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Louisville,  September  24, 1861. 
President  op  the  United  States. 

My  Ueae  Sie:  On  Friday  night  last  ex-Governor  Charles  S.  More- 
head,  Eeuben  T.  Durrett  and  M.  W.  Barr  were  arrested  in  and  near 
this  city,  and  I  understand  they  have  been  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette.  I 
telegraphed  you  this  morning  in  conjunction  with  two  or  three  other 
gentlemen  in  relation  to  Mr.  Durrett.  Mr.  Durrett  has  been  and  I  pre- 
sume still  is  a  bitter  personal  enemy  of  mine  but  T  am  extremely  anx- 
ious for  his  release.  He  is  a  secessionist,  but  he  has  never  done  any 
harm  in  our  community.  He  couldn't  do  any  harm  if  he  would.  He  is 
not  without  talent,  but  he  has  no  influence,  and  his  discharge  could  not 
be  productive  of  the  least  possible  injury  to  the  Union  cause.  But  the 
strongest  reason  why  I  wish  his  release  is  that  his  wife,  a  most  estima- 
ble woman,  is  on  the  very  verge  of  delirium  on  his  account.  I  do 
believe  in  my  heart  that  if  he  be  kept  from  her  many  days  she  will  go 
utterly  and  hopelessly  mad. 

Governor  Morehead  has  been  one  of  the  dearest  of  my  personal 
friends  for  nearly  thirty  years.  I  do  not  believe  that  his  arrest  was 
necessary  or  expedient.  His  feelings  lately  have  been  with  the  South, 
but  I  have  heard  him  say  twenty  times  and  with  great  vehemence  that 
he  would  give  all  he  has  in  the  world,  life  included,  to  restore  the  Union 
to  what  it  was  before  the  Southern  States  seceded.  He  has  uniformly 
condemned  secession,  but  has  contended  warmly  for  peace  on  the  ground 
that  war  could  never  restore  the  Union,  and  unquestionably  his  feel- 
ings have  become  a  good  deal  excited  against  the  Government.  He 
has  strongly  condemned  in  two  or  three  speeches,  and  probably  in  a 
pamphlet  he  is  said  to  have  been  preparing,  the  suspension  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  and  one  or  two  other  acts  of  the  Government,  but  I 
have  no  idea  that  he  had  a  thought  of  transcending  the  legitimate 
privileges  of  a  citizen.  I  am  sure  that  his  detention  in  prison  can  do 
no  good;  I  think  his  release  may  do  some.  T  am  assured  by  his  family 
and  friends  that  if  released  he  would  go  immediately  to  the  South,  and 
certainly  he  would  not  take  up  arms,  and  he  is  very  far  from  being  in 
a  condition  to  aid  the  rebels  with  money.  I  pray  you  release  him  unless 
you  have  proofs  before  you  of  his  treason.  I  beseech  you  to  release 
him  if  you  can  without  the  violation  of  a  great  duty.  His  imprison- 
ment for  any  length  of  time  in  the  present  embarrassed  condition  of 
his  affairs  would  be  the  ruin  of  his  amiable  and  excellent  family. 
Strongly  as  I  am  opposed  to  his  recent  course,  I  would  rather  give  a 
portion  of  the  brief  remnant  of  my  life  than  have  his  confinement 
protracted. 

And  I  cannot  think  it  worth  while  to  detain  Mr.  Barr  in  prison.  He 
has  a  very  lovely  wife  dependent  upon  him.  He  is  a  poor  man,  long  a 
telegraphic  operator  here  and  during  the  last  three  or  four  months  he 
has  been  employed  by  the  company  in  New  Orleans  as  their  telegraphic 
agent  in  this  city.  He  has  of  course  telegraphed  what  he  thought 
would  be  most  agreeable  to  his  employers.  It  would  have  been  very 
easy  to  make  him  desist  from  that  work  without  confining  him  as  a 
state  prisoner.    If  discharged  he  will  be  sure  to  do  no  such  work  again. 

Asking  your  indulgence  for  troubling  you  with  this  long  letter  and 
most  earnestly  hoping  I  have  not  written  it  in  vain,  I  remain,  most 
respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  D.  PEENTICE. 
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[iDdorsement.] 

Were  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  the  military  authorities  of  Kentucky 
and  it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  intervene  without  further  knowledge 

of  the  facts  than  I  now  possess. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Louisville,  September  24, 1861. 
J.  A.  Kasson,  Assistant  Postmaster-General: 

Intercede  with  the  President  for  the  release  of  R.  T.  Durrett  from 
Fort  Lafayette  on  his  poor  wife's  account,  who  is  in  a  very  bad  way. 
Answer. 

J.  T.  D.  OSBORNE. 

[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  President. 

JOHN  A.  KASSON, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster -General. 


Washington,  September  25, 1861. 

His  Excellency  Abeaham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States. 
Deab  Sir  :  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  place  in  your  hands  the  inclosed 
paragraph  from  the  pen  of  Reuben  T.  Durrett,  now  confined  as  a  trai 
tor  at  Fort  Lafayette,  and  whose  release  was  asked  for  by  a  dispatch* 
from  Louisville  which  reached  you  on  yesterday.  I  would  especially 
invite  your  attention  to  the  closing  sentence  of  this  treasonable  declara- 
tion. The  Courier  under  this  man's  editorial  management  has  done 
everything  to  incite  the  people  of  Kentucky  to  take  up  arms  against 
the  General  Government.  His  arrest  has  rejoiced  the  hearts  of  the 
Union  men,  and  his  discharge  under  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
State  is  placed  would  in  my  judgment  be  a  fatal  mistake.  He  will  no 
doubt  offer  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  but  I  express  only  the  con- 
victions of  those  who  know  him  best  when  I  say  that  he  would  take  the 
oath  if  necessary  on  his  knees,  and  would  stab  the  Government  the 
moment  he  rose  to  his  feet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT. 

[Inclosnro.] 

Reuben  Durrett,  editor  of  The  Louisville  Courier  and  now  in  Fort 
Lafayette,  is  the  author  of  the  following  paragraphs  which  appeared  in 
the  paper  a  few  days  before  his  arrest. 

Denouncing  what  it  styles  the  "  neutrality  of  the  last  legislature  " 
The  Courier  says : 

It  has  subjected  the  State  justly  to  insult  and  invasion,  and  now  leaves  her  on  the 
verge  of  civil  war.  We  know  of  but  one  way  to  avert  this  dire  calamity  now,  if  it 
be  not  now  too  late,  and  that  is  to  adopt  an  honest  and  manly  neutrality  without 
any  more  sneaking  and  shuffling  and  contradictory  conditions  and  reservations.  But 
this  can  only  be  done  by  separating  from  the  Northern  Union.  By  this  alone  can 
Kentucky  be  exempted  from  contributious  of  men  and  money,  from  implication  in 
embargoes,  and  all  other  belligerent  measures.  And  we  say  she  is  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  remain  in  the  Union,  but  under  many  to  leave  it.     *     *     '     The  truth  is  that 

*  Osborne  to  Kasson  preceding. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  809 

the  United  States  of  America  no  longer  exists  in  law  or  in  fact,  and  that  the  consti- 
tutional compact  can  be  no  longer  executed.  Kentucky  does  not  and  can  not  belong  to 
the  Union  according  to  the  cant  of  the  Lincoln  men.  She  may  by  express  compact 
unite  herself  to  the  Northern  States,  but  we  beg  leave  to  assure  messieurs  the  mem- 
bers of  the  present  legislature  that  they  cannot  do  it  by  any  acts  of  commission  or 
omission.  It  can  be  done  only  by  the  people  of  Kentucky  in  their  primary  capac- 
ity or  by  delegates  in  sovereign  convention  assembled.  We  tlierefore  deliberately 
pronounce  the  assumption  of  any  authority  over  Kentucky  by  tlie  Lincoln  Govern- 
ment or  by  the  present  legislature  under  it  as  a  usurpation  and  revolutionary  and 
which  no  citizen  of  Kentu(3jy  is  bound  to  obey. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  2, 1861. 
George  D.  Prentice,  Esq.,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo  relative  to  the  cases  of  Messrs. 
Durrett,  Morehead  aud  Barr  and  requestiug  their  discharge  from  cus- 
tody has  been  received.  In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  as  they 
were  arrested  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  military 
antliorities  of  Kentucky  it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  intervene, 
especially  without  further  knowledge  of  their  cases  than  I  now  possess. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Executive  Mansion,  October  4, 1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Please  see  Mr.  Walker,  well  vouched  as  a  Union 
man  and  son-in-law  of  Governor  Morehead,  and  pleading  for  his  release. 
I  understand  the  Kentucky  arrests  were  not  made  by  special  direction 
from  here,  and  I  am  willing  if  you  are  that  any  of  the  parties  may  be 
released  when  James  Guthrie  and  James  Speed  think  they  should  be. 
Yours,  truly,  » 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  4, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  permit  Mr.  Samuel  J.  Walker  to  make  a  single 
visit  in  the  presence  of  a  proper  officer  to  Governor  Morehead,  a  pris- 
oner confined  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Louisville,  October  5, 1861. 

Dear  Craig:  Yours  of  the  28th  ultimo  containing  the  inclosed* 
from  Barr  was  duly  received. 

I  have  just  succeeded  in  getting  an  interview  with  A.  H.  Sneed,  the 
U.  S.  marshal  here,  in  reference  to  the  charges  against  Barr  and  the 
chance  of  procuring  his  release.  Sneed  says  that  there  was  no  charge 
against  Barr  in  reference  to  any  of  his  telegraph  operations;  that  he 
was  arrested  among  other  things  for  giving  counsel  and  advice  by  let- 
ter and  otherwise  to  Governor  Harris  and  other  Confederates  whereby 
they  came  into  possession  of  facts  which  it  was  treasonable  for  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  under  the  circumstances  to  divulge  to  their 
adversaries. 

"Not'foand. 
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Sneed  has  none  of  the  documentary  evidence  upon  which  Barr's 
arrest  was  predicated,  but  he  tells  me  that  on  the  21st  instant  at  Frank- 
fort the  U.  S.  court  will  examine  this  and  other  similar  cases,  and  then 
that  the  accused  will  have  a  copy  of  the  charges.  As  to  Barr's  family 
it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  they  are  dependent  upon  Barr's  exertions 
for  their  support.  They  are  now  at  Humboldt,  Tenn.,  and  Barr's  friends 
are  making  exertions  to  get  them  either  to  La  Grange,  Ky.,  or  to  New 
Albany,  Ind.,  at  each  of  which  places  his  family  have  friends  who  are 
anxious  that  Mrs.  Barr  and  her  children  should  come  and  stay  with 
them  for  the  present.  They  will  undoubtedly  be  brought  here  as  soon 
as  arrangements  can  be  completed  to  insure  their  safe  conduct  hither. 
Mr.  Oasseday  who  is  attending  to  these  matters  tells  me  that  it  is 
probable  that  The  South  will  continue  to  Mrs.  Barr  that  portion  of  the 
salary  which  they  agreed  to  pay,  and  if  so  Mrs.  Barr  may  get  along 
comfortably  so  far  as  pecuniary  considerations  are  concerned  for  a  while. 

Mr.  Sneed  thinks  from  what  was  represented  to  him  at  Barr's  arrest 
that  the  chance  of  Barr's  release  is  entirely  hopeless.  He  says  the 
evidence  of  his  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States  is  overwhelming,  but  that  for  particulars  we  must  await  the 
action  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  U.  S.  court  at  Frankfort  on  the  21st 
instant.  I  am  sorry  that  Barr  seems  to  be  thus  involved,  but  from 
Sneed's  representations  he  may  disabuse  himself  of  the  idea  that  he 
was  arrested  on  account  of  any  of  his  general  telegraphic  news  oper- 
ations, however  perverted  or  colored  his  dispatches  may  have  been.  I 
allude  of  course  to  the  dispatches  condensed  from  our  Eastern  reports. 
It  is  just  possible  something  sent  from  here  may  have  been  offensive 
to  our  Government.  But  Sneed  thinks  not  and  we  cannot  learn  till 
the  21st. 

Truly,  yours, 

GEOEGE  W.  TYLBE. 


Louisville,  October  10,  1861. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase. 

Deak  Sir  :  The  inclosed  appeal  to  the  President  in  behalf  of  E.  T. 
Durrett,  now  a  political  imsoner  at  Fort  Ijafayette,  has  been  sent 
me  to  sign  and  forward.  The  latter  request  I  obey  with  pleasure, 
inclosing  it  to  you.  Since  Mr.  Durrett's  arrest  I  have  visited  his  wife 
and  mother-in-law  twice.  Mrs.  Durrett  (Lizzie  Bates)  is  in  a  truly  piti- 
able condition;  and  her  mother's  (Mrs.  Caleb  J.  Bates)  state  is  not 
much  better.  What  is  said  in  the  appeal  as  to  their  patriotism  is  I 
believe  entirely  true.  They  are  not  only  loyal  in  act  and  sentiment  but 
deeply  deplore  the  writing  of  the  editorials  in  The  Courier  which  caused 
Mr.  Durrett's  arrest.  As  to  Durrett  himself  I  believe  that  in  the  few 
days  he  was  acting  as  one  of  the  editors  of  The  Courier  he  was  more 
imprudent  than  wicked,  and  acted  worse  than  he  thought.  I  am  of  this 
opinion  from  a  conversation  I  had  with  him  a  few  days  before  he  under 
took  temporarily  to  assist  in  the  editorship  of  the  paper.  He  then 
expressed  much  regret  at  the  condition  of  the  country;  said  he  hardly 
knew  which  side  he  was  on,  and  declared  that  so  far  as  fighting  was 
concerned  he  didn't  intend  to  fight  for  either.  I  agree  with  the  state- 
ment in  the  appeal  to  the  Pressident  that  "  he  is  what  would  generally 
be  called  a  harmless  man,"  and  I  believe  that  his  release  on  taking  the 
oath  would  do  good  rather  than  harm  to  the  Union  cause  in  this  part  of 
the  country. 
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Still  I  deem  it  proper  as  the  appeal  calls  the  President's  attention  to 
you  individually  that  you  should  understand  the  nature  and  extent  of 
Mr.  Durrett's  ofifense.  Hence  I  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  aftidavit 
referred  to,  and  in  a  separate  envelope  papers  containing  the  articles 
which  Mr.  Eandal  svrears  were  the  production  of  Mr.  Durrett.  These 
articles  I  mark.  I  also  mark  the  article  headed  "  Once  more,"  which 
Mr.  £andal  swears  Mr.  Durrett  did  not  write.  The  Avriter  of  this  is  at 
large.  If  anything  of  the  sort  is  treasonable  this  certainly  is.  Mr. 
Uaudal  knows  who  wrote  it. 
Respectfully, 

W.  D.  GALLAGHER. 

[Inclosure  Ko.  1.] 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

The  undersigned  respectfully  ask  that  the  Executive  clemency  may 
be  extended  to  Reuben  T.  Durrett,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  who  is  now 
imprisoned  in  Fort  Lafayette.  Mr.  Durrett  was  arrested  as  we  under- 
stand because  he  was  thought  to  be  the  editor  of  The  Louisville  Courier, 
a  very  ofiensive  newspaper.  But  we  are  assured  that  he  had  not  been 
the  editor  of  the  paper  for  about  two  years.  He  wrote  some  articles  at 
the  request  of  the  editor  who  was  absent  which  are  certainly  not  such 
as  we  could  justify  in  any  manner;  but  the  most  objectionable  and 
which  were  thought  to  be  written  by  him  we  are  assured  by  the  affi- 
davit of  W.  H.  W.  Eandal,  an  employ^  in  the  printing  ofiice,  were  not 
written  by  him,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  this  is  true.  This  newspaper 
was  suppressed  on  the  19th  of  last  month  and  it  is  not  now  in  existence. 
Mr.  Durrett,  as  far  as  has  come  to  our  knowledge,  behaved  himself 
well  and  rather  modestly  during  the  excited  time  of  the  spring  and 
summer.  He  is  not  a  man  who  is  calculated  to  do  such  harm  to  the 
State  as  could  require  in  any  sense  a  military  imprisonment.  Indeed 
we  look  upon  him  as  what  would  be  generally  called  a  harmless  man. 
We  are  very  sure  his  release  can  do  no  harm  to  the  United  States.  His 
wife  is  a  Union  woman,  her  mother  is  a  Union  woman  (Mrs.  Bates,  of 
Cincinnati),  who  has  been  working  since  the  war  commenced  with  her 
own  lingers  for  the  soldiers  of  the  U.  S.  Army  as  a  matter  of  patriotism. 
Her  son,  Mrs.  Durrett's  only  brother,  is  in  the  volunteer  service  of  the 
United  States  from  Ohio.  The  worth  of  this  family  is  well  known  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Chase. 

GEO.  D.  PRENTICE. 

HENRY  PIRTLE. 

HAMILTON  POPE. 

BLAND  BALLARD. 

C.  B.  MUIR. 

W.  F.  BULLOCK. 

JOS.  DOLPH. 

J.  LEVIS. 

JAMES  GUTHRIE. 

la  consideration  of  Mrs.  Durrett's  position  and  Mrs.  Bates'  patriotism 
if  Mr.  Durrett  will  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  I  would  most  heartily 
beg  the  clemency  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

J.  D.  OSBORNE. 

[IncloBuro  No.  2.] 

I,  W.  H.  W.  Randal,  of  the  city  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  at  the  earnest 
request  of  the  wife  and  mother-in-law  of  R.  T.  Durrett,  now  understood 
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to  be  a  political  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette  in  New  York  Harbor,  made 
through  a  mutual  friend,  and  also  at  the  request  of  friends  of  the 
family  in  this  city,  depose  and  say  that  at  the  time  of  the  suppression 
of  the  publication  of  The  Louisville  Courier  newspaper  on  the  morning 
of  the  19th  of  September,  1861,  and  for  some  time  previous  I  was 
employed  in  the  news  room;  that  the  said  11.  T,  Duriett  for  a  few 
days  before  the  suppression  of  the  said  paper  was  acting  as  editor  ad 
interim  in  the  absence  of  the  principal  editor,  Colonel  McKee;  that 
during  those  few  days  the  said  Durrett  wrote  several  of  the  political 
leaders,  but  not  as  is  generally  supposed  the  exceedingly  offensive 
article  headed  "Once  more"  and  published  in  the  issue  of  the  18th  of 
September,  the  last  number  printed,  which  article  was  represented  and 
is  by  me  believed  to  have  been  written  by  another  editorial  assistant; 
that  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Durrett  made  through  a  friend  I  have 
examined  with  some  care  the  manuscripts  of  leading  editorials  pub- 
lished during  the  time  that  Mr.  Durrett  was  acting  as  editor  ad  interim 
or  assistant  and  that  I  can  and  do  from  recollection  as  well  as  from  long 
and  familiar  acquaintance  with  his  handwriting  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief  designate  as  articles  written  by  the  said  Durrett  one 
headed,  "What  we  are  coming  to, "  published  in  the  issue  of  the 
18th  of  September;  also  one  headed  "Considerable  excitement,"  in 
the  same  issue;  one  headed  "A  great  outrage,"  in  the  issue  for  Sep- 
tember 17,  and  one  headed  "Kentucky  neutrality,"  in  the  issue  for 
ICth  of  September;  that  so  far  as  I  remember  or  can  determine  from 
an  examination  of  manuscripts  these  are  the  principal  articles  written 
for  the  paper  by  the  said  Durrett  during  the  time  that  he  was  acting 
as  ad  interim  or  assistant  editor,  in  September,  1861.  I  make  the  three 
issues  of  The  Daily  Courier  above  referred  to  and  cited  a  part  of  this 
deposition.    And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

W.  H.  W.  EANDAL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  October,  18G1. 

J.  M.  STEPHENS, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Jefferson  County. 


FoKT  Lafayette,  October  15,  1861. 
My  Dear  Hettie:  I  received  your  letter  yesterday.  Hallie  and 
my  babies  are  jirovided  for,  and  1  am  content.  I  may  need  your  assist- 
ance before  the  winter  closes,  and  should  I  do  so  1  will  apply  to  you  as 
freely  as  I  would  ofler  assistance  to  Frank  did  they  carry  him  to  the 
West.  I  have  been  prudent  and  conservative.  I  have  violated  no  law. 
I  have  attended  quietly  but  faithfully  to  my  business — an  honorable  and 
legitimate  business.  I  have  been  snatched  from  my  house  in  the  night. 
A  writ  of  habeas  corpus  has  followed  me.  I  am  here  beyond  the  reach 
of  law  or  liberty  or  juries.  There  remains  but  one  outrage — to  cut  my 
head  off.  I  inclose  you  a  letter  which  I  wish  you  to  preserve  for  me. 
I  may  have  need  of  it.  Mr.  Craig,  of  New  York,  writes  that  under  the 
circumstances  the  New  Orleans  and  other  Southern  editors  will  do  what 
is  necessary  for  the  support  of  my  family.  "  If  not,  you  can  draw 
on  me."  God  bless  Mr.  Craig.  Write  me  about  Fannie.  Write  me 
wlienever  yon  have  leisure.  I  am  lonesome. 
Yours, 

M,  W.  BAEE. 
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Louisville,  Ky.,  October  25, 1861. 
The  President. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  my  judgment  the  arrest  of  Governor  Morehead  has 
not  been  beneficial  or  prejudicial  to  the  Union  cause,  although  it  has 
been  made  the  pretense  for  many  to  leave  the  State.  At  the  time  the 
arrest  was  made  the  influential  men  of  the  State  had  taken  their  posi- 
tions and  I  have  discovered  no  change  of  sentiment  because  of  the  arrest. 
The  legislature  since  the  arrest  has  passed  the  inclosed  resolution  and 
Generals  Anderson  and  Sherman  have  issued  the  inclosed  proclamation. 
If  the  governor  had  remained  in  the  State  and  acquiesced  in  its  decision 
he  would  not  have  been  subject  to  arrest  or  molestation.  Many  who 
after  having  returned  and  taken  the  oath  remain  undisturbed,  notwith- 
standing some  of  them  had  joined  the  Confederate  Army.  The  gov- 
ernor's arrest  and  detention  it  seems  to  me  should  not  deprive  him  of 
the  benefit  of  the  position  taken  by  Kentucky. 

You  are  aware  that  Governor  Morehead  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the 
Whig  party  of  the  State  in  a  very  high  degree,  and  that  lie  had  many 
warm  personal  friends  not  only  in  its  ranks  but  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Democracy,  and  that  his  property  being  situated  in  the  South  he  was 
sensitive  upon  the  question  of  hostility  between  the  sections.  His  great 
personal  popularity  would  have  done  the  Union  cause  much  damage  in 
the  State  bat  for  the  fact  that  his  party  and  his  personal  friends  had 
taken  their  position.  1  am  not  aware  of  the  charges  against  Governor 
Morehead,  and  write  this  on  the  predication  that  he  was  arrested  and 
has  been  detained  because  of  his  sympathy  with  the  South  and  his 
personal  exertions  to  influence  the  State  of  Kentucky  upon  the  subject. 
If  this  should  be  the  case  I  submit  that  his  release  would  be  just  and 
proper  on  his  pledging  his  honor  to  abide  by  the  position  taken  by  Ken- 
tucky and  not  seek  in  any  way  to  change  it.  The  governor,  if  he  should 
give  the  pledge,  would  keep  it,  and  his  discharge  would  do  the  cause 
of  the  Union  in  my  opinion  no  harm. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JAMES  GUTHRIE. 

[Incloaure.j 

The  policy  of  the  State  toward  citizens  who  merely  entertain  disloyal 
opinions  is  prescribed  distinctly  and  authoritatively  and  has  been 
repeatedly  set  forth  in  full  in  our  columns ;  yet  in  view  of  certain  repre- 
sentations that  have  been  made  to  us  and  considering  the  importance 
we  ascribe  to  the  subject  we  think  it  proper  to  set  forth  the  policy  anew. 
In  doing  this  we  shall  reproduce  without  comment  only  the  more  explicit 
and  emphatic  of  the  authoritative  declarations  on  the  subject.  The 
policy  is  defined  and  ordained  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  as  follows: 

Jiesolred,  That  in  using  the  mean's  which  duty  and  honor  require  shall  ho  used  to 
ex]M'l  the  invaders  from  the  soil  of  Kentucky  no  citizen  sliall  he  molested  on  account 
(if  his  political  opinions;  that  no  citizen's  property  shall  be  taken  or  confiscated 
bcciiuse  of  such  opinions  nor  shall  any  slave  be  set  free  hy  any  military  commander, 
:in(l  that  all  peaceable  citizens  vyho  remain  at  Lome  and  attend  to  their  private  busi- 
iicss  until  legally  called  into  the  public  service  as  well  as  their  families  are  entitled 
til  and  shall  receive  the  fullest  protection  of  the  Government  in  the  enjoyment  of 
thi'ir  lives,  their  liberties  and  their  property. 

Tliis  resolution  is  the  law  of  the  land  and  has  been  so  proclaimed  by 
tlie  proper  authority.  General  Anderson  on  the  eve  of  resigning  his 
command  of  this  military  department  issued  the  following  order: 

General  Orders,  }       Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

No.  5.  )  Louisville,  Ky.,  October  7, 1861. 

The  commanding  general  learns  with  deep  regret  that  arrests  are  being  made  in 
some  parts  of  the  State  upon  the  slightest  and  most  trivial  grounds.    He  desires  the 
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civil  authorities  and  orders  the  military  not  to  make  any  arrests  except  when  the 
parties  are  attempting  to  join  the  rebels  or  are  engaged  in  giving  aid  or  information 
to  them,  and  in  all  cases  the  evidence  must  be  such  as  will  convict  them  before  a 
court  of  justice.  In  many  cases  it  is  understood  that  the  Home  Guards  have  gone  into 
adjoining  counties  and  arrested  and  carried  off  parties  who  have  been  quietly  remain- 
ing at  home  under  the  expectation  that  they  would  not  be  interfered  with  provided 
they  did  notbing  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  proclamation  of  September  54,  issued 
from  these  headquarters.  Some  instances  are  mentioned  of  persons  having  been 
arrested  and  taken  out  of  the  State.  This  is  all  contrary  to  what  the  commanding 
general  has  declared  to  be  his  wish  and  he  trusts  it  will  not  be  repeated.  It  is 
believed  that  many  of  those  who  at  one  time  sympathized  with  the  rebellion  are 
desirous  of  returning  to  their  allegiance  and  wish  to  remain  quietly  at  home  attend- 
ing to  their  business.  A  conciliatory,  fair  course  pursued  toward  such  persons  will 
win  them  to  our  cause;  the  reverse  may  force  them  into  the  ranks  of  our  enemies. 
The  commanding  general  entreats  and  urges  his  fellow-citizens  to  discountenance 
and  endeavor  to  put  a  stop  to  these  ill-timed  and  unlawful  arrests  and  to  aid  him  in 
keeping  peace  among  ourselves. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Anderson : 

OLIVER  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

A  few  days  later  the  subjoined  correspondence  took  place  between 
two  distinguished  gentlemen  of  Lexington  and  General  Sherman,  the 
successor  of  General  Anderson : 

Lexington,  October  11,  1861. 
General  Shekman.  ' 

Sik:  Mr.  V.  B.  Young,  a  Union  member  of  the  legislature  from  Bath  County 
informs  ns  that  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Fleming  many  persons  have  been  appre- 
hended merely  on  account  of  their  Southern  sympathies  and  secession  opinions, 
without  proof  or  imputation  of  any  overt  act  of  treason  or  aiding  treason,  and  he 
says  that  apprehending  the  like  treatment  many  citizens  of  his  county  who  intended 
to  remain  at  home,  and  had  done  no  illegal  act,  have  fled  and  are  joining  Breckin- 
ridge at  PrestonbuTg.  This  procedure,  though  only  retaliatory,  seems  to  us  to  be 
inconsisteut  with  General  Anderson's  proclamation,  with  the  spirit  of  our  law  and 
with  prudent  policy,  and  if  it  shall  be  persisted  in  and  become  general  we  apprehend 
it  will  necessarily  lead  to  the  augmentation  of  the  Southern  force  and  to  the  exas- 
peration of  the  civil  war  in  Kentucky.  Mr.  Young  will  explain  the  object  of  his 
visit  to  you  on  this  important  subject.  He  may  be  fully  accredited  and  safely 
trusted.  He  wants  an  authentic  confirmation  of  what  we  believe  to  be  your  pro- 
gramme of  policy  concerning  the  secessionists  in  Kentucky  so  as  to  be  able  to  assure 
the  neutral  portion  of  his  "Southern  rights"  constituents. 

G.  ROBERTSON. 

RICHD.  A.  BUCKNER. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  October  18,  18G1. 
G.  Robertson,  Esq.,  and  Richard  A.  Buckner,  Esq. 

Sirs  :  Your  note  of  yesterday  is  received.  My  order  and  practice  have  been  to 
interfere  with  no  citizen  pursuing  his  usual  legitimate  business  or  on  account  of 
mere  political  opinions.  I  know  fliat  arrests  have  been  made  improperly  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Home  Guards,  but  in  every  instance  the  case  has  been  examined  by  one 
of  the  members  of  your  court  of  appeals,  who  has  promptly  released  them  unless 
the  fact  of  some  overt  act  of  treason  was  established.  I  shall  endeavor  to  protect 
all  loyal  citizens,  and  shall  molest  no  one,  whatever  his  political  opinions,  provided 
he  obeys  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  and  of  tlie  United  States.  These  shall 
be  my  guide,  and  are  as  binding  upon  nie  as  upon  any  citizen  of  the  State. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Brigadier-General. 

Habeas  corpus  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Moreliead. 

Proceedings  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  eighth  circuit, 
for  the  district  of  Kentucky,  at  its  regular  term  begun  and  held  in 
the  city  of  Louisville  on  the  23d  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1861. 

Present,  the  Hon.  John  Catron,  associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  Kentucky  district. 
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Be  it  remembered  that  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  said  23d  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  in  said  court,  begun  and  held  as  aforesaid  in  the  ex  parte 
matter  of  Charles  S.  Morehead. 

The  petition  and  application  in  behalf  of  Charles  S.  Morehead  for  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  the  response  made  by  the  marshal  to  the 
same  before  the  judge  at  chambers  and  now  filed  in  court,  being  set  for 
hearing  this  day  at  noon  in  court,  the  hour  having  arrived  and  the 
court  being  in  session,  O.  F.'  Sterman,  esq.,  counsel  for  the  accused, 
appeared  in  court  and  demanded  of  the  marshal,  A.  H.  Sneed,  the  pro- 
duction of  the  said  Morehead  in  court  according  to  the  command  of 
the  writ,  and  the  return  of  the  marshal  made  upon  said  prisoner's 
application  for  the  writ.  The  marshal  stated  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  at  this  time  to  produce  the  said  Morehead,  and  asked  him  till 
to-morrow,  10  a.  m.,  to  show  cause,  which  is  allowed.  And  it  is  ordered 
that  he  then  produce  the  said  Morehead  in  court  or  show  cause  to  the 
contrary.  The  marshal  being  present  and  cognizant  of  this  order  no 
further  service  hereof  is  required. 

The  petition  for  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  in  these  words  and 
figures,  to  wit: 

United  States  of  America. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Catron, 

One  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States : 
Your  petitioner,  John  Morehead,  on  oath  states  that  Charles  S.  Morehead  is  now 
in  custody  of  A.  H.  Sneed,  U.  S.  marshal  for  Kentucky,  who  holds  him  unlawfully 
and  without  right  in  confinement  under  authority  of  the  United  States.  Therefore 
your  petitioner  prays  for  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  that  the  said  Sneed  and  all 
others  acting  under  his  authority  and  having  the  said  Charles  S.  Morehead  in  cus- 
tody bring  him  before  you  that  the  cause  of  said  unlawful  confinement  may  be 
inquired  into,  and  also  the  causes  of  his  being  so  held. 

Bespectfully, 

JOHN  MOREHEAD. 

State  of  Kentitcky,  Jefferson  County,  ss  : 

Personally  came  John  Morehead  before  me,  the  undersigned,  and  made  oath  that 
the  statements  made  in  the  foregoing  petition  are  as  he  verily  believes  true. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  19th  day  of  September,  1861. 

JEFF.  BROWN, 
Notary  PuMic,  Jefferson  County,  Ky. 

The  foregoing  affidavit  was  sworn  to  before  me  this  19th  day  of  Sei)tember,  1861, 
by  John  Morehead. 

J.  CATRON, 
Associate  Justice  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Upon  which  petition  and  application  the  following  writ  issued, to  wit: 
The  President  of  the  United  States  op  America: 

Whereas  John  Morehead  has  presented  a  petition  to  John  Catron,  one  of  the  asso- 
ciate justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  stating  that  Charles  S. 
Morehead  is  unjustly  and  unlawfully  held  in  confinement  by  A.  H.  Sneed,  U.  S.  mar- 
shal for  the  State  of  Kentucky,  or  by  those  acting  under  his  authority,  the  said  A. 
H.  Sneed  is  commanded  to  bring  the  said  Charles  S.  Morehead  before  me  with  the 
cause  of  commitment  at  the  U.  S.  court  room  in  the  city  of  Louisville  at  10  a.  m.  on 
the  20th  of  September,  1861,  that  the  cause  of  the  confinement  and  commitment  of 
the  said  Charles  S.  Morehead  may  be  inquired  into,  and  that  the  said  A.  H.  Sneed 
then  show  by  what  authority  and  for  what  cause  the  said  Charles  S.  Morehead  is  so 
confined  by  him. 

In  testimony  whereof,  &c., 

J.  CATRON, 
Associate  Justice  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
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To  this  writ  the  marshal,  A.  H.  Sneed,  made  the  following  return,  to 
wit: 

The  undersigned,  marshal  of  the  Kentucky  district,  says  the  within-named  Charles 
S.  Jlorehead  is  in  his  charge  and  custody  as  such  marshal,  and  that  he  will  have  the 
defendant  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  rooms  at  Louis- 
ville on  Monday  next  by  the  hour  of  uoon.  September  20,  1861. 

A.  H.  SNEED, 
TJ.  S.  Marshal  for  Kentucky  District. 

At  another  day  of  said  term,  to  wit,  Tuesday,  the  24th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  came  S.  S.  Nicholas,  esq.,  attorney  for  the  accused,  and 
also  A.  H.  Sneed,  the  marshal  of  this  district,  and  he  failing  to  produce 
in  court  the  said  Morehead  according  to  the  command  of  the  habeas 
corpus  herein  and  of  the  order  of  this  court  made  here  on  yesterday 
(he  having  him  in  his  charge  and  custody  as  certified  by  him  to  the 
judge  of  this  court  on  the  20th  instant),  but  produced  in  court  an  addi- 
tional return  to  the  said  writ  to  which  he  has  sworn  in  open  court,  and 
is  filed.  The  said  Sneed  also  produced  as  part  of  his  return  the  afiftdavit 
and  the  original  warrant  under  which  the  accused  was  arrested  by  him, 
which  are  also  filed.  As  to  the  failure  of  the  marshal  to  produce  the  said 
Morehead  according  to  the  said  writ  and  order,  and  as  to  the  sufficiency 
of  his  said  return,  the  court  is  not  now  advised,  and  takes  time  till 
to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock,  to  consider. 

The  additional  return  of  the  marshal  and  other  papers  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  order  as  filed  are  in  the  words  and  figures  following, 
to  wit: 

Circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  eighth  circuit,  Kentucky  district,  at  Louisville 

The  United  States  t)F  America  ) 

IS.  >  On  habeas  corpus. 

Charles  S.  Morehead.  ) 

Having  received  information  upon  which  I  relied  that  Charles  S.  Morehead,  of  the 
county  of  Jeft'erson,  Ky.,  was  actively  engaged  in  stirring  up  and  promoti.jg  the  rebel- 
lion now  existing  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  by  corresponding  with 
the  enemy  and  doing  other  acts  which  in  law  amounted  to  treason,  I  caused  a  war- 
rant to  issue  for  his  arrest  and  he  was  accordingly  arrested  the  19th  instant,  together 
with  M.  W.  Barr  and  R.  T.  Uurrett,  and  to  prevent  their  rescue  which  I  had  satis- 
factory reasons  to  believe  was  intended  if  they  were  retained  in  the  city  of  Louis- 
ville I  caused  them  to  be  conveyed  across  the  Ohio  River  to  the  town  of  JelJersonville, 
wh  ich  is  opposite  to  the  city  of  Louisville,  for  safe-keeping.  After  they  were  thus  con- 
veyed to  J  effersonville  I  was  informed  upon  authority  which  I  believed  that  the  per- 
sons would  be  forcibly  released,  and  to  prevent  it,  under  the  advice  of  Goveruor 
Jlorton,  who  was  at  the  time  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  said  persons  were  conveyed 
to  the  city  of  Indianapolis  for  safe-keeping,  from  which  place  they  were  to  bo  returned 
when  ordered  by  the  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offense  charged. 

Pursuant  to  tlie  directions  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  issued  from  the 
oftice  of  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  in  which  I  was  directed  to  report 
forthwith  all  arrests  made  by  me  for  treason  or  othoroffenses  involving  the  stability 
and  integrity  of  the  Government,  I  notified  the  Secretary  of  ^^'a^  of  the  arrest  of 
the  said  Morehead,  Barr  and  Durrett.  I  have  been  informed  upon  authority  which 
I  do  not  doubt  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  through  the  Secretary  of  War 
ordered  said  persons  to  be  convoyed  to  Fort  Lafayette,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  that  they  were  taken  into  custody  by  the  military  authority  of  the  United  States 
at  Indianapolis  on  Friday  the  20th  instant  and  when  last  heard  from  were  en  route 
for  New  York.  I  never  did  give  my  consent  directly  or  indirectly  for  the  removal  of 
said  persons  from  Indianapolis.  When  I  was  about  leaving  Louisville  for  Indian- 
apolis to  bring  said  persons  back  to  Louisville  for  examination  and  trial  I  wasinformed 
that  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States  had  taken  possession  of  said  More- 
head,  Barr  and  Durrett,  and  had  started  with  thim  for  New  York.  But  for  tlio 
interference  of  the  military  authorities  the  persons  would  have  been  before  this 
court  for  examination  and  trial.  The  removal  of  them  to  the  oppositii  side  of  tho 
Ohio  River  was  for  no  other  purpose  than  for  safe-keeping  and  to  ]>rovent  any  vio- 
lence which  might  have  been  gotten  up  by  their  friends  and  sympathizers  for  their 
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forcible  rciease.  I  file  herewith  as  a  part  hereof  the  warrant  upon  which  I  made  the 
arrest  of  said  Morehead.  I  regarded  said  Morehead,  Uarr  and  Durrett  in  my  posses- 
sion and  under  my  control  until  I  was  divested  of  that  possession  by  the  military 
authorities  of  the  United  States. 

A.  H.  SNEED, 
U.  S.  Marshal  for  Kentucky  Diatriot. 

Sworn  to  in  open  court  by  A.  H.  Sueed,  24th  of  September,  1861. 

CH.  J.  CLAEKE, 

Acting  Clerk. 

The  following  is  the  affidavit  and  warrant  of  arrest  referred  to  in  the 
foregoing  return : 

The  State  of  Kentucky,  County  of  Jefferson : 

This  day  A.  H.  Sneed  made  oath  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county, 
that  Charles  S.  Morehead,  of  said  county,  has  from  information  received  by  this 
afBant  been  guilty  of  the  crime  against  the  United  States  of  America  of  aiding  and 
abetting  tlie  enemies  of  said  United  States,  now  iu  open  rebellion  and  making  war 
against  the  same,  and  that  said  Charles  S.  Morehead  has  thereby  been  guilty  of 
treason. 

A.  H.  SNEED. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  September,  1861. 

JOS.  CLEMENT, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Jefferson  County. 

The  following  is  the  warrant  of  arrest,  to  wit: 

United  States  of  America, 

State  of  Kentucky,  County  of  Jefferson. 

To  the  U.  S.  Marshal  for  the  Kentucky  District: 

Whereas  there  are  good  grounds  to  believe  that  Charles  S.  Morehead,  of  said  county 
and  State,  lias  been  guilty  of  the  crime  of  treason  against  the  United  States  of 
America  in  feloniously  aiding  and  abetting  the  enemies  of  said  United  States  now  in 
open  rebellion  and  making  war  against  said  United  States;  yon  are  therefore  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  commanded 
forthwith  to  arrest  the  said  Charles  S.  Morehead  and  take  hini  before  the  court 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  offense  with  which  he  stands  charged,  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  as  justice  of  the  peace  this  18th  day  of  September,  1861. 

JOS.  CLEMENT, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Jefferson  County. 

Upon  which  the  marshal  made  the  following  return,  to  Avit: 

Executed  bv  arresting  the  within-named  Charles  S.  Morehead,  September  19, 1861. 

A.  H.  SNEED, 
U.  S.  Marshal  for  Kentwky  District. 

United  States  or  America,  Kentucky  District: 

I,  John  A.  Monroe,  clerk  of  the  eighth  circuit  of  the  United  States  of  America  for 
the  Kentucky  district,  at  Louisville,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  preceding  eight  pages 
contain  a  full  and  complete  transcript  of  the  record  and  proceedings  had  in  the 
ex  parte  matter  therein  stated  as  the  same  now  remains  of  record  in  said  court. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereto  subscribed  my  name  and  afSxed  the  seal  of  said 
court  at  Louisville  this  11th  day  of  November,  1861,  and  in  the  eighty-sixtli  year  of 
our  Independence. 

JNO.  A.  MONKOE, 

Clerk. 
By  CH.  J.  CLARKE, 

Acting  Deputy. 

United  States  of  America,  District  of  Kentucky,  Louisville : 

I,  John  Catron,  associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  presiding  judge  of  the  eighth  circuit,  Kentucky  district,  do  hereby 
certify  that  John  A.  Monroe  is  the  clerk  of  said  court,  duly  appointed  and  qualified, 
and  that  his  aforegoing  attestation  is  in  due  form  of  law,  and  that  he  is  by  law  the 
keeper  of  the  seal  of  said  court. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Louisville  aforesaid  this  11th  day  of  November,  1861. 

J.  CATKON. 
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Clerk's  Office  of  the  Ooubt  of  Appeals, 

Frankfort,  Ky.,  November  12,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Dear  Sir:  I  understand  that  efforts  are  being  quietly  made  by 
Governor  INIorehead's  friends  in  tlie  Union  ranks  to  have  him  released. 
I  most  sincerely  hope  they  will  not  succeed.  I  do  not  know  w^hat  tangible 
proof  you  have  against  him,  but  I  know  him  well.  The  most  specious, 
plausible,  dangerous  of  all  our  Kentucky  traitors.  A  traitor  to  his 
country,  his  native  State,  his  party  and  his  confiding  friends.  He  scat- 
tered the  evil  seed  of  treason  broadcast  through  the  South  by  his 
false  statements  iu  public  speeches  as  to  the  loyalty  of  Kentucky.  If 
he  did  not  advise  he  stimulated  the  invasion  of  Kentucky  by  his  mis- 
representations. I  have  no  sympathy  for  such  men,  honored  too  as  he 
has  been  by  Kentucky.  Thank  God  I  have  neither  son  nor  son-in-law 
in  the  rebel  army.  My  two  older  brothers  and  all  their  sons  too  are 
loyal. 

Very  respectfully, 

LESLIE  COOMBS. 

[Indorsement.] 

[Hon.  William  H.  Seward.] 

Governor  :  The  President  desires  me  to  send  you  the  within  protest 
of  General  Coombs  against  the  liberation  of  Governor  Morehead. 
Eespectfally, 

JOHN  HAY. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  Novemher  12,  1861. 
A.  L.  Shotwell,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir:  At  a  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Kentucky  held  in  the  city  of  Louisville  iu  the  month  of  September 
last  a  grand  jury  was  summoned  and  sworn,  and  I  was  designated  by 
the  judge  as  foreman  thereof,  which  was  in  session  ten  days,  and  during 
that  time  many  witnesses  were  examined  each  day  and  during  the  whole 
of  the  examination  not  a  solitary  imputation  or  charge  was  made  against 
ex-Governor  Charles  S.  Morehead,  of  Keutucky,  now  held  as  a  political 
prisoner  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  Mass. 
iiespectfully, 

G.  W.  MERIWETHER. 

November  13,  1861. 
United  States  of  America,  District  of  Kentucky,  to  wit  : 

I,  Bland  Ballard,  district  judge  of  the  United  States  for  Kentucky 
district,  state  that  I  was  present  and  presided  at  the  late  term  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  held  at  Frankfort,  Ky.,  and  was 
present  when  all  the  indictments  were  returned  by  the  grand  jury,  and 
that  no  indictment  was  returned  against  ex- Governor  Charles  S. 
Morehead.  I  further  state  that  1  heard  of  no  charge  against  Governor 
Morehead,  and  that  said  court  at  Frankfort  was  held  since  his  arrest. 

BLAND  BALLARD. 


Louisville,  November  13,  1861. 
George  D.  Prentice,  Esq.,  Washington  City. 

Dear  Sir:  Understanding  that  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
U.  S.  court  in  relation  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Governor 
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C.  S.  Morehead  will  be  sent  you  to  lay  before  the  President  and  Secre- 
tary of  State  at  Washington  with  the  letter  of  Mr.  Guthrie,  &c.,  we, 
the  undersigned,  being  ourselves  Union  men  and  having  acquainted 
ourselves  with  the  circumstances  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
release  of  Governor  Morehead  on  his  parole  of  honor  to  abide  by  and 
conform  to  the  position  which  this  State  has  assuiimd  so  long  as  lie 
remained  in  this  State  [sic].  We  know  his  interest  is  so  deeply 
affected  by  the  disruption  of  the  Union  and  no  man  would  find  himself 
so  benefited  by  a  reconstruction  as  Governor  Morehead.  We  believe 
that  injury  to  Union  cause  in  Kentucky  is  being  produced  by  the 
detaining  of  Governor  Morehead  in  a  distant  State  when  there  are  no 
charges  made  or  proposed  to  be  made  by  those  who  advised  his  arrest 
and  removal  from  Kentucky,  and  therefore  hope  you  will  have  this 
matter  so  presented  as  to  procure  the  prompt  release  of  Governor 
Morehead  before  you  leave  Washington. 
With  much  regard,  yours,  &c., 

viEGiL  Mcknight. 

W.  E.  EWING. 
ISAAC  EVERETT. 


New  York,  November  22, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  Having  just  returned  from  Fort  Warren  I  hasten  to 
write  a  note  in  relation  to  Governor  (J.  S.  Morehead,  of  Kentucky, 
because  I  see  that  there  is  on  foot  a  movement  in  favor  of  his  release. 

Mr.  Morehead  excluded  himself  from  the  category  of  prisoners  whose 
cases  I  would  be  called  upon  to  examine  with  care  by  taking  the  posi- 
tion that  he  could  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Taking  that  ground 
I  have  held  to  be  evidence  that  a  man  was  disloyal.  The  governor 
asserts  that  be  is  and  always  has  been  a  Union  man;  that  his  arrest 
was  not  warranted  by  law  or  policy  and  that  it  was  a  grand  political 
mistake,  having  done  great  mischief,  &c.  All  that  is  past.  What  to  do 
with  him  now  is  the  question. 

The  real  reason  why  his  devotion  to  the  Union  has  always  been  upon 
conditions  and  hampered  with  impossible  terms  consists  in  the  fact 
that  he  is  the  owner  of  cotton  property  in  the  South  valued  while 
"cotton  was  king"  at  $400,000.  Of  this  property  a  large  portion  (say 
180  negroes)  is  in  the  condition  of  personal  estate  within  the  reach  of 
the  Confederate  power.  Under  these  circumstances  Mr.  Morehead  may 
if  released  possibly  be  a  quiet  non-combatant  but  he  cannot  be  loyal 
until  the  authority  of  the  United  States  is  established  in  the  State 
where  his  property  is. 

What  struck  me  most  in  his  case  was  the  state  of  embittered  and 
exasperated  feeling  growing  out  of  his  arrest.  If  he  should  go  back 
to  Kentucky  Avhere  he  is  influential  it  would  be  to  make  unrelenting 
war  upon  those  who  have  been  the  cause  of  his  arrest.  In  Kentucky  I 
fear  he  would  do  mischief.  If  he  is  set  at  liberty  I  think  he  would  go 
to  his  estates  in  the  South.  There  he  would  do  less  harm  than  else- 
where out  of  prison.  If  the  rebel  authorities  value  him  he  would  be 
available  as  an  exchange.  Whether  they  do  value  him  I  have  no  means 
of  judging.  I  wish  by  this  to  direct  attention  to  the  probable  mischief 
of  so  managing  his  case  as  to  allow  him  to  be  at  large  in  Kentucky 
during  the  exposed  condition  of  that  State. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 
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Fort  Warken,  Mass.,  Monday,  December  3, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 

I  know  not,  my  dear  sir,  whether  a  letter  from  a  political  prisoner  at 
Fort  Warren  will  ever  reach  your  individual  eyes  no  matter  what  the 
cause  of  complaint  may  be.  The  critical  condition  of  my  afflicted  wife 
and  the  wreck  of  my  financial  affairs,  however,  compel  me  to  write  this 
letter  whether  you  read  it  or  not.  If  I  were  alone  in  the  world  with  no 
suffering  wife  and  helpless  children  depending  upon  me  I  should  not 
trouble  you  with  this  letter,  but  I  owe  more  to  them  than  to  myself 
and  worthy  of  those  in  whose  cause  I  write  truth  and  candor  shall 
mark  my  words. 

After  midnight  the  18th  of  September  last  Marshal  Sneed  with  his 
posse  came  to  my  residence  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  arrested  me  under 
a  writ  issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  city  upon  the  oath  of 
Sneed  himself,  directing  him  to  take  me  before  the  nearest  judge  having 
jurisdiction  to  try  me  for  treason  against  the  United  States.  Judge 
Catron,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  then  in  Louisville,  but  instead  of  my 
being  taken  before  him  in  conformity  with  the  arrest  I  was  hurried  into 
Indiana,  thence  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  finally  to  this  place,  where  I  now 
am.  A  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  issued  by  Judge  Catron  in  my  behalf 
while  1  was  in  Indiana,  but  it  was  disregarded  by  tlie  marshal  and  I 
was  hurried  on  to  the  destination  already  named.  Marshal  Sneed  took 
me  from  my  residence  in  summer  clothes  and  without  a  cent  of  money, 
and  in  this  condition  I  was  conveyed  to  New  York,  witnout  a  change 
of  linen  and  without  clothes  warm  enough  to  protect  me  against  tlie 
cold  days  and  nights  that  came  upon  us.  My  suffering  was  intense, 
but  it  could  easily  have  been  prevented  by  the  marshal  allowing  me  to 
take  from  home  the  necessary*clothes  or  money  to  buy  them. 

If  it  was  the  intention  to  deal  with  me  as  other  political  prisoners 
have  been  dealt  with  why  the  farce  of  a  writ  from  a  justice  ordering 
me  before  the  nearest  judge  for  trial?  When  I  arrived  at  Fort  Lafay- 
ette September  25  I  was  compelled  to  sleep  upon  a  bag  of  straw  half 
a  foot  shorter  than  myself  without  a  pillow  or  blanket  until  I  could 
secure  endurable  bedding  from  Mends  in  New  York.  The  food  given 
me  there  was  raw  pork,  tough  beef  and  bread  (the  bread  was  good) 
served  upon  a  board  table  which  the  dirty  cook  swept  with  the  same 
broom  with  which  he  brushed  the  floor.  I  had  to  endure  this  fare  or 
pay  $1  per  day  for  sitting  at  tlie  table  of  an  officer  of  the  garrison. 
I  preferred  feeding  upon  the  miserable  fare  already  named  to  contrib- 
uting to  the  gain  of  the  officer  M'ho  I  believed  made  a  handsome  profit 
from  his  table,  and  had  horrid  food  at  the  U.  S.  table  for  the  purpose 
of  driving  prisoners  to  his.  But  had  it  not  been  for  some  articles  of 
food  gotten  from  New  York  through  friends  there  and  at  my  own 
expense  I  could  not  have  stood  the  fare  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

When  I  left  Fort  Lafayette  I  was  crowded  with  some  800  other  unfor- 
tunates upon  a  boat  utterly  incapable  of  carrying  so  many  persons. 
The  same  dirty  cook  who  desecrated  the  kitchen  at  Fort  Lafayette  fed 
me  while  on  this  boat  upon  hard  crackers  and  raw  pork  dealt  out  from 
his  filthy  hands.  When  the  boat  reached  Fort  Warren  there  was  no 
preparation  for  the  prisoners,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  blankets 
brought  with  me  1  should  have  been  compelled  to  sleep  upon  the  naked 
floor  like  many  other  prisoners  who  had  not  purchased  their  own  bed- 
ding. But  things  are  better  here  now  and  I  have  no  cause  to  complain 
of  the  officers  or  the  fare,  so  marvelous  is  the  improvement  ui»ou  Fort 
Lafayette.    Nor  do  I  mean  to  blame  Colonel  Dimick  nor  any  one  here 
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for  not  being  prepared  to  receive  the  prisoners  when  they  arrived, 
I  know  not  who  was  to  blame,  and  only  state  the  fact  that  the  prepa- 
rations were  worthier  of  hogs  than  human  beings. 

The  treatment  thus  briefly  stated  would  seem  to  indicate  sufficient 
punishment  for  one  who  has  been  used  to  decent  living  and  who  feels 
in  his  own  heart  at  least  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  no  crime.  But  this 
treatment  is  confined  to  myself,  and  if  it  were  all  of  my  case  I  should 
not  trouble  you  with  this  letter.  I  myself  can  bear  all  that  has  been 
imposed  upon  me  without  writing  you  a  letter  of  complaint,  but  I 
cannot  bear  the  sufferings  which  these  wrongs  to  me  inflict  upon  my 
wife  and  children  who  are  dearer  to  me  than  I  am  to  myself.  It  is  for 
them  and  not  for  myself  that  this  appeal  is  made.  When  I  was  arrested 
my  financial  affairs  were  in  a  condition  rendered  critical  by  the  dangers 
of  the  times,  but  with  my  own  care  there  was  in  them  a  competency 
above  all  my  liabilities.  In  my  absence,  however,  personal  and  political 
enemies  have  taken  every  advantage  of  me  and  at  length  my  little 
fortune  is  gone.  I  am  now  I  fear  a  bankrupt,  and  my  wife  and  children 
are  thrown  upon  the  charity  of  friends.  But  worst  of  all  the  peculiar 
disposition  of  my  wife  renders  her  incapable  of  bearing  these  troubles. 
I  am  advised  that  she  is  breaking  down  with  her  load  of  grief  and  now 
prostrate  upon  a  sick  bed.  To  add  an  overflowing  drop  to  my  cup  of 
bitterness  it  has  been  published  in  the  papers  at  home  that  my  wife 
had  lost  her  mind,  but  I  have  been  assured  this  is  not  true.  I  was 
informed  by  last  night's  mail,  however,  that  she  is  very  ill  and  tlireat- 
ened  with  brain  fever.  Of  course  I  fear  the  worst  and  snspect  that  I 
have  not  been  told  all. 

And  now,  my  dear  sir,  does  not  this  narrative, however  imperfect  and 
incomplete,  show  that  I  have  already  suffered  enough  and  my  poor 
wife  too  much  from  this  imprisonment?  What  let  me  ask  have  I  done 
to  deserve  all  this  or  to  make  it  necessary  thus  to  torture  into  lunacy 
or  death  my  poor  wife?  I  myself  know  of  no  treason  that  I  have  com- 
mitted against  the  United  States,  and  I  frankly  state  to  you  that  I  never 
did  and  do  not  now  design  to  commit  any  such  crime.  I  am  satisfied,  my 
dear  sir,  that  I  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  at  the  instigation  of  per- 
sonal and  political  enemies.  The  Federal  Government  in  my  case  has 
been  made  a  mere  tool  to  work  out  private  hate  against  me. 

I  have  been  informed  that  I  was  arrested  as  editor  of  The  Louisville 
Courier,  a  paper  that  was  suppressed  the  night  of  my  arrest.  I  was 
not  the  editor  of  that  paper,  and  those  who  had  me  arrested  knew  I 
was  not.  I  had  not  been  editor  of  that  paper  for  two  years,  and  if  my 
memory  serves  me  well  I  had  not  written  an  article  for  it  for  six  months 
or  more  until  within  the  last  day  or  two  before  my  arrest.  I  then  wrote 
a  few  pieces  (three  in  all,  I  think)  in  the  absence  of  the  editor  and  at 
the  request  of  the  proprietor,  and  in  accordance  with  his  views  not  my 
own.  I  shirk  no  responsibility,  however,  which  what  I  wrote  may 
involve,  but  am  willing  to  stand  or  fall  by  whatever  went  from  my  pen 
into  print.  I  am  not  willing,  however,  to  have  fixed  upon  me  the 
articles  of  others  and  to  be  made  to  suffer  for  their  sins. 

And  now,  my  dear  sir,  will  you  under  these  circumstances  continue 
to  hold  me  in  prison?  If  you  have  any  charge  against  me  try  me  for 
it  or  let  me  out  upon  bail  sufficient  to  insure  my  appearance  to  answer 
the  charge  at  any  time  you  may  appoint.  If  you  have  no  charge 
against  me  let  me  go,  for  surely  I  have  suffered  enough  already  for 
nothing.  I  make  thi  s  appeal  for  my  liberty  in  behalf  of  my  wife  on  whom 
my  incarceration  weighs  more  heavily  than  upon  myself  If  you  will 
not  release  me  I  hope  you  will  at  least  grant  me  a  respite  of  a  month 
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or  even  three  weeks.  I  "will  give  my  word  of  honor  to  return  here  or 
anywhere  you  may  appoint  at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  and  if  you 
won't  take  my  word  I  will  give  a  bond  in  a  sufficient  penalty  to  satisfy 
you  that  I  ask  this  respite  in  good  faith.  If  I  had  been  allowed  to 
converse  with  my  wife  when  I  was  arrested  I  could  have  reconciled  her 
to  my  fate,  and  1  think  I  can  yet  do  so  if  I  am  allowed  to  see  her  in 
time. 

I  also  ask  this  respite  in  behalf  of  an  infant  of  whom  I  am  the  guard 
ian.  Since  my  imprisonment  a  suit  has  been  biought  in  Louisville 
concerning  this  guardianship,  and  as  1  am  now  financially  ruined  this 
infant  must  lose  heavily  if  I  am  not  permitted  to  attend  to  the  case. 
While  I  ask  no  respite  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  my  own  financial 
affairs  no  matter  how  bad  they  are  I  do  ask  it  for  the  protection  of  this 
infant  who  was  left  to  my  care  by  the  will  of  his  father. 

I  have  now,  my  dear  sir,  said  about  all  that  I  can  say  within  the 
limits  of  a  letter,  and  possibly  I  have  said  too  much  for  my  own  good. 
I  therefore  leave  my  case  with  you  hoping  that  you  will  find  time  to 
act  upon  it  at  once,  so  that  if  I  am  so  fortunate  as  to  get  outside  of 
these  walls  it  may  not  be  when  it  is  too  late  to  do  the  good  which  I 
could  now  most  surely  accomplish  if  I  were  at  home. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  &c., 

E.  T.  DURKETT. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  5, 1861. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Sir:  Let  E.  T.  Durrett,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  be 
released  on  taking  tbe  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  corres])ondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that 
he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
insurrection.  You  will  please  make  tbe  stipulations  a  part  of  the 
oath.  I  transmit  this  order  to  John  S.  Keyes,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal, 
who  has  been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  examina- 
tion to  be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prisoners 
discharged  from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other 
improper  i)apers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  fort. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 


I,  E.  T.  Durrett,  of  Kentucky,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support, 
protect  and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United 
States  against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will 
bear  true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same  any  ordinance,  reso- 
lution or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding;  and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination, 
j)l('dge  and  ])urpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  what- 
soever; and  further  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties 
which  may  be  required  of  me  by  law,  hereby  stipulating  that  I  will 
neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of 
the  United  States  Government  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever 
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with  persons  residing  in  those  States  without  permission  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  also  that  1  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to 
the  United  States  during  the  present  insurrection.    So  help  me  God. 

E.  T.  DURRETT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  9th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1861,  before 
me  at  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor. 

J.  DIMIGK, 
Colonel  Second  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  30,  1861. 
Col.  J.  DiMiCK,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

SiE:  Let  W.  S.  [M.  W.]  Barr,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette, 
be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in 
insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  also  that  he 
will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
insurrection.  You  will  please  make  tlie  stipulations  a  part  of  the 
oath.  I  transmit  this  order  to  John  S.  Keyes,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  who 
has  been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  examination 
to  be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  i)risonors 
discharged  from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other 
improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  fort. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


National  Hotel,  [  Washington,]  December  31, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  Having  already  had  the  honor  of  speaking  with  you  on 
the  case  of  the  Hon.  C.  S.  Morehead,  now  imprisoned  in  Fort  Warren 
by  order  of  the  Government,  I  have  no  intention  of  troubling  you  here 
with  any  discussion  of  its  merits.  1  wish  only  to  submit  some  sugges- 
tions in  his  behalf  and  to  leave  them  to  your  own  consideration. 

Since  Mr.  Morehead's  arrest  in  Kentucky  two  sessions  of  the  Federal 
court  have  been  held  in  that  State,  the  one  at  Frankfort,  the  other  at 
Lpuisville.  At  both  extensive  inquiries  were  made  by  grand  juries 
impaneled  for  the  purpose  of  treasonable  and  other  offenses  against 
the  United  States,  and  many  indictments  were  found.  Though  the 
arrest  of  Mr.  Morehead  was  notorious  and  must  have  turned  the  atten- 
tion of  those  juries  to  him  yet  they  found  nothing  against  him.  He  pro- 
tests his  innocence  of  any  offense  against  the  United  States,  and  nothing 
has  appeared  to  contradict  his  assertion.  He  is  in  possession  of  a 
large  estate  in  the  South,  but  it  is  under  embarrassments  and  incum- 
brances that  will  in  all  probability  consume  it  without  his  personal 
attention  and  exertions.  His  family,  and  especially  his  wife,  is  in 
deepest  distress.  He  has  already  suffered  a  wearisome  and  painful 
imprisonment.  Everything  around  him  is  of  a  character  to  make 
further  imprisonment  iieculiarly  calamitous  to  him.  He  informs  me 
and  I  have  no  doubt  truly  that  his  condition  requires  a  surgical  oper- 
ation that  cannot  be  so  well  submitted  to  in  a  prison. 
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He  is  of  course  most  anxious  to  be  released  from  his  imprisonment ;  but 
anxious  as  he  is  he  liad  rather  sufler  more  than  to  obtain  it  by  taking  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  because  thereby  he  would  in 
all  probability  cause  the  confiscation  of  his  estate  in  the  South.  But 
he  is  willing  if  it  is  required  to  give  his  parole  to  take  no  part  in  the 
present  rebellion  or  war.  This  would  be  adding  his  word  of  honor  to 
the  oath  of  allegiance  that  he  has  often  [taken]  as  Member  of  Congress 
and  as  governor  of  Kentucky.  I  have  myself  but  little  confidence  in 
terms  made  under  such  circtumstances.  The  faithless  will  make  any 
effort  for  their  liberation.  The  honorable  man  would  probably  feel  the 
obligation  imposed  on  him  by  an  unconditional  discharge  more  effectually 
and  usefully  than  he  would  any  terms  that  might  be  exacted  from  him. 
Mr.  Morehead  I  think  is  one  of  those  upon  whom  the  most  liberal  and 
confiding  treatment  would  have  the  most  and  best  effect. 

I  hope  that  you  will  consider  it  proper  to  exact  if  anything  no  more 
than  his  parole  as  tlie  condition  of  his  liberation.  But  if  this  cannot 
be  granted  to  him  then  I  ask  in  his  behalf  that  he  may  on  his  parole 
be  permitted  to  spend  the  winter  in  New  York  where  the  surgical  oper- 
ation before  alluded  to  can  be  better  attended  to.  Eather  than  stay  in 
prison  Mr.  Morehead  would  even  agree  to  banish  himself  to  Europe  if 
the  Government  will  grant  him  his  liberty  on  terms  no  less  onerous. 

I  regret  that  this  letter  is  so  long,  but  I  beg  you  to  read  it  and  to 
notify  me  of  your  decision  as  early  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

J.  J.  CHITTENDEN. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  2,  1862. 
Col.  Maktin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  You  are  authorized  to  discharge  C.  S.  Morehead,  a  polit- 
ical prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  upon  his  giving  his  parole  in  writing 
that  he  will  not  enter  the  State  of  Kentucky  or  any  other  State  where 
an  insurrection  may  exist  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  that  he  will  do  no  act  and  enter  into  no  correspondence  adverse  to  the 
authority  of  the  Government,  and  that  he  will  hold  himself  at  the  dis- 
position of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  until  otherwise 
directed. 

I  am,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Fort  Hamilton,  New  Torlc  Earhor,  January  3,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevitakd,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  J).  C. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  dated  State  Department,  Washington, 
January  2, 1862,  directing  the  discharge  of  C.  S.  Morehead.  I  thought 
it  would  facilitate  your  object  to  transmit  the  same  direct  to  Colonel 
Dimick,  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Warren,  the  post  to  which  the 
prisoner  was  transferred  on  the  29th  of  October  in  obedience  to  your 
orders  to  that  effect.  I  have  accordingly  done  so  and  hope  it  will  meet 
your  approbation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Poet  Warken,  January  4, 1862. 
D.  H.  Craig,  Esq. 

l)iSAR  Sir  :  My  release  was  tendered  me  yesterday  on  condition  of 
taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  and  tliat  I  would  not  go  to  any  of  the 
seceded  States  or  correspond  with  any  one  therein.  1  presume  I  am 
under  obligations  to  you  for  this  favor  and  I  thank  you.  It  is  needless 
to  argue  further. 

It  is  plain  that  the  course  which  you  are  kind  enough  to  advise  me 
to  take  and  that  which  I  think  self-respect  and  self-interest  impera- 
tively command  me  to  follow  are  so  widely  apart  that  there  is  no  middle 
path.  I  hold  this  plain  ground:  I  am  a  citizen  of  Kentucky;  I  have 
been  illegally  taken  from  my  State.  The  power  that  holds  me  and  pro- 
poses terms  has  no  just  right  to  hold  me  or  release  me.  If  I  am  con- 
victed in  a  Kentucky  court  and  sentenced  the  President  may  pardon 
nie.  His  power  begins  and  ends  there.  I  think  justice  will  shortly  be 
done  me.  I  have  more  confidence  in  the  vitality  of  justice  in  this 
country  than  you  seem  to  have.  It  will  not  be  necessary  for  you  to 
answer  madam's  last  letter.  She  will  expect  no  further  assistance 
from  you. 

Eespectfully, 

M.  W.  BAEE. 

[IndorBemenl.] 

From  what  I  know  of  Barr  I  should  say  that  his  past  conduct  entitles 
him  to  expect  nothing  better  than  he  has  received,  and  I  would  rather 
see  him  hanged  than  released  without  conditions. 

D.  H.  C. 


Fort  Warrek,  Boston  Harbor,  January  6, 1862. 
'I,  C.  S.  Morehead,  prisoner  at  Fort  Warren,  do  pledge  my  word  of 
honor  that  I  will  not  enter  the  State  of  Kentucky  or  any  other  State 
where  an  insurrection  may  exist  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States;  that  I  will  do  no  act  or  enter  into  any  correspondence  adverse 
to  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  that  I  will  hold 
myself  at  the  disposition  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States 
until  otherwise  directed. 

0.  S.  MOEEHEAIJ. 

I  attest  the  signature  of  C  S.  Morehead. 

J.  DIMIOK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  January  7, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  *  *  *  I  have  also  to  report  that  W.  S.  [M.  W.] 
Barr  declines  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  required  by  your  letter 
of  December  30. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 
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Fort  Warren,  January  9,  1862. 
Hon.  W,  H.  Se-waed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  was  arrested  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  on  the  19th  of  September  and 
have  been  a  prisoner  since.  I  was  acting  as  telegraphic  correspondent 
of  the  New  Orleans  Associated  Press  when  arrested  and  am  a  jjractical 
telegrapher.  My  release  has  been  tendered  me  on  condition  of  my 
taking  an  oath.  For  reasons  aside  from  political  considerations  I  do 
not  deem  it  to  my  interest  to  take  the  oath.  There  are  doubtless  per- 
sons in  the  South  particularly  among  telegraphic  experts  who  would 
gladly  come  North  if  they  had  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  You  are  aware 
that  telegraphic  implements  as  well  as  experts  are  contraband.  I  would 
gladly  be  sent  South  under  any  parole  proper  under  the  circumstances, 
the  parole  to  be  binding  until  I  have  sent  North  in  exchange  a  person 
"satisfactory  to  your  Department. 
Very  respectfuUj'^, 

M.  W.  BARE. 


Fort  Warren,  January  9,  1862. 
Hon.  Robert  Mallort,  Member  of  Congress. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  to-day  written  to  Mr.  Seward  and  also  to 
Mr.  Crittenden.  I  wish  to  be  allowed  to  go  South  and  send  North 
some  disaffected  telegrapher  in  exchange.  You  are  aware  that  that 
class  of  persons  are  not  allowed  to  enlist  and  I  think  are  not  allowed 
to  leave.  I  might  be  allowed  to  go  under  a  special  parole.  I  had  hopes 
of  being  taken  home  for  trial  but  am  losing  hope.  I  cannot  for  reasons 
which  will  readily  suggest  themselves  to  a  high-minded  gentleman  take 
the  oath,  and  a  parole  without  the  privilege  of  going  South  would 
throw  me  on  the  world  without  emj)loyment.  I  am  indebted  to  you  for 
many  kind  words  and  feel  assured  you  will  add  to  my  obligations  by 
aiding  me  in  this  matter.  You  are  aware  that  1  am  without  means  and 
prison  rations  are  ruining  my  health.  In  the  name  of  my  wife  whom  I 
know  you  love  I  appeal  to  you  to  have  me  sent  South.  Please  answer. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  W.  BARE. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  10,  1862. 
J.  J.  Crittenden,  National  Hotel,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  I  ask  your  pardon  for  omitting  to  acknowledge  tlie 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo  on  tlie  subject  of  Governor 
Morehead.  My  intention  was  to  have  acknowledged  it  at  once,  but 
handing  it  to  a  clerk  with  directions  to  prepare  an  order  for  the  release 
of  the  governor  the  letter  was  not  returned  to  me,  and  accidentally 
through  pressing  avocations  escaped  my  attention.  The  governor's 
release  was  not  accompanied  by  a  condition  requiring  him  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


House  op  Representatives,  January  28, 1862.- 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  furnish  a  passport  to  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  to  Mrs.  Julia  Nicholas  Johnston,  of  Louisville,  Ky.    She 
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wishes  to  join  her  husband,  Mr.  James  Johnston,  who  resides  in  Rich- 
mond. She  informs  me  that  she  is  willing  to  take  any  oath  that  may 
be  presented. 

I  also  inclose  a  letter  from  M.  W.  Barr,  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Warren, 
asking  that  he  be  allowed  to  go  South  and  obtain  some  person  willing 
to  be  exchanged  for  him.  He  is  an  expert  in  telegraphing,  and  acting 
ill  that  capacity  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  the  interest  of  the  so-called  Con- 
iV'derate  States  of  America  subjected  himself  to  arrest.  I  regard  him 
as  worthless  and  his  detention  a  useless  expense  to  the  Government; 
and  whether  he  obtains  an  exchange  or  not  should  bo  released.  I  ask 
this  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  If  a  passport  be  granted  to  Mrs.  John- 
ston I  wish  it  inclosed  to  Maj.  Carey  H.  Fry,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  MALLORY. 

tlntlorsemeut.] 

Acknowledge  and  tell  him  Colonel  Dimick  has  been  directed  to 
release  him  oa  taking  oath  of  allegiance. 

[Inclosure.} 

Fort  Wareen,  January  25, 1862, 
Hon.  Robert  Mallory. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  you  some  two  weeks  since  in  reference  to  being 
sent  South  in  search  of  some  proper  person  to  be  exchanged.  On  the 
same  date  I  addressed  Mr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Crittenden.  Will  you 
please  answer  whether  there  is  any  prospect  of  success  in  this 
application  ? 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  W.  BARR. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  January  29, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren. 

Sir  :  Let  M.  W.  Barr,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  be  released 
on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insur- 
rection against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government  nor 
hold  any  correspondence  whaitever  with  persons  residing  in  those  States 
without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that  he  will 
not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
insurrection. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Fort  Warren,  January  31, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  Some  time  since  I  troubled  you  with  a  letter  asking  to 
be  allowed  to  go  South  in  search  of  a  telegraph  operator  or  newspa])er 
reporter  or  other  person  with  whom  your  Department  would  be  satis- 
fied as  an  exchange.  To-day  I  have  again  been  tendered  my  release 
on  condition  of  taking  the  oath.  In  the  hope  that  by  some  mistake 
the  oath  has  been  sent  instead  of  the  parole  I  take  the  liberty  of  trou 
bling  you  again.  If  impossible  to  allow  me  to  go  South  can  you  con- 
sistently allow  me  to  go  to  Canada  to  remain  during  the  war? 

Very  respectfully,  M.  W.  BARR. 
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Depabtmbnt  of  State,  Washington,  February  4, 1862. 
Hon.  EoBEKT  Malloky,  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo  with  its  iuclosures  has  been 
received.  In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  Col.  Justin  Dimick,  command- 
ing at  -Fort  Warren,  has  been  directed  to  release  M.  W.  Barr  on  his 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Wae  Depaktmewt,  Washington,  February  21, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor. 

Colonel  :  You  will  please  release  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1862, 
the  following  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Warren  upon  their  engaging 
upon  honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in 
hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States :  *  *  *  M.  W. 
Barr. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


FOBT  Waeken,  Boston  Harbor,  March  17, 1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington. 

SiK:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  15tli  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
the  following-named  persons  have  taken  their  parole  and  left  agreeably 
to  your  order  of  the  21st  ultimo :    *     *    *    M.  W.  Barr.    *    *     * 
I  am,  sir,  with  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


War  DEPAKTMi:N'j',  Washington,  March  18, 1862. 
The  Secretary  of  War: 

The  undersigned  requests  that  Governor  Morehead,  now  on  parole  at 
New  York,  be  unconditionally  discharged,  and  represents  that  in  his 
opinion  an  order  for  his  discharge  unconditionally  would  be  for  the 
benefit  and  advantage  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

J.  J.  CRITTENDEN. 


War  Depae'j:m!:n'1',  Washington,  March  18, 1862. 
Mr.  Webster  is  directed  to  discbarge  Governor  Morehead,  now  on 
parole  at  New  York,  unconditionally. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Deliver  the  certificate  of  discharge  care  of  Hon.  J.  J.  Crittenden, 
National  Hotel. 
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War  Depaktment,  Washington,  March  19, 1862. 
Charles  S,  Moeehead. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  discharge  you  from 
the  conditions  of  the  parole  given  by  you  at  the  time  of  your  release 
from  Fort  Warren. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

B.  D.  WEBSTER. 


CO.Vir'EUKR.A.TE    CORBESPOTiTDBISrCE:,   ETC. 

New  Orleans,  January  24, 1862. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

The  undersigned  composing  the  Associated  Press  of  New  Orleans 
desire  to  represent  that  M.  W.  Barr,  who  resided  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and 
who  was  the  telegraphic  agent  of  the  Associated  Press  for  the  Southern 
States  has  been  arrested  in  Louisville  whilst  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty  and  is  now  incarcerated  in  Fort  Warren.  No  charge  has  been 
made  by  the  United  States  Government  against  Mr.  Barr  and  he  was 
arrested  solely  in  consequence  of  his  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  Mr.  Barr  has  a  large  family  who 
are  dependent  upon  him  for  their  support.  His  usefulness  to  the  press 
of  the  Confederate  States  as  a  telegraphic  operator  cannot  be  exag- 
gerated. We  beg  that  you  will  exert  your  influence  to  have  Mr.  Barr 
liberated  and  restored  to  his  family  and  to  his  country. 
EespectfuUy  submitted. 

HENEY  J.  LEON, 

Of  The  Delta. 
J.  V.  E.  ADAMS, 

Of  The  Crescent. 
WM.  J.  SEYMOUE, 

Of  The  Bulletin. 
JOHN  MAGINNIS, 

Of  The  True  Delta. 
G.  P.  WUSSE  &  CO., 

Of  The  Neio  Orleans  Bee. 
A.  M.  HOLBEOOK, 

Of  The  Picayune. 


Cases  of  Messrs.  Gilchrist,  Haig  and  Wyatt. 

William  Gilchrist  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
September  20, 1861,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafay- 
ette and  from  thence  transferred  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor.  Gil- 
christ was  charged  with  having  been  an  agent  of  the  rebels,  supplying 
them  with  contraband  goods,  caps,  primers,  surgical  instruments,  &c. 
The  evidence  of  his  guilt  was  contained  in  afiidavits  made  by  L.  C. 
Baker,  Government  detective,  who  representing  himself  to  be  an  agent 
of  the  Southern  Confederacy  drew  from  Gilchrist  statements  to  the 
effect  that  for  nearly  three  months  he  had  been  purchasing  contraband 
goods  and  shipping  them  to  one  Haig  at  Baltimore  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  Confederate  States;  knew  all  goods  so  purchased  and  forwarded  to 
Haig  had  been  transmitted  to  said  States;  that  he  pointed  out  several 
large  boxes  which  he  said  contained  cannon  primers,  percussion  caps, 
surgical  instruments,  &c.,  purchased  for  said  Haig.     Letters  to  and 
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from  Gilchrist  [were  found]  showing  his  suspicious  dealings  with  Haig 
and  others  in  war  materials.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  dated  November  2, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Dimick  to 
release  Gilchrist  from  custody  at  Fort  Warren,  he  having  been  indicted 
in  the  U.  S.  district  court  for  treason  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.  He  wiis 
accordingly  released  from  Port  Warren,  and  taken  into  custody  by  the 
civil  authorities  under  the  indictment  aforementioned. 

James  M.  Haig  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
September  21, 1861,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafay- 
ette. He  was  charged  with  having  been  an  agent  of  the  rebels,  sup- 
plying them  with  contraband  goods,  caps,  primers,  surgical  instruments, 
&c.  The  evidence  of  his  guilt  was  contained  in  the  affidavit  of  L.  C. 
Baker,  Government  detective,  who  representing  himself  to  be  an  agent 
of  the  Southern  Confederacy  drew  from  one  Gilchrist  who  was  con- 
cerned with  Haig  statements  that  for  nearly  three  months  he  (Gilchrist) 
had  been  purchasing  contraband  goods  and  shipping  them  to  Haig  at 
Baltimore  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Confederate  States,  Numerous  let- 
ters to  and  from  Haig  support  the  above-mentioned  evidence  and  show 
his  suspicious  dealings  in  war  materials.  An  order  was  issued  from  the 
Department  of  State  dated  October  26, 1861,  directing  Marshal  Eobert 
Murray  to  release  Haig  on  the  ground  of  insanity  and  to  deliver  him  to 
his  friends  in  New  "lork.  Afterward  Haig  having  recovered  from  his 
insanity  and  having  applied  to  be  finally  released  from  custody  an 
order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  December  9, 
1861,  directing  General  John  A.  Dix  to  release  him  on  his  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  giving  his  parole  of  honor  to  do  no  hostile  act. 

This  man  [Felix  Wyatt]  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  September  21, 1861,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  committed  to  Fort 
Lafayette  and  from  thence  transferred  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor. 
He  was  charged  with  having  been  an  agent  of  the  rebels,  supplying 
them  with  contraband  goods,  caps,  telegraph  wire,  &c.  The  evidence 
of  his  guilt  was  contained  in  the  correspondence,  bills  and  memoranda 
found  on  his  person  and  premises  showing  his  negotiations  for  telegraph 
wire,  6,  12  and  24  pound  shot,  &c. ;  also  showing  his  connection  with 
certain  parties  named  Haig  and  Gilchrist  in  suspicious  dealings  in  war 
materials.  The  said  Felix  Wyatt  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren 
February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that 
Department. — From  Record  Boole,  State  Department,  ^^ Arrests  for  Dis- 
loyalty." 


Office  Chief  Detective,  Dbpakohment  of  Police, 

Philadelphia,  September  19, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
Sir: 

*  W  Tf  m  *  *  :r 

Mr.  Baker  and  myself  are  now  busy  in  working  up  the  case  of  the 
cannon  primers  I  seized  some  time  since  consigned  to  Baltimore.  We 
arrested  one  of  the  parties  this  afternoon,  a  Mr.  Haig,  and  expect  to 
arrest  Gilchrist  and  Wyatt  to-morrow  morning,  Haig's  confederates, 
and  will  then  seize  the  caps  and  instruments  amounting  to  several 
thousand  dollars  in  value  and  will  thereafter  make  a  full  report  of  our 
proceeding  to  you. 

B.  F[RANKLINJ. 
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September  19, 1861. 
Mr.  MuNSON.* 

Dear  Sir:  1  can  not  and  will  not  co-operate  with  you  in  your 
schemes  against  the  North  for  aid  of  the  rebels  and  you  will  therefore 
save  yourself  any  further  trouble  upon  the  subject.    My  sentiments 
are  purely  Union  and  nothing  else. 
Yours,  &c., 

F.  WYATT. 


Philadelphia,  September  20, 1861. 
Secretary  of  State: 

Please  send  me  an  order  to  arrest  and  convey  to  Fort  Lafayette  James 
M.  Haig,  F.  Wyatt  and  William  Gilchrist  for  supplying  ammunition  to 
the  rebels.    All  right.    I  have  full  evidence.    Do  it  immediately. 

WILLIAM  MILLWAED, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  20, 1861. 
William  Millward,  U.  8.  Marshal,  Philadelphia : 

Arrest  James  M.  Haig,  F.  Wyatt  and  William  Gilchrist  and  send 
them  to  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 


Philadelphia,  September  20, 1861. 
W.  H.  Seward  : 

Wyatt  and  Gilchrist  are  arrested.    They  are  contractors  for  the 
Confederacy.    The  proof  is  positive. 

L.  0.  BAKEE. 


Fort  McHenry,  September  21, 1861. 
William  H.  Seward: 

*    '     *     Haig  has  been  arrested.    I  had  to  send  to  Philadelphia  to 
take  him.    •    *    * 

■       JOHN  A.  DIX. 


Philadelphia,  September  21,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir  :  My  time  has  been  so  much  taken  nj)  with  the  late  impor- 
tant arrests  in  this  city  that  it  has  been  im])ossible  as  yet  to  make  any 
detailed  statements  as  to  the  several  iiarties  arrested.  I  have  had  a 
long  conversation  to-day  with  James  M.  Haig.  He  has  given  me  the 
names  of  a  large  number  of  persons  in  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and 
New  York  who  are  engaged  in  purchasing  and  forwarding  contraband 
goods  on  a  large  scale.  Some  of  these  persons  are  tilling  contracts  at 
this  time  for  our  Government.  There  was  a  company  formed  composed 
of  leading  bankers  and  merchants  for  the  purchase  of  $300,000  worth 
of  goods.    The  steamer  is  purchased  and  was  to  clear  for  California 

*  Munson  was  an  assumed  name  of  Col.  L.  C.  Baker,  a  Government  agent.  See 
Gilchiist  to  Archibald,  October  6. 
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and  run  the  blockade.  George  Law,  of  New  York,  is  in  this  enterpris 
If  we  can  keep  the  fact  of  the  arrest  of  the  Philadelphia  partnei 
quiet  for  a  few  days  I  am  confident  we  can  arrfest  many  more.  Ball 
more  seems  to  be  the  fountain  head  of  the  enterprise.  Messrs.  Johi 
ston  Bros.  &  Co.,  bankers  of  Baltimore,  are  deeply  implicated.  Tht 
hold  a  pass  from  the  Secretary  of  War  which  enables  them  to  pai 
to  and  fro  whenever  they  think  proper.  This  statement  I  have  fro 
Haig  and  others.  We  have  the  most  damning  proof  against  the  partii 
now  under  arrest,  having  found  all  their  correspondence.  I  will  forwai 
a  full  statement  as  soon  as  time  will  permit. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

L.  C.  BAKEK. 


Baltimore,  September  26, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir  :  Pardon  the  liberty  of  an  utter  stranger  in  addressii 
you  a  few  lines.  My  only  excuse  is  a  deep-seated,  earnest  feeling 
behalf  of  my  beloved  country.  My  only  object  is  to  give  correct  info 
mation  and  make  a  timely  warning.  I  observe  by  the  public  prints  th; 
James  M.  Haig,  a  resident  of  this  city,  has  been  arrested  in  Philadt 
phia  and  transferred  to  Port  Lafayette  charged  with  treason  and  re 
dering  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels  at  the  same  time  he  was  represeutii 
himself  a  loyal  citizen  and  had  a  contract  with  the  Government  f 
furnishing  hay.  I  desire  to  caution  you  particularly  in  reference  to  th 
man  Haig.  He  is  one  of  the  most  consummate  scoundrels  to  be  four 
in  the  whole  country,  and  I  wish  to  say  to  you  do  not  take  any  stat 
ments  whatever  in  reference  to  this  man's  innocence  or  in  mitigation 
his  offense  and  thereby  grant  him  his  liberty  again.  Now  that  y( 
have  him  hold  on  to  him.  No  oath  of  allegiance  made  by  him  would  1 
worth  one  straw.  There  is  abundance  of  testimony  against  him,  and 
vast  number  of  the  people  of  this  city  would  not  believe  him  on  h 
oath.  I  state  this  to  show  the  folly  of  granting  him  his  liberty  by  h 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  our  Government.  As  efiorts  are  beii 
made  by  some  friends  of  his  to  obtain  for  him  his  liberty  let  me  cauti( 
you  to  listen  to  no  reasons  they  may  offer,  no  representations  they  ms 
make  whatever,  but  as  you  have  the  scoundrel  hold  on  to  him  until  tl 
end  of  our  unfortunate  troubles  and  then  deal  with  him  as  he  deservt 

In  conclusion  pardon  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  addressing  you  the 
few  lines.  Continue  the  good  work  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  until  evei 
rebel  has  received  his  just  deserts  and  made  to  feel  as  they  deserve  t] 
fruits  of  their  ignominious  doings. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem,  I  am,  my  dear  sir,  very  trul 
your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WILSON. 


Port  Lafayette,  September  30, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  my  case  of  impriso 
meut.  I  was  arrested  on  the  20th  instant  in  Philadelphia  without  wa 
rant  and  incarcerated  here  without  a  shadow  of  charge  and  certain 
without  being  guilty  of  any  crime  against  the  Government  or  ai 
infringement  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.    I  most  earnestly  b( 
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your  consideration  and  my  discharge,  and  to  manifest  my  loyalty  am 
willing  to  take  any  oath  to  faithfully  obey  the  laws  and  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  Government. 

Trusting  to  have  the  honor  of  your  early  reply,  I  remain,  very  truly, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  WYATT. 


.  Poet  Lafayette,  October  1, 1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  Washington. 

Deab  Sib  :  I  have  been  here  over  a  week  and  have  refrained  from 
troubling  you,  relying  on  perhaps  a  misunderstood  promise  of  Marshal 
Millward,  of  Philadelphia,  and  a  belief  in  my  mind  that  my  aiTest  was 
infended  to  shield  me  from  the  suspicion  of  being  the  cause  of  the 
arrest  of  my  companions,  as  the  whole  of  this  arrest  was  evidently  pre- 
mature and  caused  by  the  unwise  action  of  Mr.  Franklin,  Philadelphia 
detective,  and  of  Mr.  Baker  (if  that  is  his  name),  Government  detective, 
interfering  with  Mr.  Millward's  plans  and  way  of  using  me.  it  is  a 
matter  of  as  deep  grief  to  me  tbat  Messrs.  Haig  and  Wyatt  should  be 
here  as  myself,  for  it  never  was  my  intention  to  lead  them  into  «uch  a 
situation.  My  wholeobject  was  to  learn  the  plans  of  Governor  Letcher 
and  Jeff.  Davis  and  to  get  their  plans  to  work  through  ine.  I  believe 
if  Mr.  Millward  and  I  had  not  been  interfered  with  that  we  would 
verily  have  succeeded,  and  these  gentlemen  I  should  have  claimed  and 
did  claim  as  my  aids.  1  have  no  doubt  and  can  prove  I  think  that  I 
should  have  ascertained  all  their  secret  plans,  have  been  able  to  point 
out  their  resources  for  at  least  half  a  million  in  money  and  enabled  the 
Government  to  strike  a  heavy  blow  where  it  would  have  been  felt.  By 
this  interference  of  detectives  that  has  all  been  prevented  and  the 
barren  arrest  of  three  individuals  the  only  result. 

I  presume  that  Marshal  Millward  has  sent  you  a  voluntary  statement 
which  I  made  to  him  in  Moyamensing  Prison  which  is  a  true  statement 
of  all  I  have  ever  done  in  this  way;  and  as  I  presume  my  case  is  not 
by  any  means  the  only  business  you  have  under  consideration  I  will 
take  the  liberty  to  state  concisely  my  every  step,  all  of  which  state- 
ment can  be  verified  by  officers  of  the  Government  in  Washington  or 
Philadelphia. 

First.  The  only  lot  of  goods  I  ever  bought  was  perhaps  over  two 
mouths  ago  and  is  the  lot  I  referred  to  in  my  voluntary  statement  to  Mr. 
Millward  above  referred  to,  and  was  before  any  intimation  of  such  goods 
being  forbidden.  Baltimore  was  given,  but  when  I  was  in  New  York 
buying  this  lot  of  goods  1  addressed  you  from  Sweeny's  Hotel,  New 
York,  saying  that  I  was  buying  army  goods  for  the  Baltimore  market 
on  commission,  and  would  not  forward  the  same  if  instructed  by  you 
not  to ;  that  I  was  a  British  subject,  a  long  time  blessed  by  your  Gov- 
ernment, having  less  right  to  strain  your  laws  than  a  native  born ;  tliat 
I  presumed  there  was  nothing  wi'ong  in  my  buying,  &c.,  but  that  your 
objection  addressed  to  my  office  in  Philadelphia  would  be  obeyed.  I 
received  no  reply. 

Second.  I  was  assured  by  Mr.  Haig,  my  Baltimore  principal,  that 
these  goods  were  for  loyal  and  legitimate  trade.  I  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  him  and  did  not.  In  fact  I  had  many  reasons  to  believe  that 
there  was  a  large,  profitable  and  legitimate  trade  in  Baltimore  and 
Washington  for  these  goods.  But  on  being  applied  to  a  second  time  I 
made  up  my  mind  that  these  goods  might  be  intended  lor  the  enemy. 
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My  suspicions  were  aroused  by  the  amount  that  was  said  to  be  needed 
and  the  certainty  of  such  a  large  amount  of  money  being  forthcoming 
and  yet  some  delays  in  getting  a  mere  percentage — $200,000  being 
named  and  $500  hard  to  get;  also  from  some  memoranda  of  names. 
&c.,  being  shown  me  hailing  from  Saint  Mary's,  which  I  supposed  bul 
did  not  tiien  know  was  on  the  Chesapeake.  I  immediately  determined 
in  place  of  utterly  refusing,  which  I  should  have  done,  that  the  best  waj 
I  could  serve  the  country  of  my  wife  and  children  was  to  appear  to  fall 
into  the  plan,  get  all  knowledge  of  its  raniiflcations,for  the  Govern 
ment's  use,  and  I  set  about  it  in  what  I  thought  was  the  best  way,  bu1 
which  eventuated  most  unfortunately  for  me. 

Third.  A  friend  procured  for  me  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Mr.  Cam 
eron,  Secretary  of  War,  from  Collector  Thomas,  of  Philadelphia.  ] 
tried  to  get  other  letters  to  him,  but  concluded  that  as  my  business  was 
secret  the  less  noise  I  made  about  it  tlie  better,  so  did  not  try  verj 
hard.  I  proceeded  to  Washington  and  called  at  the  War  Office 
could  not  obtain  an  interview  but  was  referred  by  Mr.  Scott  to  Genera 
McClellan.  Captain  Williams,  his  aide,  received  me  and  heard  mj 
story.  He  seemed  pleased  and  interested  and  spoke  encouragingly 
•and  requested  me  to  put  it  in  writing  which  I  did,  expressing  th( 
desire  that  1  might  be  allowed  to  encourage  the  trade  through  thii 
channel  under  full  knowledge  of  the  Government,  and  suggesting  a 
one  means  that  I  be  allowed  to  furnish  a  large  order  of  caps  and  can 
non  primers  made  on  purpose,  utterly  worthless,  which  could  easih 
have  been  done,  offering  ray  services  as  the  Government's  secret  agen 
and  suggesting  that  I  should  want  at  least  one  aid.  I  returned  homi 
and  waited  some  time  for  a  reply.  After  some  days'  delay  Captaii 
Williams  wrote  to  me  (which  letter  is  doubtless  among  my  papers)  tha 
the  Government  had  instituted  a  secret  service  department  under  th^ 
head  of  General  Porter  and  asking  permission  to  hand  my  letter  ove 
to  him,  which  I  immediately  assented  to.  Captain  Williams  in  ou 
conversation  recognized  the  delicacy  of  my  proposed  operations  an( 
the  necessity  that  might  arise  of  my  actually  operating  some. 

Fourth.  It  was  some  few  weeks  after  this  that  not  hearing  froB 
General  Porter  and  being  forced  to  keep  up  the  correspondence  an( 
promise  of  buying  goods,  that  I  procured  a  letter  of  introduction  fron 
General  Curran,  of  Illinois,  to  Mr.  Nicolay,  the  President's  privab 
secretary,  to  same  end.  I  forwarded  this  by  mail  and  waited  anxiousl; 
for  a  reply  which  after  at  least  a  week's  delay  reached  me  stating  tha 
my  letter,  &c.,  had  been  handed  over  to  General  Porter. 

Fifth.  Just  about  now  some  more  goods  were  wanted  and  money  pu 
in  my  hands  to  purchase  same  ($900),  and  I  was  bothered  to  know  ho\ 
to  act.  I  succeeded  in  persuading  my  principal  that  such  goods  wouh 
be  unsafe  in  Baltimore  and  suggesting  that  Philadelphia  was  the  bes 
depot,  which  agreed  with  his  wishes  and  plans ;  being  about  to  undertak 
some  hay  contract  with  the  Government  so  I  did  not  hesitate  to  speni 
that  money  and  ]mt  the  goods  in  my  loft.  I  intended  to  write  to  Gen 
eral  Porter  as  soon  as  I  had  the  goods  referring  to  my  former  actioi 
above  named,  and  informing  him  of  the  goods  I  had  on  hand  and  asl 
instructions. 

Sixth.  Ou  my  way  down  to  the  Mercantile  Library  to  read  the  aftei 
noon  papers  I  noticed  for  the  first  time  the  sign  of  U.  S.  marshal, 
was  ashamed  and  surprised  that  I  had  never  thought  of  this  office 
before  and  that  I  had  been  unwise  enough  to  go  to  Washington  when 
might  have  staid  home.    J  called  on  him  early  next  morning  an( 
showed  him  the  only  credential  I  had  (Captain  Williams'  letter),  am 
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explained  what  I  had  to  say.  He  said  that  I  was  just  in  time;  that  I 
had  been  informed  on  and  that  he  was  glad  1  had  come  to  him;  he 
would  protect  me,  &c.  That  evening  1  received  the  goods  above  named 
and  the  next  morning  called  at  Mr.  Millward's  liouse  before  8  o'clock 
and  informed  him  of  the  fact  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  showed  liim 
the  goods,  where  they  laid  until  the  day  of  my  arrest  some  two  weeks 
perhaps,  and  perhaps  are  there  yet.  The  total  value  of  these  goods  is 
less  than  $800  and  is  re])orted  in  the  news])apers  at  $10,000.  From 
that  time  up  to  my  arrest  I  reported  everything  to  Mr.  Millward,  and 
during  his  absence  to  Mr.  Franklin  as  per  his  recjuest.  I  proposed  a 
plan  to  him  which  involved  my  going  to  Richmond  andwbicli  certainly 
would  have  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the  secret  agents  of  the  enemy 
in  Philadelphia  and  New  York  and  the  attaching  of  certainly  a  very 
large  amount  of  money,  all  of  which  he  has  doubtless  reported  to  you. 
The  risk  I  incurred  if  discovered  in  Richmond  was  certain  death,  but 
so  confident  of  success  was  I  that  I  cheerfully  accepted  it. 

Seventh.  The  arrests  of  others  that  are  here  have  been  caused  I 
doubt  not  by  my  communication  to  Captain  Williams  and  my  informa- 
tion to  Marshal  Millward.  The  plan  adopted  by  the  man  Baker  who 
decoyed  Mr.  Haig  by  the  promise  of  $50,000  of  profit  was  all  based  on 
my  information,  and  was  grossly  mismanaged  by  him  and  Mr.  Frank- 
lin, who  evidently  desire  a  reputation  for  ability  they  do  not  possess. 

Eighth.  For  the  truth  of  all  these  statements,  without  calling  par- 
ticular attention  of  any  one  to  any  one  part,  I  beg  to  refer  to  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War  Scott;  Captain  Williams,  aide  to  General  McClellan ; 
Mr.  Ficolay,  His  Excellency  the  President's  private  secretary;  Eev. 
George  Collins,  Baxter's  Fire  Zouaves,  all  in  Washington ;  to  Mr.Eobert 
Wade,  William  Knight  and  Edwin  Clinton,  merchants  of  Philadelphia; 
also  to  Mr.  Kettle,  802  North  Nineteenth  street,  Philadelphia,  and  my 
wife.  None  may  perhaps  know  of  this  plan  in  detail  (in  fact  none  do) 
except  Captain  Williams  and  Marshal  Millward,  but  each  will  be  able 
on  reading  this  to  point  out  some  place  they  can  corroborate. 

Ninth.  Marshal  Millward  has  hinted  a  complaint  that  I  was  not 
acting  fairly  by  him,  but  has  not  specified;  but  Mr.  Franklin  complains 
that  I  sent  down  a  box  of  cannon  primers  to  Baltimore  the  d.ay  before  I 
called  on  Marshal  Millward.  This  is  true ;  but,  first,  I  had,  as  Captain 
Williams  and  I  talked  it,  to  appear  to  fall  into  the  business;  second,  I 
sent  the  goods  to  a  new  and  wealthy  house,  P.  W.  Bennett  &  Co.,  who 
might  be  the  enemy's  agent;  third,  I  could  and  would  have  telegraphed 
the  Government  in  time  to  prevent  their  leaving  Baltimore.  Such  was 
my  intention  if  I  failed  to  have  Mr.  Haig  order  tho.m  back ;  and  fourth, 
I  persuaded  him  to  so  order  them  back  the  first  thing  next  morning  and 
it  was  done.  1  sent  the  box  to  Adams  Express  under  a  fictitious  name 
which  Mr.  Franklin  complains  of,  but  this  was  done  to  show  my  princi- 
pal how  cautious  I  was,  for  with  my  sujjposed  relations  with  the  Gov- 
ernment there  was  surely  no  such  necessity  and  doubtless  any  other 
seemingly  disloyal  acts  are  as  easily  explained. 

Tenth.  As  I  have  never  been  naturalized  or  voted  my  opinions  on  the 
questions  of  the  day  can  be  of  but  little  importance.  1  should  have  more 
contempt  for  an  American  who  would  forswear  his  country  than  for  any 
other  man,  but  for  any  one  to  do  so  is  in  my  opinion  on  a  par  with  for- 
swearing one's  mother.  I  have  no  great  faith  in  republican  institutions 
being  very  much  an  admirer  of  Alison  as  expressed  in  his  History  oi 
Europe.  Consequently  my  notions  of  political  economy  are  anti- Ameri- 
can, yet  as  a  resident  here,  as  the  husband  of  a  Yankee  wife  and  father 
of  Ajnerican  children  I  have  never  known  a  disloyal  feeling  to  the 
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Government  and  expecting  to  spend  my  days  under  it  have  been  read^ 
and  willing  to  do  my  share  toward  its  support.  I  offered  it  my  sou  ai 
a  petty  officer  in  the  Jinvj  or  assistant  surgeon  in  the  army  for  both  o 
wliich  he  is  competent,  and  had  I  seen  an  opening  for  my  services  wouh 
gladly  have  offered  them.  I  have  never  wanted  in  love  and  loyalt; 
to  the  Government,  only  faith  that  it  was  fit  for  mortals.  Between  thi 
North  and  the  (South  I  have  thought  that  the  rebels  had  the  best  of  thi 
letter  of  the  law  and  the  North  of  the  spirit,  and  1  have  only  complaiiie( 
that  our  Government  did  not  use  stronger  means  and  put  the  whole  lan( 
under  martial  law.    My  residence  here  has  strengthened  that  regret. 

1  declare  solemnly  before  God,  my  maker,  that  all  above  stated  is  trm 
and  that  I  never  meant  to  help  the  enemy  the  value  of  a  wish  am 
would  be  happy  to  swear  to  the  truth  of  all  here  stated. 

Eleventh.  I  am  willing  and  desire  to  serve  the  Government.  I  an 
reputed  to  be  and  (without  egotism)  am  very  smart  and  intelligent, 
would  not  be  willing  to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  army  for  I  could  no 
support  my  family  at  it.  1  have  had  some  military  experience  au( 
been  under  fire  in  Canada  during  the  rebellion  over  twenty  years  ago 
and  every  one  who  knows  me  will  say  that  I  am  cool,  brave  and  accus 
tomed  to  manage  men.  I  have  an  idea  that  I  can  now  be  turned  t( 
large  advantage  of  the  Government  in  consequence  of  this  imprisonmen 
and  would  court  a  chance  of  i)ersonally  explaining.  My  wife's  brothe 
is  General  Cox,  of  the  Kanawha  division,  under  whom  with  a  Goloue 
Baxter,  of  Philadelphia  Fire  Zouaves,  I  would  like  to  be  it  in  a  militar; 
capacity.  1  ask  the  liberty  of  reporting  myself  at  Washington  and  ii 
half  an  hour's  conversation  I  iiledge  myself  to  prove  my  innocence  an( 
to  suggest  an  employment  and  a  duty  that  you  will  certainly  desir< 
me  to  perform.  If  not,  your  wish  that  I  shall  remain  at  Fort  Lafayett 
shall  be  my  law.  I  beg  to  repeat  that  my  companions  being  here  i 
my  most  painful  thought. 

May  I  beg  an  intimation  of  your  intentions  toward  me.  I  hav 
aimed  to  say  no  unnecessary  word  and  this  is  as  short  as  I  can  write 
My  family,  used  to  be  comfortably  taken  care  of,  are  penniless  almos 
and  unprotected.  I  can't  believe  your  design  is  to  inflict  unnecessar; 
injury  and  regret  the  trouble  my  inexperience  has  undoubtedly  alread; 
given  you  and  pray  for  the  success  of  your  cause. 
EespectfuUy, 

WILLIAM   GILCHEIST. 

P.  S. — I  understand  that  my  friend  Mr.  Wyatt's  friends  have  pre 
ceeded  to  Washington  with  good  prospects  of  effecting  his  release 
The  officers  in  Philadelphia  made  unnecessary  remarks  to  him  impli 
eating  me  in  his  arrest.  May  I  beg  that  you  will  order  that  such  iiifoi 
mation  as  I  have  furnished  may  be  confidential,  so  that  I  may  have  n 
enemy  unnecessarily  made. 

W.  G. 


FoET  McHenry,  October  2.  imi. 
[Hon.  William  H.  Seward.] 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Mrs.  Haig,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Ilaig  who  is  incarcerate! 
at  Fort  Lafayette,  is  desirous  of  seeing  you  in  regard  to  her  husband 
who  was  arrested  for  carrying  on  a  trade  in  contraband  articles  wit] 
the  Confederate  States.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  as  several  lot 
of  valuable  goods  have  been  taken  and  confiscated.    I  suppose  th 
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question  will  be — assuming  that  lie  has  had  pecuniary  profit  alone  in 
view  and  has  not  only  signally  failed  but  been  a  serious  loser— what 
should  be  the  extent  of  his  incarceration. 

Begging  to  commend  Mrs.  Haig  to  your  kind  consideration,  whatever 
you  may  think  proper  to  do  with  her  husband,  I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 

Poet  Lafayette,  October  5, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention  to  my  case, 
as  I  understand  that  1  am  confined  by  your  order  in  this  garrison.  I 
beg  here  to  state  that  I  have  committed  no  offense  against  the  United 
States  Government;  that  I  am  a  naturalized  citizen,  having  resided  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore  since  I  was  fourteen  years  of  age  and  am  now 
thirty-five,  and  have  always  beeu  as  far  as  1  know  a  good,  peaceable 
citizen,  and  have  supported  the  laws  and  all  the  institutions  of  my 
adopted  country, 

I  am  charged  I  understand  with  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 
I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  have  never  bought,  sold  or  delivered  any 
goods  to  the  Southern  States  since  the  war  or  to  any  of  its  agents  or 
to  the  rebels,  I  knowing  them  to  be  such.  I  keep  a  store  in  Baltimore 
and  do  not  know  many  of  my  customers,  as  my  goods  are  always  sold 
for  cash,  and  I  purchase  the  most  of  the  goods  I  sell  iu  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  where  I  have  been  dealing  these  twenty  years.  If  I  am 
selling  any  goods  that  the  Government  is  opposed  to  my  selling  I  will 
give  my  word  of  honor  to  sell  no  more  of  such  goods  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  opposed  to.  It  is  tiue  I  was  called  ui)on  by  a  person  who  I 
afterward  found  was  a  Government  detective  and  applied  to  to  purchase 
goods,  but  I  will  here  most  solemnly  assert  that  1  never  pnrchased, 
sold  or  delivered  any  goods  to  said  agent  or  even  priced  any  goods  for 
the  said  Government  detective,  and  had  he  not  called  upon  me  I  should 
not  have  been  confined  in  this  fort. 

1  think  it  is  a  very  hard  case  for  me  that  the  Government  should  have 
offered  me  a  commission  of  25  per  cent,  on  $200,000  through  its  detect- 
ive and  then  arrest  me  for  it  and  take  me  away  from  my  business  and 
family.  I  should  never  have  thought  of  such  a  thing  had  the  Govern- 
ment detective  not  called  upon  me. 

I  am  perfectly  willing  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Government 
to  support  the  Government  and  obey  its  laws,  and  sincerely  hope  you 
will  grant  me  my  release  from  here  so  1  can  go  home,  be  witli  my  wife 
and  helpless  children  and  be  able  to  attend  to  my  business  which  is 
suffering  by  my  absence.  I  am  willing  to  give  bond  to  the  Government 
if  they  will  give  me  my  release  on  my  parole  of  honor  to  stand  my  trial 
whenever  called  upon  by  the  Government  to  do  so.  I  will  give  bond 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore  where  I  ain  best  known. 

Hoping,  my  dear  sir,  you  will  give  my  case  a  favorable  consideration 
and  allow  me  to  return  to  my  business  and  my  family,  who  are  suffer- 
ing severely  from  my  detention  here  (I  have  just  received  a  letter  from 
my  wife  in  which  she  states  that  she  is  very  ill) ;  if  you  will  grant  me 
my  release  either  by  giving  bond  or  on  i)arole  of  honor  to  stand  my 
trial  at  any  time  the  Government  may  appoint  to  try  my  case,  or  grant 
me  my  release  by  taking  the  oath  to  support  the  Government  which  I 
will  cheerfully  do  1  shall  feel  under  lasting  obligations  to  you,  and  so 
will  also  my  wife  and  infant  children. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  HAIG. 
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Fort  Lafayette,  October  6,  1861. 
E,  M.  Archibald,  Esq.,  British  Consul,  New  York. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  a  native  of  Canada,  the  son  of  a  British  soldier; 
have  been  a  resident  of  the  United  States  about  twenty- three  years; 
have  never  been  naturalized  or  declared  my  intention  of  becoming  an 
American  citizen.  Mr.  W.  H.  Duane,  58  Maiden  Lane,  can  assure  you 
of  above  facts  as  much  as  anybody  I  know  of.  I  have  written  him  to 
call  upon  you,  and  if  it  is  not  objectionable  would  be  very  much  obliged 
if  you  would  allow  him  to  read  this  letter. 

I  was  arrested  in  Philadelphia  (where  I  reside  to  do  business)  on  20th 
of  September  and  brought  here  Monday  morning,  23d.  A  monstrous 
invention,  purporting  to  be  an  account  of  my  case,  was  published  in 
New  York  Herald,  24:th.  I  was  reluctant  to  trouble  you,  as  I  thought 
that  the  Government  would  release  me  without  and  had  been  led  to 
suppose  so  by  the  officers  who  arrested  me.  So  after  waiting  a  week  I 
directed  a  letter  to  Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  at  Wash- 
ington, on  October  1.  Not  having  received  any  reply  I  now  appeal  to 
you,  and  beg  in  as  concise  a  way  as  I  can  to  submit  all  the  facts  in  my 
case,  premising,  however,  that  I  have  never  had  any  distinct  charge 
made  against  me;  that  1  was  in  Philadelphia  prevented  from  holding 
communication  with  any  one ;  was  refused  counsel  or  appeal  to  British 
consul,  and  that  a  young  man  in  my  office  was  kept  in  prison  as  I  was 
informed  merely  for  having  my  card  case  which  contained  my  consul's 
certificate,  which  I  suppose  he  was  carrying  to  my  attorney.  The  TJ.  S. 
marshal  showed  me  this  certificate  in  his  own  possession ;  refused  to 
give  it  up  to  me,  so  that  he  had  every  reason  to  know  that  I  was  a 
British  subject. 

I  had  been  thrown  out  of  business  by  these  troubles,  was  compara- 
tively idle  when  some  two  or  three  months  ago  I  was  offered  a  commis- 
sion for  buying  India-rubber  overcoats,  blankets,  &c.,  Colt's  pistols, 
percussion-caps,  army  cloth  and  other  army  goods  by  a  merchant  of 
Baltimore  who  was  not  familiar  with  the  trade  (Mr.  James  M.  Haig). 
He  told  me  there  was  a  good  demand  for  such  goods  in  his  place  and 
in  Washington  and  assured  me  they  were  for  no  disunion  purpose  but 
for  a  legitimate  Union  trade,  which  to  me  seemed  very  plausible,  and  I 
undertook  the  commission  and  came  to  New  York  to  buy  the  goods, 
which  I  could  not  get  in  Philadelphia. 

Up  to  this  date  (which  I  cannot  state)  I  had  heard  of  no  prohibition 
of  forwarding  any  kind  of  goods  to  Baltimore;  had  heard  of  some  pis- 
tols having  been  stopped  in  New  Y  ork  but  inunediately  sent  on  again, 
but  still  when  there  in  New  York  I  wrote  to  Secretary  Seward  from 
Sweeny's  Hotel  that  I  had  a  commission  to  buy  army  goods  for  a  Balti- 
more house  which  I  was  then  executing  and  which  I  would  fill  and 
forward  if  he  did  not  advise  me  to  the  contrary  and  gave  him  my 
Philadelphia  address.  I  got  no  answer  and  bought  and  forwarded 
goods  to  the  value  I  think  of  $3,700.  I  am  since  assured  by  Mr.  Haig 
that  these  goods  were  all  sold  in  a  legitimate  and  proper  manner  and 
that  he  really  wanted  them  for  Union  purposes.  However,  that  trade 
was  finished  and  is  I  believe  a  loyal  one  to  say  the  least  or  worst  of  it. 

Some  time  after  this  same  gentleman  proposed  I  should  buy  more 
for  him  and  from  the  magnitude  of  his  talk  and  some  memoranda  I 
concluded  that  the  trade  was  illegitimate.  I  ought  to  have  stopped 
here  but  judging  that  this  proposition  was  actually  from  headquarters 
in  the  Confederate  authorities  I  foolishly  deemed  that  I  could  be  of 
service  to  the  Government  by  encouraging  it.    Consequently  I  did  not 
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refuse  the  commission  and  ordered  goods  to  the  value  of  about  $2,400. 
For  reasons  which  appear  hereafter  I  never  filled  this  order  or  received 
the  goods.  1  immediately  procured  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Secre- 
tary of  War  Cameron  and  went  to  Washington  to  see  him;  could  not 
but  was  referred  to  General  McCiellan  whose  aide,  Captain  Williams, 
received  me  and  heard  my  story  and  my  offer  to  enter  the  secret  service 
of  the  United  States  in  this  matter  looking  to  the  encouraging  of  the 
Confederate  supplies  being  ordered  through  me  and  my  agents  by 
which  1  intended  to  protect  Mr.  Haig.  Captain  Williams  gave  me  an 
audience  of  over  an  hour;  was  pleased  with  my  suggestions,  acknowl- 
edged the  importance  of  the  movement,  &c.,  and  requested  me  to  reduce 
all  to  writing  which  1  did  in  a  letter  to  him  and  left  for  home.  After 
waiting  quiet  some  time  1  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Williams 
stating  that  General  Porter  had  been  appointed  chief  of  a  secret  serv- 
ice department  and  asking  permission  to  hand  my  letter  over  to  him 
which  I  by  return  mail  acceded  to.  I  received  no  word  from  General 
Porter,  in  consequence  of  which  I  got  rid  of  the  filling  of  the  $2,400 
|order  for]  goods  above  named.  I  made  one  more  attempt  to  get  at 
the  Government  by  getting  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Mr.  Nicolay,  the 
President's  private  secretary.  I  forwarded  the  same  to  him  by  mail 
saying  what  I  wished  and  after  perhaps  a  week's  delay  received  answer 
from  him  that  he  had  handed  my  letter,  &c.,  to  General  Porter  with  bis 
recommendation,  and  here  my  efforts  to  get  service  from  Washington 
ceased,  still  being  in  daily  expectation  of  hearing  from  General  Porter. 

Again  I  was  asked  by  same  party  to  buy  more  goods,  and  acting 
under  Captain  Williams'  advice  I  still  held  on  and  then  called  on  the 
U.  S.  marshal  in  Philadelphia,  telling  him  all  up  to  tlien  and  asking 
his  advice.  He  astonished  me  by  saying  that  I  had  been  informed  on; 
that  he  was  glad  I  had  called  and  that  he  would  protect  me;  to  go 
ahead  and  buy  the  goods,  keeping  him  advised  of  all.  Consequently 
1  bought  about  $700  or  $800  worth  of  goods,  put  them  in  my  loft,  and  as 
they  came  in  immediately  informed  him,  showed  bills,  &c.  This  is  the 
amount  of  goods  reported  in  The  Herald  as  of  value  of  $10,000.  Marshal 
Millward  entered  into  our  plans,  but  here  another  actor  came  on  in  per- 
son of  Mr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Philadelphia  city  detective,  who  was 
acting  independent  of  the  United  States.  He  claimed  that  he  was  after 
me  and  conjointly  with  Marshal  Millward  entered  into  our  confidence. 
This  $700  or  $800  of  goods  I  of  course  held  in  Philadelphia,  having 
satisfied  Mr.  Haig  to  that  end. 

At  this  time,  perhaps  two  weeks  after  my  calling  on  Marshal  Mill- 
ward,  a  Government  detective  called  Munson,  alias  Baker,  went  to  Bal- 
timore and  under  the  former  name  sent  for  Mr.  Haig  to  call  on  him  at 
Baruum's  Hotel.  He  called  and  then  was  offered  $50,000  for  buying 
$200,000  of  army  goods  for  the  Confederates,  showing  as  his  creden- 
tials letters  from  several  of  the  Southern  dignitaries.  Mr.  Haig  fell 
into  his  trap  and  came  on  with  him  to  Philadelphia;  called  on  me  and 
I  agreed  to  buy  what  goods  he  wanted  up  to  $200,000  and  forward  same 
to  Philadelphia,  no  more,  for  $1,000.  He  left  me  with  that  bargain  to 
call  with  this  detective  on  a  friend  who  knew  the  signers  of  these  cre- 
dentials and  did  not  again  call  on  me.  The  next  morning  the  same 
detective  called  on  me  and  introduced  himself  as  Mr.  Munson  for  whom 
I  was  to  buy  goods,  and  showed  me  credentials  which  I  did  not  read 
further  than  to  see  they  were  signed  byE.  Toombs,  Walker  and  others 
whose  names  only  were  familiar.  I  declined  acting  as  his  or  their 
agent;  said  I  was  retained  by  Mr.  Haig  and  no  higher  commission 
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would  tempt  me,  an  introduction  or  credentials  from  Mr.  Haig  being 
what  I  wanted.  He  said  Mr.  Haig  had  been  telegraphically  called  to 
Baltimore  but  his  friend  Mr.  Wyatt  could  assure  me  he  was  his  mes- 
senger. I  walked  with  him  to  Mr.  Wyatt's  office  and  he  assured,  me 
that  Mr.  Munson  was  all  right  and  we  came  away  after  arranging  that 
such  goods  as  I  bought  should  be  forwarded  to  Mr.  Wyatt's  store  and 
address.  He  then  wanted  me  to  go  right  ahead  and  buy  goods  whicli 
I  was  willing  to  do  on  receipt  of  the  money.  He  said  he  would  give  me 
8C,200  at  4  p.  m.,  but  finally  agreed  to  give  me  $25,000  at  11  a.  m.  so 
that  I  could  go  to  Hartford  that  day,  and  left  me  about  10.30  a.  m. 

I  immediately  reported  myself  at  IJ.  S.  marshal's  office,  who  the  day 
previous  was  at  Washington  and  at  whose  dwelling  I  had  called  early 
in  the  morning,  to  inform  him  of  all  these  circumstances  and  then  told 
him  all  that  had  transpired;  how  that  this  man  Munson  claimed  to 
have  $200,000  at  Adams  Express  and  was  to  give  me  $25,000,  seeking 
his  instructions  whether  I  should  spend  the  money  or  not,  and  in  his 
office  after  some  little  humbugging  he  arrested  me.  I  shall  complain 
of  nothing  since  as  that  is  the  act  causing  all  the  rest. 

The  whole  of  this  being  necessarily  a  secret  business  these  facts  can- 
not be  proved  in  detail  but  they  can  be  circumstantially  substantiated 
by  Eobert  Wade  and  William  W.  Knight,  of  Philadelphia;  also  E. 
Clinton,  L.  A.  Kettle  and  my  wife,  same  place;  by  Eev.  George  Collins, 
chaplain  to  Baxter's  Fire  Zouaves ;  by  Captain  Williams,  aide  to  General 
McClellan,  and  Mr.  Nicolay,  President's  private  secretary,  all  in  Wash- 
ington.   The  substance  of  the  above  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Allow  me  to  add  apologetically — first,  that  my  wife  and  children  are 
Americans  and  that  I  deemed  it  a  privilege  to  do  their  Government  a 
service  which  I  believed  I  had  the  opportunity  and  qualification  for; 
second,  that  my  object  was  not  mercenary.  Marshal  Millward  and  Mr. 
Franklin  both  suggested  to  me  that  as  an  informer  I  was  entitled  to 
half  the  property  and  so  did  Captain  Williams.  To  each  I  distinctly 
said  that  I  would  rather  be  in  employ  of  the  United  States  which  would 
prevent  this,  and  said  I  did  not  do  this  for  money.  Furthermore  I  am 
the  most  pained  at  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Haig  and  Mr.  Wyatt,  having 
the  appearance  of  being  brought  about  by  my  treachery,  which  was  the 
farthest  from  my  thoughts  and  intentions.  The  officers  in  Philadelphia 
did  not  scruple  to  insinuate  this  to  these  men.  I  could  explain  all 
these  things  to  you  better  if  you  could  call  on  me. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  such  a  long  letter  and  repeat 
that  1  would  be  much  obliged  if  you  would  allow  Mr.  Duane  to  read 
this  and  also  Captain  Brainard,  habor  master  of  Jfew  York,  who  is  an 
uncle  of  my  wife  and  whose  good  opinion  I  would  like  to  have. 

Again  apologizing  for  this  long  communication  and  begging  you  will 
assist  me,  1  remain,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  GILCHEIST. 


Fort  Lafayette,  October  8,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State: 

We  hereby  solemnly  promise  to  sustain  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  the  utmost  ol  our  ability  in  the  present  struggle;  and  further 
that  we  will  not  have  any  association  or  intercourse  whatever  with 
the  enemies  of  said  Government. 

P.  WYATT. 
JAMES  M.  HAIG. 
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Washington,  October  12, 1861. 
Hon.  Thomas  A,  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  The  accompanying  letter  was  sent  to  me  by  my  uncle,  C.  E. 
Smith,  with  the  request  that  I  would  place  it  in  the  hands  of  some 
such  person  as  yourself  to  whom  he  is  known  and  with  whom  his  state- 
ments might  have  some  weight.  As  we  are  under  orders  to  hold  our- 
selves in  readiness  to  move  at  a  short  notice  I  am  prevented  from  pre- 
senting it  in  person. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  G.  SMITH, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Fourth  Artillery. 

[Inclosnre.] 

October  8, 1861. 
F.  Wyatt  was  arrested  in  Philadelphia  in  September  for  sending 
supplies  to  the  South.  I  know  him  well  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
Government  got  the  right  man.  He  is  a  Virginian,  I  think  from  Eich- 
mond,  brought  up  by  Jos.  E.  Anderson,  Tredegar  Iron  Works.  He 
spent  the  winter  of  1859-'60  in  traveling  through  the  South  spreading 
the  tale  that  M.  W.  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Whitney  were  abolitionists  and 
ought  not  to  receive  orders  from  "true-hearted  Southerners."  I  met  him 
there.  He  tried  by  talking  against  the  South  to  draw  me  in  also  but 
he  failed. 

OHAELES  E.  SMITH. 


Philadelphia,  October  14,  1861. 
W.  H.  Seward  : 

Has  Gilchrist  been  released  yet?  If  so,  when?  It  is  important  for 
me  to  know  as  he  may  leave  for  Oanada  without  coming  to  this  city. 
The  warrant  for  his  arrest  is  ready. 

L.  0.  BAKEE. 

L.  C.  Baker  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law  deposes  and  says: 
That  he  called  at  the  place  of  business  of  William  Gilchrist  in  Com- 
merce street,  Philadelphia,  on  the  19th  day  of  September,  1861,  and  had 
a  conversation  with  him  then  and  there.  This  deponent  said  to  the 
said  Gilchrist  that  he  had  been  sent  by  one  James  M.  Haig  to  say  to  the 
said  Gilchrist  that  he  (Haig)  could  not  keep  his  appointment  to  meet 
him  that  morning,  to  wit,  the  19th  day  of  September,  as  he  was  com- 
])elled  to  go  to  Baltimore,  and  this  deponent  was  the  person  who  had 
been  mentioned  by  the  said  Haig  to  him  (Gilchrist)  as  the  agent  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy.  The  said  Gilchrist  at  first  hesitated  to  commu- 
nicate freely  with  this  deponent,  but  upon  showing  him  certain  letters 
purporting  to  have  been  signed  by  one  Howell  Cobb,  Eobert  Toombs 
iind  L.  P.  Walker,  indorsing  this  deponent  as  the  authorized  agent  of 
the  Southern  Confederacy  to  act  in  their  behalf  in  the  purchase  of  goods, 
tlie  said  Gilchrist  communicated  and  talked  with  this  deponent  freely 
and  stated  that  he  had  been  an  agent  for  the  purchase  of  contraband 
goods  for  nearly  three  months,  and  that  he  has  been  shipping  the  said 
contraband  goods  to  the  said  Haig  for  the  purpose  of  being  transported 
from  Baltimore  to  the  States  of  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy. 
The  said  Gilchrist  farther  said  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid  that  in 
consequence  of  the  immense  profit  made  by  the  said  Haig  in  and  from 
the  sale  of  the  said  contraband  goods  he  (Gilchrist)  would  not  supply 
any  more  of  the  said  goods  at  a  less  price  than  25  per  cent,  commission 
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on  the  purchases  made  here  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  10  per  cent, 
commission  being  the  compensation  agreed  upon  between  the  said  Haig 
and  him  (Gilchrist)  for  the  said  purchases;  that  he  (Gilchrist)  was 
satisfied  he  was  being  watched  by  Lincoln's  detectives,  and  that  he  was 
not  willing  to  take  his  chances  of  being  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  for  the 
price  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  goods  which  he  might  send  to 
the  said  Haig,  but  proposed  to  this  deponent  to  purchase  all  the  goods 
which  this  deponent  needed  for  the  said  Southern  Confederacy  at  the 
commission  of  25  per  cent. 

This  deponent  then  asked  the  said  Gilchrist  if  he  had  any  contra- 
band goods  on  hand  for  sale.  He  replied  that  he  had  some  goods 
intended  for  Haig  but  that  he  considered  them  his  (Gilchrist's)  until 
Haig  had  paid  him,  but  he  proposed  to  sell  them  to  this  deponent  for 
cash  down  and  said  that  he  would  buy  others  for  Haig.  This  deponent 
then  asked  Gilchrist  to  show  him  the  goods  to  which  he  referred  and 
he  pointed  out  certain  large  boxes  containing  as  the  said  Gilchrist  said 
cannon  ijrimers,  percussion-caps  and  surgical  instruments.  The  said 
Gilchrist  seemed  very  desirous  to  close  the  trade  immediately.  The 
said  Gilchrist  further  stated  to  this  deponent  that  he  was  a  British 
subject  and  ran  less  risk  in  engaging  in  this  service  than  an  American 
citizen,  as  in  case  he  got  in  any  difiQculty  he  could  claim  British  protec- 
tion. The  said  Gilchrist  further  stated  explicitly  to  this  deponent  that 
he  had  sent  goods  as  the  agent  of  the  said  Haig  to  Baltimore  which 
he  knew  had  been  transmitted  to  the  States  of  the  said  Southern  Con- 
federacy by  the  said  Haig.  That  the  said  Gilchrint  further  said  that 
all  the  goods  which  he  had  sent  to  the  said  Haig  and  which  had  been 
transported  to  the  States  of  the  said  Southern  Confederacy  were  sent 
by  him  (Gilchrist)  for  the  purpose  of  transportation  to  the  said  States 
by  the  said  Haig.  That  the  said  Gilchrist  believed  that  this  deponent 
was  at  the  time  of  said  conversation  an  agent  duly  authorized  to  buy 
goods  for  the  said  Southern  Confederacy.  This  deponent  therefore 
charges  the  said  Gilchrist  with  treason,  in  this,  that  he  did  levy  war 
against  the  United  States  and  did  give  aid  and  comfort  to  their  enemies 
contrary  to  the  act  of  Congress. 

L.  C.  BAKER. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  October  14, 1831. 

CHAELES  F.  HEAZLITT, 

U.  S.  Commissioner. 


Fort  Lafayette,  October  14, 1861. 
Thomas  H.  Maddox,  Esq.,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  will  do  me  the  favor  to  employ  counsel  in  the  case 
of  myself  and  F.  Wyatt,  and  if  he  effects  the  desired  ends  I  will  pay 
him  the  sum  of  $500.  Should  he  not  accomplish  the  object  we  desire 
at  once  call  on  Hon.  R.  Johnson  to  whom  I  have  previously  written. 
Thank  you,  dear  sir,  for  your  kindness,  and  won't  forget  it. 
Yours,  very  truly,  v 

JAMES  M.  HAIG. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  16,  1861. 
William  Millward,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Marshal,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Sir:  Will  you  please  forward  to  me  by  post  as  soon  as  possible  all 
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person  or  among  the  baggage  of  the  prisoners  James  M.  Haig,  William 
Gilchrist  and  Wyatt. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


FoET  Lapayette,  Oetoher  1(1,  1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Commanding  Fort  Hamilton. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  my  incarceration  here  your  course  toward  me  and 
those  who  have  called  to  inquire  about  me  has  been  marked  with  great 
courtesy  and  kindness.  1  pray  you  accept  my  thanks.  I  desire  a  favor 
at  your  hands  which  if  not  incompatible  with  your  duty  I  beg  that  you 
will  grant.  I  wish  a  copy  (exact)  of  my  committal  handed  you  on  the 
20th  ultimo  by  Deputy  U.  S.  Marshal  Jenkins. 

Your  attention  will  oblige  your  most  obedient  servant, 

P.  WYATT. 


Philadelphia,  October  17, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Yours  of  16th  instant  has  been  received  in  relation  to  the 
papers,  &c.,  of  Gilchrist,  Wyatt  and  Haig.  I  have  sent  them  per  post 
(as  directed)  in  Wyatt's  trunk,  the  key  of  which  is  inclosed  in  this 
letter.  I  Lave  also  nine  cases  (about  a  dray  load)  of  cannon  primers, 
percussion -caps  and  surgical  instruments  taken  from  the  loft  of  the 
building  in  which  Gilchrist  had  his  office. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  MILLWAED, 

II.  S.  Marshal. 


Washington,  October  17, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State : 

Your  petitioner,  Thomas  H.  Maddox,  of  said  city,  has  been  requested 
by  James  M.  Haig,  of  Baltimore,  and  by  F.  Wyatt,  of  Philadelphia, 
now  confined  as  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
and  fully  authorized  by  them  respectively  to  present  to  the  Government 
their  application  for  a  release,  and  in  pursuance  thereof  he  makes  the 
following  statement  in  their  names: 

Said  Uaig  is  a  merchant  in  said  city  of  Baltimore  and  as  such  dealt 
extensively  for  various  articles  in  his  line  of  business  with  merchants 
and  others  in  Philadelphia  among  whom  was  included  said  Wyatt.  On 
a  visit  of  business  to  Philadelphia  iu  September  last  he  was  engaged 
in  making  various  selections  and  purchases  of  stock  and  was  engaged 
in  the  same  with  said  Wyatt  when  they  were  both  arrested  and  ordered 
into  confinement  as  above  stated.  They  were  not  informed  of  the  cause 
of  the  arrest  and  can  only  conjecture  that  it  was  based  on  a  belief  that 
the  stock  negotiated  between  them  for  transportation  to  Baltimore  by 
said  Haig  was  intended  ultimately  to  be  sent  for  sale  into  some  one  of 
the  seceded  States.  Said  Wyatt  declares  that  he  knew  of  no  such 
design  on  the  part  of  Haig  and  that  he  does  not  believe  any  such  design 
existed.  Said  Haig  for  himself  declares  that  he  is  entirely  innocent  of 
any  such  intention,  and  avers  that  all  and  every  article  which  he  pur- 
chased or  designed  purchasing  was  solely  intended  for  the  Maryland 
market  in  his  usual  course  of  business  at  Baltimore. 
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They  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the  Government  as  well  as  to  its  lenity, 
They  are  men  of  families  who  need  their  protection  and  presence.  Thej 
are  engaged  in  business  and  are  suffering  heavy  losses  and  injuries  by 
being  thus  cut  off  from  its  management.  They  are  innocent  of  all 
offense  against  the  law.  They  are  willing  to  show  their  loyalty  to  the 
Government  by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  by  giving  theii 
parole.    They  respectfully  petition  to  be  released  from  confinement. 

T.  H.  MADDOX, 
Counsel  for  Petitioners. 


Fort  Lafayette,  October  20, 1861. 

Hon.  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  J).  G. 

Mr.  President  :  I  desire  most  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  tc 
my  imprisonment  and  beg  most  earnestly  your  kind  consideration  of  mj 
case.  On  the  20th  of  September  (one  month  to-day)  I  was  arrested  ii 
Philadelphia  and  without  notice  taken  from  my  family  and  broughl 
here  and  incarcerated.  By  this  jirocedure  I  was  deprived  of  a  situation 
by  which  I  was  enabled  to  support  my  family,  who  are  left  entirelj 
without  means  and  at  the  mercy  of  a  (!old  and  uncharitable  world,  hav 
ing  no  relations  to  whom  they  could  look  in  an  emergency  like  this  foi 
support. 

On  the  day  of  my  arrest  I  asked  permission  to  procure  counsel  whicl 
was  refused  me,  and  on  making  inquiry  as  to  the  cause  of  my  arrest  was 
informed  that  I  was  arrested  on  suspicion  and  would  be  held  prisonei 
upon  the  same  grounds.  The  oflScers  took  possession  of  my  house, 
grossly  insulted  and  maltreated  the  female  portion  of  my  family! 
removed  everything  portable  to  a  distant  part  of  the  city,  broke  locks 
of  the  furniture  in  the  house,  indiscriminately  scattering  the  contents 
over  the  floors,  and  committed  sundry  other  high-handed  and  unwar 
rantable  acts,  which  I  well  know  when  brought  to  your  attention  would 
meet  jour  just  condemnation. 

I  am  and  have  ever  been  a  firm  supporter  of  the  Union  which  thou 
sands  of  persons  can  attest,  and  have  advocated  that  cause  both  bj 
talking  and  writing.  I  have  never  at  any  time  or  under  any  circum 
stances  given  aid  to  the  rebels,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  Being  i 
Southern  man  by  birth,  and  refusing  to  return  to  my  native  State  (a1 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  all  my  relatives)  when  this  rebellion  brok( 
out,  I  am  disfranchised  by  them  and  now  incarcerated  by  those  witl 
w  bom  I  have  acted,  and  for  whom  in  this  bold  strike  for  liberty  anc 
Union  I  boldly  combatted  against  the  high-handed  measures  of  seces 
sion  and  disruption  of  the  Government.  I  am  informed  of  the  sickness 
of  my  family  and  now  have  no  recourse  left  but  your  just  clemency,  ant 
beg  you  in  behalf  of  my  family  that  yon  will  order  my  speedy  release  s( 
that  I  may  join  my  family. 

I  am  willing  further  to  attest  my  loyalty  (if  doubted)  by  taking  th( 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  (tov 
ernment  and  in  no  way  to  hold  intercourse  with  ])ersons  in  the  secedet 
States. 

I  have  the  honor,  dear  sir,  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  WYATT. 
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Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Sarbor,  October  23, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  Bueke, 

Commanding  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette. 
Colonel:  I  respectfully  ask  that  James  M.  Haig,  prisoner  confined 
at  this  post,  be  removed  from  here  immediately  as  he  is  a  perfect  maniac, 
and  if  he  remains  here  will  do  himself  some  damage.    He  was  so  vio- 
lent last  night  that  I  was  obliged  to  place  liim  in  stiff  irons. 
I  am,  colonel,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  O.  WOOD, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 

Llndorsemcnt.] 

War  Department,  November  l,  1861. 
Let  him  be  discharged. 

SIMON  CAMERON. 


New  York,  Octooer  ^5, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State : 

James  M.  Haig,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  is  deranged; 
in  double  irons.  Shall  I  send  him  to  the  lunatic  asylum  at  BlackwelPs 
Island? 

EOBT.  MURRAY, 

TJ.  8.  Marshal. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  26, 1861. 
Robert  Murray,  Esq.,  TJ.  S.  Marshal,  New  York. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  release  James  M.  Haig  and  deliver  him  to  his 
friends  at  New  York  or  Baltimore.    If  they  are  not  prepared  to  receive 
him  convey  him  to  the  lunatic  asylum  at  Blackwell's  Island.    Let  his 
treatment  be  as  kind  as  possible  consistent  with  his  safety. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Baltimore,  October  29, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  notice  a  paragraph  in  the  morning  prints  of  this  city 
to  the  effect  that  a  certain  James  M.  Haig,  who  was  arrested  some  time 
since  and  placed  in  Fort  Lafayette  on  the  charge  of  treason  to  our  Gov- 
ernment, had  become  a  raving  maniac  and  his  release  from  confinement 
directed  by  your  orders.  I  beg  that  you  will  pardon  me  for  annoying 
you  about  this  matter  when  I  am  so  well  aware  that  you  are  already 
overtaxed  with  business  and  I  trust  you  will  not  deem  it  impertinent 
iu  me  in  addressing  you.  My  only  object  is  to  guard  the  Government 
against  deception. 

This  man  Haig  is  by  birth  an  Englishman  but  for  the  past  thirty 
years  or  thereabouts  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  consummate  rascals  that  ever  walked  the  streets  of  our  city,  ready 
and  willing  at  all  times  to  do  anything  for  money.  Tliere  is  no  scheme 
of  villainy  but  that  he  is  ready  to  join  in  and  lend  a  wilhng  hand  for 
gain,  and  he  has  been  remarkably  successful  in  managing  to  evade  the 
clutches  of  the  law  in  all  his  nefarious  operations.    He  is  a  scheming, 
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artful  villain,  and  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  his  insanity  is  alto- 
gether feigned.  Take  care  now  that  he  don't  cheat  you.  He  knows 
well  how  to  act  and  carry  out  any  purpose  that  he  adopts  and  is  fully 
competent  to  play  the  maniac  to  perfection.  I  warn  you  against  this 
man.  He  deserves  punishment  and  has  no  claim  whatever  for  clemency, 
I  should  regret  to  see  any  injustice  done  him  and  1  am  far  from  desiring 
anything  of  that  sort.  I  have  learned  to  know  that  vengeance  is  with 
the  Lord.  He  will  in  His  own  good  time  and  His  way  punish  all  these 
traitors,  and  His  ways  are  past  finding  out.  It  is  only  the  baneful 
influence  of  Haig's  liberty  that  I  fear.  Traitors  here  will  be  embold 
ened  by  finding  a  man  like  Haig  released.  None  here  for  one  moment 
believe  anytliingelse  but  that  his  insanity  is  altogether  feigned.  Take 
care,  my  dear  sir,  that  you  are  not  deceived  in  this  matter. 

With  considerations  of  the  highest  order,  I  am,  my  dear  sir,  verj 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WILSON. 


1902  Mount  Vernon  Stkebt,  Philadelphia. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd,  Secretary  of  State. 

Eespectbd  Sik  :  Will  you  be  pleased  to  spare  a  few  moments  o1 
your  valuable  time  to  listen  to  the  plea  of  a  desolate  wife?  My  hus 
band,  William  Gilchrist,  was  arrested  on  the  20th  of  September  and 
sent  to  Fort  Lafayette,  where  he  now  is.  In  having  him  removed  from 
us  myself  and  four  children  are  suddenly  deprived  of  all  means  of  sup 
port  and  know  not  how  to  get  through  the  coming  winter.  I,  my  chil 
dren  and  nearly  all  my  family  are  native-born  and  loyal  citizens, 
General  Cox,  now  in  Western  Virginia,  being  my  brother,  who  would 
sacrifice  every  earthly  thing  for  our  dear  country  at  this  time,  and  J 
cannot  believe  that  my  husband  is  guilty  of  the  accusation  against 
him  or  tliat  the  cause  of  justice  or  of  the  Union  will  be  in  the  least 
injured  by  his  release.  If  it  be  possible  to  restore  him  to  his  familj 
pray  do  so  and  receive  the  lasting  gratitude  of  one  who  would  not  wisl 
to  be  made  happy  at  the  expense  of  her  country's  honor. 
Very  respectfully, 

EEDELIA  A.  GILCHRIST. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  2, 1861. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 

SiE:  Let  William  Gilchrist,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Port  Warren,  b( 
released.  I  transmit  this  order  to  John  S.  Keyes,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal 
who  has  been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  examina 
tion  to  be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prisoner! 
discharged  from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  othei 
improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  fort. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Boston,  November  7,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewaed. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  was  released  from  Fort  Warren  yesterday  and  agaii 
arrested.*    I  have  waived  everything  here  and  have  now  to  reques 

*  On  civil  process  for  treason. 
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that  you  will  allow  me  to  go  to  Washingto"  and  see  you,  and  if  I  do 
not  satisfy  you  of  my  perfect  innocence  and  good  will  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  sent  back  without  any  process  but  your  order.  1  can  do 
this  in  Washington  easily,  and  have  a  hearty  desire  to  spare  the  Gov- 
ernment any  trouble  on  my  account.  I  do  not  believe  any  injustice  is 
meant  me.  I  do  not  wish  to  trouble  you  with  long  letters  or  the  courts 
with  trials  but  wish  to  put  myself  unreservedly  in  your  hands. 
Very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  GILCHRIST. 


Memorandum  in  reply  to  that  of  Lord  Lyons  of  the  9th  instant  in  regard 
to  political  prisoners  alleged  to  be  British  subj''.cts. 

Depaetmknt  of  State,  Washington,  November  11, 1861. 
William  Gilchrist. — Released  from  Fort  Warren  on  the  0th  of  Novem- 
ber by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  was  rearrested  on  the  same 
day  on  a  warrant  issued  out  of  the  court  in  Pennsylvania.  He  has 
been  indicted  for  treasonable  practices  and  his  case  is  now  undergoing 
judicial  investigation.    If  innocent  he  will  be  acquitted. 


Office  of  U.  S.  Attorney, 
Philadelphia,  November  20, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

SiE :  I  learn  from  the  U.  S.  marshal  for  this  district  that  he  trans- 
mitted to  the  State  Department  all  letters  and  papers  found  in  the 
possession  of  the  man  Gilchrist  at  the  time  he  was  apprehended  for 
treasonable  practices  against  the  United  States.  I  will  be  compelled 
to  make  use  of  those  documents  in  the  progress  of  the  case  which  is 
being  prepared  against  that  person,  and  if  you  have  no  further  use  for 
them  I  will  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  direct  them  to  be  sent  to 
the  district  attorney.  The  papers  were  sent  to  the  State  Department 
in  connection  with  those  of  some  other  parties  supposed  to  be  impli- 
cated with  Gilchrist  in  his  treason,  and  it  would  probably  be  better  to 
send  them  all  if  they  are  no  longer  of  use  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HUBLEY  ASHTON, 

Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney. 

Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  November  21, 1861. 
J.  HuBLEY  Ashton,  Esq., 

Assistant  U.  S.  District  Attorney,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  20th  instant  has  been  received.  The  cases  of 
William  Gilchrist,  James  M.  Haig  and  F.  Wyatt  are  being  investigated 
and  the  papers  and  letters  found  upon  these  parties  are  for  the  present 
needed  at  this  Department.  If  it  should  be  necessary  to  the  proper 
preparation  of  the  case  you  are  prosecuting  against  Gilchrist  that  the 
papers  be  sent  to  you  before  the  1st  proximo  you  will  please  so  inform 
me;  otherwise  all  the  papers  in  the  case  will  be  forwarded  to  you  about 
that  time. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
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Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  November  28, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  list  of  prisoners  o 
state,  mentioning  the  time  of  arrival  here,  also  the  date  according  t( 
their  own  account  of  confinement  and  their  residence.  I  beg  to  men 
tion  the  case  of  Mr.  F.  Wyatt,  of  Philadelphia.  Though  a  stranger  t( 
me  his  appearance  of  ill  health  led  me  to  ask  him  some  questions.  Ii 
conclusion  he  said  he  was  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  witl 
the  usual  stipulations  required  of  all  those  who  have  been  released, 
learn  that  he  has  a  family  in  Pennsylvania.    »    *     * 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


Office  of  U.  S.  Attorney, 
Philadelphia,  November  28, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  appointed  Tuesday  next,  4  p.  m.,  for  a  preliminary  hear 
ing  in  the  cause  of  the  United  States  against  William  Gilchrist.  I  di 
not  think  that  the  papers  relating  to  that  case  which  were  in  the  pos 
session  of  your  Department  will  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  tha 
hearing.  I  wish,  however,  to  examine  them  before  preparing  the  indict 
ment.  If  they  can  be  transmitted  to  me  conveniently  in  a  few  week 
from  the  present  time  it  will  be  all  that  I  desire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedien 
servant, 

J.  HUBLEY  ASHTON, 
Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  9, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore. 

General  :  Mr.  James  M.  Haig,  of  Baltimore,  has  applied  to  thi 
Department  for  permission  to  surrender  himself  to  you  under  arrest  an^ 
to  be  discharged  from  further  prosecution  on  the  charge  of  disloyaltj 
If  you  see  no  reasou  why  this  should  not  be  done  you  will  please  releas 
him  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  Unite 
States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insui 
rection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government  nc 
hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  thos 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  also  that  li 
will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  presei 
insurrection. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  12,  1861. 
J.  HuBLEY  ASHTON,  Esq., 

Assistant  U.  S.  District  Attorney,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  all  the  letters  and  papers  taken  fro 
William  Gilchrist,  James  M.  Haig  and  Felix  Wyatt  have  been  sent  I 
express  to  day  to  your  address.    When  you  have  made  such  use  i 
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them  as  you  may  deem  necessary  in  the  prosecution  of  the  case  against 
Gilchrist  I  will  thank  you  to  return  the  papers  to  this  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F,  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Philadelphia,  December  17, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington  City. 

Sir:  I  have  been  retained  by  .William  Gilchrist  as  his  counsel  in  the 
matter  of  the  charge  of  treason  against  him  in  the  U.  8.  circuit  court  for 
this  district.  He  informs  me  that  there  are  several  important  papers 
now  in  your  office  which  bear  upon  his  defense.  I  herewith  inclose  a 
memorandum  of  them  and  would  respectfully  ask  that  they  be  placed  in 
myhandsorinthoseof  J.HubleyAshton,esq.,theattorneyof  the  United 
States  in  this  city,  or  in  those  of  some  one  else  with  directitms  to  permit 
access  to  them  by  Mr.  Gilchrist  or  his  counsel.  I  make  this  application 
with  the  more  freedom  as  your  long  experience  at  the  bar  will  enable 
you  to  appreciate  the  propriety  of  the  request.  An  early  answer  will 
oblige. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  EULLITT. 

[Inclosore.] 

Memorandum  of  papers  made  by  William  Gilchrist. 

My  letter  to  Secretary  W.  H.  Seward  from  Sweeny's  Hotel,  New  York, 
informing  him  that  I  was  commissioned  to  buy  army  goods  for  a  mer- 
chant in  Baltimore,  as  he  assured  me  and  I  believed  for  strictly  legal 
trade,  declaring  that  I  was  not  a  citizen  and  therefore  he  had  no  right 
to  strain  the  laws,  requesting  that  if  my  purchasing  these  goods  was 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  Government  to  }>e  so  informed  by  letter 
addressed  to  me  at  my  office,  Philadelphia,  and  promising  to  obey  any 
wish  expressed  in  such  advice. 

Captain  Williams'  letter  to  me,  written  perhaps  some  two  weeks 
after,  asking  permission  to  lay  my  letter  before  General  Porter.  This 
letter  has  been  sent  with  my  papers,  &c.,  to  Washington  by  order  of 
Secretary  Seward. 

Mr.  Nicolay's  answer  to  my  letter  dated  early  in  September  stating 
that  he  had  handed  General  Curran's  and  my  letter  to  General  Porter 
with  his  recommendation.  This  has  also  been  sent  to  Washington  by 
Marshal  Millward. 

A  press-copy  book  of  letters  written  by  me  in  course  of  my  business. 

A  note  case  containing  a  few  business  memoranda,  &c. 

The  possession  of  my  press-copy  book  and  note  case  or  even  access 
to  them  would  enable  me  to  give  dates  and  otherwise  refresh  my  memory 
greatly  to  my  assistance.  They  have  been  sent  to  Washington  by 
Marshal  Millward. 

WILLIAM  GILCHRIST, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  19, 1861. 
John  C.  Bullitt,  Esq.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  has  been  received.    In  reply  I 
have  to  inform  you  that  all  the  letters,  papers  and  books  belonging  to 
54  E  u — series  II,  VOL  II 
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William  Gilchrist  which  were  received  at  this  Department  from  U.  S. 
Marshal  Millward  have  been  sent  to  J.  Hubley  Ashton,  esq.,  assistant 
U.  S.  district  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  w.  sewaed; 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Boston,  January  9, 1862. 
Hon.  Chaeles  Sumnee,  Washington. 

Dear  Sie  :  My  faith  in  your  Justice  and  humanity  impels  me  to  ask 
your  attention  to  the  case  of  my  friend  Mr.  F.  Wyatt,  of  Philadelphia, 
now  imprisoned  at  Fort  Warren  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
The  inclosed  extract  of  a  recent  letter  received  by  me  from  Mr.  Wyatt 
will  make  you  familiar  with  the  particulars  thereof.  I  am  aware  that 
the  prisoners  at  Fort  Warren  have  been  informed  that  any  effort  to 
eiJect  their  release  tlirough  the  influence  of  outside  parties  would  be 
fruitless  and  prejudicial,  and  that  they  were  directed  to  apply  directly 
to  the  State  Department.  Mr.  Wyatt  complied  with  this  order  by 
twice  addressing  Mr.  Seward  and  writing  once  to  the  President*  with- 
out reply  in  either  case,  although  his  communications  contained  a 
detailed  statement  of  his  case,  including  the  time  and  manner  of  his 
arrest  as  set  forth  in  the  inclosed  extract.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
of  the  accuracy  of  my  friend's  statements,  and  1  have  no  hesitation  in 
denouncing  his  imprisonment  as  an  arbitrary  and  outrageous  exercise 
of  power  unworthy  a  Christian  nation.  I  doubt  often  that  we  are  a 
Christian  people.    If  we  are  ^e  deserve  the  chastisement  of  God. 

I  should  be  gratified  (and  grateful  too)  if  you  would  present  Mr. 
Wyatt's  case  to  the  notice  of  Mr.  Seward.  He  is  in  feeble  health 
and  moreover  unless  he  can  personally  attend  to  his  private  affairs 
they  will  be  involved  in  irretrievable  ruin.  If  Mr.  Seward  refuse  to 
release  Mr.  Wyatt  unconditionally  he  may  be  willing  to  release  him  for 
thirty  or  sixty  days  on  parole  during  which  time  he  will  if  allowed 
visit  Washington  to  attend  to  his  cause  in  person.  He  says  he  is 
certain  of  being  successful  with  Mr.  Seward  if  he  can  only  have  an 
opportunity  of  conversing  with  him.  You  will,  however,  pardon  my 
application  to  you.  I  know  of  no  one  else  to  hope  aid  from  for  my 
oppressed  and  suffering  friend.  God  forbid  that  I  should  regard  myself 
as  a  citizen  of  any  nation  in  which  for  no  sufficient  reason — upon  mere 
suspicion  only — my  fellow-man  can  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  without 
trial,  without  appeal,  without  hope  itself,  to  the  sacrifice  of  his  health 
and  all  his  material,  domestic  and  personal  interests. 
With  great  regard,  dear  sir,  your  constituent, 

JOSEPH  F.  MOETON. 

P.  S. — I  had  some  correspondence  with  you  directly  after  you  deliv- 
ered your  Worcester  speech.  Mr.  Wyatt  is  perfectly  willing  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

[Inclo8ur6.] 

On  the  20th  day  of  September,  1861,  I  was  arrested  in  Philadelphia 
by  the  U.  S.  marshal  upon  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  When 
asked  for  the  charges  against  me  the  only  reply  was  that  1  was  arrested 
on  suspicion  of  holding  correspondence  with  persons  in  the  seceded 
States,  to  which  charge  up  to  the  1st  of  May  I  plead  guilty  as  I  wrote 

*  See  Wyatt  to  the  President,  October  20, 1861,  p.  844 ;  Wyatt  to  Seward,  September 
30,  p.  832. 
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and  received  letters  from  my  brothers  and  sisters  in  Virginia  but  from 
no  other  source.  I  was  thrown  into  the  miserable  felon's  prison  at 
Philadelphia,  refused  counsel  or  communication  with  any  friend,  and 
from  thence  removed  to  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor.  While  in 
prison  at  Philadelphia  the  detectives  ransacked  my  rooms,  broke  locks 
off  furniture  which  happened  to  offer  any  resistance  and  removed  every 
portable  article  (even  my  portrait  which  hung  up  in  my  parlor)  to  a 
distant  part  of  the  city,  abstracting  from  my  trunk  a  small  sum  of 
money  which  I  had  placed  there  to  cancel  a  small  debt  nearly  due  at 
the  time,  and  when  requesting  a  return  of  the  amount  was  tojd  if  I 
would  give  up  the  diamond  breastpin  I  wore  and  a  watch  in  my  pocket 
the  sum  of  money  would  be  given  up.  This  remark  was  made  by  the 
U.  S.  marshal  and  an  ex-Member  of  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Since  my  arrest  I  do  most  solemnly  assure  you  that  I  am  as  ignorant 
of  the  charges  against  me  as  you  are,  though  I  have  asked  for  them 
again  and  again.  I  have  signified  my  willingness  for  a  trial  or  to 
accept  my  release  on  parole  not  to  go  south  of  Baltimore  or  Washing- 
ton, and  to  hold  myself  ready  for  trial  whenever  called  upon. 

F.  WYATT. 


Office  of  U.  S.  Attorney, 
Philadelphia,  January  25, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

fcjiR:  The  case  of  United  States  vs.  William  Gilchrist  has  been 
postponed  till  Wednesday  next  (January  29)  at  11  o'clock.  I  desire  if 
possible  to  have  Mr.  Baker  in  attendance  upon  that  day.  The  Depart- 
ment will  probably  direct  him  to  be  notified  of  the  fact  of  the  post- 
ponement of  the  cause  and  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  Government 
that  he  should  be  present  in  court  at  the  hearing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  COFFEY, 

U.  S.  Attorney. 
Per  J.  HUBLEY  ASHTON, 

Assistant. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  27, 1862. 
George  A.  Coffey,  Esq., 

U.  S.  District  Attorney,  Philadelphia. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant  has  been  duly  received.  In 
reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  L.  C.  Baker  who  is  now  in  this  city 
has  been  directed  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  and  be  present  iu  court 
at  the  hearing  of  the  cause  of  the  United  States  vs.  William  Gilchrist 
on  Wednesday,  the  29th  instant. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary, 

Boston,  January  31, 1862. 
Hon.  Charles  Sumner,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Dear  Sir  :  A  few  weeks  since  I  addressed  a  communication  to  you 
on  behalf  of  my  friend  Mr.  F.  Wyatt,  of  Philadelphia,  a  political  pris- 
oner confined  in  Fort  Warren,  inclosing  also  a  brief  statement  of  the 
circumstances  attending  his  arrest.    I  have  not  as  yet  been  favored 
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with  your  reply.  If  I  erred  in  doing  this  I  beg  to  apologize  and  to  ask 
the  favor  of  your  prescribing  the  correct  course  to  be  pursued  to  effect 
the  liberation  of  my  friend  whose  health  is  in  a  precarious  state  and 
whose  material  interests  will  be  seriously  injured  if  not  totally  ruined 
by  protracted  confinement  in  prison. 

Tour  kind  advice  will  be  gratefully  and  thankfully  received  by,  sin- 
cerely, yours, 

JOSEPH  F.  MOETON. 


Office  of  U.  S.  Attorney, 
Philadelphia,  FebrvMvy  1, 1862. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  William  Gilchrist  who  is 
charged  with  high  treason  was  on  yesterday  morning  remanded  for 
trial  after  a  somewhat  prolonged  examination  of  his  case  upon  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus.  Upon  the  argument  of  the  cause  the  learned  judge 
of  the  district  court  expressed  a  very  decided  opinion  that  the  difiiculty 
of  prosecuting  him  successfully  for  high  treason  was  very  great,  the 
difficulty  growing  out  of  the  constitutional  requirements  as  to  the  evi- 
dence on  a  trial  for  this  crime.  The  overt  act  must  be  proved  by  the 
testimony  of  at  least  two  witnesses,  and  confessions  not  made  in  open 
court  cannot  be  given  in  evidence  against  the  defendant.  The  larger 
portion  of  the  testimony  upon  which  tbe  Government  relies  in  this  case 
consists  of  the  prisoner's  own  declarations  or  admissions.  And  while 
upon  a  preliminary  hearing  such  as  has  just  taken  place,  the  rule  of 
law  permits  the  confessions  of  a  party  charged  with  treason  to  be  giveii 
in  evidence  it  is  more  than  questionable  whether  much  of  that  species 
of  testimony  which  was  so  potent  on  the  hearing  of  the  habeas  corpus 
will  not  be  entirely  rejected  when  the  case  comes  before  a  traverse  jury. 

There  is  a  late  act  of  Congress  (that  of  July  31,  18(il)  under  which  a 
prosecution  may  well  be  based  against  the  defendant.  The  charge 
would  be  conspiring  to  levy  war  against  the  United  States.  That  offense 
is  a  misdemeanor  under  the  statute.  If  the  Government  should  elect 
to  send  a  bill  to  the  grand  jury  for  that  crime  the  difiSculties  which 
would  be  encountered  in  a  prosecution  for  treason  would  be  avoided. 
Inasmuch  as  the  case  has  been  before  your  Department  I  would  like  an 
expression  of  opinion  if  it  be  agreeable  to  you  upon  the  propriety  of 
electing  to  prosecute  for  the  lesser  offense.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  inadvisable  to  indict  the  i)risoner  for  treason  unless  the  Gov- 
ernment should  be  confident  of  meeting  fully  the  requirements  of  the 
Constitution  and  of  the  act  of  1790  as  to  the  testimony  upon  the  trial. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  all  submission,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A,  COFFEY, 

TJ.  8.  Attorney. 
Per  J.  HUBLEY  ASHTON, 

Assistant. 


Washington,  February  1, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir:  The  case  of  William  Gilchrist  under  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  was  decided  before  Judge  Cadwalader  last  evening.  The  judge 
remarked  upon  giving  his  decision  that  the  prisoner  or  counsel  for  the 
defendant  could  expect  no  favors  at  the  hands  of  the  Government  ag 
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it  was  a  case  in  which  the  neck  of  the  prisoner  was  in  danger.  GU- 
christwas  affected  to  tears  and  says  he  has  never  before  realized  his  real 
condition.  It  is  now  only  necessary  to  go  before  the  gran  d  jury  with  our 
witnesses  for  an  indictment.  In  the  meantime  what  shall  be  done  with 
the  prisoner?  I  am  much  afraid  he  will  escape  from  the  local  authori 
ties  and  when  wanted  will  be  non  est 
Yours,  truly, 

L.  0.  BAKEE. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  4, 1862. 
Geokge  a.  Coffey,  Esq., 

TJ.  S.  District  Attorney,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1st 
instant  relative  to  the  case  of  William  Gilchrist.  In  reply  I  am 
directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  say  that  if  in  your  judgment  a 
conviction  is  more  certain  on  an  indictment  for  the  lesser  crime  than 
that  of  conspiracy  to  levy  war  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  he  would  advise  a  prosecution  therefor.  Mr.  Felix  Wyatt  was 
engaged  in  the  same  proceedings  with  Gilchrist  and  I  am  directed  to 
suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  his  indictment  and  prosecution  for  the 
same  offense.  He  is  at  present  confined  at  Fort  Warren,  Boston 
Harbor. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Office  of  TJ.  S.  Attorney, 
Philadelphia,  February  5,  1862. 
F.  W.  Sewakd,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  4th  instant  relative  to  the  prosecution  against  Gilchrist.  The  view 
of  the  district  judge  in  regard  to  his  case  is  a  very  just  one.  He  thinks 
that  Gilchrist  is  not  a  man  whom  it  would  be  safe  or  prudent  to  permit 
to  go  at  liberty  but  that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  upon  technical 
grounds  to  convict  him  of  high  treason.  The  learned  judge  therefore 
said  that  if  the  defendant's  counsel  pressed  the  Government  to  trial 
upon  the  indictment  for  conspiracy  in  case  that  form  of  prosecution 
should  be  adopted  he  would  be  bound  to  give  the  United  States  an 
op]»ortunity  to  send  a  bill  to  the  grand  jury  for  high  treason.  The 
probability  is  that  I  will  send  up  a  bill  for  conspiracy  to  levy  war,  and 
if  we  should  be  forced  to  try  I  will  have  an  opportunity  to  ijreseut  an 
indictment  for  the  greater  offense. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  COFFEY, 

V.  8.  Attorney. 
Per  J.  IIUBLEY  ASHTON, 

Assistant. 


Philadelphia,  February  21, 1862. 
P.  H.  Watson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

William  Gilchrist  and  F.  Wyatt  were  to-day  indicted  by  the  U.  S. 
grand  jury  for  treason. 

L.  C.  BAKEE. 
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Debtors'  Apartments,  Moyamensing  Prison, 

February  23, 1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  the  13tli  of  August  last  I  called  at  the  War  Office 
with  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  I  could  not 
obtain  an  audience,  but  In  writing  a  note  stating  the  nature  of  my 
business  Assistant  Secretary  Scott  referred  me  to  General  McClellan 
and  I  had  an  interview  with  Captain  "Williams,  his  aide.  At  his  request 
I  embodied  in  a  letter  written  to  him  from  Brown's  Hotel  that  day  my 
anticipated  ability  to  discover  and  control  the  channel  of  Governor 
Letcher's  and  Jeff.  Davis'  supplies  of  contraband  goods.  Captain 
Williams  encouraged  my  plans  and  I  came  home.  His  promised  corre- 
spondence was  postponed,  and  I  wrote  on  same  subject  to  Mr.  Mcolay. 
Both  of  these  gentlemen  referred  my  letters  to  General  Porter,  in 
whose  hands  they  doubtless  are,  and  from  whom  I  expected  communi 
cations  but  received  none. 

In  consequence  of  being  forced  to  keep  my  strategy  alive  I  was 
implicated  with  the  real  offenders,  and  on  20th  of  September  was 
arrested  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  along  with  James  M.  Haig,  of 
Baltimore,  and  F.  Wyatt,  of  this  city.  Mr.  Haig  was  discharged,  tem- 
porarily insane,  on  2Gth  of  October  and  Mr.  Wyatt  under  your  procla- 
mation of  amnesty  of  22d  instant.*  I  am  held  in  custody  of  the  U.  S. 
marshal  here  and  have  been  now  a  prisoner  over  five  months,  and  my 
present  object  is  to  beg  that  you  will  extend  your  amnesty  to  my  case. 
My  family  are  impoverished  and  suffering  and  all  concerned  with  me 
have  been  released.  1  should  prefer  being  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette,  as 
those  under  charge  of  piracy  in  that  prison  have  been  discharged,  and 
the  newspapers  have  very  much  aggravated  my  case.  My  address  is 
care  James  Quinn,  keeper,  this  iirison.  May  I  beg  an  early  intimation 
of  your  intentions,  as  I  have  a  sick  and  destitute  family  awaiting  my 
help?  I  refrain  from  further  detail,  knowing  the  value  of  your  time, 
and  having  written  Hon.  W.  H.  Seward  in  full  from  Fort  Lafayette.t 
Humbly  begging  your  kindness,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  GILCHEIST. 


Senate  Chamber,  February  24, 1862. 
Sbcbetaey  of  War. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  inclosed  letter  from  Hon.  Charles  Chapman  refers 
to  the  case  of  F.  Wyatt,  now  imprisoned  at  Fort  Warren.    Can  he  be 
released  in  conformity  with  a  late  order? 
Truly,  yours, 

J.  DIXON. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hartford,  February  21,  1862. 
Hon.  James  Dixon,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Dear  Sib  :  I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  again  in  regard  to  Mr.  Wyatt 
but  I  have  received  a  letter  from  my  friend,  Mrs.  Cowles,  calling  my 
attention  to  a  new  phase  in  the  policy  of  the  Administration  touching 
political  i)risoners.  I  understand  that  the  whole  matter  is  committed 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  that  the  purpose  is  to  discharge  all  such 
as  liave  not  acted  as  spies.  I  may  not  be  correctly  informed  but  if  I 
am  I  trust  Mr.  Wyatt's  case  does  not  come  Avithin  the  exception. 

*  This  is  an  error.     See  Stanton  to  Dixon,  March  3,  post. 
t  See  Gilchrist's  letters  to  Seward,  ante. 
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I  am  aware  that  Mr.  Seward  for  some  reason  satisfactory  to  himself 
was  disposed  to  hokl  him  in  confinement  indefinitely.  Not  being 
advised  of  the  ground  upon  which  his  purposes  were  formed  I  am  of 
course  unable  to  say  how  just  this  protracted  confinement  may  be.  If 
he  is  to  be  prosecuted  for  any  overt  act  it  is  fair  that  he  should  know 
wherein  he  has  oflFended  and  have  accorded  to  him  the  privileges  of  a 
fair  trial.  I  do  not  suppose  from  what  I  learn  of  the  man  that  such  a 
proceeding  is  really  contemplated  and  I  am  satisfied  that  he  may  be 
safely  discharged. 

My  own  opinions  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  which  has  been 
adopted  in  this  and  some  other  cases  in  the  loyal  States  you  know 
already,  but  they  are  of  no  importance  to  those  in  power.  I  think, 
however,  the  time  will  come  when  their  soundness  will  be  felt  and 
acknowledged.  £f  you  can  consistently  call  the  attention  of  Secretary 
Stanton  to  this  case  I  wish  you  would  do  so  at  an  early  day.  I  have  a 
high  respect  for  his  ability  and  purity  of  purpose,  and  trust  he  will  do 
that  in  the  premises  which  he  thinks  is  just  to  the  Government  and  the 
prisoner.  As  you  know  I  have  no  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Wyatt  and 
have  formed  my  estimate  of  him  from  Mrs.  Cowles'  representations, 
and  I  know  her  to  be  an  estimable  lady. 
Tours,  truly, 

CHAS.  CHAPMAN. 


War  Department,  Washington,  March  3, 1862. 
Hon.  James  Dixon,  Senate  Ghamher. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  24th  ultimo 
and  its  inclosure  asking  if  Mr.  F.  Wyatt  can  be  released  under  the 
recent  order  of  this  Department.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  it  is  understood  that  Mr.  Wyatt  has  been  indicted  by  the 
U.  S.  grand  jury  in  the  district  court  of  the  eastern  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania on  a  charge  of  conspiring  to  levy  war  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  deemed  inexpedient  therefore  to  interpose 
in  his  behalf.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Attorney-General's  Office,  April  2, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  March  31  inclosing  a 
memorandum  left  with  you  by  Lord  Lyons  t  relative  to  the  case  of  one 
Mr.  Gilchrist,  who  it  seems  is  imprisoned  at  I'hiladelphia  under  indict- 
ment for  statutory  offenses  against  the  United  States.  The  memoran- 
dum consists  of  brief  extracts  of  a  letter  from  the  British  consul  at 
Philadelphia  to  Lord  Lyons,  and  stating  only  the  character  of  the 
indictment  suggests  the  granting  of  a  pardon  but  does  not  state  the 
facts  of  the  case  nor  those  mitigating  circumstances  (if  such  exist) 
which  ought  to  induce  the  President  to  interpose  the  clemency  of  the 
Government  between  the  law  and  the  prisoner.  Certainly  it  would 
give  me  pleasure  to  gratify  Lord  Lyons  in  anything  consistent  with  the 

*No  papers  can  be  found  in  the  War  Department  showing  any  farther  action  in 
the  case  of  Wyatt. 
t  Not  fonnd. 
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duties  of  my  place  but  the  memorandum  (understood  as  an  application 
for  a  pardon)  is  too  informal  and  too  barren  of  facts  on  that  foundation 
alone  to  advise  the  President  to  issue  the  warrant.  And  if  the  appli- 
cation were  intended  to  be  addressed  to  this  ofSce  requesting  the 
exercise  of  its  discretionary  powers  to  stay  the  prosecution  or  to  enter 
a  nolle  prosequi  the  same  necessity  exists  for  some  statement  of  the 
defensive  or  mitigating  facts.  In  ignorance  of  them  I  should  not  be 
warranted  in  giving  the  desired  instruction  to  the  district  attorney. 
Doubtless  if  the  case  be  one  proper  for  a  pardon  the  needful  facts  can 
be  easily  supplied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  BATES, 

Attorney-  General. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  April  3, 1862. 
Hon.  Edward  Bates,  Attorney- General. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday  relative 
to  the  case  of  Gilchrist. 

This  person  was  arrested  last  summer  for  political  reasons  and 
especially  for  supplying  the  insurgents  with  munitions  of  war.  He 
has  been  a  long  time  confined  in  Port  Lafayette,  and  consequently  may 
under  existing  circumstances  be  considered  to  have  been  sufficiently 
punished  for  his  offense,  a  repetition  of  which  there  is  now  no  danger. 
As  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  his  discharge  would  be  acceptable  to 
the  British  Government  good  policy  would  seem  to  indicate  that  this 
wish  should  be  gratified. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Attorney-General's  Office,  April  9, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  My  absence  for  a  few  days  and  the  pressure  of  certain  official 
matters  accumulated  in  my  absence  prevented  my  giving  a  inore  prompt 
attention  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  Apnl  touching  the  case  of  Gil- 
christ. I  now  have  from  the  U.  S.  attorney  at  Philadelphia  a  more 
full  statement  of  the  case  than  is  contained  in  your  letters  or  the  mem- 
orandum sent  you  by  Lord  Lyons,  and  upon  this  fuller  view  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  discharge  of  the  prisoner  now  in  Moyamensing  jail, 
moved  thereto  by  the  express  desire  of  the  British  Government  sus- 
tained by  your  recommendation.  Still  there  is  a  question  upon  which 
I  crave  your  advice:  Shall  the  discharge  be  by  pardon  or  by  nolle 
prosequi  ?  The  man  is  in  judicial  custody  under  indictment.  The  par- 
don will  operate  upon  dehvery.  The  nolle  prosequi  1  believe  can  only 
be  entered  in  open  court  and  I  do  not  know  when  the  court  sits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  BATES. 

Since  writing  this  letter  I  have  ascertained  that  tlie  court  is  in 
session  so  I  will  direct  a  nolle  prosequi. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  lo,  1862. 
Mr.  Seward  presents  his  compliments  to  Lord  Lyons  and  has  the 
honor  to  inform  him  that  the  Attorney-General,  to  whom  his  lordship's 
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memorandum  relative  to  the  case  of  Gilchrist  was  referred,  has  since 
carefully  investigated  the  subject  and  has  reached  the  conclusion  that 
the  prisoner  must  inevitably  have  been  convicted  of  the  crime  with  which 
he  has  been  charged.  In  view,  however,  of  the  probability  that  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  offense  may  not  under  Existing  circuinstaiices  be  expected 
and  of  his  lordship's  interest  in  Gilchrist  a  nolle  prosequi  in  the  casehas 
been  ordered  and  the  prisoner  will  be  discharged. 


AttoeneyGeneral's  Office,  April  il,  1862. 
Geoege  a.  Coffey,  Esq.,  V.  8.  Attorney,  Philadelphia. 

Sir  :  Urgent  application  has  been  made  to  me  for  the  discharge  of 
William  Gilchrist,  a  British  subject,  who  stands  indicted  in  the  U.  S. 
circuit  court  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania  and  whose  case 
was  reported  to  me  by  Mr.  Ashton  in  his  letter*  of  the  3d  of  March. 
Lord  Lyons,  the  British  minister,  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  case  of 
the  accused  and  desires  his  discharge,  and  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of 
State,  sustains  his  lordship's  request  upon  grounds  of  national  com- 
ity and  wise  policy.  I  yield  to  the  force  of  these  suggestions  partly 
because  the  accused  has  already  suffered  a  considerable  punishment, 
but  chiefly  because  the  occasion  enables  us  to  show  a  graceful  courtesy 
to  the  minister  of  a  great  nation  and  a  politic  generosity  toward  the 
prisoner.  Therefore,  sir,  I  request  that  you  will  cause  a  nolle  prosequi 
to  be  entered  uiion  the  indictment  against  the  said  William  Gilchrist  to 
the  end  that  he  may  be  freely  discharged. 

I  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAliD  BATES, 

Attorney-  General. 


Attorney-General's  Office,  April  J7,  J862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  inclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  this  morn- 
ing received  t  from  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia 
for  the  intbrmation  of  yourself  and  Lord  Lyons.  You  will  see  that 
William  Gilchrist  has  been  released  from  custody,  a  nolle  prosequi 
having  been  entered  In  accordance  with  my  directions. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  BATES, 

Attorney-  General. 


Cases  of  Messrs.  Harbin,  Watkinses,  Jones,  Dents  and  Others. 

George  F.  Harbin  was  arrested  in  Washington,  September  23, 1861, 
by  E.  J.  Allen  acting  under  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Porter, 
provost-marshal.  Harbin  was  charged  with  having  written  letters 
denouncing  the  Federal  Government  and  invoking  the  success  of  the 
rebel  arms,  and  in  earnest  sympathy  with  the  success  of  the  insurrec- 
tionists. Applications  having  been  made  for  his  release  stating  that 
he  was  willing  and  anxious  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  an  order  was 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  State  January  9, 18(52,  for  the  release  of 
Harbin  and  others.    January  11, 1802,  Brigadier-General  Porter,  pro- 

*  Not  found.  t  Omitted:  substauce  herein  stated. 
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vost- marshal  of  Washington,  returned*  to  the  Department  of  State  the 
order  for  the  release  of  Harbin  with  the  following  indorsement  upon  it: 

Headqua-RTErs  Akmy  op  the  Potomac,  January  10, 1862. 
I  am  instmcted  by  Major-General  McClellan  to  say  that  considering  the  character 
of  the  within-named  parties  (HarbiL  and'  others),  as  shown  at  the  time  of  their 
arrest,  it  is  deemed  a  matter  of  military  necessity  that  they  should  for  the  present 
be  retained  in  custody. 
Respectfully, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

The  said  George  F.  Harbin  remained  in  custody  in  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  in  Washington  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the 
order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred 
to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Porter,  provost-marshal  of  Washing- 
ton (as  appears  by  the  report  of  E.  J.  Allen),  Rudolph  Watkins  and 
George  S.  Watkius  were  arrested  September  23, 1861,  in  Georgetown, 
D.  C.  They  were  charged  with  being  spies;  with  having  aided  in  send- 
ing men  to  the  rebel  army  and  forwarding  communications  to  the  South. 
Application  having  been  made  for  their  release  the  Secretary  of  State 
issued  an  order  to  that  effect  January  9, 1862,  on  their  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  &c.  January  11, 1862,  Brigadier-General  Porter,  provost- 
marshal,  returned  the  order  for  the  release  of  the  two  Watkinses  with 
the  following  indorsement  upon  it.t  The  said  Eudolph  Watkins  and 
George  S.  Watkins  remained  in  custody  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  in 
Washington  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of 
the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  they  were  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department. 

Thomas  A.  Jones  was  arrested  by  a  detachment  of  the  Sickles  Brigade 
near  Pope's  Creek,  in  Maryland,  and  brought  to  Washington  under  an 
order  from  Col.  E.  B,  Marcy,  issued  about  the  4th  of  October,  1861. 
October  26,  1861,  E.  J.  Allen,  through  the  provost-marshal  of  Wash- 
ington, reported  the  facts  connected  with  the  arrest  of  Jones  and  the 
charges  upon  which  he  was  arrested,  from  which  it  appears  that  Jones 
was  engaged  with  others  in  furnishing  information  to  the  rebels  and  in 
transporting  men  to  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  rebel  army 
and  also  in  the  nightly  transportation  of  contraband  goods  to  the 
enemy.  January  9, 1862,  the  Secretary  of  State  directed  the  release  of 
said  Jones  and  others  on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  making 
the  required  stipulations.  January  11 ,  1862,  Brigadier-General  Porter, 
provost-marshal  of  Washington,  returned  the  order  for  the  release  of 
Jones  and  others  with  the  following  indorsement  upon  it.f  The  said 
Thomas  A.  Jones  remained  in  custody  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  in 
Washington  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of 
the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department. 

George  Dent,  sr.,  was  arrested  about  the  16th  of  November,  1861,  by 
order  of  Brigadier-General  Porter,  in  Virginia  nearly  opposite  to  Popes' 
Creek.  He  was  charged  with  having  in  connection  with  others  con- 
veyed men,  arms  and  ammunition  across  the  Potomac  Eiver  to  aid  the 
rebel  cause;  with  being  actively  engaged  in  forwarding  correspondence 

*  See  Porter  to  Seward,  January  11,  1862,  with  the  McClellan  indorsement,  p.  876. 
f  Omitted ;  same  as  in  Harbin's  case,  preceding, 
t Omitted;  same  as  in  preceding  cases. 
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to  and  from  Virginia  and  also  that  he  was  an  authorized  agent  of  the 
rebel  army.  On  tlie  9th  of  January,  1862,  an  order  was  issued  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  directing  the  release  of  Dent  and  others  on  their 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  &c.  January  11, 1862,  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Porter,  provost-marshal  of  Washington,  returned  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  the  order  for  the  release  of  Dent  and  others  with  the 
following  indorsement  upon  it.*  The  said  George  Dent,  sr.,  remained 
ill  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  in  Washington  February  15, 1862. 

The  first  intelligence  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  regard  to 
George  Dent,  jr.,  was  an  application  for  his  release  from  the  Old  Capi- 
tol. On  the  9th  of  January,  1862,  an  order  was  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  directing  the  release  of  said  Dent  and  others  on  his  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  &c.  January  11,  1862,  Brigadier-General  Por- 
ter, provost-marshal  of  Washington,  returned  the  order  for  the  release 
of  Dent  and  others  with  the  following  indorsement  upon  it.*  Brigadier- 
General  Porter  states  in  his  letter  returning  the  order  for  the  release 
of  Dent  and  others  as  follows: 

I  would  respectfully  represent  that  the  above-named  prisoners  (Dent  and  others) 
are  of  the  most  dangerous  character  and  have  been  actively  engaged  in  furnishing 
information  to  the  rebels  and  in  transporting  men  to  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of 
joining  the  rebel  army  as  also  in  the  nightly  transportation  of  contraband  goods  to 
the  enemy. 

The  said  Dent  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  in 
Wasliington  February  15,  1862,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge 
of  the  War  Department. — From  Record  Book,  State  B^artment,  ^'Arrests 
for  Disloyalty." 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  18, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General  :  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  report  to  this  Department 
the  proofs  in  ^he  case  of  George  F.  Harbin,  a  prisoner  confined  at  the 
Thirteenth  Street  Prison? 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  18, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles. 

General  :     *     *     *     I  have  also  to  request  that  you  will  remit  at 
the  same  time  the  proofs  in  the  case  of  one  [S.  G.]  Acton  arrested  by 
your  order.    Please  return  this  inclosure. 
I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  22, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  Excelsior  Brigade,  Oood  Hope. 

General:   Your  communication  of  the   19th  instantt  relative  to 
•    *    *    Acton  with  the  inclosure  has  been  duly  received. 
I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 

•Omitted;  same  as  in  precediog  cases.  .  t  Not  fovmd. 
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Washington,  October  24, 1861. 
I  have  known  Mr.  George  F.  Harbin,  who  is  now  held  as  a  political 
prisoner,  for  several  years.  I  have  during  this  time  been  the  medical 
attendant  of  the  family.  He  is  very  young  and  may  have  been  indis- 
creet, but  I  should  be  loath  to  think  he  had  done  any  disloyal  act  will- 
fully. His  sisters  are  most  excellent  ladies,  and  while  I  have  never 
exchanged  a  word  on  the  political  questions  of  the  day  with  the  young 
man  I  have  with  his  sisters,  and  that  too  early  in  the  spring,  and  I 
have  never  heard  a  disloyal  sentiment  or  word  from  them. 

S.  A.  H.  McKIM. 


COENEB   13th   STEEET   AND   PENNSYLVANIA  AVENUE, 

Washington,  J).  C,  October  25,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtabd,  Secretary  of  State. 

Deab  Sie:  I  understand  my  case  is  before  you  for  investigation. 
Not  having  a  chance  to  defend  my  case  1  have  thought  it  would  be  well 
to  adopt  the  following,  viz: 

The  charges  against  me  as  I  understand  are  as  follows:  That  I  have 
been  engaged  in  ferrying  persons  to  and  from  Virginia,  carrying  anus 
and  ammunition  to  Virginia;  that  I  kept  a  horse  and  carriage  to  convey 
persons  to  and  from  my  place;  that  I  had  been  to  Virginia  myself  and 
when  arrested  I  had  a  double-barrel  gun  loaded  with  buckshot,  also  a 
revolver  with  me.  The  revolver  I  have  had  since  1856  for  self-protec- 
tion ;  the  double-barrel  gun  was  left  with  me  until  the  owner  called  for 
it.  I  knew  nothing  of  its  charge  until  it  was  discharged  in  my  presence 
after  my  arrest.  I  understood  that  troops  were  scouring  the  counties 
and  making  arrests,  and  I  as  well  as  many  others  went  to  Virginia  to 
escape  arrest.  Hearing  the  troops  had  left  I  returned  home.  I  had 
never  taken  up  arms  and  never  intended  so  to  do.  Tlie  horse  and  car- 
riage Avas  left  with  me  by  a  man  by  the  name  of  McKeiiny  wlio  said  he 
belonged  in  Washington.  He  brought  with  him  in  said  carriage  five 
runaway  negroes  which  belonged  in  Virginia  to  a  man — I  forget  his 
name.  Said  negroes  were  released  from  prison  in  Washington  by  order 
of,  as  McKenny  said,  General  Mansfield  or  General  Scott,  which  of  the 
two  I  have  forgotten.  The  horse  and  carriage  were  to  remain  with  me 
until  he  (McKenny)  returned  from  Virginia.  If  there  were  arms  or 
amnmnition  carried  to  Virginia  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  same. 

I  do  not  deny  but  I  have  carried  some  persons  across  the  river  to 
Virginia.  I  carried  several  families  of  mothers  and  children  to  Virginia 
whom  they  said  had  husbands  living  there.  Some  of  them  said  they 
had  passes  but  I  did  not  see  them.  I  carried  men  also.  I  never 
inquired  their  business.  I  had  not  carried  any  person  to  Virginia  for 
some  two  or  three  weeks  before  1  went  there  myself. 

I  further  understand  tbat  I  am  charged  with  carrying  horses  across 
the  river  which  is  certainly  as  false  a  charge  as  any  man  ever  was 
charged  with.  After  losing  two  very  valuable  boats  by  the  Govern- 
ment I  repaired  a  small-bottom  boat  for  my  express  use;  that  is  to  say 
fishing  and  crabbing.  Persons  frequently  came  to  me  after  said  boat 
was  repaired  to  get  me  to  carry  them  to  Virginia.  1  positively  refused 
upon  the  ground  that  I  had  her  repaired  for  my  own  purpose  and  if  I 
attempted  it  I  would  lose  her.  A  great  part  of  the  work  was  done  by 
free  negroes  which  is  known  to  be  a  fact;  and  furthermore  every  man 
on  the  Potomac  River  that  had  a  boat  has  been  guilty  of  the  same 
ofiense  charged  against  me.    Where  there  was  a  boat  there  was  no  use 
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in  saying  "no"  when  men  from  a  distance  came  and  said  they  wanted 
to  go  to  Virginia  on  important  business  and  must  go.  I  have  known 
in  several  cases  where  they  after  being  positively  refused  took  the 
boat  and  crossed  the  river  themselves.  Apart  from  conveying  men 
across  the  river  there  have  been  men  arrested  in  my  county  and  released 
that  were  engaged  in  reci-uiting  and  sending  men  to  different  points 
on  the  river  to  cross  and  giving  other  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

I  have  said  already  more  than  I  intended  and  more  than  necessary, 
but  I  being  the  only  man  from  my  county  held  under  arrest  as  prisoner 
causes  me  to  feel  more  mortified  and  to  suffer  more  than  I  should  have 
done  if  others  had  been  made  to  suffer  the  same;  but  it  is  frequently 
the  case  that  the  innocent  have  to  suffer  for  the  offenses  of  the  more 
guilty  which  is  now  my  case.  1  am  the  only  man  of  the  county  held 
as  prisoner  and  consequently  am  paying  the  penalty  of  the  whole 
county.  What  I  did  which  seems  to  be  treason  to  the  Government  I 
did  for  profit  whicli  was  not  the  case  of  many  in  the  county.  They 
fed,  transported  and  furnished  money  for  the  Southern  cause.  I  was  not 
able  to  do  that  and  did  not  do  it.  All  I  did  I  got  paid  for  which  I  do 
not  think  I  ought  to  be  blamed  for.  I  have  a  large  family  to  support, 
and  being  a  jioor  man  1  thought  that  if  I  could  make  something  by 
carrying  a  few  persons  across  the  river  it  would  be  no  harm;  but 
instead  of  profiting  by  the  operation  I  have  lost  severely.  I  have  lost 
two  valuable  boats,  one  fine  horse,  saddle  and  bridle  and  revolver  that 
cost  $20.  That  of  all  most  valuable  is  my  liberty  and  to  be  separated 
from  a  distressed  wife  and  eight  little  children.  Also  I  have  lost  much 
by  being  from  home  at  this  important  season  of  the  year  when  a  crop 
was  to  be  taken  care  of  and  a  crop  of  wheat  to  be  seeded,  besides  a 
great  deal  of  work  that  should  be  done  very  soon  before  winter  sets  in. 
1  have  no  one  at  home  to  carry  on  such  woik  and  no  one  that  knows 
anything  about  a  great  deal  of  work  1  intended  to  have  done  this  fall. 

The  above  is  a  long  and  uuinteresting  letter  but  1  am  in  hoi)es  you 
will  see  my  object  and  sympathize  with  my  family  if  not  myself; 
besides  I  have  had  much  suffering  since  my  arrest.  1  was  kept  in 
camp  eleven  days,  having  nothing  to  sleep  on  but  the  naked  ground 
and  nothing  but  a  blanket  I  fortunately  brought  with  me,  and  but  little 
that  I  could  eat  the  biggest  part  of  the  tinie.  I  have  been  from  home 
now  five  weeks  next  Tuesday.  It  seems  to  be  a  long  time.  I  am  will- 
ing to  make  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  |God)  that  the 
above  statement  is  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  I  am 
further  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

THOS.  A.  JONES. 


Hdqes.  City  Guard,  Peovost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  I>.  C,  October  26, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

Dear  Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  aboxit  the  1st  of  September  last  the  following  letter  was  placed  in 
my  hands : 

Philadelphia,  August  S6, 1861. 
Hon.  M.  Blair. 

My  Dear  Sir:  As  a  lover  of  our  glorious  old  Union  I  deem  it  my  solemu  duty  to 
inform  j-ou  that  every  nigbt  letters  are  carried  from  tlie  post-office  at  Port  Tobacco, 
Md.,  to  King  Ijeorge  County,  Va.,  thence  direct  to  the  headquarters  of  the  rebel 
army.  My  own  wife  has  been  rciiuested  to  send  letters  to  the  care  of  Doctor  or  Mr. 
Dent  to  Port  Tobacco,  thence  they  were  to  be  carried  across. 
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Hoping  that  your  noble  efforts  to  cut  off  all  this  clandestine  commnnication  now 
80  generally  carried  on  from  lower  Maryland  across  and  by  secessionists  all  along 
the  line  may  be  successful,  I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  «&c., 

A.  ALLKINS. 

On  the  1st  of  September  the  following  memorandum  was  received  at 
my  office: 

Rev.  J.  H.  Ryland,  Sixteenth  and  K,  Washington : 

Information  from  Rev.  Mr.  Wilmer,  of  Port  Tobacco,  in  constant  communication 
by  boats  with  Virginia  (Mitchells,  Stones  and  Brent,  Posey  and  Middleton,  chief 
agents,  Port  Tobacco;  George  Dent  and  Tom  Stone,  Pope's  Creek). 

On  the  1st  of  September  also  John  Atwell,  of  this  city,  stated  at  my 
office  that  his  brother-in-law  at  Pope's  Creek  informed  him  while  on  a 
visit  to  his  wife's  family  there  a  while  before  that  there  were  and  had 
been  a  great  many  persons  going  over  into  Virginia  at  that  place  to 
Persimmon  Point,  directly  opposite,  it  being  the  place  where  the  sailors 
from  the  Pawnee  were  shot  about  ten  days  before  in  going  ashore  there  to 
see  about  a  small  boat  then  loaded  lying  at  the  shore.  That  he  (Atwell) 
had  the  day  before  received  a  letter  from  his  wife  at  Pope's  Creek,  which 
he  produced,  stating  that  the  Union  troops  had  come  there  the  week 
before  and  taken  possession  of  Tom  Jones'  boat,  which  he  carried  men 
across  to  Virginia  in,  but  that  he  had  bought  another  on  Monday  and 
was  taking  passengers  over  night  and  day,  keeping  the  boat  on  the  Vir- 
ginia side  to  keep  the  Northerners  from  getting  it.  This  letter  was  dated 
August  27,  which  was  about  ten  days  after  Atwell  was  at  Pope's  Creek 
himself  and  received  the  above  information  from  his  brother-in-law. 

On  the  14th  of  September  a  colored  prisoner  was  brought  to  my 
office  for  examination  who  made  in  substance  the  following  statement : 
That  his  name  was  William  Hill;  his  age  about  twenty-six  years;  that 
he  had  been  a  slave  to  James  Grymes  at  Mathias  Point  on  the  Potomac 
Eiver  all  his  life ;  that  he  had  lett  Mathias  Point  on  the  Saturday  night 
previous;  that  he  had  come  away  in  a  boat  with  some  colored  boys  who 
had  been  sent  from  the  Maryland  side  by  their  master,  Mr.  Thomas 
Jones,  with  some  passengers  to  the  Virgnia  shore;  that  he  (Hill)  left 
Mathias  Point  for  good,  he  hoped ;  that  James  Grymes'  farm  was  about 
a  mile  below  the  batteries  at  Mathias  Point;  that  Jones'  on  the  Mary- 
land side  was  below  Grymes'  on  the  Virginia  side,  while  George  Dent 
lived  right  opposite  Grymes;  that  Jones  and  Dent  both  kept  row-boats 
to  take  people  across  the  river;  that  they  landed  at  Grymes' house; 
that  the  U.  S.  officers  had  taken  Jones'  boats  away  from  him;  that  he 
(Jones)  did  the  principal  part  of  the  ferrying,  though  Dent  did  consider- 
able; that  they  never  crossed  horses  or  wagons,  only  footmen;  that 
the  crossing  was  mostly  from  the  Maryland  side,  very  few  crossing  over 
from  Virginia;  that  passengers  crossed  from  the  Maryland  side  nearly 
every  day  or  night ;  that  they  always  found  conveyances  waiting  at 
Grymes'  to  take  them  out  into  the  country;  that  when  Jones  had 
passengers  to  bring  over  in  the  night  he  gave  a  signal  by  placing  a 
light  in  his  upper  windows  and  then  the  wagons  came  down  out  of  the 
country  to  Grymes';  that  when  persons  on  the  Virginia  side  wanted 
the  boat  to  come  over  they  gave  a  signal  by  a  light  at  Grymes'  at 
night  and  by  hoisting  a  white  flag  in  the  daytime;  that  Jones  kept  his 
boat  up  a  gut  on  the  Maryland  side;  that  his  boat  had  been  taken 
away  from  him  twice  by  the  U.  S.  officers  but  had  been  replaced  by 
him  each  time,  and  that  he  was  then  using  Dent's  boat  which  had  once 
been  taken  from  him  but  restored;  that  Grymes  interested  himself 
both  in  miUtary  matters  and  his  farming  business  and  called  himself  a 
"shore  guard." 
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On  the  16th  of  September  in  accordance  with  your  orders  Lieut. 
W.  M.  Wilson,  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry,  with  a  mounted  company  and 
accompanied  by  one  of  my  operatives  and  Mr.  John  Atwell,  before 
mentioned  in  this  report,  as  guide  started  for  Pope's  Creek  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arresting  Thomas  Jones,  George  Dent  and  James  Grymes. 
Lieutenant  Wilson  reported  to  me  on  the  21st  of  September  that  he 
arrived  at  his  destination  at  about  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th 
and  after  surrounding  the  house  of  Jones  entered  it  and  made  a  thor- 
ough examination  of  it  and  the  i)remises  but  did  not  succeed  in  finding 
Jones;  that  he  seized  and  brought  away  all  the  correspondence  he 
could  find  in  the  house  and  smashed  up  a  boat  which  he  fouiid  lying  at 
the  landing  near  the  house;  that  he  then  proceeded  to  the  house  of 
George  Dent,  arriving  there  about  daylight;  that  he  surrounded  the 
house  and  demanded  admittance  which  after  some  little  delay  was 
given :  that  he  then  proceeded  to  search  the  premises  amid  the  loud 
remonstrances  of  the  family;  that  Mr.  Dent  was  gone;  that  he  after- 
ward ascertained  from  the  servants  and  from  interrogating  those  in 
the  house  that  he  had  left  for  Virginia  by  boat  accompanied  by  his  son 
and  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  others  about  11  o'clock  that  night; 
that  that  place  he  was  certain  from  information  he  had  gathered  there 
was  and  had  been  the  grand  depot  for  the  arrival  and  departure  of 
goods  and  men  for  the  rebel  army ;  that  he  took  from  Dent's  house  all 
the  correspondence  he  could  find,  together  with  the  following  articles 
which  he  considered  contraband,  to  wit:  Two  shotguns,  about  three 
pounds  of  powder,  about  thirty  pounds  of  shot,  one  uniform  coat,  one 
pair  of  epaulettes  and  three  boxes  percussion-caps. 

My  operative  who  accompanied  the  expedition  reported  in  addition 
to  the  above  that  while  at  Jones'  Lieutenant  Wilson  took  a  colored 
man  aside  and  questioned  him  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  Jones  and  was 
told  that  he  went  away  that  night  about  11  o'clock.  The  negro  said 
that  Jones  had  some  signals  whereby  he  knew  when  any  one  wanted  to 
go  over  the  river;  that  when  Jones  who  was  then  on  the  Virginia  side 
would  see  those  signals  he  would  come  over  with  his  boat.  On  going 
to  Dent's  the  operative  ascertained  from  the  servants  that  Dent  and 
Jones  had  been  in  the  habit  of  carrying  over  the  river  all  persons  that 
wanted  to  go  as  well  as  goods,  provisions,  &c. ;  that  Dent  and  Jones 
with  about  twenty-three  others  had  just  gone  over;  that  a  man  had 
come  there  that  night  and  informed  Dent  and  Jones  that  the  soldiers 
were  coming  to  arrest  them ;  that  they  had  left  at  about  11  p.  m.;  that 
they  had  told  the  women  folks  to  raise  a  white  cloth  to  let  them  know 
when  it  was  safe  to  come  over ;  that  they  had  some  other  signals  which 
the  servants  did  not  understand;  that  they  did  not  make  any  signals 
in  the  night  but  in  the  daytime,  and  that  the  boats  came  over  about  8 
p.  m.  to  take  over  whatever  was  to  go. 

On  the  17th  of  September  I  dispatched  one  of  my  operatives  to 
IMathias  Point,  Va.,  to  make  some  observations  for  the  Government  in 
that  vicinity.    In  his  report  to  me  on  the  20th  of  the  month  he  says: 

At  Port  Tobacco  I  found  a  troop  of  U.  S.  cavalry  (Lieutenant  Wilson's,  above  men- 
tioned) and  the  people  all  in  a  state  of  the  most  intense  excitement.  As  soon  as  the 
cavalry  left  the  inhabitants  held  meetings  at  the  taverns  and  stores  and  throwing 
off  all  restraint  talked  over  their  opinions  so  freely  that  I  could  easily  see  that  Union 
men  were  almost  unknown  in  that  locality.  Our  party  of  three,  Turner,  Cole  (two 
secessionists  he  had  fallen  in  with)  and  myself  made  known  our  design  of  crossing 
the  river  into  Virginia  and  all  that  were  present  seemed  willing  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  aid  us.  It  appeared  that  Mr.  George  Dent  who  had  previously  done  the 
ferrying  had  just  been  compelled  to  fly  for  safety  to  Virginia  and  that  circumstance 
hart'  broken  up  the  regular  way  of  crossing.  He  was  accompanied  by  a  Mr.  Jones 
and  a  Mr.  Wilson  whom  I  understand  our  cavalry  were  after. 
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By  careful  inquiry  I  learned  that  John  Shackleford,  a  deputy  sheriff  of  Charles 
County,  "(vho  had  hidden  a  trunk  full  of  carbines,  was  down  at  Chapel  Point  and 
desijrned  crossing  that  night.  His  baggage  was  to  be  sent  him  from  Port  Tobacco, 
and  I  engaged  to  take  it  to  him  and  cross  in  his  company.  Our  party  united  in  hiring 
a  suitable  conveyance  and  went  together  to  Chapel  Point,  four  miles  below.  On 
arriving  there  wo  learned  that  a  small  party  together  with  John  Shackleford  had 
gone  in  a  boat  along  shore  about  a  half  an  hour  previous  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
cepting the  regular  ferry-boat  near  George  Dent's  house.  AVe  waited  at  the  store  of 
a  Mr,  Dilahao  for  the  boat  to  return.  It  did  so  about  12  o'clock,  with  Shackleford 
still  aboard,  tliey  not  having  been  in  time  to  catch  the  other  boat.  I  learned  at  this 
place  tliat  sixty  had  crossed  at  George  Dent's  the  night  previous,  and  just  ahead  of 
our  troops  who  were  sent  there  to  arrest  some  of  them.  We  found  it  very  difficult 
to  get  this  boat  to  take  us  over,  as  the  parties  who  owned  it  had  not  been  in  tlie  habit 
of  crossing  and  were  afraid.  By  paying  an  exorbitant  price,  however,  we  succeeded 
in  getting  a  very  inefificient  number  to  manage  the  boat  to  undertake  crossing  with 
us.  It  is  called  eight  miles  from  this  point  to  Mathias  Point,  and  in  one  hour  and  a 
half  we  lauded  safely  on  the  opposite  shore  near  the  latter  point.  Mr.  Colo  and 
myself  went  up  the  [road]  and  discovered  a  house  near  by  which  we  approached 
boldly  making  considerable  noise  in  order  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  pickets. 
We  found  the  house  vacant  and  no  pickets  within  hailing  distance.  We  learned 
from  a  negro  woman  near  by  that  this  house  belonged  to  a  Mr.  Gryines,  and  that 
another  Mr.  Grymes  owned  a  house  half  a  mile  below  where  the  nearest  pickets  were 
stationed,  and  that  the  nearest  pickets  above  were  directly  at  the  point  about  the 
same  distance  away.  Wo  returned  to  our  boat  and  went  down  to  the  house  of  the 
other  Mr.  Grymes  where  the  pickets  were  stationed.  We  were  very  near  landing 
before  they  discovered  us,  and  they  were  considerably  surprised  at  our  coming  under 
the  circumstances.  »  »  *  This  place  is  the  principal  lauding  for  Marylanders, 
and  two  boats  are  kept  here  for  crossing  the  river.  They  are  hidden  by  being  drawn 
up  the  beach  within  the  spiles  driven  across  the  mouth  of  a  ravine.  «  »  *  j  T,y-ig 
permitted  to  return  Wednesday  night  and  was  ferried  over  by  George  Dent,  jr. 
*  *  •  Captain  Quincy  gave  lue  a  letter  to  his  wife  and  one  to  his  brother-in-law, 
of  Baltimore.  From  reading  them  I  learn  that  many  Baltimoreans  have  been  going 
to  Mathias  Point  by  way  of  the  Patuxent  boat  and  Benedict  and  thence  across  the 
country  to  the  Potomac.  *  ♦  *  Some  ladies,  wives  of  oflicers,  have  reached  Vir- 
ginia via  Benedict  and  Mathias  Point  within  the  past  week. 

Daring  tlae  latter  part  of  September  and  tbe  first  of  October  I  bad 
three  other  operatives  in  Southern  Maryland  in  the  secret  service  of  the 
Government.  One  of  them  reported  that  on  the  1st  of  October  while 
at  Plowden's  Wharf,  about  sixteen  miles  northwest  of  Leonard  town, 
old  man  Wible  told  them  that  the  soldiers  had  arrested  Doctor  Dent 
and  that  at  the  camp  Dent  told  the  officer  who  had  him  in  charge  that 
he  wished  to  go  out  in  the  field  a  few  minutes.  The  officer  went  out 
with  him  and  Dent  got  over  the  fence  into  a  field  of  corn  while  the  offi- 
cer sat  on  the  fence  waiting  for  him.  Dent  started  off  on  a  full  run,  the 
officer  after  him  but  the  latter  could  not  overtake  him.  He  then  went 
back  to  camp  and  had  the  corn-field  surrounded  but  Dent  got  away. 
The  operatives  were  informed  on  the  same  day  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood by  Mr.  Joseph  Herbert,  who  kept  a  contraband  ferry,  that  he 
(Herbert)  was  to  take  Doctor  Dent  over  the  river  on  the  morrow  night. 
While  they  were  at  JSTewport  near  J^ort  Tobacco  Mr.  George  Lancaster, 
a  secessionist,  speaking  of  Doctor  Dent  said  that  he  (Lancaster)  would 
rather  lose  what  little  property  he  had  there  than  to  hear  of  his  friend 
being  taken  prisoner;  that  he  (Dent)  had  done  more  for  the  "good 
cause"  than  any  other  man  in  the  country.  While  at  Piscataway 
October  3  the  operatives  were  informed  that  the  soldiers  had  taken 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Tope's  Creek,  and  another  man  through  there  on  the 
Sunday  before  on  their  way  to  Washington. 

On  the  4th  of  October  Thomas  Jones,  of  Tope's  Creek,  and  Samuel 
G.Acton  having  been  arrested  by  the  Sickles  Brigade  and  brought  into 
camp  were  brought  here  on  telegraph  dispatch  from  Col.  E.  B.  Marcy 
and  confined  in  the  Thirteenth  Street  Prison.  Acton  stated  to  me  in 
prison  that  he  was  direct  from  Eichmond  and  was  going  to  Anne 
Arundel  County  to  see  his  family.     When  arrested  he  was  found  hid 
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in  the  bushes  with  Jones.  One  of  iny  operatives  who  M'as  in  Kichmond, 
Va.,  about  the  1st  of  October  informs  me  that  during  a  conversation  he 
had  with  the  Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  the  latter 
remarked  to  him  that  he  had  heard  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Acton 
liad  been  arrested  by  the  Federal  troops  in  Maryland.  He  said  that 
one  Acton  had  been  charged  with  important  business  at  the  North  for 
the  Confederate  States  and  he  wished  my  operative  who  had  gained  his 
confidence  to  inquire  into  the  matter  when  he  came  North  and  let  him 
know  about  it  when  he  returned  to  Richmond.  I  have  to  request  that 
my  operative  be  excused  from  testifying  in  the  matter  as  it  is  impracti- 
cable for  him  to  do  so,  he  being  now  and  almost  constantly  absent  in  the 
secret  service  of  the  Government. 

Among  Ihe  papers  of  George  Dent  taken  possession  of  by  Lieutenant 
Wilson  and  posse  were  the  following : 

No.  1. — Letter  from  G.  Donnellan,  headquarters  Brooks'  Station,  July 
21, 1861,  to  George  Dent  inclosing  a  letter  addressed  to  Doctor  Wivill, 
as  stated,  to  be  forwarded  without  delay  instructing  him  (Wivill)  how 
to  connect  with  the  "  courier  line "  to  be  established  next  day  from 
Grymes'  house,  Mathias  Point,  to  the  headquarters  of  General  D,  Kug- 
gles  at  Brooks'  Station.  Dispatches  of  an  important  character  he  said 
were  to  come  out  that  week  to  General  Beauregard.    He  says  to  Dent: 

Please  keep  on  the  qui  vive  and  all  expense  iucurrecl  shall  be  made  satisfactory  to 
you  or  any  other  person  rendering  service.  Please  so  inform  onr  friends  and  also 
Doctor  Wivill.  General  Ruggles  -who  knows  of  my  authority  has  stated  herein  to 
the  same  effect  as  I  represent.  , 

Indorsement  by  General  Ruggles : 

The  bearer  of  this  is  authorized  to  certify  bills  to  be  paid  at  Richmond.  All  com- 
munications should  be  forwarded  rapidly. 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Colonel,  Provisional  Army,  Commandivf/  Forces. 

No.  2.— R.  J.  Brent,  Baltimore,  July  20,  1861,  to  George  Dent.  He 
says: 

My  friends  Messrs.  Carson  and  Armistead,  of  this  city,  are  going  to  yonr  neighbor- 
hood' on  business.  If  they  should  call  on  you  please  give  them  every  facility  and 
.-ittention  as  they  arc  gentlemen  of  character  and  in  every  way  worthy  of  confidence. 

Note. — From  the  printed  card  at  the  head  of  the  sheet  on  which  the 
letter  is  written  it  would  appear  that  Carson  is  a  Baltimore  banker  and 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  business  of  himself  and  companion  in  Dent's 
neighborhood  had  some  connection  with  Southern  financial  matters. 

Among  the  papers  of  Thomas  A.  Jones  taken  possession  of  by  Lieu- 
tenant Wilson  were  the  following: 

No.  1. — Letter  from  H.  Rives  Pollard,  Richmond  Examiner  office, 
August  3, 1861,  to  Thomas  Jones  requesting  him  to  have  The  Baltimore 
Sun  sent  to  him  (Jones)  at  Allen's  Fresh  and  to  forward  it  to  him  (Pol- 
lard) by  persons  coming  into  Virginia. 

No.  2. — George  F.  Harbin,  salesman  in  Meyerberg's  store,  48  Market 
Space,  Washington,  D.  C,  writes  to  Jones  August  8, 1861,  tliat  he  is 
well  and  in  fine  spirits  since  the  great  victory  at  Manassas  and  expects 
from  rumors  to  soon  be  living  under  another  Presilent.  He  thinks 
that  Lincoln  is  pretty  nearly  played  out  and  that  one  more  victory  in 
favor  of  the  South  will  knock  down  his  house. 

No.  3. — Mr.  S,  B.  Zimmerman  writes  to  Jones  from  Richmond  August 
5, 1861,  that  he  thinks  of  joining  the  Southern  army  and  wants  Jones 
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to  have  bis  tobacco  carried  carefully  to  Baltimore  so  that  he  can  get 
the  proceeds  when  he  comes  over. 

No.  4. — Letter  from  George  F.  Harbin,  Washington,  July  8, 1861,  to 
Thomas  A.  Jones.  He  hopes  and  sincerely  believes  that  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  i)eople  of  the  North  will  condemn  Abe's  cruel 
a(!ts  and  hurl  him  from  power. 

No.  5. — Mr.  E.  L.  Kogers  in  a  note  without  date  states  that  he  lost  a 
hand  trunk  at  Grymes'  while  crossing  the  river  there  and  wants  Jones 
or  somebody  else  to  find  it.  He  also  discloses  tJie  fact  that  they  trans- 
ported chloroform  there  in  jugs  marked  "Neat's-foot  oil." 

My  operative  who  was  in  Richmond  about  the  1st  of  October  says  in 
his  report  tliat  Captain  Quincy,  agent  of  what  they  called  the  "Under- 
ground railroad"  down  there  via  Pope's  Creek,  had  been  supplying 
the  publishers  in  Richmond  witn  New  York  and  Philadelphia  papers 
"  only  two  days  old  for  the  past  six  weeks  aud  that  he  was  only  stopped 
by  the  arrest  of  certain  parties  at  Pope's  Creek. 

About  the  23d  of  August  last  the  following  letter  was  placed  in  my 
hands  by  the  provost-marshal  for  me  to  operate  upon : 

Patent  Office,  Washington,  August  S3,  1S61. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  On  yesterday  a  lady  sent  some  information  about  .a  secessionist  in 
Georgetown  to  General  McClellan  and  signed  her  letter  "A  jiiend  to  her  country." 
She  -withheld  her  name  for  good  and  satisfactory  reasons  hut  I  have  advised  her  that 
it  is  not  likely  any  attention  will  he  paid  to  au  anonymous  communication.  She  has 
therefore  intrusted  the  substance  of  her  letter  to  me  and  I  hasten  to  send  it  to  you: 

" Rudolph %Vatkin3  is  a  young  man  residing  iu  Georgetown  who  has  made  it  his 
business  for  months  past  and  does  now  to  convey  secessionists  from  this  city  to  his 
uncle's  house,  a  Mr.  Gregg  [Dent],  in  Charles  County,  Md.,  near  the  Potomac  River, 
whence  they  arc  taken  over  to  Aquia  Creek  and  thence  to  Richmond.  The  triptakes 
two  days.  The  father  of  this  Rudolph  Watkins  holds  an  office  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment and  he  and  his  family  are  regarded  by  their  Union  neighbors  as  secessionists." 

This  lady  is  reliable  and  discreet  and  she  does  not  withhold  her  name  from  any 
false  modesty  but  only  because  to  give  it  would  injure  the  usefulness  of  others. 
Yours,  most  truly. 

J.  VAN  SANTWOOD. 

On  the  7th  of  September  one  of  my  operatives  ascertained  that 
Rudolph  Watkins  had  stated  to  a  young  lady  that  he  had  conveyed  at 
least  fifty  persons  down  to  Charles  County,  Md.,  who  were  going  into 
Virginia,  and  that  his  uncle  who  was  a  farmer  near  the  river  had  con- 
veyed them  over  into  Virginia.  On  the  9th  of  September  a  lady,  under 
an  arrangement  with  one  of  my  operatives,  called  on  Rudolph  Watkins 
and  told  him  that  she  had  a  letter  that  she  desired  to  know  if  he  could 
by  any  means  send  to  Richmond,  Va.  Rudolph  replied  that  he  would 
take  the  letter  and  send  it.  He  asked  if  there  was  anything  wrong  in 
it,  and  she  replied  that  there  was  not  as  far  as  she  knew.  He  said  his 
uncle's  name  was  Dent  and  not  Grymes;  that  Grymes  lived  on  the 
Virginia  side,  and  helped  persons  on  to  Richmond.  She  gave  him  2.5 
cents  to  send  tlie  letter,  with  which  he  expressed  himself  satisfied.  He 
said  that  his  uncle  would  get  the  letter  over  to  Grymes.  On  the  18th 
of  September  one  of  my  operatives  had  a  professional  interview  with 
Rudolph  Watkins,  during  which  the  latter  stated  that  he  was  as  good 
a  Southern  man  as  there  was  in  the  country,  and  placed  himself  at  the 
service  of  th«  former,  supposing  him  to  be  a  secessionist  fresh  from  the 
South  on  business  of  the  Confederate  States.  lie  spoke  as  being  on 
the  best  of  terms  with  Dent,  Jones  and  Grymes,  of  Poi)e's  Creek  noto- 
riety. The  next  day  he  said  he  would  like  to  go  South,  but  the  "old 
man"  would  not  consent  to  it;  that  he  had  his  uniform  all  ready,  as 
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also  liis  cousin  Dent.  On  the  21st  of  September  lie  gave  luy  operative, 
whom  he  considered  of  the  right  stripe,  a  letter  of  introduction  to  a 
friend  at  Pope's  Creek,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

,  „   „  Georgetown,  D.  C,  September  SI,  1S61. 

J.  II.  Bowman,  Esq.,  Allen's  Fresh,  Md. 

]Jeaii  Joe  :  The  bearer  of  this  letter,  Mr.  William  Stephens,  came  across  the  river  on 
Monday  last  and  lauded  at  Pope's  Creek.  Since  then  he  has  heard  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  sent  troops  down  there,  and  fearing  that  Uncle  George  and  the  rest  of  the 
gentlemen  living  in  that  neighborhood  may  have  left,  he  desires  me  to  write  this 
letter  to  you  and  beg  that  you  will  if  in  your  power  advise  him  what  course  to  pur- 
sue. He  has  some  very  important  papers  with  him  that  ho  is  (juito  anxious  about. 
If  yon  can  help  him  in  any  way  without  endangering  yourself  iu  any  way  yon  will 
confer  a  great  favor  upon  him,  for  which  I  am  sure  he  will  be  trulv  grateful.  He 
certainly  is  all  right  on  the  question.  1  do  not  think  myself  that  "the  reports  he 
has  heard  are  true.  However,  as  I  do  not  know  I  cannot  advise.  Use  your  own  dis- 
cretion and  do  all  you  can. 
I  remain  yours,  &c., 

RUDOLPH. 

On  the  23d  of  September  one  of  my  operatives  learned  from  a  reliable 
source  that  liudolph  Watkins  took  Lieut.  Clarence  Derrick,  late  of  the 
U.  S.  Army,  who  resigned  for  the  purpose  of  joiniugthe  Southern  army, 
to  his  uncle  George  Dent's,  near  Port  Tobacco,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
him  conveyed  to  Virginia.  The  informant  did  not  recollect  the  exact 
date  of  the  act  but  thought  that  it  was  since  the  battle  of  Bull  Eun. 

On  the  night  of  the  23d  of  September  a  number  of  my  operatives  in 
company  with  a  squad  of  the  provost  guard  in  Georgetown  according 
to  your  orders  proceeded  to  arrest  Eudolph  and  George  S.  Watkins  at 
their  residence  in  that  city,  taking  possession  of  their  papers,  &c. 
Among  the  papers  taken  possession  of  at  the  residence  of  the  Watkinses 
at  the  time  of  their  arrest  were  the  following :  Letter  from  Eleanor 
Dent  to  George  S.  Watkins,  July  27, 1861.  She  says  her  father  was 
perfectly  charmed  with  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  the  "Grand  Army." 
Letter  from  H.  Ashton  Kamsay,  step-brother  of  the  Watkinses,  dated 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  8, 1861,  sent  by  Harris  Forbes  who  comes  back 
for  more  recruits.  Letter  from  Eudolph  to  his  father  dated  at  his 
"Uncle  Todd's,"  June  13,  1861.  He  states  that  his  uncle  George  is 
very  busy  conveying  persons  to  Virginia,  and  that  it  is  really  astonish- 
ing how  many  cross  from  Maryland  to  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  on  the  developments  of  the  letters  of 
George  F.  Harbin  to  Thomas  A.  Jones  (see  Nos.  2  and  4)  said  Harbin 
was  arrest«d  and  committed  to  the  Thirteenth  Street  Prison  to  await 
further  developments  and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  further  trea- 
sonable communication  in  a  certain  direction. 

From  the  foregoing  report  it  appears  that  George  Dent  and  Thomas 
A.  Jones,  of  Maryland,  and  James  and  Benjamin  E.  Grymes,  of  Vir- 
ginia, have  been  actively  engaged  up  to  about  the  16th  of  September 
in  forwarding  men  and  contraband  goods  and  correspondence  from 
Maryland  into  Virginia  near  Pope's  Creek,  Dent  at  least  being  an 
authorized  agent  of  the  rebel  army,  and  he  and  the  Grymeses  probably 
being  still  engaged  in  the  same  business  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the 
river;  that  Rudolph  Watkins  has  been  in  active  cooperation  with  them 
here  forwarding  men  and  letters  to  them  according  to  his  own  admis- 
sions to  my  operatives  and  others  whom  he  supposed  to  be*eccssioni.sts; 
that  George  S.  Watkins  and  George  F,  Harbin  have  been  in  corre- 
spondence and  earnest  symjjathy  if  not  active  co-operation  with  them, 
the  former  inquiring  about  Mayuard  rifles  here  for  Dent,  &c.,  and  the 
latter  particularly  violently  denouncing  the  Federal  Government  in  his 
letters  and  invoking  the  success  of  the  rebel  arms,  &c. ;  and  that  the 
evidence  in  the  case  of  Samuel  G.  Acton  as  far  as  it  has  been  developed 
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is  strongly  indicative  of  his  being  a  spy  of  tlie  most  dangerous  stamp. 
I  know  of  no  extenuating  circumstances  in  the  case  of  aiiy  of  tlie  above 
parties. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 

Statement  of  George  W.  Smith,  of  Bryantmon,  Charles  County,  Md. 

The  secession  feeling  commenced  about  April  last,  1861.  The  princi- 
pal leaders  in  the  secession  party  and  those  who  have  aided  against 
the  Government  are,  first,  James  A.  Mudd;  lives  about  one  mile  from 
Bryantown;  has  been  conveying  men  and  boxes  supposed  to  contain 
munitions  of  war  from  Baltimore  and  diflferent  counties  in  the  State  to 
Pope's  Creek  on  the  Potomac.  The  men  were  strangers  from  Baltimore 
and  other  places.  Mudd  paid  the  expenses.  This  has  been  carried  on 
since  April  last;  Hilla-ry  Burch,  at  Benedict,  has  been  running  a  regu- 
lar line  of  passengers  to  Pope's  Creek  in  a  wagon,  carrying  arms,  &c., 
daily  to  Pope's  Creek.  Eobert  L.  Burch,  of  Bryantown,  has  been 
carrying  arms  and  ammunition  to  Pope's  Creek  in  his  wagon,  driven  by 
l)ennis  Burch.  Y.  Posey,  of  Port  Tobacco,  lias  been  running  a  regular 
line  from  [there]  taking  passengers,  arms  and  ammunition  from  Bene- 
dict to  Pope's  Creek.  Thomas  A.  Jones,  of  l^ope's  Creek,  is  the  man 
who  receives  the  men,  arms  and  ammunition  at  that  place  and  conveys 
them  over  to  Virginia  in  his  own  boat  and  with  his  own  negroes. 
Thomas  Stone,  at  Pope's  Creek,  is  also  engaged  at  the  same  business. 
Stone  has  also  been  collecting  men  to  carry  over  to  Virginia.  Luther 
Martin,  of  Allen's  Fresh,  Charles  County,  is  now  daily  running  men 
and  ainmunition  from  Benedict  to  Pope's  Creek. 

The  boxes  containing  the  guns  about  a  week  ago  came  from  Anne 
Arundel  County,  Md.  Supposes  at  least  200  have  left  the  neighborhood 
of  Bryantown  and  been  carried  to  Virginia  to  the  secession  army.  The 
wagon  that  carried  the  passengers,  arms  and  ammunition  from  Bryan- 
town to  Pope's  Creek  belongs  to  the  cavalry  company  at  Bryantown 
and  is  in  possession  of  James  A.  Mudd, 

Smith  states  positively  that  he  is  guilty  of  no  intentional  wrong. 
He  admits  he  has  acted  wrong,  but  he  did  it  innocently,  having  been 
persuaded  that  there  was  no  wrong  in  what  he  did  by  Mudd  and  others. 
He  most  piteously  asks  to  be  discharged*  by  taking  the  oath,  and 
declares  he  will  be  true  and  give  information  of  anything  that  may  be 
done  against  the  Government  in  that  region.  I  would  recommend  his 
discharge,  as  I  think  this  is  all  that  can  be  made  out  of  him,  and  he 
can  be  used  hereafter  if  necessary. 

T.  B.  EOBEY. 

Old  Capitol  Prison,  Washington,  J).  C,  November  1,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtard. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  addition  to  the  letter  I  addressed  to  you  last  week  I 
have  to  say  to  you  that  I  am  a  long  way  from  home  and  am  among 
strangers  and  have  no  friends  to  do  anything  for  me  in  the  way  of  get- 
ting a  release,  and  counsel  prohibited.  I  leave  my  case  with  you  and 
beg  your  honor  to  give  me  a  hearing  soon.  You  will  find  inclosed  or 
attached  a  copy  of  a  letter  t  from  my  wife  and  will  see  her  condition. 
Very  respectfully, 

THOS.  a.  JONES. 

*  There  is  no  record  of  the  arrest  of  Smith  other  than  this.  t  Not  found. 
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Washington,  November  11,  inai. 
Assistant  Secretary  Sewaed: 

I  will  send  a  statement  of  sucli  facts  as  I  am  acquainted  witli.  My 
busband  is  a  native  of  Augusta,  Me.  He  has  been  living  in  Baltimore 
for  the  last  ten  years  and  working  at  gas  fitting.  Last  fall  work  was 
dull  there.  He  and  his  family  moved  to  Philadelphia  with  the  hope  of 
getting  something  to  do,  but  there  he  met  with  no  success.  He  remained 
until  the  1st  of  April,  when  he  left  for  Richmond,  where  he  obtained 
work  with  Mr.  Slanny,  of  Philadelphia,  for  five  months  when  his  material 
gave  out,  and  he  was  on  his  way  honie  when  arrested.  The  winter  is 
setting  in  and  I  have  no  way  of  supporting  myself  and  children,  and 
am  Without  a  home,  living  about  from  place  to  place  without  a  pro- 
tector. You  will  confer  a  great  favor  by  having  his  case  attended  to 
and  give  him  a  trial  as  soon  as  possible  as  one  of  my  children  is  danger- 
ously ill  and  I  niaj-  have  to  return  to  Baltimore  in  a  short  time. 
Very  respectfully, 

ANNA  B.  ACTON. 


Washington,  November  18, 1861. 
Mr.  J.  Dent. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  to  address  you  a  few  lines  in  reference 
to  my  case.  I  was  in  hopes  to  have  heard  from  you  before  this,  but 
not  having  done  so  I  will  again  call  your  attention  to  the  same,  which 
you  so  kindly  offered  your  services  when  you  were  to  see  me.  I  received 
a  letter  from  home  since  I  saw  you  and  my  family  are  still  in  great 
distress  about  me  and  say  they  arc  in  hopes  some  kind  friend  will 
intercede  and  get  me  released  so  I  may  get  home  soon  to  relieve  them 
of  some  of  their  troubles.  1  have  an  affectionate  wife  at  home  and 
eight  young  children  all  dependent  upon  me  for  protection  and  support; 
and  further  my  wife  is  expecting  to  be  confined  now  very  soon,  in  a 
week  or  two  at  the  most,  which  causes  her  more  distress  as  well  as 
myself;  also  the  time  has  come  when  all  farmers  have  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  next  year,  and  if  a  portion  of  said  arrangements  is  not 
made  very  soon  it  cannot  be  made  at  all;  and  further  I  have  not  pro- 
vided any  winter  clothing,  shoes,  &c.,  or  anything  else  for  the  comfort 
of  the  family  and  I  cannot  do  it  until  I  get  released  or  see  some  one 
from  home.  Therefore  I  beg  of  you  for  my  family's  sake  to  use  all  of 
your  influence  to  get  me  released  so  I  may  once  more  return  home  to 
relieve  them  of  some  of  their  sorrows  and  afflictions.  I  shall  expect 
to  see  you  in  a  day  or  two  or  hear  from  you  when  you  will  be  able  to 
give  me  some  cheering  news. 

With  great  respect,  1  remain,  your  respected  friend, 

THOS.  A.  JONES. 

P.  S. — It  will  be  eight  weeks  to-morrow  since  my  arrest,  which  seems 
to  me  years. 

T.  A.  J. 


Old  Capitol  Prison,  Washington,  D.  C,  December  5,  1801. 
His  Honor  William  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir:  The  condition  of  my  family  and  my  affairs  at  home  gen- 
erally demand  of  me  to  trouble  you  again  in  reference  to  my  release. 
The  crimes  which  lam  charged  with  let  them  be  true  or  false  cannot  be 
now  remedied  by  imprisonment  which  has  been  now  nearly  three  months. 
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There  have  beeu  to  my  knowledge  parties  arrested  and  released  since 
my  arrest  who  were  guilty  of  more  serious  charges  than  ever  I  was 
and  who  were  better  able  to  stand  the  loss  of  time  from  home,  they 
having  small  or  no  f^imilies  at  all.  I  have  since  my  arrest  suffered 
much  myself  but  that  suffering  is  light  to  that  of  my  family  who  are 
solely  dependent  upon  me  for  support  and  many  necessaries  and  com- 
forts' of  life  which  they  cannot  get  without  me.  I  have  lost  between 
$400  and  $500  worth  of  property  which  the  Government  has  the  use  of 
now.  I  am  a  citizen  of  Maryland  and  expect  to  live  under  her  laws, 
and  am  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  abide  by  the  same; 
therefore  under  the  circumstances  I  cannot  think  you  will  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  the  within  as  many  of  the  charges  against  me  are  utterly  untrue 
and  I  defy  them  to  be  proven ;  therefore  I  appeal  to  you  in  behalf  of  my 
wife  and  children  to  have  me  released  as  soon  as  circumstances  will 
admit.  Your  compliance  with  the  above  will  receive  the  thanks  of 
myself  as  well  as  of  a  distressed  family. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  A.  JONES. 


Washington,  Becemher  C,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Sir  :  You  will  do  me  a  great  favor  by  giving  my  case  your  earliest 
consideration.  I  have  been  confined  in  prison  since  September  23  with- 
out knowing  what  the  charges  against  me  are,  and  us  I  have  several 
sisters  depending  on  my  labor  for  a  support  1  hope  you  will  not  refuse 
to  give  me  a  trial.  I  am  innocent  of  having  committed  any  act  against 
the  Government.  I  can  prove  this  if  you  will  give  me  a  trial.  I  have 
not  taken  part  in  the  politics  of  our  country.  I  never  voted  in  my  life, 
not  being  old  enough  at  the  last  election  to  do  so.  I  am  a  Eoman 
Catholic,  and  coming  from  a  slave  district  (lower  Maryland)  I  hold  as 
political  sentiments  those  of  the  anti-Know  Nothing  or  Democratic 
party.  But  as  a  mere  expression  of  opinion  is  not  a  crime  I  do  not  see 
why  I  am  made  to  suffer  for  it.  If  it  is  a  crime  I  have  sinned  unknow- 
ingly. I  have  resided  in  this  city  for  the  last  seven  years,  and  tlie 
records  will  show  that  I  am  and  have  been  a  law  abiding  citizen,  I  am 
willing  and  have  been  at  any  time  since  my  arrest  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  This  you  have  been  informed  of  by  my  friend  Dr.  S.  A.  H. 
McKim.  If  you  cannot  find  the  time  to  investigate  my  case,  and  if  it 
be  consistent  with  law  I  would  take  a  stringent  oath  of  parole  so  that 
I  could  attend  to  my  business,  and  thereby  assist  in  supporting  my 
family,  I  am  a  property  owner  to  a  small  extent  in  this  city,  and  I  do 
not  intend  to  leave  this  place  (nor  ever  was  it  my  intention  to  leave  it). 
I  hope,  sir,  in  consideration  of  the  situation  at  home  and  (you  will  find 
on  investigating)  my  innocence  you  will  grant  my  request. 
I  remain,  yours,  respectfuUv, 

GEO.  F.  HAEBIN. 


Washington,  D,  O.,  Becemher  9, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  iiecretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Georg-e  Dent,  of  Charles  County,  Md.,  a  state  prisoner  now  in  confine- 
ment in  this  city,  in  response  to  certain  charges  which  he  learns  from 
unofficial  sources  are  the  ground  of  liis  arrest.    In  this  statement  he 
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peremptorily  denies  that  he  has  voluntarily  or  designedly  committed 
any  act  of  hostility  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
frankly  states  the  circumstances  which  have  caused  his  arrest.  I  know 
Mr.  Dent  well  and  am  confident  that  his  statements  are  entitled  to  the 
fullest  credit.  The  fifty  years  of  life  which  have  been  vouchsafed  to 
him  have  been  spent  in  inoffensive  retirement  on  his  estate  in  Mary- 
land and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  citizen  of  the  county  in  which  he 
resides  who  would  venture  to  impeach  his  integrity  or  veracity. 

I  also  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  letter*  from  Mr.  Thomas  A. 
Jones,  another  j)risoner  from  the  same  county  in  Maryland,  in  which  he 
makes  a  strong  appeal  to  the  mercy  of  the  Government.  My  acquaint- 
ance with  Mr.  Jones  is  slight,  but  as  he  admits  in  part  the  truth  of  the 
supposed  charges  against  him  and  is  willing  to  give  any  pledge  which 
may  be  required  for  his  loyal  conduct  in  future  he  hopes  that  his 
imprisonment  of  ten  weeks  and  other  severe  injuries  he  has  suffered 
have  sufficiently  atoned  for  past  offenses. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  the  cases  of  Messrs. 
Dent  and  Jones  will  be  found  fit  subjects  for  the  exercise  of  the  paternal 
clemency  of  the  Government.  A  native  myself  of  the  county  in  which 
these  gentlemen  reside,  and  intimately  acquainted  with  the  sentiments 
and  characteristics  of  the  people,  may  I  venture  to  suggest  the  opinion 
that  a  conciliatory  policy  will  be  most  efffective  in  repressing  hostility 
in  that  portion  of  Maryland?  It  is  in  this  spirit  that  I  invoke  your 
kindness  in  behalf  of  Messrs.  Dent  and  Jones. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSIAH  DENT. 

[Inclosurc] 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  7,  1861. 
Mr.  JosiAH  Dent. 

My  Dear  Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  will  proceed  to 
give  a  fair  and  honest  statement  of  facts  in  reference  to  my  case  now 
pending  before  the  Government  authorities.  I  understand  the  charges 
against  me  to  be  that  I  voluntarily  acted  as  an  agent  in  conveying  indi- 
viduals, arms  and  letters  across  the  Potomac  River  and  thereby  aided 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States.  In  reply  to  tliis  I  have  to  state  that 
although  on  several  occasions  persons  were  conveyed  across  the  river 
it  was  done  against  my  strong  desire,  but  owing  to  the  sentiment  pre- 
vailing in  the  county  at  that  time  and  my  close  proxunity  to  the  river 
I  found  it  utterly  impossible  to  resist  the  pressure  with  which  I  was 
surrounded  without  rendering  myself  obnoxious  to  the  whole  neighbor- 
hood. I  can  prove  that  on  several  occasions  I  was  reproached  and  dis- 
trusted because  I  refused  to  allow  my  boat  to  be  used  in  conveying 
persons  across  the  river.  I  can  prove  that  I  several  times  concealed 
my  boat  and  at  length  hauled  her  up  and  gave  positive  orders  that  she 
should  not  be  placed  in  the  water,  but  having  occasion  to  leave  home 
for  a  few  days  when  I  returned  I  found  that  during  my  absence  persons 
had  taken  her  and  crossed  the  river  notwithstanding  my  positive  orders 
to  the  contrary. 

With  regard  to  letters,  on  one  occasion  only  a  budget  of  mail  matter 
was  sent  to  me  from  Virginia  to  be  forwarded,  but  I  firmly  declined 
acting  in  any  such  capacity  and  destroyed  the  letters  in  presence  of 
several  citizens  of  Charles  County.  As  to  my  conveying  arms  to  the 
enemy  I  utterly  repel  the  charge  for  I  never  crossed  the  river  until  I 

*Not  found,  but  see  Jones  to  Dent,  Novembev  18. 
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heard  that  I  was  to  be  arrested,  and  so  far  as  I  know  nothing  of  a  con- 
traband nature  was  conveyed  across  the  river  in  my  boat.  So  far  as 
my  loyalty  is  concerned  1  never  had  any  intention  either  directly  or 
indirectly  to  aid  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  I  positively 
refused  to  allow  my  son  to  join  the  Southern  army  at  a  time  when 
numbers  of  the  young  men  of  the  county  were  leaving  for  that  purpose 
and  although  I  was  subjected  to  reproach  for  refusing  my  consent. 

While  in  Virginia  I  remained  in  a  position  as  near  my  own  home  as 
1  could  safely  get  at  the  house  of  an  old  lady  who  is  a  relation  of  mine, 
and  where  I  was  arrested,  and  strictly  refrained  from  giving  the  South- 
ern troops  any  aid  or  information  whatever  and  also  prevented  my  sou 
from  doing  so. 

With  the  assurance  that  what  I  have  written  above  is  a  true  and 
unreserved  statement,  I  remain,  sir,  yours,  truly, 

GEOEGE  DENT. 


Hon.  W.  H.  Sbwaed. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  request  an  examination  on  your  part  into  the 
grounds  of  arrest  of  Mr.  George  Dent,  of  Charles  County,  and  if  there 
be  no  adequate  ground  for  his  detention  according  to  law  I  respectfully 
request  that  he  be  discharged.  I  venture  to  make  this  suggestion 
because  Mr.  Dent  writes  me  that  he  knows  nothing  he  has  done  worthy 
of  confinement  and  he  is  a  truthful  gentleman.  Of  his  political  views 
I  know  nothing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WENTEK  DAVIS. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  19,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General:  Herewith  I  send  a  letter  from  Peter  W.  Crain,  esq.,*  of 
Charles  County,  Md.,  relative  to  the  cases  of  George  Dent,  George 
Dent,  jr.,  B.  J.  Cross,  Thomas  A.  Jones,  G.  Watkins  and  R.  Watkins, 
prisoners  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Building  in  this  city,  which  I  will 
thank  you  to  read  and  return  to  me  with  your  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  releasing  these  persons  on  taking  the  oath. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SBWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Baltimore,  December  19,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Sir  :  Some  two  months  since  I  was  introduced  to  you  by  Mr.  Cowan? 
at  which  time  I  stated  I  had  been  requested  by  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Acton  to  apply  to  you  for  his  release.  You  were  kind  enough  to  say 
that  General  Sickles  would  be  applied  to  for  the  nature  of  the  charges 
against  Acton  and  that  an  answer  to  my  request  in  behalf  of  his  wife 
and  little  children  would  be  given  me  in  a  few  days.  You  will  excuse 
me,  my  dear  sir,  ibr  thus  trespassing.  Acton's  delicate  wife  continues 
to  press  upon  me  the  case  of  her  husband.  I  have  known  Acton  for 
years  as  a  good  mechanic,  and  I  understood  he  was  in  Philadelphia  and 
then  in  Ri(!hmond  after  the  19th  of  April  to  procure  work. 

*Not  found. 
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When  ou  his  way  home  the  last  time  he  was  arrested  as  I  understand 
while  crossing  the  Lower  Potomac  with  one  Jones,  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  had  with  him  perhaps  some  remittances  due  to  merchants  here. 
Acting-  on  these  impressions  I  hoped  the  Government  would  release 
him  if  nothing  else  was  charged  against  him.  Believing  as  I  do  almost 
iu  the  iufallibility  of  good  government  sooner  than  in  revolution,  I 
respectfully  ask  that  you  will  bo  kind  enough  to  say  whether  there  are 
charges  that  forbid  his  release  or  whetlier  1  shall  again  wait  upon  you 
in  person.  Your  compliance  will  greatly  oblige, 
EespectfuUy, 

THOS.  K.  HAMBLETON. 

I  would  refer  to  lieverdy  Johnson,  Johns  Tlopkins  and  John  Clark  as 
to  who  the  Avriter  is,  as  I  desire  to  do  nothing  wrong  knowingly. 


Baltimore,  December  19,  1861. 
Hon.  TJ.  S.  Attorney-General  Bates. 

Honored  Sir:  I  hope  I  am  [not]  trespassing  iu  asking  a  personal 
kindness.  Some  two  months  ago  at  the  request  of  the  wite  of  Samuel 
Acton  I  waited  upon  Mr.  Seward  to  obtain  his  release.  Mr.  S[ewardJ 
was  kind  enough  to  assure  me  his  case  would  be  inquired  into  at  once. 
Samuel  Acton  I  have  known  as  a  most  excellent  mechanic  for  years. 
During  the  past  spring  he  was  out  of  work  and  as  I  have  been  informed 
was  in  Philadelphia  and  then  iu  Eichmond,  the  latter  place  affording 
him  good  wages.  On  his  way  home  to  see  his  wife  he  was  arrested 
while  crossing  the  Lower  Potomac  with  one  Jones,  and  is  now  in  prison 
in  Washington.  Further  of  Acton  1  know  nothing,  and  as  you  are  the 
only  one  of  the  cabinet  that  I  am  personally  known  to  I  will  take  it  as 
a  personal  kindness  if  you  have  the  leisure  to  say  to  Mr.  Seward  that 
you  have  personal  knowledge  of  the  writer.  Acton's  delicate  wife  and 
little  children  are  appealing  to  me  almost  daily.  If  I  had  knowledge 
of  any  wrong  intent  on  his  part  I  would  be  the  last  man  to  raise  a 
request  in  his  behalf.  I  know  he  could  not  obtain  work  here  after  our 
terrible  19th  of  A^iril.  He  was  poor  and  had  to  do  something,  and 
acting  upon  this  impression  I  have  responded  to  the  solicitude  of  his 
wife  to  ask  his  release  if  no  charges  are  against  him  that  forbid  it, 
Your  compliance  will  greatly  oblige. 
Yours,  truly, 

THOS.  E.  HAMBLBTON. 

[Indoraeniciit.] 

December  2(»,  ISCil. 
The  Attorney- General  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  some  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  writer  of  this  letter  and  believes  him  to  be  a 
reliable  and  well-ineaning  gentleman.    He  invites  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  this  letter. 

ItlCH'D  BATES, 
Chief  (Jlerh;  Attorney -Ocneralh  Office. 


House  of  Representatives,  Decsmher  19,  IStil. 
Oolonel  Key. 

Dear  Sir:  I  understand  that  there  are  a  number  of  my  constituents 
now  in  prison  who  were  the  mere  tools  of  some  great  men  who  have 
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been  released  upon  taking  the  oath.  I  therefore  beg  you  to  interest 
yourself  for  them  and  get  them  out — at  least  on  the  same  terms  as  their 
leaders  have  been  released.  I  know  you  agree  with  me  in  this  kind  of 
mercy. 

Yours,  truly, 

GHAS.  B.  OALVEET. 


Mevwrandum. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  20, 1861. 
Brig.  (ien.  Andrew  Porter,  provost-marshal,  in  reply  to  letter  from 
this  Department  dated  December  19,  reports  verbally  that  Thomas  A. 
Jones,  George  Dent,  sr.,  and  George  Dent,  jr.,  B.  J.  Gross,  liudolph 
Watkins,  George  S.  Watkins,  the  prisoners  mentioned  in  a  note  from 
Mr.  Grain  which  was  submitted  to  him,  ought  not  to  be  discharged. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  20, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost- Mar hImI,  Washington. 

General:  You  will  please  transfer*  *  *  *  George  S.  Wat- 
kins, Thomas  A.  Jones,  Rudolph  Watkins,  Samuel  G.  Acton,  George 
Dent,  sr.,  George  Dent,  jr.,  and  George  F.  Harbin  to  Fort  Lafayette, 
New  York  Harbor. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Old  Gapitol  Prison, 
Washington  City,  D.  €.,  December  22,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  my  case  again.  I  have 
been  confined  in  i>rison  three  months  without  knowing  what  the  (sharges 
against  me  are.  I  have  a  family  of  sisters  depending  upon  my  labor 
for  a  support,  and  as  I  have  never  violated  any  law  that  I  am  aware  of 
in  any  manner  whatever  I  do  think  it  very  hard  that  I  am  kept  iu 
prison  when  I  have  always  been  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
I  am  ready  to  prove  my  innocence  if  you  will  grant  me  a  trial,  or  even 
an  interview  with  you  or  General  Porter.  I  reside  in  this  (iity  and 
have  never  visited  or  corresponded  with  any  one  in  the  States  iu  rebel- 
lion against  the  Government.  I  have  never  aided  the  enemies  of  the 
Government  in  any  way  whatever.  I  have  been  pursuing  my  business 
in  this  city  for  six  years  and  the  records  will  show  that  I  have  been  a 
law-abiding  citizen.  All  of  this  I  can  x)rove  if  1  am  allowed  a  trial.  My 
friends  will  call  on  you  in  a  day  or  two  I  hope  and  give  you  sufficient 
evidence  of  my  innocence.  I  hope  my  petition  may  meet  your  early 
consideration  and  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  return  to  my  home  to 
comfort  my  family. 
Yours, 

GEO.  F.  HAEBIN. 


'  No  record  of  tbo  transfer  can  be  found. 
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Washington  City,  D.  C,  December  30,  1861. 
Hou.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Siu :  I  was  nrrested  on  the  23cl  day  of  September  and  liave  been  con- 
fined in  i)rison  since  my  arrest  without  knowing  wliat  the  charges 
against  me  are.  1  was  informed  at  General  Porter's  oifice  at  the  time 
of  my  arrest  tliat  I  was  charged  with  treason,  bnt  no  act  was  specified. 
If  I  had  been  informed  of  any  charges  of  having  committed  any  act  of 
hostility  against  the  Government  I  could  have  given  you  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  my  innocence  long  before  this  time;  but  as  it  is  I  am  entirely 
ignorant  of  what  I  am  charged  with.  I  have  never  corresponded  with 
any  one  in  tlie  States  in  rebellion.  I  have  never  aided  the  enemies  of 
the  Government  in  any  manner  whatever  that  I  am  aware  of.  I  have 
never  been  in  any  of  the  States  in  rebellion  nor  ever  did  I  intend  to  go. 
1  have  been  pursuing  my  business  in  this  city  for  the  last  six  years, 
and  my  numerous  friends  are  ready  to  give  you  ample  assurances  of  my 
integrity.  1  am  ready  and  willing  to  take  tlie  oath  of  allegiance.  This 
I  have  been  willing  to  do  at  any  time.  I  have  a  large  family  of  sisters 
wlio  are  without  protection  or  support  during  my  absence.  I  trust,  sir, 
tliat  this  my  appeal  may  meet  your  favorable  consideration.  All  I  ask 
is  a  trial,  for  1  feel  sure  that  I  can  satisfy  you  of  my  innocence. 
Tours,  resiiectfully, 

GEO.  F.  HAKBIN. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  2, 1SC2. 
lirig.  Gen.  jVndrbw  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General:  I  inclose  herewith  a  letter*  from  Thomas  E.  Plambleton, 
of  Baltimore,  asking  the  release  of  Samuel  Acton,  a  prisoner  now  in 
your  custody.  I  will  thank  you  to  examine  the  case  and  return  the 
inclosed  with  your  reiwrt  thereon  to  this  Department. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  9, 18(12. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

Sir:  LetGeorgeDent,sr.,George  Dent,  jr.,  Thomas  a.  Jones,  Eudolph 
Watkins,  George  S.  Watkins  and  George  F.  Harbin,  jmsoners  confined 
in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison,  be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  stipulating  that  they  will  neither 
leave  the  State  of  Maryland  nor  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrec- 
tion against  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  during  the  present  hostilities  without  permission  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  also  that  they  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the 
United  States  during  the  present  insurrection.! 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

*  See  Hambleton  to  Seward,  December  19,  p.  872. 

t  General  McClellan's  indorsement  on  tliis  order  will  be  found  ou  p.  858,  in  the  State 
Department's  meuioranda  relating  to  these  arrests. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  11,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost- Marshal,  Washington. 

General:  I  inclose  herewith  a  letter*  from  George  F.  Harbin,  a 
prisoner  confined  at  the  prison  in  this  city.    Will  you  please  examine 
the  case  and  return  to  tliis  Department  with  your  report  this  inclosure. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAllD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal, 

Washington,  January  11, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  order  from 
you  directing  therelease  of  George  Dent,  sr.,  George  Dent,  jr.,  Thomas 
A.  Jones,  Eudolph  Wa.tkins,  George  S.  Watkins  and  George  F.  Har- 
bin, prisoners  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol.  I  would  respectfully  repre- 
sent that  the  above-named  prisoners  are  of  the  most  dangerous  charac- 
ter and  have  been  actively  engaged  in  furnishing  information  to  the 
rebels  and  in  transporting  men  to  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of  joining 
the  rebel  army,  as  also  in  the  nightly  transportation  of  contraband 
goods  to  the  enemy;  that  the  prisoners  Dent  and  Jones  were  duly 
accredited  agents  of  the  rebel  government  for  the  purposes  above  set 
forth,  and  in  the  house  of  Dent  was  found  a  copy  of  the  signals  arranged 
for  signaling  between  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  shores  as  appointed 
by  the  officer  commanding  the  rebel  forces  at  that  time  at  Mathias 
Point;  that  the  two  Watkinses  were  unceasing  in  their  endeavors  to 
acquire  information  of  the  numbers,  arms,  positions,  &c.,  of  our  army 
in  Virginia  and  forwarding  the  same  to  Dent  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
rebels.  They  (the  Watkinses)  were  also  engaged  in  sending  forward  to 
Dent  contraband  goods  and  persons  for  transportation  to  Virginia. 

Knowing  the  extremely  dangerous  character  of  these  men  and  the 
probability  tliat  untruthful  representations  connected  with  these  cases 
had  been  made  to  you  I  submitted  the  subject  of  their  release  to  Major- 
Geueral  McClellan,  who  directs  that  it  is  a  military  necessity  that 
these  persons  shonld  be  held  in  custody,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  here- 
with inclose  to  you  the  order  for  the  release  of  the  within-named  par- 
ties with  the  indorsement  thereon  t  of  Major-General  McClellan  for 
such  further  action  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  thereon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  POETEE, 
Brigadier- General  and  Provost-Marshal, 


Hdqrs.  City  Guard,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  13,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

Dear  Sir:  In  the  case  of  Samuel  G.  Acton,  a  prisoner  confined  in 
the  Old  Capitol  Building,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows :  On 
the  4th  of  October  last  (as  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  on  the  26th 
of  that  month  in  connection  with  other  matters)  Thomas  A.  Jones,  of 
Pope's  Creek,  and  one  S.  G.  Acton  having  been  arrested  by  a  detach- 

*  Omitted  here.    See  Harbin  to  So-vrard,  December  22  and  December  30  1861. 
t  See  p.  858  for  McClellan's  indorsement.  ' 
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moDt  of  'he  Sickles  Brigade  and  brought  into  camp  were  brought  here 
on  telegraphic  dispatch  from  Col.  E.  B.  Marcy  and  confined  in  the 
Thirteenth  Street  Prison.  Acton  stated  to  me  in  prison  that  he  was 
direct  from  Eichmond  and  was  going  to  Anne  Arundel  County  to  see 
his  family.  When  arrested  he  was  found  hid  in  the  bushes  with  Jones. 
One  of  my  operatives  who  was  in  Eichmond,  Va.,  about  the  1st  of 
October  informed  me  that  during  a  conversation  he  had  with  the  Hon. 
J.  P.  Benjamin,  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  the  latter  remarked  to  him 
that  he  had  heard  that  a  man  by  the  name  of  Acton  had  been  arrested 
by  the  Federal  troops  in  Maryland.  He  said  that  one  Acton  had  been 
charged  with  important  business  at  the  North  for  the  Confederate 
States  and  wished  my  operative  (who  had  gained  the  confidence  of  the 
powers  at  Eichmond)  to  inquire  into  the  matter  when  he  came  North 
and  let  him  know  about  it  when  he  returned  to  Eichmond. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Thomas  A.  Jones,  the  man  that  Acton 
was  found  concealed  with,  had  long  been  actively  engaged  with  the 
notorious  George  Dent  in  forwarding  men  and  contraband  goods  and 
correspondence  from  Maryland  into  Virginia  in  co-operation  with  James 
and  Benjamin  E.  Grymes  on  the  Virginia  side.  Dent  at  least  being  an 
authorized  agent  of  the  rebel  army.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  Acton 
at  the  time  of  his  arrest  was  a  spy  of  the  most  dangerous  kind  and 
ought  to  be  kept  in  secure  confinement  until  the  war  is  over.  His 
intimate  association  with  Jones,  the  associate  in  active  treason  of 
George  Dent,  shows  that  he  belonged  to  that  dangerous  nest  of  traitors, 
and  that  like  them  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  go  at  large  while  there 
is  any  opportunity  for  him  to  operate  against  the  Federal  cause.  I 
know  of  no  mitigating  circumstances  in  his  case.  I  inclose  lierewith 
the  letter  of  Thomas  E.  Hambleton  to  the  Attorney-General,  required 
to  be  returned  to  the  State  Department. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  15, 1862. 
Thomas  E.  Hambleton,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo  to  the  Attorney- General  has  been 
received.  In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  it  is  deemed  inexpedient  at  the 
present  time  to  direct  the  release  of  Samuel  G.  Acton, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Office  of  the  Maryland  Fire  Insurance  Company, 

Baltimore,  January  16, 1862. 

F.  W.  Seward,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Your  kind  note  of  yesterday  was  duly  received.  The  inclosed 
letter  of  General  Dix  1  was  about  to  present  in  person  to  your  dis- 
tinguished father,  but  I  now  inclose  it  merely  to  acquaint  your  father 
and  yourself  of  the  writer,  with  the  request  that  you  will  please  return  it 
to  me.  Sufler  me  to  say  in  reference  to  Samuel  G.  Acton  that  1  have  only 
acted  in  the  spirit  of  humanity  in  asking  either  his  trial  or  release.  I 
know  nothing  of  his  offense.  His  wife  comes  to  me  in  tears;  her  chil 
dren  are  suffering  and  if  he  were  out  upon  my  recommendation  I  would 
require  him  to  report  to  me  once  a  week  or  report  him  to  the  Depart- 
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ment.  I  make  this  proposition,  my  dear  sir,  in  that  spirit  which  I 
believe  would  make  more  friends  for  our  blessed  Union  than  to  keep 
individuals  confined  without  an  open  charge  or  giving  them  a  trial. 
Let  all  traitors  be  dealt  with  summarily. 

Hoping  the  Government  is  strong  enougli  to  deal  generously  with 
humble  individuals  unless  they  stand  charged  openly  with  treason  I 
submit  this  suggestion  as  helping  to  inspire  that  high  prestige  with  our 
people  which  I  so  much  desire  to  see  in  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

THOS.  B.  HAMBLETON. 

[Inclosure.] 

Baltimore,  January  13, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  to  you  Thomas  E. 
Hambleton,  esq.,  president  of  the  Maryland  Fire  Insurance  Company 
and  one  of  the  water  commissioners  of  this  city.  He  wishes  to  see  you, 
as  he  informs  me,  on  business.  I  have  known  Mr.  Hambleton  from  an 
early  period  after  I  took  command  of  this  military  department  and 
have  never  had  any  cause  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  his  loyalty  to  the 
Union  and  the  Government  of  his  country. 
I  am,  very  respectfiiUy, 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 

Old  Capitol  Prison, 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  ,28, 1802. 
General  Porter  or  Maj.  E.  J.  Allen. 

Dear  Sir:  Having  been  a  prisoner  over  four  months  I  take  the 
privilege  of  writing  a  few  lines  to  you  to  solicit  your  sympathy,  if  not 
for  myself  for  the  sake  of  a  distressed  wife  and  nine  children,  one  of 
which  is  a  stranger  to  me  it  having  been  born  since  my  imprisonment. 
If  you  are  a  father  or  husband  and  could  see  things  in  their  true  light 
I  am  sure  you  would  give  my  case  an  impartial  consideration  and  grant 
me  a  speedy  release. 

Located  as  my  place  was  there  are  not  twenty  men  in  my  county  or 
the  adjoining  counties  that  would  not  have  done  the  same  as  myself. 
Apart  from  that  there  are  always  some  prejudiced  persons  ready  to 
magnify  things  and  make  them  as  bad  as  possible  which  I  have  no 
doubt  has  been  the  case  with  me.  I  do  not  know  who  my  accusers  are 
nor  do  I  know  what  the  charges  are,  having  never  seen  a  list  of  the 
same.  I  have  heard  there  were  several.  Some  or  the  most  of  them  are 
utterly  false  and  I  defy  them  to  be  proven.  If  I  could  have  had  a  trial 
I  could  h  ave  satisfied  you  of  the  same.  There  are  portions  of  the  char  ges 
I  have  denied. 

There  are  many  i)rominent  State  Eights  men  of  my  county  and  the 
adjoining  counties  who  furnished  men  and  means  for  the  Southern  cause, 
went  to  Virginia  themselves,  remained  some  time,  came  back,  were 
arrested,  sent  to  Fort  Warren  and  other  i^risons;  have  since  been 
released  and  are  now  at  home.  Others  perhaps  of  more  prominence 
came  home,  took  the  oath  and  are  now  at  liberty.  I  cannot  see  that 
my  case  possibly  could  be  worse  than  those  referred  to.  One  of  them 
I  understood  kept  a  regular  ferry  and  wagon  for  that  purpose.  He 
left  the  State;  took  with  him  some  of  his  negroes;  left  them  South. 
He  came  home,  was  arrested,  sent  to  Fort  Warren,  was  released,  and 
is  now  at  home.  All  that  I  ask  is  that  the  same  amnesty  be  granted 
me  that  has  been  granted  others. 
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I  understood  that  I  was  to  be  arrested.  I  went  to  Virginia  to  pre- 
vent arrest.  Was  in  Virginia  about  one  week.  Was  never  in  the  Con- 
federate camps  or  fortifications  of  any  kind.  Never  gave  them  infor- 
mation of  any  kind.  Came  home  to  see  my  family.  Intended  to  have 
returned  in  a  short  time  only  to  i^revent  an  arrest.  I  live  in  Maryland, 
own  property  iu  Maryland  and  expect  to  abide  the  laws  of  the  same. 
Was  arrested  24th  day  of  September,  1S61.  Sufl'ered  many  privations 
since,  especially  the  eleven  days  I  was  in  camp.  Suffered  much  on 
account  of  the  distressed  condition  of  my  family,  knowing  they  were 
entirely  dependent  upon  me.  I  have  not  heard  of  nor  do  I  know  of 
any  family  in  Maryland  whose  situation  has  not  been  more  comfortable 
than  that  of  mine  under  the  same  circumstances.  I  beg  of  you  in  the 
name  of  humanity  to  give  my  case  your  earliest  attention  and  grant 
me  a  speedy  release. 

You  will  find  attached  a  letter*  written  by  my  sister  which  I  wish 
you  to  read  and  consider  the  same.     I  expect  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  expect  to  observe  the  same  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  Law. 
which  is  all  the  best  Union  man  of  the  State  can  do. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

THOS.  A.  JONES. 

Apart  from  what  I  have  suffered  mentally  I  have  suffered  pecuniarily 
to  a  great  extent.  Say  nothing  about  what  I  have  lost  by  being  from 
home,  I  have  lost  the  following,  which  the  Government  has  the  use  of: 
Two  fine  boats,  one  valuable  horse,  all  of  my  oats,  gun,  revolver  and 
other  things  I  do  not  now  remember,  but  I  am  in  hopes  Uncle  Sam  will 
not  let  me  lose  them.  What  little  property  I  have  I  have  worked  for, 
every  cent  of.  It  would  seem  hard  to  lose  it,  besides  I  owe  a  great  deal 
of  money,  and  it  requires  all  of  my  means  and  power  to  support  my  large 
family  at  the  best  of  times. 

T.  A.  J. 


Old  Capitol  Prison, 
Washington,  D.  ().,  February  20,  1802. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  am  induced  by  the  urgent  necessity  of  attention  to  my  fam- 
ily's interests  to  request  if  admissible  a  release  on  parole  for  a  week  or 
ten  days,  for  the  faithful  observance  of  which  I  am  willing  to  give  any 
pledge  required.  I  have  been  a  prisoner  for  the  last  five  months  with- 
out any  knowledge  whatever  of  the  charges  the  Government  may  have 
against  me,  and  every  eftbrt  that  I  have  made  to  obtain  a  hearing  has 
been  unsuccessfal.  I  have  a  wife  and  three  children  residing  in  Balti- 
more entirely  dependent  on  my  exertions  for  their  support,  and  the 
anxious  desire  to  make  some  provisions  for  their  maintenance  is  my 
only  reason  for  asking  the  above-named  indulgence.  During  the  whole 
of  last  winter  I  resided  in  Philadelphia  and  until  May,  when  business 
purely  of  a  private  character  took  me  to  Eichmond. 

I  returned  in  September  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  my  family  and  on 
my  way  from  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  I  by  mere  chance  stopped  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  in  Charles  County,  for  whose  arrest  a  war- 
rant had  been  issued,  that  fact  being  unknown  to  me.  The  troops  came 
while  I  was  there  and  took  me  prisoner  also  though  I  solemnly  protest 
that  I  was  in  no  manner  implicated  in  Mr.  Jones'  affairs,  and  from  first 
to  last  have  had  no  participation  whatever  in  the  political  troubles 
agitating  the  country. 

"  (Jmitted. 
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Under  these  ciroBmstances  and  in  view  of  the  almost  destitute  con- 
dition of  my  family  may  I  appeal  to  you,  sir,  to  grant  me  the  indulgence 
requested  above,  which  believe  me  no  one  could  appreciate  more  grate- 
fully than  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  ACTON. 

Old  Capitol  Prison,  Washington,  February  28, 1862. 
Hon.  P.W.  Ceain. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  The  Star  of  yesterday  I  find  an  order  issued  by  order 
of  the  President  appointing  two  commissioners  to  examine  our  cases. 
One  of  the  commissioners  I  find  to  be  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  I)ix  who  I 
understand  is  a  gentleman  of  liberal  feelings.  You  will  please  see  him 
and  try  and  make  a  favorable  impression  in  my  behalf.  I  received  a 
letter  from  home  dated  13th  instant  informing  me  of  tlie  illness  of  my 
wife.  I  received  a  private  message  yesterday  that  she  was  still  ill. 
There  are  several  reasons  why  my  case  should  be  acted  on  favorably. 
First,  the  condition  of  my  family;  second,  my  services  are  wanted 
on  the  farm  as  it  is  now  working  time;  third,  that  the  Government  has 
between  $400  and  $500  worth  of  my  property;  fourth,  I  have  been  a 
prisoner  for  ujjward  of  five  months  and  the  most  of  the  time  1  liave 
been  confined  in  a  room  where  there  has  been  some  one  sick  all  the 
time,  and  some  of  the  cases  have  been  of  a  malignant  form.  The 
last  statement  can  be  proven  by  the  medical  attendant  and  supervisor 
of  the  prison  which  I  have  been  confined  in. 

Please  give  the  above  your  especial  attention  as  it  may  be  the  last 
chance  for  some  time.    I  am  in  hopes  to  be  able  to  give  you  satisfaction 
for  all  the  trouble  you  have  taken  for  me. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

THOS.  A.  JONES. 

Headquarters  Provost-Marshal-Geneeal, 

Washington,  March  15,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  Thomas  A.  Jones  is  the  officially  accredited  agent  of  the  rebel 
Government  for  conveying  information  and  material  thereto.  In  his 
house  and  that  of  his  confederate,  George  Dent,  sr.,  at  Allen's  Fresh, 
Md.,  were  found  the  signal  regulations  tlien  in  use  between  them  and 
the  rebels.  Jones  is  a  most  dangerous  man  to  be  at  large  even  for  the 
shortest  length  of  time. 
Respectfully, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 

Commission  Relating  to  State  Prisoners, 

Washington,  March  21, 1862. 
W.  P.  Wood,  Esq.,  ' 

Supt.  of  the  Old  Capitol  Military  Prison,  Washington,  1).  G. 
Sir:  You  will  please  discharge    *    *    «    George  Dent,  sr.,  George 
Dent,  jr.,  Thomas  A.  Jones  and  George  S.  Watkins,  prisoners  confined 
in  the  Old  Ca.pitol  Military  Prison,  on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWARDS  PIERREPONT, 

Commissioners, 
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I,  Tbomas  A.  Joues,  of  Charles  County,  Md.,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I 
will  support,  protect  and  defend  the  Union  and  Constitution  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  as  established  by  that  Constitution 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same  any  ordinance,  resolution 
or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  further  that  1  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge 
and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever ;  and 
further  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which  may 
be  required  of  me  by  law.    So  help  me  God. 

THOS.  A.  JONES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2l8t  day  of  March,  1862. 

JOHN   A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

Note. — George  Dent,  sr.,  George  Dent,  jr.,  and  George  S.  Watkins 
also  subscribed  to  the  same  oath  on  the  same  day. 


Commission  Relating  to  State  Prisoners, 

Washington,  April  1, 1863. 

W.  P.  Wood,  Esq.,  Superintendent,  &c.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Siu:  You  may  release  Mr.  Rudolph  Watkins  upon  his  taking  the 
oatli  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  yoiirs, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWARDS   PIERRBPONT, 

Commissioners. 


Case  of  Henry  E.  Johnston. 

Henry  E.  Johnston  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
September  24,  1861,  at  Baltimore,  and  committed  to  Fort  McHenry. 
He  was  charged  with  being  disloyal  and  with  conveying  contraband 
letters  and  information  to  and  from  the  insurrectionary  States  contrary 
to  the  President's  proclamation.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  dated  October  8, 1861,  directing  General  John  A.  Dix  to 
release  Johnston  on  his  engagement  upon  honor  to  return  into  the  cus- 
.tody  of  General  Dix  at  Fort  McHenry  if  required  and  when  notified 
by  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  said  Henry  E.  Johnston  remained 
upon  his  parole  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order 
of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department.— JVowi  iiecord  BooTc,  State  Department, 
•^Arrests  for  Disloyalty.''^ 

Gases  of  Messrs.  Clay,  Kearny,  Grubbs  and  others. 

This  person  [William  Grubbs]  was  arrested  in  Kentucky  with  some 
fifteen  others  on  the  24th  of  September,  1861,  by  order  of  General 
Anderson,  who  represented  him  as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
company  who  were  accused  of  scouring  the  country  to  persecute  Union 
men  and  to  enforce  enlistments  of  men  in  the  rebel  cause.    After  his 
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arrest  he  was  sent  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Fort  Lafayette 
iiiid  subsequently  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  On  the  28th  day  of 
November,  1801,  Grubbs  was  discharged  from  conlinement  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  binding  himself  to  neither  enter  any  of  the 
States  in  insurrection  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  per- 
sons residing  in  those  States  nor  transmit  any  correspondence  between 
any  disloyal  persons  nor  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during 
the  present  insurrection. 

Henry  G.  Thurber,  of  Oldham  County,  Ky.,  was  arrested  on  or  about 
the  24th  of  Se])tember,  1861,  by  the  Home  Guard  of  Kentucky,  under 
orders  of  General  Anderson,  charged  with  disloyal  and  seditious  con- 
duct and  particularly  with  conspiring  to  levy  war  against  the  United 
States.  Aft«r  his  arrest  he  was  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  was  afterward  transferred  to  Fort  Warren. 
On  the  28th  of  November,  1861 ,  Thurber  was  released  from  confinement 
on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  with  stipulations  against  future 
misconduct. 

Frank  M.  Crow,  of  Oldham  or  Nelson  County,  Ky.,  was  arrested  by 
the  Home  Guard  of  Kentucky,  under  order  of  General  Anderson,  on 
or  about  the  24th  of  September,  1861,  while  on  his  way,  as  charged,  to 
join  the  rebel  army,  accused  of  disloyal  and  seditious  conduct  and 
especially  of  conspiring  to  levy  war  against  the  United  States.  After 
his  arrest  he  was  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  sent  to  Fort 
Lafayette  and  subsequently  to  Fort  Warren.  Crow  was  released  from 
confinement  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  with  stipulations  against 
future  misconduct,  November  28,  1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

J.  W.  Griffith  was  arrested  in  Nelson  County,  Ky.,  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Anderson  about  the  Istof  October,  1861,  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
Afterward  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  Griffith  with  three  others 
was  on  his  way  from  Floydsburg,  a  community  of  disloyal  citizens,  to 
join  the  rebel  army.  He  was  released  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  November  28,  1861. 

Anderson  McDowell,  of  Oldham  CouTity,  Ky.,  was  arrested  by  order 
of  (reneral  Anderson  on  or  about  the  24th  of  September,  1861,  charged 
with  disloyal  and  seditious  conduct  and  with  scouring  the  State  to  per- 
secute Union  men  and  enforce  the  enlistment  of  men  in  the  rebel 
army.  After  his  arrest  he  was  sent  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  Fort  Lafayette  and  subsequently  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  On  ' 
the  28th  of  November,  1861,  McDowell  was  released  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  with  provision  against  going  to,  corresponding  or  aiding 
others  to  correspond  with  the  insurrectionary  States  or  doing  anything 
hostile  to  the  United  States. 

John  W.  Robards,  of  Harrodsburg,  Ky.,  was  arrested  by  order  of 
General  Anderson  on  or  about  the  18th  day  of  September,  1861,  charged 
with  disloyal  and  seditious  conduct,  and  particularly  with  scouring  the 
country  to  persecute  Union  men  and  to  enforce  the  enlistment  of  men 
in  the  rebel  service  cause.  After  his  arrest  he  was  by  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  afterward  transferred  to 
Fort  Warren.  Ou  the  28th  of  November,  1861,  Eobards  was  released 
from  confinement  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  with  stipulations 
against  future  misconduct. 
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StepLen  H.  Wooldridge,  of  Harrodsburg,  Ky.,  was  arrested  by  order 
of  General  Andersou  ou  or  about  the  24tli  day  of  September,  1861, 
charged  with  disloyal  and  seditious  conduct,  and  particularly  with 
scouring  the  country  to  persecute  Uniou  men  and  to  force  others  to 
enlist  in  the  service  of  the  rebel  cause.  After  his  arrest  he  was  sent  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  afterward 
transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  On  the  28th  day  of  November,  18G1,  Wool- 
dridge was  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  with  stipulations 
against  future  misconduct, 

Joseph  T.  McFeal  is  one  of  a  band  of  fifteen  or  twenty  arrested  in 
Kentucky  on  or  about  the  24th  of  September,  18(51,  by  order  of  General 
Anderson,  charged  with  disloyal  and  seditious  conduct,  and  especially 
with  scouring  the  country  to  persecute  Union  men  and  to  enforce  the 
enlistment  of  men  in  the  ranks  of  the  rebel  forces.  After  his  arrest  he 
was  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  and 
subsequently  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  On  the  28th  of  November, 
1861,  McFeal  was  discharged  from  custody  on  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, binding  himself  thereby  neither  to  enter  any  of  the  rebel  States 
nor  correspond  with  persons  therein  nor  transmit  any  corresi)ondence 
between  any  disloyal  persons  nor  do  anything  hostile  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

Joseph  Back,  of  Marion  County,  Ky.,  was  arrested  by  the  Home 
Guard  by  order  of  General  Anderson  on  or  about  the  24th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  accused  of  disloyal  and  seditious  conduct,  and  especially  of 
scouring  the  country  to  persecute  Union  men  and  acting  in  aid  of 
persons  recruiting  for  the  rebel  forces.  After  his  arrest  he  was  sent  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  afterward  trans- 
ferred to  Fort  Warren.  On  the  28th  day  of  November,  1861,  the  said 
Back  was  released  from  confinement  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  United  States  with  stipulations  against  future  misconduct. 

William  E.  Kearny  or  Carney  was  arrested  in  Kentucky  by  order 
of  General  Anderson  on  the  24th  of  September,  1861,  on  the  charge  of 
treasonable  and  seditious  conduct,  and  was  by  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  afterward  transferred  to  Fort 
Warren.  Among  the  offenses  imputed  to  the  set  of  men  with  whom 
Kearny  was  taken  was  scouring  the  country  to  persecute  Union  men 
and  to  enforce  the  enlistment  of  men  in  the  rebel  cause.  General 
Anderson  represented  this  man  as  one  of  the  leaders.  On  the  26th  of 
November,  1861,  he  was  ordered  to  be  released  from  confinement  on 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  binding  himself  not  to  enter  any 
insurrectionary  State  nor  correspond  with  any  person  therein  nor  do 
any  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  United  States,  and  also  that  he  had 
not  paid  or  given  and  would  not  pay  or  give  anything  to  any  person  for 
aid  in  obtaining  his  release. 

Lewis  S.  Holsclaw,  of  Kentucky,  near  Louisville,  was  arrested  on  or 
about  the  24th  of  September,  1861,  by  the  Kentucky  Home  Guard 
under  orders  of  General  Anderson  while  he  was  on  his  way  toward 
Tennessee  with  the  alleged  intent  to  join  the  rebel  army.  He  was 
(;harged  with  disloyal  and  seditious  conduct  and  particularly  with  con- 
spiring to  levy  war  against  the  United  States.  After  his  arrest  he  was 
sent  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  subse- 
quently to  Fort  Warren.    Ou  the  28th  day  of  November,  1861,  Holsclaw 
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was  released  from  confinement  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  with 
stipulations  against  future  misconduct. — From  Record  Book,  State 
Department,  '^Arrests  for  Disloyalty J^ 


Big  Hill,  Madison  County,  Kt.,  September  25, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  H,  Thomas,  Commanding  Gamp  Dick  Robinson. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  fourteen  prisoners  whom  I  caused  to  be  arrested 
yesterday  morning.  They  were  making  their  way  to  Zollicoffer's  bri- 
gade. The  most  of  them  are  from  Clark  County,  the  remainder  from 
this.  They  all  acknowledge  this  to  have  been  their  place  of  destina- 
tion with  one  exception,  who  is  Col.  William  Harris,  of  this  county. 
The  colonel  is  ranked  among  the  traitors  of  this  county,  but  whether  it 
was  his  intention  to  join  the  Southern  army  or  not  is  more  than  I  can 
tell.  You  can  hear  his  story  and  do  what  you  think  best  with  him.  I 
send  all  the  arms,  accouterments  and  ammunition  belonging  to  the 
prisoners,  to  wit :  Six  pistols,  two  bowie-knives  and  four  guns.  I  wish 
you  to  retain  their  arms  until  I  come  down,  which  will  be  by  to-morrow 
morning,  i.  e.,  if  I  get  on  with  the  organizing  of  the  Home  Guards  pretty 
fast,  which  I  think  I  will  do.  Madison  County  is  all  in  a  blaze  and 
the  Home  Guards  are  turning  out  very  well. 

Just  now  the  boys  brought  in  James  B.  Clay,  a  man  by  name  of 
Tipton,  also  William  Grubbs.    I  got  from  Clay  two  pistols  and  a  shot- 
gun.   I  send  the  whole  with  the  guard.    Lieutenant  Bollen  will  hand 
you  this  and  all  the  prisoners  with  their  arms  and  ammunition. 
In  haste,  yours,  &c., 

W.  A.  COFFEY, 
Major,  Colonel  Wolford's  First  Kentucky  Volunteers, 


Headquarters, 
Gamp  Dick  Robinson,  Garrard  County,  Ky.,  September  25,  1861. 
Capt.  O.  D.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  department 
commander  that  a  party  of  Home  Guards  have  by  my  direction  on  the 
road  between  Eichmond  and  London,  Ky.,  captured  (night  before  last) 
Mr.  J.  B.  Clay  and  fourteen  others  of  more  or  less  consequence  (with 
abundant  proof  on  their  persons)  on  their  way  to  join  the  enemy.  I 
will  send  them  to  Louisville  as  soon  as  they  are  examined  by  the  dis- 
trict marshal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Camp  Anderson,  Ky,,  September  25, 1861. 
A.  H.  Sneed,  U.  S,  Marshal,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  send  to  you  Lewis  Holsclaw  who  was  arrested  for  bear- 
ing arms  agamst  the  United  States.  As  evidence  against  him  I  send 
his  gun,  cartridge-box,  bayonet  scabbard,  &c.    He  says  these  things 
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were  left  with  him  by  a  friend  who  left  him,  and  while  thus  alone  he 
was  arrested.  The  truth  is  this  fellow  belongs  to  the  so-called  Southern 
Confederacy  and  should  be  severely  dealt  with. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

It.  W.  JOHNSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  8.  Army. 


Camp  Anderson,  Ky.,  September  36, 1801. 
Henr^   Dent,  Esq. : 

I  send  herewith  four  men — (1)  .Joseph  W.  Griffith,  dressed  in  uniform 
and  says  he  belongs  to  Captain  Griffith's  Ward  Lancers,  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Jack  Allen;  (2)  Frank  M.  Crow,  uniform  cap  and 
belongs  to  same;  (3)  Henry  G.  Thurber,  belongs  to  same  company;  (4) 
Anderson  McDowell,  says  he  belongs  to  the  Ward  Lancers,  that  he 
uniformed  himself  and  drilled  on  horseback. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  about  these  men  at  all.  McDowell  says  all 
four  belonged  to  the  same  company  though  I  believe  he  was  misled  and 
is  now  very  penitent.  If  he  were  released  he  might  reform,  but  I  am 
unwilling  to  do  so  but  leave  the  case  for  the  action  of  the  law.  Griffith 
is  a  thorough  secessionist  and  deserves  in  my  opinion  tlie  full  extent  of 
the  law. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

K.  W.  JOHNSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  September  28, 1861. 
The  President  of  the  United  States: 

A  writ  of  liabeas  corpus  returnable  on  Monday  has  been  issued  by 
Judge  Catron  in  the  case  of  James  B.  Clay  who  was  arrested  with  four- 
teen others  and  sent  here  by  General  G.  H.  Thomas.  1  shall  not  resist 
it  thinking  that  this  course  and  his  being  placed  under  heavy  bail  for 
conspiracy  if  not  for  treason  will  produce  a  good  effect. 

ROBT.  ANDERSON. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  28,  1861. 
General  Robert  Anderson,  Louisville,  Ky.  : 

Your  message  received.    Consult  James  Guthrie  immediately  and 
unless  he  advises  to  the  contrary,  or  in  his  absence  James  Speed,  dis- 
regard the  liabeas  corpus  and  send  the  prisoners  under  guard  to-night 
to  Indiana  and  forward  them  direct  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
Bv  direction  of  the  President: 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Louisville,  September  29,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  n.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State: 

The  course  pursued  was  taken  after  advising  with  Mr.  Guthrie  and 
Judge  Catron.  Mr.  Speed  says  he  agrees  in  that  oi)iniou.  I  retain 
all  the  prisoners  because  I  am  informed  that  the  evidence  of  some  of 
them  is  essential  in  establishing  the  fact  of  the  guilt  of  J.  B.  C|lay]. 

R.  ANDERSON. 
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Louisville,  Ky.,  October  J,  1861. 
The  President: 

Wlitit  shall   I  do  witli   the  Clay  party  prisoners?     Major  Coffey 
recommends  the  discharge  of  four.    *     *    * 

K.  ANDERSON. 


Washington,  October  l,  jsni. 
Lieut.  Col.  jVIartin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette: 
Jieceive  prisoners  from  Brigadier-General  Anderson,  of  Kentucky. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Secretary  of  State. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  October  1,  1861. 
Commanding  Officer, 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  papers  in  the  cases  of 
*  *  *  Lewis  Holsclaw,  Griffith,  Crow,  Thurber,  McDowell,  Joseph 
Back,  Kot>ards,  Wooldridge  and  McFeal  arrested  under  circumstances 
showing  that  they  were  on  their  way  to  join  the  rebel  army.  Together 
with  the  men  above  named  I  also  send  Carney  [Kearny]  and  Grubbs, 
prisoners  arrested  by  order  of  General  Thomas,  taken  with  arms  in 
their  hands.  Witnesses  were  sent  on  with  these  men,  but  the  ring- 
leader, James  B.  Clay,  Laving  been  released  on  giving  bail  no  investi- 
gation was  made  by  the  court  in  these  cases.  General  Thomas  will  be 
instructed  to  send  on  an  abstract  of  the  testimony  in  these  cases  with 
a  list  of  the  witnesses. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ANDERSON, 
Brigadier- Genera],  IT.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Headquarters,  Louisville,  Ky.,  October  2, 1861. 
Secretary  William  H.  Seward,  State  Department: 

Telegram*  too  late.  Kearny  and  Grubbs,  the  leading  men,  are  on 
their  way  North.  Acting  under  the  advice  of  all  the  prominent  Union 
men  here  I  discharged  the  others  upon  their  taking  a  very  strong  oath. 
Their  rearrest  (now  impracticable  as  they  have  left  the  city)  would  have 
a  very  injurious  effect.  Many  men  lately  prominent  against  us  are 
being  won  to  our  side  by  the  course  we  have  adopted.  1  shall  send  on 
all  who  iu  my  opinion  would  not  be  faithful  to  their  oaths.  Twelve 
such  are  sent  today  with  Kearny  and  Grubbs. 

ROBT.  ANDERSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  October  3,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  two  letters  in  regard  to  four 
men  of  the  party  sent  off  this  morning.    I  did  not  receive  this  letter 

*  Not  found. 
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uutil  after  the  departure  of  these  men.  I  thiuk  that  a  judicious  use 
of  the  pardoning  power  upon  the  parties  taking  the  oath  will  do  much 
good. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  ANDEKSON, 
Brigadier- General^  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 

[luclosure  No.  1.] 

Louisville,  October  2, 1861. 
General  Anderson. 

Deak  Sie:  Mr.  Verneigerholz  is  a  neighbor  of  mine  who  wishes  to 
make  intiniries  about  some  men,  Messrs.  Griffith,  Crow,  Thurber  and 
McDowell,  who  have  been  arrested.  Mr.  V[erneigerholz]  is  a  loyal  citi- 
zen and  he  thinks  a  good  effect  would  be  produced  in  the  neighborhood 
by  liberating  them  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  believe  myself 
they  would  stay  at  home  and  behave  themselves. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

NOBLE  BUTLEE. 

[lucloBiire  Ko.  2.] 

LoxTisviLLB,  Ky.,  October  3,  1801. 
General  Eobekt  Anderson,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Dear  Sik:  Joseph  Griffith,  F.  M.  Crow,  Henry  Thurber  and  A. 
McDowell  have  been  arrested  in  Nelson  County,  Ky.,  as  I  understand 
making  their  way  to  the  so-called  Confederate  Army.  They  started 
from  Floydsburg,  Oldham  County,  Ky.,  heretofore  a  community  of  dis- 
loyal citizens,  upon  whom  a  release  of  the  prisoners  would  exert  a  good 
effect;  besides  I  am  confident  their  discharge  from  arrest  ujion  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  will  make  them  good  and  loyal  citizens.  Messrs. 
E.  D.  Hobbs,  J.  B.  O'Bannon  and  many  other  loyal  citizens  will  vouch 
for  the  above  statements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  THEODOEE  VEENEIGEEHOLZ. 

1  know  of  no  more  intolerant  (I  mean  intolerance  of  a  healthy  kind) 
Union  man  than  Mr.  Verneigerholz  and  when  he  pleads  for  a  seces- 
sionist there  must  be  valuable  reasons  for  it,  Edward  D.  Hobbs  and 
J.  B.  O'Bannon  have  both  been  urgent  with  me  for  the  conditional 
release  of  the  men  named  above  and  I  cheerfully  and  cordially  join  in 
the  request. 

T.  S.  BELL, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  October  3, 1861. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  I).  C. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  petition  for  the  release  of 
certain  state  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  D.  GEEENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

[Inclubiire.] 

Louisville,  Ky.,  October  2,  1861. 
General  Eobert  Anderson, 

Dear  Sir:  The uudersigned,  loyal  Uuion  men  of  Jefferson  and  Old- 
ham Oouuties  and  of  the  city  of  Louisville,  would  respectfully  petition 
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you  iu  favor  of  the  release  of  the  U.  S.  prisoners  Joseph  GriflQth,  F.  M. 
Grow,  Henry  Thurber  and  A.  McDowell,  citizens  of  our  neighborhood, 
some  of  us  residing  within  a  mile  or  two  of  them.  We  would  state  that 
they  are  all  young  men  who  took  the  step  with  which  they  are  charged 
in  haste,  not  properly  weighing  the  character  of  the  offenses  they  were 
about  committing,  and  from  what  some  of  us  know  of  our  personal 
knowledge  and  others  of  us  irom  what  we  have  heard  from  reliable 
sources  we  believe  they  are  heartily  sorry  for  what  they  have  done  and 
would  willingly  take  the  necessary  oath  and  if  required  give  security 
for  their  loyalty  and  good  behavior,  and  we  believe  the  exercise  of  clem- 
ency toward  these  misguided  young  men  would  do  no  harm  to  the  cause 
of  the  United  States  but  on  the  contrary  would  have  a  good  effect  in 
the  neighborhood  in  which  the  said  prisoners  reside.  We  would  be  very 
far  from  intending  in  this  step  to  do  anything  which  would  seem  unbe- 
coming or  officious  on  our  part,  but  make  this  appeal  believing  that  the 
grant  of  our  petition  would  prove  of  great  service  to  these  misguided 
young  men  and  of  service  to  our  country. 
Very  respectfully, 

EDW.  D.  HOBBS. 

0.  THEODC^RE  VERNEIGEEHOLZ. 

EDWIN  BKYANT. 

[And  fifteen  others.] 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  Yorlc  Harbor,  October  5,  1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington  City,  D.  G. 
Sir:  I  have  received  the  following-named  persons  as  prisoners  from 
Lieutenant  Ely,  from  General  Anderson's  command.  They  are  now 
confined  in  Fort  Lafayette :  W.  E.  Wright,  W.  E.  Kearny,  J.  T.  McFeal, 
J.  W.  Griffith,  Anderson  McDowell,  William  Grubbs,  J.  W.  Eobards, 
F.  M.  Crow,  H.  G.  Thurber,  S.  H.  Wooldridge,  G.  T.  Pressby,  E.  Payne, 
L.  S.  Holsclaw,  Joseph  Back. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Golonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Gommanding. 

Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  October  7, 1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Anst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington. 
Sir  :  Inclosed  you  will  please  find  package  of  papers*  and  bank  notes 
handed  to  nie  by  Lieutenant  Ely,  who  came  in  charge  of  prisoners  sent 
here  by  order  of  General  Robert  Anderson,  commanding  Department  of 
Kentucky.    *    *    * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Golonel,  Gommanding. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  9,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Anderson,  Louisville,  Ky. 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  inclosing  a  petition  for  the 
release  of  the  prisoners  Joseph  Griffith,  F.  M.  Orow,  Henry  Thurber 

*  Not  louud. 
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and  A.  McDowell  has  been  received.    Will  you  have  the  kiudiiess  to 
inform  me  in  whose  oustody  they  are  held? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Fort  Lafayette,  October  13, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sevitard,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  lodged  in  this  fort  and  beg  to  address  you 
in  reference  to  my  release.  I  was  arrested  by  the  Home  Guard  below 
Lebanon,  Ky.,  on  18th  of  September;  was  conveyed  to  Louisville. 
There  I  employed  a  counsel  and  my  trial  was  appointed  for  2d  of  Octo- 
ber. Early  in  the  morning  of  that  day  before  day  I  was  removed  to 
Indiana  and  from  there  sent  here  without  being  allowed  my  trial  or  an 
interview  with  my  counsel,  George  A.  Caldwell,  esq.  When  arrested 
I  was  on  my  way  to  work  with  farmer  V.  T.  Smith,  of  Dripping  Spring, 
as  per  agreement  with  him.  I  have  never  carried  arms  in  any  cause, 
being  afflicted  with  white  swelling  for  seven  years  past  and  now  suftier- 
ing  with  it,  but  least  of  all  would  I  carry  arms  against  the  United 
States  as  I  am  and  always  have  been  a  Union  man  and  have  voted  the 
Union  ticket  at  last  election  and  always  would.  I  have  a  mother  and 
two  sisters  depending  on  me  for  their  support  and  I  beg  that  you  will 
release  me  so  that  I  may  do  so,  and  I  am  willing  to  give  all  the  assur- 
ances I  can  to  the  Government  that  it  may  require.  An  answer  to  this 
would  be  a  great  favor. 


Very  respectfully, 


J.  W.  ROBAKDS. 


Fort  Lafayette,  October  13, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Dear  Sir  :  I  was  arrested  by  the  Home  Guard  of  Kentucky  24th  of 
September  on  my  way  to  my  home,  from  which  I  was  but  a  short  dis- 
tance, and  taken  to  Louisville  via  Camp  Dick  Eobinson.  At  Louisville 
I  engaged  as  counsel  George  A.  Caldwell,  esq.,  and  my  trial  was 
appointed  for  2d  of  October  but  before  daylight  on  that  day  I  was  taken 
to  Indianapolis  and  sent  here.  I  was  and  am  willing  to  give  security 
for  any  charge  that  may  be  brought  against  me.  I  reside  in  Madison, 
Ky.,  and  have  a  family  depending  on  me.  I  have  never  carried  arms 
and  am  unable,  my  right  arm  being  useless.  I  was  fifty-one  years  of 
age  last  January  and  am  physically  unable  to  endure  this  imprisonment 
and  hard  fare.  I  am  a  Union  man  and  will  be  glad  of  an  opportunity 
to  take  the  oath. 

Hoping  that  you  will  kindly  and  quickly  order  my  return  home,  I 
remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  GEUBBS. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  18, 1861. 
Hon.  Joseph  Holt,  Washington. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  call  at  the  State  Depart- 
ment to-day?  I  wish  to  make  some  inquiries  respecting  the  cases  of 
Grubbs  and  Robards. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM   H.  SEWAKD. 
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[No  date.] 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  Mr.  Kearny's  wishes— whom  I  know  to  be 

a  friend  of  the  Government— I  herewith  forward  his  communication  to 

your  excellency,  trusting  it  may  eflect  his  release  from  Fort  Warren. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  wttt.i<-tj 

E.  B.  WILDEE. 

[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  October  21, 1861. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Wilder,  Newark,  JSf.  J. 

Dear  Sir  :  After  my  compliments  to  you  I  would  say  that  if  you  go 
to  Washington  I  want  you  to  see  Mr.  Seward  and  do  what  you  can  for 
my  release.  I  was  arrested  in  Kentucky  by  the  Home  Guards  in  my 
own  neighborhood.  I  had  never  taken  up  arms  against  the  Govern- 
ment nor  did  I  ever  anticipate  doing  such  a  thing.  I  am  a  plain 
farmer,  and  have  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  politics  of  the  day.  I 
have  always  been  for  peace,  and  that  is  the  height  of  my  offending. 
There  were  fourteen  others  arrested  in  my  neighborhood,  and  all  have 
been  discharged  by  taking  the  usual  oath,  and  I  would  be  willing  even 
to  remain  in  the  Northern  States  till  released  by  the  Government  if  it 
was  required  of  me.  You  will  please  show  this  letter  to  Mr.  Seward 
or  any  officer  of  the  Department.  I  have  a  large  family  dependent  upon 
me  for  a  supijort,  and  I  do  not  think  the  Government  can  possibly  have 
any  object  in  keeping  me  here  as  I  have  no  influence,  and  if  I  had  it 
shouldbe  exercised  in  behalf  of  the  Government;  and  if  it  is  not  con- 
sistent with  the  views  of  the  Department  to  release  me  from  this  for- 
tress they  will  confer  a  favor  by  letting  me  know  the  nature  of  the 
charges  preferred  against  me  so  that  I  can  prepare  my  defense. 
I  remain,  yours,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

W.  E.  KEAENY. 

Ashland,  near  Lexington,  Ky.,  October  22, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  &c. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  presume  it  is  somewhat  unusual  for  you  to  receive  a 
letter  from  one  who  has  been  himself  accused  of  conspiracy  and  treason 
against  the  United  States  Government,  but  1  believe  that  the  slight 
acquaintance  I  have  had  the  honor  to  have  with  you  will  induce  you  to 
put  some  faith  in  the  truth  of  the  statement  1  am  about  to  make  to  you. 

On  the  24th  of  September  I  was  arrested  in  an  adjoining  county.  At 
the  time  of  my  arrest  two  men,  both  married,  were  arrested  with  me, 
both  men  returning  to  their  homes  where  they  would  certainly  have 
gone  but  for  the  arrest.  With  fourteen  others  they  were  sent  to  Louis- 
ville with  me.  Upon  my  discharge  on  bail  fourteen  of  the  sixteen  pris- 
oners were  released  on  taking  the  prescribed  oath.  Of  the  two  arrested 
with  me  one  was  released  with  the  other  thirteen,  all  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  The  other,  an  old  man  of  sixty  years  ready  and  willing  to 
take  the  same  oath  who  had  been  arrested  as  1  have  before  mentio}ied, 
married  and  on  his  way  to  his  home,  has  been  sent  on  and  is  I  under- 
stand now  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette.  The  name  of  this  man  is  William 
Grubbs.  He  is  very  poor;  has  left  a  wife  and  several  children  depend- 
ent on  the  charity  of  his  neighbors.  He  has  been  no  leader  and  is  not 
competent  to  be  a  leader  of  rebels.  I  ask  as  a  personal  favor  that  this 
man  may  be  discharged  and  sent  home  to  his  family  if  iu  your  judgment 
the  statement  I  have  made  does  not  entitle  him  to  it  of  right. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  CLAY. 
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DErARTMENT  OF  STATE,  Washington,  October  20,  J861. 
Madison  C).  Johnson,  Esq.,  Lexington,  Ky. 

SiE :  nerewitb  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication*  received 
at  this  Department  in  reference  to  the  case  of  William  Grubbs  who 
was  arrested  in  Kentucky  and  is  now  a  prisoner  at  one  of  the  military 
posts  of  the  United  States.  Will  you  please  examine  the  case  and 
re])ort  to  me  whether  in  your  judgment  there  is  sufficient  reason  for 
detaining  him  as  a  treasonable  or  dangerous  person? 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Vernon,  Ind.,  November  1, 18C1. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  Stale. 

Dear  Sir  :  Feeling  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the  perpetuity  of 
our  glorious  Union  and  wishing  and  trusting  that  justice  may  be  meted 
out  and  the  full  penalty  of  the  law  be  enforced  upon  its  enemies,  yet 
I  think  in  some  cases  persons  have  been  arrested  and  conveyed  to  Fort 
Lafayette  without  intentionally  havingdone  anything  to  the  detriment  of 
the  Union  cause.  And  I  write  you  at  this  time  in  reference  to  one  such 
person.  I  refer  to  Mr.  William  PI  Kearny  who  is  at  present  confined 
at  Fort  Lafayette.  He  with  seventeen  others  was  arrested  near  Lex- 
ington, Ky.,  the  last  of  September  and  conveyed  to  Louisville  and  tried 
(or  an  examination  had)  and  all  released  save  him,  and  from  all  I  can 
learn  he  would  have  been  released  had  it  not  been  for  the  testimony  of 
one  Curtis  Knight,  who  has  ever  been  a  bitter  enemy  to  him  and  his 
family.  And  as  a  large  family  are  dependent  upon  him  for  their  sup- 
port, and  believing  most  sincerely  that  if  an  opportunity  were  given 
him  he  would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  faithfully  abide  by  it  and 
return  home  to  fulfill  his  duties  to  his  family  in  providing  for  their 
comfort  \sic].  His  father-in-law,  Francis  Emerson,  is  one  of  the  staunch- 
est  Union  men  in  Clark  County,  Ky.,  as  are  all  of  Mr.  Kearny's  broth- 
ers. Being  a  brother-in-law  of  his  I  speak  that  which  I  know  to  be 
correct. 

In  conclusion,  believing  that  if  you  will  give  this  case  an  examination 
the  dictates  of  humanity  will  promjit  his  discharge  upon  his  taking  the 
oath,  I  would  most  respectfully  urge  upon  behalf  of  his  family  (as  well 
as  my  own)  that  he  may  be  offered  his  discharge.  Will  you  be  so  kind 
as  to  give  this  matter  your  early  attention  and  inform  me  of  the  result 
as  soon  as  convenient,  as  his  family  most  anxiously  desire  to  learn 
something  in  reference  to  his  case? 

I  am.  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  NBWCOMB. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Wovember  4, 180]. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

]")EAR  Sir:  In  passing  through  Louisville,  Ky.,  I  conferred  with  a 
number  of  prominent  Union  men  as  to  the  propriety  of  discharging  all 
ov  anjr  of  the  prisoners  recently  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  and  I  found 
their  convictions  very  decided  and  earnest  against  such  a  step.  The 
arrest  of  these  traitors  has  done  immense  good  in  Kentucky  aiid  has 
given  the  Government  a  prestige  for  determination  and  power  which 

*  Omitted ;  see  Clay  to  Se^vard,  October  22. 
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would  be  destroyed,  by  this  retrograde  movement  at  n  time  when  the 
invading  enemy  is  still  upon  the  soil  of  the  State.  This  is  tlie  general 
if  not  the  universal  sentiment. 

I  believe  it  was  J.  B.  Clay  who  wrote  you  urging  the  discharge  of 
Grubbs.  Upon  inquiry  I  am  assured  that  his  case  is  of  a  most  aggra- 
vated character.  The  appeal  I  believe  is  made  to  you  in  the  name  of 
his  wife  and  children,  whom,  bowever,  he  himself  did  not  hesitate  to 
abandon  in  order  that  he  might  scour  the  country  for  tlie  purpose  of 
persecuting  Union  men.  Dr.  T.  S.  Bell,  of  Louisville,  is  acquainted  with 
the  facts  and  1  have  asked  him  to  communicate  them  to  you.  The  doc- 
tor is  one  of  the  purest,  truest  and  most  gifted  of  the  friends  of  the 
Government  in  our  State  and  whatever  he  says  on  the  subject  may  be 
accepted  as  worthy  of  all  credit. 
Very  sincerely,  yours, 

J.  HOLT. 


Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky, 

Lexington,  November  9,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  com- 
munication of  the  29th  ultimo  I  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  there  is  suflBcient  reason  for  detaining  William  Grubbs  as  a  treas- 
onable or  dangerous  person,  and  as  the  result  of  my  inquiries  would 
report :  That  W.  Grubbs  is  between  fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age,  poor, 
with  a  family ;  that  he  is  by  universal  consent  a  bad  and  wortliless  man, 
and  that  when  arrested  he  was  about  attempting  to  join  Zollicoffei' ;  that 
he  is  of  no  value  to  his  family  on  account  of  his  worthlessness.  Being 
so  low  in  moral  and  mental  attributes  I  think  it  dignifies  him  far  too 
much  to  retain  him  as  a  state  prisoner  unless  you  can  confine  him  in 
some  penitentiary  and  set  him  to  work.  I  do  not  regard  him  as  dan- 
gerous to  tlie  Government  but  as  very  disagreeble  to  all  his  neighbor- 
hood, and  bence  no  effort  was  made  by  any  one  to  have  him  released 
in  Louisville. 

Respectfully, 

M.  C.  JOHNSON. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  16,  1861. 
M.  C.  Johnson,  Esq.,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Sir:  Your  report  in  the  case  of  William  Grubbs  iias  been   duly 
received  and  I  thank  you  for  attending  to  the  request  so  prom])l]y 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAKl), 
Assistant  Secretary. 


New  York,  November  24, 1861, 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  wish  to  make  report  to  you  in  relation  to  several  political  pris- 
oners arrested  in  Kentucky  who  are  in  my  judgment  proper  cases  to 
be  considered  together. 

First.  William  Grubbs,  of  Madison  County,  Ky.;  fifty-five  years  old; 
has  no  property;  has  a  wife  and  two  children;  no  education  and  little 
intelligence.    He  is  disabled  in  the  right  shoulder  and  could  not  be 
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a  belligerent  if  he  would  and  has  not  the  sense  or  position  to  make  him 
a  dangerous  conspirator;  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Second.  Henry  G.  Thurber,  Oldham  County,  Ky.,  eighteen  miles  from 
Louisville;  twenty-six  years  old;  carpenter  by  trade;  was  going  South 
because  (as  he  says)  he  feared  he  would  be  arrested  as  he  had  voted  the 
State  Rights  ticket.  Probably  he  was  going  to  enlist,  because  he  did  not 
feel  safe  in  Kentucky  after  the  arrest  of  Governor  Morehead .  He  is  now 
willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Third.  Frank M.  Crow,  Oldham  County,  Ky.;  twenty-four  years  old; 
has  a  wife  now  in  Kentucky;  no  property  and  no  influence.  His  case  is 
just  the  same  as  Thurber's  in  all  respects.    Will  take  the  oath. 

Fourth.  Joseph  W.  GrifQth,  Oldham  County,  Ky.;  thirty-six  years 
old;  no  family;  journeyman  cabinetmaker.  Was  going  to  Tennessee 
because  as  he  says  "  I  was  informed  that  I  was  to  be  arrested  for  hav- 
ing some  time  before  belonged  to  the  State  Guard,  which  was  disbanded." 
Says  he  joined  the  State  Guard  supposing  he  would  be  paid  and  was 
to  defend  Kentucky.  When  it  was  disbanded  found  he  was  mistaken. 
W^ill  take  the  oath. 

Fifth.  Anderson  McDowell,  Oldham  County,  Ky. ;  forty-eight  years  of 
age;  no  wife,  four  children.  A  farmer,  on  shai'es,  owning  no  land  or 
other  property.  Was  going  South  for  the  reason  as  he  says  that  he 
feared  arrest,  having  voted  State  liights  in  the  election.  His  politics 
are — to  go  with  the  people  of  Kentucky.    Will  take  the  oath. 

Sixth.  JohnW.  Eobards,  of  Harrodsburg,Ky.;  twenty-one  years  old;  is 
ignorant.  Has  supported  his  mother  and  two  sisters  as  well  as  lie  could 
by  working  at  farm  work  for  wages.  When  arrested  he  says  he  was 
going  to  Warren  County  to  get  work.  Has  little  intelligence  and  no 
politics.  In  no  respects  a  dangerous  man.  Will  take  the  oath.  Says 
he  always  was  ready  to  take  it. 

Seventh.  Stephen  H.  Wooldridge,  Harrodsburg,  Ky.;  twenty -nine 
years  old ;  no  family ;  occupation,  overseer  of  farm  work  on  plantation ;  no 
property;  works  for  wages;  been  some  time  out  of  employment  and  is 
destitute.  When  arrested  he  was  from  home,  going  as  he  says  to  see  if 
he  could  get  work.  Thinks  the  old  Government  better  than  the  new  one. 
This  man  has  more  sense  than  the  last,  but  is  a  very  common  man. 
Never  had  any  objection  to  taking  the  oath ;  has  none  now. 

Eighth.  Joseph  T.  McFeal,  of  Harrodsburg,  Ky.;  thirty-seven  years 
old;  has  wife  and  four  young  children;  journeyman  cabinetmaker. 
When  arrested  was  going  South  because  as  he  says  he  was  informed 
and  believed  that  all  of  his  political  opinions  were  to  be  imprisoned. 
Wished  the  Union  preserved  then  and  now,  but  agreed  with  Governor 
Morehead  in  thinking  that  it  could  only  be  done  by  concessions.  Left 
home  from  fear,  and  would  be  glad  to  take  the  oath  as  he  would  now 
be  safe  in  Kentucky. 

Ninth.  Joseph  Back,  Marion  County,  Ky. ;  forty -four  years  of  age ;  mill- 
wright by  trade;  does  jobs  and  farms  a  little  on  hired  land;  has  wife 
and  four  children ;  very  poor;  no  property  of  any  kiud.  This  man  is 
very  stupid.  Says  he  when  drunk  started  South  with  some  other  men. 
Wlien  he  got  sober  backed  out  and  went  home  and  was  arrested  at 
his  home.  Has  not  the  sense  to  understand  the  meaning  of  the  con- 
test.    Will  take  the  oath. 

Tenth.  Lewis  S.  Holsclaw,  or  Hetzclaw,  or  Hodsclaw.  He  does  not 
know  how  to  spell  his  name.  From  near  Louisville;  thirty-two  years 
old;  no  family;  carpenter  by  trade ;  very  little  property  and  no  intelli- 
gence or  influence.  When  arrested  says  he  was  going  to  Hickman  to 
visit  friends,  but  probably  was  going  to  Tennessee.    Never  was  in  favor 
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of  Kentucky  going  out  of  the  Union  of  her  own  accord,  but  thought 
she  would  be  conquered.  He  is  of  no  account  at  home  or  elsewhere, 
except  for  a  soldier.    Will  take  the  oath. 

These  men  were  all  arrested  by  the  Home  Guard  of  Kentucky  when 
it  was  under  general  orders  to  arrest;  most  of  tliem  by  Home  Guards 
who  did  not  know  who  they  were.  All  were  probably  arrested  upon 
the  supposition  that  they  were  disloyal  and  were  going  South,  and  it 
may  be  that  they  were  disloyal.  I  do  not  think  that  now  there  would 
be  any  danger  in  setting  them  at  liberty.  They  are  very  inferior  men. 
They  are  not  conspirators  and  have  no  influence  in  society.  I  think  we 
can  fill  all  our  forts  and  prisons  with  much  better  men  who  are  much 
more  dangerous  than  they.  They  are  of  no  use  as  hostages  on  whom 
to  execute  the  lex  talionis,  for  if  they  were  hanged  few  would  know  it 
and  fewer  still  would  care.  Unless  they  can  be  made  available  in  an 
exchange  of  prisoners  where  the  rate  was  man  for  man  they  should  be 
set  at  liberty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  0.  HAWLEY. 

P.  S. — I  should  include  William  B.  Kearny,  arrested  in  Clark  County, 
Ky.,  in  the  above  list  but  I  am  embarrassed  by  the  circumstance  that 
Hon.  William  H.  Ludlow*  has  contrived  to  make  himself  the  solicitor 
of  Mr.  Kearny  (and  several  others)  upon  conditions  that  he  (Ludlow) 
is  to  receive  pecuniary  compensation  for  getting  them  their  liberty. 
This  would  look  so  much  like  selling  the  clemency  of  the  Government 
that  I  am  not  disposed  to  forward  the  speculation.  Yet  to  exclude 
him  for  that  reason  may  not  be  just.  What  should  be  done  in  such  a 
case? 

S.  C.  H. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  25, 1801. 
Seth  0.  Hawley,  Esq.,  Nero  Yorlc : 

Where  are  the  Kentucky  i>risoners  mentioned  in  your  report  of  the 
24th  ? 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAliD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  Xovcmber  26, 1801. 
Seth  C.  Hawley,  Esq.,  New  Yorh. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  report  in  the  cases  of  Grubbs,  Thurber, 
Crow,  Griflith,  McDowell,  Robards,  Wooldridge,  McFeal,  Back,  and 
Holsclaw,  together  with  your  remarks  in  the  case  of  W.  E.  Kearny. 
In  rei)ly  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  directed  the  release  of  all  but 
Kearny  upon  condition  that  they  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
engage  not  to  enter  any  of  the  insurrectionary  States  nor  hold  any 
correspondence  with  persons  residing  therein  and  that  they  will  not  do 
any  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  I 
have  also  directed  the  release  of  Kearny  with  the  additional  condition 
that  he  will  not  pay  to  any  person  whomsoever  any  sum  of  money  as  a 
fee  or  otherwise  for  procuring  his  discharge  or  for  interceding  in  his 
behalf.    These  orders  I  have  forwarded  to  John  S.  Keyes,  esq.,  the  U.  S. 

*  For  Seward  to  Dimick  aud  Burke  and  Tjoomis,  November  26,  revoking  Ludlow's 
permit  to  visit  prisoners,  see  p.  151 ;  also  see  letter  of  Seward,  November  27,  to  same 
ofBcers,  p.  153. 
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niarshal  .it  Boston,  aud  have  requested  him  to  commniii(;ate  with  the 
I)i'isoiiers  at  Fort  Warren  aud  iuforui  them  that  this  Department  will 
not  recognize  any  one  as  an  attorney  for  political  prisoners  and  will  look 
with  distrust  upon  all  applications  for  release  through  such  channels, 
aud  that  such  aiiplications  will  be  regarded  as  additional  reasons  for 
declining  to  release  the  prisoners.  He  has  also  been  requested  to 
inform  them  that  if  they  have  any  communication  to  make  to  the  Gov- 
ernment they  are  at  liberty  and  are  requested  to  maiic  it  directly  to 
this  Department.  I  will  thank  you  to  visit  the  ])risons  in  ?few  York 
Harbor  and  make  similar  communications  to  the  persons  there  confined. 
I  have  also  to  inform  you  that  the  pass  which  was  granted  to  Mr, 
Ludlow  has  been  revoked. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  20, 1861. 
Col.  Justin  Dijiick,  Fort  ll'arren,  Boston. 

Sir  :  Let  William  E.  Kearny,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that 
he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
insurrection.  Further  that  he  has  not  paid  and  will  not  pay  to  any 
person  a  fee  or  give  to  him  anything  of  value  as  a  condition  for  inter- 
ceding for  his  liberation.  I  transmit  this  order  to  John  S.  Keyes,  esq., 
U.  S.  marshal,  Avho  has  been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a 
police  examination  to  be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage 
of  prisoners  discharged  from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspond- 
ence or  other  improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside 
the  fort. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Note. — Same  order  concerning  prisoners  Frank  M.  Crow,  Anderson 
McDowell,  William  Grubbs,  Lewis  S.  Holsdaw,  Joseph  Back,  Stephen 
H.  Wooldridge,  Joseph  T.  McFeal,  John  W.  Robards,  Henry  G.  Thurber 
and  J.  W.  Griffith. 

IT.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Boston,  November  28, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  received  the  orders  for  the  dis- 
charge of  eleven  political  prisoners  at  Fort  Warren  and  duly  executed 
them,  they  all  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  the  stipulations  required, 
and  one  A.  Robert  Carter,  who  declined  day  before  yesterday,  to-day 
accepted  the  conditions  and  was  released.  I  communicated  to  all  the 
political  prisoners  your  instructions  as  to  the  employment  of  attorneys 
but  did  not  to  the  prisoners  of  war,  at  the  suggestion  of  Colonel  Dim- 
ick.  If  you  desire  it  I  will  make  the  communication  to  them  at  my 
next  visit.  *  *  »  Many  of  these  prisoners  discharged  this  week 
have  no  money  or  means  of  returning  to  their  homes  and  must  depend 
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Oil  charity  to  get  to  their  friends.  The  hardshiy)  of  some  such  cases 
induced  mc  to  ask  if  the  Department  -will  give  any  directions  by  which 
they  can  be  relieved. 

And  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  KEYES, 
U.  S.  Marshal,  Massachusetts  District. 


New  York,  Novemher  28, 1861. 
r.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  am  this  day  in  receipt  of  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  announcing  the  release  of  certain  prisoners  from  Fort  Warren, 
and  also  the  action  in  the  case  of  W.  E.  Kearny.  Please  inform  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  I  will  immediately  advise  the  prisoners  in  Fort 
Warren  of  the  matter.    *     *    * 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

SETH  C.  HAWLEY. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  November  28, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  oaths  of  the  following-named 
persons  who  have  been  released  by  your  directions,  viz:  *  *  *  S.  H. 
Wooldridge,  Henry  G.  Thurber,  Joseph  Back,  Frank  M..  Crow,  L.  S. 
Holsclaw,  J.  W.  Griffith,  Anderson  McDowell,  William  Grubbs,  J.  W. 
Kobards,  J.  T.  McFeal,  and  W.  E.  Kearny. 

I  am,  sir,  with  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 

[Inclosnre.] 

I,  W.  E.  Kearny,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect  and 
defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States  against 
all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear  true  faith, 
loyalty  and  allegiance  to  the  same  any  ordinance,  resolution  or  law  of  any 
State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and 
further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge  and  purpose  with- 
out any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever;  and  further  that  I 
will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which  may  be  required  of 
me  by  law,  hereby  stipulating  that  I  will  neither  enter  into  any  of  the 
States  in  insurrection  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  nor  transmit  any  correspondence  between  any  disloyal  persons 
without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  also  that  I  will 
not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insur- 
rection. Further  that  I  have  not  paid  and  will  not  pay  to  any  person  a 
fee  or  give  to  him  anything  of  value  as  a  consideration  for  interceding 
for  my  liberation.     So  help  me  God. 

W.  E.  KEAKNY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  the  28th  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1861,  at  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor. 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 
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Note.— On  tlie  same  date  F.  M.  Crow,  H.  U.  Tlmrber,  J.  W.  Griffitli, 
J.  T.  McFeal,  Josepli  Back,  J.  W.  Itobards,  Williiim  (irubbs,  Anderson 
McDowell,  S.  II.  AVooldridge  and  L.  S.  Holsclaw  subscribed  to  the 
same  oatb. 


Case  of  John  C.  Stovin. 

This  individual  [John  0,  Stovin]  is  an  Englishman  by  birth  and  the 
first  that  is  known  of  him  in  this  country  he  came  to  Cumberland,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  to  reside  about  the  year  1854,  where  he  married 
the  daughter  of  Dr.  George  Lynn  and  settled  as  a  permanent  depend- 
ent of  his  said  father-in  law.  He  left  Cumberland  about  the  year  1850 
and  it  is  understood  that  he  -went  to  Illinois  and  was  absent  from  Cum- 
berland about  two  years,  when  he  returned  again  to  the  house  of  his 
said  father-in  law  and  resumed  his  dependence  upon  him  and  continued 
the  same  until  his  death  in  18C0.  Prom  that  time  he  remained  a  bur- 
den upon  themdowand  family  of  his  said  deceased  father-in-law  until 
the  time  of  his  arrest  as  hereinafter  stated.  On  the  16th  day  of  July, 
1S59,  this  Stovin  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  made  oath  renouncing  forever  his  allegiance  to  Queen  Vic- 
toria in  the  circuit  court  for  Allegany  County,  iu  said  State  of  Maryland, 
according  to  the  form  of  the  statute  provided  in  the  case  of  citizens  or 
subjects  of  other  countries  desiring  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  From  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  in  December,  3860,  he  has 
been  a  secessionist  and  a  sympathizer  with  the  rebellion  and  his  asso- 
ciations have  been  with  persons  of  like  sentiments,  so  that  he  incurred 
the  dislike  and  suspicion  of  all  the  loyal  people  of  Cumberland.  In 
tlie  summer  of  1861  when  Colonel  Wallace,  of  the  Eleventh  Indiana 
Volunteers,  had  his  regiment  stationed  at  Cumberland  a  detachment  of 
said  regiment  under  Captain  Lyman  was  directed  to  perform  some  duty 
at  the  house  of  Josiah  H.  Gordon,  a  disloyal  member  of  the  house  of 
delegates,  and  Stovin  came  there  while  he  was  engaged  iu  such  duty 
and  interrupted  the  performance  thereof  and  was  arrested  by  the  said 
Captain  Lyman  and  detained  for  two  or  three  hours,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged, and  he  thereafter  boasted  that  he  would  make  a  claim  through 
the  British  minister  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and 
recover  a  large  amount  of  damages  for  said  arrest  by  Captain  Lyman. 
He  also  threatened  to  poison  a  spring  from  which  the  said  Eleventh 
Indiana  Volunteers  used  the  water,  and  in  frequent  seditious  conver- 
sations constantly  justified  the  rebels  of  the  insurrectionary  States  in 
their  rebellion,  during  all  which  time  the  said  town  of  Cumberland  was 
threatened  by  the  rebel  forces  and  frequent  alarms  were  spread  among 
Ihe  inhabitants  of  immediate  attacks,  and  great  insecurity  was  felt 
owing  to  the  presence  in  town  of  many  sympathizers  with  the  rebels  of 
whom  Stovin  was  notorious.  Wherefore  it  M'as  deemed  judicious  as  a 
precautionary  measure  to  take  the  said  Stovin  into  custody,  which  was 
accordingly  done  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  or  about  the 
8th  of  October,  1861,  and  he  was  soon  after  placed  in  confinement  at 
Fort  McHenry.  He  immediately  appealed  to  the  British  minister  to 
interfere  for  his  release  but  more  especially  to  urge  a  claim  in  his  behalf 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  damages  by  loss  of 
property  and  interruptions  of  business  by  reason  of  his  arrest  and 
detention  to  a  large  amount,  while  the  fact  was  that  he  never  possessed 
property  to  the  value  of  a  dollar  nor  was  ever  engaged  in  any  business 
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on  liis  own  account  nor  ever  had  credit  or  character  enough  to  estab- 
lish him  in  any  business.  The  apparent  danger  of  rebel  attacks  and  of 
seditious  uprisings  having  passed  away  and  the  consequent  necessities 
for  the  detention  of  Stovin  having  therefore  ceased  he  was  at  the 
instance  of  the  British  minister  discharged  from  custody  on  or  about 
the  13th  day  of  November,  1861,  and  the  said  minister  informed 
thereof. — From  Record  Booh,  State  Department,'''' Arrests  for  Disloyally.'''' 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  28, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  Darnestown,  Md. 

General  :  I  inclose  herewith  to  you  information*  which  has  been 
placed  in  my  hands  relative  to  J.  O.  8toviu,  of  Cumberland,  Md.,  and 
will  thank  you  to  examine  his  case  and  inform  me  whether,  in  your 
judgment,  it  would  be  feasible  to  arrest  him.  Please  preserve  and 
return  these  papers  to  this  Department. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  October  8, 18(11. 
r.  W.  Seward,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  This  morning  a  party  of  cavalry  from  Williamsport  arrested 
John  C.  Stovin.  If  you  wish  to  secure  more  of  the  rebel  bands  in  this 
section  of  our  State  place  Stovin  in  solitary  confinement,  when  he  no 
doubt  will  implicate  some  of  those  whose  names  I  give  below,  men  who 
have  used  him  to  act  the  spy  and  letter  agent.  Those  men  I  have  no 
direct  legal  means  to  convict,  but  Stovin  no  doubt  has. 

With  the  sole  wish  to  serve  my  country,  very  obedientlj', 

DAVID  TAYLOE. 

W.  W.  McKaig,  attorney;  Dr.  E.  S.  McKaig,  merchant;  C.  A.  Thrus- 
ton, attorney;  Tbomas  Devecmon,  attorney;  John  P. Komau,  attorney ; 
Dr.  G.  Stubblefield,  nothing;  Judge  Perry,  circuit  court;  James  M. 
Schley, attorney ;  Samuel  Smith,  attorney ;  Dr.  T.  A.  Healey,  physician ; 
Dr.  B.  A.  Daugherty,  physician ;  Michael  Trieber,  hotel  keeper ;  Ashriel 
Willisou,  horse  dealer;  William  Blake,  merchant  tailor;  Capt.  C.  H. 
McBlair,  late  U.  S.  Navy;  Daniel  Wineon,  canal  sujtervisor. 

P.  S. — I  may  be  mistaken  in  some  of  those  men,  but  they  are  an 
installment  of  a  party  who  with  Stovin  have  met  at  the  Eevere  House, 
kept  by  Michael  Trieber,  and  have  kept  up  no  doubt  a  rebel  mail  run- 
ning. Stovin  is  a  shallow  knave,  and  could  be  very  easily  made  to 
convict  a  large  number  of  the  traitors  here. 

D.  T. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  11, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  Darnestown,  Md.  : 
Send  John  C.  Stovin  to  Fort  McHenry. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

*  Not  found. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  11, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General  :  I  have  directed  that  one  John  0.  Stovin,  arrested  by  a 
party  of  cavalry  at  Williamsport,  Md.,  be  sent  to  Fort  McHenry  for 
reasons  which  are  given  in  a  communication  from  David  Taylor,  esq., 
Cumberland  Md.,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose  to  you.  Will  you  please 
examine  the  case  and  report  to  me  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can  your 
opinion  upon  it. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Confidential.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  18,  1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  note  of  Consul  Bernal  which  you  unofficially 
placed  in  my  hands. 

John  C.  Stovin  on  the  16th  of  July,  1859,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  on 
oath  in  open  court  renounced  his  allegiance  to  every  foreign  prince, 
potentate  or  sovereignty  whatever  and  particularly  to  Queen  Victoria. 
With  your  passport  in  his  hand  countersigned  by  me  he  was  found 
on  the  10th  day  of  this  month  actively  engaged  in  seditious  proceed- 
ings to  foment  the  insurrection  in  the  State  of  Maryland  which  has 
only  been  prevented  by  the  presence  of  a  large  military  force  and  the 
erection  of  extensive  fortifications.  The  public  safety  requires  that  for 
the  present  he  remain  in  custody.  He  is  confined  at  Fort  McHenry 
under  a  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  I  shall  not  lose  sight 
of  the  prisoner's  case  nor  allow  him  to  remain  unnecessarily  long  in 
custody. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the  assur- 
ance of  my  high  consideration. 

^      ^  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  18, 1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  examined  the  case  of  Mr.  John  C.  Stovin  so  far  as  any 
examination  is  practicable.  There  is  nothing  against  him  except  the 
allegations  contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  David  Taylor  herewith 
returned.  Mr.  Stovin,  who  is  a  British  subject  as  I  suppose,  states  that 
he  was  the  agent  of  a  company  whose  operations  have  been  suspended 
by  the  war:  that  he  has  been  waiting  for  the  reopening  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Eailroad;  that  he  knows  all  the  parties  m  Mr,  Taylor's 
letter ;  that  he  has  never  met  them  at  the  Kevere  House  except  casually ; 
that  he  has  never  been  engaged  in  transmitting  or  receiving  letters  to 
or  from  Virginia,  and  that  he  has  never  taken  any  part  in  the  contest 
now  in  progress  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Confederate  States  which  are  in  insurrection  against  it.  There  is  no 
evidence  to  rebut  this  statement  or  to  sustain  that  of  Mr.  Taylor.  He 
says  that  he  and  Mr.  Taylor  had  a  quarrel  some  months  ago  and  that 
Mr.  Taylor  is  a  naturalized  Englishman.  I  did  not  let  him  know  there 
was  a  letter  from  the  latter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  19, 1861. 
George  A.  Hoffman,  Postmaster,  Cumberland,  Md. 

Sir:  Will  you  please  iuform  tbis  Department  whether  in  j^our  judg- 
ment there  is  sufficient  reason  for  detaining  John  C.  Stovin  who  was 
recently  arrested  in  your  village  as  a  disloyal  and  dangerous  person?* 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Washington,  October  26, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c.» 

Sir:  In  your  confidential  note  of  the  18th  instant  you  do  me  the 
honor  to  inform  me  that  Mr.  John  O.  Stovin  on  the  IGtli  of  July,  1859, 
renounced  in  open  court  his  allegiance  to  any  foreign  prince,  potentate 
or  sovereignty  whatever  and  especially  to  Queen  Victoria. 

You  will  perceive,  however,  by  the  Inclosed  copy  of  a  dispatch  from 
Mr.  Bernal,  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  Baltimore,  that  Mr.  Stovin  adheres 
to  his  assertion  that  he  has  only  taken  the  oath  declaring  his  intention 
to  renounce  his  allegiance  to  the  Queen  and  has  not  taken  that  by 
which  an  alien  on  becoming  an  American  citizen  actually  renounces 
his  allegiance  to  his  natural  sovereign. 

It  was  on  the  faith  of  a  solemn  assertion  to  this  efiFe(!t  that  a  British 
passport  was  granted  to  him  and  submitted  to  you  for  counter  signa- 
ture. You  will  perhaps  remember  that  the  passport  stated  on  the  face 
of  it  that  Mr.  Stovin  was  "  a  British  subject  who  had  declared  his 
intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  but  had  not  actually 
become  a  citizen  thereof." 

I  could  not  feel  any  hesitation  in  sanctioning  the  granting  of  a  Brit- 
ish passport  to  a  person  to  whom  that  description  was  applicable.  In 
fact  soon  after  the  notice  requiring  persons  in  these  States  to  provide 
themselves  with  passports  was  issued  I  made  particular  inquiries  at 
the  State  Department  respecting  the  cases  of  British  subjects  who  had 
declared  their  intention  of  becoming  American  citizens.  I  was  informed 
in  reply  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  no  right  and 
was  under  no  obligation  to  grant  a  passport  to  a  foreigner  who  had 
merely  declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  pointed  out  to  me  that  the  law  requires  a  period  of  several 
years  to  elapse  before  that  intention  can  be  carried  into  effect  and  that 
the  person  who  may  have  declared  it  may  change  his  mind  and  has 
entire  liberty  to  do  so. 

It  was  added  that  until  the  final  act  of  naturalization  such  a  person 
is  to  all  intents  a  subject  or  citizen  of  his  native  country  and  therefore 
that  foreigners  whether  they  may  have  declared  their  intention  to 
become  citizens  or  otherwise  must  obtain  passports  from  the  proper 
authorities  of  their  own  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  humble 
servant, 

LYONS. 

[Inclosure.] 

British  Consulate,  Baltimore,  October  22, 1861. 
Lord  Lyons,  E.  C.  B.,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  morn- 
ing of  your  dispatch  of  the  19th  instant  referring  to  the  case  of  Mr. 

*  No  answer  to  this  inquiry  can  lie  found. 
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Stovin.  I  went  down  to  Fort  McHenry  and  procured  an  order  from 
the  commandant  to  "  see  Mr.  Stovin  in  the  presence  of  the  officer  of  the 
day  on  guard."  He  repeated  the  story  he  has  always  told — that  he 
took  an  oath  declaring  it  to  be  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  and  renounce  his  allegiance  to  any  foreign  prince,  &c. 
Eut  as  yo\ir  lordship  is  doubtless  not  aware  these  are  only  preliminary 
steps  which  confer  no  actual  or  present  rights  and  i)rivil«ges,  and  it  is 
not  until  some  time  afterward  (two  years  1  believe)  that  the  individual 
can  take  the  second  oath  and  receive  his  final  papers  of  naturalization. 
In  the  meantime  he  has  none  of  the  privileges  of  an  American  citizen. 
Tliis  second  and  final  act  Mr.  Stovin  declares  he  never  performed. 

He  is  confined  in  a  small  guard  room  with  several  other  persons. 
In  the  course  of  a  conversation  that  I  liad  with  General  Dix  in  regard 
to  his  case  he  was  good  enough  to  tell  me  that  he  had  written  to  Mr. 
Seward  respecting  the  examination  held  by  him,  namely,  that  the  only 
allegations  against  Mr.  Stovin  were  contained  in  a  letter  written  by  a 
gentleman  (whose  name  he  did  not  give  me);  that  these  charges  were 
firmly  denied  by  Mr.  Stovin  and  that  there  was  no  evidence  either  to 
sustain  the  former  or  rebut  Mr.  Stovin's  denial.  This  was  the  substance 
of  General  Dix's  report  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

In  leply  to  your  lordship's  inquiry  I  beg  to  state  that  flie  passport 
issued  by  me  to  Mr.  Stovin  distinctly  said  that  the  bearer  was  a  Brit- 
ish subject  who  had  announced  his  intention  of 'becoming  an  American 
citizen  but  had  not  actually  become  one. 
I  have,  &c., 

F.  BERNAL. 


Department  of  State,  Washingfon,  Novefnher  2,  JBOl. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  1  have  received  your  note  of  October  26.  I  give  you 
herewith  a  copy  of  the  [naturalization]  oath*  which  "was  taken  by  John 
C.  Stovin  on  the  16th  of  July,  1859.  You  will  see  that  although  it  is  a 
declaration  of  an  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  it 
is  nevertheless  an  absolute  and  permanent  abjuration  of  his  allegiance 
to  his  native  sovereign.  My  view  in  communicating  tlie  fact  to  you 
was  that  you  might  probably  not  be  so  deeply  impressed  with  a  claim 
upon  you  made  by  a  person  who  had  voluntarily  renounced  the  alle- 
giance upon  which  your  interposition  was  sought. 

I  am  not  dis])osed,  however,  to  raise  a  question  upon  his  claim  to  the 
protection  of  the  British  Government  and  I  shall  treat  the  same  as 
fully  conceded.  Maryland  occupies  a  peculiarly  important  position  in 
regard  to  the  Federal  Union.  Immediately  south  of  it  an  insurgent 
army  has  for  a  long  time  invited  co  operation  in  Maryland  and  threat- 
ened this  capital.  An  army  has  been  stationed  there  and  fortifications 
built  by  authority  of  the  United  States.  The  law  and  courts  have 
])roved  temporarily  unreliable  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Federal  Union 
there  and  it  has  therefore  been  found  necessary  to  place  some  agitators 
of  division  temiiorarily  in  military  custody.  John  C.  Stovin  is  one  of 
these  persons.  Although  he  was  furnished  by  you  with  a  ])assport 
with  my  consent  it  is  found  that  he  used  it  to  disturb  and  endanger 
the  public  peace  and  safety. 

He  cannot  be  released  from  custody  consistently  with  the  welfare  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lives.     On  the  other  hand  if  he  shall  give 

*  Not  found. 
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reliable  assurances  of  the  loyalty  he  owes  to  the  United  States  his 
duress  will  not  be  jjrolonged  a  day  beyond  the  time  when  the  danger 
to  be  apprehended  from  his  being/et  at  large  shall  have  passed. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Department  dp  State,  Washington,  November  11,  1861. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort   Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sir  :  Let  J.  0.  Stovin,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  be  released 
on  his  engaging  upon  oath  that  he  will  neither  enter  into  any  of  the 
States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment jior  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing 
in  those  States  without  permission,  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and 
also  that  he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during 
the  present  insurrection.  I  transmit  this  order  to  John  S.  Keyes,  esq., 
U.  S.  marsl^al,  who  has  been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a 
police  examination  to  be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  bag- 
gage of  prisoners  discharged  from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  corre- 
spondence or  other  improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons 
outside  the  fort.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washinf/fon,  November  14, 18(il. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md.: 

*     *    *     It  is  i)resnmed  you  have  received  the  order  for  the  release 
of  Stovin.    At  all  events  discharge  him. 

F.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Washington,  March  19,  18(12. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward,  &c. 

Sir  :  You  will  no  doubt  recollect  the  correspondence  which  passed 
between  ns  in  the  months  of  OctoVjer  and  November  last  respecting  the 
arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  John  Carville  Stovin. 

Mr.  Stovin  has  now  submitted  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  a  printed 
statement  of  a  claim  which  he  makes  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  for  i)ecuniary  compensation  for  his  imprisonment  and  for 
the  loss  of  property  which  it  entailed.  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  you  a  copy  of  the  statement.! 

Mr.  Stovin  complains  in  llie  first  place  of  certain  acts  done  on  the 
19th  of  June,  1861,  which  appear  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  liave 
been  acts  of  lawless  interference  by  certain  military  officers  of  the 
United  States  Government  with  his  personal  liberty  and  also  with  his 
property,  a  horse  belonging  to  him  having  been  taken  without  payment. 
It  does  not,  however,  a])pear  that  these  acts  were  authorized  or  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  that  Mr.  Stovin  may 

'This  Older  was  repeated  November  18  to  Colonel  Burke  at  Fort  Lafayette,  New 
York  Harbor. 

t  Stovin's  statement  omitted;  it  i8  a  recitation  of  tlio  circumstances  of  his  arrest, 
and  a  denial  of  the  alleged  causes  therefor,  with  a  demand  for  $150,000  damages. 
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not  liave  adequate  civil  remedies  for  them  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  as  now  administered. 

Tlie  interference  with  his  personal  liberty  was  only  of  a  few  hours' 
duration  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  not  disposed  to  treat 
instances  like  this  of  mere  casual  abuse  of  military  power  by  individual 
soldiers  and  officers  as  furnishing  sufficient  grounds  for  international 
comijlaint. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  conceives,  however,  that  the  subsequent 
arrest  of  Mr.  Stoviii  on  the  7th  of  October  and  his  imprisonment  from 
that  time  until  the  14th  of  November  are  acts  of  which  the  responsi- 
bility clearly  belongs  to  tlie  executive  government  of  the  United 
Slates.  It  appears  from  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me  on  the  10th  of  October  last  that  Mr.  Stovin  was  accused 
of  being  found  lu  the  course  of  that  month  actively  engaged  in  sedi- 
tious ])roceedmgs  to  foment  insurrection  in  the  State  of  Maryland  and 
that  his  arrest  and  imi>risonnient  were  justified  by  the  United  States 
(Jovernment  under  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  on  the 
ground  that  the  public  safety  required  that  for  the  present  he  should 
be  kept  in  custody.  The  accusation  was  denied  by  him  as  soon  as  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  learning  its  nature.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
do  not  perceive  that  any  attempt  was  ever  made  to  support  or  substan- 
tiate it  in  any  manner  whatever.  The  name  of  the  accuser  was  not 
divulged  and  the  charge  itself  appears  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
have  been  absolutely  false  and  groundless. 

Mr.  Stovin  was  nevertheless  arbitrarily  detained  in  prison  for  more 
than  a  month;  he  suffered  during  that  time  very  severe  hardships  and 
by  the  sudden  and  violent  interruption  of  his  business  he  seems  to  have 
undoubtedly  incurred  serious  and  unavoidable  pecuniary  losses, 
although  the  amount  at  which  he  himself  estimates  them  may  perhaps 
be  much  exaggerated.  It  seems  therefore  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment that  Mr.  Stovin  is  entitled  to  ample  redress  for  these  injuries; 
and  Her  Ma/jesty's  Government  have  accordingly  instructed  me  to 
bring  this  case  before  you  and  to  ask  for  comiiensation  for  him. 

In  order  to  avoid  all  possible  misapprehension  I  will  say  distinctly 
in  conclusion  that  in  laying  before  you  Mr,  Stovin's  own  printed  state- 
ment I  by  no  means  intend  to  express  either  for  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment or  for  myself  any  opinion  as  to  the  jiarticular  sum,  $150,000,  at 
which  he  himself  estimates  the  compensation  due  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

LYOI^rs. 

Washington,  April  15, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  &c. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
you  on  the  19th  of  last  month  concerning  the  claim  of  Mr.  John  Oar- 
ville  Stovin,  1  beg  to  submit  to  you  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  I 
have  received  from  Mrs.  Lynn,  mother-in-law  of  that  gentleman. 

]\Irs.  Lynn  believes  that  a  commission  has  been  sent  to  Cumberland 
to  investigate  matters  connected  with  the  claim  in  question.  I  do  not 
know  whether  or  no  she  is  correctly  informed,  but  if  an  investigation 
of  the  kind  be  in  progress  it  appears  to  be  not  unreasonable  that  she 
as  representative  of  the  interests  of  het  son-in-law  should  ask  to  be 
heard  in  support  of  his  claim. 

I  liii  ve  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration, sir,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 

LYONS. 
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Extract  front,  letter  of  Mris.  Lynn  to  Lord  Lyons. 

OuMBEBLAND,  April  10, 1862. 

*  »  *  1  learned  by  accident  yesterday  that  a  commission  sent  here 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  was  taliing  affidavits  in  refer- 
ence to  the  claim  of  my  son-in-law,  .).  CarviUe  Stovin,  against  the 
United  States  for  imprisonment.  Mr  Stovin  cannot  safely  reside  here 
owing  to  the  prejudice  against  him  and  he  has  no  one  to  care  for  his 
interest  but  me.  1  was  surprised  therefore  to  learn  that  this  coiiniiis- 
sion  instead  of  giving  me  notice  went  about  the  work  in  a  secret  man- 
ner and  from  that  manner  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  personal 
enemies  of  Mr.  Stovin  were  selected  to  act  as  witnesses. 

I  understand  that  the  charge  against  Mr.  Stovin  of  complicity  with 
the  Southern  Confederacy  is  dropped  and  an  ettbrt  is  now  made  to 
show  that  his  loss  was  less  than  he  claims.  I  do  not  know  how  this 
may  be,  but  I  do  know  to  my  sorrow  that  this  wrong  resulted  in  taking 
the  bread  from  me  and  my  fatherless  children  and  being  satisfied  that 
it  was  without  cause.    *    *    * 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  16, 1862. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  1  have  received  your  note  of  yesterday  accompanied  by 
an  extract  from  a  letter  of  a  Mrs.  Lynn,  of  Cumberland,  Md.,  touching 
the  complaint  of  her  son-in-law,  Mr.  John  C.  Stovin,  against  this 
Government  and  asking  to  be  heard  in  support  of  the  complaint.  As 
the  complaint  referred  to  has  been  presented  in  the  name  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  no  such  application  from  Mr.  Stovin  or  his  rep- 
resentatives can  be  entertained.  Any  information,  however,  which 
Her  Majesty's  legation  itself  may  think  proper  to  communicate  in  sup- 
port of  the  claim  of  Stovin  will  be  impartially  considered. 

I  avail  myself  of  tlie  occasion  to  oiler  to  you  a  renewed  assurance  of 
my  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAltD. 

Oases  of  J.  H.  Maddox  and  Thomas  H.  Maddox. 

The  only  papers  on  file  in  the  Depaitment  of  State  in  the  case  of 
I  Joseph  H.]  Maddox  refer  exclusively  to  his  release,  being  mostly  corre- 
spondence relating  thereto,  his  bond,  parole,  &c.  From  statements  in 
the  letters  of  Maddox  on  file  it  would  appear  that  he  was-  arrested  on 
the  order-of  the  Navy  Department,  charged  with  being  about  to  attempt 
to  go  to  Virginia,  and  was  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette;  thence  transferred 
to  Fort  Warren  from  which  he  was  released  on  his  parole  not  to  enter 
into  or  correspond  with  any  person  in  the  seceded  States  or  do  any  act 
hostile  to  the  Federal  Government  November  21, 1861,  according  to  an 
order  from  the  Department  of  State,  November  2, 1861. 

This  person  (Thomas  H.  Maddox]  was  arrested  by  the  military  authori- 
ties in  Maryland  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  September  24, 1801,  by  order 
of  Lieutenant-General  Scott.  He  was  charged  with  disloyalty  to  the 
United  States  Government.  Maddox  was  released  by  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  October  3, 1861,  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
stipulating  not  to  hold  any  correspondence  with  persons  residing  in  the 
insurgent  States  without  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  Btuite, — From 
Record  Bool:,  State  Department,  '■^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 
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Case  of  William  F.  Getty. 

W.  F.  Getty  was  arrested  in  Washington  October  1, 1861,  by  order  of 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Marcy  and  committed  to  tbe  Thirteenth  Street  Prison 
and  from  thence  transferred  October  30,  1861,  to  the  Old  Capitol.  He 
was  charged  with  being  a  spy  and  with  having  in  violation  of  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  crossed  the  lines  of  the  Federal  forces  and  visited 
Eichmond.  The  report  of  the  provost-marshal  of  Washington  by  his 
agent.  Major  Allen,  dated  October  29,  1S61,  shows  that  Getty 
endeavored  some  time  during  the  last  of  September  to  obtain  a  situa- 
tion as  a  secret  agent  of  the  United  States  Government,  pretending  tbat 
he  knew  many  secessionists  in  Baltimore  who  conld  not  be  known  to 
the  police  of  that  city.  Having  been  sent  to  General  Dix  with  a  letter 
from  Colonel  Marcy,  he  was  referred  by  the  former  to  Marshal  r)odge,of 
Baltimore,  and  receiving  no  encouragement  returned  to  Washington. 
On  the  30th  of  September  Colonel  Marcy  telegraphed  to  General  Dix 
making  inquiries  about  Getty  and  received  a  reply  stating  that  the 
police  report  that — 

Mr.  Getty  is  a  very  bad  man  and  is  a  spy  of  the  Confederates.  We  arrested  liis 
paiamoui,  a  notorious  courtesan,  and  read  his  letter  to  her.    We  know  him  well. 

The  following  extract  from  the  letter  above  referred  to  indicates  that 
Mr.  Getty  was  or  had  been  engaged  in  practices  inimical  to  the  United 
States  Government : 

Fredehick,  Md.,  Wednesday  Night. 
Dear  Beckie:   Jennie  was  arrested  on  her  way  up,  but  I  guess  she  has  been 
released  by  this  time.     Even  if  not  nothing  can  be  done  with  her.     If  it  had  been  my 
ease  I  should  have  fared  differently.     ■•     »     •     i  ^(.as  sorry  that  she  was  detained, 
but  it  was  far  better  for  her  to  have  been  arrested  than  for  me.     *     «     * 

Fkank. 

Jennie  Smith,  the  person  referred  to  in  the  above  letter,  was  arrested 
in  June,  1861,  at  the  Relay  House,  and  on  searching  her  under  gar- 
ments a  quantity  of  percussion  caps  and  military  buttons  were  found. 
She  is  represented  to  have  been  a  violent  secessionist  and  as  having 
visited  the  rebel  camps  in  Virginia.  The  said  William  P.  Getty  re- 
mained in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  February  15,  1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  i)rece(Ung  day  he 
was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  BeiyaTtment.— From  Record  Book, 
State  Department,  ^^Arrests  for  Disloyalty,''^ 


Hdqbs.  City  Guard,  Peovost-Makshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  29, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Pouter,  Provost-Marshal. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  man  named  William  F. 
Getty  arrived  here  about  the  21st  of  September  last  from  the  South ;  that 
he  was  on  the  following  day  brought  by  Mr.  Hanscomb,  of  The  New  York 
Herald  reporting  force,  to  the  residence  of  General  McClellan.  Getty 
represented  that  he  was  originally  from  Baltimore  but  had  been  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  was  there  employed  by  General  Johnston,  of  the  rebel  army, 
in  writing  army  orders,  &c.  Getty  made  some  disclosures  to  (General 
McClellan  calculated  in  his  estimation  to  give  General  McClellan  a 
favorable  impression  of  his  adaptation  to  enter  the  secret  service.  Soon 
after  he  (Getty)  made  application  to  Colonel  Marcy,  chief  of  staff',  for 
a  situation  in  the  secret  service  of  the  United  States  Government  under 
General  McClellan,  and  was  at  that  time  referred  to  me. 
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In  conversation  Mitli  Getty  he  told  me  that  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  prominent  secessioinsts  in  Baltimore,  whom  he  said  could  not  be 
known  to  the  police  force  acting  under  the  orders  of  General  Dix.  I 
expressed  to  Getty  my  unqualifled  confidence  in  the  honesty,  ability 
and  resources  of  Provost-Marshal  Dodge  and  his  very  able  assistant, 
Mr.  McPhail.  Still  Getty  insisted  that  he  knew  of  rebels  in  Baltimore 
whom  he  himself  could  reach  and  whom  no  one  else  could.  1  suggested 
that  he  might  procure  a  letter  from  Colonel  Marcy  to  Major-General 
Dix,  to  whom  he  might  impart  the  information  which  he  claimed  to 
possess,  and  that  General  Dix  might  deem  it  best  to  give  him  emjiloyment 
in  his  department.  Getty  also  pretended  to  have  valuable  information 
about  the  movements  of  the  secessionists  on  the  Western  Shore  of  Mary- 
land. Having  procured  a  letter  of  introdu(;tion  from  Colonel  Marcy  to 
General  Dix  Getty  left  for  Baltimore  accompanied  by  Mr.  Hanscomb, 
of  The  New  York  Herald,  who  has  been  a  very  warm  friend  of  Getty 
ever  since  his  ari-ival  here. 

Getty  called  at  my  office  on  the  30th  day  of  September  last  and  stated 
that  he  had  seen  General  Dix  and  the  general  would  like  very  much 
to  avail  himself  of  his  services  but  that  he  (General  Dix)  had  no  fund 
provided  out  of  which  he  could  ])ay  him  (Getty),  and  that  the  general 
had  so  stated  to  Colonel  Marcy.  After  a  consultation  between  Colonel 
Marcy  and  myself  in  reference  to  Getty  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  tele- 
graph General  Dix  and  learn  from  him  of  the  truth  of  Getty's  state- 
ments.   The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  sent  to  General  Dix : 

Washington,  September  SO,  1S61. 
Major-General  Dix,  Commandmg,  Baltimore: 

Have  you  seen  Mr.  Getty?  Do  you  think  his  services  vahiablo?  If  soMi.  Alleu 
will  employ  him  and  detail  him  for  your  use. 

R.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

On  the  following  day  a  reply  was  received  from  General  Dix  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy: 

Fort  McHknuy,  October  1,  1S61. 
Col.  K.  B.  Marcy  : 

I  sent  Mr.  Getty  to  the  polioe  who  as  Mr.  Alien  will  tell  you  are  thorough  and  effi- 
cient.    They  report  to  me  .is  follows: 

"  Mr.  (ietty  is  a,  very  had  niiin,  and  is  a  spy  of  the  Confederates.  We  arrestc^d  his 
paramour,  a,  notorious  courtesan,  and  read  his  letter  to  her.     Wc  know  him  well." 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 

I  was  ill  the  company  of  Colonel  Marcy  when  he  received  the  fore- 
going dispatch  from  General  Dix  and  was  by  him  ordered  to  arrest 
(ietty  as  a  spy,  which  order  was  executed  by  Getty's  arrest  within  an 
hour  after  it  was  given  to  nic,  and  he  has  been  ever  since  confined  in 
the  prison  corner  of  Th/rteenth  street  and  Pennsylvania  avenue,  north- 
west, Washington. 

Getty  upon  his  arrest  denied  the  charge  of  being  a  spy,  and  J  divs- 
jiatched  one  of  my  operatives  to  Baltimore  with  letters  to  General  Dix 
and  to  Provost  Marshal  Dodge  and  Assistant  McPhail  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  all  the  evidence  which  they  or  either  of  them  might  possess 
bearing  on  Getty's  case.  I  have  further  to  report  that  (ietty  in  his  con- 
versation with  me  never  alluded  to  his  having  had  an  interview  with 
Marshal  Dodge  until  after  the  receipt  of  the  telegram  from  General  Dix 
to  Colonel  Marcy,  and  then  only  when  asked  by  me  if  he  had  not  seen 
Marshal  Dodge  he  gave  me  an  affirmative  answer,  commencing  at  the 
same  time  to  use  terms  of  discredit  in  regard  to  the  marshal  aforesaid 
which  were  cut  short  by  my  arresting  Mr.  Getty  and  sending  him  to  the 
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prison  as  aforesaid.  Upou  the  arrival  of  my  operative  at  Baltimore  he 
called  upon  Provost-Marshal  Dodge  and  every  facility  in  his  power  as 
well  as  in  that  of  Deputy  McPhail's  was  furnished  to  my  operative  and 
no  opportunity  on  their  part  was  allowed  to  pass  that  might  aid  his 
mission,  and  1  beg  leave  to  say  here  in  my  report  to  you  that  1  feel 
greatly  obliged  to  both  of  those  able  and  efficient  officers  for  the  many 
ways  in  which  they  have  shown  their  kindness  to  me  personally  and  to 
very  many  of  my  operatives  while  employed  in  the  business  of  this 
office. 

Provost-Marshal  Dodge  stated  to  my  operative  in  substance  that  the 
information  which  Getty  pretended  to  have  in  his  possession  and  for 
imparting  which  he  asked  in  return  that  he  should  be  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  in  a  most  responsible  position,  was 
nothing  more  than  what  had  already  been  i)ublished  in  The  Sun  news- 
paper of  Baltimore,  and  therefore  possessing  no  possible  value  to  the 
Government,  The  marshal  stated  further  to  my  operative  that  Getty's 
character  was  bad ;  tliat  he  was  associated  with  a  courtesan  named 
Jennie  Smith  who  with  Getty  went  to  Virginia  in  June  last;  that  the 
said  Jennie  Smith  was  arrested  by  Colonel  Jones,  of  the  Sixth  Massa 
chusetts  Volunteers,  at  the  Eelay  House,  having  at  the  time  on  and 
about  her  person  a  large  number  of  percussion  caps;  that  from  Getty's 
own  statement  the  provost-marshal,  Mr.  ])odge,  was  satisfied  that  Getty 
had  been  at  Eichmond  and  Winchester,  Va.,  and  that  his  sentiments 
previous  to  going  to  Virginia  were  secession. 

I  have  further  to  report  that  Deputy  Provost-Marshal  McPhail  con- 
firmed and  corroborated  the  facts  related  to  my  operative  aforesaid  by 
Marshal  Dodge,  and  also  further  stated  that  only  the  week  before  my 
operative  aforesaid  went  to  Baltimore  in  relation  to  Getty's  (!ase  he 
(McPhail)  had  arrested  the  same  woman,  Jennie  Smith,  searching  her 
person  and  the  house  in  which  she  was  found,  and  finding  upon  her 
person  several  letters  from  Getty  as  Jennie  herself  acknowledged,  over 
diflerent  signatures,  sometimes  signing  himself  as  "Frank"  and  again 
as  "Will;"  that  Deputy  McPhail  gave  to  my  operative  two  of  said 
letters,  one  dated  at  Frederick,  Md.,  Wednesday  night,  and  addressed 
to  "Beckie,"  who  appears  to  have  been  another  woman  who  sometimes 
passed  as  "Mrs.  Getty;"  that  the  last-mentioned  letter  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

Dear  Beckie:  .Jennie  was  arrested  on  her  way  up,  but  I  guess  she  has  been 
releaseil  by  this  time.  Even  if  not  nothin<;  can  be  done  with  her.  If  it  had  been  my 
case  I  should  have  fared  differently.  Tell  Jennie  to  come  up  by  way  of  Elliciott's 
Hills.  She  can  get  a  buggy  to  talce  her  to  the  Mills.  After  she  passes  the  Relay 
there  is  no  danger  whatever.  I  was  sorry  she  was  detained,  but  it  was  far  better  for 
her  to  have  been  arrested  than  for  uie.     I  expect  to  see  her  in  a  few  days. 

FRANK. 

That  the  other  letter  which  my  operative  received  from  Deputy  Mar- 
shal McPhail  was  written  by  Getty  to  Jennie  Smith,  the  aforesaid  cour- 
tesan, and  reads  as  follows  : 

Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  Monday,  June  10, 1861. 

Dearest  :  It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  a  letter  to  you  as  bridges  are  being  burned 
.almost  every  day  between  this  point  and  the  Point  of  Rocks ;  and  as  to  receiving  your 
replies  I  can  only  advise  you  to  direct  to  Point  of  Rocks,  and  take  the  chances  of 
friends  going  up  and  coming  down.  Mr.  Kappelle  is  still  here.  We  will  probably 
go  down  to  Richmond  this  week.    If  I  do  I  will  tell  you  so  before  I  leave. 

'"^"''*^'  WILL. 

p.  S.— Yon  had  better  write  Mr.  Minnes  and  have  him  get  letters  from  box  ."j81  riud 
forward  them  to  you. 


908  PRISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

That  Mr.  McPhail  told  my  operative  further  that  lie  learned  from 
Jennie  Smith  while  she  was  under  arrest  by  him,  as  aforesaid,  that  her- 
self and  Gettj"-  while  in  Virginia  were  agents  of  The  Baltimore  Sun; 
that  Jennie  stated  to  him  (Mr.  McPhail)  that  she  was  in  favor  of  the 
South,  and  that  she  would  prefer  to  help  them  if  she  could;  that  Jen- 
nie further  stated  to  him  (Mr.  McPhail)  that  she  had  been  in  company 
with  General  Johnston,  of  the  rebel  army,  several  times.  And  further 
Mr.  ]\IcPhail  told  jny  operative  that  he  had  heard  of  Getty's  arrival  in 
Baltimore,  and  was  on  the  lookoiit  to  arrest  him  when  he  learned  that 
Getty  had  been  to  tlie  office  of  the  provost-marshal  in  Baltimore  seek- 
ing employment  with  a  letter  from  General  Dix,  and  that  he  had  in  his 
company  Mr.  Hanscomb,  one  of  the  reporters  of  The  New  York  Herald, 
being  the  same  gentleman  alluded  to  before  in  this  report. 

I  beg  further  to  report  while  in  this  connection  that  when  Mr.  Getty 
first  applied  to  me  for  employment  after  having  been  referred  to  me  by 
Colonel  Marcy  tbat  lie  (Getty)  offered  to  act  as  a  secret  agent  of  the 
Government  with  no  other  reward  than  to  be  allowed  to  receive  at  some 
point  on  the  Potomac  near  to  Frederick,  Md.,  The  Baltimore  Sun  and 
pass  with  it  beyond  our  lines  into  Virginia.  A  proposition  which  upon 
its  face  was  evidence  of  his  unfitness  for  so  responsible  a  trust  as  he 
sought  at  the  hands  of  General  Dix  and  Colonel  Marcy,  as  well  as  of 
his  anxiety  for  some  pretext  for  communicating  with  the  enemy  to  no 
good  purpose  for  this  Government. 

I  have  further  to  report  that  my  operative  aforesaid  called  upon  Gen- 
eral Dix  at  Fort  McHenry  where  he  was  received  by  the  general  and 
aided  in  every  way  that  my  operative  could  desire.  My  operative 
reports  to  me  that  Major-General  Dix  told  him  that  Getty  came  to 
Fort  McHenry  at  the  time  before  alluded  to  when  he  sought  employ- 
ment of  the  provost-marshal  in  Baltimore,  and  brought  letters  to  him 
(General  Dix)  from  Colonel  Marcy,  and  that  Getty  on  that  occasion  was 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Hanscomb,  reporter  for  The  Herald  aforesaid,  and 
that  he  made  application  to  him  (General  Dix)  for  employment,  he 
(Getty)  stating  to  him  (General  Dix)  that  Colonel  Marcy  and  General 
Porter  were  very  anxious  that  he  (General  Dix)  should  give  him  (Getty) 
employment.  He  (Getty)  had  never  seen  General  Porter  on  the  sub- 
ject. That  General  Dix  further  stated  to  my  operative  aforesaid  that 
as  Getty  and  Hanscomb  left  his  office  that  Hanscomb  remarked  to 
Getty  that  they  (meaning  himself  and  Getty)  should  have  to  go  back 
to  Washington. 

I  also  ask  to  further  report  that  upon  my  operative  leaving  Baltl 
more.  Deputy  Marshal  McPhail  gave  him  a  letter  from  himself  (McPhail) 
addressed  to  me  in  which  he  stated  among  other  things  in  substance 
that  Getty  had  been  engaged  ever  since  the  war  commenced  in  giving 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy;  that  he  was  the  chum  and  lover  of  the 
notorious  Jennie  Smith,  who  when  arrested  in  June  last  at  the  Eelay 
House  was  found  to  have  percussion  caps  and  military  buttons  under 
her  garments,  and  that  his  (McPhail's)  impression  was  that  Getty  was 
gathering  information  for  the  rebels  rather  than  for  the  Federal  Gov- 
einment.  In  concluding  his  letter  to  me,  the  deputy  marshal  afore- 
said says:  "If  Getty  is  not  guilty  of  the  charge  of  being  a  spy  he  is 
certainly  not  fit  to  be  trusted  by  the  Government  on  account  of  his 
associations."  In  concluding  this  already  perhaps  too  lengthy  report 
j)ennit  me  to  add  that  although  the  evidence  of  this  case  is  not  as  full 
and  complete  as  might  be  necessary  to  sustain  the  charge  against  Getty 
of  being  a  spy  yet  it  goes  very  far  to  show  that  he  is  a  dangerous  man 
to  be  at  large  in  the  present  exigency  of  the  Government.    His  own 
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loyalty  is  at  least  doubtful  and  his  associations  are  witli  persons  who 
sympathize  with  our  enemies.     He  is  an  active,  educated  man,  possess- 
ing- in  no  small  degree  the  elements  of  character  and  the  use  of  means 
whicli  render  his  safekeeping  in  my  judgment  a  military  necessity. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


Commission  Relating  to  Political  Pbisonbks, 

Washington,  March  31,  1802. 
W.  P.  Wood,  Esq., 

SuTpt.  of  the  Old  Capitol  Military  Prison,  Washington,  I).  C. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  discharge  William  F.  Getty    *     *    *    on  [his] 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAEDS  PIEEEEPONT, 

Commissioners. 


I,  William  F.  Getty,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  State  of  Maryland,  do 
solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect  and  defend  the  Union  and 
Constitution  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  established 
by  that  Constitution  against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign; 
and  that  I  will  bear  true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same  any 
ordinance,  resolution  or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  further  that  1  do  this  with  a  full 
determination,  pledge  and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or 
evasion  whatsoever;  and  further  that  I  will  Avell  and  faithfully  perform 
all  the  duties  which  may  be  required  of  me  by  law.    So  help  me  God. 

•WM.  F.  GETTY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  March,  1862. 

EDWAEDS  PIEEEEPONT. 


Case  of  William  H.  Aymar. 

William  H.  Aymar,  of  New  Orleans,  claiming  to  be  a  British  subject, 
was  captured  on  the  1st  of  October,  18G1,  on  the  schooner  Joseph  H. 
Toone,  of  which  he  was  nominally  the  owner,  off  Timblier  Island  to  the 
southward,  apparently  endeavoring  to  evade  tlie  blockade  and  enter 
the  port  of  New  Orleans.  The  capture  was  made  by  Captain  Alden,  of 
the  U.  S.  steamer  South  Carolina.  Aymar  was  detained,  as  well  as  the 
vessel  and  crew,  and  was  lodged  in  Fort  Lafayette  on  the  12th  of 
November,  1861.  The  schooner  Joseph  H.  Toone  was  an  American- 
built  vessel  and  no  information  is  at  hand  relative  to  her  transfer  to 
British  ownership.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  inquiry  has  been 
instituted  touching  the  time,  place  or  other  circumstances  or  the  good 
faith  of  her  change  of  nationality,  nor  touching  the  reality  of  the  pre- 
tended ownership  of  Aymar,  which  he  says  accrued  by  purchase  just 
previous  to  her  sailing  on  this  voyage.  Aymar  left  New  Orleans  on  the 
same  vessel  on  the  25th  of  August,  1861,  and  safely  evading  the  block- 
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ade  arrived  at  Havana,  where  the  vessel  was  discharged,  again  loaded 
and  cleared  for  Tanipico,  Mexico,  and  sailed  on  the  25th  or  26th  of 
September,  and  was  captured  on  the  1st  of  October,  as  before  stated. 
On  the  23d  of  November,  1801,  Aymar  was  released  from  continemeut. 
In  Aymar's  correspondence  are  occasional  expressions  showing  the 
nature  of  the  enterprise  in  which  he  was  engaged  with  his  vessel  when 
captured.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  Henry  L.  Church,  who  appears  to 
be  a  partner  of  Aymar,  dated  December  C,  ISGl,  he  says.* — From 
Record  Book,  State  Department,  ^'Arrests  for  Disloyalty,^'' 


Washington,  November  19, 18H1. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtard,  «&c. 

SiE:  Mr-  William  H.  Aymar,  a  British  subject  who  is  imprisoned  m 
Fort  Lafayette,  has  made  an  ajipeal  to  Mr.  Archibald,  Her  Majesty's 
consul  at  New  York.  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  cause  orders 
to  be  given  to  enable  Mr.  Archibald  to  visit  the  prisoner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 


Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  November  19,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  On  the  1st  of  October,  18C1,  the  British  schooner  Joseph  IL 
Toone,  Captain  Pennington,  bound  from  Havana  to  Mexico,  owned  by 
me  (a  British  subject)  and  having  on  board  a  cargo  principally  belong- 
ing to  Spanish  subjects,  was  seized  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  South  Carolina, 
OaiJtain  Alden,  and  myself,  captain  and  crew  have  been  sent  to  this 
fort  as  prisoners  of  -war.  Feeling  convinced  that  the  United  States 
trovernment  will  do  me  justice  and  restore  my  property  on  proper  proof 
of  my  Innocence  of  any  intention  to  run  the  blockade  or  in  any  way 
violate  the  strict  neutrality  which  I  in  common  with  all  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  subjects  am  commanded  to  observe,  I  trust  that  you  will  give 
the  necessary  instructions  for  a  prompt  examination,  or  if  that  is  not 
practicable  allow  me  to  give  sureties  to  remain  in  the  Northern  States 
until  my  presence  is  required  by  the  proper  tribunals. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  AYMAR. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  ;>l,  1801. 
The  Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  19tli  instant  requesting  that  Mr.  Archibald  may  be  enabled  to 
visit  William  H.  Aymar,  a  British  subject  imprisoned  in  Fort  Lafayette, 
and  to  state  in  i-eply  that  orders  have'  been  given  for  his  discharge. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 
_  WILLIAM  11.  SEWARD. 

*This  and  other  quoted  extracts  from  Aymar's  intercepted  correspondence  is  liere 
omitted.     For  full  text  of  letter,  see  p.  911  et  aeq. 
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Department  op  State,  Wanhington,  November  22, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  A\  Y. 

Colonel:  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  discharge  from  custody 
William  H.  Aymar,  a  British  subject,  understood  to  be  in  conflnenieiit 
at  Fort  Lafixyette. 

1  am,  coiouel,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  November  23, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  21st  instant  directing  the  release  of  William  H.  Aymar.  1  have 
to  state  that  Aymar  together  with  ten  otlier  prisoners  was  this  morn- 
ing released  in  pursuance  of  your  order  dated  22d  instant  and  turned 
over  to  Marshal  Murray. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 


Interested  letter*  of  W.  H.  Aymar,  after  his  release. 

Saint  Andrews,  New  Brun.swick,  December  (>,  1861. 
Henry  L.  Church, 

(Care  Mr.  Dyas,  Eichmond  Road,  London,  Canada  West.) 

Dear  Church  :  If  you  are  a  regular  reader  of  the  New  York  papers 
you  will  have  noticed  that  your  humble  servant  was  for  a  time  confined 
as  a  prisoner  of  war  in  Fort  Lafayette.  As  the  statements  were  very 
incorrect,  I  will  relate  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  from  beginning 
to  end. 

On  the  25th  of  August  last  I  left  New  Orleans  as  passenger  on  board 
the  British  schooner  Joseph  H.  Toone,  bound  for  Havana,  Cuba,  and 
loaded  with  lice,  &c.  I  was  interested  in  the  rice,  which  was  sold  in 
Havana  to  great  advantage.  After  discharging  the  schooner  was  put 
on  the  berth  for  Tampico,  Mexico,  and  was  soon  laden  with  a  general 
cargo,  arms,  &c.,  for  said  Mexican  port.  Circumstances  caused  me 
to  purchase  the  J.  H.  Toone  just  previous  to  her  sailing  for  Tampico, 
and  in  company  with  other  passengers  I  sailed  in  her  for  Tampico  on 
25th  or  26th  of  last  September.  Immediately  after  leaving  Havana  we 
experienced  a  very  strong  gale  which  lasted  several  days,  driving  us 
from  our  course  and  preventing  the  captain  taking  daily  observations. 
On  the  1st  of  October,  when  from  forty  to  fifty  miles  from  land  and  to 
the  southward  of  Timblier  Island  we  fell  in  with  the  U.  S.  steamer 
South  Carolina,  Captain  Alden,  and  much  to  our  surprise  (as  the  J.  H. 
Toone  was  a  British  vessel,  was  owned  by  a  British  subject,  myself, 
and  was  quietly  proceeding  to  her  port  of  destination,  Tampico)  we 
were  seized  on  suspicion  that  it  Avas  our  in.tention  to  run  the  blockade. 
She  had  on  board  a  cargo  principally  belonging  to  Spanish  subjects, 
and  which  consisted  of  articles  frequently  sentlrom  Havana  to  Mexico. 
This  cargo  had  been  properly  cleared  by  the  custom-house  authorities 
in  Cuba,  and  invoices  and  bill  of  health  had  been  duly  approved  by  the 
Mexican  consul. 

'There  -were  other  intercepted  letters,  but  only  one  is  used  as  indicating  the  tone 
of  the  whole.— Compiler. 
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For  some-bours  after  oui-  seizure  I  confidently  expected  the  release 
of  Hiy  vessel,  cargo  and  passengers  and  was  naturally  very  much  sur 
prised  when  1  was  informed  by  Cai)tam  Alden,  of  the  steamer  South  Caro- 
lina, that  he  had  concluded  to  detain  vessel  and  cargo  and  should  send 
myself,  i>assengers  and  crew  to  New  York  as  prisoners  of  war.  Of 
course  I  protested  at  such  extraordinary  i>roceedings,  but  my  remon- 
strances were  of  no  avail  and  I  in  company  with  Mr.. Lewis,  a  'brother 
of  (Jeneral  Lewis,  of  New  Orleans,  and  others  taken  from  the  Toone 
were  transferred  to  a  U.  S.  steamship  and  after  remaining  on  board  of 
her  one  month  we  were  with  all  my  crew  sent  to  New  York  in  steam-ship 
Powhatan,  and  alter  being  compelled  to  submit  to  much  indignity  we 
were  on  the  12th  of  November  safely  lodged  in  that  far-famed  hotel. 
Fort  Lafayette,  where  I  presume  we  would  all  have  remained  until  the 
end  of  the  war  had  I  not  been  a  British  subject  and  entitled  to  the  pro- 
tection of  my  Government. 

Immediately  on  landing  from  the  Powhatan  I  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  British  consul  at  New  York,  who  at  once  sent  me  a  legal  adviser 
through  whom  my  case  was  represented  to  the  proper  authorities  at 
Washington  and  to  Lord  Lyons.  The  result  was  an  immediate  order 
for  the  release  of  all  who  had  been  on  board  the  J.  H.  Toone,  with  the 
exception  of  three  or  four  who  were  merely  placed  on  parole  until  their 
testimony  could  be  taken  by  the  prize  commissioners.  Our  release  took 
place  on  23d  of  November  and  since  that  time  J  have  been  busily 
engaged  pushing  my  claim  for  value  of  vessel  and  cargo.  I  am  now 
quite  contident  of  success  and  my  lawyer  tells  me  that  the  case  is  a 
clear  one  and  that  he  has  no  fears  for  the  result.  He  (the  lawyer)  occu- 
pies a  very  high  position  at  the  bar  and  is  the  legal  adviser  of  the 
British  and  Spanish  consulate  and  I  have  every  confidence  in  him  and 
in  his  ability.  The  case  will  probably  be  decided  in  thirty  or  sixty 
days.  All  the  evidence  or  testimony  has  been  taken  and  it  is  altogether 
in  favor  of  the  vessel.  In  fact  the  United  States  (Jovernment  or  the 
captors  now  admit  that  they  seized  us  merely  on  suspicion,  but  in  law  we 
were  on  the  high  seas  being  more  than  forty  miles  from  any  land.  The 
claim  will  amount  to  at  least  $100,000  and  I  am  compelled  to  be  in  Havana 
the  latter  part  of  this  montb  in  order  to  have  the  proper  authenticated 
invoices  and  certificates  forwarded  to  my  attorney  in  New  York. 

Before  I  was  released  I  was  handed  by  the  marshal  a  written  obliga- 
tion* which  1  was  requested  to  sign.  #  *  *  j  refused  to  take  any 
such  oath  or  obligation  on  the  ground  that  I  was  a  British  subject,  and 
my  nationality  prevented  my  interfering  on  either  side,  as  my  Queen 
had  commanded  me  in  common  with  all  her  subjects  to  observe  a  strict 
neutrality.  My  objection  sufficed  and  I  was  allowed  to  go  on  my  way 
rejoicing,  and  when  J  recover  my  property  or  the  value  thereof  I  will 
be  still  more  rejoiced;  but  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  I  shall  not  only 
get  well  remunerated  for  my  vessel  and  the  shipjiers  for  their  goods 
but  hope  also  one  of  these  days  to  get  damages  for  false  imprisonment. 

When  I  left  New  Orleans,  August  25,  your  brother  was  in  good  health 
and  spirits  and  hopeful  for  the  future.  Just  previous  to  leaving  he  and  I 
made  a  short  visit  to  Rienzi  Plantation  and  spentthree  orfour  days  with 
Mr.  Richard  Allen.  I  also  left  James  Allen  in  good  health.  Last  sea- 
son's business  closed  very  satisfactorily— better  than  1  anticipated,  but 
what  of  the  future?  Gloomy  for  the  South  ?  Not  so.  The  Southern 
portsarecertaintobeopenedbefore  many  months.  Some  of  the  Atlantic 
cities  may  have  their  harbors  closed,  but  the  cotton  heretofore  shipped 

*  See  Seward  to  Burke,  November  21,  ordering  Aymar's  release. 
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at  those  ports  must  find  an  outlet— New  Orleans.  Let  me  advise  yon 
not  to  be  at  all  uneasy.  You  will  eventually  lose  nothing  by  this  war. 
Whatever  may  be  the  result  I  being  a  British  subject  the  property 
will  be  secure.  *  *  *  Address  me  under  cover  to  Mr.  B.  F.  Milli- 
ken,  Eastport,  Me. 

Hoping  that  peace  may  soon  dawn  and  that  we  may  again  all  par- 
take of  macaroni  seasoned  with  Italian  sauce,  I  am,  yours,  faithfully, 

W.  n.  AYMAK. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  12,  1861. 
Egbert  Murray,  Esq.,  l^  S.  Marshal,  New  York. 

Sir:  W.  H.  Aymar,  the  owner  of  the  Joseph  U.  Toone,  who  was 
recently  released  from  Fort  Lafayette  is  expected  to  return  to  New  York 
soon  on  his  way  to  Havana.    If  he  comes  you  will  please  convey  him  to 
Eort  Lafayette  and  recommit  him  to  the  custody  of  Colonel  Burke.* 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Cases  of  Richard  H.  Stanton  and  others. 

Eichard  H.  Stanton,  of  Maysville,  Ky.,  was  arrested  on  the  2d  day  of 
October,1861,  by  order  of  General  Nelson,  together  with  six  others  whom 
the  general  styles  "active  secessionists,"  viz:  William  Hunt,  William  T. 
Casto,  Isaac  Nelson,  George  Forrester,  B.  F.  Thomas*  and  James  H.  Hall. 
Ill  communicating  the  fact  of  this  arrest  to  the  War  Department  Gen- 
eral Nelson  says:t 

In  pursuance  of  the  said  request  of  General  Nelson,  Stanton,  as  well 
as  the  persons  arrested  with  him,  was  soon  afterward  transferred  to  Fort 
Lafayette  for  safe  custody.  Stanton  by  his  own  representations  and 
through  many  other  persons  who  interested  themselves  in  his  behalf 
claimed  to  be  loyal  and  to  be  guiltless  of  any  act  which  should  have 
caused  his  arrest.  It  has  generally  happened  in  the  history  of  arrests 
made  for  disloyalty  and  for  precautionary  purposes  during  the  present 
rebellion  that  persons  against  whom  there  has  been  the  most  explicit 
proof  or  for  whose  detention  the  most  emphatic  reasons  existed  have 
made  the  loudest  and  most  continuous  asseverations  of  loyalty  and  have 
marshalled  their  hosts  of  personal  fiiends  to  sustain  such  asseverations 
with  unexampled  unanimity.  Although  General  Nelson  did  not  send 
forward  proofs  of  the  charges  which  he  made  against  Stanton  it  was  not 
therefore  deemed  that  the  professions  of  the  prisoner  and  the  ex  parte 
testimony  of  his  friends  ought  to  be  taken  as  conclusive  of  his  innocence, 
especially  as  in  his  very  appeals  for  discharge  he  made  and  reiterated 
statements  quite  inconsistent  with  such  loyal  regard  for  the  duties  of  citi- 
zenship as  can  inspire  undoubting  confidence  in  cases  like  this.  On  the 
■ith  of  November,  1861,  Stanton  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the  others  above  named  arrested  with 
him  in  which  speaking  for  the  whole  party  he  alleges  that  they  had 
never  "engaged  in  the  rebellion  or  intended  to  do  so,  never  contributed 

•  No  record  of  Aymar's  subsequent  arrest. 

t  Extract  omitted  here.     See  full  text  of  Nelson's  letter,  p.  916. 
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money,  iiever  advised  men  to  go  in  the  Southern  army  nor  in  any  otlier 
manner  committed  any  act  of  disloyalty  to  the  Government,"  and  then 
says: 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  say  to  yo>i  that  vre  were  in  favor  of  Kentucky's  maintain- 
ing a  neutral  position  in  the  contest  and  equally  opposed  to  the  invasion  of  the  State 
by  the  Federal  forces  as  by  the  Confederates,  and  advocated  that  policy. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  remark  tliat  the  expression  of  these  sentiments 
is  as  conclusive  proof  of  a  disloyal  heart  as  the  commission  of  any  of 
the  acts  mentioned  by  General  Nelson. 

On  the  I7th  of  December,  1861,  Stanton  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  his  own  behalf  iu  which  he  repeats 
his  offensive  parallel  between  the  national  forces  and  the  rebels,  and 
has  the  effrontery  to  use  this  language: 

1  was,  however,  most  earnestly  opposed  to  the  sending  of  arms  into  Kentucky  and 
believed  that  the  arming  of  one  political  party  against  the  other  could  result  in  no 
good  and  was  only  calculated  to  engender  trouble.  I  was  opposed  also  to  the  invasion 
of  the  State  by  either  the  Federal  troops  or  the  Confederates  and  advocated  in  good 
faith  the  perfect  neutrality  of  Kentucky. 

On  the  26th  day  of  December,  1861,  the  said  Stanton  was  released 
from  custody  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  with  stipulations  against 
future  misconduct. 

William  T.  Casto  was  arrested  at  Maysville,  Ky.,  his  residence,  on 
the  2d  day  of  October,  1861,  by  order  of  General  Nelson  as  being  one 
of  a  clique  of  rebels  there  who  were  fomenting  treason  and  disturbance 
in  Eastern  Kentucky.  He  was  sent  to  Camp  Chase  in  Ohio  and  sub- 
sequently to  Fort  Lafayette  at  General  Nelson's  request.  On  the  29th 
of  November,  1861,  General  Nelson  wrote  to  the  Department  of  State 
requesting  Casto's  release  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  On  the  4tli 
of  December,  1861,  in  compliance  with  General  Nelson's  request  Casto 
was  ordered  to  be  released  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  but  he 
declined  to  receive  his  discharge  from  confinement  on  such  terms.  On 
the  17th  of  January,  1862,  another  order  of  like  import  was  made  for 
his  enlargement  but  he  again  refnsed  to  comply  with  the  conditions. 
The  said  Casto  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  Februaiy  15, 
1862,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  War  Department. 

Isaac  Nelson  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Nelson  in  Kentucky 
in  October,  1861,  and  sent  to  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  from 
thence  transferred  to  Fort  Jjafayette.  General  Nelson  writing  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  under  date  of  2S>th  of  November,  1861,  says: 

In  October  last  for  reasons  that  met  the  approval  of  the  War  Department  I  arrested 
and  sent  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  the  following  active  secessionists,  viz,  R.  H.  Stanton, 
William  Hunt,  William  T.  Casto,  Isaac  Nelson,  George  Forrester,  B.  F.  Thomas 
and  .James  H.  Hall,  and  I  beg  to  request  that  these  men  with  the  exception  of  K.  H. 
Stanton  may  be  released  on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  December 
4,  1861,  directing  Colonel  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to 
release  Nelson  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  was  released 
December  7, 1861, 

George  Forrester  was  arrested  October  2,  1861,  in  Kentucky,  by 
order  of  Brigadier  General  Nelson  and  sent  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
from  thence  he  was  at  the  request  of  General  Nelson  transferred  to 
Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  was  charged 
with  disloyalty  and  with  being  an  active  secessionist.  On  the  recom- 
mendation of  General  Nelson  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department 
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of  State  dated  December  4,  1861,  directing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke, 
commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Forrester  on  his  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  &c.    He  was  accordingly  released  December  7, 1861. 

B.  F.  Thomas  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  JSTelson  at  Maysville, 
Ky.,  and  committed  to  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio,  October  2,  1861, 
and  from  thence  transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with 
fitting  out  men  and  raising  money  for  the  rebel  government.  An  order 
was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  December  4,  1861, 
directing  Colonel  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release 
Thomas  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  stipulating  that  he  will 
neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  United 
States  nor  hold  correspondence  with  persons  residing  in  those  States  nor 
do  any  act  hostile  to  the  United  States.  He  was  accordingly  released 
December  7,  1861. 

William  Hunt  was  aiTested  in  Kentucky  by  General  Nelson  about 
October  1,  1861,  taken  to  Camp  Chase  in  Ohio,  and  afterward  trans- 
ferred to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with  being  a  violent  seces- 
sionist and  attempting  to  aid  the  rebels  with  money  and  with  recruiting 
men  for  the  Confederate  Army.  He  was  released  by  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  December  7, 1861,  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

James  H.  Hall  was  arrested  October  2,  1861,  at  Maysville,  Ky.,  by 
General  Nelson,  committed  to  Camp  Chase  and  afterward  transferred 
to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Hall  was  charged 
with  having  strong  secession  sympathies  and  with  assisting  the  rebels 
with  money  and  men.  He  was  released  December  7,  1861,  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

The  first  information  the  Department  of  State  had  concerning  this 
man  [William  B.  Tolle]  was  a  letter  from  General  W.  Nelson  dated 
October  5,  1861,  directed  to  Hon.  S.  P.  Chase  and  referred  to  this 
Department,  in  which  General  Nelson  says  he  arrested  Tolle  and  others 
on  the  2d  instant  on  a  charge  of  fitting  out  men  for  the  Southern  army, 
subscribing  moneys,  &c.,  and  asking  his  release  at  the  request  of  his 
Union  relatives ;  that  he  will  be  kept  under  surveillance,  &c.  An  order 
was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  October  5, 1861,  direct- 
ing A.  C.  Sands,  U.  S.  marshal  of  Ohio,  to  release  Tolle  on  his  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  engaging  not  to  enter  or  hold  correspondence 
with  any  insurrectionary  State  duriug  the  present  insurrection.  He 
was  accordingly  released  October  17,  1861. — From  Record  Boole,  State 
Department,  '^Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 

Camp  Kenton,  Maysville,  Ky.,  October  5, 1861. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Washington  City. 

Dear  Sir:  On  the  2d  instant  I  arrested  several  traitorous  scoun- 
drels who  were  engaged  in  fitting  out  men  for  the  Southern  army,  sub- 
scribing moneys,  getting  up  nightly  drills  and  doing  the  manner  of 
things  usual  among  the  secessionists.  These  men  with  the  lion.  R.  H. 
Stanton  at  their  head  I  sent  to  Cincinnati  to  the  care  of  tlie  U.  S. 
marshal  there,  and  I  trust  they  will  be  cared  for  effectually.  Their 
arrest  has  relieved  the  community  here  of  an  incubus  the  most 
depressing. 

Amongst  them  is  a  man  named  W.  B.  Tolle.  His  wife  is  a  good 
Union  woman  of  a  good  Union  family.     Hon.  W.  H.  Wadsworth,  the 


916 

Member  of  Congress  from  this  district,  offers  to  be  responsible  for  bis 
future  conduct  if  I  will  ask  his  release  and  provided  Tolle  will  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  of  which  there  even  seems  to  be  some  doubt.  I 
promised  his  tather-inlaw  to  ask  his  release  this  morning,  and  I  request 
that  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  cause  him  to  be  discharged  if  he  takes 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  My  object  is  to  show  these  rascals  that  we 
believe  ourselves  strong  enough  to  afford  to  be  generous.  I  will  have 
him  kept  under  surveillance  and  if  he  shows  the  slightest  restiveness 
I  will  bag  him  afresh.  His  public  arrest  attracting  attention  to  him 
will  take  away  his  power  to  do  harm  and  make  him  afraid  to  attempt 
it.  The  rascal  subscribed  $200  to  fit  out  a  secession  company,  but  at 
the  earnest  request  of  his  Union  relatives  I  am  willing  he  should  be  let 
off — till  next  time. 

Begging  your  favorable  attention  to  this,  I  remain,  yours,  truly, 
^^    ^^  W.  NELSON. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward  : 

Though  averse  in  general  to  the  release  of  parties  arrested  yet  if  the 
case  is  in  your  jurisdiction  I  hope  you  will  give  the  order  Nelson  desires. 
The  prisoners  I  believe  are  at  Camp  (Jhase,  near  Columbus. 

S.  P.  CHASE. 


Camp  Kenton,  Near  Maysville,  Ky.,  October  7, 1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  On  the  2d  instant  I  ordered  the  arrest  of  Hon.  R.  H.  Stanton, 
formerly  Member  of  Congress  from  this  district,  and  with  him  six  other 
active  secessionists  and  sent  them  down  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  the 
care  of  General  Mitchel.  This  man  Stanton  is  the  head  of  secession 
in  Northeast  Kentucky.  He  is  the  depositary  of  money  for  titting  out 
men  from  this  and  adjoining  counties  for  the  Southern  army.  He  was 
actively  engaged  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  in  establishing  and  main- 
taining nightly  drills  of  armed  traitors.  He  is  in  regular  correspond- 
ence with  Richmond,  Va. 

He  received  and  announced  to  his  traitor  friends  a  message  from 
Breckinridge  but  the  day  before  his  arrest  to  this  effect:  That  he 
(Breckinridge)  would  be  back  at  Prestonburg  on  or  about  the  10th  of 
October  and  would  assume  command  as  general,  and  that  all  the  com- 
panies willing  to  serve  under  him  would  meet  at  that  spot;  and  further 
that  the  main  body  of  Beauregard's  army  would  winter  in  Kentucky 
and  that  they  (the  secessionists)  need  not  be  afraid;  they  would  be 
supported.  As  many  as  eight  mounted  messengers  have  left  Stanton's 
house  in  one  night.  He  has  harbored  in  his  house  an  officer  of  the 
Confederate  Army.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  armed  men  of  this 
neighborhood  have  gone  to  Prestonburg  under  his  advice  and  aid.  He 
is  the  soul  of  the  rebellion  in  this  part  of  Kentucky.  After  becoming 
satisfied  of  his  doings  I  arrested  him  and  sent  him  to  General  Mitchel 
and  he  is  now  at  Camp  Chase. 

My  object  in  writing  is  to  request  that  he  may  be  removed  farther 
from  the  scene  of  his  villainies.  He  is  too  close  to  us  still.  He  is  a 
man  of  wonderful  intellectual  energy,  personally  truculen  t  and  cowardly 
but  morally  a  very  Catiline.  His  arrest  has  struck  secession  dumb 
here. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  NELSON, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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(Indoraemenf.l 

War  Dkpaetment,  October  14, 18G1. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  tlie  Secretary  of  State  with  request  to  Lave 
prisoners  removed  and  cared  for  as  indicated  by  General  Nelson. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Depaetment  of  Sta'J'e,  Washington  October  14, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  Nelson,  Camp  Kenton,  near  Maysville,  Ky. 
General:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  relative  to  the  arrest  of 

E.  H  Stanton  and  six  other  active  secessionists  has  been  received  from 
the  "War  Department.  You  will  please  send  them  to  Fort  Lafayett*, 
New  York  Harbor,  and  report  to  this  Department. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Camp  Chase  Prison,  [Columbus,]  Ohio,  October  14, 1861. 
Harrison  Taylor,  Esq., 

F.  T.  Hood,  Esq. 

Gentlemen:  We  appeal  to  you  as  fellow-townsmen  and  personal 
friends  to  lay  before  the  proper  authorities  this  communication  and  if 
possible  procure  our  release  or  return  to  Kentucky.  W^e  assure  you 
that  it  is  not  our  intention  and  never  has  been  in  any  manner  to  violate 
any  law  of  the  Federal  or  State  government  or  to  resist  the  authorities 
of  either.  The  constituted  authorities  of  the  State  having  declared  by 
legal  enactments  the  policy  of  the  Government  and  the  duty  of  its  citi- 
zens the  only  course  for  us  and  all  other  persons  in  the  State  is  to  give 
cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws.  This  we  have  always  intended  to  and 
we  pledge  ourselves  we  will  in  good  faith  do  if  permitted  to  return 
home. 

We  authorize  you  for  each  and  all  of  us  to  pledge  us  to  the  proper 
authorities  that  as  good  citizens  we  will  give  implicit  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  the  Federal  and  State  governments  and  in  no  manner  know- 
ingly resist  or  violate  either.  We  are  citizens  of  Kentucky;  our  fate 
and  our  fortunes  are  identified  with  her  and  she  having  decided  the 
controversy  between  the  parties  we  deem  it  our  duty  cheerfully  to  acqui- 
esce in  the  decision  of  the  constituted  authorities  and  to  give  to  the 
laws  of  Kentucky  and  of  the  United  States  our  cordial  obedience.  We 
trust  you  know  us  well  enough  to  believe  that  this  pledge  will  be  kept 
in  good  faith. 

With  much  respect,  we  are,  your  friends, 

R.  H.  STANTON. 

B.  F.  THOMAS. 

WM.  HUNT. 

ISAAC  NELSON. 

JAMBS  H.  HALL. 

GEO.  FOERESTER. 


Office  of  District  Attorney, 

Cincinnati,  October  26, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  In  pursuance  of  your  telegram  to  the  marshal  of  this 
district  directing  the  release  of'W.  B.  Tolle,  of  Mason  County,  Ky.,  a 


918  PRISONERS    OF   WAR,    ETC. 

prisoner  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoti  that  the 
prisoner  has  been  released  on  taking  and  subscribing  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Government,  which  oath  subsci-ibed  by  him  is  herewith 
inclosed.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  BALL, 
U.  8.  Attorney. 


New  York  City,  November  i,  1801. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Myself  and  six  other  citizens  from  Maysville,  Ky.,  were  arrested 
at  that  place  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  1861,  by  order  of  General  Nelson, 
then  in  command  of  the  camp  at  that  place,  under  a  general  charge  of 
treason  against  the  United  States.  At  the  time  we  were  taken  we  were 
engaged  in  our  usual  and  ordinary  occupations,  never  having  been  in 
any  manner  engaged  in  the  rebellion  or  intended  to  do  so.  We  never 
contributed  money,  never  advised  men  to  go  in  tlie  Southern  array,  nor 
in  any  other  manner  committed  any  act  of  disloyalty  to  the  Government. 
We  have  never  been  informed  of  any  specific  charge  against  us  and  are 
utterly  unconscious  of  having  done  anything  to  Justify  our  arrest. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  say  to  you  that  we  were  in  favor  of  Kentucky 
maintaining  a  neutral  position  in  the  contest  and  equally  opposed  to  the 
invasion  of  the  State  by  the  Federal  forces  or  by  the  Confederates  and 
advocated  that  policy,  hoi)ing  that  the  State  would  be  in  a  ])osition  to 
maintain  peace  within  her  borders  and  mediate  between  the  two  sections 
so  as  to  restore  peace  and  safety  to  the  Union.  But  Kentucky  by  her 
legally  constituted  authorities  decided  not  to  remain  neutral  and 
passed  laws  in  pursuance  of  that  policy.  As  good  citizens  we  felt  it 
our  duty  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  State  and  at  the  time  of  our  arrest  as 
wo  had  always  done  were  giving  cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws  of  both 
the  State  and  Federal  governments. 

When  arrested  at  Maysville  one  circuit  Judge  issued  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  in  our  behalf  which  was  not  allowed  by  the  general  to  be  executed 
and  we  were  hurried  away  from  the  State.  In  Ohio  a  similar  writ  was 
issued  by  the  Judge  of  the  U.  S.  court  and  that  forbidden  to  be  executed 
by  General  Mitchel  wlio  sent  us  to  Camp  Chase  where  we  have  been 
kept  for  a  month  and  are  now  on  our  way  to  Fort  Layfayette  where  we 
have  been  ordered. 

Thus  you  see  that  we  have  made  every  effort  in  our  power  to  have  a 
legal  investigation  of  our  case  and  to  meet  any  charges  which  may 
exist  against  us  if  any  but  with  no  effect.  We  are  citizens  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  disposed  to  obey  all  the  laws  of  it  and  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, and  have  been  thus  as  we  most  humbly  conceive  most 
unjustly  dealt  with.  We  have  never  been  disloyal  to  the  Government 
nor  intended  to  be,  and  are  willing  in  good  faith  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  keep  it  with  scru[)ulous  fidelity.  We  ajjpeal  to  you  to  per- 
mit our  release  on  the  condition  that  we  take  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  or  if 
you  prefer  it  direct  that  we  be  returned  to  Kentucky  and  delivered  to 
some  U.  S.  commissioner  to  inquire  into  our  cases  and  if  there  be  any 
charges  against  us  that  we  may  be  tried  by  the  loyal  tribunals  of  this 
country. 

Tlie  following  are  the  names  of  the  prisoners:  R.  H.  Stanton,  Benja- 
min F.  Thomas,  William  Hunt,  William  T.  Oasto,  George  Forrester, 
Isaac  Nelson  and  James  H.  Hall. 

*  Omitted. 
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We  understaiul  we  are  ordered  by  you  to  Port  Lafayette.  The  pris- 
oners from  that  fort  have  been  ordered  to  Port  Warreu.  We  beg  you 
not  to  permit  us  to  be  taken  to  Port  Warren  but  return  us  to  Cincin- 
nati or  to  Kentucky  by  tbe  guard  now  with  us,  that  our  cases  may  be 
legally  examined  if  you  will  not  order  our  release  upon  the  terms  above 
proposed. 

Tery  respectfully, 

K.  H.  STANTON. 


Maysville,  Ky.,  November  11, 1801. 
Tbe  undersigned  citizens  of  Maysville  would  state  that  they  are  well 
acijuaiuted  with  their  fellow-citizens  It.  H.  Stanton,  James  H.  Hall,  Ben- 
jamin P,  Thomas,  Isaac  Nelson,  William  T.  Gasto,  William  Hunt  and 
George  Forrester  who  have  lately  been  arrested  in  our  city  and  sent 
out  of  our  State  for  either  past  political  offenses  or  from  a])prehension 
that  such  offenses  might  be  committed  by  them.  We  are  informed  by 
those  in  whom  we  have  confidence  that  all  these  prisoners  (with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Casto,  w^ho  protests  his  innocence  of  any  offense  and 
demands  a  trial)  have  over  their  own  signatures  j)ledged  themselves  to 
abide  by  and  perform  all  the  laws  of  the  State  and  Pederal  govern- 
ments and  yield  a  cheerful  acquiesence  to  all  such  authority;  that  as 
Kentucky  has  taken  her  position  in  the  controversy  now  dividing  the 
country,  and  that  as  good  citizens  whose  interests  are  identified  with 
her  they  will  do  nothing  to  militate  against  that  position.  We  are 
also  informed  that  all  of  these  prisoners  without  exception  have  signi- 
fied their  entire  willingness  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State 
and  Pederal  governments,  and  this  they  propose  to  do  cheerfully  and 
willingly.  They  are  also  willing  to  be  tried  by  any  of  the  courts  of 
Kentucky  for  any  and  every  charge  that  may  be  preferred  against  them 
or  to  give  any  bonds  with  security  of  undoubted  character  for  their 
future  good  behavior.  From  our  personal  knowledge  of  these  gentle- 
men and  their  standing,  position  and  character  in  our  community  if 
they  should  now  under  all  the  circumstances  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance or  otherwise  promise  fidelity  and  loyalty  to  the  general  and  State 
governments  we  believe  that  full  confidence  maybe  placed  in  their  com- 
plying with  that  obligation, 

0.  B.  COONS. 

J.  BAKBOUE. 

LEWIS  COLLINS. 

A.  M.  JANNAEY. 

H.  T.  PEAECEY. 

JAS.  A.  JOHNSON. 

M.  P.  MAESHALL, 
Senator  of  Marion  and  Lewis  Counties,  Ky. 


Maysville,  Ky.,  November  18, 1801. 
The  Pee.sident  of  vhe  United  States. 

SiK:  The  undersigned  Union  men  of  Kentucky  take  the  liberty  of 
laying  before  Your  Excellency  the  copy  of  a  communication*  addressed 
to' P.  T.  Hood  and  H.  Taylor  by  E.  H.  Stanton,  Isaac  Nelson,  Benjamin 
P.  Thomas,  James  H.  Hall,  William  Hunt  and  George  Forrester,  dated 

*  Omitted  here.    Tliis  letter  will  be  found  iu  its  proper  chronological  order  at  p.  917. 
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October  14, 1861.  These  men  were  arrested  iu  this  city,  sent  to  Camp 
Chase  and  from  there  to  Fort  Lafayette  wliere  they  are  now  confined. 
We  understand  that  they  are  political  prisoners.  We  are  not,  how- 
ever, fully  informed  of  the  exact  nature  of  the  charges  preferred  against 
them  or  upon  which  they  were  arrested. 

The  original  communication  from  them  is  in  the  possession  of  Briga- 
dier-General Nelson  but  we  transmit  herewith  a  true  copy  of  it.  With- 
out intending  to  be  understood  as  indorsing  the  protestations  of 
innocence  contained  in  the  document  we  respectfully  ask  that  they 
may  be  discharged  from  imprisonment  and  returned  to  their  families 
upon  condition  that  they  will  come  under  such  obligations  as  will 
satisfy  the  Government  and  the  community  to  which  they  desire  to 
return  of  their  intention  hereafter  to  conduct  themselves  as  loyal, 
obedient  citizens  to  the  constituted  authorities  of  both  the  Federal  and 
State  governments.  We  also  take  the  liberty  of  laying  before  you  a 
copy  of  the  proclamation  of  Brigadier-General  Sherman,  lately  in  com- 
mand of  the  Military  Department  of  Kentucky,  concerning  arrests  of 
this  character. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

FEANCIS  T.  HOOD. 

H.  TAYLOE. 

[Incluaure.] 
HeADQUAETEES   DEPAETMENT   of   CUMBEEL4ND, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  October  31,  1861. 
The  removal  of  prisoners  (except  spies  and  prisoners  of  war)  from 
the  State  without  giving  them  an  opportunity  for  trial  by  the  loyal  tri- 
bunals of  the  country  does  not  meet  the  approval  of  the  commanding- 
general.  It  is  ordered  that  all  such  prisoners  now  under  arrest  or  who 
may  hereafter  be  arrested  shall  be  taken  before  a  judge  or  commis- 
sioner of  the  United  States  most  convenient  to  the  place  of  arrest,  to 
be  examined  and  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  November  22,  1861. 
Mr.  William  Nelson  Newell,  Maysville,  Ky. 

Deae  Sie:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  November  8  asking  my 
interposition  in  behalf  of  Isaac  Nelson  and  six  others  who  are  under 
arrest  and  have  been  conveyed  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  State.  I 
have  no  jurisdiction  over  the  case  in  any  way  as  the  parties  are  no 
longer  in  this  department,  but  any  communication  their  friends  may 
address  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding  them  I  will  favorably 
indorse. 

liespectfully, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

NOVEMBEU   2li,  1861. 

Hon.  Seceetaey  of  Wae: 

I  have  read  the  letter  on  the  other  side  of  this  sheet  from  General 
Sherman  to  William  Nelson  Newell.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  advising 
the  release  of  Isaac  Nelson  upon  his  agreeing  to  be  a  loyal  citizen  of 
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the  State  of  Kentucky  and  United  States.    I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent this  district  in  the  senate  of  Kentucky,  and  am  of  an  opinion  that 
the  release  of  Mr.  Nelson  upon  his  oath  will  be  acceptable  to  the  people 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States. 
I  ain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M,  P.  MARSHALL. 


Camp  near  Louisvillk,  Ky.,  November  29, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  In  October  last  for  reasons  that  met  the  approval  of  the  War 
Department  I  arrested  and  seuttoColumbus,  Ohio,  the  following  active 
secessionists,  viz,  R.  H.  Stanton,  William  Hunt,  William  T.  Casto,- 
Isaac  Nelson,  George  Forrester,  B.  F.  Thomas  and  James  H.  Hall.  At 
my  request  these  persons  were  afterward  transferred  to  Fort  Lafay- 
ette. The  campaign  on  the  Big  Sandy  has  completely  quieted  the 
eastern  portion  of  Kentucky  for  the  present  at  least,  and  I  beg  to 
request  that  these  men  with  the  exception  of  R.  H.  Stanton  may  be 
released  on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  which  they  are  willing 
and  anxious  to  do.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  course  in  regard  to  them 
would  be  of  service  to  the  cause  in  that  portion  of  the  State.  Their 
power  to  do  harm  is  at  au  end  even  if  they  were  so  inclined,  and  they 
are  too  small  game  to  hold  longer. 

Not  so,  however,  with  Stanton.  He  served  several  terms  in  Con- 
gress and  is  an  astute,  truculent  fellow  and  the  head  of  the  secession 
movement  in  Northeastern  Kentucky.  This  man's  industry  and  being 
wholly  unscrupulous  renders  him  too  dangerous  to  be  turned  loose. 

Trusting  that  it  may  suit  your  views  of  policy  to  grant  my  request,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  NELSON, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Louisville,  November  30, 1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sevfard,  Secretary  of  State: 

It  is  ad^'isable  to  release  all  except  Stanton.    On  no  account  release 

him. 

NELSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  J,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  Let  William  T.  Casto,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  be 
i  eleased  on  takiu  g  the  oath  of  allegiance*  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrec- 
tion against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government  nor  hold 
any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those  States 
without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State:  and  also  that  he  will 
not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insur- 
rection. I  transmit  this  order  to  Robert  Murray,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal, 
who  has  been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  examina- 

•  Casto  declined  to  take  the  oath  aud  was  not  released  uutil  February  22,  1862. 
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tion  to  be  made  iu  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prisoners 
discharged  from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other 
improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  fort. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

[Note. — This  order  was  also  made  same  day  in  the  cases  of  Isaac 
Nelson,  William  Hunt,  George  Forrester,  James  H.  Hall  and  B.  F. 
Thomas.] 


Port  Lafayette,  December  6, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  General  Nelson  remon- 
strates with  the  Department  against  my  release,  and  it  may  be  that  my 
release  may  not  be  granted  on  that  accouut.  I  have  now  been  in  custody 
for  two  months,  one-half  of  which  was  si)ent  in  a  most  comfortless  and 
exposed  condition  at  Camp  Chase,  the  consequence  of  which  is  that  my 
health  has  been  greatly  impaired  and  part  of  the  time  I  have  remained 
here  I  have  been  quite  sick.  If  it  is  not  your  intention  to  grant  mean 
immediate  release  I  respectfully  ask  that  you  will  grant  me  a  parole  for 
one  month  to  remain  in  New  York  City  and  Brooklyn.  I  have  a  sister 
living  at  Brooklyn  at  whose  house  I  would  stay  but  would  like  to  have 
the  privilege  of  going  to  the  city.  If  it  please  you  to  grant  me  this 
favor  I  shall  be  ever  giateful. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  H.  STANTON. 

[luclosuro.] 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  December  6, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  &c. 

Sir:  From  what  1  know  of  the  prisoner,  Mr.  Stanton,  I  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  his  request  be  granted  provided  the  Hon. 
Frederick  P.  Stanton,  of  Kansas,  would  be  a  guarantee  of  the  parole 
of  his  brother. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Artilllery,  Commanding. 

Fort  Hamilton,  Netv  York  Harbor,  December  7, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sem^ard,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  Please  receive  oatbs  of  allegiance  and  stipulations  of  George 
Forrester,  James  H.  Hall,  Isaac  Nelson,  William  Hunt  and  Benjamin  F. 
Thomas.    This  by  authority  of  yours  of  the  4th  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKi:, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Artillery,  Commanding. 

[Inclosurc] 

I,  George  Forrester,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect 
and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same  any  ordinance,  resolu- 
tion or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  not- 
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withstanding;  and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination, 
pledge  and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  what- 
soever; and  further  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the 
duties  which  may  be  required  of  me  by  law,  and  that  I  will  neither 
enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  Government  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with 
persons  residing  in  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  also  that  I  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United 
States  during  the  present  insurrection.    So  help  me  God. 

GEOEGE  EOER  ESTER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  December,  1861. 

liOBT.  MURRAY, 

U.  8.  Marnhal. 

[Note. — The  oath  and  stipulation  signed  by  Messrs.  Hall,  Hunt, 
Nelson  and  Thomas  was  identical  with  the  above.l 


Washington,  December  7,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Having  called  to  pay  my  respects  to  you  without  succeeding  in 
obtaining  an  interview  I  trouble  yon  with  this  letter.  A  number  of  my 
constituents  and  townsmen  were  arrested  by  Brigadier-General  Nelson 
in  Maysville,  Ky.,  sent  to  Gamp  Ghase,  Ohir),  and  thence  to  Fort 
Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor.  1  remember  the  following,  viz,  R.  H. 
Stanton,  esq.,  W.  T.  Gasto,  James  H.  Hall,  Benjamin  P.  Thomas,  William 
Hunt.  Isaac  Nelson  and  George  Forrester.  These  persons  were  arrested 
without  warrant  and  instantly  hurried  from  their  homes  and  State  and 
a  trial  by  habeas  corpus  denied.  The  public  safety  may  require  the 
arrest  and  detention  in  this  manner  of  dangerous  and  important  per- 
sons; nevertheless  I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  a  number  of 
these  citizens  should  at  once  be  discharged  and  sent  home  to  their 
families  and  friends.  1  will  name  such  as  I  place  in  this  class:  William 
Hunt,  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Isaac  Nelson,  George  Forrester  and  James 
H.  Hall.  The  four  first  named  are  unimportant  persons — very  much 
out  of  place  in  Fort  Lafayette.  I  do  not  believe  anything  can  be  estab- 
lished against  them  but  secession  talk  and  sentiments.    *    *    * 

General  Nelson  after  their  arrest  freely  consulted  with  me  and  I  with 
him  and  I  assert  that  no  facts  came  to  our  knowledge  compromising 
them.  General  Nelson  promised  me  before  we  left  for  Prestonbnrg  to 
interfere  in  their  behalf,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  they  should  be 
allowed  to  come  home.  Their  families  (my  neighbors)  are  in  great  dis- 
tress. They  promise  obedience  to  the  laws.  They  are  slight,  unim- 
portant people.  I  strongly  recommend  their  immediate  release  and  to 
this  end  I  am  a  respectful  petitioner.  I  protest  against  their  further 
imprisonment  without  a  trial  at  least  in  tlie  loyal  and  ])eaceful  place  of 
their  arrest. 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  the  Kentucky  Members  of  Congress  as  well 
as  to  myself  to  know  that  Mr.  Stanton  and  Charles  S.  Morehead  and 
other  Kentuckians  held  as  prisoners  are  made  as  comfortable  as  their 
former  standing  and  habits  require  and  the  public  interest  permits.  I 
trust  you  will  excuse  this  remark  since  I  have  heard  through  a  col- 
league that  Mr.  Morehead  was  not  comfortably  lodged. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very 
truly,  your  obedient  servant,  &c., 

W.  H.  WADSWORTH. 
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TJ.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  New  Yorlc,  December  11,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washingt07i. 

Sib  :  The  inclosed  letter  was  received  by  me  this  day  from  R.  H .  Stanton 
now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.  I  know  nothingof  the  merits  of  his  case 
beyond  the  fact  that  the  five  K  entuckians  discharged  by  me  on  Satur- 
day ill  pursuance  to  your  order  vouched  for  his  loyalty  and  his  willing- 
ness to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  accordingly  promised  to  forward 
any  communication  that  he  might  send  me  in  relation  to  his  arrest  to 
the  Dei>artment  of  State,  and  await  your  instructions. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROnEJiT  MURRAY, 

IT.  S.  Marshal. 

[luclosnre.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  December  7,  18(11. 
Robert  Murray,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshal. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  understand  you  were  at  the  fort  to-day,  and  I 
regret  that  I  could  not  have  had  an  interview  with  you.  The  Kentucky 
prisoners  who  were  arrested  with  me  you  are  aware  were  released  to-day. 
Our  cases  are  precisely  alike.  ]!foue  of  us  had  committed  any  oftense 
a.;d  there  existed  in  the  Department  at  Washington  no  cliarges  against 
either  of  us.  I  am  detained  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  through  the 
instrumentality  of  one  or  two  malignant  men  who  have  abused  the  con- 
fidence of  General  Nelson.  I  have  never  taken  any  pait  in  the  rebellion, 
never  designed  to  do  so,  nor  have  I  contributed  in  anyway  to  aid  it.  f 
have  always  given  cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws,  never  advocated  the 
secession  of  Kentucky,  and  have  always  been  willing  to  take  and  keeii 
in  good  faith  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  have  been  informed  by  Mr. 
Forrester  that  you  kindly  propose  to  intercede  for  my  release  upon  a 
statement  from  me  of  what  I  am  willing  to  do.  I  do  not  know  anything 
else  1  can  do  more  than  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  The  rebellion  does 
not  rage  in  my  region  nor  do  I  know  of  any  intention  there  upon  the 
part  of  anybody  to  engage  in  it.  If  I  had  the  disposition  to  do  wrong 
I  could  do  no  harm  there  and  no  possible  injury  could  result  from  my 
release.  If  you  can  aid  me  in  effecting  it  1  shall  be  under  everlasting 
obligations  to  you. 

With  great  res])ect,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  STANTON. 

V.  S. — My  health  has  been  very  mucn  impaired  since  my  confinement 
and  I  feel  sure  I  cannot  improve  in  that  res])ect  while  here. 


Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  December  17,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  :  Near  three  months  ago  while  giving  cheerful  obedience  to  the 
laws  and  in  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  my  usual  and  ordinary  occupations 
I  with  several  other  citizens  of  Maysville,  Ky.,  was  arrested  by  order  of 
General  William  Nelson  and  sent  to  Ohio,  where  I  was  imprisoned  at 
Camp  Chase  for  a  month  and  from  thence  transferred  to  this  fort  where 
I  have  been  kept  confined  ever  since. 

At  the  time  of  my  arrest  there  was  no  insurrection  in  my  neighbor- 
hood and  none  intended  or  contemplated.  I  had  never  engaged  in  the 
rebellion  or  thought  for  a  single  moment  of  doing  so.    I  never  encour- 
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aged  others  to  do  so,  but  on  the  contrary  exerted  myself  to  restrain  the 
young  men  of  my  county  from  going  ott'  to  the  rebel  army,  and  practical 
proof  of  this  fact  1  am  informed  is  on  record  in  the  State  l^epartmeut. 

I  was,  however,  most  earnestly  opposed  to  the  sending  of  arms  into 
Kentucky,  and  believed  that  the  arming  of  one  political  party  against 
the  other  could  result  in  no  good  and  was  only  calculated  to  engender 
trouble.  I  was  opposed  also  to  the  invasion  of  the  State  by  either  the 
Federal  troops  or  the  Confederates  and  advocated  in  good  faith  the  per- 
fect neutrality  of  Kentucky,  believing  if  the  war  could  be  kept  from 
within  her  borders  it  would  not  only  save  her  from  a  terrible  calamity 
but  place  her  in  such  a  position  as  would  enable  her  to  mediate  between 
the  parties  and  bring  about  a  restoration  of  peace  and  re-cstablishment 
of  the  Union.  1  sincerely  believed  if  when  in  your  letter  to  Governor 
MagofMn  you  left  the  matter  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Federal  troops 
from  the  State  to  the  Union  Representatives  of  Kentucky  they  had 
agreed  to  a  withdrawal  both  armies  would  have  been  withdrawn  and 
the  State  not  only  saved  from  the  horrors  of  war,  but  in  a  position  by 
her  wise  counsels  to  have  brought  about  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the 
national  troubles.  In  accordance  with  these  views  I  voted.  My  views 
in  this  respect  may  have  been  unwise  and  erroneous  but  they  were  at 
least  sincere.  Because  I  entertained  and  advocated  them  I  was  I  sup- 
pose considered  a  secessionist. 

I  never  did  advocate  the  secession  of  Kentucky  and  no  man  lives 
who  can  truthfully  say  I  did,  I  know  that  I  have  been  misrepresented 
and  maligned  to  the  Government.  It  can  only  have  been  done  by  men 
who  are  my  personal  foes.  I  declare  to  you  upon  the  honor  of  a  gen- 
tleman that  1  never  had  a  thought  of  disobeying  any  law  of  either  the 
State  or  General  Government  or  taking  part  in  any  rebellion  either 
against  the  State  or  Federal  Government.  When  the  legislature  of 
Kentucky  after  Governor  Magoffin's  receipt  of  your  letter  refused  to 
request  the  withdrawal  of  the  Federal  troops  and  established  a  differ- 
ent policy,  I  considered  the  questions  which  before  that  had  divided  the 
people  as  Anally  settled  and  as  a  good  citizen  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
submit  to  and  obey  the  laws  which  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
State  had  enacted  in  pursuance  of  that  policy.  1  did  obey  the  laws  and 
never  had  a  thought  of  doing  otherwise. 

General  Kelson  when  he  caused  my  arrest  knew  nothing  ijersonally 
of  my  disposition  or  sentiments.  I  feel  satisfied  if  he  had  known  my 
real  views,  conduct  and  intentions  I  would  not  have  been  arrested. 
He  doubtless  acted  from  the  representations  of  others  who  misled  him. 
It  was  natural  to  suppose  that  because  I  was  earnestly  opposed  to  arm- 
ing one  party  in  the  State  against  the  other,  opposed  to  making  Ken- 
tucky a  bloody  battlefield  and  in  favor  of  neutrality  that  I  was  therefore 
a  secessionist  and  rebel.  I  was  neither,  and  at  the  time  of  my  arrest 
was  giving  cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws,  quietly  pursuing  my  ordinary 
business  and  with  no  thought  or  intention  of  disloyalty  either  to  the 
Federal  or  State  government. 

1  have  signified  my  perfect  willingness  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  have  never  doubted  that  my  public  and  private  character  were  a 
sufficient  guarantee  that  I  would  keej)  it  in  good  faith.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, that  I  cannot  be  released  and  am  kept  a  prisoner  here.  Those 
arrested  with  me  have  all  been  released  upon  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  I  cannot  comprehend  the  reason  why  I  am  made  the  solitary 
exception  to  a  rule  which  it  seems  has  been  applied  to  all  others  against 
whom  no  charges  of  crime  are  alleged,  which  1  understand  is  true  as  to 
myself.     I  appeal  to  your  justice  and  humanity  to  cause  me  to  be 
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released.  I  declare  before  Ligli  Heaven  that  I  bave  done  nothing  or 
ever  intended  to  do  anything  wbicb  if  done  would  merit  this  punish- 
ment. If  I  am  charged  with  any  act  of  disloyalty  or  intention  to  com- 
mit any  act  of  disloyalty  it  is  a  monstrous  falsehood  come  from  whom 
it  may. 

I  have  a  very  large,  helpless  and  dependent  family,  perhaps  as  large 
if  not  the  very  largest  in  my  neighborhood,  upon  whoin  my  exile  from 
home  and  imprisonment  falls  most  heavily.  They  need  my  care  and 
protection,  and  I  beg  you  to  interpose  your  authority  and  spare  them 
further  suffering  by  ordering  my  release.  With  great  confidence  in 
your  sense  of  justice  and  humanity,  I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  STANTON. 


Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  December  18, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  you  an  article  taken  from 
The  Maysville  (Ky.)  Eagle  of  the  12th  instant  containing  a  refutation  of 
a  vile  and  infamous  calumny  which  it  seems  has  been  used  to  fasten 
upon  me  the  guilt  of  disloyalty,  and  I  respectfully  ask  that  the  article 
may  have  your  attention.  I  have  been  imprisoned  now  near  three 
months  and  though  having  made  every  exertion  in  my  power  to  ascer- 
tain what  charges  were  made  against  me  this  is  the  only  S]>ecific  and 
definite  one  of  which  I  have  yet  heard.  I  suppose  it  forms  tlie  basis  of 
General  Nelson's  request  of  the  Department  that  I  may  be  detained  as 
a  prisoner.  It  turns  out  to  be  a  base  and  slanderous  falsehood  and 
shows  with  what  facility  in  these  times  bad  men  may  engender  mischief. 

If  there  are  any  other  charges  against  me  directly  imputing  disloyal 
acts  or  intentions  or  even  insinuating  them  against  me  I  declare  before 
high  Heaven  they  are  false  no  matter  by  whom  made,  and  I  pledge  my 
life  that  they  are  as  susceptible  of  as  clear  and  satisfactory  a  refutation 
as  the  one  referred  to  in  The  Eagle.  General  Nelson  when  he  caused 
my  arrest  knew  nothing  nor  could  he  have  known  anything  personally 
of  either  my  conduct,  disposition  or  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  then 
existing  troubles.  He  has  no  doubt  therefore  been  imposed  upon  and 
misled  by  bad  men  who  are  too  ready  in  these  times  to  invent  slanders 
upon  those  whom  they  dislike  and  to  magnify  mere  suspicions  into 
veritable  facts. 

With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  STANTON. 

[Iiicloaure.] 

The  gentlemen  who  were  arrested  in  this  city  by  order  of  General  Nel- 
son last  fall  have  been  released  and  have  returned  to  this  city,  with  the 
exception  of  Messrs.  Stanton  and  Casto  who  were  detained  in  custody. 
The  citizens  of  Maysville  are  ijleased  with  the  release  of  these  gentle- 
men from  confinement,  receiving  it  as  an  indication  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  satisfactory  assurances  that  their  being  at  liberty  will  not  be 
I)roductive  of  evil  to  the  cause  or  disturb  the  peace  of  this  community. 
We  are  informed  that  Mr.  Casto  refused  to  take  the  oath  and  the  Govern- 
ment officials  did  not  feel  justified  in  releasing  him  until  he  had  entered 
into  obligations  of  fealty  to  the  Government. 

We  have  not  been  informed  of  the  special  reasons  which  induced  the 
longer  confinement  of  Mr.  Stanton  but  we  are  told  it  was  done  by  the 
order  of  General  Nelson  who  ma,y  have  evidence  against  him  sulBcient 
to  warrant  a  civil  prosecution.    We  feel  that  it  is  fin  p.  tn  Mr.  st.ant.nn 
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to  correct  a  misstatement  coucerniiig  liim  made  by  this  paper  on  what 
any  one  wouhl  take  as  good  authority.  In  speaking  of  the  skirmish  at 
Grayson  we  said  that  one  of  the  prisoners  had  made  a  confession  which 
implicated  Mr.  Stanton  in  a  conspiracy  to  invade  Kentucky  and  seize 
upon  this  city.  We  are  informed  that  the  man,  whose  name  is  Martin, 
has  made  oath  that  he  never  made  such  a  confession  and  that  he  knows 
nothing  of  any  connection  of  Mr.  Stanton  with  the  raids  upon  this  State. 

Frankfort,  Ky.,  December  19, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  The  undersigned  Union  members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Kentucky  earnestly  request  that  Richard  H.  Stanton,  of  Ken- 
tucky, now  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafayette,  may  be  returned  to  Kentucky 
for  trial  before  the  proper  tribunal  within  this  Commonwealth.  We  are 
satisfied  that  the  detention  longer  of  Mr.  Stanton  will  subserve  no  pub- 
lic interest.  His  return  for  trial  will  gratify  many  true  friends  of  the 
(iovernment,  satisfied  as  they  are  that  if  Mr.  S.  has  been  gnilty  of  an 
otl'ense  against  the  Government  he  will  be  punished;  if  innocent  an 
opportunity  will  be  aflbrded  him  to  vindicate  himself. 
Very  respectfully, 

George  P.  Webster,  Gyrus  Campbell,  Jno.  W.  Finnell,  L.  W. 
Andrews,  Geo.  H.  Yeaman,  Joseph  Ricketts,  J.  E.  Thomas, 
W.  L.  Conklin,  Rich'd  J.  Browne,  F.  L.  Cleveland,  Rich'd 
A.  Buckner,  Geo.  M.  Thomas,  Wm.  J.  Heady,  H.  Griffith, 
J.  H.  Harney,  V.  B.  Young,  J.  W.  Anderson,  B.  J.  Clay, 
James  Calvert,  J.  B.  Cochran,  II.  Cochran,  A.  A.  Curtis, 
Alf.  Allen. 

We  would  be  satisfied  with  the  release  of  Mr.  Stanton  upon  his  tak- 
ing the  oath  of  allegiance  and  voluntarily  coming  under  obligations  to 
the  Government  and  to  the  community  to  which  he  desires  to  return  to 
conduct  himself  as  a  loyal  citizen  to  the  State  and  Federal  governments. 
George  Poindexter,  H.  Taylor,  W.  C.  Ireland,  P.  L.  Maxey, 
V.  B.  Young,  D.  P.  Mears,  L.  W.  Andrews,  Alex.  Lusk, 
Otho  Miller,  Joseph  Ricketts,  James  Calvert,  J.  B.  Cochran, 
R.  Cochran,  C.  F.  Bruneaux,  A.  A.  Curtis,  J.  R.  Under- 
wood, B.  R.  Young,  N.  A.  Rapier,  R.  Gibson,  Alf.  Allen, 
Zeb.   Ward,   D.  W.  Johns,  John  W,   Campbell,    J.    R. 
Thomas,  W.  L.  Conklin,  R.  J.  Browne,  F.  L.  Cleveland,  H. 
Griffith,  Wm.  J.  Heady,  J.  H.  Harney,  J.  Tevis,  Nat  Wolfe, 
J.  W.  Anderson,  J.  P.  Sparks,  S.  G.  England,  W.  S.  Rankin. 

The  undersigned  Union  senators  concur  in  the  request  that  R.  H. 
Stanton  be  restored  to  his  liberty  on  taking  required  oath. 

M.  P.  Marshall,  John  F.  Fisk,  R.  H.  Field,  Jas.  H.  G.  Bush, 
W.  B.  Read,  M,  P.  Buster,  James  Speed,  Heurj-  I).  Mc- 
Henry,  S.  E.  De  Haven,  Nathan  McClure,  C.  T.  Worth- 
ington,  I.  A.  Prall,  R.  T.  Baker,  John  B.  Bruner,  T.  T. 
Alexander. 

Fort  Lafayette,  December  22, 1861. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

*  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  a  few  days  since  to  address  you  on  the  subject 
of  my  imprisonment  at  this  place.    You  will  pardon  me  if  I  agaii)  tres- 
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l)ass  upon  your  attention.  I  Lave  never  been  allowed  to  know  the 
exact  charges  upon  which  1  have  been  now  three  months  confined,  but 
General  Leslie  Coombs,  of  Kentucky,  informed  my  brother  a  few  days 
ago  that  he  had  heard  in  Kentucky  that  General  Nelson's  charges 
against  me  were  of  having  had  meetings  and  consultations  at  my  house 
in  aid  and  encouragement  of  the  rebellion,  and  also  that  I  had  some 
agency  in  procuring  arms  for  the  intended  resistance  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  that  quarter.  If  it  be  true  that  such  charges  are  made  against 
me  I  can  only  say  that  they  are  in  every  particular  false  and  untrue 
without  even  the  shadow  of  a  foundation  in  truth.  No  such  meetings 
or  consultations  were  ever  held  at  my  house  at  any  time  by  anybody 
nor  would  I  have  for  a  moment  permitted  it.  No  arms  to  my  knowledge 
were  ever  procured  or  sought  to  be  procured  by  me  or  any  one  else  of 
whom  I  knew  nor  was  any  resistance  to  the  Government  ever  intended  or 
contemplated  that  I  know  of.  The  whole  story  is  a  fabrication.  Fortu- 
nately for  me  two  gentlemen  of  the  highest  standing  and  respectability, 
Mr.  Hiram  Bassett,  teller  in  the  Maysville  Bank  of  Kentucky  and  now 
grand  master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  and  his  father,  James 
Bassett,  esq.,  lived  at  my  house  at  the  time  and  have  actual  personal 
knowledge  that  these  charges  of  General  Nelson  are  false.  They  were 
present  at  home  all  the  time  I  was  myself  and  no  such  meetings  could 
possibly  have  occurred  without  their  knowledge.  General  Leslie 
Coombs,  now  in  Washington,  knows  both  these  gentlemen  and  can 
bear  testimony  to  their  high  character  and  integrity.  I  refer  to  them 
as  well  as  to  all  my  neighbors  in  vindication  of  myself  against  these 
foul  calumnies.  You  are  too  just  to  permit  a  citizen  to  be  unjustly 
oppressed  if  you  can  prevent  it  and  1  appeal  to  you  again  to  interfere 
and  either  direct  my  absolute  release  or  grant  me  a  parole  that  I  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  myself  in  some  satisfactory  way 
against  what  I  again  assure  yon  are  utterly  false  and  groundless 
charges. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient 
servant, 

E.  H.  STANTON. 


Fort  Lafayette,  December  32, 18G1. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sib  :  General  Leslie  Coombs,  of  Kentucky,  informed  my  brother  a  few 
days  ago  that  he  had  heard  in  Kentucky  that  the  charges  made  by  Gen- 
eral William  Nelson  against  me  were  of  having  held  meetings  and  con- 
sultations at  my  house  in  aid  and  encouragement  of  the  rebellion;  also 
that  I  had  some  agency  in  procuring  arms  for  the  intended  resistance  to 
the  Government  in  that  quarter.  My  word  against  that  of  General  Nel- 
son maynotbeof  much  weight  in  my  present  situation,  but  I  beg  never- 
theless to  say  that  if  such  are  the  charges  upon  which  I  am  held  a  pris- 
oner there  is  not  one  word  of  truth  in  them  nor  the  shadow  of  foundation 
in  truth  for  even  a  suspicion  of  the  kind.  There  never  was  a  meeting  or 
consultation  for  such  a  purpose  at  my  house  or  any  other  place  that  ever 
I  attended.  I  never  invited  any  living  soul  there  for  that  purpose  nor 
did  even  any  person  come  nor  would  I  have  permitted  it. 

It  is  equally  false  that  I  had  any  agency  in  procuring  arms  for  the 
"  intended  resistance  to  theGovernment  in  that  quarter."  No  arms  so  far 
as  I  know  ever  were  procured  for  such  a  purpose  or  sought  to1)e  procured, 
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nor  was  there  to  my  knowledge  any  design  to  resist  the  Government  or 
take  up  arms  or  otherwise  engage  in  the  rebellion  in  that  quarter 

I  am  perfectly  amazed  that  such  charges  have  been  made  by  General 
Nelson,  and  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  imagine  how  even  a  suspicion  of  such 
conduct  on  my  part  could  have  been  indulged.  Fortunately  for  me  two 
gentlemen  of  the  highest  standing  and  respectability  in  Maysville  lived 
at  my  honse  at  the  time — Hiram  Bassett,  esq.,  teller  in  the  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  his  father — both  of  whom  know  these  charges  against  me  to 
be  false.  They  were  there  at  my  house  all  the  time  when  1  myself  was 
there  and  I  refer  to  them  and  all  my  neighbors  in  vindication  of  myself 
against  these  foul  calumnies.  General  Leslie  Coombs  is  now  in  Wash- 
ington ;  has  known  Mr.  Hiram  Bassett  (who  is  now  grand  master  of  the 
(Jrand  Lodge  of  Kentucky)  for  many  years  and  can  assure  you  of  his 
integrity  and  high  character.  He  also  knows  Mr.  James  Bassett,  his 
father.  I  beg  further  to  say  that  I  never  wrote  a  line  to  any  living  man 
in  the  seceded  States  on  the  subject  of  the  rebellion  nor  to  any  one  else- 
where in  promotion  of  the  rebellion;  nor  did  I  ever  write  or  talk  to  any 
man  with  a  view  of  procuring  arms  to  resist  the  Government  and  never 
entertained  the  idea  for  a  single  moment  of  encouraging  or  aiding  such 
resistance. 

Having  thus  recorded  my  denial  of  General  Nelson's  charges  against 
me  as  far  as  I  have  learned  them,  and  referred  you  to  persons  by  whom 
they  can  be  actually  disproved,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient 
servant, 

R.  H.  STANTON. 


Department  of  State,  Wtishington,  December  24, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Maktin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  Let  Richard  H.  Stanton,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette, 
be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  I  transmit  this  order  to  Robert  Murray,  esq,,  U.  S. 
marshal,  who  has  been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police 
examination  to  be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of 
prisoners  discharged  from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence 
or  other  improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the 
fort. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary, 


I,  Richard  H.  Stanton,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect 
and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same  any  ordinance,  resolution 
or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge 
and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever; 
and  further  that  1  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which 
mav  be  required  of  me  by  law.    So  help  me  God. 

^  ^  R.  H.  STANTON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  26th  day  of  December,  1861. 

HARRY  B.  NOBLE, 
First  Lieut,  Eighth  Infantry,  Judge-Advocate  of  Court-Martial, 
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Port  Lafayette,  January  10, 1862. 
Hon.  William  A.  Eichardson,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you,  presuming  upon  an  acquaint- 
ance made  some  years  ago  on  Lake  Superior,  when  yon  were  traveling 
with  Mr.  Hanscom,  of  Michigan,  from  Sault  Ste.  Marie  to  Superior  City. 
If  you  should  fail  to  recollect  me  you  may  remember  a  little  excursion 
up  the  Bay  of  Superior  to  some  aborigine  lodges  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1855,  and  a  certain  passage  at  arms  "a  la  skiff  oar"  with  one  of  the 
party  on  our  return. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  to  you  that  I  am  prisoner  here  or  to  detail 
to  you  the  particulars  of  my  arrest  and  imprisonment.  I  will  merely 
state  that  on  the  2d  day  of  October  ultimo  I  was  arrested  in  the  town  of 
Maysville,  Ky.,  by  the  order  of  General  William  Nelson  and  hurried  off 
to  Camp  Chase  in  the  State  of  Ohio  where  I  remained  one  month  and 
was  removed  thence  to  this  place.  Both  at  Maysville  and  Cincinnati 
I  endeavored  faithfully  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  my  arrest  and  only 
learned  a  short  time  since  that  no  charges  have  been  preferred  against 
me.  At  the  time  of  my  arrest  there  was  no  excitement  whatever  in  the 
part  of  the  State  where  I  lived,  and  General  Nelson  established  his 
military  camp  near  our  town  among  citizens  who  were  quietly  pursuing 
their  ordinary  avocations. 

I  should  not  complain  of  the  treatment  I  have  received  at  the  hands 
of  my  enemies  if  I  had  done  anything  to  deserve  it,  and  one  would 
think  that  more  than  three  months'  imprisonment  utterly  without  cause 
would  be  sufficient  to  gratify  the  malice  of  a  fiend.  My  views  in  regard 
to  the  proper  position  for  Kentucky  to  take  in  the  rebellion  could  have 
been  the  only  possible  pretext  for  my  arrest,  for  otherwise  I  had  taken 
no  part  in  politics  whatever.  I  favored  the  neutrality  of  Kentucky 
which  was  advocated  as  you  know  at  one  time  or  another  by  every 
party  in  the  State,  and  have  been  always  anxious  for  the  restoration  of 
peace,  as  I  have  property  interests  both  in  the  North  and  South. 

I  have  been  informed  by  authority  that  no  charges  have  been  sent 
against  me  to  the  offlce  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  I  think  surely  I 
ought  to  be  allowed  my  parole,  I  do  not  know  how  to  proceed  unless 
it  be  to  request  some  friends  to  call  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
make  my  statement.  I  have  property  in  Kentucky  which  I  am  willing 
to  pledge  for  my  parole  if  it  cannot  be  obtained  otherwise.  Three  per- 
sons, Messrs.  Gwin,  Benham  and  Brent,  have  been  thus  released,  and 
I  see  by  this  morning's  papers  that  Governor  Morehead  of  Kentucky 
has  been  released  on  his  parole.  I  have  no  claims  upon  you  except  the 
common  claim  of  humanity,  but  I  shall  be  ever  grateful  to  you  if  you 
will  make  my  cause  known  to  the  proper  authorities  and  secure  my 
release  from  this  long  confinement.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  reply 
to  my  letter? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  CASTO. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  January  16, 1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  Let  W.  T.  Oasto,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  Insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in 
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those  states  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also 
that  he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the 
present  insurrection.  You  will  please  make  the  stipulations  a  part  ol 
the  oath.  I  transmit  this  order  to  Robert  Murray,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal, 
who  has  been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  exami- 
nation to  be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prisoners 
(liscbarged  from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other 
improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  fort. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c.,  • 

F.  W.  SBWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Fort  Lafayette,  January  17, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  Learning  that  all  communications  from  prisoners  in  regard  to 
their  cases  must  be  directed  to  you  and  not  to  anyone  in  the  character 
of  attorney  or  agent,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  respectfully  presenting 
mine.  I  was  arrested  in  Maysville  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  on  the 
2d  day  of  October  last,  by  order  of  General  William  Nelson  and  was 
immediately  sent  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  at  Camp  Chase  near 
Columbus  I  was  kept  for  one  month  and  was  thence  removed  to  this 
place  where  I  have  since  been  detained. 

I  liave  endeavored  assiduously  to  learn  the  cause  of  my  arrest  but 
have  not  heard  up  to  this  time  that  any  charges  whatever  have  been 
alleged  against  me  either  in  Kentucky  or  in  Washington,  and  indeed 
I  am  confident  that  none  to  my  prejudice  can  be  sustained.  At  the 
time  of  my  arrest  there  was  no  excitement  in  regard  to  the  rebellion  in 
the  part  of  the  State  where  I  lived,  but  on  the  contrary  all  was  peace- 
ful and  quiet,  and  so  far  as  I  know  there  was  no  one  aiding  the  rebellion 
by  speech  or  act.  If  my  arrest  was  made  to  gratify  the  ])rivate  malice 
of  enemies  at  home  I  think  that  an  imprisonment  of  nearly  four  months 
far  away  from  my  business  and  friends  would  be  sufficient  to  gratify 
even  them,  but  if  they  should  desire  that  I  be  sent  to  Kentucky  to 
answer  charges  of  treason  or  any  other  charges  I  would  gladly  accept 
tlie  opportunity  it  would  give  me  to  disprove  any  and  ail  allegations 
that  liave  been  made  to  injure  me  in  the  estimation  of  the  community 
in  which  I  reside.  If,  however,  yon  should  not  think  it  advisable  to  send 
me  home  for  trial  I  would  be  glad  to  receive  a  parole  that  will  enable 
me  to  visit  my  home  at  least  for  a  short  time  that  I  may  settle  my  busi- 
ness which  I  left  in  a  deranged  condition  with  nobody  in  my  stead  to 
take  charge  of  it.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  debts  *that  have 
accrued  in  my  favor  and  against  me  cannot  be  arranged  by  an  agent 
without  great  detriment  to  my  interests;  but  1  desire  a  parole  chiefly 
tliat  I  may  vioit  a  near  female  relative  residing  at  Aberdeen  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  who  is  at  the  point  of  death  and  whom  it  would  be  a 
great  gratification  to  see  once  more  if  only  for  a  short  time.  Inclosed 
you  will  find  a  letter*  which  I  received  concerning  her  a  few  days 
ago. 

I  have  no  friend  in  Washington  to  whom  I  can  refer  you  except  per- 
haps Col.  W.  A.  Eichardson,  of  Illinois,  whom  I  met  some  years  ago  on 
Lake  Superior.  I  am  not  certain  that  he  will  remember  me,  but  I  can 
refer  you  to  Col.  W.  H,  Lytic,  U.  S.  Army,  of  Cincinnati,  who  is  my 
friend  and  who  I  feel  confident  would  cheerfully  serve  me  at  this  time. 

*  Omitted. 
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I  may  further  state  that  I  have  some  property  in  Kentucky  and  would 
be  able  to  give  bond  and  security  for  the  faithful  observance  of  my 
parole. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  T.  CASTO. 

P.  S. — Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  return  the  inclosed  letter? 

W.  T.  C. 


Fort  Lafayette,  January  20, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Wasliington. 

Sir  :  Having  written  to  you  a  few  days  ago  in  regard  to  a  parole  and 
receiving  yesterday  a  proffer  of  a  release  condition  3d  on  my  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  to  prevent  any  misapprehension  on  your  part  on 
account  of  my  failure  to  take  the  oath  I  avail  myself  of  the  delay  of 
my  tbrmer  letter  which  has  uot  yet  reached  you  to  address  you  a  few 
lines  that  will  explain  it. 

The  order  states  that  I  was  arrested  on  the  5th  of  November,  whereas 
I  was  arrested  on  the  2d  of  October  and  have  been  in  prison  now  nearly 
four  months.  My  former  letter  will  explain  to  you  the  circumstances 
of  my  arrest  and  other  facts  not  necessary  to  be  repeated  here.  I  am 
confident  as  are  all  my  friends  at  home  that  my  arrest  was  made  to 
gratify  the  private  malice  of  secret  enemies  and  not  on  account  of  any 
disloyal  acts  or  intentions,  which  acts  or  intentions  theyhavebeen  unable 
or  fear  to  allege  against  me.  If  any  charges  could  have  been  even 
plausibly  preferred  against  me  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  nearly 
four  months  during  my  imprisonment  would  have  given  ample  oppor- 
tunity. I  have  never  during  this  long  time  requested  my  release  and 
have  awaited  patiently  the  returning  sense  of  justice  of  those  who  were 
instrumental  in  bringing  me  to  this  trouble. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  addressed  letters  to  Hons.  J.  J.  Crittenden  and 
L.  W.  Powell  to  interest  themselves  to  procure  me  a  parole,  but  they 
have  not  replied  thinking  I  suppose  it  was  not  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  grant  them.  But  finding  that  paroles  were  subsequently 
permitted  to  some  who  were  in  this  and  other  places  for  valid  reasons 
I  have  since  addressed  one  letter  to  yourself  and  another  to  Colonel 
Richardson,  of  Illinois,  the  only  gentleman  in  Washington  with  whom 
I  can  claim  an  acquaintance.  The  oath  in  my  case  it  seems  to  me 
would  imply  that  I  have  at  least  given  some  cause  to  justify  my  long 
imprisonment  and  thus  far  gratify  the  malice  of  enemies  who  have 
traduced  my  character  during  my  absence  and  otherwise  seriously 
injured  me.  As  I  stated  in  my  former  letter  my  business  has  suffered 
and  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  must  suffer  greatly  more  without  my 
personal  attention.  A  short  visit  home  would  enable  me  to  arrange 
my  matters  which  I  left  in  a  very  confused  condition.  I  have  a  near, 
dying  relative  concerning  whom  1  sent  you  a  letter  inclosed  in  my 
former  whom  a  parole  would  enable  me  to  see  likely  for  the  last  time. 
These,  sir,  are  the  only  reasons  I  have  to  offer  you  for  a  brief  parole. 
I  hope  you  may  deem  them  sufficient. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  CASTO, 

P.  S. — Inclosed  you  will  find  the  letter*  referred  to  in  my  former 
letter  but  which  was  omitted  by  mistake. 
W.  T.  0. 

*  Omitted. 
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U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  New  Yorh,  January  21, 1862. 
Hou.  William  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  with  instructions  communicated  in  your  letter  of  the 
1 7th  [1 6th  ?]  instant  I  proceeded  to  Fort  Lafayette  to  administer  the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  release  W.  T.  Casto.    »    *    *    [HeJ  refused  to  take 
the  oath  and  consequently  remains  in  custody,    *    *    * 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  MUEEAT, 

U.  8.  Marshal. 


Wab  Department,  Washington,  February  21, 1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor. 

Colonel:  You  may  release  on  the  22d  of  February  instant  the  fol- 
lowing prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  upon  tlieir  engaging  upon 
their  lionor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in 
hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States:  W.  T.  Casto.  •  *  * 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  February  22, 1862. 
AVe  the  undersigned  do  solemnly  promise  upon  our  word  of  honor 
that  we  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the 
(iovernment  of  the  United  States. 

W.  T.  CASTO. 
[And  35  others.] 


Case  of  Capt.  Michael  Berry. 

Capt.  Michael  Berry,  of  the  "high  seas,"  was  arrested  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  New  York  October  7,  1861,  and  conveyed  to  Fort 
Lafayette,  and  was  on  the  1st  of  November  transferred  to  Fort  Warren. 
The  charges  against  Captain  Berry  were  his  openly  expressed  sympa- 
thy for  the  rebel  cause;  talked  secession  loudly  and  publicly,  and  when 
captain  of  a  steamer  running  between  New  York  and  Charleston  and 
after  South  Carolina  had  formally  seceded  he  carried  the  rebel  flag 
into  and  out  of  the  port  of  Charleston,  and  that  as  a  token  of  his 
loyalty  to  the  rebel  cause  he  was  presented  with  and  accepted  a  cane 
frlun  a  committee  of  citizens  of  Charleston.  Tlie  said  Michael  Berry 
remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  February  15, 1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he 
was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. — From  Record  Book, 
State  Department,  '■'■  Arrests  for  Disloyalty. '^^ 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  24, 1861. 
Hon.  Seth  C.  Hawley,  New  York. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  transmit  to  you  certain  statements  in  reference  to 
the  case  of  Capt.  Michael  Berry,  now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  N,  Y, 
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Will  you  please  consult  John  A.  Kennedy,  esq.,  superiuteudent  of 
police,  and  remit  to  me  with  your  opinion  thereon  these  papers'? 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


413  Broome  Street,  New  York,  November  2, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  B.  G. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  24th  October  in  relation  to  the  case  of 
Capt.  Michael  Berry  was  received  in  due  course  of  mail.  I  have 
delayed  replying  for  a  few  days,  making  search  for  evidence  against 
Mr.  Berry.  I  do  not  find  any  one  who  can  prove  any  specific  acts  of 
Captain  Berry.  The  officers  and  sailors  who  sailed  under  him  to  and 
from  the  port  of  Charleston  during  the  time  when  he  carried  the  rebel 
flag  are  now  absent  with  the  great  naval  expedition.  The  arrest  of 
Mr.  Berry  was  made  upon  the  newspaper  statements  of  the  time. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  communication  I  assume  that  the  allega- 
tions against  him  are  true.  He  has  talked  secession  loudly  and  pub- 
licly. When  captain  of  a  steamer  running  between  this  city  and 
Charleston  and  after  South  Carolina  had  formally  seceded  he  carried 
the  rebel  flag  on  his  ship  into  and  out  of  the  port  of  Charleston,  and 
this  defiantly  in  the  face  of  Fort  Sumter  while  yet  in  possession  of 
U.  S.  forces.  I  take  him  to  be  guilty  enough  and  that  his  guilt  could 
be  established  by  competent  proof.  I  come  to  this  conclusion  from  cir- 
cumstances and  the  general  report  of  his  conduct  by  his  friends. 

1  suppose,  however,  that  tbe  Government  does  not  desire  to  imprison 
every  man  who  Las  been  guilty  of  treason,  but  only  those  whose  liberty 
is  inconsistent  with  the  public  safety.  Captain  Berry  is  not  a  man  of 
influence  or  position  nor  has  he  any  marked  degree  of  ability.  He  is 
intemperate  in  his  habits  and  indiscreet  in  his  manner.  In  manner  he 
is  what  is  described  in  vulgar  phrase  a  "blower."  His  conduct  while 
running  to  and  from  the  port  of  Charleston  was  induced  by  commercial 
greed  which  leads  astray  numbers  of  better  men  than  he.  He  flattered 
the  self-love  of  the  rebels  and  thus  secured  their  applause,  with  which 
he  was  weak  enough  to  be  flattered,  and  their  money.  The  carrying  of 
the  Palmetto  flag  was  of  little  account  practically.  It  did  the  United 
States  no  harm  and  the  rebels  no  good.  It  was  only  a  badge  of  treason 
indicating  the  animus  of  the  man.  Undoubtedly  freights  were  carried 
in  his  ship  which  ofl'ered  real  "aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy."  But  of 
this  there  are  no  proofs  nor  has  that  ever  been  alleged  against  him  as 
an  offense. 

I  think  the  public  safety  does  not  require  the  further  detention  of 
Captain  Berry  and  that  he  may  safely  be  discharged  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance.  Captain  Berry  in  his  commercial  intercourse  with 
Charleston  acted  for  Spoffbrd.  &  Tileston,  the  distinguished  shipping 
house.  The  freights  of  his  ship  were  theirs,  and  though  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  firm  in  ([uestion  forwarded  vast  quantities  of  freights 
wliich  were  contraband  of  war,  even  arms  and  ammunition,  clothing  and 
military  stores,  yet  no  one,  not  even  the  Federal  officials,  ever  ques- 
tioned their  transactions.  They  were  the  principals  in  the  treasonable 
business  and  he  the  agent.  While  they  are  at  large  and  respected  and 
cherished  he  ought  not  to  be  in  durance  unless  the  public  safety 
demands  it. 

Nevertheless  if  you  wish  me  in  these  respects  to  found  my  conclu- 
sions upon  the  legal  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  parties,  then  I  should  be 
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constrained  to  report  adverse  to  Captain  Berry.  But  if  the  suggested 
considerations  of  public  policy  may  be  taken  into  account,  then  for  the 
reasons  stated  I  should  report  in  favor  of  setting  Captain  Berry  at 
liberty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  C.  HAWLET, 

Chief  Cleric. 

I  herewith  return  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Beebe,  Dean  &  Donohue. 


Parker  House,  Boston,  Mass.,  November  14, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  I  have  to-day  made  my  first  visit  to  Fort  Warren.  *  *  »  i 
am  engaged  in  ascertaining  who  among  the  political  prisoners  are 
clearly  not  cases  to  be  set  at  liberty.  By  to-morrow  I  expect  to  com- 
plete that  list,  which  will  narrow  the  field  of  inquiry.  From  among 
the  balance  I  shall  then  try  to  find  out  those  who  clearly  ought  to  be 
set  at  liberty.  I  think  in  some  cases  and  I  fear  in  many  I  may 
be  compelled  to  ask  you  for  such  papers  as  you  may  have  on  file,  but 
of  that  hereafter. 

I  see  that  Michael  Berry  is  yet  a  prisoner.    I  am  glad  of  it.    I  fear 
my  conclusion  forwarded  you  in  his  case  was  erroneous.    Hope  he  will 
not  be  dismissed  on  tlie  strength  of  it  but  held  for  further  consideration. 
He  is  more  of  a  man  and  therefore  more  dangerous  than  I  thought. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

SETH  C.  HAWLEY. 


413  Broome  Street,  Kew  York,  November  23, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  writing  you  a  note  from  Boston  in  relation  to  Capt. 
Michael  Berry  I  have  had  further  interview  with  the  captain  and  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  may  as  well  remain  where  heis.  I  inclose* 
herewith  in  Captain  Berry's  handwriting  his  conditions.  His  prop- 
erty is  wholly  real  estate.  The  assurance  that  the  United  States  will 
guarantee  his  title  against  confiscation  with  500,000  bayonets  makes 
no  impression  upon  the  captain. 

1  think  from  certain  things  said  in  our  interview  that  he  has  it  in 
his  mind  to  go  to  England  and  take  ventures  in  running  the  blockade. 
His  knowledge  of  the  coast  navigation  and  the  wants  of  the  people 
South  would  make  him  troublesome  perhaps. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 


Fort  Warren,  December  3, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  It  is  painful  to  me  now  getting  to  be  an  old  man  bordering  upon 
sixty  years  of  age  and  always  a  ]jeaceable,  law-abiding  citizen  to 
address  one  of  the  high  officers  of  the  United  States  from  the  walls  of 
a  prison,  and  I  assure  you,  sir,  that  this  pain  is  in  no  degree  miti- 
gated by  the  reflection  that  it  is  by  the  order  of  that  high  officer  that 

*Not  found. 
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I  have  been  placed  aud  am  now  detained  within  this  fortress.  Why, 
sir,  am  I  thus  in  my  old  age  deprived  of  my  liberty?  I  know  of  no 
act  on  my  part  which  can  justify  or  even  be  a  pretext  for  my  imprison- 
ment. For  forty-five  years  man  and  boy  I  have  been  sailing  between 
New  York  and  Charleston  and  during  all  that  time  have  changed 
employers  but  once  and  then  only  because  the  party  with  whom  I  first 
engaged  withdrew  from  the  line.  This  ought  to  be  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  my  good  character  and  good  conduct.  Tou,  sir,  have  been  a 
passenger  with  me  between  New  York  and  Charleston  and  ought  to 
know  something  of  me  personally. 

I  know  not  of  any  specific  charge  against  me,  certainly  not  of  any 
offense  against  the  law.  But  it  has  been  rumored  that  I  owe  my  arrest 
and  imprisonment  to  my  having  raised  the  Palmetto  flag  upon  my  ves- 
sel, the  steam -ship  Columbia,  in  March  last.  This  I  do  not  deny;  but 
let  me  explain  the  circumstances.  It  was  a  flag  that  I  had  used  as  my 
private  signal  and  as  a  racing  flag  for  fifteen  years.  I  had  used  that 
same  flag  when  you,  sir,  were  a  passenger  with  me  some  twelve  or  fif- 
teen years  ago,  and  Daniel  Webster,  John  A.  Dix,  and  many  other 
distinguished  citizens  have  sailed  with  me  with  that  flag  flying.  To 
General  Dix  I  rendered  a  great  service  with  it  only  two  years  ago  in 
signaling  a  vessel  sailing  from  Charleston  to  Florida  on  which  he  wished 
to  take  passage  for  Florida  to  visit  his  sick  wife  then  lying  in  a  critical 
state.  In  March  when  I  used  it  in  a  way  which  it  appears  has  given 
offense  there  was  peace  between  the  North  and  the  South  and  business 
and  intercouse  between  the  two  sections  were  prosecuted  as  usual.  My 
vessel  was  still  making  her  accustomed  trips.  In  leaving  New  York  on 
that  occasion  1  made  my  departure  at  the  same  time  with  the  York- 
town,  one  of  the  Richmond  steam-packets  which  led  to  a  trial  of  speed 
between  her  and  the  vessel  which  I  commanded.  In  this  as  in  all  other 
cases  of  the  like  kind  which  had  occurred  hundreds  of  times  I  raised 
the  flag  before  referred  to  simply  as  a  racing  flag  and  not  as  an  act  of 
any  political  significance  whatever.  In  fact  I  am  not  and  never  have 
been  a  politician.  I  never  even  voted  in  my  life.  At  the  same  time 
that  I  raised  this  flag  I  had  and  kept  at  its  appropriate  place  on  the 
peak  of  my  vessel  the  U,  S.  flag.  How  this  can  be  construed  into  an 
ofiense  and  tortured  into  a  sufiQcient  cause  for  my  imprisonment  I  am 
unable  to  conceive.  And  I  think,  sir,  when  you  give  the  subject  your 
reflection  you  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  great  injustice  has  been 
done  me  and  that  I  ought  to  be  immediately  discharged. 

But  I  understand  from  Mr.  Hawley,  who  has  visited  the  prisoners 
here  on  your  behalf,  that  I  cannot  expect  a  discharge  unless  1  will  con- 
sent to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Constitution  and  Government 
of  the  United  States.  This  I  did  when  I  was  admitted  to  citizenship, 
for  I  am  of  Irish  birth,  but  to  do  it  again  and  under  existing  circum- 
stances would  probably  subject  me  to  great  loss  and  leave  me  destitute 
in  my  old  age.  Already  I  have  lost  $30,000  in  vessels  recently  seized 
and  confiscated  by  the  United  States  Government  in  consequence  of 
their  being  in  part  owned  by  citizens  of  the  South.  I  own  propeiiiy  to 
the  amount  of  $25,000  in  Charleston  which  would  probably  be  confiscated 
by  the  South  should  I  take  the  step  which  you  require  of  me.  Surely 
justice  and  humanity  forbid  that  you  should  impose  upon  me  such  a 
hardship.  I  am  ready  to  give  such  parole  as  under  the  circumstances 
would  be  safe  for  me  and  it  would  be  reasonable  and  just  for  you  to 
ask,  and  upon  such  terms  I  pray  you  to  order  my  discharge. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours,  &c., 

M.  BEREY. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Norfolk, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  January  SO,  1862. 
Col.  J.  DiMiCK,  Commnnding  at  Fort  Warren. 

Sir  :    ♦    *    #    Cannot  you  procure  the  release  of  Capt.  M.  Berry, 
wiio  \eas  a  mercliiint  captain  ?    I  would  be  willing  to  give  any  merchant 
captain  in  our  hands,  if  any.    With  your  assistance,  colonel,  I  Lope  we 
can  do  much  to  relieve  needless  suffering  to  our  fellow  countrymen. 
With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ'N  HUGEE, 

Major-  General. 

Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  January  31, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger,  Commanding,  Norfolk,  Va. 

General  :  *  *  *  Captain  Berry  is  held  as  a  prisoner  of  state. 
Should  he  be  placed  in  a  position  to  be  exchanged  which  I  think  will  be 
done  then  I  will  most  cheerfully  exchange  him. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JUSTIN  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


Commission  Eelating  to  Political  Prisoners, 

Boston,  May  7, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort   Warren,  Boston. 

Colonel  :  The  following  persons  having  complied  with  the  condi- 
tions required  by  the  Commission  you  will  please  discharge  them,  viz: 
*    *    *    Michael  Berry.    *    *    *    You  will  at  the  same  time  return 
to  each  of  them  any  property  in  your  possession  belonging  to  them. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  U.  WEBSTEE. 

May  7, 1862. 
I,  Michael  Berry,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  do  hereby  give  my  parole  of 
honor  that  I  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  I  will  not  go  into  any 
of  the  States  in  armed  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States;  and  further  that  I  will  not  hold  any 
correspondence  with  persons  residing  in  those  States  without  permis- 
sion from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

M.  BEEEY. 
Signed  in  presence  of — 

E.  D.  WEBSTEE. 


Case  of  E.  B.  Grayson. 

This  man  [E.  B.  Grayson]  was  arrested  in  Washington  October  7, 
1861,  by  order  of  Provost-Marshal-General  A.  Porter  and  coniined  in  the 
Old  Capitol  Prison,  and  from  thence  transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette  by 
an  order  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  December  20, 1861, 
He  was  charged  with  sympathizing  with  the  rebellion  against  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  and  with  being  a  general  in  Jelf.  Davis' 
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army;  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated 
November  29, 1861,  directing  General  Porter  to  release  Grayson  on  his 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  General  Porter  reported  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  December  2, 18C1,  that  Grayson  declined  to  take  the  oath  on 
any  condition.  The  said  E.  B.  Grayson  remained  in  custody  at  Fort 
Lafayette  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the 
War  Department  of  the  previous  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge 
of  that  Department.*— JVom  Record  Boole,  State  Department,  ^'Arrests 
for  Disloyalty,^' 


Case  of  the  Flanders  Brothers. 

Joseph  E.  and  Francis  D.  Flanders,  residing  at  Malone,  Franklin 
County,  N.  Y.,  were  arrested  under  an  order  issued  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment on  the  11th  day  of  October,  1861,  and  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette, 
whence  they  were  afterward  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  Many  com- 
plaints were  made  of  disloyal  and  seditious  conduct  on  the  part  of 
these  men,  of  whom  Joseph  K.  Flanders  was  represented  as  a  lawyer  of 
ability,  controlling  his  brother,  Francis  D.  Flanders,  who  published  a 
disloyal  sheet  called  The  Franklin  Gazette. 

It  was  represented  in  September,  1861,  that  willful  and  vindictive  in 
his  feelings  he  (Joseph  E.)  has  made  himself  particularly  officious  dur- 
ing the  last  six  or  eight  months  iu  proving  to  the  people  of  Franklin 
County  through  the  columns  of  the  Gazette  by  letters  and  in  public 
speeches  to  meetings  called  for  that  pur])ose,  that  the  Southern  States 
had  a  right  to  secede  and  that  the  prosecution  of  the  war  on  the  part 
of  the  North  was  aggressive  and  wrong,  and  that  under  the  baleful 
influence  of  the  two  Messrs.  Flanders  and  the  paper  mainly  the  public 
sentiment  of  Franklin  County  was  much  distracted,  the  enlistment  of 
soldiers  greatly  hindered  and  retarded  and  that  in  several  of  the  towns 
nearly  as  many  persons  could  be  enlisted  for  the  Southern  Confederacy 
as  could  be  for  the  United  States,  and  that  in  one  town  a  large  number 
of  citizens  raised  and  maintained  a  secession  flag  for  several  days  until 
a  force  was  collected  to  demolish  it,  when  Judge  (J.  E.)  Flanders  sent 
a  message  to  them  advising  them  for  safety  to  take  down  the  flags  and 
disperse,  which  was  done. 

AiHdavits  were  presented  to  the  Department  of  which  the  following 
are  copies,  t 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1861,  Mr.  T.  S.  Mears,  of  Fort  Covington,  addressed 
a  letter  to  J.  E.  Flanders  in  which  he  uses  these  words  : 

All  honor  to  those  distinguished  men,  Mr.  Douglas  among  them,  who,  forgetting 
the  comparatively  insifinificinit  interests  of  party  iind  self,  have  rallied  around  the 
time-honored  flag  tind  the  constitutional  goveruuient  of  our  country.  It  grieves  me, 
my  old  friend,  to  hear  that  your  voice,  your  aim  and  your  efforts  are  not  with  them, 
and  intinitely  more  to  be  informed  that  you  would  i)alBy  tlie  arm  raised  to  parry  the 
blow  and  defend  our  country's  flag.  Have  I  been  misinformed?  We  have  such 
reports  in  circulation  here. 

Mr.  Flanders  answered  this  letter  on  the  6th  day  of  May,  1861,  saying.f 
This  letter  of  J.  E.  Flanders  was  iniblished  by  F.  D.  Flanders  in  The 
Franklin  Gazette  in  May,  1861,  with  some  additions  made  by  the  writer 
laudatory  of  the  men  and  the  cause  of  tlie  insurrection  and  denounc- 
ing the  President  as  committing  at  every  ste])  an  act  of  usurpation 
and  trampling  upon  the  Constitution  and  the  principles  of  free  govern- 

*  For  order  releasing  Grayson  see  Thomas  to  Porter,  p.  238. 
+  Omitted;  full  purport  shown  in  following  correspondence. 
t  For  Flanders  to  Mears,  May  6,  see  p.  947. 
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ment.  The  Franklin  Gazette,  published  by  F.  D.  Flanders,  was  all  tlie 
time  from  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  conducted  in  the  same  spirit 
manifested  in  the  letter  of  J.  R.  Flanders.    August  17,  1861,  it  said: 

There  is  but  one  course  to  pursue — pronouncn  against  the  war,  denounce  the 
usurpation  and  the  military  despotism  at  Washington,  demand  peace  and  the  recog- 
nition of  the  Southern  Confederacy  as  the  only  method  of  saving  from  certain  and 
universal  destruction  our  free  institutions,  the  liberties  of  the  people  and  the  prop- 
erty, business  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 

August  31,  1861,  the  Gazette  published  the  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
ing at  Fort  Covington  on  the  24th  of  August  where  J.  K.  Flanders 
made  the  disunion  and  secession  speech  described  in  the  foregoing  affi- 
davits, with  a  set  of  resolutions  written  by  J.  E.  Flanders,  one  of  which 
is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  every  consideration  of  patriotism  and  of  public  interest  demands 
the  immediate  discontinuance  of  the  present  unnatural  and  destructive  civil  war, 
though  this  should  involve  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy;  that  a  continuance  of  the  war  will  not  restore  the  Union,  but  will  only 
render  its  ultimate  reconstruction  the  more  distant  and  hopeless. 

The  Gazette  having  been  excluded  from  the  mails  by  order  of  the 
Postmaster-General  for  its  disloyalty  on  the  21st  of  September  it 
appeals  for  increased  support  as  follows: 

Our  friends  in  every  town  and  every  neighborhood  should  now  make  an  effort  to 
add  to  our  subscription.  *  •  ♦  We  are  fighting  by  peaceful  discussion  and  law- 
ful agitation  the  old  battle  of  the  Bevolution  over  again.  The  liberties  then  won 
are  now  prostrate  under  the  heel  of  a  military  despotism. 

In  the  issue  of  September  28  the  Gazette  draws  a  parallel  between 
recent  events  in  our  own  country  and  "the  acts  of  the  Eussian  Govern- 
ment against  the  freedom  of  the  Poles"  and  "the  despotic  measures  of 
Austria  in  Hungary  and  Italy."    It  says: 

The  overthrow  of  "the  State  government  and  legislature  of  Missouri  is  of  but 
recent  occurrence.  Last  week  the  legislature  of  Maryland  was  broken  up  by  an 
armed  force. 

It  presents  as  parallel  and  of  the  same  character  with  the  acts  so 
described  some  severe  military  measures  of  repression  in  Hungary. 
The  same  paper  says: 

There  is  no  really  intelligent  man  who  does  not  know  that  the  deplorable  contest 
in  which  the  two  great  sections  of  our  country  are  engaged  will  result  in  the  recog- 
nition of  two  separate  confederacies. 

October  5, 1861,  the  Gazette  said : 

This  war  will  be  a  disastrous  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Lincoln  Administration  and 
will  result  as  Mr.  Douglas  foretold  in  a  treaty  of  separation. 

October  12,  1861,  the  Gazette  has  these  words : 

This  war  of  conquest  has  but  just  begun  and  already  it  lias  converted  the  Govern- 
ment itself  into  a  despotism  and  the  last  vestige  of  freedom  is  fast  disappear- 
ing. *  «  *  Were  we  to  stop  the  war  now  and  make  peace  even  upon  terms  of  sepa- 
ration with  the  South  we  might  re-establish  our  liberties.  But  conquer  the  South 
and  the  same  causes  which  have  already  converted  our  Government  into  a  despotism 
would  operate  to  keep  it  such.  »  »  »  Then  it  comes  plainly  to  this  that  war 
upon  the  South  has  transformed  our  Government  into  a  despotism.  A  conquest  of 
the  South  would  forever  keep  our  Government  a  despotism.  From  the  first  we.can 
escape  if  we  will  but  stop  the  war.  *  *  *  Let  him  who  believes  conquest  possi- 
ble, which  we  do  not,  take  warning  in  time.  No  man  can  in  his  sober  senses  favor 
this  war  unless  it  be  the  politician  who  expects  to  get  office  by  it  or  the  public 
plunderer  who  expects  to  make  money  by  it  or  the  bloodthirsty  abolitionist  who 
hopes  for  servile  insurrections  and  universal  conflagration  and  massacre  to  grow  out 
of  it. 

There  is  evidence  that  J.  E.  Flanders  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion  was  by  friendly  correspondence  encouraging  the  spirit  of 
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treason  in  Kentucky.  A  well-known  leader  of  the  secessionists  in  that 
State,  William  Preston  Johnston,  wrote  him  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1860,  thanking  him  for  his  kind  feelings,  assuring  him  that  Kentucky, 
tlie  most  conservative  Southern  State,  would  certainly  secede  and 
inviting  him  to  go  there  to  reside.  There  is  evidence  in  the  correspond- 
ence of  F.  D.  Flanders  tliat  his  efforts  to  ]jroduce  disaffection  were 
understood  to  be  intended  to  discourage  and  prevent  enlistment.  Our 
correspondent  in  Clinton  County  says: 

We  can  say  for  Ellenburg  no  Democrat  has  gone  to  the  war  from  liere.  Those  who 
have  gone  were  bearers  of  the  lantern  last  fall.  Here  we  work  .according  to  orders 
from  headquarters.    Let  those  who  elected  the  President  subdue  the  rebellion. 

That  the  course  of  both  J.  E.  and  F.  D.  Flanders  was  to  a  considera- 
ble extent  successful  in  restraining  and  preventing  enlistment  in  their 
locality  there  is  the  testimony  not  only  of  the  boasts  of  their  followers 
but  of  the  complaints  against  them  as  above  set  forth.  These  persons 
appear  to  be  partisan  jjoliticians  of  a  peculiar  type,  adopting  and  advo- 
cating the  most  extreme  views  with  a  zeal  and  apparent  conviction 
which  incapacitate  them  for  discrimination  as  to  the  rights  and  duties 
of  citizens  under  the  widely  different  circumstances  of  peace  and  war. 
Unlimited  freedom  of  discussion  is  the  habit  of  the  American  people 
and  in  times  of  peace  no  objection  has  ever  been  urged  against  the  free 
promulgation  of  the  wildest  notions  and  the  most  absurd  and  foolish 
sophistries;  though  it  cannot  be  claimed  as  a  right  at  any  time  with- 
out restraint  or  responsibility  to  advocate  the  subversion  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  acts  of  these  persons  are  so  connected  that  it  is  Incon- 
venient to  consider  them  separately.  J.  E.  Flanders  is  the  speaker 
and  writer  and  F.  D.  Flanders  the  editor  and  publisher.  In  many  of 
their  most  offensive  acts  they  have  been  jointly  guilty,  F.  D.  Flanders 
publishing  what  the  other  had  written.  Their  adhesion  to  the  rebels 
and  the  aid  and  comfort  they  have  given  them  have  been  shown  in 
approving  their  doctrines  and  their  course  of  action,  justifying  their 
treason,  boasting  of  their  jjower,  exulting  in  their  successes  and  glori- 
fying their  achievements.  The  said  J.  E.  Flanders  and  F.  D.  Flanders 
remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  February  15, 1862,  when  in  accord- 
ance with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  they 
were  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. — From  Record  Booh, 
State  Department,  ^^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty.^' 


Post-Offioe  Dbpaetmbnt,  Septemher  20, 1861. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Sewaed,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sie:  In  reply  to  the  letter*  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  cur- 
rent date  addressed  to  the  Postmaster-General  recommending  the  pro- 
hibition of  The  Franklin  Gazette  newspaper  from  tlie  mails  for  itstrea 
sonable  character  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  tlie  jjroper  order  was  made 
and  duly  given  to  the  postmaster  at  Malone,  N.  Y.,  as  well  as  to  other 
parties  through  whom  the  order  would  be  effectually  enforced  on  the 
9th  of  September  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  KASSON, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster- General. 

*  Not  found. 
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Potsdam,  September  23,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Your  lettei"  of  the  7th  instant*  advising  me  that  you  had  sent 
the  copies  of  The  Franklin  Gazette  which  I  inclosed  to  you  to  the  Post- 
master-General with  the  suggestion  that  it  would  be  well  to  prohibit 
its  circulation  in  the  mails  came  duly  to  hand.  In  that  you  asked  my 
opinion  whether  it  was  necessary  to  take  any  further  measures  in  refer- 
ence to  it,  to  which  I  replied  that  it  might  be  well  to  await  the  result 
of  that  admonition,  and  that  I  would  keep  you  advised  of  its  results. 
The  Postmaster-General  closed  the  mails  against  that  paper. 

I  herewith  mail  to  you  a  copy  of  its  last  week's  issue  from  which  you 
can  see  the  effect  of  the  admonition  upon  the  editor  of  that  paper.  I 
hardly  know  what  advice  to  give.  Perhaps  a  statement  of  the  facts  in 
reference  to  that  county  will  enable  you  to  perceive  what  remedy  to 
apply.  F.  D.  Flanders,  the  editor  of  the  Gazette,  has  a  brother,  Hon. 
Joseph  R.  Flanders,  practicing  law  in  the  village  of  Malone  who  has 
more  brains  than  the  editor  and  probably  controls  him.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  tlie  constitutional  convention  from  that  county  in  1846  and  sub- 
sequently its  county  judge,  and  is  a  man  of  very  considerable  ability. 
During  the  life  of  John  0.  Calhoun  he  was  his  disciple  and  has  been  an 
advocate  of  his  doctrines  ever  since.  Willful  aud  vindictive  in  his  feel- 
ings he  Las  made  himself  particularly  officious  during  the  last  six  or 
eight  months  in  proving  to  the  people  of  Franklin  County  through  the 
columns  of  the  Gazette  by  letter  and  in  public  speeches  at  meetings 
called  for  that  purpose  that  the  Southern  States  had  a  right  to  secede, 
and  that  the  prosecution  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  the  North  was 
iiggressive  and  wrong,  and  that  the  South  was  really  occupying  the 
])osition  now  that  the  original  States  did  in  the  war  of  the  Eevolution. 
I  inclose  you  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Jabez  Parkhurst,+  of  Fort  Coving- 
ton, aud  two  afftdavitst  procured  by  him,  which  will  give  you  some 
idea  of  the  doctrines  and  teachings  of  the  man.  I  will  endeavor  to  pro 
cure  and  send  you  the  published  letter  referred  to  in  the  affidavits. 
The  letter  and  the  affidavits  are  from  respectable  sources  and  entitled 
to  all  verity. 

Under  the  baneful  influence  of  the  two  Messrs.  Flanders  and  the 
paper  mainly  the  people  of  that  county  are  much  nearer  equally  divided 
in  opinion  as  to  the  justice  of  the  present  war  than  in  any  other  county 
1  know  of  In  the  State.  That  whole  county  has  raised  but  one  company 
of  volunteers  for  the  war,  and  in  several  of  the  towns  nearly  as  many 
persons  could  be  enlisted  for  the  Southern  Confederacy  as  could  be  for 
the  United  States,  and  in  one  town  as  I  mentioned  to  you  before  a  large 
number  of  citizens  raised  and  maintained  a  secession  flag  for  several 
days  until  a  force  was  collected  to  demolish  it,  when  Judge  Flanders 
sent  a  messenger  to  tliem  advising  them  for  safety  to  take  down  the 
flag  and  disperse,  which  was  done. 

Something  should  evidently  be  done  in  aid  of  the  Union-loving  peo- 
ple of  that  county.    We  naturally  shrink  from  the  exercise  of  sovereign 
power,  yet  I  am  inclined  to  think  its  exercise  upon  both  F.  D.  and  J.  K. 
Flanders  would  be  beneficial  to  our  cause  and  country. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  DART, 

TJ.  S.  Attorney. 

*  Not  found.  *  Omitted. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  27, 1861. 

William  A.  Dart,  Esq., 

U.  S.  District  Attorney,  Fotsdam,  X.  Y. 
Sib:  Your  letter  of  tbe  23d  instant  with  its  inclosures  has  been 
received.    Will  you  please  consult  fully  witli  the  Hon.  Preston  King  as 
to  what  measures  ought  to  be  taken  in  the  case  of  the  Messrs.  Flanders 
and  report  to  me  the  result  ? 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


U.  S.  District  Attorney's  Office, 

Potsdam,  October  9,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  had  a  conference  yesterday  and  last  evening  with 
Hon.  Preston  King  in  reference  to  the  Messrs.  Flanders  as  suggested 
in  yours  of  September  27.  We  discussed  the  matter  in  every  light  in 
which  we  could  view  it,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  presence 
of  the  Messrs.  Flanders  in  Franklin  County  is  productive  of  mischief 
and  injury  to  the  cause  of  our  country.  The  insulting  and  defiant 
tone  of  the  Gazette  has  emboldened  weak-minded  men  to  imitate  its 
example. 

In  addition  to  the  facts  heretofore  communicated  to  you  a  presiding 
elder  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  advised  nie  that  a  man  in 
Bombay,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  has  had  a  secession  flag  flying  from 
his  house  for  the  last  two  weeks,  and  it  is  understood  and  believed 
that  secret  societies  are  organized  in  many  of  the  towns  of  that  county 
having  for  their  object  resistance  to  tlie  collection  of  taxes,  &c.  I  have 
found  it  difficult  to  procure  legal  evidence  of  the  state  of  things  in 
Franklin  County  from  a  fear  which  prevails  there  among  loyal  citizens 
of  injury  to  their  persons  and  property  should  it  be  known  that  they 
had  been  instrumental  in  bringing  the  secessionists  to  panishment. 
Several  prominent  citizens  have  declined  to  allow  me  to  place  their 
letters  on  file  in  the  State  Department  or  to  send  them  to  you  from 
such  apprehension. 

I  have  no  doubt  (and  in  that  opinion  Mr.  King  concurs  with  me)  that 
public  good  requires  that  Francis  D.  Flanders  and  Joseph  E.  Flanders 
should  be  arrested  and  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette.  Our  loyal  citizens 
there  are  becoming  exasperated  and  call  upon  me  every  day  to  know 
if  something  cannot  be  done  in  their  behalf.  I  send  by  this  mail  the 
Gazette  for  September  28  and  October  5,*  from  which  you  can  see  the 
animus  of  the  gentlemen.  Our  criminal  laws  are  defective  and  do  not 
reach  a  case  like  this.  If  I  can  get  legal  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
secret  societies  to  resist  the  laws  of  the  United  States  I  will  not  trouble 
you  with  the  matter,  but  bring  them  to  .justice  in  the  courts. 

On  Saturday  I  shall  leave  Potsdam  for  Albany  where  I  shall  be  in 
attendance  on  a  district  court  for  a  week.  The  marshal  and  his  depu- 
ties will  be  there.  If  any  communication  is  made  to  me  in  answer  to 
this  I  desire  it  to  be  made  to  me  at  Albany,  at  Congress  Hall.  Mr. 
King  told  me  last  evening  that  he  would  write  to  you  to-day  upon  this 
subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  DAET, 

U.  8.  Attorney. 

*  Not  fouud. 
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Ogdensburg,  October  9, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward,  •Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Dart,  the  U.  S.  district  attorney  for  this  district, 
consulted  me  yesterday  respecting  charges  against  Joseph  E,  Flanders 
and  F.  D.  Flanders,  of  Malone,  in  Franklin  County.  Mr.  Dart  had  no 
copies  of  the  affidavits  that  have  been  sent  to  your  Department,  but 
stated  the  substance  of  what  they  contained  and  other  facts.  The 
facts  charged  against  the  Flanders'  do  not  constitute  treason  as  that 
crime  is  defined  by  the  Constitution.  Some  of  the  allegations  are 
that  Joseph  addresses  public  meetings  advocating  the  right  of  secession 
and  denouncing  the  Government  and  the  war.  His  brother  publishes 
the  paper  which  has  been  sent  to  you.  Other  persons  instigated  by 
them  have  formed  combinations  declaring  the  intention  to  resist  the 
collection  of  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  war.  The  secession  flag  has 
been  raised  in  two  towns — in  one  case  by  an  individual,  in  the  other  by 
the  people  of  a  neighborhood  who  declared  their  intention  to  defend  it. 
When  movements  were  made  to  organize  a  body  of  loyal  men  to  go  out 
and  take  it  down  by  force  Joseph  sent  a  messenger  to  the  disaftected 
neighborhood  and  the  flag  was  taken  down  by  the  parties  who  raised 
it.  Secret  societies  of  the  disaffected  have  been  formed.  The  dis- 
affected are  persons  whose  opinions  and  action  are  influenced  by  the 
two  Flanders.  I  do  not  doubt  the  disaffection  and  troubles  in  Frank- 
lin County  are  instigated  and  fomented  by  the  Flanders'  and  that  they 
deserve  to  be  arrested  and  detained  until  they  would  consent  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  or  until  their  conduct  could  be  fully  investigated 
by  a  grand  jury.  Mr,  Dart  will  write  you  fully. 
EespectfuUy, 

PRESTON  KING. 

Department  of  State,  Washington^  October  18, 1861. 
Edward  J.  Chase,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshal,  Loci-port,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  You  will  arrest  Francis  D.  Flanders  and  Joseph  E.  Flanders,  of 
the  county  of  Franklin,  State  of  New  York,  and  send  them  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  Secure  all  their  letters  and  other  papers  and  forward  them 
to  this  Department. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Fort  Hamilton,  N'ew  York  Harbor,  October  23, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington  City,  D.  G. 
Sir:  I  have  this  day  received  as  prisoners  Francis  D.  Flanders  and 
Joseph  R.  Flanders.    They  have  been  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order 
of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Ogdensbukg,  N.  Y.,  October  30, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Tou  may  recollect  me  as  the  late  U.  S.  attorney  of  the  northern 
district  of  New  York.  Allow  me  to  premise  the  subject-matter  of  my 
letter  by  saying  that  I  believe  that  I  have  labored  more  assiduously 
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and  more  successfully  in  behalf  of  my  Government  and  country  since 
the  fall  of  Sumter  than  in  all  my  life  before.  So  much  for  my  own 
position,  which  I  think  would  be  attested  to  by  Hon.  Preston  King, 
D.  S.  Dickinson,  Judge  J.  B.  James  and  Hon.  William  A.  Wheeler, 
and  any  and  all  other  prominent  Union  citizens  who  are  acquainted 
with  me  and  my  labors. 

My  object  in  writing  to  you  is  this :  I  wish  to  learn  the  charges  against 
Joseph  K.  Flanders  and  Francis  D,  Flanders,  late  of  Malone,  Frank- 
lin County,  and  now  of  Fort  Lafayette,  and  also  to  ask  that  an  exami- 
nation may  be  granted  in  their  case  as  soon  as  possible.  Since  the 
arrest  of  these  gentlemen  I  have  visited  Fianklin  County,  which  is  my 
native  county,  the  scene  of  their  labors  and  their  residence,  and  have 
obtained  all  the  information  that  I  belive  exists  tending  to  connect 
these  men  with  treasonable  action  against  the  Government.  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  the  Government  would  not  have  arrested  these 
gentlemen  had  the  facts  been  accurately  stated  to  them.  I  think  the 
Government  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  they  had  formed  or  connected 
■  themselves  with  treasonable  orgaiiizaticms  or  had  been  in  correspond- 
ence or  other  connection  with  rebels  and  traitors  and  were  continuing 
therein  and  laboring  in  that  cause.  I  think  I  know  and  can  satisfacto- 
rily denionstrate  that  no  treasonable  organization  (nor  any  with  that 
tendency)  exists  or  has  existed  in  Franklin  County;  that  the  Flanders 
neither  are  nor  have  been  connected  with  any  organization  (secret  or 
public)  that  has  any  such  objects  in  view.  Their  whole  oft'ense  consists 
in  editing  and  publishing  The  Franklin  Gazette,  and  what  has  appeared 
in  its  columns  is  the  only  evidence  in  existence  that  can  be  brought 
against  them,  and  I  do  believe  as  do  the  majority  of  the  leading  friends 
of  the  Government  in  Northern  New  York  that  however  obnoxious  and 
objectionable  many  of  the  articles  of  that  paper  appear  to  the  minds  of 
loyal  and  patriotic  citizens  that  the  Governnieiit  would  not  deem  this  to 
be  of  sufiQcient  importance  to  cause  their  arrest  and  confinement.  The 
discontinuance  of  this  paper  from  the  mails  some  time  ago  deprived  it 
of  any  circulation  that  would  cause  serious  mischief. 

It  is  my  own  opinion  that  their  confinement,  unless  justified  by  more 
serious  cause  than  appears  from  the  Gazette,  will  do  serious  injury 
to  the  Union  cause  in  Northern  New  York.  I  have  conversed  freely 
upon  this  subject  within  a  few  days  with  Hon.  Preston  King  and  Judge 
James,  of  this  village,  and  Hon.  William  A.  Wheeler,  of  Malone, 
Franklin  County,  and  they  agree  with  me  in  the  opinion  that  a  speedy 
examination  and  action  by  the  Government  should  be  made  in  this 
case  that  the  Government  may  know  precisely  what  charges  can  be 
sustained  against  them  and  thus  be  able  to  act  advisedly  in  the  prem- 
ises. Judge  James  in  a  conversation  since  this  letter  was  coinnienced 
says  that  this  is  his  opinion  provided  the  arrest  proceeds  from  charges 
and  causes  beyond  the  publication  of  the  Gazette,  because  he  believes 
from  my  examination  that  none  other  exists,  but  as  he  has  not  read 
the  articles  in  the  Gazette  he  gives  no  opinion  upon  the  policy  of  tlie 
Government  in  regard  to  holding  them  for  that  cause  alone  (whether 
with  or  without  examination).  Mr.  Wheeler  (who  resides  at  Malone, 
the  residence  of  the  Flanders)  informed  me  that  he  did  not  believe 
that  either  of  them  was  connected  in  any  way  with  treasonable  or  quasi 
treasonable  organizations,  nor  did  he  believe  that  any  such  organiza- 
tions existed  in  the  county  of  Franklin;  that  i]i  their  paper  (Gazette) 
was  in  his  opinion  all  the  evidence  of  treason  or  treasonable  intent  and 
that  while  he  had  been  anxious  for  tlie  suppression  of  the  paper  he  con- 
sidered that  that  course  was  the  proper  one  and  also  sufficient  to  attain 
the  desired  end. 
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I  have  been  anxious  to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions  in  this  matter 
before  writing  to  you  and  with  that  object  I  visited  Franklin  County 
and  I  feel  confident  that  no  evidence  exists  that  can  connect  these  gen- 
tlemen with  any  traitorous  organization,  or  that  will  show  that  any  such 
organization  exists  in  Franklin  County.  I  have  procured  a  full  file  of 
the  Gazette,  and  while  I  disapprove  and  condemn  much  of  the  senti- 
ment therein  published  and  expressed  and  do  not  pretend  to  justify 
the  same  yet  I  think  that  the  articles  written  and  published  will  not  of 
themselves  alone  form  a  basis  which  you  or  the  Government  will  be 
willing  to  occupy  as  a  complete  justification  for  the  continuance  of  their 
imprisonment  without  any  judi(!ial  examination, 

1  wish,  sir,  that  you  will  inform  me  fully  in  the  premises  as  to  what 
can  be  done  or  M'hat  is  light  and  j^roper  to  be  done.  I  believe  that  the 
gentlemen  to  whom  I  refer  will  willingly  express  the  same  to  you  in 
writing  if  necessary,  and  that  any  amount  of  influence  in  the  way  of 
petitions  can  be  obtained  to  support  what  is  right  and  just  in  the 
premises.  I  have  thought  it  better  that  I  should  write  and  give  you 
such  suggestions  as  I  have  and  await  such  information  as  you  may  be 
pleased  to  give  me  before  taking  any  other  course.  J.  R.  Flanders  is 
a  brother-in-law  of  mine  and  an  intimate  friend  from  my  boyhood.  He 
is  a  man  of  high  social  character  and  distinguished  as  a  lawyer  of  great 
ability.  Socially  and  professionally  I  believe  he  holds  the  respect  and 
friendship  of  all  who  know  him.  His  nearest  and  best  friends  are  warm 
and  energetic  defenders  and  supporters  of  the  Government  and  his 
separation  from  his  family  at  this  time  is  peculiarly  distressing  and 
severe.  So  likewise  with  F.  D.  Flanders.  He  has  a  brother-in-law 
who  is  a  surgeon  in  one  of  our  New  York  regiments.  I  met  him  in 
Franklin  County  on  the  same  mission  as  myself  to  sympathize  [with] 
and  comfort  his  sister  and  to  ascertain  the  facts  in  the  case. 

With  the  desire  of  making  no  unnecessary  trouble  to  the  Govern- 
ment nor  any  needless  noise  the  friends  of  the  Government  who  are 
likewise  the  social  friends  of  these  gentlemen  wish  to  restore  them  to 
their  families  if  that  can  be  properly  and  safely  done.  Neither  do  we 
wish  to  trouble  you  with  distressing  details  for  we  feel  that  you  will  do 
or  cause  to  be  done  all  that  you  can  and  still  perform  your  duty  to  the 
country. 

I  remain,  sir,  yours,  truly, 

J.  C.  SPENCER. 

P.  S. — Although  I  hardly  think  it  necessary  I  inclose  some  papers* 
which  testify  to  my  political  position.  I  also  inclose  the  letter  of  the 
U.  S.  attorney  referring  uie  to  your  Department. 


Letters  founu  among  the  correspondence  of  the  Messrs.  Flanders  seized 

after  their  arrest. 

[No.  1.] 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  3J,  1860. 
Judge  J.  R.  Flanders,  Malone,  K  Y. 

Dear  Judge:  Your  favor  of  the  26th  instant  is  received,  and  first 
to  business.    I  think  it  was  Hagan  &  Broadwell,  attorneys,  who  recom- 

*  Not  found. 
60  B   R — SERIES   II,  VOL   II 
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mended  Mitchell  and  examined  into  his  affairs.  They  are  reputable 
young  lawyers  with  a  good  business.  Hon.  Charles  P.  James,  of  James 
&  Jackson,  is  also  perfectly  trustworthy  and  competent.  The  bar  of 
Cincinnati  is  very  good. 

I  was  for  Breckinridge  but  my  partner,  Mr.  Worthington,  and  many 
of  my  best  friends  were  for  Douglas.  I  arrived  at  different  conclusions 
from  them  but  have  felt  no  asperity  or  partisan  harshness  in  conse- 
quence. I  thought  you  would  be  either  for  Douglas  or  Breckinridge. 
There  were  some  nice  constitutional  points  involved,  and  I  maintain 
that  it  depends  on  which  end  one  begins  at  where  he  will  find  himself 
in  this  controversy.  If  you  begin  at  States'  rights  you  wind  up  for 
Breckinridge;  if  you  begin  at  rights  of  the  people  to  govern  them- 
selves you  hurrah  for  Douglas. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  feelings  toward  my  people  as  well  as  myself. 
I  do  not  wish  secession.  I  preferred  retaliatory  laws  in  the  Union,  but 
it  was  but  a  question  of  time — a  little  more  long  suffering.  I  was 
thought  too  ultra,  but  popular  sentiment  is  fast  leaving  me  behind.  I 
regard  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  as  inevitable.  I  know  the  propelling 
ideas  of  Eepublicanism  too  well  to  have  any  hope.  The  leaders  may 
recede;  the  excited  people  will  not.  I  have  every  feeling  of  kindness 
for  those  at  the  North  who  have  resisted  our  subjugation  and  enslave- 
ment, but  I  assure  you  I  speak  the  sentiment  of  99  in  100  when  I  tell 
you  unless  promptly  and  fully  Eepublicanism  recedes  and  guarantees  are 
given  for  our  security  and  equality  Kentucky,  the  most  conservative 
Southern  State,  will  certainly  secede.  Moreover  any  attempt  to  coerce 
a  Southern  State  will  rally  an  army  to  its  support.  Kentucky  will  not 
permit  any  troops  to  cross  her  border  for  that  purpose.  Still  we  are 
striving  to  hope  against  hope  through  our  love  for  the  Union. 

You  don't  mean  me  when  you  make  some  allusion  to  offending  some- 
body last  year.  I  have  always  said,  my  dear  judge,  that  you  were  the 
only  man  I  thought  I  would  be  willing  to  make  my  executor  in  New 
York;  I  still  hold  the  same  opinion.  If  all  the  lawyers  here  did  not 
starve  I  would  wish  you  at  home  here — a  citizen.  Can't  you  come 
anyhow  and  let  me  see  your  honest  face  once  more?  My  wife  and  the 
girls  are  well.  I  live  a  little  way  in  the  country  and  am  happy. 
Yours,  truly, 

WM.  PEESTON  JOHNSTON. 

[No.  2.] 

Malone,  February  11, 1861. 
P.  CAGGEE,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  circular  soliciting  from 
me  a  contribution  toward  the  expense  of  printing  50,000  copies  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  late  Democratic  State  convention.  I  most  respect- 
fully decline  to  make  such  contribution.  I  regard  the  proceedings  as 
unworthy  of  the  occasion,  as  not  coming  up  to  the  spirit  and  demands  of 
the  Democracy  of  the  State  and  that  it  would  be  far  more  creditable  to 
all  concerned  that  they  should  be  suppressed  instead  of  receiving  an 
extensive  circulation.  Instead  of  passing  the  wishy-washy  resolutions 
which  it  did,  not  one  of  which  except  the  second  (which  was  not  hatched 
at  the  nocturnal  incubation  on  the  committee  and  must  have  been  forced 
upon  it  by  some  outside  pressure  in  the  morning)  made  any  approach 
to  what  the  occasion  called  for,  the  convention  should  have  placed  the 
responsibility  for  the  present  condition  of  public  affairs  upon  the  domi- 
nant party  in  the  free  States  where  it  belongs;  have  declared  that  it 
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rests  with  that  party  to  eflfect  a  settlement  of  existing  sectional  diffi- 
culties and  left  it  to  take  the  initiative  in  measures  of  adjustment  at 
the  same  time  expressing  our  readiness  to  co-operate  in  any  just  and 
reasonable  compromise  and  pledged  the  Democracy  of  New  York  to 
resist  any  measures  of  coercion  whether  under  cover  of  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  laws  or  otherwise  against  the  seceding  States. 

Ifeally  the  only  good  that  the  convention  could  have  done  was  to  take 
a  lirm  and  decided  attitude  against  coercion,  embodying  in  a  resolution 
upon  that  subject  the  sentiments  embraced  in  the  paper  submitted  by 
the  sensible  Mr.  Johnson  and  in  the  eloquent  and  manly  speeches  of 
Tremain  and  Thayer.  And  that  was  the  spirit  of  the  convention ;  but 
1  saw  from  the  beginning  that  the  whole  thing  was  gotten  up  by  a  few 
individuals  for  some  purpose  of  their  own.  This  was  plainly  manifested 
by  Governor  Seymour's  speech  on  Thursday.  It  was  also  indicated  by 
Mr.  Ludlow's  haste  to  move  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  resolu- 
tions and  the  resistance  which  was  made  to  the  enlargement  of  that 
committee  so  astoembody  morefullythe  sense  of  the  convention.  Then 
the  resolutions  printed  on  slips  showed  that  the  committee  was  averse  to 
giving  expression  to  the  predominautfeeling  of  the  convention — opposi- 
tion to  coercion — and  Mr.  Johnson,  Chancellor  Walworth  or  some  other 
good  and  true  man  not  on  the  committee  must  have  forced  the  commit- 
tee in  the  morning  under  fear  of  the  consequences  of  presenting  to  the 
convention  such  a  lame  and  impotent  abortion  as  the  report  as  originally 
prepared  would  have  been  to  accept  the  second  resolution,  the  only 
redeeming  feature  in  the  whole  series.  And  the  resistance  which  was 
made  by  the  committee  in  convention  to  any  amendments  showed  how 
the  whole  thing  was  being  managed. 

And  the  proceedings  as  i)ublished  in  The  Atlas  and  Argus  are  unfair 
and  suppress  material  circumstances.  I  myself  made  a  motion  to  strike 
out  of  the  fifth  resolution  all  relating  to  the  Crittenden  proposition 
and  gave  my  reasons  therefor.  The  same  pressure  as  in  other  cases  of 
proposed  amendments  was  brought  to  bear  to  get  rid  of  this  and  to 
induce  me  to  withdraw  it,  but  I  stood  firm  and  insisted  upon  a  vote. 
But  in  the  proceedings  published  in  The  Atlas  and  Argus  this  is  entirely 
suppressed  and  my  constituents  and  I  stand  impliedly  committed  to 
this  mode  of  settling  matters  when  we  are  opposed  to  this  plan  of  tak- 
ing the  sense  of  the  people  upon  the  subject  of  adjustment,  deeming  a 
national  convention  the  only  means  of  bringing  about  a  satisfactory 
and  permanent  adjustment. 

You  now  have  my  reason  for  declining  to  comply  with  your  application 
for  a  contribution. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  E.  FLANDERS. 

[No.  3.] 

Malone,  May  6,  1861. 
[Mr.  T.  S.  Meabs.] 

My  Dear  Feiend  :  1  received  by  due  course  of  mail  your  frank  and 
friendly  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  I  thank  you  for  its  expression  of 
friendship  and  personal  kindness  and  most  cordially  and  smcerely 
reciprocate  them.  I  like  your  method  of  dealing  with  the  subject  to 
which  your  letter  relates  by  appealing  directly  to  me  for  information 
concerning  my  position  in  the  present  crisis  in  our  public  aftairs  and 
saying  to  me  what  you  have  to  say  of  me  in  case  you  are  not  misin- 
formed in  regard  to  my  views. 

And  now,  my  dear  friend,  I  owe  it  to  the  spirit  of  candor  and  frank- 
ness exhibited  by  you  to  answer  with  equal  candor  and  frankness. 
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This  compels  me  to  saj^  that  you  are  uot  misinformed  in  regara  to  my 
position.  I  am  firmly  and  unalterably  opposed  to  the  whole  war  policy 
of  the  Administration.  For  thirty  years  I  have  held  the  opinion  tliat 
the  States  are  sovereign ;  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is 
a  compact  between  the  States  composing  the  Federal  Union ;  that  they 
are  tbe  only  parties  to  that  compact;  that  each  is  to  judge  for  itself  of 
its  infraction  and  of  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress  and  that  as  in 
all  cases  of  compacts,  treaties  or  leagues  between  sovereigns  by  which 
a  confederacy  is  formed,  each  may  lawfully  withdraw  from  it,  or  in 
other  words  secede  from  the  confederacy  whenever  it  shall  deem  that 
it  has  sufiQcient  cause  and  that  tins  is  a  reserved  right  of  the  States 
under  the  Constitution  and  eutirely  consistent  with  it.  Of  course  this 
would  still  leave  it  incumbent  upon  the  seceding  State  to  discharge  or 
assume  its  share  of  the  public  debt  and  entitle  it  to  a  proportionate 
share  of  the  public  property,  all  of  which  should  be  arranged  and 
adjusted  by  amicable  negotiation,  as  the  seceding  States  have  proposed 
in  the  present  controversy.  This  view  of  the  character  of  our  system 
of  Government  and  of  the  rights  of  the  States  is  taken  almost  verba- 
tim from  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolutions  of  1798  and  1799,  which 
have  ever  been  tlie  text-book  of  the  Jefiersonian  Democracy  and  were 
expressly  accepted  as  such  by  the  Democratic  party  of  the  Union  iuits 
platform  adopted  in  national  convention  at  Cincinnati  in  1856,  and 
since  reaffirmed.  They  constitute  and  always  have  constituted  my 
party  creed,  but  of  course  not  yours. 

Entertaining  these  opinions  I  deny  the  right  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  attempt  to  subjugate  by  military  power  a  State  which  secedes. 
1  regard  a  contest  brought  on  by  such  attempt— and  that  is  really 
the  character  of  the  present  contest — as  a  struggle  on  the  part  of  the 
seceding  States  to  maintain  the  principles  of  constitutional  liberty 
against  despotic  pretensions  and  aims,  and  my  sympathies  are  wholly 
with  those  who  are  thus  defending  the  right  of  self-government.  Mind 
I  do  not  argue  with  you;  I  am  merely  stating  my  views  and  if  you 
held  the  principles  which  I  do  you  would  feel  and  act  as  I  do.  They 
are  my  principles  ad<jpted  in  my  very  boyhood  as  you  well  know  and 
clung  to  since  with  increasing  devotion  and  fidelity  up  to  the  present 
hour  as  the  only  safeguard  of  free  government  in  this  land.  I  appeal 
to  Heaven  to  bear  witness  to  the  sincerity  of  my  political  faith.  It  is  a 
part  of  my  very  being,  as  dear  to  me  as  life  itself  and  I  cannot  give  it 
up.  I  cannot  deny  it;  I  cannot  be  false  to  it  be  the  consequences 
what  they  may. 

But  suppose  1  am  wrong  in  these  opinions.  I  still  say  that  the  Fed- 
eral Government  ought  not  to  attempt  to  coerce  the  seceding  States 
by  military  power.  I  recognize  the  right  of  every  distinct  community 
to  choose  for  itself  the  institutions  under  which  it  will  live;  that  gov- 
ernments exist  only  by  the  consent  of  the  governed,  and  whenever 
any  government  becomes  grievous  and  oppressive  to  such  community 
it  has  a  right  to  cast  it  off  and  institute  such  new  government  as  may 
be  deemed  most  conducive  to  its  happiness.  These  are  deductions 
from  or  rather  repetitions  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence—principles which  were  consecrated  by  the  blood  and  vindi- 
cated by  the  glories  and  triumphs  of  the  Eevolution.  They  are  as  dear 
now  as  they  were  then ;  they  are  sis  vital  to  liberty  now  as  they  Avere 
then  and  the  seceded  States  Lave  the  same  right  to  proclaim  them  in 
resistance  to  Northeru  aggression  and  coercion  now  as  the  thirteen 
colonies  tiad  to  hurl  them  in  the  teeth  of  King  George  in  answer  to  his 
demanu  c:  ^aussive  Bubnussion  then. 
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The  spirit  of  the  age  and  above  all  the  spirit  of  American  liberty  as 
thus  inherited  from  the  Revolution  by  every  section  of  our  country 
require  that  the  Independence  of  the  Confederate  States  should  be 
recognized  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  As  a  consequence 
the  U.  S.  troops  should  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  Southern  forts, 
and  Lincoln  havinj?  refused  to  do  this  and  avowed  a  determination  to 
rcenforce  and  hold  them,  and  that  too  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
Southern  people  to  submission  to  his  Government,  they  had  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  take  them  or  voluntarily  submit  to  subjugation.  I  there- 
fore think  that  the  South  Carolinians  were  justified  in  taking  Fort 
Sumter  and  1  rejoice  in  their  success;  but  it  is  charged  that  they  fired 
the  first  gun  and  thus  commenced  the  war.  Very  well;  call  it  that  if 
you  please.  They  were  compelled  to  do  so  or  surrender  their  independ- 
ence without  a  struggle.  1  admire  their  heroism  and  devotion  to  their 
rights  manifested  in  that  glorious  achievement.  Did  I  not  do  so  I 
should  be  false  to  every  principle  which  I  hold  dear  and  every  impulse 
of  my  heart. 

Standing  where  I  do  you  can  see  that  I  must  necessarily  be  opposed 
to  all  measures  for  encouraging  and  sustaining  the  war  which  Lincoln 
threatens  to  wage  against  the  South.  My  sympathies  upon  general 
principles  of  government  and  political  freedom  (and  this  throws  entirely 
out  of  view  the  question  of  domestic  slavery  and  all  the  issues  and 
strifes  to  which  it  has  given  rise)  are  with  the  South  in  this  contest. 
She  stands  strictly  on  the  defensive ;  she  makes  no  war  upon  the  North ; 
she  will  not  invade  the  North  unless  she  be  first  invaded.  All  she  asks 
is  to  be  let  alone;  to  be  permitted  to  depart  in  peace.  Give  her  assur- 
ance that  she  may  and  the  sword  at  once  drops  from  her  grasp  and  not 
a  drop  of  blood  will  be  shed  in  fraternal  strife.  And  she  offers  and  has 
repeatedly  and  from  the  outset  offered  to  pay  her  share  of  the  public  debt, 
to  account  for  all  Federal  property  within  her  limits  upon  a  fair  and 
equitable  apportionment  and  division  of  the  public  property  between 
the  two  sections  and  to  adjust  all  questions  of  difference  by  friendly 
negotiation.  But  all  her  overtures  have  been  rejected  and  answered 
by  threats  of  coercion — coercion.  She  has  prepared  to  meet  this  as 
best  she  could  and  has  taken  only  defensive  measures. 

A  war  of  aggression  upon  the  South  under  such  circumstances — and 
such  a  war  Lincoln  declared  in  his  proclamation  of  the  15th  of  April 
and  in  his  two  subsequent  ones  blockading  the  Southern  ports — would 
be  one  of  the  most  wanton  and  wicked  wars  in  all  history.  And  to  call 
it  a  war  in  favor  of  the  Union  is  in  my  judgment  the  most  false  of  all 
pretenses. 

The  Union  cannot  be  saved  or  restored  by  civil  war,  and  this  every 
man  of  the  smallest  measure  of  intelligence  and  judgment  knows. 
Were  the  South  to  be  conquered  in  such  a  contest  it  would  not  restore 
the  Union  of  free  and  sovereign  States  recognized  and  guaranteed  by 
the  Constitution.  Our  flag— revered  and  glorious  as  it  is— cannot 
sanctify  tyranny  and  injustice  or  justify  a  war  upon  the  principles  of 
that  grand,  heroic  old  contest  in  which  it  was  borne,  and  from  the  blood 
and  tire  of  which  it  emerged  torn  and  battle-stained,  it  is  true,  but 
still  bravely  flying  the  token  of  victory,  freedom  and  peace,  and  if  it 
should  now  be  established  in  triumph  over  the  South  by  the  might  of 
armed  hosts  it  would  wave  only  over  a  land  blasted  and  destroyed  and 
above  the  graves  of  a  free  and  gallant  race  who  preferred  to  die  rather 
than  live  degraded  and  disgraced. 

But  you  cannot  conquer  the  people  of  the  South.  Eight  millions  of 
men  like  them  bred  to  freedom  and  determined  to  be  free  cannot  be 
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subjugated.  And  if  you  are  dreaming  and  others  are  dreaming  such  a 
dream  you  and  they  will  soon  awake  to  realities  which  will  startle  and 
disappoint  you  all. 

But  enough  of  prophecy.  I  have  frankly  stated  my  position.  There 
I  stand  (I  can  stand  nowhere  else),  and  be  assured  there  I  shall  stand 
"till  the  crack  of  doom." 

With  the  kindest  regards  to  your  family  and  assurances  of  the  most 
sincere  personal  friendship  to  you,  I  remain,  yours,  truly, 

J.  E.  FLANDERS. 

[No.  4.] 

Ghateaugay,  September  16, 1861. 
Mr.  F.  D.  Flanders,  Malone,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  Having  for  a  few  months  past  taken  your  interesting  paper 
(and  yet  none  of  the  time  having  the  same  views  as  that  sheet  contains), 
I  feel  now  that  I  can  no  longer  read  a  paper  which  upholds  the  rebel- 
lious part  of  the  Union  and  condemns  all  that  is  done  under  the  present 
Administration.  I  therefore  consider  it  my  duty  (as  well  as  the  duty 
of  all  who  take  it)  to  order  it  to  stop  coming  to  me,  and  by  sending  no 
more  to  me  you  will  oblige, 

M.  J.  WAEEEN. 


U.  S.  District  Attorney's  Office, 

Potsdam,  November  5, 1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Under  your  warrant  of  arrest  of  the  11th  of  October  the  Messrs. 
Flanders,  of  Malone,  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.,  were  arrested  and  taken 
to  Fort  Lafayette.  That  contained  no  warrant  to  search  for  and  seize 
papers.  Yours  of  the  18th  came  to  Albany  after  the  marshal  and 
myself  had  both  left  and  did  not  come  to  my  hands  until  last  week 
when  Deputies  Dow  and  Tucker  made  a  search  for  papers  and  corre- 
spondence and  seized  a  large  amount  of  papers*  as  to  F.  D.  Flanders, 
I  fear  of  no  value,  and  of  little  if  any  against  Joseph  E.  The  deputies 
were  satisfied  from  the  conduct  of  the  ladies  of  the  above-named  gen- 
tlemen that  their  papers  had  been  overlooked  and  everything  of  a 
treasonable  nature  disposed  of.  Certain  resolutions,  however,  in  the 
handwriting  of  J.  E.  Flanders  and  an  address  understood  to  have  been 
delivered  at  an  organization  of  a  secret  society  in  Bombay,  the  articles 
of  association  of  which  society  are  blindly  set  forth  in  a  paper  found  in 
that  town  recently  with  the  names  of  many  of  the  prominent  citizens 
of  that  place  appended  to  it  (a  copy  of  which  is  here  inclosed)  may  be  of 
service.  That  society  is  now  in  actual  operation,  holding  weekly  meet- 
ings, and  their  objects  and  purposes  are  understood  to  be  treasonable. 

James  C,  Spencer,  esq.,  ex-district  attorney  of  this  district  and  a 
brother-in-law  of  J.  E.  Flanders,  has  1  understand  in  company  with 
others  gone  to  Washington  to  procure  the  release  of  the  Messrs.  Flan- 
ders. I  inclose  his  letter  to  Mrs.  J,  E.  Flanders  and  ask  that  its  con- 
tents be  noted.  Mrs.  F.  D.  Flanders  is  now  editing  The  Franklin 
Gazette  and  I  inclose  to  you  the  two  issues  t  of  it  since  her  husband's 
arrest.  Mr.  Spencer's  note,  "Tell  Louisa  to  draw  it  mild  in  the  Gazette 
or  she  will  make  all  my  labor  in  vain,"  was  intended  for  the  editress  of 

*  See  p.  945  et  seq.  foipoitious  of  coirespondence  seized, 
t  Not  found. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL  "PERSONS.  951 

that  pestilential  sheet.  If  she  does  "draw  it  mild"  it  will  be  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  her  husband  released  when  it  will  be  put  forth  with 
new  vigor.  The  paper  is  now  perhaps  doing  more  mischief  than  before. 
The  fact  that  it  may  be  able  to  reveal  the  inside  of  a  Government 
prison  coupled  with  the  novelty  of  its  being  conducted  by  a  woman 
lends  to  it  an  interest  which  increases  its  circulation.  Having  begun 
the  task  I  think  it  would  be  incomplete  without  suppressing  the  paper 
altogether.  Upon  the  arrest  of  Messrs.  Flanders  they  both  made  assur- 
ances to  their  friends  pablicly  that  they  would  never  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  I  think  they  should  be  required  to  do  so  before  being 
released. 

As  to  the  Bombay  association  I  will  if  there  is  anything  of  it  prose- 
cute it  before  the  ordinary  tribunal. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  DAET, 

U.  8.  District  Attorney. 

[InclosDTe  Ko.  1.] 

Bombay,  May  7, 1861. 

We  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  believ- 
ing that  we  are  possessed  of  certain  inalienable  rights  set  forth  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  viz,  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness, also  liberty  of  speech  and  liberty  of  the  press,  and  having  reason 
to  fear  that  these  rights  are  about  to  be  wrested  from  us  by  the  Black 
liepublicans,  and  believing  further  that  if  permitted  to  carry  out  their 
designs  they  will  take  our  lives  and  destroy  our  property: 

Now  therefore  we  are  determined  and  firmly  resolved  that  we  will 
resist  all  unlawful  encroachments  upon  our  just  rights  and  that 
although  we  pledge  ourselves  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  all  just  and  equitable  laws  of  our  country,  we  will  not  sub- 
mit to  be  ruled  by  violence  and  mob  law  from  whatever  source  they 
may  come. 

Now  therefore  in  view  of  the  dangers  to  which  we  are  exposed  we 
this  day  organize  into  a  society  to  be  named  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  set  forth  in  this  declaration : 

The  Sons  of  Liberty,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  each  other's  person  and  prop- 
erty, to  which  we  hold  ourselves  firmly  bound  and  pledge  our  sacred  honors.  The 
officers  of  this  society  shall  consist  ot'  a  president,  vice-president,  secretary  and 
treasurer.    Five  membeis  shall  be  sufficient  to  organize  this  society. 

COMMODOEE  P.  MOOEE, 
DUNBAE  MOOEE, 
ISAAC  L.  W.  EEYNOLDS 

[And  22  others.] 

[Inclosnre  Ko.  2.] 

Resolved,  That  the  present  unhappy  and  deplorable  condition  of  our 
country  is  plainly  the  consequence  of  the  triumph  of  a  sectional  party 
in  the  late  Presidential  election,  an  event  which  it  was  foreseen  and 
foretold  would  prove  the  destruction  of  our  sisterhood  of  free  and 
sovereign  States. 

Resolved,  That  a  portion  of  the  States  of  the  confederacy  having 
deemed  this  event  a  sufficient  cause  for  a  separation  from  that  ])ortion 
of  their  co-States  by  whose  agency  it  was  brought  about  and  having 
declared  such  separation  it  was  an  act  of  both  folly  and  wickedness  to 
attempt  to  bring  them  back  into  the  Union  by  force  of  arms,  for  "  war 
is  disunion,  certiiu,  inevitable,  final  and  irrepressible." 
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Resolved,  That  this  war  upon  the  seceding  States  was  commenced  by 
the  President  iu  palpable  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  has  been 
attended  at  every  step  of  its  progress  by  a  bold  and  reckless  disregard 
of  the  provisions  of  that  sacred  instrument.  In  the  suspension  of  the 
habeas  corpus,  the  establishment  of  martial  law,  the  seizure  and  impris- 
onment of  citizens  without  warrant  or  legal  authority,  the  raising  of 
standing  armies  and  quartering  them  upon  whole  States  in  subversion 
of  State  authority,  the  shooting  down  of  unofiendiiig  citizens  and  even 
women  and  children  by  his  armed  soldiery  iu  the  streets  of  our  cities, 
the  searching  of  houses  and  the  seizure  of  private  papers  by  the  mili- 
tary alone,  the  President  has  committed  acts  which  at  a  much  earlier 
and  less  enlightened  period  than  the  present  would  have  brought  the 
head  of  an  English  sovereign  to  the  block,  and  when  committed  by  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  a  constitutional  Eepublic  he  should  at  least  be  held 
rigidly  responsible  in  the  mode  prescrilaed  by  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws  for  thiese  high-handed  attacks  upon  public  liberty. 

Resolved,  That  this  war  can  result  in  nothing  but  evil.  It  has  already 
prostrated  the  business  of  the  country  and  destroyed  the  prosperity  of 
the  people.  It  is  loading  us  with  a  burden  of  debt  and  taxation  which 
will  continue  and  depress  the  energies  and  prosperity  of  the  people  for 
ages.  It  is  spreading  mourning  and  woe  throughout  the  land  and  when 
it  shall  end,  be  it  sooner  or  later,  all  its  sacrifices  and  evils  will  only 
have  resulted  in  leaving  us  a  dissevered  country  and  making  of  us  two 
distinct  peoples,  divided  and  alienated  from  each  other,  because  as  his- 
tory will  surely  attest  and  the  civilized  world  will  declare,  the  degen- 
erate and  ungrateful  sons  of  a  portion  of  the  founders  of  our  liberties 
and  free  government  would  not  respect  and  fulfill  in  good  faith  and  in 
a  fraternal  spirit  the  compact  entered  into  by  their  fathers  with  their 
Southern  brethren. 

Resolved,  That  every  consideration  of  patriotism  and  of  public  inter- 
est demands  the  immediate  discontinuance  of  the  present  unnatural 
and  destructive  civil  war,  though  this  should  involve  the  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  the  Southern  Confederacy;  that  a  continuance  of 
the  war  will  not  restore  the  Union  but  will  only  render  its  ultimate 
reconstruction  the  more  distant  and  hopeless. 

[iDclosure  No.  3.] 

Ogdensburg,  October  31, 1861. 
Dear  Augusta  :  Your  letters  with  Joseph's  arrived  to-day  when  I 
was  hard  at  work  for  the  boys  and  I  assure  you  they  gave  me  new  cour- 
age to  work  on.  You  may  get  up  hope  as  high  as  you  can  carry  (sev- 
enty-five pounds  to  the  square  inch  will  not  burst  the  boiler)  for  I  feel 
very  sanguine  that  we  shall  get  them  out,  and  soon  too  I  hope.  Tell 
Louisa  to  draw  it  mild  in  the  Gazette  or  she  will  make  all  my  labor  in 
vain.  I  am  satisfied  that  Wheeler's  account  to  you  is  correct.  I  think 
I  understand  the  whole  matter,  and  if  I  do  not  I  certainly  shall,  and 
shall  be  able  to  work  understandingly. 
Yours,  truly, 

JAMES. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  12, 1861. 
William  A.  Dart,  Esq., 

U.  S.  District  Attorney,  Potsdam,  N.  Y. 
Sir  :  Please  consult  the  Hon.  Preston  King  in  reference  to  the  case  of 
Mrs,  Flanders,  and  should  he  concur  in  deeming  it  advisable  arrest  her 


SUSPECTED  AND   DISLOYAL  PERSONS.  953 

to  this  city  to  be  delive 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


and  convey  her  to  this  city  to  be  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  pro 
vost-marshal. 


F.  W.  SEWAED, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Malone,  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.,  November  15, 1861. 

Hon.  WILLIA3I   H.  tsEWARD. 

Dear  Sir:  Knowing  you  are  a  noble  man  and  have  been  much 
harassed  with  the  cares  of  state  I  venture  and  fear  to  address  a  let- 
ter for  your  own  perusal.  Our  enemies  in  this  and  we  believe  in  an 
adjoining  county  have  used  their  utmost  exertions  to  stop  a  little  Dem- 
ocratic sheet  published  in  this  town.  It  is  respectful  and  has  always 
been  toward  the  Government,  though  acting  according  to  its  convic- 
tions it  could  not  lully  coincide  with  it.  Its  crime,  if  crime  it  be,  and 
only  crime  has  been  in  holding  to  the  peace  policy.  We  do  not  deny 
that  it  still  holds  to  the  same  opinion.  But  we  cannot  believe  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  does  or  ever  has  feared  The  Franklin  Gazette  will 
overthrow  the  Government  or  that  it  is  guilty  of  giving  aid  and  com- 
fort to  the  enemy. 

Why  not  then,  dear  sir,  allow  it  egress  through  the  mails?  I  will 
not  deceive  you.  Its  editor,  F.  D.  Flanders,  was  more  than  three  weeks 
ago  taken  without  knowing  the  charges  against  him  and  without  an 
examination  in  any  shape  to  Fort  Lafayette,  and  from  thence  soon 
removed  to  Fort  Warren.  All  his  friends  hereabout  believe  you  were 
wrought  upon  to  give  the  order  of  arrest  by  our  Congressman,  Wil- 
liam A.  Wheeler,  Mr.  Dart,  of  Potsdam,  and  perhaps  Preston  King,  of 
Ogdensburg,  and  we  can  only  think  the  act  on  their  part  was  one  of  per- 
sonal spite,  not  from  patriotism  or  out  of  a  disinterested  love  to  the 
Government.  It  can  be  proved,  however,  that  William  A.  Wheeler 
has  said  to  a  number  of  respectable  gentlemen  that  he  had  no  part  in 
the  matter. 

My  husband  is  an  innocent  but  not  a  fawning  man.  He  is  true  to 
his  country.  I  do  not  write  at  this  time  to  plead  my  husband's  cause. 
I  call  on  you  to  confer  with  the  Postmaster-General  about  revoking 
the  order  which  forbade  the  Gazette  privileges  of  mail  transportation. 
I  have  since  my  husband's  arrest  become  its  editress,  and  having  a  fam- 
ily of  small  children  dependent  now  ou  me  for  support  and  feeling 
myself  guilty  of  no  disloyalty  to  my  native  land  I  dare  appeal  to  your 
sense  of  justice,  and  entertain  a  strong  hope  that  you  will  speedily  look 
into  the  case  and  inform  me  of  your  decision. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

LOUISA  B.  FLANDEES. 


Malone,  N.  Y.,  December  6, 1861. 
Mr.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Honored  Sir  :  I  apply  to  you  the  second  time  for  a  withdrawal  of 
the  order  forbidding  mail  facilities  for  The  Franklin  Gazette.  Have 
not  my  husband's  enemies  by  this  time  become  satisfied  with  the  evils 
they  have  inflicted  upon  an  innocent,  free  born  and  free  bred  man? 
Have  any  charges  of  disobedience  to  any  law  been  proved  against  him 
and  must  his  innocent  babes  suffer  also?  We  are  a  loyal  family  but  we 
love  peace  and  will  abide  the  decision  of  a  just  jury  if  you  will  give  us 
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the  opportunity  of  a  lawM  trial.  If  we  are  proved  law-abiding,  loyal 
citizens  shall  we — ^that  is,  our  whole  innocent  family — suffer  like  con- 
demned criminals?  My  husband  is  a  poor  man  and  his  printing  estab- 
lishment is  his  only  means  of  procuring  bread  for  his  dependents.  But 
if  he  is  poor  he  is  conscientious  and  believes  iu  peace  as  the  preserver 
of  the  Union.  Has  he  not  the  God-given  right  to  say  so?  Has  not  his 
wife  the  same  right?  I  believe  in  "Peace  on  earth,  good  will  toward 
men."  I  believe  in  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  shall  we  like  the  Apostle 
Paul  and  Silas  be  imprisoned  for  publishing  our  convictions  ?  Will  Mr. 
Seward's  secretary  put  this  letter  into  the  Secretary  of  State's  own 
hands  that  he  may  know  our  guilt  if  there  be  any?  My  husband  and  1 
will  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
at  any  time  it  may  be  offered.  Should  an  American  citizen  be  required 
to  do  more?  Please,  sir,  do  let  me  hear  kindly  from  you  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  receipt  of  this. 

Most  respectfully  and  hopefully,  yours, 

Mes.  F.  D.  FLANDERS. 


Malone,  N.  Y.,  December  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed. 

SiE :  I  wrote  you  just  one  week  ago  and  this  will  be  the  third  letter 
penned  by  myself  for  your  inspection,  and  if  I  receive  no  answer  to 
this  I  shall  probably  write  you  till  I  do  for  I  must  be  heard.  I  was 
born  a  free  citizen  of  a  free  country,  and  until  I  have  transgressed  the 
laws  of  my  country,  or  until  my  country  is  no  more  except  in  name, 
while  I  tread  its  sacred  soil  I  have  as  good  a  right  to  my  "inalienable 
rights  "  and  to  my  pursuit  of  happiness  as  yourself,  even  though  your 
position  is  far  exalted  above  me. 

Sir,  I  am  a  weak  woman — weak  in  body,  but  your  God  is  my  God 
and  knoweth  my  wrongs  received  from  the  hands  of  enemies.  You  can- 
not be  an  enemy  to  those  of  whom  you  of  yourself  know  nothing,  and 
should  you  however  harassed  you  must  be  by  your  mountain  of  cares 
punish  an  American  citizen  without  first  a  trial  by  court?  No  martial 
law  has  been  proclaimed  in  this  State  and  I  do  not  believe  that  you 
hold  to  a  despotic  government.  Why  then,  sir,  cannot  the  paper  now 
under  my  charge  have  the  privileges  of  mail  transportation?  It  advo- 
cates charity  and  love  as  being  the  generators  of  peace  and  prosperity 
among  brethren.  Is  there  crime  in  such  advocacy  ?  If  so  please  direct 
me  where  to  find  it  in  the  statutes.  If  The  Franklin  Gazette  is  of  but 
little  consequence  and  influence  why  fear  its  weakness?  If  it  be  of 
any  influence  we  want  to  use  it  against  England  in  case  she  threatens 
us  too  loudly.  My  husband  writes  me:  "If  there  is  to  be  war  with 
England  I  want  to  be  out  of  my  prison  so  as  to  give  her  one  blow 
myself,  for  you  know  how  I  hate  everything  English."  Sir,  I  choose 
England  above  all  other  kingly  governments,  but  I  love  my  country 
and  my  whole  country  next  to  my  God.  At  least  I  think  I  do  though 
she  has  so  deeply  wronged  me.  True  it  is  no  way  to  make  reasoning 
beings  love  aught  by  its  scourges  inflicted  on  you  and  yours,  but  my 
country  "with  all  thy  faults  I  love  thee  still,"  and  if  necessary  will 
fight  with  all  the  power  given  me  by  Heaven  for  you. 

Will  Mr.  William  H.  Seward's  secretary  put  this  into  Mr.  Seward's 
hands? 

Yours,  respectfully, 

Mes.  F.  D.  FLANDERS. 
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Executive  Department,  Albany,  January  lo,  1862. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln,  &c.,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Sir:  Mr.  Eoswell  Bates  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Eaymond,  of  Franklin 
County,  are  about  to  visit  Washington  and  desire  au  interview  with  you 
on  a  sabject  of  no  little  importance.  They  are  gentlemen  of  excellent 
character  and  I  bespeak  for  them  your  kind  attention.  They  are  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Francis  D.  Flanders  and  Mrs.  Joseph  E.  Flanders  whose 
husbands  are  in  Fort  ■\^'arren  in  tiie  State  of  Massachusetts.  The 
Messrs.  Flanders  are  citizens  of  Franklin  County  in  this  State  and  their 
wives  will  represent  to  you  the  cases  of  their  respective  husbands,  and 
they  will  ask  either  for  their  release  or  for  a  trial  to  determine  whether 
they  ought  to  be  confined.  I  respectfully  ask  you  to  give  a  patient 
hearing  to  the  facts  which  they  will  present. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  MOEGAN. 


Albany,  January  34, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State: 

Will  you  please  forward  to  me  a  permit  for  Mrs.  F.  D.  Flanders  to 
visit  her  husband  at  Port  Warren"?  She  is  waiting  here  for  that 
purpose. 

E.  D.  MOEGA2^r, 
Governor  of  New  YorJc. 


Albany,  January  25, 1862. 
Governor  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Do  not  throw  this  earnest  letter  aside  until  you  shall  have  read 
its  contents.  It  would  speak  to  you  of  a  deed  which  from  present 
appearances  may  yet  be  the  cause  of  death ;  and  would  you  have  false 
accusers  to  be  the  direct  means  of  your  being  a  murderer?  I  cannot 
believe  that  God  has  permitted  a  man  with  your  noble  powers  of  mind 
to  be  wholly  destitut«  of  generous  symi)athies,  though  a  person  in  very 
deep  trouble  may  have  to  dive  deep  down  into  the  recesses  of  your 
heart  to  reach  them.  Nor  can  I  believe  that  you  have  no  sense  of  the 
honor  it  would  restore  to  our  country  by  showing  to  other  nations  that 
justice  is  not  fled  from  it,  though  it  may  have  been  a  while  abased  and 
quiescent  in  amaze  at  this  horrid  war  among  the  brethren  of  these  for- 
mer proud  United  States.  Nor  can  1  believe  that  you  would  (appreci- 
ating the  jmnciples  of  liberty  as  you  assuredly  do)  require  honest  men 
to  swear  before  the  Great  Eternal  to  support  a  policy  of  the  present 
Administration  which  went  against  their  conscientious  convictions  of 
right.  It  must  be  that  Secretary  Seward  has  soul  enough  in  him  of  the 
humane  kind  to  allow  a  dying  man  the  rightful  American  privilege  of  a 
just  trial;  that  if  he  be  guiltless  the  stigma  of  traitor  shall  not  follow 
him  to  his  grave  and  rest  an  everlasting  stain  upon  his  children's 
honor. 

One  and  the  only  accusation  coming  from  any  reliable  authority, 
and  that  I  have  learned  since  I  saw  you  at  Washington,  is  the 
Flanders  brothers  instigated  or  upheld  the  raising  of  a  secession 
flag  in  Franklin  County.  The  Eepublicans  of  said  county  would 
disprove  the  truth  of  such  accusation.  If  other  accusations  against 
the  brothers  are  as  groundless  you  have  been  most  woefully  deceived 
by  their  personal  enemies.    Can  you  be  willing  to  have  wicked,  unscru- 
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pulous  meu  glory  in  the  having  of  your  honorable  self  to  be  their 
instrument  by  Avhich  they  avenge  themselves  of  their  enmity?  Gov- 
ernor Seward,  you  hold  a  position  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  superior 
to  the  President's.  Will  you  permit  injustice  to  follow  ever  in  your 
footsteps  and  have  the  story  written  indelibly  in  history?  Your 
mind,  however  great  and  powerful  it  be,  is  necessarily  at  a  time  like 
this  taxed  with  cares  oi"  state  weighty  and  almost  innumerable,  and 
in  the  midst  of  your  burden  I  do  not  entreat  you  to  in  wrath  remem- 
ber mercy,  but  I  do  ask  you,  elevated  so  high  in  position  as  you  are, 
to  rise  above  personal  feelings  and  remember  justice  is  expected  at 
your  hands.  Should  yoti  be  kind  enough  to  answer  this  letter,  if  by 
only  one  line,  please  direct  to  me  at  Fort  Warren  immediately  upon 
the  receipt  of  it  or  if  delayed  direct  to  me  at  Albany,  Delavan  House. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

Mrs.  p.  D.  FLANDEES. 


Dbpaktment  of  State,  Washington,  February  1, 1862. 
Mrs.  F.  1).  Flanders,  Delavan  House,  Albany. 

Madam:  Your  letter  of  January  29  has  been  received.  In  reply  I 
am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  say  that  Mr.  F.  D.  Flanders 
will  be  released  from  continement  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither 
enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  Governmeut  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with 
persons  residing  in  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary 
of  State;  and  also  that  he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United 
States  during  the  present  insurrection.  A  copy  of  the  oath  is  herewith 
inclosed. 

I  am,  madam,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


War  Department,  Washington,  February  21, 1802. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor. 

Colonel:  You  may  release  on  the  22d  day  of  February  instant  the 
following  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Warren  upon  their  engaging  upon 
honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  *  *  *  F.  D.  Flanders, 
J.  E.  Flanders.  *  *  * 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 


Cases  of  James  McKay  and  the  Crew  of  the  Steamer  Salvor. 

James  McKay  was  captured  on  the  14th  of  October,  1861,  by  the 
steamer  Keystone  State,  Captain  Scott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding,  on 
board  his  steamer  Salvor  about  twenty  miles  south  of  Tortugas.  Cap- 
tain McKay  with  his  vessel  had  supplied  the  U.  S.  officers  at  Tortugas 
with  beef-cattle  until  prohibited  by  the  commanding  ofQcer  at  that  post. 
The  Salvor  was  taken  and  used  by  the  Government  afterward  for  three 
months  for  which  service  McKay  received  something  more  than  $1,000. 
She  was  then  turned  over  to  McKay  to  be  taken  to  Havana  for  repairs 
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on  condition  that  he  would  not  take  her  into  any  port  in  the  hands  of 
the  insurgents  or  perform  any  service  for  them.  A  short  time  after  the 
Salvor  arrived  at  Havana  McKay  disposed  of  her,  as  he  claims,  taking 
in  payment  notes  and  also  power  of  attorney  to  sell  and  as  master  sail 
for  Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  a  cargo  of  contraband  and  other 
goods.  As  stated  above  the  vessel  was  captured  while  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade  under  English  colors  and  taken  to  Philadelphia  as  a 
]irize  while  McKay  was  sent  to  Key  "West  and  committed  to  Fort  Taylor. 
The  grand  jury  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  tlie  south- 
ern district  of  Florida — regular  November  term — ^returned  an  indict- 
ment for  treason  against  James  McKay  "not  a  true  bill."  By  a  letter 
of  January  23, 18G2,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  from  Maj.  B.  H.  Hill, 
the  Department  of  State  was  advised  that  McKay  had  been  released 
from  military  custody  and  would  proceed  to  Washington  and  report 
himself  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  McKay  arrived  in  Washington 
about  February  1, 1862,  where  he  remained  February  15,  when  in  accord- 
ance with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he 
was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

This  man  [Charles  Butler]  was  mate  of  the  steamer  Salvor  and  was 
captured  with  that  vessel  while  endeavoring  to  run  the  blockade  near 
Tortugas  October  14,  1861,  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Keystone  State.  The 
Salvor  was  taken  to  Philadelphia  by  a  prize  crew  and  Butler  was  com- 
mitted to  Fort  Lafayette.  Butler  claimed  to  be  a  subject  of  Denmark, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  facts  of  his  nationality  he  was 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  released  from  Port  Lafayette  Janu- 
ary 8,  1862,  and  was  placed  in  the  custody  of  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray,  of 
New  York. 

William  J.  Browning,  first  engineer  on  board  the  steamer  Salvor,  was 
captured  with  that  vessel  while  endeavoring  to  run  the  blockade  about 
twenty  miles  south  of  Tortugas  October  14, 1861,  by  the  U.  S.  steamer 
Keystone  State,  Captain  Scott  commanding.  The  Salvor  was  taken  to 
Philadelphia  by  a  prize  crew  and  Browning  was  transferred  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  Decemljer  14, 1861,  an  order  Avas  issued  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  to  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafay- 
ette, to  release  Browning  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  &c.  He 
was  accordingly  released  December  17, 1861. 

George  McNabb  was  assistant  engineer  of  the  steamer  Salvor  and 
was  captured  with  that  vessel  while  attemi)ting  to  run  the  blockade 
about  twenty  miles  south  of  Tortugas,  October  14, 1861,  by  the  U.  S. 
steamer  Keystone  State.  The  Salvor  was  taken  to  Philadelphia  by  a 
prize  crew  and  McNabb  was  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was 
released  December  17, 1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  tak- 
ing the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Donald  McKay  was  captured  from  on  board  the  steamer  Salvor  while 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade  some  twenty  miles  south  of  Tortugas 
by  Captain  Scott,  commanding  U.  S.  steamer  Keystone  State,  on  the 
14th  of  October,  1861.  McKay,  a  boy  fifteen  years  of  age,  was  the  son 
of  the  owner  and  master  of  the  Salvor,  which  vessel  contained  a  cargo 
of  contraband  and  other  goods.  He  Avas  brought  to  Philadelphia  by  a 
prize  crew  on  board  the  Salvor  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  where  he 
renmined  February  15, 1862,  when  in  accordance  with  an  order  from  the 
War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge 
of  that  Department. 
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Francisco  Menendez,  captain  of  the  bark  M.  S.  Perry  or  Salvor,  was 
captured  by  the  Keystone  State,  Captain  Scott  commanding,  on  the  14th 
of  October,  1861,  about  twenty  rniles  south  of  Tortugas.  The  Perry  was 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade  T7itJ  the  British  flag  flying  and  with  a 
cargo  of  contraband  and  other  goods.  Menendez  was  brought  in  with 
the  prize  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia  and  forwarded  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
He  was  released  February  3, 1862,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
having  given  in  his  evidence  before  the  prize  court  at  Philadelphia. 

This  person  [Hunter  Semple]  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  bark  M.  S. 
Perry  which  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Keystone  State  October 
14, 1801,  south  of  Tortugas  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  with 
contraband  goods.  He  was  brought  in  with  the  prize  vessel  to  the  port 
of  Philadelphia  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette.  The  said  Hunter  Semple 
was  released  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  February  3, 1862,  hav- 
ing given  his  evidence  before  the  prize  commissioners. 

The  only  information  the  Department  of  State  has  concerning  these 
men  [Messrs.  Barrett  and  Ball]  is  contained  in  two  letters,  one  dated 
Key  West,  Fla.,  November  15,  1861,  addressed  to  T.  J.  Boynton,  esq., 
TJ.  S.  district  attorney.  Key  West,  Fla.,  from  B.  H.  Hill,  major  Second 
Artillery,  commanding,  asking  whether  in  the  examination  before  the 
grand  jury  any  evidence  was  elicited  to  criminate  Messrs.  Barrett  and 
Ball,  passengers  on  the  steamer  Salvor  when  she  was  captured  and  then 
in  confinement  at  Fort  Taylor,  further  stating  that  if  there  is  no  charge 
against  them  he  proposes  to  release  them  on  their  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance;  to  which  O.  S.  Attorney  Boynton  replies  that  he  is  pos- 
sessed of  no  evidence  criminating  Messrs.  Barrett  and  Ball  and  has  no 
reasons  to  urge  why  they  should  not  be  released  on  their  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance. 

Frederick  Louis,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  bark  M.  S.  Perry,  was  cap- 
tured by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Keystone  State  October  14,  1861,  about 
twenty  miles  south  of  the  Tortugas  attempting  to  run  the  blockade. 
Louis  was  brought  with  the  prize  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia  and  for- 
warded to  Fort  Lafayette.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department 
of  State  dated  January  29,  1862,  directing  Marshal  Murray,  of  New 
York,  to  release  Louis  from  Fort  Lafayette,  he  being  a  foreign  subject 
and  his  testimony  being  no  longer  required  in  the  prize  courts.  He 
was  released  February  1, 1862. 

William  Reed  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Salvor  or  M.  S. 
Perry  and  was  captured  with  that  vessel  while  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade  about  twenty  miles  south  of  Tortugas  October  14,  1861,  by 
U.  S.  steamer  Keystone  State,  Captain  Scott  commanding.  The  Salvor 
was  taken  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia  by  a  prize  crew  and  Reed  was 
sent  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Au  order  was  issued  trom  the  Department  of 
State  dated  January  10,  1862,  directing  Marshal  Robert  Murray  to 
release  Reed  unless  his  testimony  was  indispensable.  He  was  accord- 
ingly released  January  15, 1862. 

Peter  Fernandez  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  M.  S.  Perry  or  Salvor, 
which  vessel  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Keystone  State,  Cap- 
tain Scott  commanding,  on  the  14th  of  October,  1861,  while  attempting 
to  run  the  blockade  about  twenty  miles  south  of  Tortugas.  Fernandez 
was  brought  with  prize  to  Philadelphia  and  forwarded  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
He  was  released  February  3,  1862,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
having  given  his  evidence  before  tlie  i)rize  court  at  Philadelphia. 
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Charles  Tifft,  of  Key  West,  Fla.,  was  arrested  at  that  place  on  the  17th 
of  October,  1861,  on  the  charge  of  having  furnished  funds  to  McKay, 
the  master  of  the  steamer  Salvor,  for  the  purchase  of  arms  in  Havana 
to  be  run  into  a  rebel  port  on  board  the  said  steamer.  The  case  of 
Tifift  was  brought  before  the  grand  jury  at  the  November  term  of  the 
U.  S.  district  court  at  Key  West  but  he  was  not  indicted.  He  was 
retained  in  custody,  however,  till  the  6th  day  of  December,  1861,  when 
he  was  released  on  giving  a  bond  with  two  sureties  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000  not  to  leave  the  island  without  the  written  permission  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  port.  The  Department  of  State  had  no 
information  of  this  arrest  till  December  26, 1861,  when  a  report  from 
Maj.  B.  H.  Hill,  commanding  post  at  Fort  Taylor,  dated  December  6, 
1861,  stating  the  above  facts,  was  received  from  the  War  Department. 

Don  Santos,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  bark  M.  S.  Perry  or  Salvor,  was 
captured  by  the  Keystone  State,  Captain  Scott  commanding,  on  the  14th 
of  October,  1861,  about  twenty  miles  south  of  Tortugas.  Th''  Perry 
was  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  with  the  British  flag  flying  and 
with  a  cargo  of  contraband  goods.  Santos  was  brought  with  the  prize 
into  the  port  of  Philadelphia  and  forwarded  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He 
was  released  February  3,  1862,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
having  given  his  evidence  before  the  prize  court  at  Philadelphia. — From 
Record  Book,  State  Department,  "Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 


U.  S.  District  Attorney's  Office, 

Key  West,  October  16, 1861. 
[Maj.  William  H.  French.] 

Sir  :  A  note  addressed  to  yourself  by  Commander  G.  H.  Scott  request- 
ing you  to  return  three  men  taken  from  the  prize  brought  into  this  port 
by  Commander  Scott  and  now  in  Fort  Taylor,  by  you  sent  to  Hon. 
William  Marvin,  has  been  by  him  referred  to  me.*  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  men  mentioned  are  guilty  of  treason  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  the  offense  having  been  committed  on  the  [high] 
seas.  They  can  only  be  tried  in  this  district  after  having  once  been 
brought  here.  It  is  consequently  defeating  the  ends  of  justice  to  take 
or  send  them  to  New  York.  In  addition  to  this  fact  the  vessel  has  been 
libeled  and  an  attachment  regularly  issued  and  the  vessel,  the  Salvor 
or  M.  S.  Perry,  is  now  properly  in  the  custody  of  the  U.  S.  marshal.  If 
the  marshal  should  call  on  you  for  assistance  in  keeping  or  regaining 
possession  of  the  prize  it  is  my  opinion  you  would  be  justified  in  giving 
it,  but  violence  disproportioned  to  the  nature  of  the  outrage  would  not 
of  course  be  justifiable,  such  for  instance  as  sinking  the  vessel  in  the 
channel  to  prevent  her  leaving  port. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  BOYNTON, 

U.  8.  District  Attorney. 

[Indorsement,] 

The  steamer  is  leaving  without  my  being  able  to  send  any  letters  of 

advice  or  explanation.  

WM.  H.  FRENCH, 

Brevet  Major,  Commanding. 


"Hot  found. 
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Headquarters,  Key  West,  October  17, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  City,  D.  0. 

General  :  On  yesterday  I  liad  the  honor  to  report  in  an  indorsement 
upon  a  communication  irom  tbe  U.  S.  district  attorney  here  that  the 
steamer  Keystone  State  had  got  under  weigh,  not  permitting  me  to 
write  in  e.vtenso.  I  now  inclose  a  copy  of  the  letter*  from  the  Ameri- 
can consul  at  Havana  which  1  showed  to  Captain  Scott,  U.  S.  Navy, 
immediately  after  its  receipt  at  about  sundown.  The  Keystone  State 
sailed  and  captured  the  Salvor  at  about  11  j).  m.  the  same  night  (13th). 
The  Salvor  was  brought  in  at  sunrise  the  next  morning.  I  boarded 
her  and  found  the  evidences  so  strong  against  her  and  against  all  on 
board  that  I  sent  the  ofMcer  of  the  day  to  arrest  Mr.  McKay,  the 
owner,  also  two  persons  named  Ball  and  Doctor  Barrett.  These  men 
are  now  confined  in  the  fort. 

The  U.  S.  court  here  then  asserted  jurisdiction  over  this  case  which 
has  been  resisted  by  the  naval  commander,  who  refused  to  obey  the 
arrest  served  on  him  and  sailed  away  after  two  hours'  notice  to  me  of 
his  intent,  requesting  at  the  same  time  that  the  three  prisoners  should 
be  sent  on  board.  I  was  not  prepared  to  lend  myself  to  such  hasty 
action  in  the  presence  of  a  regularly  organized  U.  S.  court  and  declined 
doing  so.  It  is  very  probable  others  on  this  Key  and  elsewhere  are 
implicated  in  this  treasonable  attempt  to  aid  the  rebels. 

This  morning  I  arrested  and  have  confined  Mr.  Charles  Tifft,in  charge 
of  a  large  mercantile  firm  here.  I  have  sufficient  evidence  to  know 
that  he  has  furnished  McKay  with  means  very  recently  on  a  late  visit 
to  the  Havana.  The  unexpected  sailing  of  the  Keystone  State  to 
avoid  the  U.  S.  civil  authorities  carries  oil'  evidence  which  might  trace 
out  others  and  enables  them  to  screen  themselves  from  immediate  sus- 
picion. These  prisoners  will  be  sent  to  New  York  the  first  opportunity 
which  presents,  which  may  be  when  the  steamer  McClellan  returns 
from  Fort  Pickens.    I  will  now  give  a  succinct  history  of  the  Salvor. 

This  propeller  was  built  for  a  wrecker  on  the  Upper  Lakes  but  was 
purchased  for  McKay  for  the  same  purpose  on  the  Florida  Keefs.  No 
business  of  that  kind  doing  McKay  employed  her  to  carry  cattle  from 
Pease  Creek  to  Havana  and  for  the  troops  here  and  at  Tortugas.  The 
blockade  stopped  that  and  learning  that  Hartstene,  late  commander, 
U.  S.  Navy,  was  negotiating  for  her,  I  seized  her  on  her  next  arrival 
here.  The  steamer  was  then  employed  by  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment and  made  one  trip  to  Pickens  and  to  Tortugas.  Running  con- 
stantly in  saltwater  her  boilers  burned  out  and  I  had  a  survey  made 
on  her  by  the  assistant  quartermaster  and  Assistant  Engineer  Grier, 
U.  S.  steamer  Crusader,  who  reported  her  unsafe  and  unfit  to  go  to  sea. 
She  was  then  anchored  under  charge  inside  the  harbor.  About  the 
last  of  August  having  occasion  to  procure  horses  from  the  Havana  the 
acting  assistant  quartermaster  informed  me  that  Captain  McKay 
thought  his  steamer  would  be  able  to  go  and  return  with  them.  The 
quartermaster  returned  in  about  a  week  and  reported  that  the  steamer 
had  broken  down  and  could  not  be  repaired  for  some  time.  Since 
then  she  has  remained  in  the  Havana.  The  horses,  however,  were 
purchased  and  arrived  here  in  a  schooner  about  a  week  since.  The 
money  was  advanced  by  Mr.  Tifi't  through  Mr.  McKay.    The  quarter 

•Omitted. 
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ma-ster  has  not  paid  for  tbem.     Tiie  amount  is  about  $1,800.    The 
consul's  letter  exbibits  the  rest  of  the  transaction. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  Ji.  i''EENOn, 
Brevet  Major,  V.  S.  Arviy,  Commanding. 


HEADQtTAliTERS,  Key  ir*'s/,  October  18,  1861. 
General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 
General  :  The  inclosed  dispatches*  just  received  from  the  consulate- 
general  at  the  Havana  are  self-explanatory.  1  cordially  and  earnestly 
request  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  vigilance  of  Mr. 
Savage,  our  consul  at  the  Havana.  To  his  unremitting  energy  it  is  due 
that  the  rebels  were  frustrated  in  the  case  of  the  Salvor.  That  there 
is  no  naval  steamer  or  available  war  vessel  on  this  station  to  intercept 
the  others  is  referable  to  another  department.  The  McClcllan  cannot 
take  the  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  11.  FKENGH, 
brevet  Major,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  31,  1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Savy. 

Sir:  I  have  read  with  much  interest  the  report  and  accompanying 
papers  received  with  your  letter*  of  the  10th  instant  of  Commander 
G.  H.  Scott,  commanding  the  U.  S.  steamer  Keystone  State,  dated  25th 
instant  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  steamship  Salvor  or^VI.  S.  Perry, 
and  return  them  hei-ein  with  my  thanks.  The  course  pursued  by  Com- 
mander Scott  in  bringing  the  said  steam-ship  to  Philadelphia  appears 
to  have  been  very  judicious.  The  slaves  to  Avhoni  he  relers  should  1 
think  be  retained  at  the  navy-yard  there  for  such  service  as  they  can 
be  usefully  employed  upon  and  it  would  perhaps  be  advisable  to  place 
on  tile  in  this  Department  such  of  tlte  letters  referred  to  in  his  report 
as  are  not  required  for  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser\ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Navy  Department,  Wanhington,  November  9, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commandant,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 
Sir:  The  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia  has  been 
directed  to  send  the  following  named  persons  to  Fort  Lafayette.  They 
were  on  board  the  Salvor  at  tlie  time  of  her  capture  by  the  Keystone 
State,  viz:  Ponche  [Francisco]  Menendez,  captain;  J,  | Charles]  But- 
ler, first  officer;  W.  J.  Browning,  first  engineer;  George  McNabb, 
second  engineer;  Donald  McKay,  supercargo;  Hunter  Semple,  cook; 
William  Keed,  Frederick  Louis,  Peter  Fernandez,  David  Evans,  seamen. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  .GIDEON  WELLES. 


•  Omitted. 
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Fort  Lafayette,  Novemher  12,  1861. 
James  McNabb,  Esq.,  No.  16  John  Street,  New  Yorlc. 

Dear  Brother:  Having  arrived  at  our  destination  in  the  fort  here 
and  having  drawn  up  a  petition  to  send  to  the  English  consul  I  beg 
that  you  will  do  us  the  favor  to  take  it  to  him,  as  none  of  us  know  the 
directions,  and  oblige.  We  arrived  last  night  and  are  much  more 
comfortable  here  than  on  board  the  Princeton. 
From  vour  affection  ate  brother, 

GEORGE  McNABB. 

[Tnclosure.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  November  12, 1861. 
Heb  British  Majesty's  Consul,  Neiv  Yorlc. 

Sir:  Being  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  without  just  cause,  and  not 
having  any  opportunity  to  appear  before  you  personally  I  hope,  sir, 
you  will  excuse  the  writer  of  tliese  lines  for  the  inconvenience  they 
might  create  you.  I,  the  master  of  the  British  steamer  M.  S.  Perry, 
in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  said  vessel,  now  confined  in  Fort 
Lafayette,  petition  you  to  look  into  our  case  the  particulars  of  which 
are  as  follows : 

The  British  steamer  M.  S.  Perry  (formerly  called  Salvor),  owned  by 
Mr.  John  McLenaii,  British  subject  in  Havana,  left  Havana  on  the 
13th  of  October  last  with  a  cargo  of  assorted  merchandise  consisting 
principally  of  coffee  and  cigars  and  eight  passengers  (owners  of  the 
cargo)  on  board,  bound  for  Nassau,  New  Providence,  via  Key  West. 
Two  of  said  passengers  were  destined  for  Key  West,  the  other  six  for 
Nassau;  the  cargo  likewise  was  sliip])ed  and  cleared  for  Nassau,  New 
Providence.  The  said  steamer  was  properly  cleared  in  Havana  as  an 
English  vessel  through  the  custom-house  and  English  consul.  We 
passed  the'Moro  Castle  at  7.30  a.  ni.  on  the  13th  of  October  last  shap- 
ing our  course  for  Key  West  to  land  the  two  passengers  specified. 
The  engine  being  in  bad  condition  were  obliged  to  stop  engine  every 
two  hours  or  so  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  at  a  time  to  repair  the  engine. 
For  that  reason  we  kept  a  well  westerly  course  (as  the  current  sets 
strong  to  the  eastward  in  the  Gulf  Stream)  so  as  not  to  come  to  lee- 
ward (eastward)  of  Key  West.  The  steamer  didn't  average  more  than 
three  miles  and  a  half  per  hour. 

About  10  p.  m.  same  day  fell  in  with  the  U.  S.  steamer  Keystone 
State,  steerin  g  to  th  e  westward.  We  were  then  accordin  g  to  my  reckon- 
ing about  thirty-five  miles  to  the  southward  and  westward  from  Sand 
Key  Light,  which  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Key  West,  steering  northeast.  I 
was  ordered  by  the  commander  of  said  war  steamer  to  heave  to  which 
I  immediately  did.  We  were  boarded  and  taken  as  a  prize  to  Key 
West,  where  the  ship's  papers  were  taken  ashore  by  the  U.  S.  marshal 
and  three  passengers  transferred  to  Fort  Taylor,  Key  West.  After 
remaining  in  Key  West  for  two  days  the  steamer  Keystone  State  took 
the  M.  S.  Perry  in  tow  and  started  for  Philadelphia  where  we  arrived 
the  25th  of  October.  We  were  examined  before  the  prize  commis- 
sioners and  sent  on  board  the  Princeton,  U.  S.  receiving  ship  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

All  communication  with  the  shore  being  prohibited  I  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  employ  a  legal  adviser.  1  sent  one  letter  to  the  British  consul 
in  Philadelphia  but  if  said  letter  arrived  at  the  point  of  destination  I 
do  not  know  as  I  did  not  receive  any  answer.    Yesterday  afternoon  we 
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left  for  Fort  Lafayette  where  we  arrived  last  night.    Four  of  the  pas- 
sengers, owners  of  the  cargo,  remained  in  Philadelphia  I  believe. 

Hoping,  sir,  that  you  will  listen  to  our  petition  and  do  something 
to[ward|  our  liberation  or  a  hearing  before  proper  authority,  we  sign 
ourselves,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

FRANCISCO  MENENDEZ, 

Master  of-M.  8.  Perry. 
CHAS.  I5UTLER, 

Mate. 
W.  J.  BROWNING, 

First  Engineer. 
GEORGE  McNABB, 

Second  Engineer. 

his 

HUNTER  X  SEMPLE, 

mark 

Cook. 
PETER  FERNANDEZ, 

Seaman. 
FREDERICK  LOUIS, 

Seaman. 
WM.  REED, 
D.  McKAY, 

Passengers. 

Fort  Lafayette,  November  20. 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Sir  :  I  was  bom  in  the  city  of  Hoboken,  State  of  New  Jersey,  and 
resided  inthecityof  New  York  until  the  last  six  years  when  on  account 
of  bad  health  I  removed  to  Havana,  Island  of  Cuba,  where  I  have 
resided  since.  On  the  3d  of  October  I  engaged  as  engineer  on  board 
of  the  steamer  Salvor,  and  on  the  12th  of  the  same  month  I  signed 
articles  granted  by  the  English  consul  at  Havana  for  a  voyage  to 
Nassau  and  return.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  the  captain 
or  owners  until  my  capture  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Keystone  State,  when 
I  was  informed  by  the  prize  officer  in  charge  that  we  were  taken  for 
running  the  blockade.  I  gave  the  prize  engineer  all  assistance  in  my 
power  by  standing  watch  and  working  the  engine  until  it  broke  down. 

I  have  not  been  in  any  of  the  Southern  States  for  tlie  last  seven  years, 
and  the  only  time  then  was  when  I  was  second  engineer  of  the  steamer 
Empire  City,  in  the  employ  of  M.  O.  Roberts,  of  New  York  City,  carry- 
ing the  U.  S.  mail  from  New  Y^ork,  Havana  and  New  Orleans.  My 
assistant,  Mr.  George  McNabb,  is  similarly  situated,  having  resided  in 
Havana  the  last  three  years.  He  also  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  and  resided  in  Paterson  until  his  removal  to  Havana. 

And  now,  sir,  having  stated  our  situation,  we  respectfully  petition 
our  release  from  this  place  so  as  to  enable  us  to  return  to  Havana  to 
work  at  our  trade  as  engineers  for  the  support  of  our  families  as  they 
are  depending  on  our  labor  for  their  daily  bread,  having  no  other  means 
of  living.  That  we  are  both  Northern  men  and  of  good  Union  princi- 
ples Consul  Savage,  of  Havana,  would  vouch  for  us. 

Honored  sir,  I  would  respectfully  ask  permission  for  my  little  daughter 
(Camilla  Browning,  eleven  years  old,  accompanied  by  her  grandmother, 
Ann  Clark),  residing  No.  62  Bedford  street.  New  York  City,  to  visit  me 
while  I  remain  here.  I  have  not  seen  her  but  once  in  the  last  three 
years. 
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Hoping  that  you  will  think  favorably  of  our  case  and  grant  our  peti- 
tion, we  respectfully  subscribe  ourselves,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  J,  BROWNING. 
GEORGE  McNABB. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  28, 1861. 
William  A.  Lighthall,  Esq.,  New  Yorh. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  relative  to  Don- 
ald McKay,  captured  on  board  the  steamer  Salvor.  lu  reply  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  it  is  not  deemed  expedient  to  release  him  at  present, 
but  you  are  at  liberty  to  furnish  him  with  any  articles  which  may  be 
necessary  for  his  comfort. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Fort  Lafayette,  December  2, 1861. 
[Hon.  William  H.  Seward.] 

Honorable  Sir  :  I  saw  a  letter  from  the  State  Department  which 
was  signed  by  Lieutenant  Hawley  saying  not  to  employ  any  one  to  try 
to  get  me  out.  This  is  the  way  I  understand  it.  I  was  taken  in  the 
prize  Salvor  which  the  Keystone  State  took.  They  left  my  father  at 
Key  West  in  the  fort  and  I  was  brought  here,  for  what  I  do  not  know. 
I  am  only  fifteen  years  old.  I  asked  Captain  Scott  to  let  me  see  my 
father  before  we  come  off  and  he  would  not  do  it.  I  think  it  is  very 
hard.  I  had  no  interest  in  vessel  nor  cargo.  I  was  merely  a  passenger 
with  my  father,  and  if  it  is  in  your  power  to  let  me  know  whether  I  am 
to  stay  here  or  not  please  let  me  know,  for  I  want  to  go  where  my 
father  is  if  it  is  possible.  I  have  one  or  two  friends  in  New  York.  I 
was  instructed  to  write  to  you.  If  you  can  do  anything  for  me  will  you 
please  do  so  and  give  me  an  answer  as  I  am  anxious  to  get  where  my 
father  is. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DONALD  McKAY. 


Headquarters, 
Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  Fla.,  December  6, 1861. 
The  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  When  I  assumed  command  of  this  post  on  the  7th  ultimo  1 
found  four  citizens  confined  as  prisoners,  viz,  James  McKay,  Charles 
Tiftt,  R.  H.  Barrett  and  W.  G.  Ball,  all  of  whom  were  arrested  in  con- 
nection with  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Salvor  by  the  U.  S.  steamer 
Keystone  State  on  the  14th  of  October  and  whose  cases  were  reported 
to  you  by  Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  French  then  in  command. 

Three  of  these  cases  I  have  disposed  of  as  follows:  Messrs.  Ball  and 
Barrett  were  passengers  on  board  the  Salvor  and  were  arrested  and 
detained  principally  as  witnesses,  but  in  the  investigation  before  the 
grand  jury  in  its  November  term  did  not  appear  to  know  anything  of  the 
cargo  of  the  Salvor,  and  on  the  ISth  of  November  I  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  U.  S.  district  attorney,  a  copy  of  which  and  his  reply  I  inclose, 
upon  which  I  released  them  upon  the  21.st  ultimo.  Both  have  taken 
tbe  oath  of  allegiance.    Mr.  Charles  Tifft  is  a  merchant  of  Key  West 
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and  was  arrested  here  on  the  17th  of  October  on  the  charge  of  having 
furnished  funds  to  McKay  for  the  purchase  of  arms,  &c.,  in  Havana,  to 
be  run  into  a  rebel  port  on  board  the  steamer  Salvor.  There  was  no 
evidence,  however,  to  support  this  cliarge  before  the  grand  jury  and 
the  indictment  for  treason  was  returned  the  7th  of  November  as  not  a 
true  bill,  but  Mr.  Titft  had  previously  made  himself  very  obuoxious  to 
the  loyal  citizens  of  this  community  by  his  secession  opinions  and 
although  he  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  it  was  beheved  that  it 
was  with  the  view  of  only  saving  himself  from  being  sent  off  the  island. 
I  therefore  did  not  think  it  proper  to  release  him  on  the  action  of  the 
grand  jury.  I  am  now  satisfied  that  a  period  has  arrived  when  the  cor- 
rectional punishment  and  confinement  should  terminate  and  on  the 
application  of  Judge  William  Marvin,  U.  8.  district  judge  of  this  dis- 
trict, and  Charles  Howe,  U.  S.  collector  of  this  port,  whose  joint  letter 
I  inclose,*  and  iu  consideration  that  he  has  now  been  confined  since 
17th  of  October  I  have  released  him.  I  have,  however,  taken  the  pre- 
caution to  cause  him  to  execute  a  bond  with  two  sureties  for  $5,000  that 
he  does  not  leave  the  island  without  the  written  i)ermission  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  this  post. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
Major,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  also  inclose  a  communication  t  just  received  from  Mr.  Charles 

Tifft. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Headquakteks,  Key  West,  Fla.,  November  15,  1861. 
T.  J.  BOTNTON,  Esq.,  U.  S.  District  Attorney,  Key  West,  Fla. 

Sir:  I  request  that  you  will  inform  me  whether  in  the  examination 
before  the  grand  jury  on  its  recent  term  any  evidence  was  elicited  to 
criminate  in  any  degree  Messrs.  Barrett  and  Ball,  who  are  now  in  con- 
finement in  Port  Taylor.  They  seem  to  have  been  passengers  on  board 
the  steamer  Salvor  when  she  was  captured,  and  if  there  is  no  charge 
against  them  and  no  reason  for  longer  holding  them  as  prisoners  I  pro- 
pose to  release  them  on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  hill. 
Major,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  Ko.  2.] 

(J.  S.  District  Attorney's  Office, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  November  15, 1861. 

Maj.  B.  H.  Hill,  Commanding  Fort  Taylor. 

Sir:  Tour  note  of  this  morning  concerning  Barrett  and  Ball,  now 
{•onfined  in  Fort  Taylor,  is  received.  I  have  iu  my  possession  no  evi- 
dence in  any  [way]  criminating  them  and  have  no  reason  to  urge  why 
you  should  not  carry  out  the  intention  you  express  of  releasing  them 
on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  BOYNTON, 

TJ.  8.  Attorney. 

•Omitted.  tNot  Found. 
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Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  Fla.,  December  7, 1861. 
h.  Thomas,  Adjutant-General,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  instructions  in  regard  to  Oapt. 
James  McKay  who  I  found  a  prisoner  at  this  post  when  I  assumed 
command.  The  case  has  been  already  reported  to  you  by  Major  French. 
The  grand  jury  in  its  November  term  liad  the  case  of.  Captain  McKay 
before  it,  but  the  steamer  Salvor,  of  which  he  was  the  reputed  master 
and  owner,  was  taken  North  for  trial  by  Captain  Scott,  U.  S,  Navy, 
her  captor,' contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  judicial  authorities  here,  and 
on  examination  of  the  case  before  the  grand  jury  there  was  really  no 
evidence  before  it  to  criminate  McKay  and  the  bill  of  indictment  was 
returned  "not  a  true  bill."  I  inclose  the  certificate  of  the  U.  S.  clerk. 
I  have,  however,  still  detained  Captain  McKay  and  he  is  still  a  pris- 
oner in  this  fort  and  I  request  instructions  in  relation  to  him.  I  pre- 
sume that  on  examination  of  the  cargo  of  the  Salvor  which  was  taken 
to  Philadelphia,  as  I  see  by  the  newspapers,  the  measure  of  Captain 
McKay's  guilt  or  innocence  can  be  determined.  He  informs  me  that  he 
has  written  to  General  Thomas,  Adjutant  General.  He  has  been  con- 
fined in  this  fort  since  14th  of  October  and  expresses  liis  willingness  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  n.  HILL, 
Major,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding. 

[Iiiclosurc] 

District  Court  of  thk  United  States, 

Southern  District  of  Fla. : 

I,  George  D.  Allen,  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  southern  district  of  Florida,  do  hei-eby  certify  that  the  regular 
November  term  of  said  court  has  this  7th  day  of  November,  1861, 
adjourned  siwe  die  and  that  the  grand  jury  returned  an  indictment  for 
treason  against  James  McKay  "not  a  true  bill,"  and  an  indictment  for 
treason  against  Charles  Titft  "not  a  true  bill." 

In  testimony  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  the  seal  of 
said  court  at  Key  West,  this  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  1861. 

GEORGE  D.  ALLEN, 

Clerk. 


Fort  Taylor,  Key  West,  December  7, 1861. 
General  L.  Thomas,  Washington  City. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  my  confinement  here  now  two  very  long  months  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  twice*  in  which  I  tried  to  give 
you  a  brief  sketch  of  how  I  got  here.  Up  to  this  time  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  my  case  other  than  a  number  of  misstatements  in  relation  to 
me  from  here  which  I  observed  in  the  public  prints.  By  this  time,  how- 
ever, I  hoi)e  the  steamer  is  discharged  of  her  cargo  and  contents  known, 
the  owners  of  which  are  with  the  steamer  and  cargo,  or  the  representa- 
tives of  it,  with  the  exception  of  3  bags  of  coffee,  5,000  cigars  and  4 
cases  of  gin  which  belonged  to  myself.  I  was  exceedingly  glad  to  tind 
that  my  negroes  arrived  out  here  some  ten  days  since  on  a  Government 
schooner  with  instructions  to  the  captain  to  report  with  them  to  Com- 
modore [McjKean.    This  is  charitable  in  their  behalf  to  send  them  to 

*  Previous  letters  omitted  because  their  substance  is  restated  in  this. 
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this  climate.  I  Avisli  that  my  young  son  had  been  sent  with  them  as 
he  is  not  known  in  Philadelphia  and  has  neither  clothes  nor  means 
and  must  therefore  suffer  in  that  climate.  His  mother  urged  me  to 
take  him  with  me  from  home  for  fear  he  would  be  led  away  during 
my  absence  and  this  is  the  result.  I  little  doubt  have  you  to  tliank  for 
the  negroes  being  returned  out  South.  Whether  ever  returned  to  me 
or  not  it  is  a  kindness  to  them  as  they  desired  it.    I  feel  grateful. 

As  the  Hon.  Judge  Marvin  of  this  place  is  [going]  North  I  cannot 
help  troubling  you  once  more  [with]  a  statement  of  how  I  have  been  so 
unfortunately  placed  betwixt  two  fires  and  been  so  since  commencement 
of  our  country's  troubles.  Ever  since  November,  1 800,  up  tillJune,  1861, 
I  was  not  at  Tampa  or  with  my  family  ten  days  all  put  together,  being 
attending  to  my  cattle  exportations  from  Charlotte  Harbor  to  Havana 
which  for  me  was  extensive  and  required  my  individual  attention.  Still 
I  am  named  publicly  in  the  prints  of  being  a  prominent  individual  in 
the  secession  cause  and  a  commissioner  for  obtaining  loans  for  the  Con- 
federate States.  To  this  report  I  can  only  reply  that  I  have  never  been 
requested  by  the  State  to  occupy  such  a  position  nor  have  I  ever  asked 
any  person  or  persons  to  aid  in  such,  having  more  interest  in  making 
good  my  own  engagements,  which  as  matters  have  turned  I  have  oper- 
ated too  extensively  I  regret  to  say,  but  would  have  done  well  both  for 
the  portion  of  country  in  which  I  lived  as  also  for  myself  if  our  country 
had  remained  as  formerly.  As  you  are  aware  in  too  many  instances  is  the 
country  ruined  by  politicians  and  in  Tampa  there  are  three  or  four  of 
those  who  have  done  nothing  but  live  from  the  public  crib  while  any- 
thing was  there,  of  which  1  have  had  no  hesitancy  in  telling  them,  and 
ever  since  the  State  seceded  they  have  had  their  powers  turned  toward 
my  downfall  if  possible  as  they  were  envious  of  my  exertions  and  success 
in  my  undertakings. 

When  Major  French  arrived  here  with  his  officers  and  men,  &c.,  from 
Texas  I  happened  that  day  to  arrive  here  from  Havana  with  my  steamer. 
The  major  and  some  of  my  old  acquaintances  came  on  board,  all  of 
whom  I  was  pleased  to  see.  During  the  afternoon  Major  Porter — now 
I  believe  Brigadier-General  Porter — can^e  on  board  and  asked  me  if  I 
would  be  kind  enough  to  go  and  try  to  catch  Lieutenant  Piatt  and  men 
who  were  slowly  drifting  out  to  sea  on  a  fiat  with  some  Government 
property  on  board.  I  immediately  looked  and  observed  the  fact, 
ordered  steam  on  my  boat  and  went  and  brought  them  back,  for  which 
Lieutenant  Piatt  was  very  grateful  and  Major  Porter  offered  to  pay  me 
which  I  refused,  stating  I  was  glad  of  having  the  pleasure  of  assisting 
old  acquaintances.  Major  Porter  thanked  me  and  stated  that  he  had 
asked  the  captain  of  steamer  Galveston,  belonging  to  Harris  &  Morgan, 
who  refused.  This  act  of  mine  was  carried  to  my  enemies  in  Tampa  and 
noted  against  me. 

In  a  week  or  two  after  Lieutenant  Benson,  post  quartermaster  at 
Tortugas,  asked  me  if  I  could  not  supply  him  with  beef  or  cattle  at 
Tortugas.  I  replied  that  I  had  the  cattle  but  that  my  engagements 
in  Havana  would  not  permit  me  to  leave  cattle  on  my  way  with  them 
but  on  my  next  trip  I  would  call  to  oblige  him  with  what  he  then 
required,  which  I  did  to  Tortugas  and  left  him  three  head,  being  all  he 
wanted.  This  was  another  heinous  act  of  me  and  capital  for  my  Tampa 
enemies.  These  acts  of  mine  came  to  their  ears  in  Tampa.  They 
enlarged  upon  it,  as  I  was  never  there,  and  spread  around  the  country 
that  1  was  carrying  my  cattle  from  Charlotte  Harbor  to  Havana  and 
then  putting  the  Spanish  flag  on  my  boat,  carried  the  same  cattle  back 
and  sold  them  to  the  United  States  Government  at  Tortugas  and  Key 
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West,  and  that  I  was  a  general  agent  for  the  Government  and  a  traitor 
and  should  be  hnng.  These  reports  were  spread  extensively  without 
my  knowledge.  The  excitement  occasioned  by  these  few  was  the  means 
of  preventing  Captain  Aulder,  of  this  place,  who  supplied  citizens  and 
troops  here  with  beef  for  years,  of  being  furnished  with  beef-cattle  from 
neighborhood  of  Tampa  as  formerly,  although  Captain  Aulder  informed 
me  that  the  governor  and  Mr.  Mallory  had  written  them  of  their  approval 
of  his  doing  so;  and  as  I  controlled  all  the  beef-cattle  and  put  up 
wharves,  &c.,  at  Charlotte  Harbor  I  told  Captain  Aulder  that  he  could 
be  supplied  at  Charlotte  Harbor  by  me,  and  then  he  could  supply  Key 
West  and  Tortugas,  for  which  accommodation  Captain  Craven  and 
Major  French  would  allow  me  to  pass  and  continue  my  business  to 
Havana  as  formerly. 

About  the  20th  of  May  I  was  asked  by  Major  French  if  I  could  not 
take  Judge  Douglas  and  family  as  also  several  others,  some  of  whose 
vessels  had  been  seized  here,  and  carry  them  to  Tampa  or  rather  to 
Cedar  Keys.  I  told  him  if  he  desired  it  I  would  by  being  allowed  to 
call  at  Tampa  aud  obtain  some  wood,  as  some  time  previous  to  this  I 
was  informed  that  I  could  not  go  to  Tampa  with  my  steamer.  I  carried 
the  persons  to  Cedar  Keys  as  requested,  for  which  I  received  or  col- 
lected from  them  $180,  my  trip  costing  me  $300 ;  but  many  of  them  had 
no  money.  On  my  return  from  Cedar  Keys  to  Tampa  for  wood  Captain 
Hartstene,  of  the  C.  S.  Navy,  called  on  board  my  steamer  and  looked 
around  her,  but  did  not  say  anything  in  relation  to  purchasing.  This 
I  informed,  I  believe.  Judge  Marvin,  of  here,  as  also  Major  French.  On 
my  return  from  Havana  about  the  6th  of  June  Commodore  (Com- 
mander] Mervine  seized  or  rather  detained  my  vessel  and  crew,  stating 
that  she  must  not  go  to  the  mainland,  neither  must  I  myself.  This  was 
a  serious  loss  to  me  as  I  had  twenty  men  and  horses  gathering  my 
cattle  and  they  would  be  in  readiness,  which  they  were,  for  me  and 
after  keeping  them  for  two  weeks'  herding  let  loose  again.  A  few  days 
after  the  vessel  was  seized  by  the  commodore  [commander]  the  quarter- 
master, Lieutenant  Gillem,  asked  me  how  much  my  boat  cost  me  a 
day  for  men's  wages.  I  told  him  about  $38  per  day.  He  said  he  wished 
some  stores  from  Tortugas  and  would  send  her  down  there.  At  his 
request  I  went  and  performed  his  desire.  If  I  desired  to  do  wrong  I 
had  then  the  power  of  taking  my  boat  home,  but  if  I  had  done  so  there 
was  no  security  for  her  as  I  could  not  then  nor  since  place  her  in  safety 
in  Tampa  or  Charlotte  Harbor  and  all  other  places  blockaded  as  where 
she  could  go  the  most  of  the  Government  vessels  could  go  and  take  her 
away,  hence  the  folly  of  my  at  any  time  being  desirous  of  taking  her 
there  as  is  now  represented.  The  vessel  was  therefore  kept  and  crew 
by  the  quartermaster  and  used,  and  I  was  permitted  myself  to  go  and 
see  my  family  at  Tampa  in  a  fishing  smack  in  company  with  the  Cath- 
olic priest  who  was  returning  to  Tampa.  On  our  arrival  at  Tampa  or 
soon  after  some  twelve  men  armed,  at  the  suggestion  I  understand  of 
these  enemies  of  mine,  seized  the  smack,  stating  that  she  belonged  to 
Union  citizens  of  Key  West.  I  considered  myself  morally  bound  for 
the  vessel  as  they  had  kindly  placed  myself  and  the  priest  home  and 
as  such  1  immediately  informed  the  governor  of  the  case  who  immedi- 
ately sent  down  a  person  to  release  the  smack.  Upon  this  information 
being  received  these  enemies  made  up  their  mind  that  she  should  not 
be  delivered  and  that  night  they  burnt  the  smack  and  threatened  vio- 
lence to  the  men  who  came  with  her.  I  immediately  in  connection  with 
the  agent  of  the  governor  procured  a  boat  which  I  sent  my  son  in  down 
the  bay  and  got  the  men  safe  off.    By  this  time  the  reports  concerning 
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myself  had  beeu  spreading  around  the  country  to  an  alarming  extent  I 
found,  for  the  safety  of  myself  and  family,  I  therefore  demanded  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  matter  which  was  had,  and  after  an  investigation  of 
over  two  weeks  nothing  could  be  substantiated  more  than  that  1  obeyed 
the  order  of  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Government.  Whether 
that  was  my  saving  Lieutenant  Piatt  and  men  or  coming  to  anchor  in 
the  harbor  of  Key  West  when  so  requested  by  Captain  Craven  I  know 
not.  For  this  I  had  to  find  bonds  for  $10,000  to  appear  at  circuit  court 
in  October  last  which  under  all  the  circumstances  has  been  impossible 
for  me  to  do.    What  may  be  the  result  of  this  to  me  I  cannot  now  say. 

After  this  being  all  over  at  Tampa  I  was  informed  that  if  I  was  at 
Key  West  I  would  receive  my  steamer  and  negroes  back  again  as  her 
boiler  was  not  in  good  order,  the  Government  having  used  her  one 
month,  for  which  I  received  only  $1,026, 1  think,  and  up  to  this  time  is 
all  I  received,  all  the  time  since  June  6  having  oflScers  and  men  on 
board  for  which  I  have  paid  out  over  $4,800  in  cash  and  still  due  some. 
The  steamer  was  detained  here  near  three  months.  I  was  then  allowed 
to  take  her  and  crew  away  on  condition  that  she  would  not  be  carried 
to  the  Confederate  States.  I  therefore  left  for  Havana  with  the  inten- 
tion of  having  her  boiler  overhauled  and  obtain  soft  coal  and  send  her 
on  to  New  York  and  through  my  merchants  in  Havana  to  have  her  sold 
in  their  name,  as  1  being  a  citizen  of  the  South  dare  not  sell  her  at  the 
risk  of  my  life  North,  Upon  inquiry  of  the  American  consul.  Savage, 
I  found  that  my  merchants  could  not  hold  her,  as  they  were  citizens  of 
Havana,  and  by  the  proclamation  of  President  Lincoln  she  would  be 
subject  to  confiscation  if  I  owned  her  and  [was]  found  on  the  sea,  as 
also  my  negroes  by  the  proclamation  then  of  Fremont,  of  manu- 
mission. I  was  therefore  placed  in  a  very  unpleasant  position  and 
how  to  act  I  did  not  know.  Could  not  sell  my  steamer  for  cash  in 
Havana  and  otherwise  it  would  be  folly;  durst  not  leave  my  negroes 
there  I  being  under  bonds  to  carry  them  off  the  island.  I  wrote  Major 
French  here  that  I  did  not  see  how  I  could  return  by  way  of  Key  West, 
as  I  promised  him  to  bring  fourteen  ponies  from  Cuba  for  his  battery, 
after  observing  these  proclamations.  He  did  not  answer  me.  This 
therefore  convinced  me  more  of  my  risk.  This  was  really  hard,  after 
going  to  the  expense  of  havin  g  my  boiler  repaired,  which  took  two  weeks. 

At  last  I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  from  Nassau,  New  Provi- 
dence, that  if  I  had  my  vessel  in  Nassau  I  could  sell  her  he  thought  to 
a  company  there  who  was  supplying  that  place  with  fresh  beef  from 
New  York,  but  there  was  a  risk  in  even  getting  her  there.  He  told 
me — and  which  I  had  seen — several  American  schooners  from  Rhode 
Island  and  other  parts  [were]  arriving  with  English  colors,  and  that  he 
himself  was  American  and  was  in  the  same  way.  1  therefore  made 
inquiry  of  the  English  consul  of  the  requisite  to  hold  an  English  vessel. 
He  very  kindly  told  me,  and  after  stating  my  condition  to  Anierican 
Consul  Savage  he  said  he  did  not  know  any  other  way  I  could  be  secure 
under  the  circumstances.  Therefore  Mr.  Savage  accordingly  drew  up 
the  bill  in  name  of  a  British  subject  who  gave  me  his  notes  and  power 
of  attorney  to  sell  the  vessel.  Being  under  such  heavy  expense  and 
short  of  money  I  put  her  for  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  in  a  few 
days  received  some  freight,  enough  I  presumed  to  pay  expenses  going 
there,  and  left  with  part  of  a  cargo  and  owners  of  same  on  board  on 
13th  of  October  for  Nassau.  My  negroes  being  on  board  and  my  young 
son  1  was  desirous  of  making  the  mainland  of  Florida  and  requested 
the  captain  to  steer  the  vessel  for  Tortugas,  so  that  when  I  made  the 
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land  in  sight  I  intended  sending  my  young  son  and  negroes  in  a  boat 
and  send  them  home  and  for  him  to  inform  the  court  there  the  impossi- 
bility of  my  getting  home.  No  person  on  board  knowing  my  intention  of 
this  I  did  not  see  any  use  in  telling  them  until  I  saw  the  land.  It  is  well 
known  I  could  not  take  my  negroes  to  Nassau,  and  after  I  had  got  clear  of 
my  son  and  negroes  I  myself,  steamer,  &c.,  to  proceed  to  Nassau,  as  first 
intended.  In  trying  to  place  my  property  as  above  stated  in  safety,  as 
certainly  could  have  been  done  by  me  at  a  proper  time  if  Commodore 
Mervine  had  not  taken  the  advantage  of  the  privilege  granted  me  at 
first  by  Major  French  and  Captain  Craven,  which  is  an  advantage  taken 
of  their  own  acts,  and  jn  which  the  Government  troops  and  this  island 
were  benefited  in  being  supplied  with  fresh  beef;  m  short  my  property 
was  taken  and  retained  until  these  proclamations  were  proclaimed,  and 
my  other  property  and  family  being  in  the  South  and  I  dare  not  sell 
my  steamer  North  with  my  own  consent,  if  known  at  home,  and  in  try- 
ing to  thus  save  my  property  Captain  Scott  came  on  me  about  twenty 
miles  south  of  Tortugas  and  took  charge. 

The  wicked  and  malicious  reports  in  relation  to  myself  and  steamer 
in  the  public  prints  sent  from  here  I  cannot  stop,  but  all  I  can  say 
is  that  ere  this  it  is  known  what  cargo  she  had  on  board  and,  so  far  as 
I  know  and  remember  will  here  state  from  memory,  bound  for  Nassau, 
viz,  176  bags  of  cofi'ee,  8  trunks  of  shoes,  said  to  be  women's;  110,000 
cigars,  probably  some  more;  2  bottles  quicksilver,  shipped  and  belong- 
ing to  Solar,  Carbonell  &  Co.,  Havana,  and  passenger  on  board  in 
whose  charge  the  same  is;  100  sacks  coffee  shipped  and  belonging  to 
Ceso  &  Co.,  Havana,  and  I  think  in  charge  of  above  passenger;  16 
cases  hats,  said  to  be;  240,000,  I  think,  of  cigars,  or  thereabouts, 
belonging  to  and  shipped  by  Hayman  &  Co.,  Havana,  his  clerk  or 
agent  on  board  in  charge  of  same;  1  small  old  box  of  linen  lint  and 
bandages  marked  Mordecai  &  Co.,  belonging  to  Doctor  Barrett,  pas- 
senger on  board,  who  was  left  here;  3  sacks  coflee;  4  cases  gin;  5,000 
cigars  and  a  small  quantity  of  pineapples  and  bananas  belonging  to 
myself;  1  small  gun  belonging  to  steamer  and  1  small  pistol  of  my 
son's.  Above  is  a  complete  statement  to  my  recollection  or  knowledge 
of  what  was  on  board.  If  I  desired  carrying  arms,  &c.,  I  could  have 
gone  to  Matamoras  and  be  well  paid  but  would  not. 

General,  I  would  not  have  taken  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with 
such  a  long  statement  of  [my]  acts  and  present  condition  were  it  not 
the  fact  and  knowing  within  myself  that  all  I  desired  was  to  protect 
my  property  which  I  have  worked  hard  for  and  that  I  was  deprived  by 
the  Government  or  its  officials  here  from  doing  so  when  no  law  or  proc- 
lamation prevented  me  from  doing  so  more  than  the  law  of  might,  while 
that  I  was  really  doing  all  I  possibly  could  do  in  justice  to  aid  those 
here  of  the  Government.  I  am  now  from  home  over  four  months  and 
only  about  200  miles  from  it  confined  and  have  not  heard  from  my  poor 
family  since  I  left.  Little  doubt  they  are  suffering  and  the  little  prop- 
erty I  had  there  likely  destroyed  by  the  rabble.  As  to  money,  I  may  say 
I  have  none.  I  owe  some  little  money  in  New  York  and  my  steamer 
was  the  only  thing  available  I  had  to  dispose  of  to  pay  my  debts  and 
if  any  left  to  remain  quiet  until  I  saw  how  these  troubles  were  to  ter- 
minate. On  the  account  of  my  family  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  get 
home  and  also  to  have  my  son  who  is  on  the  boat  North  to  be  sent  out 
here.  As  regards  my  boat  and  negroes  my  case  is  before  you  and  I  sin- 
cerely trust  that  the  Secretary  of  War  will,  through  your  influence  and 
Judge  Marvin's,  take  a  liberal  view  of  the  case  as  also  order  my  release 
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from  here  on  such  conditions  as  in  his  judgment  he  may  deem  proper. 
General,  I  certainly  have  no  claims  on  you  for  thus  troubling  you,  but 
my  condition  at  present  after  so  many  years  of  hard  work  and  now  to 
be  left  penniless  at  my  age  and  a  young  family,  while  no  desire  or  evil 
intent  of  mine  has  occasioned  it,  I  cannot  but  think  it  hard. 

Trusting  sincerely  that  whatever  is  done  will  be  for  the  best  and 
that  you  will  forgive  me  for  the  liberty  I  take  in  asking  your  assistance 
in  my  behalf,  1  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  McKAY. 

I  will  merely  add  that  if  1  was  allowed  to  take  my  vessel  to  Havana 
when  detained  here  first  by  Commodore  [Commander]  Merviue  or  soon 
after,  1  could  have  sold  her  for  $40,000  in  Havana  to  the  same  parties 
1  furnished  with  cattle  there.  They  since  have  supplied  themselves 
with  the  steamer  Honduras  from  New  York  City  carrying  cattle  from 
Truxillo  to  Battabano,  Cuba. 

J.  McK. 

The  freight  was  to  be  paid  me  by  the  shippers  by  drafts  on  Charles- 
ton or  New  Orleans  which  were  said  to  be  easily  sold  in  Nassau,  or  on 
my  return  to  Havana  myself  as  I  chose  after  getting  to  Nassau.  I  had 
no  letters  for  any  person  whatever,  the  owners  of  the  i)roi)erty  being 
with  it  themselves  or  in  their  charge.  If  any  letters  they  must  have 
had  them  and  if  I  had  any  would  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  so. 

J.  McK. 


New  York,  December  13, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
10th  instant  I  jiroceeded  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  made  an  examination 
into  the  case  of  William  [J.]  Browning.  I  find  from  his  statements 
that  he  is  an  engineer  by  profession  and  was  engaged  on  a  sugar  plan- 
tation near  Havana  when  business  becoming  dull  he  shipped  as  engi- 
neer on  board  the  British  steamer  Salvor  bound  as  he  supposed  to 
Nassau.  He  disclaims  all  knowledge  of  her  intention  to  run  the  block- 
ade or  to  carry  any  goods  contraband  of  war,  and  he  expresses  his 
willingness  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  is  a  native  of  this  city 
and  has  referred  me  to  a  number  of  highly  respectable  citizens  residing 
here  (some  of  whom  are  personally  known  to  me)  who  give  him  an  excel- 
lent character,  express  their  entire  confidence  in  his  loyalty  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  are  willing  to  enter  into  bonds  that  he  will  not  do  any  act 
hostile  to  the  United  States.  I  therefore  recommend  that  he  be  dis- 
charged. 

There  is  another  person  named  George  McNabb,  a  Scotchman  by 
birth,  who  was  assistant  engineer  on  board  the  same  vessel  and  is  in  my 
opinion  in  precisely  the  same  position  as  Browning.  He  also  expresses 
his  readiness  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  engage  that  he  will 
commit  no  act  hostile  to  the  United  States.  If  you  have  no  testimony 
in  the  Department  against  him  I  would  suggest  that  he  likewise  be 
released. 

I  inclose  the  letter  which  you  requested  me  to  return,  and  remain, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  MUKRAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  14, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette. 

Sir  :  Let  William  J.  Browning,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette, 
be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that  he 
will  not  do  anythinghostiletothe  United  States  during  the  present  insur- 
rection. You  will  please  make  the  stipulations  a  part  of  the  oath.  I 
transmit  this  order  to  Robert  Murray,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  who  has  been 
instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  examination  to  be  made 
in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prisoners  discharged  from 
custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other  improper  papers 
be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  fort. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
(Same  order  in  case  of  George  McKabb.) 

I,  William  J.  Browning,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  pro- 
tect and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same  any  ordinance,  resolu- 
tion or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding; and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination, 
pledge  and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  what- 
soever; and  further  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties 
which  may  be  required  of  me  by  law;  and  further  that  I  will  neither 
enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  Government  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with 
persons  residing  in  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary 
of  State;  and  also  that  I  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United 
States  during  the  present  insurrection.     So  help  me  God. 

WILLIAM  J.  BROWNING. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  December,  1861. 

EOBT.  MURRAY, 

U.  8.  Marshal 

[Note.— On  the  same  day  George  McNabb  subscribed  to  the  same 
oath.] 


Washington,  December  31, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  letter  from  William 
Reed,  a  British  seaman,  who  states  that  he  was  taken  on  the  13th  of 
October  last  on  board  the  British  schooner  M.  S.  Perry  on  a  voyage 
from  Havana  to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  via  Key  West,  and  that  he 
is  now  imprisoned  in  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  supply  me  with  information 
respecting  the  cause  of  the  imprisonment  of  Reed  and  respecting  his 
case  generally. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant. 

LYONS. 
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[IncloBnre.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  December  24, 1861. 
The  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  am  imprisoned  liere  by  the  United  States  Government 
for  what  cause  I  have  not  been  informed.  I  was  taken  on  the  13th  of 
October  last  on  board  of  the  Britisli  steamer  M.  S.  Perry  on  a  voyage 
from  Havana  to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  via  Key  West.  I  am  a 
British  subject,  shipped  on  board  of  said  vessel  as  a  seaman.  I  have 
not  violated  any  laws  of  this  country  which  would  be  sufiBcient  cause 
for  my  arrest  and  detention.    I  was  born  in  North  Shields,  in  England. 

I  ask  you  as  a  representative  of  my  Government  to  procure  my 
release. 


Very  respectfully, 


WILLIAM  REED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  10, 1862. 
EoBERT  Murray,  Esq.,  Z7.  S.  Marshal,  New  York. 

Sir:  You  will  please  release  William  Reed,  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafay- 
ette who  is  understood  to  have  been  taken  from  ou  board  the  captured 
steamer  Salvor  or  M.  S.  Perry  unless  his  testimony  should  be  deemed 
indispensable  to  the  administration  of  justice. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  January  10, 1862. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  31st  ultimo  asking  for  information  respecting  the 
case  of  William  Reed  an  alleged  British  subject  now  imprisoned  in 
I'ort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  and  to  state  in  reply  that  orders  have  been  given 
for  his  release  unless  his  testimony  should  be  deemed  indispensable  to 
the  administration  of  justice.  • 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Fort  Hamilton,  New  TorTc  Harbor,  January  13, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  yourinstructions  to  Marshal  Murray  of  Jan- 
uary 10  I  have  this  day  released  William  Reed,  one  of  the  crew  of  the 
Salvor  and  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters,  Key  West,  Fla.,  January  23, 1862. 
Hon,  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  released  from  military 
custody  Capt.  James  McKay,  of  Florida.    Captain  McKay  will  proceed 
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to  New  York  and  thence  to  Washington  City  where  he  will  call  and 
report  himself  to  you.  He  is  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  Judge  William 
Marvin  giving  a  full  statement  of  his  case. 

Captain  McKay  was  the  reputed  owner  of  the  steamer  Salvor,  cap- 
tured by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Keystone  State  on  the  14th  of  October  last 
while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade.  The  Salvor  was  under  English 
colors  and  was  taken  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia  for  trial.  Captain 
McKay  was  detained  here  for  trial,  but  as  all  the  evidence  in  his  case 
was  taken  North  on  the  Salvor  there  was  no  evidence  to  criminate  him 
and  the  grand  jury  returned  the  indictment  of  treason  as  "not  a  true 
bill."  I  found  Captain  McKay  a  prisoner  when  I  assumed  the  command 
here  in  November  and  have  been  expecting  instructions  about  him,  but 
not  receiving  them  I  have  after  consultation  with  Judge  Marvin  con- 
cluded to  release  him  on  his  pledge  to  repair  to  Washington  and  report 
himself  to  you. 

Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter*  I  addressed  to  Adjutant-General, 
U.  S.  Army,  on  the  7th  of  December  last,  and  a  copy  of  the  certificate  of 
the  U.  S.  district  court  of  the  action  of  the  grand  jury. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
Major,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  January  29, 1862. 
Egbert  Murray,  Esq.,  U.  8.  Marshal,  New  Yorlc. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  inclose  a  statement  from  the  master  of  the  prize 
steamer  M.  S.  Perry.  He  claims  to  be  a  British  subject  and  states  that 
several  of  his  crew  are  confined  at  that  fort,    *     *    * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

[luclosure.] 

•         Fort  Lafayette,  Kew  York  Harbor,  January  22, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  my  case  and  that  of  the  remaining 
portion  of  my  crew  as  well  as  passenger  McKay  (a  youth  of  sixteen 
years).  I  am  or  rather  was  the  master  of  the  British  steamer  M.  S. 
Perry,  owned  by  John  McClelland  fMcLenan],  esq.,  resident  of  Havana, 
though  a  British  subject.  The  M.  S.  Perry  was  on  a  legitimate  voyage 
from  Havana  to  Nassau  and  was  captured  thirty-five  miles  from  Key 
West,  without  any  intention  of  entering  any  Southern  port.  A  portion 
of  the  crew  have  been  released  and  I  know  of  no  reason  for  my  capture 
in  the  first  place  nor  for  my  present  detention.  I  have  been  now  con- 
fined in  this  fort  since  the  early  part  of  November  and  as  you  must 
have  the  full  facts  before  you  by  this  time  I  desire  most  respectfully  to 
solicit  your  immediate  attention  to  my  case  and  that  of  my  crew. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCISCO  MENENDEZ, 
Master  of  the  British  Steamer  M.  S.  Perry. 


'  See  Hill  to  Adjutant-General,  December  7, 1861,  and  inclosure. 
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Washington,  January  24, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  &c. 

Sir  :  On  the  31st  of  last  month  I  had  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  notice 
the  case  of  William  Eeed,  a  British  seaman  taken  on  board  the  British 
schooner  M.  8.  Perry  and  imprisoned  in  Fort  Lafayette.  You  were 
so  good  as  to  inform  me  by  a  note  dated  the  10th  instant  that  orders 
had  been  given  for  the  release  of  this  man  unless  his  testimony  should 
be  deemed  indispensable  to  the  administration  of  justice. 

I  received  the  day  before  yesterday  an  application  from  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Hunter  Semple  who  appears  to  have  been  captured  at  the  same 
time  and  on  board  the  same  vessel.  He  states  that  he  is  a  British  sub- 
ject and  that  he  has  been  in  close  confinement  in  Fort  Lafayette  since 
the  12th  of  October  last. 

I  beg  to  recommend  the  case  to  your  attention  and  have  the  honor 
to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant. 

LYONS. 


Department  of  State,  ^YaHMngton,  January  29,  1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  Let  Hunter  Semple,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  be 
released,  unless  his  testimony  in  the  case  of  the  M.  S.  Perry  should 
be  deemed  important,  upon  his  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter 
any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  Government  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons 
residing  in  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  also  that  he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during 
the  present  insurrection.  I  transmit  this  order  to  Eobert  Murray,  esq., 
U.  S.  marshal,  who  has  been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a 
police  examination  to  be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage 
of  prisoners  discharged  from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence 
or  other  improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the 
fort. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Fort  Hamilton,  February  1, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  in  accord- 
ance with  your  instructions  received  by  the  hands  of  Marshal  Eobert 
Murray  turned  over  to  his  custody  the  following-named  prisoners 
recently  in  Fort  Lafayette:  Francisco  Meuendez,  Peter  Fernandez, 
Frederick  Louis,  Hunter  Semple. 

I  have  the  honor  of  remaining,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 

''™*'  MAETIN  BUEKE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  ArtilUry. 
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U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Neio  York,  February  3, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  order  of  the 
29th  ultimo  I  proceeded  on  Saturday,  the  1st  instant,  to  Forts  Hamilton, 
Columbus  and  Lafayette  where  1  discharged  the  following  persons, 
viz:  Capt.  Francisco  Menendez,  Spanish  subject;  Seaman  Peter  Fer- 
nandez, Spanish  subject;  Seaman  Frederick  Louis,  French  subject; 
Cook  Hunter  Semple,  British  subject,  all  of  the  British  steamer  M.  S. 
Perry,  who  were  the  only  remaining  witnesses  in  prize  cases  not  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  These  men  have  already  given  their  evi- 
dence in  the  prize  court  at  Philadelphia  and  their  retention  would  have 
been  an  unnecessary  expense  to  the  Government. 

1  beg  to  return  as  requested  the  letter  of  Menendez,  who  states  that 
the  same  was  written  by  a  fellow-prisoner  (being  himself  imperfectly 
acquainted  with  our  language)  and  the  assertion  made  therein  that  he 
is  a  British  subject  is  erroneous  and  was  made  without  his  authority. 
The  youth  (McKay)  alluded  to  in  the  same  writing  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  and  a  native  of  North  Carolina.  I  have  also  the  honor 
to  inclose  you  a  note  received  from  one  of  these  men  so  released  who 
demands  compensation  for  his  imprisonment  and  a  free  passage  to 
Havana  or  the  British  West  Indies  and  I  Avould  respectfully  ask  your 
decision  in  the  premises. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfullj'^,  vour  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  MURRAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

[Inclosure.] 

Ne"\v  York,  February  3,  1862. 
Mr.  Robert  Murray,  77.  S.  Marshal. 

Dear  Sir:  Having  been  released  on  tlie  17th  of  this  month  at  your 
office  I  write  to  you  this  statement  of  my  case.  Sir,  I  signed  articles  in 
Havana  on  the  M.  S.  Perry,  a  screw  propeller,  bound  for  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  via  Key  West.  On  the  10th  of  October  I  signed  articles; 
on  the  12th  we  sailed  from  Havana  and  we  were  captured  the  same 
night  by  the  U.  S.  gun-boat  Keystone  State.  We  were  thirty-five  miles 
from  Sand  Key  Light-House  when  we  were  captured.  Since  that  time 
I  have  been  in  close  confinement  on  board  the  Keystone  State;  then 
in  Philadelphia  on  the  guard-ship  Princeton  and  at  Fort  Lafayette, 
having  been  three  months  and  seventeen  days  in  close  confinement. 
Now,  sir,  I  am  left  adrift  here  without  Avages  and  very  little  winter 
clothing,  never  having  been  here  before.  I  have  been  living  in  the 
British  West  Indies  and  South  America  the  last  fifteen  years  and  I  feel 
this  weather  very  severe.  Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  get  to  a  warm  climate  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  work  my  passage  or  any  other  manner  whatever. 
I  believe  that  a  schooner  is  goiiis  to  Havana  soon.  If  you  wonld  helj) 
me  to  get  a  passage  or  infonn  me  if  I  am  not  entitled  to  some  remunera 
tion  for  the  ill  health  and  loss  of  time  1  have  received  at  tlie  hands  of 
the  U.  S.  authorities. 

I  remain,  your  honor's  servant, 

HUNTER  SEMPLE. 

P.  S. — I  hope  you  will  overlook  this  miserable  scrawl  as  I  am  not  in 
practice  and  I  feel  very  nervous. 

H.  S. 
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WashinCtTon,  February  11,  1862. 
Hod.  William  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State. 

Deae  Sir  :  I  Lerewith  snbmit  for  your  consideration  the  following 
statement  in  relation  to  Capt.  James  McKay  and  his  son  Donald  McKay, 
of  Tampa,  Fla.,  the  former  now  in  Washington  the  latter  detained  in 
Fort  Lafayette : 

When  I  first  made  the  acquaintance  of  Captain  McKay  in  May  last 
he  was  shipping  cattle  from  Florida  to  Havana,  Cuba.  He  was  generally 
regarded  as  the  most  enterprising  man  in  that  State  as  well  as  one  of 
its  Tvealthiest  citizens.  A  few  weeks  later  I  met  him  in  Key  West.  He 
was  there  with  his  propeller  the  Salvor  when  Flag-Officer  William  Mer- 
vine  arrived  to  enforce  the  blockade  of  the  Gulf  port  s  of  the  Confederate 
States.  By  order  of  Flag-Oflacer  Mervine  the  Salvor  was  seized,  but 
subsequently  she  passed  into  the  charge  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment of  the  Key  West  military  division  and  made  one  or  two  trips  to 
Tortugas  and  Fort  Pickens.  Her  boilers  being  defective  the  quarter- 
master declined  to  make  any  further  use  of  the  Salvor  and  she  was 
moored  in  Key  West  Harbor. 

About  the  1st  of  August  Captain  McKay  came  from  Tampa  to  Key 
West  with  a  flag  of  truce.  In  a  conversation  I  had  with  him  at  that 
time  he  expressed  disgust  at  the  Confederate  rule  In  Florida  and 
added  that  he  desired  to  remove  liis  family  to  some  place  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  dispose  of  his  property  at  Tampa  and 
vicinity  and  turn  over  the  Salvor  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  Shortly  after  this  conversatioii  with  Captain  McKay  the  Salvor 
sailed  for  Havana  in  charge  of  Quartermaster  Webber  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  back  a  lot  of  horses.  Mr.  Webber  returned  four  or  five 
days  afterward  in  a  fishing  smack  without  the  horses. 

The  Salvor  remained  and  subsequently  I  learned  from  Mr.  Thomas 
Savage,  vice-consul-general  at  Havana,  that  Captain  McKay  sold  her 
to  British  owners  and  her  name  Avas  changed  to  the  M.  S.  Perry. 
While  sailing  under  British  colors  the  Perry  was  captured  by  the  U.  S. 
steamer  Keystone  State,  Capt.  G.  H.  Scott.  Captain  McKay  and  his 
son  Donald,  a  mere  boy,  were  on  board.  The  Salvor  was  carried  to 
Philadelphia,  condemned  and  sold  by  the  admiralty  court  as  a  prize. 
Captain  McKay  was  detained  in  Fort  Taylor  and  his  son  sent  to 
Fort  Lafayette.  By  permission  of  Maj.  B.  H.  Hill,  commandant  of 
Fort  Taylor,  Captain  McKay  appears  in  Washington  to  ask  the  libera- 
tion of  himself  and  son  and  that  they  have  permission  to  return  to  their 
home. 

Having  been  driven  from  my  own  property  by  the  rebels  for  furnish- 
ing some  cargoes  of  timber  to  comjilete  the  defense  of  Fort  Taylor  and 
residing  in  Key  West  from  July  to  December  last,  where  1  had  an 
opportunity  of  observing  what  was  transpiring,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  whatever  Captain  McKay's  offenses  may  be  greater  blame 
attaches  to  the  U.  S.  officials  who  governed  that  post  than  to  him. 
They  were,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Charles  Howe,  collector;  T.  J. 
Boynton,  U.  S.  attorney;  E.  B.  Hunt,  captain  of  U.  S.  Engineers,  and 
Captain  Brannan,  greater  favorites  with  the  rebels  than  loyal  citizens. 
If  instead  of  Major  French  such  officers  as  General  Banks  or  Butler  or 
the  present  commander.  Major  Hill,  had  had  the  direction  of  mihtary 
affairs  at  Key  West,  nearly  all  would  have  returned  to  their  allegiance, 
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■whereas  three-fourths  by  the  example  and  conduct  of  those  highest  in 
autliority  -were  in  open,  active  hostility  to  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. . 

Captain  McKay,  stripped  of  his  large  property,  crushed  in  spirit, 
but  as  he  assures  me  loyal  in  heart  to  the  Union,  certainly  deserves  to 
have  his  case  speedily  disposed  of,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  your  pleas- 
ure to  deal  as  leniently  with  him  as  with  others  who  have  experienced 
your  clemency.  He  is  illy  able  to  bear  the  expense  of  delay  in  Wash- 
ington and  I  earnestly  hope  you  will  give  him  a  prompt  hearing.  I 
am  known  to  Hon.  0.  B.  Smith,  "William  McKee  Dunn,  E.  P.  Walton 
and  George  D.  Trentice,  esq.,  who  will  vouch  for  my  loyalty. 
With  high  regard,  your  admirer  and  friend, 

*        ^       '  L.  D.  STIOKNEY. 


DEPAKT3IENT  OF  STATE,  Washington,  February  14,  1862. 

GEOKaE  A.  Coffey,  Esq., 

Z7.  S.  District  Attorney,  Philadelphia. 
Sir:  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  transmit  to  this  Department  the 
I)apers  in  the  case  of  the  prize  vessel  the  M.  S.  Perry,  or  Salvor,  which 
was  captured  near  Key  West  and  sent  to  Philadelphia  for  condemna- 
tion? 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■  F.  W.  SEWAED, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


Office  of  U.  S.  Attorney, 
Philadelphia,  February  18,  1862. 

F.  W.  Seward,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  14th  instant  requesting  me  to  transmit  to  your  Department  the 
papers  in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Salvor,  otherwise  called  the  M.  S. 
Perry,  which  is  under  adjudication  in  this  district.  It  is  beyond  my 
power  to  send  the  original  documents  found  on  board  of  the  vessel  at 
the  time  of  her  capture  for  they  are  in  judicial  custody  and  cannot  of 
course  leave  the  possession  of  the  court.  The  case  is  still  pending  in 
the  prize  court.  The  vessel  has  been  sold  under  an  interlocutory 
decree  as  perishable  by  reason  of  chargeableness  and  deterioration 
resulting  from  her  detention.  A  final  decree  of  condemnation  has  not 
yet  been  entered. 

In  view  of  the  difiBculty  of  removing  the  documents  I  have  directed 
to  be  prepared  a  careful  summary  of  the  papers  and  letters  which  were 
found  in  the  vessel  when  she  was  captured.  This  in  connection  with  a 
copy  of  the  special  report  of  the  prize  commissioner  upon  these  docu- 
ments may  serve  you  in  lieu  of  the  original  papers.  The  papers  of  a 
captured  ship  become  part  of  the  record  of  the  case  in  the  court  of 
prize  as  soon  as  they  pass  into  judicial  custody.  They  constitute  as 
you  are  aware  the  most  important  and  delicate  part  of  tiie  testimony  in 
the  case  upon  which  the  vessel  is  either  to  be  (sondemned  or  acquitted, 
and  even  after  final  decree  it  is  doubtful  Avhether  the  court  would  per- 
mit such  papers  to  pass  beyond  its  control.  If  such  a  summary  as  I 
speak  of  together  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  commissioner,  which 
is  very  full  and  clear,  will  be  of  service  I  will  send  them  to  the  Depart- 
ment with  pleasure.    Perhaps  also  I  may  aid  you  in  the  examination  of 
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any  particular  point  in  regard  to  this  vessel  which  you  desire  to  inves- 
tigate, and  if  so  I  will  be  happy  to  look  over  the  papers  with  reference 
to  it  and  report  to  you  the  result. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  COFFEY, 

U.  S.  Attorney. 
Per  J.  HUBLEY  ASHTON, 

Assistant. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  19,  1862. 
George  A.  Coffey,  Esq., 

V.  S.  District  Attorney,  Philadelphia. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th 
instant  informing  the  Department  of  the  impracticability  of  transmit- 
ting the  original  papers  in  the  case  of  the  prize  vessel  Salvor.    In 
reply  1  have  to  state  that  copies  will  answer  the  purpose  as  well. 

As  you  have  kindly  offered  to  do  so  I  will  thank  you  to  examine  the 
papers  and  report  to  the  Department  whether  any  proof  appears  among 
them  to  show  that  James  McKay,  of  Tampa  Bay,  Fla.,  was  the  owner 
of  the  vessel  or  cargo,  and  also  what  the  evidences  are  which  go  to 
show  that  the  vessel  itself  was  destined  for  one  of  the  insurrectionary 
States. 

I  am,  &c., 

F.  W.  SEWAED. 


War  Department,  Washington,  March  8, 1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor. 
Colonel:  You  may  release  Mr.  Donald  McKay,  a  prisoner  confined 
in  Fort  Lafayette,  upon  his  giving  his  written  parole  of  honor  that  he 
will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 


War  Department,  Washington,  March  12, 1862. 
George  A.  Coffey,  Esq., 

U.  S.  District  Attorney,  Philadelphia. 
Sir:  Herewith  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  parole 
which  James  McKay,  the  owner  of  the  prize  vessel  M.  S.  Perry,  or  Salvor, 
has  this  day  given.  It  is  presumed  that  his  testimony  in  the  cause  will 
ito  necessary  to  the  proper  administration  of  justice.  If  you  should 
til  ink  so  you  may  detain  him  on  parole  of  honor  for  that  purpose.  It 
would  be  advisable  it  seems  to  me  to  take  his  testimony  as  soon  as 
convenient.  When  you  shall  no  longer  need  him  you  will  please  dis- 
charge him  on  his  entering  into  an  agreement  in  writing  that  he  will 
render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 
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[Inclosurc] 

I,  James  McKay,  of  Tampa  Bay,  Fla.,  liereby  give  my  parole  of 
honor  that  I  will  report  myself  within  three  days  from  the  date  hereof 
to  George  A.  Coffey,  esq.,  U.  S.  district  attorney  for  the  eastern  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia,  and  remain  in  that  city  until 

discharged  by  him.  _ 

^  JAMES  McKAY. 


FOET  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  March  13, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

Sm :  Inclosed  i)]ease  find  the  parole*  administered  to  Donald  McKay, 
a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


Office  of  U.  S.  Attorney, 

Philadelphia,  March  14,  1862. 

General  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant-General. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  on  behalf  of  the  district  attorney  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant  covering  a  copy  of  a  parole 
given  by  James  McKay,  the  owner  of  the  prize  vessel  Salvor.  Mr. 
McKay  has  not  yet  reported  to  this  office. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  IIUBLEY  ASHTON, 

Assistant  (J.  S.  Attorney. 


Washington,  March  10, 1862. 
Hon.  A.  Lincoln,  President. 

Dear  Sir  :  At  the  interview  I  had  M'ith  you  last  week  about  affairs 
in  Florida  I  spoke  of  Capt.  James  McKay,  a  state  prisoner  now  in 
Washington  on  his  parole.  His  case  is  one  of  extreme  hardship  and  in 
point  of  severe  penalty  beyond  the  usual  range  of  such  cases.  I  knew 
him  intimately  in  Florida.  He  was  universally  regarded  as  one  of  the 
wealthiest  and  most  enterprising  citizens  of  that  State.  The  difficulty 
in  which  he  became  involved  by  attempting  as  alleged  to  run  the  block- 
ade had  its  origin  in  the  dubious  loyalty  and  reprehensible  i:)olicy  of 
high  civil  and  mililary  officers  of  the  United  States  Government,  which 
is  set  forth  in  Captain  McKay's  Avritten  statement  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

I  am  willing  to  pledge  myself  for  Captain  McKay's  future  good  con- 
duct and  loyalty  to  your  Administration  if  he  be  i)ermitted  to  return  to 
Florida.  He  lias  lost  within  a  few  months  upward  of  $70,000  by  the 
rebellion,  and  is  heartily  sick  of  Jeff.  Davis'  rule.  If  permitted  to 
leturn  to  Florida  via  Key  West  he  will  co-oi)eratewith  the  Union  forces, 
and  from  his  extensive  acquaintance  I  feel  sure  his  services  would  be 
extremely  valuable  to  the  (jovernment.  Captain  McKay  owns  many 
thousand  head  of  beef-cattle  in  Florida  which  he  will  furnish  to  the  Gulf 

•  Not  found. 
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Squadrou  autl  troops  statiouecl  iu  that  region.  I  respectfully  ask  then 
that  upon  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  which  he  will  cheerfully  do, 
he  be  discharged  from  custody. 

With  high  regard,  your  friend, 

L.  D.  STICKNEY. 

[Indorsement.] 

Marcu  20, 1802. 
Secretaey  of  State: 

Please  read  this  and  speak  with  me  about  [it]  at  our  next  interview. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

District  op  Columbia,  County  of  Washington: 

I,  James  McKay,  of  Tampa,  Fla.,  do  solemnly  swear  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  without  any  mental  reservation  that  I 
will  at  any  aud  at  all  times  hereafter  and  under  all  circumstances  yield 
a  hearty  and  willing  support  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  to  the  Government  thereof;  that  I  will  not  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly take  up  arms  against  said  Government  nor  aid  those  now  in  arms 
against  it;  that  I  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  now  iu  insurrec- 
tion against  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government  nor  bold  any  cor- 
respondence whatsoever  with  them  or  any  persons  in  them  during  the 
I)resent  rebellion  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  also 
that  1  will  do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Union  of  the  States; 
that  I  will  give  no  aid,  comfort  or  assistance  to  the  enemies  of  the 
Government  (either  domestic  or  foreign);  that  I  will  defend  the  flag  of 
the  United  States  and  the  armies  fighting  under  it  from  insult  and 
injury  if  in  my  power  so  to  do;  and  that  1  will  iu  all  things  deport 
myself  as  a  good  aud  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  McKAY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  March,  1862. 

THOMAS  C.  DONN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Key  West,  Fla.,  April  24, 1862. 
General  L.  Thomas. 

Dear  Sir:  I  arrived  here  on  the  21st  instant  i)er  steamer  Ehode 
Island  and  have  reported  myself  to  General  Brannan.  I  regret  exceed- 
ingly to  have  to  state  that  General  Brannan  informs  me  that  Captain 
Woodhull,  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  Connecticut,  which  left  here  for  New 
York  the  day  before  my  arrival  here,  informed  him  that  on  Captain 
Woodhull's  way  here  he  was  informed  by  the  blockading  vessel  at 
Tampa  that  I  wrote  Mrs.  McKay  from  Washington  that  General  Bran- 
nan  was  to  be  at  Tampa  with  a  large  force  about  the  1st  of  April  and 
for  notice  to  be  given  to  the  authorities  there  to  prepare  themselves, 
which  has  occasioned  a  force  of  some  COO  or  700  men  there,  it  is  said. 
It  is  well  known  that  I  could  not  write  to  Tampa  from  Washington 
but  by  Fortress  Monroe  to  be  examined  by  the  commanding  ofticer  there. 
This  base  slander  on  me  is  really  hard  but  I  trust  to  live  to  see  justice 
<loue  me.  Whenever  I  had  an  opportunity  from  here  my  earnest  desire 
was  to  request  my  people  to  desist  from  their  wicked  acts  and  to  cease 
taking  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  this  place  aud  more  particularly 
not  to  destroy  it  for  as  sure  as  the  sun  rose  they  would  suffer  for  their 
acts.  This  statement  is  due  to  you,  and  from  your  kindness  and  confi- 
dence in  me  I  regret  that  such  reports  should  exist,  but  I  cannot  help  it. 
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I  hope  should  such  report  arrive  at  your  Department  or  elsewhere  that 
the  same  will  be  not  credited.  All  I  desire  is  to  get  home  as  I  am 
satisfied  that  I  would  be  of  some  service  iu  advising  the  people,  but 
General  Brannan  thinks  that  it  is  more  than  my  life  is  M^orth  to  go  and 
that  he  with  a  force  is  soon  going  over  and  that  I  can  go  with  him, 
although  I  am  satisfied  that  it  would  be  better  for  me  to  go  before  he 
did.  You  may  rest  assured  of  everything  in  my  power  being  done  for 
the  restoration  of  the  Union. 

With  kind  regards,  remembering  me  to  Captain  Vincent,  very  respect- 
fully, &c., 

JAMES  McKAY. 


Case  of  John  G.  Shaver. 

John  G.  Shaver  was  arrested  by  W.  H.  Barse,  Government  agent  in 
Detroit,  October  19, 1861,  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  thence  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  He 
was  charged  with  carrying  contraband  letters  and  small-arms  to  the 
States  in  insurrection  under  cover  of  his  position  as  traveling  agent 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  Bailroad.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  dated  December  30,  1861,  directing  Colonel  Dimick, 
commanding  at  Fort  Warren,  to  release  Shaver  on  his  engaging  upon 
oath  neither  to  enter  nor  correspond  with  the  insurrectionary  States 
nor  do  any  act  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insur- 
rection, saving  his  allegiance  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  he  claim- 
ing to  be  a  British  subject.  He  was  accordingly  released  January  6, 
1862. — From  Record  Book,  State  Department,  '■^Arrests  for  Disloyalty.''^ 

Detroit,  Octoher  19, 1861. 
W.  H.  Sbwaed,  Secretary  of  State: 

I  arrested  John  G.  Shaver;  treason;  carrying  letters  and  small-arms 
from  Quebec  to  Montreal,  South,  and  found  sufficient  evidence  on  his 
person  to  sustain  the  charge,  and  by  advice  of  Alfred  Eussell,  U.  S. 
attorney,  have  sent  him  forward  to  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.  Dare  not  keep 
him  here  for  fear  of  trouble  (interested  friends),  and  would  ask  you  to 
send  order  for  his  commitment  to  George  E.  Barse,  New  York,  care 
John  A.  Kennedy,  superintendent  of  police. 

W.  H.  BAESE. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  19, 1861. 
George  E.  Barse  : 

(Care  John  A.  Kennedy,  superintendent  of  police,  New  York.) 
Commit  John  G.  Shaver  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  Octoher  28, 1861. 
Egbert  Murray,  Esq.,  TJ.  S.  Marshal,  Neio  York. 

Sir  :  Your  communication*  of  the  2oth  instant  with  its  inclosures 
has  been  received.    In  reply  I  transmit  herewith  orders  for  the  release 
of  J.  G.  Shaver  and  the  sailors  mentioned  by  you. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

*  Not  found. 
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[In  closure.] 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  28, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  Let  Jobu  G.  Shaver,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  be 
rt'leased,  on  engaging  on  his  honor  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the 
States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons 
residingin  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretaryof  State; 
and  also  that  he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during 
the  present  insurrection.  You  will  please  make  the  stipulations  part  of 
the  oath.  I  transmit  this  order  to  Eobert  Murray,  esq.,  U,  S.  marshal, 
who  has  been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  exam- 
ination to  be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prison- 
ers discharged  from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other 
improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  fort. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Montreal,  October  28, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State : 

Shaver  sent  from  Detroit  to  Lafayette  last  week.    Has  supphed  arms 
to  the  secessionists  and  ought  not  to  be  discharged. 

J.  R.  GIDDINGS. 


Department  of  State,  Washiington,  October  29, 1861. 
Eobert  Murray,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshal,  Neic  York: 
Do  not  release  John  G.  Shaffer  (or  Shaver)  till  further  orders. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  29, 1861. 
Joshua  E.  Giddings,  r.  S.  Consul  General,  Montreal. 

Sir:  Your  telegram  of  the  28th  instant  relative  to  the  case  of  J.  G. 
Shaffer  (or  Shaver)  has  been  received.  In  reply  1  have  to  request  that 
as  Shaver  claims  to  be  a  British  subject  you  will  forward  to  me  all  the 
proofs  in  the  case  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  F.  W.  SEWAED, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Fort  Lafayette,  October  29, 1861. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  arrested  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  by  a  deputy  U.  S.  mar- 
shal two  weeks  since.  I  am  a  Canadian  and  a  loyal  British  subject, 
the  grandson  of  a  W.  E.  loyalist;  have  never  lived  out  of  Canada;  am 
an  agent  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Eailway  Company;  was  arrested  while  in 
the  discharge  of  my  duties.  As  an  officer  of  the  company  I  have  writ- 
ten full  particulars  to  the  British  consul.  New  York  City,  but  fear  my 
letters  have  not  been  permitted  to  reach  him.    I  was  offered  my  dis- 
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charge  on  condition  that  I  would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  Government.  I  of  course  refused  to  do  so  and  am  still 
a  prisoner  without  the  hope  of  release  unless  through  the  intercession  of 
the  Government  to  which  I  belong.  I  have  a  family  in  Canada  entirely 
depending  upon  me  and  must  sufter  if  I  am  much  longer  detained  from 
my  duties  at  home.  I  beg  your  lordship  will  give  my  case  your  earli- 
est attention.  I  am  well  known  to  most  of  the  members  of  our  Canadian 
Parliament  and  ministry.  Among  my  intimate  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances I  may  mention  the  Hon.  John  Eoss,  Toronto,  Canada  West; 
George  Benjamin,  member  Provisional  Parliament;  Lewis  Walbridge, 
member  Provisional  Parliament,  both  of  Belleville,  Canada  West, 
where  my  family  now  resides  and  have  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  G.  SHAVER. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston,  November  8, 1861. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

I  am  still  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor.    Why  is  this, 
being  a  British  subject  and  guilty  of  no  crime  against  this  Government  ? 

J.  G.  SHAVEK. 


Washington,  November  9, 1861. 
Mr.  Shaver. 

Sir  :  I  received  the  day  before  yesterday  through  the  State  Depart- 
ment a  letter  from  you  dated  the  29th  of  October  last,  and  yesterday  in 
the  evening  I  received  a  telegram  from  you  dated  yesterday.  I  have 
lost  no  time  in  taking  such  steps  as  I  have  thought  most  likely  to  be  of 
use  to  you,  and  I  will  inform  you  as  soon  as  possible  of  the  result. 
I  am,  &c., 

LYONS. 


Washington,  November  9, 1861. 
Memorandum  of  Lord  Lyons  concerning  John  G.  Shaver, 
States  that  he  was  arrested  at  Detroit,  Mich.;  is  a  British  subject; 
has  never  lived  out  of  Canada;  is  an  agent  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way Company;  was  offered  his  release  if  he  would  take  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  which  being  a  British  subject  he  was 
of  course  unable  to  do;  has  a  family  in  Canada  entirely  dependent  on 
him ;  is  well  known  to  members  of  Parliament  in  Canada. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  11, 1861. 

Memorandum  in  reply  to  that  of  Lord  Lyons  of  the  9th  instant  in 
regard  to  political  prisoners  alleged  to  be  British  subjects. 

John  G.  Shaver,  imprisoned  at  Fort  Warren,  Boston. — Arrested  at 
Detroit,  Mich,  Is  agent  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway.  The  U.  S, 
consul  genera],  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  says  he  has  beeu  engaged  in  con- 
veying revolvers  and  other  articles  contraband  to  the  insurrectionary 
States  and  selling  them.  Mr.  Barse,  our  agent  at  Detroit,  says  that 
the  agents  of  the  American  Express  Company  say  Shaver  has  boasted 
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to  tbem  that  be  has  carried  dispatches,  letters  and  contraband  goods  to 
the  insurgents.  Mr.  Albert  G.  Davis,  our  agent,  says  Shaver  confessed 
to  him  that  he  was  engaged  iu  this  business.  John  C.  Miller,  of  Chi- 
cago, has  important  information.    The  ease  is  now  under  consideration. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  11, 1861. 
Joshua  E.  Giddings,  U.  8.  Consul- General,  Montreal. 

It  is  insisted  that  J.  G.  Shaver  is  innocent  of  any  offense  against  the 
Government,  and  unless  you  furnish  me  with  the  proofs  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  release  him.    Reply  by  telegraph. 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAKD. 


Washington,  Noveniber  12, 1861. 
Hon,  William  H.  Sewakd,  &c. 

SiK :  1  have  already  brought  to  your  notice  the  case  of  Mr.  John  G. 
Shaver,  a  British  subject  who  was  arrested  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  and 
who  is  now  imprisoned  in  Fort  Warren  in  Boston  Harbor.  The  extract 
which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  from  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Archi- 
bald, Her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  will  make  you  acquainted 
with  further  details.  Concerning  this  case  I  beg  to  direct  your  atten- 
tion liarticularly  to  the  detention  of  the  letters  addressed  by  Mr.Shaver 
to  Mr.  Archibald. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 

[Incloaure.] 

Nevt  York,  November  9, 1861. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  lordship  that  on  the 
21st  of  October  when  I  last  visited  Fort  Lafayette  I  received  there 
fiom  Mr.  J.  G.  Shaver,  a  British  subject  imprisoned  that  day,  the 
inclosed  note*  begging  permission  to  see  me  before  I  left  the  fort,  to 
which  the  lieutenant  of  the  fort  not  being  able  to  accede  I  wrote  a  note 
there  to  Mr.  Shaver  desiring  him  to  write  to  me  informing  me  fully  of 
the  cause  of  his  imprisonment.  I  received  no  communication  from  him 
down  to  the  time  of  the  transfer  of  the  prisoners  to  Fort  Warren, 
Boston,  when  noticing  that  his  name  was  not  included  in  the  list  of 
prisoners  I  supposed  he  had  been  liberated. 

This  morning  to  my  surprise  I  received  the  inclosed  envelope*  from 
the  State  Department  coutaiuiiig  therein  the  letter  addressed  to  me  by 
Mr.  Shaver  on  the  21st  of  October  and  also  a  letter*  from  him  dated 
the  28th  of  October,  referring  to  his  former  letter  and  informing  me 
that  he  had  been  offered  his  liberty  on  condition  of  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  which  he  naturally  declined  to  do,  and 
nrffing  me  to  act  at  once  in  the  matter  of  obtaining  his  release.  Since 
the  receipt  of  the  last  mentioned  letters  a  gentleman  called  upon  me 
and  informed  me  that  Mr.  Shaver  is  still  confined  at  Fort  Warren, 
although  it  is  probable  an  order  for  his  release  has  been  missent  to 
some  quarter,  I  beg  your  lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  make 
inquiry  as  to  the  hindrance  to  Mr.  Shaver's  discharge  and  take  such 
steps  in  the  matter  as  your  lordship  may  think  fit. 

"Not  found. 
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It  appears  to  me  proper  that  some  explauation  sliould  be  given  of 
the  cause  of  the  detention  at  the  State  Department  of  the  letters 
addressed  by  Mr.  Shaver  to  me.  If  the  prisoner  was  entitled  to  claim 
my  protection  such  hindrance  should  not  have  been  opposed  to  his 
freely  communicating  with  me.  I  submit,  however,  to  your  lordship's 
judgment  the  expediency  of  asking  for  any  such  explanation.    *    *    * 

AKOHIBALD, 

British  Consul. 


Montreal,  November  12, 1861. 
W.  H.  Seward  : 

Eespectable  men  here  regard  Shaver  as  a  spy  dealing  with  secession- 
ists and  desire  to  have  him  retained.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  of  his 
guilt,  but  to  obtain  the  proof  would  require  judicial  power  and  much 
labor. 

J.  B.  GIDDINGS. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  13, 1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  «&c. 

My  Lord:  I  have  instituted  an  inquiry  into  the  case  of  John  G. 
Shaver,  or  Shaffer,  as  the  same  person  is  sometimes  called,  and  I  learn 
upon  satisfactory  and  even  conclusive  evidence  that  he  has  been 
engaged  in  carrying  revolvers  and  other  articles  contraband  of  war  to 
the  insurgents  and  at  the  same  time  acting  as  a  spy  in  their  behalf. 
At  present  therefore  he  cannot  be  released.    *     *    * 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  13, 1861. 
John  0.  Miller,  Esq.,  Chicago,  III. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  Will  you  please  transmit  to  this  Department  as  soon 
as  you  conveniently  can  any  evidence  you  may  have  in  the  case  of  John 
G.  Shaver? 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  14, 1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  your  lordship's  note  of  November  12  concerning 
the  case  of  John  G.  Shaver.  Under  the  belief  that  Mr.  Shaver  was  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  I  at  one  time  directed  that  he  should  be 
released  on  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  for  the 
reason  that  the  police  authorities  who  had  induced  his  arrest  had  not 
then  shown  any  sufficient  cause  for  it.  Mr.  Shaver  declined  to  take 
the  oath,  but  before  this  fact  became  known  to  me  information  had  been 
received  of  the  grounds  of  his  arrest,  upon  considering  which  I  decided 
that  his  release  at  present  would  not  be  compatible  with  the  public  safety. 

Insomuch  as  Mr.  Archibald  thinks  that  the  delay  of  Mr.  Shaver's 
letter  to  him  in  this  Department  requires  explanation  I  regret  that  I 
am  unable  to  give  any  other  than  the  simple  one  that  the  delay  resulted 
so  far  as  I  know  from  a  pressure  of  business  in  this  Department.  I  regret 
that  the  delay  was  unavoidable. 
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Having  made  Mr.  Shaver's  case  the  subject  in  part  of  a  coramunica- 
tioTi  to  your  lordship  yesterday  I  am  not  aware  that  I  have  anything  to 
say  upon"  it  now  beyond  this  reply  to  your  note  which  is  before  me. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Washington,  November  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  provincial  secretary  of  Canada  by  Mr.  G.  Benjamin,  member  of 
the  Canadian  Parliament.  It  lias  been  sent  to  me  by  Viscount  Monck, 
the  administrator  of  the  government  of  the  Province.  I  trust  that  the 
testimony  it  gives  in  favor  of  Mr.  John  G.  Shaver  will  receive  due 
consideration. 


I  have,  &c., 


LYONS. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 


Quebec,  November  9, 1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c..  Washington,  J).  C. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
J.  G.  Shaver,  a  British  subject  at  present  confined  at  Boston  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war,  together  with  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  George  Benja- 
min, member  Provisional  Parliament  for  the  county  of  Hastings,  Can- 
ada West,  containing  information  respecting  Mr.  Shaver.  I  have  to 
request  your  lordship  to  take  steps  for  obtaining  the  immediate  release 
of  Mr.  Shaver,  who  appears  to  be  unjustly  imprisoned. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 

[Inclosuie  No.  2.] 

Belleville,  November  5, 1861. 
Mr.  Alleyn. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inclose  herewith  a  letter  received  by  me  from  Mr.  John 
G.  Shaver,  now  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass.  Mr.  Shaver 
is  a  resident  of  Belleville,  known  to  every  inhabitant  as  a  loyal  man. 
He  has  for  some  years  past  been  engaged  as  agent  for  several  lines 
of  railway  as  well  in  the  United  States  as  Canada,  which  will  account 
for  his  traveling  in  the  United  States  in  the  present  troubled  times. 
Mr.  Shaver  has  always  maintained  an  excellent  character,  and  being 
a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  experience  I  should  not  think  he  would 
be  likely  to  engage  in  any  matter  that  would  get  him  into  trouble. 
I  observe  by  his  letter  that  his  liberty  is  offered  to  him  upon  condition 
that  he  swears  allegiance  to  the  United  States  which  as  a  British  sub- 
ject he  refuses  to  do.  It  is  but  just  to  presume  that  if  there  were 
grounds  for  his  arrest  and  detaining  him  he  would  not  be  offered  his 
liberty  upon  any  conditions. 

Will  you  please  submit  this  together  with  the  inclosed  letter  from 
Mr.  Shaver  to  his  excellency,  the  administrator,  who  I  have  no  doubt 
will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  bringing  the  matter  under  the 
notice  of  Lord  Lyons  at  Washington,  in  order  that  Mr.  Shaver  may  be 
i-eleased  with  as  little  delay  as  possible? 
I  have,  &c., 

'  G.  BENJAMIN, 

Member  of  Parliament  for  North  Eastings. 
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[Subinclosure.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  October  29,  1861. 
Mr.  Benjamin. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  beeu  arrested  and  am  held  prisoner  of  war- 
Have  been  ofiered  my  release  by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this 
Government  which  as  a  British  subject  you  know  I  could  not  do.  Will 
you  make  the  proper  application  to  Lord  Lyons  for  my  release?  I  am 
unjustly  accused  of  having  carried  letters  to  the  Southern  Confederacy. 
I  have  never  done  so.  We  are  removed  to  day  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 
You  will  oblige  me  by  moving  in  this  matter  at  once. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  G.  SHAVEE. 

[InclDsure  No.  3.] 

Washington,  November  14,  1861. 
Viscount  MoNCK. 

My  Lord:  I  have  this  morning  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excel- 
lency's dispatch  of  the  9th  instant  respecting  the  imprisonment  of  Mr. 
John  G.  Shaver.  I  had  previously  received  information  of  Mr.  Shaver's 
arrest  and  used  my  best  endeavors  to  obtain  his  release.  The  inclosed 
extract*  from  a  note  which  I  received  last  evening  from  Mr,  Seward,, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  will  show  your  excellency 
that  my  eflbrts  have  not  beeu  attended  with  success.  I  will  now  for- 
ward to  Mr.  Seward  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Benjamin  which 
accompanies  your  dispatch,  and  express  my  hope  that  the  testimony 
which  it  contains  in  Mr,  Shaver's  favor  may  receive  due  consideration. 

Your  excellency's  attention  has  perhaps  been  drawn  to  a  correspond- 
ence between  Mr.  Seward  and  me  on  the  subject  of  the  arrests  of  Brit- 
ish subjects  which  was  published  by  him  in  the  New  York  papers  about 
a  month  ago.  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a 
copy  of  it.  You  will  perceive  that  the  British  and  American  Govern- 
ments are  at  issue  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  American  Government 
maintains  that  it  is  in  the  present  state  of  the  country  justified  in 
arresting  and  imprisoning  both  citizens  and  foreigners  without  legal 
process. 

While  this  question  remains  in  its  present  state  I  can  do  no  more 
than  use  to  the  best  of  my  ability  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the 
release  of  individual  British  subjects  the  influence  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  which  1  derive  from  my  position  here.  In 
doing  this  I  am  subject  to  not  a  little  embarrassment.  On  the  one  hand 
it  is  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the  individuals  that  the  reasons  which 
I  adduce  for  their  being  released  should  be  such  as  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  will  listen  to.  I  am  on  the  other  hand  bound  to 
make  it  apparent  that  my  adducing  reasons  of  such  a  character  in  indi- 
vidual cases  does  not  imply  an  abandonment  of  the  position  taken  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the  general  question  or  any  acquiescence 
in  the  system  of  arresting  Her  Majesty's  subjects  without  legal  process. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


*  See  Seward  to  Lyons,  November  13,  p.  986. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  2, 1861. 
Col.  JtrsTiN  DiMiCK,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Colonel:  You  are  authorized  to  allow  Mr.  Lousada,  the  British 
consul  at  Boston,  to  visit  Mr.  Shaver,  alleged  to  be  a  British  subject, 
confined  at  Fort  Warren. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Washington,  December  11, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  notes  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
to  me  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  last  month  I  beg  to  submit  to  your  con- 
sideration a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  from  Her 
Majesty's  consul  at  Boston  relative  to  an  interview  which  he  has  had 
with  Mr.  John  G.  Shaver  in  Fort  Warren.  1  trust  that  it  may  lead  you 
to  believe  that  the  release  of  Mr.  Shaver  may  now  be  granted  without 
any  danger  to  the  public  safety. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 

[Incloanre.] 

Boston,  December  9, 1861. 
Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  yesterday  went  to  Fort 
Warren  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  Mr.  J.  G.  Shaver  whose  case  is  already 
known  to  your  lordship.  I  was  courteously  received  by  the  commander 
of  the  fort,  Colonel  Dimick,  who  gave  me  entire  facility  for  the  inter- 
view with  his  prisoner,  thus  enabling  me  to  carry  out  the  object  of  my 
visit,  viz,  to  afford  Mr.  Shaver  an  opportunity  of  more  confidentially 
stating  his  case  than  jnight  be  practicable  by  letter. 

Mr.  Shaver  denies  entirely  having  been  guilty  of  affording  aid  or 
assistance  to  the  rebellion  and  pleads  entire  Ignorance  of  the  nature  of 
the  charges  against  him.  He  admits  that  his  sympathies  were  not  with 
the  North  but  that  in  his  position  as  traveling  agent  for  the  Grand 
Trunk  Kailroad  he  was  very  careful  in  his  conversation  and  acts.  He 
states  that  his  detention  has  ruined  his  business  and  caused  great 
distress  to  his  wife  and  family  as  they  are  entirely  dependent  on  his 
exertions  for  their  support  and  maintenance. 

He  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  neutrality  (if  any  such  exists)  and 
to  engage  to  quit  and  not  to  return  to  the  United  States  during  the 
continuance  of  this  war,  and  if  such  an  arrangement  be  accepted  by 
the  authorities  at  Washington  it  would  seem  to  be  the  simplest  solution 
of  the  case, 

I  have,  &c,, 

FRANCIS  LOUSADA. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  IS,  1861. 
Colonel  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Colonel  :  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  Mr.  John  G.  Shaver  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  cannot  accept  his  assurances  to  Lord 
Lyons  that  in  his  position  of  traveling  agent  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way he  was  very  careful  in  his  conversation  and  acts.  On  the  contrary 
it  has  satisfactory  evidence  that  he  was  engaged  in  affording  aid  and 
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comfort  to  insurrectionists  both  by  bis  conversation  and  by  his  acts; 
that  he  willingly  suffered  himself  to  be  made  a  medium  of  communica 
tion  between  them  and  their  agents  in  Canada  and  Europe,  and  that  he 
conveyed  to  them  revolvers  and  other  articles  contraband  of  war  and 
in  violation  of  the  law  of  the  United  States. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  cannot  accept  his  parole  of  honor  nor  his 
oath  unsupported  by  other  guarantees.  But  if,  in  addition  to  ■engaging 
upon  oath  that  he  will  not  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection 
against  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  nor  hold 
any  correspondence  with  its  enemies  in  or  out  of  the  States,  and  that 
he  will  do  nothing  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Government  during  the 
present  hostilities,  he  will  also  procure  the  assurance  of  any  good  and 
responsible  person  that  he  will  keep  and  not  violate  these  obligations 
he  will  be  discharged. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  December  12, 1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
ot  the  11th  instant  together  with  the  copy  of  the  dispatch  from  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at  Boston  relative  to  John  G.  Shaver,  an 
alleged  British  subject.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
Colonel  Dimick  has  been  authorized  to  discharge  Shaver  from  custody 
upon  his  comijlying  with  conditions  deemed  indispensable  under  the 
circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Washington,  December  12, 1861. 

Francis  Lottsada,  Esq., 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sir:  I  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States 
a  copy  of  your  dispatch  of  the  9th  instant  reporting  the  result  of  your 
interview  with  Mr.  John  G.  Shaver  in  Fort  Warren.  I  have  received 
in  reply  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  informing  me  that  "Colonel 
Dimick  has  been  authorized  to  discharge  Shaver  from  custody  upon  his 
complying  with  conditions  deemed  indispensable  under  the  circum- 
stances." I  have  to  request  you  to  inform  ine  whether  Mr.  Shaver  has 
in  fact  been  discharged  and  what  conditions  have  been  proposed  to  him 
or  complied  with  by  him. 
I  am,  &c., 

LYONS. 


Washington,  December  21, 1861. 

(Eeceived  January  7,  1862.) 
[Earl  EusSELL,  London.] 

My  Lord  ;  *  »  *  i  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a 
copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  J.G.  Shaver  and  from 
which  it  appears  that  he  has  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  refuse  compliance 
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Tvith  the  couditions  upon  which  his  release  from  Fort  Warren  is  oflfered 
to  bini.     I  inclose  also  a  copy  of  a  note  in  which  I  have  asked  Mr. 
Seward  to  let  me  know  exactly  what  those  conditions  are. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 

[InclOBure  No.  1.] 

Fort  Warren,  December  17, 1861. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Lord:  I  received  your  lordship's  of  the  5th  instant  and  on  the 
following  Sunday  had  an  interview  with  the  British  consul  at  Boston, 
with  whom  I  had  a  conversation ;  since  when  I  hiive  received  no  coni- 
mmiication  on  the  subject  of  my  business.  Yesterday  I  was  called  to 
the  oflSce  of  Colonel  Dimick,  the  commander  of  this  place,  when  I  was 
shown  a  paper,  a  copy  of  which  I  was  refused  and  the  general  contents 
of  which  therefore  1  can  only  recount. 

This  paper  recapitulated  a  number  of  charges  against  me  most  of 
them  iudeflnite  and  all  of  which  1  solemnly  declare  to  be  untrue.  By 
this  paper  I  was  offered  my  release  upon  taking  an  oath  which  imposed 
restrictions  upon  my  acts  inconsistent  with  my  rights  as  a  freeman  and 
incomijatible  with  my  duty  as  a  British  subject,  and  adding  insult  to 
injuries  already  sustained  requiring  me  to  get  the  guarantee  of  some 
responsible  person  that  I  would  keep  the  oath  thus  attempted  to  be 
imposed,  and  as  must  be  evident  to  your  lordship  this  requisition  is  not 
only  insulting  in  itself  but  impracticable  in  the  condition  of  duress  under 
which  I  am  placed.  It  was  also  doubtful  to  me  whether  taking  this 
oath  might  not  be  construed  as  a  bar  to  the  claim  against  the  United 
States  tor  damages  for  the  illegal  imprisonment  and  loss  which  I  have 
sustained. 

1  have  therefore  been  compelled  to  decline  taking  this  oath  although 
my  health  is  impaired  by  imprisonment  and  anxiety,  knowing  my  family 
tf)  be  now  suffering  at  home  for  the  want  of  my  exertions  upon  which 
it  depends  for  support.  1  submit  the  matter  to  your  lordship  and 
resi)ectfully  request  positive  assurances  as  to  the  course  I  had  better 
])iusue.  If  your  lordship  direct  me  to  take  this  oath  to  be  released 
from  an  imprisonment  which  has  become  so  distressing  I  may  do  so. 
If,  however  (as  I  believe  your  lordship  will  do),  fyouj  advise  me  to 
refuse  to  take  it,  I  must  again  urge  your  lordship  to  take  such  steps 
that  my  case  may  speedily  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  upon  which  1  can  rely  for  that  protection  which  British 
]irinces  have  extended  to  British  subjects  in  every  age  and  in  every 
clime.  Will  your  lordship  do  me  the  favor  to  reply? 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  G.  SHAVER. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Washington,  December  20, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir  :  In  your  note  of  the  12th  instant  you  were  so  good  as  to  inform 
me  that  orders  had  been  given  for  the  release  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Shaver  from 
I'ort  Warren  upon  his  complying  with  conditions  deemed  indispensable 
under  the  circumstances.  I  have  to-day  received  under  a  cover  from 
the  State  Department  a  letter  from  Mr.  Shaver,  in  which  he  states  that 
as  a  condition  on  which  his  liberation  was  to  be  granted  he  was  tendered 
an  oath  which  (in  his  opinion)  imposed  restrictions  upon  his  acts  incon- 
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sistent  with  his  rights  as  a  freeman  and  incompatible  with  his  duty  as 
a  British  subject.  He  adds  that  he  was  required  to  obtain  the  guar- 
antee of  some  responsible  x)erson  for  his  keeping  the  oath  thus  tendered 
to  him.  Under  these  circumstances  he  has  felt  it  to  "he  his  duty  to 
decline  to  take  the  oath  although  his  health  is  impaired  by  his  impris- 
onment and  his  family  which  depends  upon  his  exertions  for  support  is 
suffering  at  home. 

He  has  requested  me  to  give  him  my  advice.  He  states,  however, 
that  he  is  unable  to  acquaint  me  with  the  precise  terms  of  the  oath  as 
he  has  been  refused  a  copy  of  it.  It  is  of  course  impossible  for  me  to 
recommend  Mr.  Shaver  to  comply  with  conditions  unless  I  know  exactly 
what  those  conditions  are.  I  trust  therefore  that  taking  all  the  circum- 
stances into  consideration  you  will  deem  it  right  to  give  me  such  infor- 
mation as  may  enable  me  to  determine  what  advice  I  ought  to  give  to 
this  British  subject. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  23, 1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c.  : 

My  Lord  :  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  20th  instant  relative  to 
the  case  of  John  G.  Shaver.  My  impression  is  that  that  person  has  not 
made  entirely  correct  representations  to  you  in  regard  to  the  conditions 
required  for  his  release.  Those  conditions  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  let- 
ter of  this  Department*  to  Colonel  Dimick  of  the  12th  instant,  a  copy 
of  which  is  inclosed  and  which  seems  to  be  as  moderate  as  a  fair  con- 
sideration of  the  circumstances  would  warrant. 
I  am ,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Washington,  December  31, 1861. 
Francis  Lousada,  Esq., 

Her  Britannic  lAajesty^s  Consul,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sir:  I  inclose  copy  of  a  letter''  addressed  on  the  32th  ultimo  by  Mr. 
Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  Colonel  Dimick,  commandant  of 
Fort  Warren.  You  will  find  stated  in  it  the  terms  of  the  oath  tendered 
to  Mr.  Shaver.  Mr.  Seward  has  to-day  given  directions  that  a  clause 
be  added  to  the  oath,  "saving  all  allegiance  due  by  Mr.  Shaver  to  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain."  This  clause  will  remove  the  scruples  which 
Mr.  Shaver  felt  on  the  ground  of  the  oath's  being  inconsistent  with  his 
allegiance  to  the  Queen. 

Mr.  Shaver  must  determine  for  himself  whether  or  no  he  chooses  to 
contract  the  engagements  ijrescribed  by  the  oath  as  modified  by  the 
clause.  I  do  not  express  any  opinion  either  on  the  lawfulness  of  Mr. 
Shaver's  imprisonment  or  on  the  justifiableness  of  the  exaction  by  the 
United  States  Government  of  such  an  oath  as  a  condition  of  his  release. 
But  as  the  modified  oath  does  not  bind  Mr.  Shaver  to  any  engagement 
wrong  in  itself  I  cannot  assume  the  responsibility  of  advising  him  to 
refuse  to  take  it.  1  do  not  feel  so  confident  of  being  able  to  procure 
his  release  on  any  other  terms  as  to  be  willing  to  interfere  to  prevent 
his  accepting  those  offered  to  him. 

*  Omitted  bere,  but  see  ]).  989. 
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I  have  to  request  you  to  speak  to  Mr.  Shaver  in  the  sense  of  this 
dispatch  and  to  inform  me  of  the  decision  he  comes  to.  With  regard 
to  the  assurance  of  a  responsible  person  that  Mr.  Shaver  will  abide  by 
the  engagement  Mr.  Seward  informs  me  that  no  more  will  be  required 
than  a  statement  by  some  known  person  of  respectability  that  to  the 
best  of  his  belief  Mr.  Shaver  will  do  so.  Of  course  your  own  assurance 
to  this  effect  if  you  felt  satisfied  in  giving  it  would  be  all  that  could  be 
desired. 

I  am,  &c., 

LYONS. 


Boston,  January  7,  1862. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c.,  Washington,  B.  G. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Mr.  Shaver  was  released 
from  Fort  Warren  yesterday  afternoon  and  left  at  5  p.  m.  for  Canada. 
Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  engagement  he  signed  with  the  D.  S.  authori- 
ties. He  called  to  thank  me  for  my  exertions  in  his  behalf  and 
expressed  a  grateful  sense  of  your  lordship's  protection. 
I  have,  &c., 

FRANCIS  LOUSADA. 

[Inclosure. ) 

I,  J,  G.  Shaver,  prisoner  in  confinement  at  Fort  Warren,  Boston 
Harbor,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  neither  enter  into  any  of  the 
States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatsoever  with  persons  residing 
in  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and 
als6  that  I  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the 
present  insurrection,  saving  my  allegiance  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, with  which  nothing  in  the  above  obligations  is  to  be  understood  to 
conflict. 

J.  G.  SHAVER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  Cth  day  of  January,  1862. 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Washington,  January  ,9,  18(>2.    (Received  23d.) 
[Earl  Russell,  London.] 

My  Lord:  »  «  *  j  have  the  honor  to  transmit*  to  your  lordship 
copies  of  further  correspondence  relative  to  the  oath  required  of  Mr. 
Shaver  as  a  condition  of  his  release  from  Fort  Warren.  Mr.  Shaver 
has  taken  the  oath  with  the  addition  of  a  clause  saving  his  allegiance 
to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  has  in  consequence  been  set  free. 
How  far  it  may  be  right  for  a  Government  to  exact  such  an  oath  from 
a  foreigner  whom  it  has  imprisoned  without  legal  process  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  determine;  but  as  the  oath  with  the  addition  of  the  saving 
clause  did  not  appear  to  me  to  impose  any  obligations  wrong  per  se  I 
felt  it  to  be  my  dnty  to  leave  it  to  Mr.  Shaver  to  decide  for  himself 

'  See  preceding  eoiTespoiidenoe. 
63  R   R — SERIEf^ 
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whether  he  would  contract  those  obligations  or  not.  I  should  not  have 
thought  myself  justified  in  isiterfering  to  prevent  his  doing  so  unless  I 
had  had  reason  to  hope  that  1  could  procure  his  discharge  on  other 
terms. 

1  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


Washington,  April  20, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  passed  between 
yourself  and  me  in  the  months  of  November  and  December  last  respect- 
ing the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  John  G.  Shaver  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  had  under  their  consideration 
an  application  from  that  gentleman  for  their  assistance  to  obtain  from 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  compensation  on  account  of  his 
arrest  and  imprisonment  and  of  the  losses  in  business  to  which  he  was 
thereby  subjected. 

According  to  Mr.  Shaver's  statement  although  he  was  in  the  service 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  Eailway  of  Canada  his  headquarters  were  at 
Louisville  in  Kentucky.  It  would  appear,  however,  from  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Benjamin,  a  member  of  the  Canadian  house  of  assembly,  of  which 
1  had  the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy  on  the  14tli  of  last  November,  that 
Mr.  Shaver's  proper  residence  is  at  Belleville  in  Canada.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  assume  therefore  that  although  his  employment  frequently 
recinired  his  presence  in  the  United  States  he  was  not  when  an-ested  in 
the  month  of  October  last  domiciled  in  the  United  States  but  in 
Canada. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  must  further  assume  although  this  does 
not  expressly  appear  from  the  papers  before  them  that  no  ordinary 
legal  remedy  is  practically  open  to  Mr.  Shaver.  It  seems  that  Mr. 
Shaver  was  arrested  on  arriving  from  Canada  at  Detroit  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  on  the  northern  frontier  of  the  United  States,  a  place  far 
removed  from  the  seat  either  of  war  or  of  any  internal  disturbance  and 
at  which  the  ordinary  course  of  law  and  criminal  jurisdiction  was  not 
interrupted  or  suspended.  Mr.  Shaver  was  perfectly  well  known  and 
he  was  arrested  as  he  affirms  by  orders  from  you  apparently  conveyed 
by  telegraph.  No  charge,  however,  was  made  against  him  nor  was  any 
reason  assigned  for  his  arrest,  but  l)e  was  searched  and  thereupon  con- 
fined as  he  states  first  "in  a  dungeon  among  negroes  and  malefactors 
of  the  vilest  kind"  and  afterward  in  a  dark  and  unventilated  room 
with  forty-eight  other  prisoners  in  Fort  Lafayette.  Mr.  Shaver  affirms 
that  on  arriving  at  New  York  he  was  taken  before  Mr.  Kennedy  of  tlie 
police  department  who  on  going  into  his  case  said  that  "  his  arrest  was 
an  error"  and  that  there  was  "  no  charge  against  him."  He  was  then 
transferred  to  Fort  Warren  where  he  was  confined  until  the  6th  of 
Jannary  last  and  he  was  then  released  only  on  taking  an  oath  that  he 
would  not  enter  any  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  or  hold  any 
correspondence  with  persons  residing  therein  without  permission  of  the 
United  States  Secretary  of  State  and  that  he  would  not  do  anything 
hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insurrection,  saving  his 
allegiance  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  observe  that  in  the  letter  which  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  14th  of  November  last  you  stated 
that  at  the  time  of  the  arrest  you  believed  that  Mr.  Shaver  was  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States.  In  the  same  note  you  stated  also  that  you 
had  at  first  directed  Mr.  Shaver's  release  upon  his  taking  the  oath  of 
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iillegiance  to  the  United  States  "  for  the  reason  that  the  police  authori- 
ties who  had  induced  his  arrest  had  not  then  shown  any  sufficient 
cause  for  it;"  that  JNIr.  Shaver  declined  to  take  this  oath  but  that  before 
that  fact  became  known  to  you  information  had  been  received  of  the 
"•rounds  of  his  arrest,  upon  considering  which  you  decided  that  his 
release  at  present  would  not  be  compatible  with  the  jjublic  safety. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  perceive  that  those  grounds  are  stated  in 
the  letter  to  Colonel  Dimick,  of  which  a  copy  was  inclosed  in  the  note 
which  you  did  me  thehonor  to  address  to  me  on  the  23d  of  December  last, 
ill  that  letter  it  is  said  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
satisfactory  evidence  that  he  (Mr.  Shaver)  was  engaged  in  affording  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  insurrectionists  both  by  his  conversation  and  by  his 
actts;  that  he  willingly  suffered  himself  to  be  made  a  medium  of  com- 
munication between  them  and  their  agents  in  Canada  and  Europe  and 
tliat  lie  conveyed  to  them  revolvers  and  other  articles  contraband  of  war 
and  in  violation  of  the  law  of  the  United  States. 

This  is  the  only  statement  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  find  in 
the  i)apers  before  them  of  the  cause  of  the  treatment  to  which  Mr. 
Sliaver  was  subjected,  while  the  first  and  only  occasion  upon  which 
I\lr.  Shaver  appears  to  have  been  himself  infoimed  of  the  precise 
nature  of  the  charges  against  him  would  seem  to  have  been  at  Fort 
Warren  in  December  last  when  Colonel  Dimick  showed  him  a  paper,  a 
copy  of  which  was  refused  him,  but  which  he  says  recapitulated  a 
number  of  charges  against  him  most  of  them  indefinite  and  all  of 
which  he  solemnly  declares  to  be  untrue.  Indeed  Mr.  Shaver  has  from 
the  first  denied  that  there  was  any  truth  in  the  charges  made  against 
him  or  the  slightest  foundation  for  them. 

Considering  that  Mr.  Shaver  has  lost  his  employment  and  that  he 
has  suffered  severely  from  the  treatment  he  received  Her  Majesty's 
(ioveniment  are  of  opinion  that  a  prima  facie  case  lias  been  made 
out  for  compensation,  and  they  have  accordingly  directed  me  to  inquire 
wliat  proof  exists  of  the  asserted  complicity  of  Mr.  Shaver  with  the 
so-called  Confederates.  If  no  sufficient  proof  exists  and  if  the  charges 
be  admitted  to  be  unfounded  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  feel  bound 
to  ask  for  a  reasonable  compensation  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Shaver. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  28, 1862. 
IMj-lit  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

.Mv  Lord:  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  20th  instant  relative  to 
tiie  case  of  John  G.  Shaver  and  have  laid  it  before  the  President  who 
iiiis  directed  me  to  make  such  an  inquiry  into  the  representations  which 
it  contains  as  may  lead  to  an  ascertainment  of  the  truth.  It  will  then 
he  my  duty  to  address  you  more  at  large  upon  the  subject. 

i  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  to  you  a  renewed  assurance  of 

mv  verv  high  consideration. 

^        ^      ^  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAItD. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  28, 1862. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  In  your  note  of  the  2Gth  instant  relative  to  the  case  of 
John  G.  Shaver  there  is  the  following  passage:  "He  was  finally 
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searched  and  thereupon  confined,"  as  he  states,  "first  in  a  dungeon 
among  negroes  and  malefactors  of  the  vilest  kind,"  and  afterward  in  a 
dark  and  un ventilated  room  with  forty-eight  other  prisoners  in  Fori 
Lafayette. 

As  there  is  nothing  in  this  Department  confirmatory  of  these  state 
ments  I  will  thank  you  for  a  copy  of  or  an  extract  from  and  a  description 
of  the  document  in  which  they  are  contained. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  28, 1862. 
William  H.  Babse,  Esq.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

SiE :  It  has  been  represented  to  this  Department  that  Mr.  John  G. 
Shaver  who  was  arrested  by  you  in  the  month  of  October  last  was 
not  domiciled  in  the  United  States  but  was  a  Canadian  subject  and 
habitually  a  resident  of  Canada.  I  will  thank  you  to  transmit  to  this 
Department  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable  any  information  in  the  form 
of  affidavits  which  you  may  have  or  can  command  tending  to  contra- 
dict the  representations  adverted  to. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Washington,  April  29, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  unofficial 
note  of  yesterday's  date  relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John  G.  Shaver.  I 
hasten  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Shaver  to  Earl 
Russell  from  which  the  passage  to  which  you  refer  in  my  note  of  the 
26th  instant  was  taken.  Tou  will  not  fail  to  observe  that  the  passage 
was  given  in  my  note  as  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Shaver. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

[iDcloBure.] 

Belleville,  [Canada],  February  3, 1862. 
Earl  Eussell,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  The  subject  of  my  arrest  and  imprisonment  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  has  already  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  I  now  beg  leave  to  bring  the 
whole  facts  under  your  notice  with  the  view  of  claiming  redress  and 
indemnity  for  the  wrongs  done  to  me. 

I  am  a  native  of  Canada,  consequently  a  born  subject  of  Her  Majesty, 
and  as  such  I  seek  redress  at  the  hands  of  the  Imperial  Government 
for  wrongs  and  injuries  done  me  by  a  foreign  power. 

On  a  late  occasion  after  the  difficulties  between  the  two  sections  of 
the  United  States  had  broken  out  I  was  compelled  to  enter  the  United 
States  to  attend  to  my  business.  In  doing  so  I  felt  perfectly  safe  as  I 
traveled  as  a  British  subject  and  as  one  who  had  not  done  anything  to 
induce  him  to  hesitate  before  he  entered  a  country  with  which  his  own 
was  at  peace.  That  my  occupation  was  that  of  a  railroad  agent,  having 
for  years  had  the  agencies  of  several  railway  and  steam-boat  companies 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  but  at  the  period  of  the  insult  offered 
me  and  wrong  inflicted  1  was  agent  for  the  Grand  Trunk  Eailway  of 
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Canada.  For  years  past  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  traveling  in  the 
United  States  attending  to  my  business  and  am  almost  as  well 
acquainted  there  as  in  Canada.  I  was  not  a  stranger  but  it  was  known 
and  especially  to  those  who  were  the  instruments  of  inflicting  the 
injuries  whereof  1  complain  that  I  am  a  British  subject. 

Oil  the  15th  of  October,  1861,  I  started  from  Montreal  for  the  pur- 
pose of  closing  up  the  business  of  the  season  and  for  making  arrange- 
ments for  the  spring  business  of  the  company  whose  agent  I  then  was, 
viz,  southwestern  passenger  agent  for  the  Grand  Trunk  Eailway,  my 
headquarters  being  at  Louisville,  Ky.  I  was  arrested  in  Detroit  while 
on  the  railway  cars,  on  an  order  from  Mr.  Secretary  Seward,  but 
1  was  not  then  informed  of  the  charge  against  me  and  it  was  not  until 
after  1  had  been  a  prisoner  for  some  time  that  I  was  made  acquainted 
with  its  nature,  viz,  conveying  arms  and  carrying  dispatches  to  the 
Confederate  States  and  authorities.  All  I  was  told  at  the  time  was 
that  the  authorities  had  been  telegraphed  to  effect  my  arrest.  Let  me 
here  state  to  your  lordship  that  there  is  not  and  was  not  the  slightest 
foundation  for  the  charge,  and  as  soon  as  I  was  acquainted  with  the 
alleged  grounds  of  my  apprehension  I  demanded  through  Lord  Lyons 
the  British  ambassador  at  Washington  my  trial. 

On  my  arrest  in  Detroit  I  was  very  roughly  handled.  I  was  stripped 
and  even  my  boots  cut  open  in  search  of  dispatches  and  my  baggage 
was  searched  after  the  same  fashion.  No  arms,  no  dispatches — ^noth- 
ing that  could  lead  to  the  supposition  that  I  was  engaged  as  alleged 
was  found  either  on  my  person  or  with  my  baggage.  Notwithstand- 
ing I  was  thrust  into  a  dungeon  among  a  number  of  negroes  and  male- 
factors of  the  vilest  kind  until  Secretary  Seward's  orders  could  be 
obtained,  but  as  no  evidence  was  found  against  me  I  was — instead  of 
ordering  my  discharge — ordered  to  close  confinement  in  Fort  Lafayette. 

After  I  had  been  in  this  fort  for  a  few  days  an  order  was  received  from 
Mr.  Secretary  Seward  that  I  was  to  be  discharged  upon  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  which  I  refused  to  do.  I 
answered  I  was  a  British  subject,  born  in  Canada  of  parents  who  were 
British  subjects  and  who  had  defended  the  soil  of  Canada  from  the 
invasion  of  the  Eepublic  of  the  United  States  ;  that  I  was  the  descend- 
ent  of  a  W.  E.  loyalist,  and  that  intolerable  and  offensive  as  was  my 
confinement  I  would  submit  to  it  forever  before  1  would  bear  alle- 
giance to  the  United  States. 

In  the  course  of  correspondence  afterward  it  was  found  out  or  at 
least  Mr.  Seward  assigned  it  as  a  reason  to  Lord  Lyons  that  he  was 
under  the  impression  that  1  was  an  American  or  the  order  would  not 
have  been  made;  but  still  I  was  not  discharged,  and  now  it  was  that 
Mr.  Seward  announced  that  the  American  Government  had  strong  proof 
against  me  for  conveying  fire  arms  and  dispatches  for  the  people  of  the 
seceded  States  and  therefore  I  could  not  be  then  discharged.  Upon 
this  being  communicated  to  me  by  my  friends  in  Canada  I  at  once  repu- 
diated the  charge  and  demanded  to  be  brought  to  trial  without  delay. 
1  wanted  no  time  for  preparation;  I  was  innocent;  I  was  ready  for  my 
trial.    But  still  no  trial  was  given  me. 

On  arriving  at  the  city  of  New  York  I  was  taken  before  Mr.  Kennedy, 
of  the  police  department,  who  on  going  into  my  case  said  my  arrest  was 
an  error  and  as  there  was  no  charge  against  me  I  should  receive  my 
discharge  in  a  few  days. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  I  was  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette  and 
imprisoned  in  adark,unventilated  room  with  forty -eight  other  prisoners. 
I  will  not  detail  the  condition  of  this  chamber.    The  foulness  and  filthi- 
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uess  cannot  be  described,  and  altliougli  escape  from  the  island  in  which 
the  fort  is  situated  is  impossible,  the  prisoners  were  not  permitted  to 
breathe  the  fresh  air  but  for  a  short  time  daily.  I  beg  to  remark  that 
my  examination  before  Mr.  Kennedy  preceded  the  order  from  Mr.  Sec 
retary  Seward  for  my  discharge  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  States. 

When  typhoid  fever  broke  out  in  Lafayette  and  the  prisoners  were 
dying  so  rapidly  as  to  arouse  public  attention  and  produce  an  outcry  ()i 
indignation  1  was  removed  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  and  it  was 
now  that  an  active  correspondence  was  carried  on  with  the  Canadian 
Government  and  my  friends  to  obtain  my  discharge.  They  insisted 
that  either  I  should  be  discharged  or  at  once  brought  to  trial.  I  was 
now  allowed  to  correspond  with  Lord  Lyons  and  to  have  interviews 
with  the  British  consul,  but  all  my  communications  to  Lord  Lyons  were 
opened  after  they  left  me  and  all  his  replies  to  me,  although  bearing  his 
signature  on  the  envelope  and  the  seal  of  the  legation,  were  opened 
before  delivery. 

At  last  on  the  0th  of  January,  1862,  after  a  [illegible]  confinement  of 
nearly  three  months  I  was  permitted  to  leave  my  prison  upon  certain 
conditions  which  your  lordship  will  find  attached*  to  this  my  humble 
representation,  as  well  as  copies*  of  the  correspondence  which  passed 
between  the  Governor-General  of  British  America  and  Lord  Lyons  and 
my  friends  who  interceded  for  my  release. 

My  Lord,  the  consequence  of  this  most  unjustifiable  arrest  has  been 
to  me  a  great  source  of  trouble,  loss,  grief  and  injury.  In  consequence 
of  it  I  have  lost  the  lucrative  position  I  held,  and  in  consequence  of 
my  arrest  I  shall  not  be  able  to  resume  the  business  in  which  I  was 
formerly  engaged,  as  it  points  me  out  to  my  em[)loyers  as  a  man  inter- 
meddling with  the  dangerous  aflairs  of  the  revolutionary  States  when 
in  fact  the  charge  is  entirely  without  foundation.  I  have  also  suffered 
in  a  very  serious  manner  from  the  fact  that  my  arrest  broke  up  an 
engagement  which  would  have  proved  a  most  lucrative  undertaking  for 
the  winter  season,  a  period  during  which  my  time  as  railway  agent  is 
but  little  occupied.  To  which  the  injury  inflicted  by  the  arrest,  the 
wound  to  a  man's  feelings,  the  grief,  trouble  and  sorrow  of  one's  family 
and  my  long  and  protracted  detention  as  a  prisonei'  when  it  was  well 
known  by  the  U.  S.  authorities  there  were  no  charges  against  me  and 
that  I  was  only  held  in  durance  to  cover  the  blunders  of  theoflflcialsof 
the  United  States  Government  and  the  false  reports  of  their  spies  prowl- 
ing about  the  Province  of  Canada,  induced  me  to  seek  for  reparation  and 
redress  and  to  seek  the  interposition  of  the  Imperial  Government  to 
enable  me  to  recover  such  damages  as  the  wrongs  committed  against 
me  and  the  sufi'erings  inflicted  and  insults  offered  to  me  will  entitle  me 
to  recover  [illegible]. 

1  therefore  most  respectfully  solicit  the  interference  and  support  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  in  urging  my  demand  for  reparation  and 
redress  and  ask  your  lordship  to  give  such  early  instructions  to  Her 
Majesty's  ambassador  at  Washington  as  will  insure  a  speedy  and  sat 
isfactory  settlement  of  the  demand.  As  a  British  subject  1  feel  that 
there  can  be  no  necessity  for  offering  any  apology  for  bringing  the  mat- 
ter under  the  notice  of  your  lordship;  that  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
Her  Majesty's  subjects  are  too  dear  in  the  estimation  of  both  our 
gracious  Queen  and  her  imperial  advisers  to  allow  them  to  be  trifled 
with. 


'  Omitted  here;  see  ante. 
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I  beg  permission  further  to  add  that  the  prompt  and  unceasing  atten- 
tion of  their  excellencies  the  Governor-General  of  Canada  and  the 
British  ambassador  at  Washington  on  my  behalf  entitles  them  to  my 
heartfelt  and  warmest  thanks.  I  feel  tliey  did  all  for  me  they  could 
have  done  had  my  positioji  been  equally  exalted  with  their  own. 
I  have,  &c., 

JOHX  (i.  SHAVER. 


Department  of  State,  WasJiinr/Um,  April  .'SO,  1862. 
William  H.  Barse,  Esq.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

^  Sir  :  I  inclose  an  extract*  from  a  memorial  of  John  G.  Shaver  to 
Earl  Russell  in  which  he  makes  representations  in  regard  to  his  treat- 
ment when  arrested  at  Detroit,  the  truth  of  which  or  the  reverse  you 
will  please  to  report  upon  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  May  30, 1862. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  IjYons,  &c. 

My  Lord:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  28th  ultimo  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  note  of  the  2Gth  ultimo  relating  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John 
G.  Shaver,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
copy  of  the  said  Shaver's  letter  to  Lord  Russell,  dated  February  3, 
18G2,  which  was  communicated  in  your  note  of  April  29. 

Having  made  such  inquiries  as  seemed  necessary  to  an  ascertainment 
of  the  truth  so  far  as  opportunity  has  been  afforded  I  now  submit  the 
following  observations  touching  the  case  as  presented  in  Shaver's  letter 
to  Lord  Russell  and  in  your  note  founded  thereon  for  your  consideration : 

Mr.  Shaver's  allegation  that  he  is  a  British  subject  has  hitherto 
been  suffered  to  pass  without  inquiry,  but  information  of  a  contrary 
tenor  has  been  received  which  although  not  conclusive,  as  it  only  rests 
on  his  own  word,  is  yet  entitled  to  higher  credibility  than  his  present 
assertion  inasmuch  as  no  motive  then  existed  for  misrepresentation.  It 
is  reported  to  me  that  he  has  heretofore  professed  at  Belleville  where 
he  pretends  to  reside  that  he  was  a  native  and  citizen  of  the  United 
States. 

Although  under  the  other  proof  existing  in  the  case  it  may  be  wholly 
unimportant  where  he  was  born  or  to  what  nationality  his  allegiance  is 
due,  yet  it  is  proper  to  say  that  the  weight  of  his  own  declarations  pre- 
ponderating in  favor  of  his  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  he 
cannot  be  perinitted  to  avail  himself  of  a  supposititious  title  to  British 
protection  in  the  prosecution  of  a  claim  against  the  United  States 
without  satisfactory  afQrmative  proof  that  he  is  entitled  to  such 
protection. 

In  regard  to  his  actual  domicile  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  there  seems 
to  be  an  equal  vrant  of  certainty  that  it  was  established  within  British 
territory  or  in  any  way  entitled  him  to  British  protection.  It  is  true 
that  Mr.  Benjamin  states  without  qualification  that  he  is  a  resident  of 
Belleville.  Mr.  R.  W.  Patterson,  a  resident  of  Belleville,  on  the  other 
hand  states  that  he  has  known  him  about  five  years  and  that  he  made 
Toronto  his  home  four  years  of  the  time;  that  during  that  period  he 
was  not  aware  that  he  had  a  family,  but  finds  that  he  has  a  wife  in  that 

"See  Shaver  to  Russell,  February  3,  p.  996. 


1000  PRISONERS   OP   WAfe,    ETC 


place,  but  that  he  has  been  informed  by  some  of  the  best  citizens  that 
he  has  not  spent  over  one  month  in  each  year  with  his  wife.  It  is 
shown  by  a  statement  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Saint  Louis,  Alton  and 
Chicago  Eailroad Company,  of  the  Stateof  Illinois,  that  he  was  employed 
by  that  company  in  September,  October  and  November,  1800,  and  that 
his  place  of  abode  was  nominally  either  at  Buffalo  or  Toronto,  his  letters 
being  always  addressed  to  the  former  point.  It  moreover  appears  by 
his  own  statement  as  given  in  your  note  as  well  as  by  all  other  testi- 
mony that  in  1861  and  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  "  his  headquarters 
were  at  Louisville  in  Kentucky." 

These  being  the  facts  it  would  seem  that  in  assuming  that  Mr. 
Shaver  when  arrested  was  not  domiciled  in  the  United  States  but  in 
Canada,  as  stated  in  your  note.  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  com- 
mitted the  error  of  reversing  the  rule  believed  to  be  universal  in  its 
application  that  the  domicile  of  the  wife  depends  upon  and  follows  that 
of  the  husband,  and  making  the  domicile  of  this  Shaver  depend  upon 
and  follow  that  of  his  wife,  whom  he  indeed  occasionally  visits  but  with 
whom  he  has  not  for  years  resided. 

It  is  not,  however,  thought  necessary  to  reduce  the  question  of  liis 
domicile  to  any  greater  certainty.  It  is  manifest  that  traveling  and 
being  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  in  the  pursuit  of  a  busi- 
ness occupation  he  was  bound  even  if  a  subject  of  a  foreign  govern- 
ment "  not  to  content  himself  with  barely  respecting  the  laws  of  the 
country;  he  ought  to  assist  it  upon  occasion  and  contribute  to  its 
defense  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  his  duty  as  a  citizen  of  another 
State."  But  regardless  of  this  obligation,  with  manifest  ingratitude 
toward  the  Government  under  whose  favor  and  protection  he  was 
enjoying  a  "lucrative  position,"  he  yielded  himself  to  the  purposes  and 
service  of  the  enemies  of  that  Government  by  becoming  the  vehicle  of 
their  calumnies,  to  sow  disaffection  and  engaging  in  their  active  aid 
by  the  conveyance  of  intelligence,  correspondence  and  supplies. 

It  is  in  proof  by  the  affidavit  of  Sears  P.  Thompson  that  he  (Thompson) 
had  several  conversations  with  Shaver  in  reference  to  our  national  diffi- 
culties and  on  each  and  every  occasion  he  expressed  himself  very 
strongly  in  favor  of  the  rebels,  insomuch  that  Thompson  cautioned  him 
not  to  do  so,  admonishing  him  that  if  he  persisted  he  would  sooner  or  later 
get  into  trouble.  Itisalsoinproof  that  when  traveling  between  Canada 
and  Louisville  in  his  capacity  of  ticket  agent  during  the  summer  of  1861 
it  was  customary  for  him  to  have  with  him  one  or  two  large  trunks  and 
that  these  trunks  came  northward  light  and  went  southward  heavy. 
It  is  also  in  proof  that  he  stated  that  while  on  the  way  to  Fort  Lafayette 
after  his  arrest  that  he  had  parcels  in  some  express  office  which  he 
expected  to  receive  to  carry  South  and  that  the  empty  trunk  was  to  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  packing  the  same.  It  is  also  in  proof  that  pre- 
vious to  his  arrest  he  stated  to  an  acquaintance  his  intention  of  going 
contrary  to  the  President's  proclamation  to  Few  Orleans,  Richmond 
and  other  points  in  the  insurrectionary  States  and  offered  to  aid  his 
said  acquaintance  in  traveling  the  same  route  and  that  letters  were 
committed  to  his  charge  to  be  delivered  in  Eichmond.  It  is  also  in  proof 
that  in  the  month  of  October,  1861,  and  before  his  arrest  he  told  a  travel- 
ing companion  between  Detroit  and  Toronto  that  he  was  in  the  busi- 
ness of  conveying  correspondence  between  parties  in  the  insurrection- 
ary States  and  their  friends  in  Canada  or  on  the  European  steamers 
and  afterward,  having  in  the  meantime  been  on  board  a  steamer  just 
arrived  at  Quebec  from  Liverpool,  he  told  the  same  person  at  Montreal 
that  he  could  get  $5,000  for  delivering  what  he  had  in  the  South  and 
that  he  intended  to  make  it. 
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Katious  cannot  afford  to  have  the  intercourse  which  the  interests  of 
their  citizens  require  to  be  kept  open  subjected  to  the  annoyances  and 
risks  which  would  result  from  the  admission  of  fraud  or  duplicity  into 
such  intercourse.  It  has  therefore  become  a  usage  having  the  author- 
ity of  a  principle  in  the  correspondence  between  enlightened  govern- 
ments in  relation  to  the  claims  of  citizens  or  subjects  that  any  deception 
practiced  by  a  claimant  upon  his  own  government  in  regard  to  a  contro- 
versy with  a  foreign  government  for  the  purpose  of  enhancing  his  claim 
or  influencing  the  proceedings  of  his  government  forfeits  all  title  of  the 
party  attempting  such  deception  to  the  protection  and  aid  of  his  govern- 
ment in  the  controversy  in  question,  because  an  honorable  government 
cannot  consent  to  complicate  itself  in  a  matter  in  which  it  has  itself  been 
made  or  attempted  to  be  made  the  victim  of  a  &aud  for  the  benefit  of 
the  dishonest  party. 

Mr.  Shaver  in  presenting  his  application  to  Lord  Eussell  has  been 
unmindful  of  the  obligations  of  truth  and  good  faith  in  several  partic- 
ulars if  I  am  correctly  informed.  He  alleges  that  on  his  arrest  he  was 
roughly  handled,  stripped  and  even  his  boots  cut  open  in  search  of  dis- 
patches, and  that  he  was  thrust  into  a  dungeon  among  a  number  ot 
negroes  and  malefactors  of  the  vilest  kind,  while  it  is  in  proof  by  the 
sworn  statement  of  the  person  having  him  in  charge  during  his  deten- 
tion in  Detroit,  about  five  hours,  that  there  is  not  a  particle  of  truth 
contained  in  this  statement  and  that  he  is  not  believed  to  have  seen  any 
prisoner  while  confined  there.  And  it  is  also  in  proof  by  the  affidavit 
of  George  E.  Barse,  an  offlcer  who  assisted  in  his  arrest  and  who  con- 
veyed him  to  tbe  custody  of  the  officer  commanding  Fort  Lafayette, 
that  he  was  searched  in  as  quiet  a  manner  as  possible;  nothing  was 
done  toward  injuring  his  apparel,  no  boots  ripped — everything  was 
done  in  as  gentle,  quiet  a  manner  as  was  consistent  with  the  duty 
required,  and  that  in  his  statement  in  reference  to  his  arrest  and  rough 
handling,  cutting  of  boots,  &c.,  so  far  as  the  knowledge  of  said  officer 
extends  there  is  not  one  particle  of  trutli  contained. 

In  his  said  letter  to  Lord  Eussell  Mr.  Shaver  repeatedly  alleges  that 
as  soon  as  he  learned  the  grounds  of  his  arrest  he  demanded  his  trial 
and  to  be  brought  to  trial  without  delay,  while  in  all  the  correspond- 
ence touching  his  case  between  your  legation  and  this  Department 
and  in  all  the  correspondence  previous  to  said  letter  to  Lord  Eussell, 
copies  whereof  have  been  communicated  by  you  to  me,  there  is  no 
allusion  to  a  trial;  but  Shaver's  release  is  claimed  by  him  and  sought 
for  by  his  friends  on  the  ground  of  his  assumed  innocence  and  the 
allegation  that  no  charges  of  criminality  were  made  against  him. 

In  his  said  letter  to  Lord  Eussell  Mr.  Shaver  states  that  when  typhoid 
fever  broke  out  in  Fort  Lafayette  and  the  prisoners  were  dying  so 
rapidly  as  to  arouse  public  attention  and  produce  an  outcry  of  indigna- 
tion he  was  removed  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  when  in  truth 
there  was  not  during  the  time  of  his  confinement  there  nor  at  any  time 
while  said  fort  was  used  as  a  place  of  detention  for  state  criminals 
any  breaking  out  or  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  at  Fort  Lafayette  nor 
were  there  any  deaths  of  prisoners  of  state  there  at  that  or  any  other 
time  from  typhoid  fever  or  any  other  cause.    From  all  which  it  seems 

manifestly  to  result :  x.,     j.      j       j 

First.  That  Mr.  Shaver  stands  convicted  of  inexcusable  traud  and 

misrepresentation  in  his  appeal  to  the  British  Government  the  conse- 

•  quences  whereof  so  far  as  he  is  concerned  are  in  the  hands  ot  that 

Government. 
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Second.  That  the  conduct  of  the  said  Shaver  -while  in  the  United 
States — ill  his  seditious  conversation  and  in  his  active  aid  to  the  insur- 
gents in  facilitating  communications  and  conveying  correspondence  and 
supijlies — was  highly  criminal  and  subjected  him  to  imprisonment  in 
the  discretion  of  the  President,  to  whose  clemency  solely  he  is  now 
indebted  for  his  liberty. 

Third.  That  it  does  not  appear  that  Shaver  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  or 
at  any  other  specified  period  had  his  jiroper  domicile  in  British  terri- 
tory or  elsewhere  than  in  the  United  States. 

Fourth.  That  it  does  not  appear  that  Shaver  is  or  ever  was  a  British 
subject. 

If  these  conclusions  are  sustained  or  any  material  portion  of  them 
it  is  apijarent  that  the  case  of  Mr.  Shaver  has  already  had  more  atten- 
tion in  this  form  than  it  is  entitled  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Washington,  January  3,  1863. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  &c. 

Sill:  On  receiving  from  me  a  copy  of  the  note  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  30th  of  May  last  res])ecting  tlie  im])rison- 
ment  of  Mr.  John  G.  Shaver,  Her  Majesty's  (Jloveniinent  considered  it 
advisable  to  write  to  Canada  for  further  information  on  the  subject. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  having  in  this  way  obtained  additional 
evidence  have  again  taken  the  case  into  their  consideration  and  have 
directed  me  to  make  to  you  a  further  representation  with  regard  to  it. 

To  begin  with — Mr.  Shaver's  claim  to  be  a  British  subject:  It  is 
proved  by  the  affidavits  of  Nancy  JMoore,  Peter  Shaver,  John  Hedley 
and  others  whicli  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith*  that 
Mr.  Shaver  is  of  British  descent  and  that  he  and  his  family  have  always 
had  their  residence  on  British  territory.  It  appears  indeed  from  the 
aflidavit  of  Mr.  Benjamin  and  others  (which  also  are  inclosed)  that  Mr. 
Shaver  has  had  for  many  years  past  (and  had  at  the  time  of  his  arrest) 
a  residence  at  Belleville,  in  Upper  Canada,  at  which  his  wife  lives  and 
to  which  it  has  been  his  habit  to  return  whenever  the  claims  of  his 
business  have  allowed  him  to  do  so.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  ever 
had  a  fixed  residence  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and 
his  occupation  while  in  those  States  was  of  a  nature  to  cause  constant 
traveling  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  the  other  and  almost  to 
exclude  the  idea  of  any  fixed  residence  whatever,  and  moreover  it  con- 
tinued only  for  a  limited  portion  of  each  year. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  are  then  clearly  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Sha- 
ver has  established  by  good  jnoof  that  lie  is  a  born  subject  of  Her 
Majesty,  and  what  is  of  less  imiiortance  that  he  has  retained  his  Brit- 
ish domicile;  and  as  regards  this  latter  jioint  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment confess  that  they  liave  failed  to  perceive  the  force  of  the  remarks 
made  in  your  note  or  the  justice  of  the  rebuke  which  you  found 
upon  them. 

The  domicile  of  the  wife  was  not  stated  to  be  the  domicile  of  the  hus- 
band ;  but  the  fact  of  the  residence  of  the  wife  and  family  at  a  par- 
ticular place  was  in  the  case  of  a  traveling  agent  alleged  as  part  of 
the  evidence  that  his  home  or  domicile  was  in  that  place.  This  position 
is  in  accordance  with  the  best  authorities,  English  and  American,  upon 

'  Not  found. 
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the  particular  poiut  of  domicile,  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  of 
opinion  tbat  in  spite  of  traveling  agencies  limited  to  three  or  four 
months  Mr.  Shaver  was  domiciled  at  Belleville.  The  question,  how- 
ever, is  one  of  natural  allegiance  and  not  of  domicile,  and  when  the 
U.  S.  authorities  forebore  to  press  the  oath  of  allegiance  which  they  had 
at  lirst  tendered  to  Mr.  Shaver  it  was,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
cannot  doubt,  because  they  were  satisfied  of  his  British  origin  and 
allegiance. 

Next,  as  to  the  charge  against  Mr.  Shaver  of  using  seditious  language 
while  he  was  in  the  United  States.  Her  Majesty's  Government  observe 
that  the  only  witness  mentioned  in  connection  with  this  charge  is 
Sears  P.  ThompsoTi.  Mr.  Shaver  states  that  this  Thompson  was  in  his 
employment  and  that  [he]  fraudently  withheld  from  him  money  received 
on  his  account.  He  declares  moreover  that  his  conversation  with 
Thompson  never  proceeded  beyond  the  private  expression  of  opinions 
on  passing  events  and  were  not  calculated  to  excite  any  feelings,  and 
indeed  it  may  be  gathered  from  the  manner  in  which  Thompson's  state- 
ment is  mentioned  in  your  note  that  this  assertion  is  not  likely  to  be 
disputed.  Mr.  Shaver  moreover  explicitly  denies  that  he  ever  in  any 
public  manner  gave  expression  to  sentiments  hostile  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  It  seems  therefore  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment that  the  character  of  Thompson  and  his  particular  relations  with 
Shaver  go  far  to  discredit  his  evidence  such  as  it  is;  and  Her  Majesty's 
Government  observe  further  that  even  if  TUompson's  evidence  were 
not  discredited  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Shaver  could  hardly  be  regarded  as 
an  offense  except  under  a  rigid  despotism ;  that  it  could  be  only  under 
such  a  form  of  government  that  a  free  comment  upon  passing  events  to 
an  acquaintance  could  be  considered  as  a  crime  justifying  imprisonment. 

Other  charges  against  Mr.  Shaver  connected  with  the  carriage  of  cor- 
respondence and  similar  matters  are  prefaced  in  your  note  with  the 
words,  "  It  is  in  proof,"  but  no  witness  who  has  testified  to  them  is 
named.  Mr.  Shaver  distinctly  and  categorically  denies  that  he  was 
ever  either  directly  or  indirectly  engaged  in  the  carriage  of  any  corre- 
spondence to  persons  who  were  in  arms  or  in  revolt  against  the  United 
States.  With  regard  to  the  assertion  concerning  the  trunks  in  his  pos- 
session which  are  stated  to  have  come  northward  light  and  to  have  gone 
southward  heavy  Mr.  Shaver's  answer  is  that  these  trunks  contained 
the  bills,  papers  and  tickets  which  in  the  course  of  his  business  as  a 
ticket  agent  he  sold ;  that  the  trunks  came  up  light  because  the  greater 
portion  of  the  passenger  traffic  was  from  South  to  North  and  the  tickets 
were  then  in  the  hands  of  the  passengers;  that  they  returned  heavy 
because  the  tickets  had  then  been  collected  from  the  holders  and  were 
on  their  way  back  to  the  companies  in  the  South  for  whose  account  they 
had  been  sold.  He  states  moreover  that  on  every  occasion  of  their 
going  South  these  trunks  were  searched. 

It  is  further  affirmed  in  your  note  that  Mr.  Shaver  stated  on  the  way 
to  Fort  Lafayette  after  his  arrest  that  he  had  parcels  in  some  express 
office  which  he  expected  to  receive  to  carry  South.  The  latter  part  of 
this  statement  Mr.  Shaver  denies  having  made.  He  admits  the  former 
part  but  adds  that  the  U.  S.  authorities  obtained  the  parcels  and  exam- 
ined them  and  found  them  to  contain  cigars. 

The  assertion  that  Mr.  Shaver  stated  his  intention  to  go  South  con- 
trary to  the  proclamation  of  the  President  and  also  to  carry  corre- 
spondence to  the  Southern  army  Mr.  Shaver  meets  with  a  positive 
denial,  and  as  the  names  of  the  witnesses  on  Avhose  evidence  this  charge 
is  made  are  not  given  it  is  not  easy  to  say  what  other  answer,  supposing 
the  charge  to  be  untrue,  Mr.  Shaver  could  give  to  it. 
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On  the  whole  case  Her  Majesty's  Governmeut  are  of  opinion  that  the 
grave  facts  as  to  Mr.  Shaver's  detention,  ill  usage  and  imprisonment 
remain  wholly  ■without  excuse  or  modification,  and  even  if  your  reliance 
on  the  statements  of  the  U.  S.  ofidcials  as  to  the  treatment  of  Mr. 
Shaver  after  bis  arrest  be  justified  this  would,  it  seems  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  merely  tend  to  show  some  possible  exaggeration  not 
unnatural  or  inexcusable  under  the  circumstances  on  Mr.  Shaver's  part 
as  to  some  points  of  detail  which  are  not  really  of  much  importance  to 
the  substance  of  the  case  and  as  to  which  the  feelings  and  observations 
of  prisoners  are  apt  to  be  more  acute  than  those  of  the  officers  who 
hold  them  in  custody. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  indeed  been  strengthened  by  the 
information  which  they  have  now  obtained  in  the  opinion  which  1 
expressed  to  you  by  their  order  in  my  note  of  the  26th  of  April  last, 
and  they  have  accordingly  directed  me  to  state  to  you  that  they  con- 
sider the  claim  of  Mr.  Shaver  for  redress  and  compensation  to  be  fully 
established. 

I  beg  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  back  the  ten  original  documents 
inclosed  in  this  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

LYOKS. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  January  7,  1863. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  3d  instant  relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John  G.  Shaver.  In  reply 
I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  a  reconsideration  of  the  subject 
shall  cheerfully  be  entered  into. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  7, 1863. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
has  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  note  of  Lord  Lyons  of  the  3d  of  January 
last  in  which  are  set  forth  the  views  now  taken  of  the  case  of  John  G. 
Shaver  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government. 

The  depositions  which  accompany  that  note  seem  to  establish  with 
sufQcieut  certainty  the  fact  that  the  said  John  G.  Shaver  was  born  a 
British  subject  and  that  he  has  not  renounced  his  native  allegiance. 

The  same  depositions  show  also  with  sufficient  certainty  that  in  a 
technical  sense  Shaver  has  retained  a  domicile  in  Canada;  but  they  do 
not  at  all  disprove  the  fact  of  continuous  residence,  occupation  and 
activity  in  the  United  States  as  a  citizen  or  resident  thereof  which  has 
been  set  forth  by  the  undersigned  in  his  previous  communications  on 
the  subject.  He  was  so  residing  and  engaged  at  Louisville  in  Kentucky 
at  the  time  of  his  arrest.  Upon  this  point  we  have  the  corroboration 
of  a  public  advertisement  for  the  year  1861  which  was  extensively  dis- 
tributed and  posted  by  Shaver  himself  throughout  the  Southwestern 
and  Western  States  with  a  view  to  attract  travelers  in  those  quarters 
to  the  Grand  Trunk  Bailway.    This  notice  was  specially  addressed  to 
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the  inhabitants  of  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Cairo,  Saint  Louis,  Louis- 
ville, Cincinnati  and  Chicago.  Shaver  signed  this  advertisement  as 
passenger  agent  for  the  Southwestern  States. 

The  undersigned  upon  reviewing  the  whole  case  is  of  opinion  that 
John  G.  Shaver  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  had  for  present  advantage 
waived  and  lost  his  domicile  in  Canada  and  had  assumed  and  given  out 
to  whomsoever  was  concerned  that  he  was  a  resident  dwelling  within 
the  United  States. 

Wherever  born  and  wherever  living  Shaver  owed  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  while  enjoying  their  protection,  and  he  had 
no  right  to  engage  in  any  seditious  proceedings  or  practices  which 
could  endanger  the  public  peace  or  safety,  and  lie  was  necessarily 
amenable  to  the  surveillance  of  the  police  when  it  became  necessary  to 
exercise  it. 

The  undersigned  cannot  regard  the  depositions  which  have  been 
submitted  to  him  on  behalf  of  Shaver  as  sufflcient  in  any  way  to  dis- 
credit the  testimony  of  Sears  P.  Thompson.*  That  evidence  shows  that 
Shaver  at  a  critical  period  of  the  present  political  disturbances  of  the 
country  held  forth  seditious  conversations  at  different  times  and  that 
he  persisted  in  that  course  of  conduct  after  frequent  warnings.  The 
Government  had  found  it  necessary  to  prevent  treasonable  conversa- 
tions and  correspondence  between  the  insurgents  in  insurrectionary 
regions  and  sympathizers,  aiders  and  abettors  in  the  States  which  yet 
remain  undisturbed.  Shaver  claims  that  in  his  conversation  he  only 
went  to  the  extent  of  making  free  comment  on  passing  events.  But 
he  cannot  complain  if  the  language  he  held  was  so  indiscreet  and  inju- 
rious as  to  draw  upon  him  the  watchful  suspicion  of  the  authorities 
engaged  in  finding  out  and  arresting  agents  and  emissaries  of  the 
insurrection.  His  occupation  was  just  such  a  one  as  enabled  him  to 
act  in  such  a  capacity  with  effect  and  therefore  such  as  to  draw  upon  him 
the  attention  of  a  vigilant  police.  He  was  found  frequently  traveling 
over  a  known  line  used  for  secret  communication  by  the  agents  of  the 
insurrection  in  violation  of  the  Executive  proclamation.  He  had  lug- 
gage which  was  adapted  to  the  forbidden  purpose  and  his  conversations 
brought  his  loyalty  or  his  neutrality  into  distrust. 

Lord  Lyons  takes  notice  of  the  fact  that  in  the  statement  of  the  case 
which  has  been  heretofore  made  by  the  undersigned  the  effect  of  testi- 
mony is  sometimes  given  without  specifying  the  sources  from  which  it 
is  derived.  Some  of  the  depositions  in  the  case  contain  matter  foreign 
to  Shaver's  case,  and  the  general  form  of  statement  which  Lord  Lyons 
has  noticed  was  adopted. 

I  may  now  specify  that  J.  H.  Noyes  testifies  that  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Shaver  about  the  1st  of  May,  1861,  while  Noyes  was 
engaged  as  clerk  of  the  Russell  House,  at  Detroit;  that  he  knew  noth- 
ing of  Shaver's  history  before  that  time ;  that  he  represented  himself 
to  be  general  agent  for  the  Grand  Trunk  Eailroad;  that  Louisville, 
Ky.,  was  his  headquarters;  that  Noyes  thinks  he  saw  Shaver  the  last 
time  in  August,  1861.  He  told  Noyes  that  his  next  trip  South  would  be 
to  New  Orleans,  and  offered  to  procure  passes  for  Noyes  if  he  would 
accompany  Shaver.  Noyes  asked  Shaver  if  there  would  not  be  diflfi 
culties  in  getting  through  to  New  Orleans  on  account  of  our  national 
troubles.  Shaver  assured  him  that  there  would  be  none;  that  he 
(Shaver)  was  a  Canadian  and  a  neutral  and  that  he  could  easily  get 
passes  on  any  of  the  railroads  of  the  Southern  (insurrectionary)  States. 
He  wrote  to  Shaver  to  send  him  some  letters  to  Eichmond,  Va., 

*  Not  found. 
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addressed  to  Lieutenant  Parker,  a  prisoner  there,  and  thinks  Shaver 
told  hina  he  intended  to  visit  Richmond,  which  is  a  principal  seat  of 
insurrectionary  operations.  Thus  it  appears  that  he  was  preparing 
without  the  consent  of  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  to  visit  the 
insurrectionary  region  and  even  towns  and  posts  held  by  the  insurgents, 
and  claiming  to  enjoy  facilities  for  free  and  unrestricted  intercourse 
and  with  facilities  for  travel  which  were  strictly  prohibited ;  and  to 
these  suspicious  outgivings  he  recklessly  added  invitations  to  others  to 
join  him  and  the  offer  to  carry  forbidden  correspondence. 

Albert  IJavis  makes  a  deposition  to  the  effect  that  he  met  Shaver  in 
Detroit  about  October  16, 1861,  and  that  they  traveled  thence  together 
to  Quebec.  Davis  says :  Between  Detroit  and  Toronto  he  asked  me, 
"What  is  your  business?"  1  replied,  "I  have  got  papers  to  deliver  to 
one  of  our  Southern  Confederacy  on  board  the  steamer  Norwegian." 
He  replied,  "God,  I  am  in  the  same  business."  "The  devil  you  are,"  1 
replied;  "I  thought  you  Avas  the  agent  of  the  Grand  Trunk  liailroad." 
He  then  said,  "So  I  am,  and  that  helps  me;  on  that  account  no  one 
would  suspect  me."  Davis  proceeds:  When  the  U.  S.  vessel  (I  think 
the  Anglo-Saxon  by  name)  arrived  from  England,  at  Quebec,  we  met 
on  board  of  her,  and  then  fell  in  company  with  John  Mure,  of  New 
Orleans;  H.  A.  Nesbit,  of  Georgia,  Member  of  the  rebel  Congress,  and 
General  Magrnder,  of  the  rebel  army.  We  also  met  at  Montreal. 
Then  he  (Shaver)  told  me  that  he  could  get  $5,000  for  delivering  what 
he  had  and  that  he  intended  to  make  it.  I  told  him  that  he  might  be 
caught.  He  replied,  "They  can't  catch  me;  I  am  smarter  than  any 
Americans."  Davis  further  says :  I  saw  him  for  the  last  time  in  Toronto ; 
when  he  left  there  he  had  three  trunks;  two  of  them  were  loaded,  with 
what  I  cannot  say.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  all  his  fixings.  He  replied, 
"Yes,  I  have." 

The  undersigned  regards  these  proofs  as  establishing  all  the  state- 
ments in  regard  to  John  G.  Shaver  contained  in  the  note  of  the  under- 
signed of  the  30tli  of  May  last  except  the  statement  relating  to  Shaver's 
trunk  and  his  avowal  tliat  he  had  parcels  in  some  express  office  which 
he  expected  to  receive  to  carry  South,  and  that  the  empty  trunk  was  to 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  packing  same.  The  aflfldavits  upon  which 
those  statements  were  made  have  been  mislaid  and  they  are  not  avail- 
able at  this  moment.  But  Shaver  admits  the  fact  that  the  trunks  which 
he  carried  when  coming  North  were  light  and  when  going  South  were 
heavy. 

His  explanation  of  the  matter  that  he  carried  trunks  filled  with  rail- 
road tickets  on  each  trip  to  Louisville  which  were  disposed  of  before 
his  return  seems  unreasonable  and  does  not  gain  credit  with  the  under- 
signed. His  further  statement  that  on  every  occasion  of  his  going 
South  these  trunks  were  searched,  if  it  could  be  believed  without  proof, 
would  raise  a  presumption  that  being  searched  at  the  military  border 
and  found  free  from  contraband  they  were  really  intended  to  be  filled 
up  at  express  offices  on  the  way  with  articles  of  illicit  commerce. 

In  conclusion  the  undersigned  is  obliged  to  regard  the  precautionary 
arrest  of  John  G.  Shaver  as  one  which  was  properly  made,  in  view  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  case;  and  his  complaints  of  undergoing  rigor 
and  hardship  as  being  without  just  foundation. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  Lord 
Lyons  the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

r.  S. — Pursuant  to  his  request  the  deposition  which  accompanied 
Lord  Lyons'  note  is  now  returned. 
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Washington,  April  23, 1863. 
Hou.  William  H.  Sewaed,  &c. 

Sir:  Her  jMajesty's  Government  have  not  failed  to  consider  witli 
attention  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the 
7th  of  February  last  with  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  John  G.  Shaver;  but 
they  have  not  found  it  possible  to  modify  their  opinion  as  to  the  injustice 
of  the  incarceration  of  Mr.  Shaver  and  as  to  his  claim  for  compensation. 

It  is  admitted  in  your  note  tliat  Mr.  Shaver  is  a  British  subject  and 
Her  Majesty's  Government  must  still  maintain  that  at  the  time  of  his 
arrest  his  legal  domicile  was  in  Canada.  It  is  alleged,  liowever,  that 
]\Ir.  Shaver  was  resident  in  the  United  States  and  being  reasonably 
suspected  of  treasonable  practices  was  properly  imprisoned ;  but  Her 
Majesty's  Government  think  tliat  it  may  be  assumed  from  the  facts  and 
circumstances  of  his  release  that  the  suspicions  entertained  against 
him  were  ill  founded. 

1  had  the  honor  in  my  note  of  the  3d  of  January  to  state  to  yon  the 
reasons  which  had  led  Her  Majesty's  GovernmcTit  to  regard  the  evidence 
of  Thompson  upon  which  those  suspicions  weie  based  as  unworthy  of 
credit. 

But  it  is  urged  in  your  note  that  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Shaver  though 
in  itself  lawful  was  such  as  if  he  had  been  so  minded  would  have 
enabled  him  to  be  guilty  of  treason.  It  seems,  however,  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government  that  the  conclusion  that  he  was  guilty  of  treason 
is  very  distinct  from  this  premise. 

In  your  note  it  seems  to  be  inferred  from  the  deposition  of  Noyes  that 
Mr.  Shaver  was  preparing  to  visit  some  part  of  tlie  Southern  States 
without  a  proper  pass  from  the  U.  S.  autliorities  and  without  the  con- 
sent of  those  authorities;  but  Her  Majesty's  Government  observe  that 
this  does  not  appear  from  the  parts  of  the  deposition  cited  m  the  note. 

The  other  deposition,  that  of  Albert  Davis,  is  in  the  opinion  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  open  to  tlie  gravest  suspicion.  They  remark  that 
he  himself  was  or  on  his  own  showing  i)rofessed  to  be  an  active  agent 
of  the  so-called  Confederates  and  that  the  language  which  he  puts  into 
Mr.  Shaver's  mouth  is  incredible  and  bears  upon  it  the  stamp  of  a  fab- 
rication to  suit  the  wishes  of  those  who  examined  him,  and  they  con- 
sider that  at  all  events  his  uncorroborated  evidence  is  not  to  be  relied  on. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  observe  further  that  ]\Ir.  Shaver  has  had 
no  opportunity  of  confronting  either  Noyes  or  Davis;  that  it  does  not 
appear  that  their  statements  constituted  the  original  ground  of  his 
arrest  and  that  full  copies  of  their  depositions  are  not  even  now  given. 

As  regards  the  trunks  apart  from  what  ]\lr.  Shaver  himself  says  as 
to  their  containing  railway  tickets  there  appears  to  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment to  be  no  evidence  whatever.  It  seems  indeed  that  from  the 
averment  that  the  trunks  were  heavy  wlien  going  South  and  light 
when  coming  Nortb  the  conclusion  is  dr:nvn  that  they  must  have  con- 
tained treasonable  correspondence,  but  Her  Majesty's  Government 
observe  that  the  affidavits  upon  which  this  statement  is  made  appear 
to  be  lost. 

It  is  in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  clear  that  no  con- 
viction could  have  been  obtained  in  any  court  of  justice  on  such  evideiice 
as  this,  and  it  is  in  their  opinion  equally  <',lear  that  it  was  altogether 
insufficient  to  justify  Mr.  Shaver's  arrest  and  imprisonment. 

On  the  whole,  therefore.  Her  Majesty's  Government  still  consider  that 
Mr.  Shaver  is  entitled  to  compensation  at  the  hands  of  the  Government 
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of  the  United  States  and  they  have  accordingly  directed  me  to  inform 
you  that  such  is  their  opinion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  27, 1863. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  23d  instant  in  which  a  representation  is  made  of  the  views  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  touching  the  case  of  Mr.  John  G.  Shaver 
and  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be  taken  into  consideration.* 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  HUNTER, 
Acting  Secretary. 


List  of  papers  sent  to  Judge  Hale  October  16,  1872.\ 

No.  1.  Letter  from  A.G.  Davis  to  William  H.  Barse  dated  Quebec, 
October  12.  Charges  Shaver  with  being  engaged  in  carrying  arms, 
&c.,  to  rebels  in  New  Orleans. 

No.  2.  Telegram  from  W.  H.  Barse  to  W.  H.  Seward  informing  him 
of  the  arrest  of  Shaver.  Says  he  found  sufficient  evidence  on  his  person 
to  sustain  the  charge. 

No.  3.  Letter  of  Superintendent  Kennedy  to  Mr.  Seward.  Mr.  K. 
thinks  Sharper  innocent  and  ought  to  be  released.  Incloses  a  letter 
found  on  Shaver  when  arrested. 

No.  4.  Letter  from  J.  W.  Howes  (vice-consul,  Toronto)  dated  October 
23,  1861,  to  W.  H.  Barse  informing  him  that  Shaver  had  said  that  he 
was  to  carry  parcels  South,  &c. 

No.  5.  Letter  from  Robert  Murray,  U.  S.  marshal,  to  Mr.  Seward, 
New  York,  October  25, 1861.  Suggests  that  Shaver  be  released  upon 
taking  an  oath  of  neutrality. 

No.  6.  J.  E.  Giddings,  U.  S.  consul-general,  Montreal,  November  2, 
1861,  to  Mr.  Seward.  States  that  Shaver  is  a  British  subject;  that 
Shaver  had  carried  arms  to  rebels  in  Mississippi. 

No.  7.  Telegram  from  Consul-General  Giddings  to  Mr.  Seward,  Mon- 
treal, November  12, 1861.  Says  that  Shaver  is  regarded  as  a  spy  and 
that  he  should  be  held  a  prisoner. 

No.  8.  Affidavit  of  Albert  Davis  (detective),  Washington,  November 
19,  1861.  Swears  as  to  conversations  with  Shaver  who  stated  that  he 
was  engaged  in  carrying  arms,  &c.,  to  rebels  South. 

No.  9.  Oath  of  neutrality  signed  at  Port  Warren,  Boston,  by  Shaver, 
dated  January  6, 1862. 

No.  10.  Detroit,  May  15,  1862.  Report  of  W.  H.  Barse  as  to  cause 
of  arrest  of  Shaver  and  transmits  numerous  papers  showing  guilt  of 
Shaver. 


*  No  further  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  in  this  case. 

tThis  memorandnm  on  the  files  in  the  State  Department  describes  many  docu- 
ments that  are  not  now  found  among  the  papers  relating  to  Shaver's  case,  and  it  is 
believed  they  were  never  returned  to  the  Department.— Compiler. 
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Case  of  Qwin,  Benham  and  Brent. 

William  M.  Gwin  sailed  from  San  Francisco  for  New  York  by  way  of 
Panama  on  the  lilst  of  October,  18G1,  on  the  steamer  Orizaba,  of  which 
the  Department  of  State  had  notice  by  the  Overland  Mail  with  the 
assurance  that  he  (Gwin)  was  a  rank  traitor  and  that  his  destination 
was  South.  On  the  same  steamer  was  General  Suimiorj  of  the  U.  S. 
Army,  with  a  small  detachment  of  troops ;  and  before  the  arrival  of  the 
ship  at  Panama  General  Sumner  placed  Gwin  under  arrest  but  subse- 
quently accepted  his  parole  to  remain  at  the  New  York  Hotel  after 
arrival  at  that  port  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

After  his  arrival  at  New  York  on  or  about  the  15th  of  November,  1861, 
he  was  arrested  by  the  superintendent  of  police  by  direction  of  the 
Department  of  State,  and  on  the  ]  8th  of  the  same  month  by  like  direc- 
tion he  was  placed  in  confinement  at  Fort  Lafayette.  Gwin  was  known 
to  be  a  sympathizer  with  the  rebels  and  was  believed  to  entertain  the 
purpose  of  joining  them  in  the  insurrectionary  States.  His  arrest  there- 
fore was  deemed  a  necessary  measure  of  precaution.  A  letter  written 
by  him  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Calhoun  Benham,  dated  February  8, 1861, 
was  found  in  possession  of  the  latter  containing  this  passage: 

The  cotton  States  are  out  forever.  The  border  States  ■will  follow ;  it  is  only  a 
qnestion  of  time.  If  no  collision  takes  place  reconstruction  is  barely  possible.  The 
chances  are  there  will  be  two  republics,  North  and  South,  with  amicable  relations. 
Time  will  probably  turn  it  into  three. 

On  the  2d  day  of  December,  1861,  Gwin  was  released  from  confine- 
ment on  his  parole  not  to  do  any  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Union. 

Calhoun  Benham  was  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  California  and  left  San  Francisco  on  the  21st  of  October,  1861,  for 
New  York  by  way  of  Panama,  of  which  the  Department  had  notice. 
Doctor  Gwin,  late  Senator  from  California,  and  Mr.  J.  L.  Brent  were  in 
company  with  Mr.  Benham,  and  all  of  theni  were  arrested  by  General 
Sumner  before  arriving  at  New  York.  On  arriving  at  New  York  these 
parties  were  allowed  their  freedom  in  the  city  by  General  Sumner  on 
giving  their  parole  not  to  leave  the  city.  On  or  about  the  15th  of 
November,  1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Benham  was  taken 
in  custody  by  the  superintendent  of  police  of  New  York  and  detained 
until  the  18th  of  said  month  when  by  the  further  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  he  was  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  there  placed  in  confine- 
ment. The  action  in  restraint  of  this  person's  liberty  was  taken  on 
information  that  he  was  disloyal  and  was  on  his  way  to  the  insurrec- 
tionary States  with  the  purpose  of  entering  into  their  service  or  other- 
wise rendering  them  aid  and  comfort.  There  is  evidence  by  the  affida- 
vits of  three  persons  that  on  the  4th  day  of  November  in  the  Bay  of 
Panama  on  board  the  steamer  Orizaba,  Benham  threw  overboard  a 
quantity  of  papers  and  some  books.  The  nature  or  contents  thereof  are 
not  known.  On  the  2d  day  of  December,  1861,  Benham  was  released 
from  confinement  (on  his  parole  with  satisfactory  stipulations  against 
further  misconduct)  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

J.  L.  Brent  sailed  from  San  Francisco  for  New  York  via  Panama 
October  21, 1861,  on  the  steamer  Orizaba,  of  which  the  Department  of 
State  had  notice  by  Overland  Mail,  with  the  assurance  that  he  was  a 
traitor  and  that  his  destination  was  South.  On  the  same  steamer  was 
General  Sumner,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  with  a  small  detachment  of  troops, 
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and  before  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  Panama  General  Sumner  planed 
Breut  under  iirrest,  but  subsequently  accepted  his  ])arole  to  remain  at 
the  New  York  Hotel  after  his  arrival  at  that  port  subject  to  the  orders 
of  the  Secretary  of  State.  After  his  arrival  at  New  York  and  on  or 
about  the  15th  of  November,  1861,  he  was  arrested  by  the  superintend- 
ent of  police  by  direction  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  ou  the  18th 
of  the  same  month  by  like  direction  he  was  placed  in  confinement  at 
Fort  Lafayette.  Brent  was  known  to  be  a  sympathizer  with  the  rebels 
and  was  believed  to  entertain  the  purpose  of  joining  them  in  the  insur- 
rectionary States.  His  arrest  was  deemed  a  necessary  measure  of  pre- 
caution. An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated 
November  30, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Burke  to  release  Brent  ou  his 
parole  not  to  do  any  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Union  nor  enter  nor 
correspond  with  persons  residing  in  any  of  the  insurrectionary  States 
and  to  report  himself  to  the  State  Department  in  Washington  for 
explanation  and  to  remain  thereafter  ou  parole  subject  to  the  decision 
of  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  was  accordingly  released  Decjember  2, 
1861,  and  this  parole  was  in  force  on  the  loth  of  February,  1861!,*  when 
he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  War  Department,  &c. — From 
Record  Book,  State  Department,  ^^ Arrests  for  Disloyalty.''^ 

New  York,  October  3, 1861. 
William  H.  Seward  : 

Would  it  be  desirable  to  hold  ex-Senator  Gwin  should  he  arrive  from 
California? 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 
Superintendent  of  Police. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  4, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 

Sir  :  Tour  telegram  relative  to  the  arrest  of  Senator  Gwin  has  been 
received.  In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  subject  has  not  yet 
been  decided  upon.  If  it  should  be  determined  to  make  the  arrest  you 
will  be  duly  apprised. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

TJ,  S.  Flag-ship  Lancaster, 
Bay  of  Panama,  October  5, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Sumner, 

Steamer  Orizaba,  Panama  Bay,  Kew  Granada. 

My  Dear  General:  I  am  happy  to  say  tliere  will  be  no  military 
opposition  offered  to  your  progress  across  the  Isthmus.  It  is  possible 
the  civil  authorities  may  make  a  demand  for  the  liberation  of  your  prison- 
ers with  a  view  to  affording  grounds  for  a  protest  to  our  Government, 
which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  duly  forwarded.  I  would  advise  you,  how- 
ever, to  be  upon  your  guard  against  any  attempt  to  rescue  your  prisoners 
by  the  black  population  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  depot.  I  regret 
that  the -lateness  of  the  hour  will  deprive  me  of  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  again  prior  to  your  early  departure  in  the  morning. 

Wishing  yon,  my  dear  sir,  a  safe  and  pleasant  passage  to  the  United 
States,  I  remain,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 
\ J.  B.  MONTGOMERY. 

*  Bnt  see  memorandum  of  Seward  of  December  10,  at  p.  1020. 
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Post- Office,  Scm  Francisco,  Gal.,  October  22, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  "William  M.  Gwin,  formerly 
F.  S.  Senator,  and  Calhoun  Benham,  formerly  U.  S.  district  attorney 
for  this  district,  both  rank  traitors,  left  this  city  for  New  York  by  way 
of  Panama  yesterday.  They  will  arrive  in  New  York  on  or  about  the 
10th  or  12th  of  November.  Their  destination  is  South. 
Yours, 

S.  H.  PARKER, 

Postmaster. 
Per  W.  H.  STEVENS, 

Assistant  Postmaster. 

At  Sea,  November  4, 1861. 
Messrs.  Gwin,  Benham  and  Brent,  all  leading,  active  and  influential 
men  of  the  party  in  rebellion  against  the  Government,  are  placed  in 
arrest,  and  they  will  be  taken  to  New  York  by  Colonel  Merchant  as 
prisoners  of  state  and  placed  on  Governor's  Island  to  await  the  orders 
of  the  Government. 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Army. 

I,  A.  C.  Hormenz,  head  steward  of  the  Pacific  Steamship  Company's 
steamer  Orizaba,  do  swear  that  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  November, 
1801,  between  11  a.  m.  and  12  m.,  I  saw  Calhoun  Benham  come  out  of 
his  own  state-room,  No.  20,  into  the  dining  saloon  with  a  roll  of  papers 
in  his  hands  having  the  appearance  of  being  maps,  plans  or  something 
of  that  character.  He  passed  along  the  saloon  to  state-room  No.  13 
occupied  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Stockwell  and  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Brent.  As  he  passed 
along  I  requested  George  Jansen,  one  of  the  stewards,  to  proceed 
immediately  on  deck  and  watch  if  they  were  thrown  overboard.  A  few 
minutes  afterward  he  came  down  and  told  me  that  the  roll  of  papers 
referred  to  above  together  with  the  package  and  some  books  were 
thrown  overboard  from  the  port  window  of  the  room  No.  13  occupied 
by  the  said  J.  S.  Stockwell  and  Joseph  L.  Brent. 

A.  C.  HORMENZ. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  November,  1861, 
there  being  no  civil  officer  present  competent  to  administer  oaths. 

CHAS.  S.  MERCHANT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Artillery, 

I,  Frederick  Seiden,  ship's  barber  of  the  steamer  Orizaba,  do  swear 
that  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  November,  1861,  somewhere  between 
the  hours  of  9  a.  m.  and  12  m.,  I  saw  several  articles  thrown  from  one 
of  the  after  ports  of  the  ship  on  the  port  side.  At  the  distance  I  was 
from  the  port  I  could  not  recognize  them  distinctly  but  they  appeared 
to  be  papers  of  some  kind.  The  only  article  I  recognized  distinctly 
was  a  large  book  with  a  black  cover.  I  could  not  see  the  port  from 
which  thev  were  thrown  as  the  quarter-boat  was  in  the  way. 

FRED.  SEIDEN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  November,  1861, 
there  being  no  civil  officer  present  competent  to  administer  oaths. 

CHAS.  S.  MERCHANT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Third  Artillery. 
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I,  George  Jan  sen,  one  of  the  steward's  men  of  steamer  Orizaba,  do 
swear  that  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  November,  1861,  somewhere 
between  the  hours  of  11  a.  m.  and  12  m.,  I  was  in  the  dining  saloon  and 
saw  Mr.  Calhoun  Benham  coming  out  of  his  state- room,  No.  20,  having  a 
roll  of  documents  or  papers  of  some  kind  in  his  hand  and  also  a  package. 
The  roll  of  paper  was  about  two  feet  long  and  between  two  and  three 
inches  in  diameter.  He  passed  along  the  saloon  to  state  room  No.  13, 
occupied  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Stockwell  and  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Brent.  The  head 
steward;  A.  0.  Hormenz,  told  me  to  go  on  deck  and  see  if  the  said  docu- 
ments were  thrown  overboard,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  the  port 
window  of  the  state-room  occupied  by  said  Benham  was  over  the  guard 
and  that  he  could  not  throw  them  overboard  from  it,  and  this  from  my 
own  observation  1  know  to  be  correct  as  I  afterward  examined  the 
port  window  of  said  state-room  and  found  it  to  be  over  the  guard  which 
was  several  feet  in  width.  I  then  went  on  deck  in  compliance  with  the 
steward's  instructions,  and  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  good  view  of 
the  port  of  state-room  No.  13  went  upon  that  part  of  the  deck  immedi- 
ately over  it,  leaned  over  the  railing  and  saw  immediately  afterward  the 
same  roll  that  1  had  seen  Mr.  Calhoun  Benham  enter  said  state-room 
with  thrown  overboard  from  the  said  port.  I  went  and  informed  Gen- 
eral Sumner  of  this  fact  and  then  went  immediately  back  to  my  former 
position  at  the  railing  and  saw  a  large  black  book  thrown  out  of  the 
said  port  by  Mr.  Joseph  Brent,  from  the  fact  of  his  putting  his  head  out 
of  the  window  and  looking  around  at  the  time  he  threw  the  book  over- 
board. A  few  minutes  after  I  saw  several  smaller  ones  thrown  out  from 
the  said  port.  At  a  short  interval  I  saw  a  package  thrown  out  and 
shortly  afterward  another  package  appearing  to  contain  small  books  or 
papers  and  tied  up  in  a  cloth  handkerchief,  and  in  a  few  minutes  after- 
ward saw  a  larger  package  appearing  to  contain  letters  or  papers  of 
some  kind  and  tied  up  in  a  towel.  Lieut.  J.  J.Upham  was  standing  at 
the  railing  at  the  time  this  last  package  was  thrown  overboard  and  I 
pointed  it  out  to  him. 

GEORGE  JANSEN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  day  of  November,  1861 
there  being  no  civil  of&cer  present  competent  to  administer  oaths. 

CHAS.  S.  MEECHANT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Artillery. 


Steamship  Orizaba, 
Bay  of  Panama,  November  3, 1861. 
Col.  Charles  Merchant, 

Commanding  Troops,  Steamship  Orizaba. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sumner 
communicated  by  you  to  me  1  proceeded  yesterday  with  the  junior 
officer  of  the  day,  Lieutenant  Dandy,  to  take  possession  of  the  papers 
of  Messrs.  Gwin,  Benham  and  Brent,  passengers  on  board  this  steamer. 
Upon  informing  these  gentlemen  of  my  object  they  each  in  turn  pro- 
tested against  it  and  demanded  my  authority  in  writing.  I  then  pre- 
sented the  following  order : 

Steamship  Okizaba,  November  4,  1861. 
The  officer  of  the  day,  Captain  Judd,  -will  immediately  seize  all  the  papers  belong- 
ing to  Messrs.  G-win,  Benham  and  Brent,  prisoners  of  statfi. 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
lirigadier-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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They  then  demamled  the  protection  of  the  cai)taia  of  the  ship,  which 
he  informed  them  of  his  inability  to  furnish.  No  further  obstacle  being 
placed  in  the  way  of  the  order  I  delivered  all  the  papers  into  your 
custody  as  commander  of  the  troops.  One  of  the  trunks,  belonging  I 
think  to  Mr.  Beuham,  had  been  checked  through  to  New  York  some 
hours  before  and  some  delay  was  occasioned  by  its  being  covered  up 
in  the  hold  by  a  mass  of  baggage.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  trunks 
and  valises,  numbering  six  in  all,  were  opened  or  any  papers  removed 
after  I  received  the  order.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  that  the 
examination  was  as  thorough  as  my  lack  of  experience  enabled  me  to 
make  it  and  that  it  was  conducted  with  the  courtesy  and  delicacy  due 
to  the  service  which  we  represent  and  to  the  presence  of  so  large  a 
number  of  respectable  citizens  and  ladies  who  are  our  fellow-passengers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  B.  JUDD, 

Captain,  Third  Artillery. 

Steamship  Champion,  At  Sea,  November  u,  1861. 
We  severally  give  our  word  of  honor  that  on  our  arrival  at  New 
York  we  will  establish  ourselves  at  the  New  York  Hotel  (Broadway), 
where  we  will  continue  to  reside  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  until  we  shall  have  received  notice  of  the  Government's  inten- 
tion in  regard  to  usj  during  which  time  we  will  make  no  effort  to  avoid 
our  arrest. 

WM.  M.  GWIN. 

CALHOUN  BENHAM. 

J.  L.  BKENT. 

NEVir  York,  November  14, 1861. 
W.  H.Seward: 

Mr.  Calhoun  Benham  and  Doctor  Gwin  are  expected  to  arrive  from 
California  to-night.    Have  you  any  order  to  give  me? 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

[Indorsement.] 

Detain  them  on  parole  till  General  Sumner  reports. 

F.  W.  S. 

New  York,  November  15, 1861. 
W.  H.  Seward  : 

Doctor  Gwin,  Mr.  Benham  and  J.  L.  Brent  arrived  this  morning. 
General  Sumner  arrested  them  on  the  passage  and  has  released  them 
on  parole  to  remain  in  New  York  subject  to  disposition  by  the  State 
Department.    General  Sumner  goes  on  to-night. 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 
Superintendent  of  Police. 

New  York,  November  16, 1861. 
W.  H.  Seward: 

Gwin,  Benham  and  Brent  are  now  in  custody.  Do  you  mean  they 
shall  be  released? 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 
Superintendent  of  Police. 
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War  Department,  November  16, 1861. 
Secretary  of  State: 

General  Sumner  arrested  Messrs.  Gwin,  Benham  and  Brent,  of  Cali- 
fornia, before  reaching  New  York.    He  allowed  them  the  freedom  of  the 
city  on  parole.    The  Secretary  of  War  requests  that  you  direct  their 
arrest  by  telegraph  and  send  them  to  Fort  "Warren. 
Verv  respectfully,  yours, 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  16, 1861. 
Egbert  Murray,  U.  S.  Marshal,  New  Torlc : 

You  will  arrest  William  M.  Gwin,  Calhoun  Benham  and  J.  L.  Brent, 
prisoners  on  parole,  from  California  now  in  New  York,  and  send  them  to 
Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  16. 1861. 
Egbert  Murray,  TJ.  S.  Marshal,  New  Torlc : 

If  the  order  in  regard  to  Messrs.  Gwin,  Benham  and  Brent  should 
not  have  been  executed  it  may  be  suspended. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Office  of  U.  S.  Coast  Survey, 

Washington,  November  16, 1861. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  presents  his  compliments  to  Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  desires  to  see  him  now  for  a  few  moments  before 
anything  further  is  done  in  the  cases  of  Messrs.  Gwin,  Benham  and 
Brent,  arrested  by  order  of  General  Sumner  and  now  on  parole  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  As  a  devoted  friend  (now  and  at  all  times)  of 
the  Union  and  of  the  war  now  waged  for  its  defense  by  the  Government 
he  declares  it  to  be  his  profound  conviction  on  the  fatsts  now  before 
him  that  serious  prejudice  to  this  great  cause  would  ensue  from  hasty 
action  in  the  premises.  If  Mr.  Seward  cannot  see  Mr.  Walker  this 
morning  will  he  be  pleased  to  name  a  time  when  Mr.  W.  can  confer 
with  him  on  this  subject? 

P.  S. — Mr.  W.  has  called  and  learned  for  the  first  time  the  very 
proper  rule  setting  apart  Saturday  for  foreign  ministers.  Mr,  W.  will 
await  Mr.  Seward's  earliest  convenience,  and  as  no  possible  injury  can 
accrue  from  permitting  the  parole  to  stand  for  the  present  Mr.  W.  hopes 
no  further  order  will  be  made  until  he  can  conter  with  Mr.  Seward. 


Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  November  17, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  afternoon  Marshal  Murray  called  on  me  and  showed 
me  the  dispatch  he  had  received  from  you  for  the  arrest  of  Messrs. 
Gwin,  Benham  and  Brent.    At  his  request  I  effected  the  arrest  of  the 
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three  persons  aud  placed  them  for  safe-keeping  in  the  upper  story  of 
one  of  my  station-houses,  not  only  apart  from  all  others  under  arrest 
but  in  a  place  unusual  and  where  meddling  friends  would  not  be  likely 
to  interfere  with  their  peaceable  possession.  After  receiving  the  men 
I  took  possession  of  their  baggage  but  found  nothing  that  would  impli- 
cate them  in  any  treasonable  transaction.  They,  however,  had  had 
abundant  opportunity  to  dispose  of  everything  that  could  involve  them 
as  well  while  on  board  ship  as  since  their  arrival  here.  At  least  two  of 
their  fellow-passengers  sympathized  with  them  and  were  disposed  to 
render  them  any  aid  they  might  require.  Had  the  order  for  the  taking 
of  Messrs.  Gwin  and  company  been  received  in  time  I  would  have 
detained  Captain  Healey  and  ex-Senator  Nesmith,  whose  names  were 
not  published  in  the  San  Francisco  list  of  passengers  on  the  Orizaba, 
but  they  left  the  city  early  yesterday  morning  for  Albany  and  the  north, 
which  1  suppose  means  Canada. 

The  only  paper  found  which  I  think  of  sufflcient  importance  to  send 
you  is  inclosed.  It  is  a  letter  from  Doctor  Gwin  to  C.  Benham  and 
expresses  the  feelings  he  entertained  in  February  last.  I  have  stopped 
writing  to  receive  your  two  dispatches  of  today,  and  have  to  say  I 
have  not  yet  received  the  reply  you  sent,  "Keep  them  in  custody,  &c." 
I  remained  in  my  office  until  after  12  o'clock  last  night  waiting  for  it. 
I  have  only  to  repeat  that  so  far  as  Benham  aud  Brent  are  concerned 
if  not  Doctor  Gwin  it  is  much  the  safest  to  keep  them  in  confinement 
until  their  cases  are  disposed  of 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 


[Inclosure.] 

Washington  City,  February  8, 1861. 
C.  Benham,  Esq. 

Friend  Benham  :  Tou  must  have  been  born  under  an  unlucky  star, 
for  just  when  1  for  the  first  time  have  no  influence  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment and  do  not  speak  to  the  head  of  War  Department  you  need  my 
utmost  influence,  which  would  be  given  so  freely  and  with  such  good 
will.  I  am  doing  my  best  through  Itinggold,  but  I  have  such  a  horror 
of  Holt  I  cannot  hope  for  his  doing  what  he  ought.  In  the  last  resort 
I  intended  to  appeal  to.Black  and  Horton  to  see  that  you  are  properly 
paid  for  your  services,  past  aud  prospective. 

The  cotton  States  are  out  forever.  The  border  States  will  follow; 
it  is  only  a  question  of  time.  If  no  collision  takes  place  reconstruction 
is  barely  possible.  The  chances  are  there  will  be  two  republics,  North 
and  South,  with  amicable  relations.  Time  will  probably  turn  it  into 
three. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  M.  GWIN. 

New  Toek,  November  17, 1861. 
W.  H.  Seward: 

I  still  retain  in  custody  the  three  men.  They  are  in  an  upper  room 
in  a  station-house,  comfortably  provided  for  but  excluded  from  com- 
munication with  their  friends.  They  are  willing  to  renew  their  parole, 
but  it  is  better  not  to  take  [itj.  Healey  and  Nesmith,  their  associates, 
have  disappeared  already. 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY. 
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Annapolis,  November  17,  1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy  : 

Deliver  the  three  prisoners,  Gwiu,  Benham  and  Brent,  to  commandant 
of  Fort  Lafayette  and  advise  me  at  Washington. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  Soveniber  22, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  I  will  thank  you  to  allow  the  Hon.  Kobert  J.  Walker  to 
visit  Mr.  William  M.  Gwin,  Calhoun  Benham  and  J.  L.  Brent,  from  Cali- 
fornia, recently  confined  in  Port  Lafayette. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  25,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  You  will  please  permit  George  D.  Prentice,  esq.,  to  visit  in 
presence  of  a  proper  officer  any  of  the  prisoners  confined  at  Fort  Lafay- 
ette. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


New  York,  November  26,  1861, 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  had  to-day  a  long  interview  with  my  brother-in- 
law,  Calhonu  Benham,  at  Port  Lafayette.  From  the  assurances  he  has 
given  me  and  from  the  knowledge  I  have  always  had  of  his  lofty  integ- 
rity and  chivalric  honor  I  can  say  that  there  is  not  the  taint  of  disloy- 
alty in  his  conduct  or  in  his  heart.  I  educated  him  and  have  known 
him  as  one  of  my  own  children  from  his  early  childhood.  Mr.  Benham 
states  to  me  that  he  has  never  in  act  or  word  or  thought  favored  the 
cause  of  disunion.  He  tells  me  that  he  has  at  all  times  viewed  the  idea 
of  either  annexing  his  State,  Caliloruia,  to  the  Southern  Confederacy 
or  making  it  an  inde])endent  government  as  utterly  absurd.  A  move- 
ment for  an  independent  government  was  at  one  time  made  in  a  public 
assemblage  and  he  himself  denounced  it  in  a  speech  and  crushed  it. 
He  was  district  attorney  of  California  till  last  spring,  and  he  was 
engaged  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  three  days  before  he  sailed 
from  Panama,  saving  to  our  Government  $2,000,000  or  $3,000,000.  He 
left  his  home  with  no  other  intention  than  to  attend  to  business  very 
important  to  himself  and  to  others,  and  of  considerable  importance  to 
me,  in  the  Supreme  Court  at  Washington,  and  to  visit  my  family. 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  anxious  I  am  that  Mr.  Benham  should  be  dis- 
charged. If  he  remain  where  he  is  the  inflammatory  rheumatism  to 
which  he  is  very  subject  will  kill  him,  and  the  heart  of  his  poor  sister, 
my  wife,  will  be  broken.  Even  if  he  were  to  survive  he  would  be  utterly 
ruined  in  fortune  for  the  crisis  of  his  fortune  is  at  hand.  All  this,  how- 
ever, would  not  make  me  ask  for  his  release  if  I  believed  him  guilty  of 
disloyalty,  but  I  know  that  he  is  not. 

But  on  what  condition  shall  he  be  set  free?  You  asked  me  to  make 
a  report  to  you  in  regard  to  him.    I  am  well  convinced  that  he  should 
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be  released  at  ouce  and  uiiconditioually  but  I  fear  that  you  will  not  agree 
with  me.  He  himself  regarding  his  arrest  as  a  great  wrong  would 
rather  die  than  take  an  oath  to  ]irocure  his  liberty.  He  thinks,  erro- 
neously in  my  view,  that  however  loyal  he  may  be  in  heart  and  intention 
the  taking  of  an  oath  under  such  circumstances  would  dishonor  and 
degrade  him,  and  he  is  as  resolute  a  man  as  I  ever  knew.  Wliether  he 
would  while  in  confinement  give  his  word  of  honor  as  to  his  future  con- 
duct as  a  condition  of  his  freedom  I  know  not.  He  would  certainly 
examine  minutely  every  word  of  any  promise  required.  Tlease  inform 
me  what  he  must  promise  if  anything.  Give  me  the  language — and 
here  let  me  make  one  suggestion.  Please  let  him  make  the  promise  if 
any  be  demanded  not  before  his  release  but  immediately  after  it.  If 
you  will  send  me  an  order  for  his  discharge  and  also  the  form  of  any 
necessary  promise  I  pledge  you  my  word  of  honor  that  the  order  shall 
not  be  used  unless  I  can  return  to  you  the  promise  signed  on  the  day  he 
leaves  prison. 

Mr.  Seward,  I  ask  as  a  personal  favor,  I  ask  in  consideration  of  all 
the  services  I  have  tried  to  render  to  our  country,  and  I  ask  in  the  name 
of  justice,  that  you  have  my  brother  restored  to  liberty.  I  should  fear 
no  difficulties  in  the  case  except  from  the  peculiarities  of  his  character, 
peculiarities  resulting  perhaps  from  too  great  sensitiveness  and  possibly 
false  notions  of  honor,  but  never  found  in  a  dishonorable  nature. 

Messrs.  Gwin  and  Brent  were  arrested  with  my  brother.  I  merely 
suggest  their  case  to  your  consideration.  Pray  let  me  hear  from  you 
without  delay,  for  my  immediate  return  to  Louisville  and  to  my  public 
post  is  important. 

Very  respectfully,  your  friend, 

GEO.  D.  PEBNTIGE. 

P.  S. — A  disease  of  the  hand  compels  me  to  use  a  pencil  in  writing. 

G.  D.  P. 


AsTOB  House,  Neio  Torlt,  November  26, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewart),  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sie  :  In  writing  to  you  this  afternoon  fresh  from  a  conversa- 
tion with  my  brother-in  law  perhaps  I  said  more  than  I  should  have 
said  in  regard  to  the  character  of  a  parole  to  be  given  by  him  if  any 
should  be  required.  Of  course  I  understand  that  if  a  parole  is  deemed 
necessary  it  must  be  a  full  promise  to  do  nothing  in  any  way  toward 
promoting  or  encouraging  opposition  to  the  Government. 

Doctor  Gwin  and  Mr.  Benliam  before  they  left  California,  hearing 
that  surmises  against  their  loyalty  had  been  expressed,  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Sumner  to  ask  whether  they  would  incur  any  danger  of  arrest  in 
embarking  on  the  steamer.  He  replied  directly  that  they  would  not 
and  surely  he  had  or  might  have  had  a  better  opportunity  of  inform- 
ing himself  there  as  to  their  loyalty  or  disloyalty  than  he  could  have 
in  the  voyage.  Deeply  and  even  painfully  anxious  as  I  am  for  the 
immediate  discharge  of  my  brotlier  I  do  not  expect  that  you  can  favor 
him  above  the  two  gentlemen  arrested  with  him.  If  the  circumstances 
in  regard  to  the  three  are  the  same  I  recognize  the  propriety  of  your 
treating  them  all  alike.  I  believe  that  they  all  would  make  a  proper 
promise  to  do  nothing  against  our  Government  and  that  they  would 
keep  the  promise  when  made. 

Earnestly  thanking  you  for  several  kindnesses  and  hoping  to  thank 
you  for  another,  I  remain,  very  truly,  your  friend, 
■^  GEO.  D.  PEENTIGE. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  30,  1861. 
George  D.  Prentice,  Astor  Home,  New  York. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  duly  received  your  letters  of  the  26th  instant.  Before 
making  up  my  nxind  in  regard  to  the  subject  to  which  they  relate  I 
must  have  an  interview  with  General  Sumner  which  has  been  requested 
but  not  yet  obtained. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAEl). 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  November  30, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  The  Hon.  William  M.  Gwin,  Calhoun  Benham  and  J.  L. 
Brent,  esqs.,  of  California,  were  arrested  on  board  the  mail  steamer 
coming  from  San  Francisco  to  Panama  by  Brigadier-General  Sumner 
and  on  arriving  at  New  York  were  permitted  by  him  to  go  at  large 
within  the  city  on  parole  until  the  pleasure  of  the  President  should  be 
known.  On  the  report  of  General  Sumner  to  the  War  Department  it 
was  thought  prudent  that  the  prisoners  should  be  committed  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  They  are  now  understood  to  claim  that  before  embarking 
they  had  assurances  by  Federal  authority  that  they  need  not  apprehend 
an  arrest.  Under  these  circumstances  the  prisoners  may  be  released 
on  their  parole  not  to  do  any  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Union,  and 
not  to  enter  into  or  hold  any  correspondence  with  persons  residing  in 
any  of  the  insurrectionary  States  and  to  report  themselves  to  the 
State  Department  in  Washington  for  explanations  and  remain  there- 
after on  parole  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  I 
transmit  this  order  to  Eobert  Murray,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  who  has 
been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  examination  to  be 
made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prisoners  discharged 
from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other  improper 
papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  fort. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  30, 1861. 
Col.  George  D.  Prentice,  tIs^o*-  House,  New  York: 

An  order  goes  to  Colonel  Burke  to-day  for  release  of  Gwin,  Benham 
and  Brent  on  parole  to  come  to  Washington  for  explanations. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  December  2,  1861. 
I  hereby  give  my  parole  of  honor  not  to  do  any  act  hostile  or  inju- 
rious to  the  Union  and  not  to  enter  into  or  hold  any  correspondence 
with  persons  residing  in  any  of  the  insurrectionary  States  and  to 
report  myself  to  the  State  Department  in  Washington  for  explanation, 
and  to  remain  thereafter  on  parole  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

WM.  M,  GWIN. 
Witness : 

CHAELES  W,  CHUECH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

(Note. — Calhoun  Benham  and  J.  L.  Brent  signed  a  parole  identically 
the  same  as  the  foregoing.) 
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Washington  City,  December  5, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  urgency  of  the  parole  given  by  us  on 
the  2d  instant  to  Col.  Martin  Burke  at  Fort  Hamilton  we  have  come  to 
tills  city.  We  are  at  Wormley's,  I  street,  between  Sixteenth  and  Sev- 
enteenth streets,  where  we  will  remain  until  you  take  further  action  in 
regard  to  us,  abstaining  on  our  honor  of  course  from  any  act  hostile  or 
injurious  to  the  Union  and  from  entering  into  or  holding  any  corre- 
spondence with  persons  residing  in  any  of  the  insurrectionary  States, 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

WM.  M.  GWIN, 
CALHOUN  BENHAM. 
J.  L.  BKENT, 

[Indorseinent.] 

A  true  copy  of  the  paper  delivered  by  me  to  Mr.  Seward. 

GEO.  D.  PEBNTICE. 


Department  of  State,  December  5, 1861. 
The  Secretary  of  State  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of 
Messrs.  Gwin,  Brent  and  Benham  of  this  date  and  has  to  inform  them 
that  due  notice  will  be  given  to  them  in  regard  to  an  interview  with  the 
Secretary.  Meanwhile  they  may  have  the  full  liberty  of  this  city  sub- 
ject to  the  conditions  of  their  parole. 


WiLLAED's,  Friday  Morning,  December  6, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  shall  call  to  see  you  a  few  moments  and  I  may  shorten 
the  interview  by  writing  what  it  would  otherwise  be  my  wish  to  speak. 
I  desire  to  trouble  you  as  little  as  possible.  I  hope  you  read  the  letter  I 
sent  to  your  house  last  night.  Doctor  Gwin  saw  you  at  the  appointed 
hour  and  was  gratified  with  the  interview.  I  trust  all  will  be  right  and 
pleasant.  I  am  telegraphed  to  hasten  to  Louisville.  It  is  important 
to  me  and  I  think  it  highly  important  to  the  Government  that  I  should 
be  there.  I  wish  that  I  could  go  at  once  but  as  I  told  you  in  my  letter 
last  night  I  must  not  go  whilst  my  brother  is  a  prisoner.  He  and  his 
two  companions  have  no  desire  whatever  to  hasten  a  decision  in  their 
case,  but  I  do  wish  that  the  matter  may  be  decided  soon  on  my  account. 
I  am  sure  that  the  three  prisoners  were  arrested  without  just  cause. 
They  went  on  board  the  steamer  at  San  Francisco  under  what  they  at 
least  understood  to  be  a  distinct  declaration  on  the  part  of  General 
Sumner  that  they  should  not  be  molested.  My  brother  having  served 
tlie  United  States  Government  faithfully  and  successfully  started  for 
AX'asliington  with  claims  to  a  considerable  amount  upon  the  Treasury 
and  it  is  simply  absurd  under  the  circumstances  to  suppose  that  an 
arrest  on  the  Pacific  was  necessary  to  bring  him  where  our  laws  could 
reach  him.  Doctor  Gwin  could  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  without 
sacrificing  a  fortune,  and  my  brother  could  not  take  it  without  sacri- 
ficing what  he  regards  as  more  tban  a  hundred  fortunes — his  own 
convictions  of  honor  and  self-respect— not  from  the  slightest  feeling  of 
disloyalty  but  from  an  abhorrence  of  what  he  conscientiously  believes 
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wotdd  be  a  stigma.  He  is  amid  all  his  trials  and  sorrows  firm  in  tlie 
conviction  that  it  is  his  duty  to  ask  his  full  rights  and  if  he  fail  to  attain 
them  to  return  to  close  conlinement. 

I  will  when  I  call  upon  you  ask  but  a  moment  of  your  time.     Why 
can  you  not  let  me  go  home  to-morrow  or  to-night?    I  feel  that  I  am  at 
one  i)ost  of  duty  but  I  would  fain  be  at  another. 
Ever  your  friend, 

GEO.  D.  PEENTIGE. 


Memorandum  .* 

December  7,  1861. 
In  an  interview  between  President  Lincolu  and  Mr.  Calhoun  Beuham 
at  the  White  House  on  the  night  of  the  7th  of  December,  1861,  at  which 
I  assisted,  Mr.  Lincoln  stated  to  Mr.  Benham  that  he  (Mr.  Benham), 
Doctor  Gwin  and  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Brent  might  go  their  several  ways, 
they  to  ask  no  questions  nor  any  questions  to  be  asked  of  them,  and  the 
pending  affair  between  them  and  the  Government  growing  out  of  their 
arrest  and  parole  to  be  thus  entirely  disposed  of  and  ended. 

GEO.  D.  PliENTICE. 
The  above  statement  is  correct. 

CALHOUN  BENHAM. 


Memorandum. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  December  10, 1861. 
The  Hon.  William  M.  Gwin  and  Calhoun  Benham  aud  J.  L.  Brent 
have  arrived  at  Washington.  Explanations  from  them  have  been 
received.  It  is  found  that  they  took  passage  on  board  the  steamer  at 
San  Francisco  with  what  they  regarded  as  assurances  from  the  U.  S. 
military  authorities  that  their  respective  voyages  would  not  be  objected 
to.  Although  General  Sumner  did  not  understand  the  general  terms 
he  used  on  that  occasion  as  implying  auy  such  opinion  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  been  fully  satisfied  that  no  one  of  the  parties  had  auy  disloyal 
purpose  in  his  journey,  and  that  the  complaint  that  they  bore  treason- 
able dispatches  or  correspondence  and  destroyed  the  same  on  their  way 
to  Panama  is  unfounded.  The  President  therefore  has  directed  that 
they  be  released  from  duress  so  that  tliey  will  stand  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  all  other  citizens  whose  loyalty  is  unquestioned. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

WASHiNaTON,  Decemher  10,  1861. 
Understanding  that  it  has  been  charged  that  after  our  arrest  in  the 
Bay  of  Panama  on  tlie  4th  of  November  last  we  or  some  one  of  us  threw 
overboard!  from  the  steamer  treasonable  dispatches  or  documents,  eacli 
one  of  the  undersigned  for  himself  declares  that  such  is  uot  the  fact; 
that  he  never  threw  overboard  or  ever  at  any  time  had  in  his  posses- 
sion any  dispatch  or  document  of  auy  kind  whatsoever  in  auy  degree 
treasonable  or  in  anywise  relating  to  the  present  troubles. 

CALHOUN  BENHAM. 

WM.  M.  GWIN. 

J.  L.  BRENT. 


*  From  a  copy  in  possession  of  General  Josepli  Iv.  Brent,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 
t  See  p.  1011  et  seq.  for  affidavits  of  Messrs.  Hormenz,  Seiden  and  Jansen,  of  the 
steamship  Orizaba. 
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Military  Surveillance  of  Judge  William  M.  Herrick. 

Judge  Merrick,  assistant  judge  of  the  U.  S.  court  iu  tlie  District  of 
Columbia,  was  placed  under  uiilitary  surveUlauce  by  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  October  21,  18G1,  having  a  guard  placed  about  his 
residence.  lie  was  charged  with  interfering  with  the  officers  of  the 
U.  S.  Army  wliile  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  in  enforcing  the  rules 
and  regulations  established  in  Washington  for  the  preservation  of  the 
(.Government.  The  surveillance  was  removed  a  few  days  after  it  had 
been  established. — From  Record  Boole,  State  Department ,  '^'^  Arrests  for 
Disloyalty.^ 

CONPIDENTIAX,.]  CoOK  OoxJWTY,  Iix.,  January  21, 1861. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Soott,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir  :  A  letter  has  been  received  in  Chicago  within  a  day  or 
two  where  I  do  business  (living  only  six  miles  from  the  court-house, 
south)  from  Judge  Merrick,  of  your  city,  stating  in  effect  that  Wash- 
ington would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  secessionists  by  the  4th  of  March 
and  that  thousands  of  theMarylanders  that  you  are  arming  have  a  plot 
to  desert  all  at  once  and  fight  on  the  other  side  and  that  this  is  unknown 
to  you.    This  was  told  in  confidence  to  me. 

The  fact  is,  general,  that  messengers  and  letters  are  continually 
arriving  here  from  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missouri,  Virginia,  Maryland, 
Washington,  &c.,  which  establish  the  fact  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt 
that  a  conspiracy  does  actually  exist  which  has  for  its  object  the  sack- 
ing or  taking  of  our  national  capital.  God  forbid  that  such  a  thing 
should  happen  while  such  experienced  veterans  as  yourself  and  others 
are  at  the  helm.  Do  not  heed  this  information  too  lightly  or  your  life  and 
that  of  other  valuable  citizens  who  love  their  country  will  pay  the  for- 
feit, for  they  will  destroy  all  that  oppose  them  if  they  can.  Their  secret 
force  now  sworn  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  is  said  to  be  over 
50,000  and  scattered  over  the  States  I  have  named.  There  is  one  com- 
pany in  the  city  of  Saint  Louis  of  300  who  say  they  stand  ready  to  go 
to  South  Carolina  at  a  moment's  notice  if  she  is  coerced ;  but  it  is  pretty 
well  ascertained  that  Washington  is  their  destination  if  an  opportunily 
is  offered. 

Why,  sir,  you  can  have  1,000  or  5,000  men  from  Chicago  by  only  ask- 
ing for  them.  I  imidore  you  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst  as  the  best 
will  take  care  of  itself.  I  am  ready  to  die  if  need  be  in  defending  the 
national  flag.  It  is  thought  by  our  people  generally  that  the  defense 
of  the  capital  ought  not  to  be  intrusted  too  much  to  citizens  of  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  or  even  of  the  District. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  21, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General  :  You  are  directed  to  establish  a  strict  military  guard  over 
the  residence  of  William  M.  Merrick,  assistant  judge  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  TJnited  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
I  am,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
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Hdqrs.  City  Guakd,  Peovost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  G.,  October  21, 1861. 

Hon.  "William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  In  the  order  requiring  a  military  guard  to  be  placed  over  the 
residence  of  Judge  Merrick  is  it  desired  by  the  honorable  Secretary 
that  the  judge  should  be  confined  to  his  house? 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  A.  PORTER, 

Brigadier-General  and  Provost-MarsTial. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  21, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General  :  In  answer  to  your  note  of  this  date  I  have  to  say  that  it  is 
not  expected  that  Judge  Merrick  will  be  confined  to  his  house.  Indeed 
it  may  be  sufficient  to  make  him  understand  that  at  a  juncture  like  this 
when  the  public  enemy  is  as  it  were  at  the  gates  of  the  capital  the 
public  safety  is  deemed  to  require  that  his  correspondence  and  proceed- 
ings should  be  observed. 

I  am,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  21, 1861. 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Esq.,  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  direct  that  until  farther 
orders  no  more  moneys  be  paid  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
on  account  of  the  salary  of  William  M.  Merrick,  assistant  judge  of  the 
circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLA.M  H.  SEWARD. 


South  Amherst,  Mass.,  October  30, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  The  day  after  the  announcement  in  The  New  York  World  that 
Judge  Merrick,  of  the  U.  S.  circuit  court,  was  placed  under  arrest  I 
wrote  to  bim  conjuring  him  to  disprove  all  suspicions  of  rebel  sympa- 
thies and  to  stand  firm  in  the  front  rank  of  the  nation.  Last  night  I 
received  his  reply  thanking  me  for  my  interest  in  his  welfare  and  declar- 
ing that  he  had  conscientiously  discharged  with  fidelity  his  private 
duties  and  public  trust  and  quoting  for  his  comfort  the  sentiment  of  the 
pious  Psalmist  who  said  (37 : 6) : 

And  He  shall  bring  forth  thy  righteonsness  as  the  light,  and  thy  Judgment  as  the 
noonday. 

Judge  Merrick  imputes  his  arrest  to  false  information  without  any 
aecusation  being  communicated  to  him  that  he  may  meet  and  repel  as 
it  deserves.  No  one  in  this  vicinity  will  accuse  me  of  rebel  sympathies 
or  of  lack  of  patriotism  at  this  time  when  the  nation  calls  all  faithful 
sons  to  rally  bravely  for  the  welfare  of  the  country  and  posterity.  I 
trust  Judge  Merrick  is  true  to  the  nation  and  Government,  and  as  a 
friend  both  to  the  Administration  and  to  him  I  very  respectfully  and 
earnestly  ask  that  he  may  be  released  from  arrest  or  at  least  and  with 
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out  delay  have  the  Eoman  privilege  of  meeting  his  accusers  face  to  face 
with  full  opportunity  to  disprove  false  charges.  The  nation  needs  all 
its  friends  and  none  should  be  alienated  who  are  willing  and  desirous 
to  serve  the  country's  cause. 

Believe  me  to  be,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JAMBS  L.  MBREICK. 


Case  of  John  F.  Parr. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1861,  A.  G.  Stevens,  deputy  U,  S.  marshal 
at  Buffalo,  N.  T.,  wrote  to  the  State  Department  charging  that  this 
person  (John  F.  Parr],  a  resident  of  IJTashville,  Tenn.,  was  in  Buffalo, 
having  made  now  a  second  visit  to  that  city  and  to  New  York  to  buy 
goods  to  take  to  Tennessee  and  to  induce  his  brothers  to  serve  in  the 
rebel  army  and  to  act  as  a  spy.  His  first  visit  had  been  four  or  five 
weeks  earlier  and  he  had  then  taken  one  or  more  brothers  with  him  to 
Tennessee  who  he  said  entered  the  rebel  army  on  arriving  there.  The 
deputy  marshal  aforesaid  was  immediately  directed  to  arrest  the  said 
Parr  and  convey  him  to  Fort  Lafayette,  which  was  done.  The  arrest 
was  made  October  30, 1861.  Parr  after  his  arrest  acknowledged  that 
he  had  purchased  property  in  New  York  to  take  to  Nashville,  saying 
he  intended  to  wait,  holding  it  in  readiness  to  go  when  communications 
should  be  allowed.  He  refused  to  state  what  the  property  was  or 
where  it  was.  Afterward  the  Department  was  informed  that  a  trunk 
was  seized  in  Buffalo  supposed  to  belong  to  Parr  containing  a  consid- 
erable quantity  of  quinine  marked  "William  Leonard"  and  forwarded 
from  New  York  by  the  American  Express  Company,  arriving  at  Buffalo 
October  31,  1861.  Also  that  proceedings  were  instituted  by  the  U.  S. 
district  attorney  for  the  northern  district  of  New  York  for  the  confis- 
cation of  said  trunk  and  contents,  but  no  result  of  such  proceedings 
has  been  learned.  At  one  time  after  his  arrest  Parr  informed  the 
Department  that  he  had  appealed  to  the  British  minister  for  protection 
as  a  British  subject,  but  in  all  his  correspondence  transmitted  to  the 
Department  by  his  brother  to  show  his  loyalty  he  speaks  of  his  opinion 
and  his  position  in  regard  to  public  questions  as  if  he  was  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  declaring  what  vote  he  meant  to  give  on  the  ques- 
tion of  convention  or  no  convention  in  Tennessee  and  what  delegate  he 
intended  to  vote  for.  It  also  appears  that  he  has  resided  in  Nashville 
for  some  fifteen  years.  On  the  13th  of  February,  1862,  Parr  was 
ordered  to  be  released  on  his  parole  neither  to  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State  nor  to  do  any- 
thing hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insurrection.  He 
was  therefore  released  on  the  IGth  day  of  February,  1862. — From  Record 
Boole,  State  Department,  '■'■Arrests  for  Disloyalty. ^^ 


Fort  Lafayette, 
New  Yorh  Harbor,  [Novemher  23  or  24,  1861]. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  this  appeal  to  you.  Hoping 
you  will  show  that  forbearance  that  is  due  me  under  the  circumstances 
1  demand  your  attention.    I  am  not  positive  of  the  charges  against  me. 
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From  the  best  I  could  learn  there  were  two.  One  was  I  aided  my 
brothers  to  join  the  Southern  army.  That  is  false.  I  have  only  one 
brother  in  the  South.  He  has  been  theie  seven  years  and  he  is  under 
age  and  going  to  school.  I  offered  to  bring  him  home,  but  he  refused 
as  he  could  stay  without  being  interfered  with  by  the  army. 

The  other  [charge  |  is  I  was  buying  goods  to  take  South.  Well,  sir, 
I  admit  I  bought  some  things,  but  1  had  not  removed  them  out  of  the 
State  and,  sir,  I  pledge  my  word  it  was  not  my  intention  to  violate 
the  laws  of  the  land.  The  things  I  had  use  for  I  could  buy  them  in 
the  South,  but  I  could  get  them  cheaper  here  although  that  was  not 
my  business  here.  It  was  a  family  matter.  1  am  no  secessionist  and 
never  took  sides  or  derived  any  benefit  from  it.  It  has  been  a  great 
damage  to  me.  If  it  is  necessary  I  will  prove  it  to  you  aTid  can  satisfy 
you  I  have  worked  for  the  Union  and,  sir,  if  my  proclivities  were  any 
other  way  I  would  never  come  North.  I  came  to  bring  a  brother  home. 
That  I  have  done.  I  kept  my  own  affairs  and  business  to  myself.  That 
made  over-offlcious  ones  think  because  I  did  not  talk  and  tell  a  great 
deal  that  I  was  secesh  all  over;  but,  sir,  I  think  there  is  a  mistake  made 
in  me.  My  all  is  in  the  South.  It  was  my  duty  to  be  careful.  If  I 
am  not  for  the  Union  there  is  no  Union  men  in  the  South.  I  am  an 
Englishman  by  birth;  so  was  my  father.  Neither  of  us  were  ever 
naturalized. 

I  wish  you  to  take  my  case  into  consideration,  and  you  will  oblige, 
yours, 

J.  F.  PARK. 


Departmeis't  of  State,  Washington,  November  26, 1861. 
Seth  C.  Hawley,  Neiv  Yorlc. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  inclose  the  papers  on  file  in  this  Department  in  the 
case  of  John  F.  Parr.  Will  you  please  examine  them,  taking  such  other 
evidence  as  may  be  found  and  return  these  inclosures  to  me  with  your 
report  thereon  ? 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary, 


New  York,  December  18,  1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  On  examining  the  papers  sent  from  your  Department  in  the 
case  of  John  F.  Parr  and  the  testimony  received  from  Bufialo  I  have 
found  that  when  the  ofiBcers  arrested  him  they  had  no  grounds  to  stand 
upon  beyond  the  fact  that  his  home  was  in  Tennessee.  After  he  was 
arrested  and  on  the  way  to  Fort  Lafayette  he  admitted  that  he  had 
then  recently  purchased  goods  in  New  York  and  refused  to  say  what 
they  were  or  where  they  were.  This  exhibited  a  guilty  knowledge. 
He  is  a  good-natured  man,  of  infirm  purpose.  In  my  interview  with  him 
he  informed  me  that  his  purchase  was  quinine  and  that  he  shipped  it 
to  Buffalo.  I  have  put  our  detectives  on  the  track  and  shall  probably 
find  it.  I  think  it  will  turn  out  that  he  shipped  it  to  an  assumed  name 
or  the  name  of  a  third  party,  which  will  give  a  bad  aspect  to  his  case. 
I  write  you  this  to  explain  the  delay  and  to  prevent  any  possible  dis- 
charge of  the  prisoner  until  his  case  can  be  more  completely  worked  up. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 
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New  York,  February  2, 1862. 
P.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  The  case  of  John  F.  Parr,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette  (arrested 
at  Buffalo),  should  I  tbiuk  bo  disposed  of.  When  arrested  there  seemed 
to  be  no  sufftcient  grounds  for  holding  him.  The  correspondence  found 
OH  him  or  furnished  by  his  brother,  who  is  a  respectable  Union  man 
residing  at  Buffalo,  shows  on  the  contrary  that  though  residing  in 
Tennessee  he  was  a  Union  man  until  he  came  North.  Why  the  officers 
picked  him  [up]  it  is  difficult  to  imagine.  After  he  was  arrested  it 
transpired  (oy  his  own  statement)  that  he  had  purchased  goods  in 
New  York,  he  claiming  that  he  bought  them  on  speculation  to  ship 
South  when  he  could  legally  do  so.  I  set  on  foot  inquiries  to  find  out 
what  and  where  the  goods  were  and  satisfied  myself  that  the  purchase 
was  quinine  and  was  sent  in  a  trunk  by  express  to  Buffalo.  I  asked 
you  to  order  the  trunk  sent  to  me  so  that  1  might  take  measures  to 
identify  the  trunk  and  Parr  as  purchaser.  The  trunk  was  sent  to  New 
York  by  express  to  be  delivered  to  me,  but  was  not  delivered.  By  this 
time  the  officers  in  Buffalo  got  tidings  of  the  matter  and  interfered  and 
got  the  trunk  ordered  back  to  Buffalo  by  the  express  officers  and  it 
was  sent  back  without  my  knowing  it  had  been  liere.  A  letter  from 
the  district  attorney  of  the  northern  district  of  New  York  shows  me 
that  proceedings  are  to  be  taken  or  have  been  to  condemn  the  property 
as  contraband.  The  cupidity  of  the  officers  has  made  them  vigilant 
now  that  compensation  is  possible.  I  think  the  property  cannot  be 
condemned  even  if  it  can  be  identified;  but  if  it  is  that  would  I  think 
be  punishment  enough  when  added  to  the  confinement  in  Lafayette 
which  Mr.  Parr  has  suffered. 

The  same  testimony  which  states  that  Mr.  Parr  bought  the  quinine 
states  also  that  he  intended  to  take  it  South  only  when  he  could  legally 
do  so,  i.  e.,  after  the  Confederate  forces  should  be  driven  from  Nash- 
ville. That  result  he  expected  to  occur  before  this  date.  It  would  be 
harsh  to  condemn  him  on  that  part  which  indicated  guilt  and  reject 
that  part  which  if  true  established  his  innocence.  Especially  would 
this  be  harsh  when  the  penalty  is  to  be  indefinite  confinement. 

As  in  these  proceedings  the  public  safety  and  not  the  punishment  of 
the  prisoner  is  the  end  to  be  subserved  I  have  no  hesitation  in  recom- 
mending that  John  F.  Parr  be  dismissed  on  the  usual  terms,  as  I  feel 
confident  that  he  will  not  meddle  with  public  affairs.  It  may  perhaps 
be  well  to  take  his  parole  to  reside  in  Buffalo  and  not  to  visit  Tennessee 
until  the  Federal  authority  shall  be  established  in  that  State.  I  here- 
with return  the  papers  forwarded  me  with  others  procured  since. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  .5,  1862. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  Let  John  F.  Parr,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
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States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  also  that 
he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
insurrection. 

I  am,  &c., 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary, 


FoET  Hamilton,  2^ew  York  Harbor,  February  8, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  received  last  evening  I  have  ten- 
dered »  *  *  the  oath  and  stipulations  to  John  F.  Parr.  [He] 
declined  to  accept  the  offer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel.,  Commanding. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  13, 1862. 

Lieut.  Ool.  Martin  Burke, 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor. 
Sir:  Let  John  F.  Parr,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  be 
released  upon  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  also  that 
he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
insurrection. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Fort  Hamilton,  2^ew  York  Harbor,  February  16, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  the  stipulations  signed  by  John  F.  Parr,  a 
prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  who  has  been  discharged  this  morning  in 
obedience  to  your  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclognre.] 

I,  John  P.  Parr,  do  stipulate  that  I  will  neither  enter  any  of  the 
States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in 
those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also 
that  I  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the 
present  insurrection. 

JOHN  F.  PAEE. 
Witness  present: 

HAEEY  0.  EGBEET, 
First  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Infantry. 
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Case  of  Messrs.  Posey  and  Linton. 

Bicliard  B.  Posey,  of  Charles  County,  Md.,  was  arrested  by  order  of 
General  Hooker  and  committed  to  the  Thirteenth  Street  Prison  October 
27, 1861.  He  was  charged  with  having  been  in  communication  with 
the  rebels.  Lights  supposed  to  be  signals  were  seen  at  the  windows  of 
his  house,  which  was  on  the  river  opposite  Evansport  where  the  rebels 
had  a  strong  battery.  A  report  of  the  investigation  of  this  case  was 
made  by  Lieut.  Col.  George  D.  Wells,  commanding  First  Eegiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  at  Camp  Hooker,  October  30,  1861,  con- 
taining among  other  things  the  following  statements: 

Tom,  a  colored  servant  of  Mr.  Posey,  aged  about  twenty,  stated  that  Massa  Dick 
(Mr.  Posey)  used  to  hoist  flags  during  the  day  down  on  the  bank  of  the  river ;  that 
about  two  months  previous  to  this  statement  he  sent  a  barrel  of  crushed  sugar  over 
the  river.  Alonzo,  one  of  Mr.  Posey's  servants,  stated  that  Mr.  Posey  with  himself 
and  others  went  over  the  river  after  shad  barrels ;  that  Mr.  Posey  saw  a  steamer  and 
told  him  to  row  fast;  that  they  got  over  to  the  lower  side  of  the  wharf;  that  after 
they  got  over  the  steamer  came  over ;  that  they  drew  their  boat  up  into  a  little  inlet 
when  Mr,  Posey  went  up  to  the  head  boss  of  some  soldiers  that  were  there  and  got 
them  to  come  down  and  hide  in  a  little  clump  of  pines  that  were  there  so  as  to  firo 
at  the  steamer's  men  if  they  should  come  there ;  that  he  told  the  soldiers  to  go 
down  easy  and  hide  themselves  and  if  the  steamer's  men  got  near  enough  to  iire 
upon  them ;  that  there  were  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  of  the  soldiers ;  that  this 
was  about  the  last  of  shad  time  (middle  of  May). 

He  was  discharged  by  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Marcy  November 
12, 1861. 

Philip  H.  Linton  was  arrested  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  1861,  by 
order  of  General  McClellan  on  a  charge  of  having  been  in  communica- 
tion with  the  rebels  and  was  committed  to  the  Thirteenth  Street  Prison, 
but  was  afterward  removed  to  the  Old  Capitol.  Linton  was  a  resident 
of  Washington  in  April,  1861,  and  retired  with  his  wife  and  sister  to  the 
residence  of  a  relative,  Richard  B.  Posey,  in  Charles  County,  Md.,  where 
they  remained  up  to  about  the  time  of  his  arrest.  Some  intercourse  was 
known  to  have  taken  place  between  the  family  of  Posey  and  the  family 
of  Evans  in  Virginia,  and  the  Poseys,  including  Linton,  were  accused 
of  communicating  with  the  rebels  by  signals  day  and  night,  conveying 
letters  to  and  from  Virginia  and  doing  other  unlawful  acts.  An  investi- 
gation was  had  by  order  of  General  Hooker,  when  it  was  shown  that 
lights  were  seen  in  the  southwest  room  of  Posey's  house,  which  were 
thought  to  be  signals  to  the  rebels,  and  this  room  was  "occupied  by 
Linton.  A  report  of  the  investigation  was  made  by  Lieut.  Col.  George 
D.  Wells,  commanding  First  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  at 
Gamp  Hooker,  October  30,  1861,  containing  among  other  things  the 
following  statements.*  *  *  •  A  large  number  of  his  friends  certified 
strongly  to  the  loyalty  of  Linton.  On  the  13th  day  of  January,  1862, 
Linton  was  ordered  to  be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  States  stipulating  not  to  enter  any  insurrectionary  State 
nor  correspond  with  persons  therein  nor  do  any  act  hostile  or  injurious 
to  the  United  States  and  giving  an  approved  bond  in  the  sum  of  $1,000 
to  observe  the  conditions  of  such  stipulation. — From  Record  Boole,  State 
Department,  '■'^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty. ^^ 

*  Omitted  here.     See  report  of  E.  .T.  Allen,  December  17,  p.  1028. 
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Department  op  State,  Washington,  November  21, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Pokter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General  :  Inquiries  have  been  made  at  this  Department  concerning 
Philip  Linton,  a  prisoner  in  your  custody  in  this  city.  You  will  have 
the  kindness  to  report  to  me  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can  the  proofs 
in  his  case. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Hdqrs.  City  Guard,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  17,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

Dear  Sir:  In  the  case  of  Philip  H.  Linton,  a  state  prisoner  con- 
fined in  the  Old  Capitol  Building,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 
Said  Philip  H.  Linton  was  arrested  on  the  6th  of  November  last  by 
order  of  General  McClellan  on  a  charge  of  having  been  in  communica- 
tion with  the  rebels,  and  was  committed  to  the  Thirteenth  Street 
Prison  from  which  he  has  since  been  removed  to  the  Old  Capitol.  The 
grounds  upon  which  he  was  arrested  and  has  been  held  will  appear 
from  the  following  extracts  from  a  report  sent  up  from  General  Joseph 
Hooker's  division  on  the  occasion  of  the  arrest  and  sending  to  Wash- 
ington of  Eichard  B.  Posey,  wife  and  daughter,  of  Charles  County,  Md. 
This  report  was  made  to  General  Hooker  by  Lieut.  Col.  George  D. 
Wells,  commanding  First  Eegiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  at  Camp 
Hooker,  October  30, 18C1,  and  among  other  things  embraces  the  follow- 
ing passage  in  the  summing  up  of  the  evidence : 

My  own  judgment  ■would  be  from  various  revelations  and  hints  in  the  course 
of  investigation  Impossible  to  put  on  paper  but  more  conclusive  to  my  mind  than 
the  written  evidence  itself  that  Linton  was  the  mainspring  of  the  whole  affair. 
His  family  came  from  Virginia  after  he  came  from  Washington.  His  was  the  south- 
west room  where  the  signals  were  mainly  seen;  he  was  frequently  across,  his  wife 
•at  one  time  staying  in  Virginia  for  weeks,  and  it  was  to  him  that  Evans  sent  when 
Posey  became  too  cautious  to  let  him  into  the  house.  The  negroes  say  that  fre- 
quently when  out  late  at  nights  they  have  stumbled  on  people  below  the  house  and  hid 
from  them  fearing  to  be  seen  as  their  orders  were  strict  to  keep  in  their  quarters. 
Linton  has  connections  iu  one  of  the  Departments  at  Washington  and  has  gone  there. 

Statements  of  witnesses  Tcept  entirely  separate  during  their  examination. 

Tom,  a  colored  servant  of  Mr.  Posey,  aged  about  twenty,  stated  on 
examination  by  Lieutentant-Colonel  Wells  that  Mr.  Linton  (Philip  H,) 
went  over  the  river  often  to  see  Mr.  Evans  |  at  Evansport  where  the 
rebel  batteries  are];  that  he  (Linton)  was  boarding  at  Posey's;  that  he 
sometimes  went  over  in  the  morning  and  came  back  at  night;  some- 
times was  gone  three  or  four  days ;  that  he  went  over  once  with  some 
barrels  and  was  seen  from  the  Government  steamer;  that  he  was 
afraid  that  the  steamer's  boats  would  get  his  boat  and  got  a  guard  of 
men  (rebels)  to  come  down  to  protect  it;  that  Mr.  Evans  used  to  come 
back  and  forth  very  often;  that  he  used  to  bring  letters  and  papers 
and  take  letters  and  papers  back  with  him;  that  he  used  to  bring  the 
papers  to  Mr.  Linton  and  that  Mr.  Linton  would  take  them  to  Mr. 
Skinner  at  the  post-office;  that  Mr.  Skinner  used  to  come  there  (to 
Mr.  Posey's)  often  to  see  the  men  from  Virginia;  that  Massa  Dick  (Mr. 
Posey)  used  to  hoist  flags  during  the  day  down  on  the  bank  of  the 
river;  that  about  two  months  before  this  statement  he  sent  a  barrel  of 
crushed  sugar  over  the  river;  that  his  Massa  Dick  raised  him  up  to 
tell  the  truth  and  if  it  turned  against  him  still  he  must  tell  the  truth 
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Alonzo,  one  of  Mr.  Posey's  servants,  stated  on  examination  that  Mr. 
Posey,  Mr.  Tom  Lozier,  Mr.  Linton,  Frank  Wedge  (a  free  colored  man), 
Fido  and  himself  went  over  the  river  after  shad  barrels;  that  Mr. 
Posey  saw  a  steamer  and  told  them  to  row  fast;  that  they  got  over  to 
the  lower  side  of  the  wharf;  that  after  they  got  over  the  steamer  came 
over ;  that  they  drew  their  boat  up  into  a  little  inlet,  when  Mr.  I'osey 
went  up  to  the  head  boss  of  some  soldiers  that  were  over  there  and  got 
them  to  come  down  and  hide  in  a  little  clump  of  pines  there  was  there  so 
as  to  flre  at  the  steamer's  men  if  they  should  come  there ;  that  he  told  him 
(Alonzo)  to  hide  behind  the  house  out  of  the  way  of  the  shots;  that  he 
told  the  men  to  go  down  easy  and  hide  themselves,  and  if  the  steamer's 
men  got  near  enough  to  fire  upon  them;  that  there  were  some  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  of  the  soldiers;  that  this  was  about  the  last  of  shad  time 
(middle  of  May). 

Frank  Wedge,  a  free  colored  man,  stated  on  examination  that  he  had 
been  at  work  for  Mr.  Posey  since  the  24th  of  May ;  that  they  went  across 
after  some  shad  barrels  the  first  day  he  (Posey)  hired  him ;  that  they  saw 
a  steamer  while  going  across;  that  after  they  landed  on  the  other  side 
Mr.  Posey  went  up  to  Mr.  Evans'  house  and  on  coming  back  told  them 
to  haul  the  boat  up  into  the  inlet,  which  they  did ;  that  then  a  parcel 
of  soldiers  came  down  and  went  into  a  bunch  of  pines;  that  Mr.  Posey 
told  them  (his  men)  to  go  behind  a  hill;  that  they  staid  there  until  the 
steamer  came  up;  that  she  laid  there  and  blowed  her  whistle  and  the 
Pawnee  came  down;  that  the  company  that  went  over  after  the  first 
barrels  was  composed  of  Mr.  Eadcliff,  Tom  De  Lozier,  Tom  Davis  (free 
colored  man),  Mr.  Linton,  Fido  and  Alonzo,  beside  Mr.  Posey  and 
himself;  that  they  had  three  boats. 

Tlieodore  Neff,  familiarly  called  Fido,  stated  on  examination  that  he 
was  about  twenty  years  of  age;  that  his  occupation  was  that  of  a 
laborer;  that  he  first  came  to  live  with  Mr.  Posey  some  time  in  May; 
that  they  went  across  the  river  after  shad  barrels  about  the  middle  of 
the  month;  that  four  boats  went  across;  that  the  company  consisted  of 
himself  and  Isaac  (a  colored  boy),  Mr.  Posey  and  a  colored  boy,  Mr. 
Lozier  and  George  Lozier  (brothers) ;  that  Mr.  Linton  saw  a  tug  as  they 
were  going  over — a  tug  with  a  red  smoke  stack ;  that  he  (Fido)  saw 
some  fifteen  or  tweuty  soldiers  across  the  river ;  that  they  had  on  gray 
uniforms;  that  they  came  out  back  of  Evans'  and  stood  on  a  hill  there 
about  five  minutes;  that  they  then  came  down  to  the  edge  of  the  river 
not  quite  to  where  the  boat  lay;  that  on  the  edge  of  the  beach  over 
the  boat  there  was  a  growth  of  pines  which  concealed  the  soldiers  from 
the  river;  that  they  laid  down  there  until  the  tug  was  out  of  sight; 
that  they  had  their  guns  with  them ;  that  when  the  soldiers  went  down 
Mr.  Posey  was  up  at  Mr.  Evans' house;  that  he  told  the  boys  that  they 
had  better  go  upon  the  hill;  that  they  hauled  the  boat  up  in  a  little 
creek  there  by  the  wharf;  that  this  was  the  only  time  he  (Fido)  went 
across  the  river. 

Samuel  Bush  stated  on  examination  that  he  was  sixty-four  years  of 
age  and  was  a  laborer  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Posey;  that  he  knew  Mr. 
Linton ;  that  he  did  not  think  Mr.  Linton  had  been  across  the  river  since 
he  and  Mr.  Posey  were  fired  on  by  one  of  the  tugs  some  time  about  the 
1st  of  May;  that  he  remembered  when  he  went  over  after  barrels  that 
there  were  no  soldiers  there  then. 

Question.  Did  not  Mr.  Posey  tell  you  about  the  men  coming  down  to  protect  his 
boats? 

Answer.  Yes;  now  you  mention  it  I  think  he  did  say  something  about  getting  men 
down  to  protect  his  boats.  My  memory  is  rather  short.  There  was  a  picket  over 
there.    They  used  to  picket. 
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Mr,  Bash  further  stated  on  examination  that  young  Mr,  Evans  had 
been  back  and  forth  across  the  river  several  times  during  the  summer: 
that  he  gave  the  letters  and  papers  that  he  brought  over  to  Mr.  Linton ; 
that  the  reason  that  lights  were  burning  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Posey  so 
late  was  that  there  were  a  good  many  in  the  family ;  that  there  were  no 
lights  burning  except  when  the  people  went  up  to  bed;  that  he  (Bush) 
occupied  the  room  in  the  front  of  the  house  with  the  dormer  window ; 
that  the  room  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  house  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linton;  that  Mr.  Posey  brought  the  Lintons  over  there- 
Mr.  Linton,  his  wife,  and  sister — about  the  middle  of  May. 

Albert  Berry  Posey,  sou  of  Eichard  B.  Posey,  aged  fifteen,  stated  on 
examination  that  Mr".  Linton  went  across  the  river  once  with  his  wife; 
that  he  staid  two  or  three  weeks  he  reckoned ;  that  he  staid  with  Mr. 
Evans  and  his  family;  that  his  (Albert's)  father,  Mr.  Posey,  went  over 
there  and  brought  them  back  again ;  that  Mr.  Linton  had  been  staying 
there  (at  Mr.  Posey's)  since  April,  having  come  from  Washington. 

James  Posey,  ten  years  old,  stated  on  examination  that  Mr.  Linton 
used  to  go  over  the  river  sometimes  until  one  time  when  his  (James') 
father  went  over  there  to  get  some  ladies  one  of  the  Federal  steamers 
stopped  him  and  told  him  not  to  go  over  there  any  more  and  that  he 
hadn't  been  over  since;  that  Tip  (his  brother)  had  wanted  to  go  over 
and  join  the  Confederate  Army  pretty  bad,  but  that  his  mother  and 
father  would  not  let  him. 

At  the  time  of  Linton's  arrest  in  this  city  he  acknowledged  on  exami- 
nation at  my  office  that  he  was  present  in  company  with  Mr.  Posey  at 
the  time  of  the  ambuscade  above  spoken  of,  but  denied  having  taken 
any  part  in  that  affair.  It  appears  from  the  foregoing  evidence  that 
Mr.  Philip  H.  Linton  from  the  first  commencement  of  our  national 
troubles  has  been  in  intimate  association  with  the  Evans  family,  notori- 
ous secessionists  and  traitors  on  the  Potomac  at  Evansport,  Va.,  where 
one  of  the  most  formidable  of  the  rebel  batteries  is  located ;  that  he  has 
been  in  co-operation  with  one  of  the  Evanses  in  carrying  on  a  clandestine 
mail  arrangement  between  Maryland  and  Virginia  and  that  in  the  latter 
part  of  May  last  he  was  present  in  company  with  Richard  B.  Posey  on 
the  occasion  of  an  ambuscade  said  to  have  been  laid  by  Posey  on  an 
inlet  near  Evansport  for  the  crew  of  a  U.  S.  steamer  similar  to'  that  by 
which  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Ward  lost  his  life  in  the  early  part  of  this 
conflict. 

I  append  hereto  sundry  recommendatory  documents*  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Linton  which  have  been  received  from  various  quarters,  and  which 
although  actions  speak  louder  than  words  I  hope  will  have  their  due 
effect  and  that  upon  a  full  examination  of  the  case,  evidence  and  all,  such 
favors  will  be  extended  to  Mr.  Linton  as  his  real  status  may  merit  and 
the  safety  of  the  country  at  this  critical  time  may  allow. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  13, 1862. 
Brig,  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

Sir:  Let  Philip  H.  Linton,  a  prisoner  confined  in  your  custody,  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in 
insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government  nor 
hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those  States 

*  Oinitt.ed  as 'unimportant. 
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without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that  he  will 
not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insur- 
rection, and  executing  and  depositing  with  you  to  be  forwarded  to  this 
Department  a  good  and  sufiQcient  bond  in  the  sum  of  $1,000  for  the 
faithful  observance  of  his  engagements  which  must  be  approved  by 
U.  S.  District  Attorney  Edward  C.  Oarrington,  esq.,  of  this  city. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Hdqks.  City  Guard,  Pbovost-Maeshal's  Office, 

Washington,  April  26, 1862. 
Robert  H.  Morris,  Esq. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  yours  of  the  25th  instant  I  have  to  say  that  Rich- 
ard B.  Posey  was  discharged  by  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Marcy 
November  12, 1861.    *    •    • 
Respectfully,  &c., 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


Case  of  Kobert  S.  Bunker. 

Robert  S.  Bunker,  of  Mobile,  was  arrested  at  Cincinnati  on  the  31st 
of  October,  1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  made  in  conse- 
quence of  information  having  been  communicated  that  Bunker  who 
had  just  returned  from  Europe  was  a  bearer  of  dispatches  for  the 
rebels.  Bunker  was  taken  to  Fort  Warren  and  detained  there  until  the 
11th  day  of  November,  1861,  when  he  was  released  by  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  with  stipulations 
against  going  to  or  corresponding  with  any  insurrectionary  State. — 
Frmn  Becord  Book,  State  Department,  ^'^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty.^'' 


Cases  of  Andrew  Low,  Mrs.  John  Low  and  Charles  Oreen. 

Andrew  Low,  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  was  arrested  in  Cincinnati  on  the 
3d  day  of  November,  1861,  while  on  his  way  from  England  to  Georgia. 
The  arrest  was  made  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  informa- 
tion that  Low  had  been  one  of  the  rebel  commissioners  to  receive  sub- 
scriptions to  the  Confederate  loan  at  Savannah;  that  he  was  supposed 
to  have  an  interest  in  the  steamer  Bermuda  that  ran  the  blockade  off 
Tybee  Island,  and  that  he  had  been  an  agent  of  the  rebels  at  Liverpool 
during  the  summer.  He  was  conveyed  to  Fort  Warren  and  there  con- 
fined. No  treasonable  papers  or  correspondence  were  found  in  Low's 
possession.  He  admitted,  however,  that  he  had  been  one  of  the  rebel 
loan  commissioners  for  the  State  of  Georgia.  On  the  8th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1862,  Mr.  Low  was  ordered  to  be  released  upon  his  parole  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  Baltimore  and  report  himself  each  day  to  General  John 
A.  Dix,  or  such  other  person  as  General  Dix  should  designate,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  the  period  of  sixty  days  from  tlie  date  of  release  to 
return  and  surrender  himself  to  be  recommitted  to  the  fort;  and  that 
in  the  meantime  he  would  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrec- 
tion against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  nor  hold  any  corre- 
spondence with  any  person  residing  therein,  nor  to  be  engaged  in  any 
treasonable  communication  with  any  person  whomsoever  nor  do  any  act 
hostile  or  injurious  to  the  United  States. 
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Mrs.  John  Low  was  anested  in  Detroit  by  a  Government  agent  and 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  was  taken  to  Washington  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Greenhow  House  Prison  November  10, 1861.  She  claimed 
to  be  a  subject  of  Great  Britain  and  a  resident  of  Virginia.  She  had 
just  returned  from  Europe  with  her  brother,  Charles  Green,  who  was 
arrested  at  the  same  time.  The  charges  against  Mrs.  Low  were  that 
she  was  conveying  contraband  correspondence  and  information  to  the 
insurrectionary  States.  November  12, 1861,  an  order  was  issued  from 
the  Department  of  State  directing  General  Andrew  Porter,  provost- 
marshal  at  Washington,  to  release  Mrs.  Low  on  her  engaging  on  honor 
to  hold  no  correspondence  with  and  not  to  enter  the  insurrectionary 
States  during  the  rebellion  and  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  United  States 
Government.    Mrs.  Low  was  accordingly  released  November  13, 1861. 

This  person  [Charles  Green]  was  a  resident  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  on 
his  return  from  Europe  via  Canada  was  arrested  in  Detroit  by  an  agent 
of  the  Government,  and  by  order  of  the  Secietary  of  State  was  com- 
mitted to  Fort  Warren  November  9,  1861.  His  family  connections  in 
England  and  America  are  as  far  as  appears  hostile  to  the  Union.  He 
was  a  large  holder  of  property  both  real  and  personal  and  his  papers 
indicated  that  he  had  made  extensive  preparations  to  carry  on  direct 
and  illegal  traffic  with  foreign  countries  and  that  he  had  entertained 
propositions  for  running  the  blockade  if  not  actually  joined  in  such 
enterprises.  The  ])apers  found  on  him  also  showed  that  he  had  sub- 
scribed to  the  Confederate  loan  and  held  the  bonds  of  the  rebel  gov- 
ernment. The  said  Charles  Green  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren 
February  15, 1862. — From  Record  Book,  State  Department,  "Arrests  for 
DisloyaltyP 


New  Tobk,  November  1, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Washington. 

Sir:  Mr.  Andrew  Low,  of  Savannah,  has  returned  from  England  at 
Halifax  and  proceeded  thence  to  Montreal  and  then  for  Louisville  with 
his  wife,  en  route  for  Georgia.  He  Mas  one  of  the  rebel  commissioners 
to  receive  subscriptions  to  the  Confederate  loan  at  Savannah.     He 

is a  leading  cotton  house  in  that  city  and  is  supposed  to  have  had 

an  interest  in  the  steamer  Eermuda  that  ran  the  blockade  off  Tybee 
Island,  Georgia  coast.  Mrs.  Low  is  the  daughter  of  W.  H.  Stiles,  of 
Georgia,  formerly  minister  to  Austria,  and  the  family  all  rank  rebels. 
It  is  for  you  to  determine  about  his  arrest.  I  have  no  doubt  of  his 
being  an  agent  at  Liverpool  this  summer.  Mr.  Low  has  a  sandy  head, 
dark  red,  and  looks  like  a  Scotchman  or  Englishman. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  ANDREW. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  November  4, 1861. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State : 

I  have  under  arrest  Andrew  Low  as  per  your  order.  I  have  exam- 
ined his  person,  baggage,  t&c.  He  has  no  papers  of  a  treasonable 
character  with  him.    What  shall  I  do  with  prisoner? 

A.  C.  SANDS, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 
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Detroit,  November  6, 1861. 
W.  H.  Sewaed  : 

Hiive  arrested  Charles  Green  and  Mrs.  John  Low,  his  sister,  of 
Savannah,  Ga.,  with  important  documents. 

W.  H,  BAESE. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  12, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

Sir  :  Let  Mrs.  Low,  aprisoner  confined  in  the  femaleprison,  be  released 
on  her  engaging  upon  her  honor  that  she  will  neither  enter  any  of  the 
States  in  iusuriection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing 
in  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and 
also  that  she  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during 
the  present  insurrection. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  fl.  SEWARD. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  13, 1861. 
Hon,  W.  M.  EvARTS,  Neiv  TorTc. 

Sir  :  Tour  note  of  the  9th  instant*  is  received.  The  case  of  Mr.  Low 
will  be  promptly  investigated  and  whatever  statements  and  evidence 
may  be  submitted  iu  reference  to  him  shall  receive  immediate  attention. 
In  the  present  state  of  the  case  the  Secretary  is  unwilling  to  refer  it 
elsewhere  for  examination. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Washington,  November  16, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
received  yesterday  from  Mr.  Charles  Green,  a  British  merchant,  who 
appears  to  be  imprisoned  in  Fort  Warren.  The  principal  object  of  Mr. 
Green's  letter  is  to  request  me  to  claim  in  behalf  of  Messrs.  Bailey 
Bros.  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  a  letter  containing  valuable  papers  belong- 
ing to  that  mercantile  house  which  has  been  taken  from  him.  I  trust 
that  there  may  be  no  objection  to  restoring  these  papers  to  their  owners. 

Mr.  Green  mentions  that  his  sister,  Mrs.  John  Low,  is  also  under 
arrest.  He  is  mistaken,  however,  in  supposing  that  her  case  had  been 
brought  to  my  notice  before.  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  you  will 
give  me  such  information  concerning  these  two  arrests  as  it  seems 
proper  that  I  should  receive. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Warren,  Boston,  November  11,  1801. 
Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord:  On  my  way  from  England  to  the  South  where  (at  Savan- 
nah) I  have  a  commercial  house  and  a  winter  residence  I  was  arrested 
and  brought  to  this  place. 

*  Not  fouud. 


1034  PRISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

Althougli  an  English  subject  as  my  passport  shows  and  never  nat- 
uralized I  prefer  giving  your  lordship  no  trouble  in  my  case.  Later 
when  I  ascertain  the  exact  charges  and  evidence  upon  which  I  am 
detained  I  may  ask  your  lordship's  interference.  For  the  present'  I 
must  beg  you  to  claim  from  among  my  papers  on  behalf  of  Messrs. 
Bailey  Bros.  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  that 
house  containing  statement  of  claim  and  order  upon  William  Johnston, 
president  of  the  Charlotte  and  South  Carolina  Eailway,  for  $33,821.98; 
48  coupons  of  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  Railroad  due  1st  of 
July,  1861,  at  $30  each,  $1,440;  82  coupons  of  the  Tennessee  State 
bonds,  2^0.  9982  to  No.  10063,  due  Ist  of  July,  1861,  at  $30  each,  $2,460. 

As  the  letter  indicates  these  specialties  were  confided  to  me  to  realize 
and  remit  proceeds  to  Messrs.  Bailey  Bros.  &  Co.,  whose  property  they 
are.    I  have  no  interest  whatever  in  them. 

There  are  also  among  my  papers  some  orders  for  cotton  to  be  executed 
at  Savannah  which  when  the  ports  open  there  I  shall  be  glad  to 
recover. 

Among  my  effects  carried  to  Washington  was  a  small  parcel  of 
apparel  chiefly  underclothes,  value  of  the  whole  parcel  as  nearly  as  I 
can  recollect  £12  or  £13,  designed  for  my  young  kinsman  Mr.  Josiah 
G.  Low,  of  Virginia.  When  this  young  friend  asked  me  to  bring  him 
these  things  he  had  not  entered  the  Confederate  service  where  he  now 
is  and  therefore  the  apparel,  which  speaks  for  itself,  could  not  be  as 
my  captors  have  represented  in  the  papers  a  rebel  uniform.  I  only 
allude  to  this  to  explain  an  erroneous  statement  to  my  prejudice  and 
to  express  my  regret  that  it  should  have  caused  the  transfer  to  Wash- 
ington of  a  trunk  and  a  bag  of  other  clothing  upon  which  I  paid  the 
U.  S.  duties  at  Detroit.  In  these  two  packages  everything  was  pro 
cured  for  my  own  and  family  use  except  the  bill  for  £12  or  £13  already 
mentioned. 

I  must  really  apologize  to  your  lordship  for  occupying  your  valuable 
time  with  such  unimportant  questions.  One  affecting  me  far  more  is 
the  case  of  my  sister  Mrs.  John  Low,  which  I  trust  she  has  herselt 
brought  to  your  lordship's  attention.  Her  arrest  grew  solely  out  of  the 
accident  of  her  traveling  with  her  brother,  a  Southern  merchant.  I  do 
not  permit  myself  to  doubt  her  speedy  restoration  to  her  family  in  Vir- 
ginia upon  the  examination  of  her  papers.  We  were  traveling  under 
British  passports  from  Earl  Eussell  viseed  at  the  U.  S.  legation  in 
London. 

1  may  not  conclude  without  acknowledging  the  considerate  treatment 
the  English  prisoners  receive  at  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  this  fort, 
and  remain,  with  great  respect, 

CHARLES  GREEN. 

I  am  of  course  well  known  to  Mr.  Molyneux  at  Savannah. 

New  York,  November  38, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
Sir  :  ♦  •  »  When  at  Boston  I  was  earnestly  requested  by  some 
of  the  solid  men  of  that  city  to  look  particularly  into  the  case  of  Mr. 
Low,  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  banker,  who  was  arrested  at  Cincinnati  en 
route  from  England  to  Georgia,  via  Canada,  &c.  His  friends  in  Boston 
who  are  loyal  and  influential  (none  more  so)  hoped  that  he  might  be 
set  at  liberty  on  some  restricted  parole,  they  thinking  that  it  would  be 
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safe,  &c.  Mr.  Low  excluded  himself  from  the  class  to  be  examined  by 
refusing  to  take  the  oath,  and  with  that  I  should  leave  him — consider- 
ing him  in  the  right  place — ^but  for  the  circumstances  following  which 
induced  me  to  refer  to  his  case  lest  sooner  application  in  his  behalf 
from  very  respectable  and  loyal  men  might  effect  his  release  without 
his  case  being  fully  appreciated, 

Mr,  Low  is  a  banker  of  the  first  rank  in  the  South,  of  English  origin; 
has  a  branch  house  in  England;  is  the  corresponding  banker  in  the 
"South  for  W.  Peabody,  Baring  &  Co, ;  is  very  rich  and  commands  a 
very  extended  and  rich  moneyed  circle  at  home  and  abroad.  While 
last  in  England  he  was  on  his  own  account  proprietor  of  50,000  bales 
of  cotton  in  Liverpool  on  which  he  had  realized  the  advance  growing 
out  of  the  rebeUion,  making  a  large  fortune  by  that  operation.  He  is 
able  and  influential  and  is  one  of  the  commissioners  for  the  Confederate 
loan.  He  pretends  that  he  has  not  accepted  but  does  not  pretend  that 
he  has  declined,  and  unquestionably  has  so  far  undertaken  the  trust  as 
to  lend  his  influence  to  the  enterprise.  The  man  who  can  raise  the 
money  to  carry  on  a  war  is  of  more  consequence  than  he  who  commands 
the  armies.  Mr.  Low  at  liberty,  wherever  his  parol*  might  place  him, 
if  disloyal  would  be  dangerous.  He  is  valuable  as  a  hostage ;  is  guilty 
of  treason  if  he  has  acted  as  commissioner,  as  I  assume  he  has,  and  in 
case  of  being  driven  to  set  up  the  lex  talionis  he  would  be  worth  a 
thousand  common  men. 

I  consider  him  the  most  important  man  in  Port  Warren — to  keep — 
unless  it  be  Slidell,    I  deem  it  probable  that  all  this  is  known  to  your 
Department,  but  out  of  abundant  caution  I  write  this  lest  some  of  the 
facts  might  not  have  reached  you, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

SETH  C,  HAWLET, 

New  York,  December  3, 1861. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Sewabd. 

My  Dear  Sib  :  Shall  I  trouble  you  too  much  by  asking  you  to  send 
me  word  whether  Andrew  Low,  imprisoned  at  Fort  Warren,  is  in  a  way 
of  having  his  case  disposed  of?  I  know  that  these  matters  are  taken 
up  with  much  dispatch  by  the  Department  and  I  have  been  unwilling 
to  trouble  you  even  with  this  letter,  but  Mr.  Low's  friends  are  quite 
pressing  with  me,  and  as  I  fully  understand  Mr.  Low  is  not  aware  of  any 
grounds  against  him  except  his  Southern  residence  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  hear  either  that  he  will  be  released  or  that  some  examination 
will  be  had  in  his  case  wherein  he  may  meet  the  charges  against 
him.    *    *    • 

Very  truly,  yours, 

WM.  M.  EVAETS. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  4,  1861. 
William  M.  Evarts,  Esq.,  New  York. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  and  have  brought 
the  subject  to  which  it  relates  before  the  Secretary  of  State,    In  reply 
I  am  directed  by  him  to  inform  you  that  the  release  of  Mr,  Andrew 
Low  at  the  present  time  is  deemed  inexpedient, 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F,  W,  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
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Washington,  December  17, 1861. 


In  the  matter  of  Andrew  Low,  a  prisoner 


I  observe  iu  looking  at  the  memoranda  connected  with  this  matter 
shown  me  at  the  Department  of  State  two  principal  suggestions  as 
to  Mr.  Low's  relations  or  conduct  in  support  of  his  continued  imprison- 
ment. 

First.  He  is  said  to  have  acted  as  "  a  commissioner  of  the  Confederate 
loan."  Thus  nakedly  stated  this  would  seem  to  be  a  somewhat  grave 
matter,  but  when  examined  it  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  is  im])lied  in 
his  present  unwillingness  to  take  our  oath  of  allegiance,  to  wit,  that  he 
has  not  heretofore  (as  he  is  not  disposed  to  do  now)  taken  sides  against 
the  sentiments  and  action  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  I  under- 
stand that  Mr.  Low  has  never  assumed  any  duty  or  taken  any  part  in 
aid  of  the  Confederate  loan.  The  place  of  commissioner  assigned  to 
him  consisted  only  in  his  being  named  in  a  list  of  prominent  business 
men  of  Savannah  who  were  expected  to  act  in  furthering  subscriptions. 
The  list  was  made  out  at  Richmond  and  Mr.  Low's  name  inserted  with- 
out his  knowledge  or  assent.  Mr.  Low  submitted  to  this  after  it 
was  done  but  nothing  more.  There  was  no  oiHce  or  function  which 
called  upon  him  for  its  rejection  or  resignation  and  he  never  performed 
any  act. 

Second.  A  suspicion  of  Mr.  Low's  having  been  connected  with  the 
voyage  of  the  steamer  Bermuda  and  with  the  agent  of  the  Confederate 
Government  aboard  is  introduced  upon  the  evidence  of  a  letter  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Green,  of  Savannah,  when  the  latter  was  arrested. 
However  just  the  suspicion  might  be  in  reference  to  tbe  Mr.  Low  men- 
tioned in  that  letter,  Mr.  Andrew  Low  should  not  suffer  from  it.  An 
entirely  different  person  with  whom  he  has  no  connection  by  blood  or 
otherwise,  who  is  a  brother-in-law  of  Green,  is  the  person  intended  by 
that  reference. 

Having  thus  met  the  main  grounds  of  imputation  against  Mr.  Andrew 
Low  beyond  the  mere  fact  of  his  being  a  Savannah  merchant  of  wealth 
and  character,  I  may  add  upon  the  reliable  statements  of  trustworthy 
men — 

First.  That  Mr.  Low  went  to  Europe  wholly  for  his  private  interests 
and  was  careful  whether  in  going,  while  there  or  in  returning  to  abstain 
from  any  act  or  intervention  (even  to  the  extent  of  carrying  a  letter)  in 
behalf  of  the  Confederate  interests. 

Second.  That  his  return  to  this  country  was  prompted  wholly  by  the 
motive  of  placing  Mrs.  Low  with  her  children  who  had  been  left  in 
Georgia  with  her  relatives. 

Third.  That  Mr.  Low  is  a  gentleman  of  high  personal  character  and 
that  his  parole  will  be  observed  with  the. strictest  integrity. 

Fourth  That  as  a  man  of  wealth  and  of  sober,  prudent  character, 
capable  of  sensible  ideas,  his  presence  at  the  South  is  more  likely  to 
count  in  the  scale  of  Union  than  of  secession  when  the  period  of  reaction 
arrives. 

Upon  all  the  facts  of  the  case  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Low  I  respectfully  ask : 

First.  That  Mrs.  Low,  now  residing  in  Baltimore,  be  permitted  to  go 
South  to  join  her  family.  Her  separation  at  once  from  her  husband 
and  from  her  own  family  is  made  especially  trying  by  her  now  expect- 
ing her  confinement. 

Second.  That  Mr.  Low  be  released  from  actual  imprisonment  upon 
such  conditions  as  to  residence  and  under  such  restrictions  as  holding 
intercourse  with  the  South  as  may  be  expedient. 
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Third.  That  in  any  case  a  permission  may  be  given  to  Mr.  George  B. 
Blake,  of  Boston,  to  visit  Mr.  Low  at  Fort  Warren.  Mr.  Blake  is  well 
known  to  me  as  a  loyal  and  wholly  reliable  man. 

WM.  M.  EVAKTS. 

Depabtment  of  State,  Washington,  January  (i,  1862. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lokd:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
note  of  the  16th  of  November  last  iuclosiiig  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Charles  Green,  an  alleged  British  subject,  imprisoned  in  Fort 
Warren,  relative  to  a  certain  letter  containiiig  valuable  papers  taken 
from  him,  and  to  the  arrest  of  his  sister  Mrs.  John  Low,  and  asking 
for  information  concerning  these  two  arrests. 

No  time  was  lost  in  issuing  an  order  for  the  release  of  Mrs.  Low,*  and 
I  was  under  the  impression  that  immediately  thereupon  you  had  been 
advised  of  that  fact  and  that  the  Department  had  also  commuuicated 
to  you  the  papers  referred  to  by  Mr.  Green.  In  this,  however,  I  was 
mistaken.  It  would  seem  that  by  some  accident  the  papers  got  mis- 
laid. Eegretting  the  circumstance  I  now  hasten  to  repair  the  omission 
by  transmitting  them  to  you. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  your  lordship  the  assur- 
ance of  my  high  consideration. 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  January  8, 1862. 
Seth  C.  Hawley,  Esq.,  New  York. 

SiE :  Eepresentations  are  made  to  this  Department  by  the  friends  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  favorable  to  the  release  of  Mr. 
Andrew  Low,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren.  The  gentlemen  mak- 
ing these  representations  seem  to  be  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  well- 
founded  reason  for  continuing  his  confinement.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  have  to  request  that  you  will  examine  the  paperst  herewith 
inclosed  and  proceed  to  Fort  Warren  and  take  such  additional  testi- 
mony as  may  be  offered  and  return  to  this  Department  with  your  opin- 
ion thereon  these  inclosures. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


New  Yoek,  February  1, 1862. 
F.  W.  Sewakd,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

SiE:  In  pursuance  of  your  instructions  under  date  of  Januarys  I 
have  examined  with  care  the  case  of  Andrew  Low,  now  a  prisoner  in  Fort 
Warren,  and  beg  leave  to  report  that  Andrew  Low  is  a  citizen  of  Georgia, 
a  resident  of  the  city  of  Savannah  in  that  State.  He  has  been  engaged 
for  many  years  in  extensive  commercial  and  shipping  business  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Andrew  Low  &  Co.,  of  Savannah,  and  Joshua  Dixon 
&  Co.,  of  Liverpool.    He  is  a  man  of.  large  fortune  and  wide-spread 

*  See  p.  1033  for  this  order. 

t  Not  inclosed,  but  see  preceding  statements. 
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and  influential  moneyed  connections.  His  estate  is  chiefly  in  the  rebel 
States  but  does  not  as  I  think  consist  to  any  considerable  extent  of  plan- 
tations or  slaves.  I  do  not  learn  that  he  has  any  property  in  the  free 
loyal  States  except  stock  interests  in  the  iron  mines  of  Lake  Superior, 
He  is  of  English  extraction  and  perhaps  born  in  England.  His  family 
connections  are  chiefly  there.  His  estate  is  largely  composed  of  funds 
and  personal  property  and  therefore  exposed  to  confiscation  and  plun- 
der by  the  pretended  authority  of  the  Confederate  Government  in  case 
he  should  exhibit  Union  views.  Prom  these  circumstances  it  is  inferred 
that  his  interests  and  sympathies  are  naturally  Southern  and  English 
and  therefore  hostile. 

There  is  nothing  to  show  that  he  has  ever  been  a  politician  or  that  he 
is  a  conspirator  and  it  is  clear  that  he  is  a  non-combatant.  It  appears 
that  he  was  named  as  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Confederate 
loan  in  Savannah  and  that  he  did  not  decline  the  position.  He  alleges, 
no  doubt  with  truth  that  he  did  not  act  as  commissioner,  but  it  would 
not  have  offended  his  sense  of  propriety  probably  if  the  whole  loan  had 
been  taken  through  the  influence  of  his  name.  On  the  other  hand  it 
is  not  unlikely  that  refusal  of  that  position  would  have  driven  him 
from  the  South  robbed  of  his  property  and  therefore  that  his  compli- 
ance was  under  restraint  to  that  extent.  He  went  to  England  in  July, 
1861,  apparently  on  private  business.  There  is  no  evidence  that  while 
abroad  he  interested  himself  in  the  public  concerns  of  this  country. 
North  or  South,  On  the  contrary  several  worthy  persons  who  were 
familiar  with  his  actions  certify  that  his  non-intervention  was  real  and 
complete. 

When  arrested  nothing  was  found  to  implicate  him  in  any  disloyal 
proceedings.  Indeed  there  is  evidence  of  his  having  acted  the  part 
of  prudence  most  thoroughly,  while  the  condition  of  his  estate  and 
family  (especially  the  latter)  were  such  as  to  excuse  the  strongest 
solicitude  to  return  to  Georgia.  Mr.  Andrew  Low  had  for  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Andrew  Low  &  Co.,  Mr.  Charles  Green,  also  a  prisoner 
in  Fort  Warren,  and  it  would  seem  from  papers  found  on  Mr.  Green 
that  they  were  probably  brothers-in-law  as  well  as  partners.  The  cir- 
cumstances that  have  transpired  have  created  the  impression  that  Mr, 
Green  and  his  family  are  disposed  to  be  active  traitors.  This  relation 
has  been  prejudicial  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Low.  A  careful  scrutmy,  how- 
ever, shows  that  Mr.  Low  and  Mr.  Green  have  dissolved  partnership 
and  separated  their  business  interests  for  the  future,  and  that  such 
differences  and  divergencies  have  occurred  to  preclude  the  idea  of  any 
sympathy  in  business  or  other  transaction.  Mr.  Low's  estate  is  in 
such  condition  as  to  [be]  put  in  peril  by  any  active  adhesion  to  the 
cause  of  the  United  States.  He  will  of  course,  indeed  does,  decline 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

My  conclusion  is  that  Andrew  Low  is  at  present  from  interest, 
sympathy,  education  and  prejudice  a  disloyal  man,  and  if  permitted 
to  go  South  or  to  England  would  from  necessity  throw  his  influence 
against  the  cause  of  the  United  States.  But  he  has  been  represented  to 
be  an  honorable  and  upright  man  in  business  and  personal  relations  and 
that  his  promise  could  be  relied  on  implicitly.  He  is  clearly  no  con- 
spirator and  has  no  political  ambition  to  mislead  him.  Good  and  true 
men  who  have  known  him  long  express  the  highest  degree  of  confi- 
dence that  he  would  keep  any  parole  that  he  would  give.  All  this 
I  believe.  If  this  view  of  Mr.  Low's  character  is  not  mistaken  the 
public  safety  would  not  be  compromised  by  allowing  him  his  liberty 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1039 

or  parole  to  live  in  the  city  of  New  York,  with  such  conditions  or 
restrictions  as  to  holding  intercourse  by  letter  or  otherwise  as  the 
Department  may  please  to  prescribe.  This  disposition  of  the  case  I 
would  recommend. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  0.  HAWLBT. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  8, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor. 

Colonel:  You  may  release  Mr.  Andrew  Low  upon  his  engaging 
upon  honor  that  he  will  proceed  at  once  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  report 
himself  each  day  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  or  such  other  person  as  he 
(General  Dix)  shall  designate,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  of 
sixty  days  from  the  date  of  his  release  he  will  voluntarily  return  and 
surrender  himself  to  you  to  be  recommitted  to  the  fort,  and  that  in  the 
meantime  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government,  nor  hold  any  corre- 
spondence with  any  person  residing  in  those  States  without  permission 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  nor  be  engaged  in  any  treasonable  com- 
munication with  any  person  whatsoever  nor  do  any  act  hostile  or  inju- 
rious to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


New  Yokk,  March  1, 1862. 
Hon.  Feed.  W.  Sewaed. 

My  Deae  Sie:  I  find  that  I  need  to  trouble  you  again  in  Mr. 
Andrew  Low's  case.  The  order  of  the  State  Department  in  his  case  of 
February  8  ultimo  leaves  him  a  quasi  prisoner,  whereas  had  he  been 
actually  in  Fort  Warren  when  the  general  order  respecting  political 
prisoners  took  effect  he  would  have  been  enlarged  on  simple  parole 
with  the  rest.  I  am  told  that  to  set  him  right  his  special  parole  (which 
obUges  him  to  report  daily  in  Baltimore  and  to  return  to  Fort  Warren 
in  sixty  days)  will  need  to  be  canceled  and  the  common  parole  substi- 
tuted. Upon  seeing  the  new  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  appointing 
a  special  commission  I  at  first  thought  my  proper  application  would  be 
to  these  commissioners,  but  on  reflection  am  satisfied  that  Mr.  Low  was 
intended  to  be  put  on  the  footing  of  release  on  parole.  May  I  ask  that 
you  would  be  so  good  as  to  make  the  proper  order? 
Yours,  very  truly, 

WM.  M.  EVAETS. 


Baltimoee,  March  7, 1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  &c. 

Geneeal  :  In  view  of  your  commission  to  investigate  the  cases  of 
prisoners  of  state  and  in  order  that  you  may  apprehend  my  own  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  to  you  a  statement  of  the  charges  which  so  far  as  I 
understand  them  have  detained  me  a  prisoner. 

First.  On  my  return  from  England  via  Canada  I  was  arrested  on  the 
3d  of  November  in  Cincinnati  on  a  charge  of  bearing  treasonable  corre- 
spondence. I  had  been  in  that  city  five  days  openly  seeking  to  procure 
a  military  pass  for  myself  and  wife,  and  failing  to  do  so  had  paid  my 
fare  to  Washington  to  try  and  procure  one  at  headquarters  when  I  was 
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arrested  and  sent  off  to  Fort  Warren.  There  was  no  foundation  for 
this  charge  as  I  positively  declined  to  take  with  me  any  letter  or  paper 
ou  ordinary  or  private  business.  My  own  and  wife's  baggage  was  for 
three  hours  subjected  to  the  closest  scrutiny  and  nothing  was  found 
for  there  was  nothing  to  find.  I  would  also  state  that  I  never  saw  and 
have  never  seen  the  Confederate  commissioners,  Messrs.  Yancey  and 
Mann,  nor  did  I  hold  any  communication  with  them  either  directly  or 
indirectly. 

Second.  That  1  was  under  suspicion  from  certain  causes  of  being  con- 
nected with  enterprises  to  furnish  the  Confederates  with  munitions  of 
war,  &c.  This  is  utterly  uutrue.  So  far  from  this  being  the  case  I 
carefully  avoided  doing  anything  in  England  in  violation  of  my  neu- 
trality. My  sole  business  there  was  of  an  urgent,  private  nature,  viz, 
to  attend  to  arranging  a  dissolution  of  my  copartnership  and  to  see 
after  the  welfare  of  two  young  daughters  I  have  at  school  in  Brighton. 
Abundant  evidence  has  been  furnished  the  commissioner  of  the  State 
Department,  Mr.  Hawley,  by  friends  who  were  aware  of  all  my  actions, 
movements  and  opinions. 

Another  charge  is  that  I  was  a  commissioner  of  the  Confederate  loan 
and  which  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Government  after  I  was 
imprisoned  some  time.  The  explanation  of  that  charge  is  this:  Some 
time  in  May  or  June  the  Confederate  Government  in  Montgomery 
appointed  three  commissioners  for  Georgia  to  attend  to  a  loan  of  $15,- 
000,000.  These  gentlemen  resided  in  the  interior  and  without  consult- 
ing me  on  the  subject  named  myself  and  two  other  gentlemen  as  refer- 
ences for  the  city  of  Savannah.  I  gave  the  matter  very  little  thought; 
the  whole  thing  was  managed  by  a  bank.  I  never  received  nor  had 
the  custody  of  any  money  and  never  corresponded  with  the  Govern- 
ment or  any  of  its  agents  on  that  or  any  other  subject.  I  do  not  hold 
myself  responsible  in  any  way  for  this  and  you  cannot  fail  to  see  the 
situation.  The  State  of  Georgia  had  asserted  its  sovereignty.  A  new 
government  was  placed  over  me,  and  I  cannot  think  that  1  should  be 
held  responsible  and  punished  for  events  over  which  I  had  no  control 
nor  taken  any  part  in  bringing  about,  but  on  the  contrary. 

In  the  fullest  confidence  that  you  will  give  my  case  a  just  consider- 
ation, and  that  you  will  release  me  from  my  present  unfortunate  and 
painfiil  position,  I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

AND.  LOW. 


War  Department,  Washington,  March  12,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore. 

General:  You  will  discharge  Mr.  Andrew  Low  from  the  conditions 
of  his  present  parole  and  furnish  him  with  a  pass  to  enable  him  to  go 
beyond  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  Army  upon  his  engaging  upon  honor  that 
he  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  also  that  he  will  not  communicate  to  the 
persons  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  any  information  calculated  to  aid  them,  and  that  at  the 
expiration  of  the  period  of  three  months  he  will  report  Jiimself  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  unless  during  that  time  he  shall  effect  the  discharge 
of  a  political  prisoner  whose  exchange  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant,-  General. 
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Case  of  Matthew  F.  and  Rutson  Mainry,  Jr. 

M.  F.  Maury,  a  British  subject  residing  at  New  Orleans,  was  arrested 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  18C1,  by  the  U.  S. 
marshal  of  the  northern  district  of  Ohio  acting  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  He  was  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  afterwards 
transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  Maury's  offense  was  conveying  letters  to 
and  from  the  rebel  States,  between  those  States  and  otliers  of  the 
Inited  States  and  foreign  countries.  Somehundredsof  lettersaddressed 
to  parties  in  the  rebel  States  werefcund  in  his  possession.  It  is  shown 
by  the  affidavits  of  Mr.  Taylor  an(  Mr.  Patterson  that  Maury  volun- 
tarily told  them  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  conveying  letters  both 
ways  between  New  York  and  New  Orleans;  had  brought  some  700  from 
New  Orleans  and  was  carrying  a  quantity  to  that  place  on  his  return. 
Maury  states  the  same  in  a  letter  by  him  addressed  to  the  Department 
of  State.  On  the  5th  of  February,  1862,  Colonel  Dimick  was  instructed 
to  release  Maury  on  his  undertaking  under  oath  not  to  enter  or  corre- 
spond with  any  insurrectionary  State  nor  do  anything  hostile  to  the 
United  States  during  the  present  insurrection. 

Eutson  Maury,  jr.,  late  of  Galveston,  Tex.,  was  arrested  at  Wash- 
ington on  or  about  the  9th  day  of  November,  1861,  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  there  confined. 
He  was  charged  on  information  communicated  from  the  U.  S.  marshal 
for  the  northern  district  of  Oliio  through  the  Attorney-General  and 
from  the  U.  S.  collector  at  Cleveland  through  tlie  Treasury  Depart- 
ment with  conveying  correspondence  to  and  from  the  States  under 
insurrectionary  control,  between  those  States  and  the  loyal  States  and 
Europe.  Maury  came  from  the  South  to  New  York  and  Boston  about 
the  10th  of  October,  1861,  and  according  to  a  statement  made  by 
William  L.  Burt,  of  Boston — 

He  stated  to  various  parties  that  he  brought  on  letters  from  the  South — over  1,000 — 
protected  by  the  consular  seal  of  British  Consul  Mure,  of  New  Orleans.  He  delivered 
a  great  many  letters  and  stated  in  my  presence  that  he  forwarded  English  letters  that 
he  brought  through. 

Maury  started  for  the  South  by  way  of  Cleveland  and  Louisville  in 
the  early  part  of  November,  1861,  and  on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  that 
month  his  baggage  was  seized  at  Cleveland  and  several  hundred  letters 
were  found  in  his  possession  addressed  to  persons  in  New  Orleans  and 
other  places  in  the  insurrectionary  States.  He  left  Cleveland  for 
Washington  with  the  object  of  soliciting  the  release  of  his  baggage  and 
was  arrested  in  Washington  as  above  stated.  The  TJ.  S.  marshal  for 
the  northern  district  of  Ohio  informs  the  Attorney-General  that  he  has 
satisfactory  evidence  that  Maury  had  made  systematic  arrangements — 

For  the  regular  transmission  of  letters  to  and  from  the  States  in  rebellion,  embracing 
both  foreign  and  domestic  correspondence.  Foreign  letters  intended  for  New  Orleans 
and  other  Southern  points  are  sent  by  mail  to  houses  in  New  York  and  probably  Boston 
whence  they  are  systematically  delivered  to  carriers  for  him,  who  undertake  their 
transmission  clandestinely  to  their  destination  or  to  New  Orleans  for  distribution. 

Maury  having  been  detected  in  the  criminal  act  with  which  he  is 
charged  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  deny  or  conceal  his  guilt.  The 
said  Maury  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 1862, 
when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  he  was  transferred  to  the  (jharge  of  that  Department. — 
From  Record  Bool;  State  Department.  ^^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty.^' 
66 
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U.  8.  Marshal's  Office, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  November  4,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  :  A  man  by  the  name  of  Eutson  Maury,  who  is  as  I  am 
informed  a  resident  of  New  Orleans,  came  to  this  city  October  26,  and 
on  the  28th  of  the  same  month  he  left  here  saying  that  he  was  going  to 
Washington  City.  I  have  since  his  departure  ascertained  that  he  was 
a  bearer  of  written  dispatches,  and  I  now  have  in  my  possession  a  large 
number  of  letters  left  by  him  with  a  friend  in  this  city.  He  had  a  large 
cloth  belt  made  which  he  wore  about  his  body,  having  the  letters  sewed 
uy}  in  the  belt.  Some  of  the  letters  are  open  which  I  have  read  and 
they  are  of  a  treasonable  character. 

Shall  I  send  the  letters  to  you  and  arrest  Maury  if  he  returns  to  this 
city  ?  E.  M.  N.  Taylor,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  has  important  information 
in  reference  to  Maury's  visit  South. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  SANDS, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


XJ.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Cleveland,  November  5, 1861. 
Hon.  Edward  Bates,  Attorney-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir  :  From  facts  that  have  come  within  my  knowledge  of  late  I  am 
satisfied  that  systematic  arrangements  exist  at  New  York  for  the  regu- 
lar transmission  of  letters  to  and  from  the  States  in  rebellion  embracing 
both  foreign  and  domestic  correspondence.  Foreign  letters  intended 
for  New  Orleans  and  other  Southern  points  are  sent  by  mail  to  houses 
in  New  York  and  probably  Boston,  whence  they  are  systematically 
delivered  to  carriers  for  hire  who  undertake  their  transmission  clandes- 
tinely to  their  destination  or  to  New  Orleans  for  distribution. 

Two  of  these  carriers  have  during  the  last  week  had  their  baggage 
detained  here,  and  secreted  within  it  have  been  found  large  quantities 
of  letters,  m  one  instance  (that  of  Eutson  Maury)  nearly  300  of  them. 
Evidences  have  also  been  found  with  them  of  the  systematic  and  peri- 
odical nature  of  the  intended  journeys  through  our  lines. 

In  view  of  these  facts  I  respectfully  inquire  whether  the  arrest  of 
these  contraband  mail  carriers  is  desired  by  the  Government?  Under 
the  telegraphic  instructions  of  the  honorable  Postmaster-General  the 
letters  have  been  seized  and  forwarded  to  Washington,  but  thus  far  no 
arrests  have  been  made.  Your  early  reply  will  much  oblige 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

EAEL  BILL, 

TI.  S.  Marshal. 

Tj,  „   „  Cleveland,  Ohio,  November  7, 1861. 

William  H.  Seward:  >       -'• 

I  have  this  day  arrested  Matthew  F.  Maury,  of  New  Orleans.  In  his 
trunk  found  about  200  letters  to  various  points  in  rebellious  States 
His  business  evidently  letter  carrying  between  New  York  and  New 
Orleans.    What  shalll  do  with  him? 

EAEL  BILL, 
Marshal  Northern  District  of  Ohio. 
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Depaetmbnt  of  State,  Washington,  Ifovember  7, 1861. 
Earl  Bill,  U.  8.  Marshal,  Cleveland: 

Send  Matthew  F.  Maury  to  Fort  Lafayette,  K  Y.,  and  send  the  papers 
to  the  State  Department. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


IT.  S.  Mabshal's  Office,  Cleveland,  November  7, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

SiE:  Eeferring  to  the  telegraphic  dispatch  I  had  the  honor  to  send 
you  of  this  date  and  in  further  explanation  of  the  matter  therein  men- 
tioned I  beg  further  to  say  that  about  the  28th  of  October  a  trunk 
or  valise  belonging  to  one  Eutson  Maury  was  seized  by  the  inspector 
of  the  revenue  at  this  place  containing  (as  then  disclosed)  some  seventy- 
nine  or  eighty  letters  directed  to  persons  at  various  points  and  places 
in  the  States  in  rebellion  against  the  Government.  On  the  2d  instant 
M.  F.  Maury  passed  through  here  on  his  way  South  and  his  trunk  was 
also  seized  Jt>y  the  Inspector.  In  it  were  found  twenty  packages  of  let- 
ters having  a  destination  beyond  the  lines  of  the  Government  forces, 
the  number  estimated  at  from  600  to  700.  Both  trunks  are  still  held, 
information  having  been  filed  and  proceedings  commenced  for  confisca- 
tion under  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  13, 1861,  and  now  remain  in  my 
hands  under  process  of  attachment  duly  issued. 

On  a  close  investigation  a  secret  pocket  was  found  in  E.  Maury's 
valise  in  which  were  stowed  about  200  more  letters  having  destination 
like  those  mentioned  above,  among  which  I  foundone  unsealed  addressed 
to  "James  Maury,  New  Orleans,"  informing  him  that  the  writer 
would  be  in  New  Orleans  November  8,  and  ready  to  leave  on  the  suc- 
ceeding 11th,  to  which  were  appended  the  words  "You  understand," 
signed  "M.  F.  M."  I  was  therefore  led  to  conclude  that  both  Maurys — 
who  1  learn  are  brothers — were  jointly  engaged  in  the  regular  and  sys- 
tematic transmission  of  information  by  letters  and  perhaps  otherwise 
across  the  lines  of  our  armies,  and  made  such  arrangements  as  were 
intended  to  secure  the  persons  of  either  or  both  of  them  should  they 
be  found  in  my  district.  This  I  have  been  induced  to  believe  was  my 
official  duty  and  in  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  Government  as 
expressed  in  the  telegraphic  circular  of  the  honorable  Postmaster- 
General  under  date  of August,  in  which  he  says,  "The  President 

*  •  •  directs  that  his  proclamation  of  the  16th  instant  interdicting 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  South  shall  be  applied  also  to  corre- 
spondence; and  wherein  he  directs  the  aiTcst  of  any  person  who  after 
this  order  shall  receive  letters  for  transmission  to  or  from  said  States, 
&c."  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  that  I  respectfully  asked  the 
instructions  of  the  Government  as  to  what  disposition  to  make  of  M.F. 
Maury,  who  is  in  my  custody  without  a  formal  warrant.  Permit  me 
to  add  that  all  the  letters  taken  as  above  stated  have  been  duly  for- 
warded to  Washington  pursuant  to  the  instructions  of  the  Postmaster- 
General. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

EARL  BILL, 
U.  8.  Marshal. 
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Office  of  Supt.  of  the  Meteopolitan  Police, 

New  Yorlc,  November  7, 1861. 

F.  W.  Seward,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  The  papers  announce  the  arrest  of  M.  F.  Maury  at  Cleveland 
with  a  bag  of  letters,  &c,,  on  Saturday  last.  He  is  the  same  person  to 
whom  allusion  was  made  in  mine  of  3d  instant  as  carrying  on  a  messen- 
ger express  between  New  York  and  Kew  Orleans.  I  understand  him 
to  be  a  relative  of  Lieutenant  Maury;  that  he  has  been  residing  in  Gal- 
veston, Tex.,  where  he  is  connected  with  a  mercantile  house;  that  the 
firm  of  Maury  Bros.,  Ko.  5  Hanover  street.  New  York,  are  his  near 
relatives  and  business  correspondents.  lu  searching  I  find  that  his 
rates  were  $2.50  per  half  ounce.  Those  at  a  distance  were  instructed 
to  forward  their  letters  for  him  to  the  address  of  "  Donald  Eose,  care  of 
Maury  Bros.,  New  York."  I  send  you  this  additional  information  in 
order  that  interested  friends  may  not  succeed  by  misrepresentations  to 
have  him  released  before  he  is  fairly  in  custody. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


Treasury  Department,  November  8, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  two  letters  from  Charles  J.  Ballard,  collector 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  giving  particulars  concerning  the  case  of  Mr.  R. 
Maury.  Mr.  Maury  has  evidently  been  engaged  in  conveyiug  corre- 
spondence into  the  States  under  insurrectionary  control  and  should  be 
arrested.  By  the  proclamation  of  the  President  the  insurrectionary 
States  are  placed  in  the  position  of  public  enemies;  to  carry  corre- 
spondence between  them  and  the  loyal  States  is  to  render  them  aid  and 
comfort;  to  render  such  aid  and  comfort  is  treason.  Mr,  Maury  is  in 
the  city. 

Yours,  truly, 

S.  P.  CHASE. 

[Inclosure  Ifo.  1.] 

Collector's  Office,  Glevelaaidf  November  4, 1861. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  1st  instant  asking  me  to  report  particulars 
concerning  R.  Maury's  case  is  just  received.  In  reply  would  say  in 
the  first  place  that  his  letter  to  Secretary  Seward*  (a  copy  of  which 
was  sent)  sounds  very  nice  taken  in  connection  with  facts  that  we  are 
in  possession  of  here.  The  trunk  of  said  Maury  contained  a  small 
quantity  of  gentleman's  clothing,  dress  patterns,  dry  goods  of  diflferent 
kinds  in  small  quautities,  drugs,  toilet  articles,  &c.,  and  when  first 
opened  some  eighty  letters  directed  to  different  parts  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy  were  found,  the  majority  of  which  were  directed  to  New 
Orleans.  Upon  a  more  thorough  examination  of  said  trunk  some  200 
more  letters  similarly  directed  were  found  secreted  in  the  partition  that 
separates  the  top  from  the  lower  part  of  said  trunk.  Said  letters  have 
been  delivered  to  the  postmaster  here  and  will  I  suppose  in  due  time 
be  forwarded  to  the  Postmaster-General. 

Some  five  days  after  the  seizure  of  E.  Maury,  jr.'s  trunk  we  seized  a 
trunk  belonging  to  M.  F.  Maury  who  is  without  doubt  a  brother  of  E. 
Maury.    Tlie  latter  trunk  contained  in  connection  with  other  things 

*  Probably  refers  to  Mattbew  F.  Maury  to  Seward,  antt. 
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from  200  to  300  letters  directed  to  diiferent  parts  of  the  South,  more  to 
New  Orleans  than  to  any  one  other  place.  We  think  from  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  seizure  of  their  two  trunks  that  these 
Maurys  are  engaged  in  the  transmission  of  correspondence  from  the 
loyal  to  the  disloyal  States  and  vice  versa. 

A  good  many  of  the  packages  were  marked  "  uni)aid ;"  others  not 
marked  thus.  I  would  infer  from  this  they  get  pay  for  conveying  said 
letters,  some  of  which  they  obtain  North  and  some  South.  Some  of 
said  letters  are  from  Liverpool,  some  from  Paris,  others  from  New  York, 
&c.  Some  of  the  foreign  letters  were  sent  to  care  of  parties  in  this 
country  whose  names  are  now  cut  out.  I  think  there  are  regular  head- 
quarters in  New  York  and  Boston  where  these  letters  are  collected 
together,  and  I  would  not  wonder  if  it  was  at  Maury  Bros.,  New  York, 
and  Henry  G.  Waiuwright,  No.  20  State  street,  Boston.  We  find  by 
papers  in  one  of  said  trunks  that  there  is  a  time  fixed  to  leave  New 
Orleans  (on  their  return  we  suppose),  which  is  November  11. 

In  short  we  are  fully  of  the  opinion  that  we  have  been  lucky  enough 
to  intercept  two  of  the  regular  mails  that  are  being  carried  from  North 
to  South  and  from  South  to  North.  Upon  the  return  of  E.  Maury  from 
Cincinnati  it  was  reported  to  him  that  we  had  found  in  his  trunk  some 
seventy-nine  letters.  If  he  had  known  of  our  finding  the  some  200  let- 
ters secreted  in  partition  I  do  not  think  he  would  have  made  the  effort 
to  get  possession  of  his  trunk,  but  by  getting  his  trunk  he  hoped  and 
expected  to  get  the  secreted  letters.  The  place  of  secretion  would  not 
hold  all  that  he  had  and  the  seventy-nine  or  eighty  were  in  the  pockets 
of  his  clothes. 

Procedure  for  forfeiture  has  been  commenced  in  the  U.  S.  court  here 
against  the  trunk  and  contents  (except  letters)  of  E.  Maury,  jr. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

OHAELES  J.  BALLAED, 

Collector. 

[InclosnTe  Ho.  3.] 

Collector's  Office,  Cleveland,  November  5, 1861. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  writing  the  letter  that  accompanies  this  I  have 
learned  some  facts  concerning  E.  Maury,  jr.,  that  1  thought  best  to 
communicate.  When  in  this  city  trying  to  have  his  baggage  released 
he  was  quite  free  with  a  certain  person  here.  He  said  to  him  that  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  himself  were  such  that  he  should  not  think 
at  all  strange  if  he  was  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette,  and  instructed  him 
what  to  do  concerning  his  effects  if  such  should  be  the  case.  He  as 
much  as  acknowledged  that  he  knew  he  was  violating  the  laws  of  the 
laud,  and  said  if  he  were  shot  or  his  head  pulled  off"  or  whatever  was 
done  to  him  he  never  would  reveal  who  put  this  correspondence  into 
his  possession  to  carry  South. 

He  had  several  hundred  dollars  in  gold  when  here  (this  we  learned 
after  he  left).  We  have  just  learned  that  he  left  a  package  in  safe  at 
Burnet  House,  Cincinnati.  We  have  not  learned  what  the  contents 
of  said  package  is  but  have  learned  that  the  same  has  been  seized  by 
U.  S.  officer.  This  package  may  contain  correspondence  of  such  a 
nature  that  he  dare  not  put  the  same  in  his  trunk.  He  says  he  is 
cousin  to  Lieutenant  Maury. 

I  believe  this  whole  Maury  tribe  are  as  full  of  secesh  as  an  egg  is  of 
meat. 

EespectfuUy,  yours,  _ 

CHAELES  J.  BALLAED, 

Collector. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  8,  1861. 
A.  0.  Sands,  Esq.,  U.  8.  Marshal,  Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

Arrest  Eutson  Maury  and  convey  liim  to  Fort  Warren.     Secure  all 
his  papers  and  send  them  here. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  8, 1861. 
A.  C.  Sands,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshal,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  has  been  received.  Tou  will 
please  forward  the  letters  mentioned  by  you  as  having  been  lefb  by 
Batson  Maury  to  this  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Cleveland,  November  8, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  my  dispatch  dated  November  7,  1861,  I  received 
yours  by  magnetic  telegraph  of  same  date  at  11  p.  m.,*  in  obedience  to 
which  I  herewith  forward  you  the  affidavits  t  of  Wilson  M.  Patterson 
and  Robinson  M.  N.  Taylor  in  substantiation  of  the  charge  embraced 
in  my  dispatch  of  yesterday.  As  to  the  letters  taken  from  said  Matthew 
F.  and  Rutson  Maury  as  stated  in  my  letter  of  yesterday  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  they  have  been  forwarded  to  A.  N.  Zevely,  esq., 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General  of  the  United  States,  agreeably 
to  instructions  to  the  postmaster  of  this  city.  Those  found  with  the 
baggage  of  M.  F.  Maury  were  forwarded  on  the  2d  day  of  November 
instant. 

I  beg  to  add  that  Matthew  F.  Maury  will  leave  for  Port  Lafayette  at 
9  p.  m.  this  day. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EARL  BILL, 

U.  8.  Marshal. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  9,  1861. 
Ward  H.  Lamon,  Esq.,  If.  S.  Marshal,  Washington. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  arrest  Rutson  Maury  and  deliver  him  into  the 
custody  of  the  provost-marshal  of  this  city.    Examine  his  person  and 
baggage  and  send  all  letters  and  other  papers  found  in  his  possession 
together  with  your  report  thereon  to  this  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

U.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  November  9, 1861. 
Hon.  P.  W.  Se-WARD, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
Dear  Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  November  8  for  the  arrest  of  Rutson 
Maury  is  at  hand.    I  send  you  by  mail  to- day  a  package  of  letters  left 

*  See  Seward  to  BiL,  p.  1043.  t  Omitted. 
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by  Maury  with  a  friend  in  this  city  who  is  a  loyal  citizen.    If  Maury 
returns  I  will  arrest  and  convey  him  to  Fort  Warren  as  per  your  order. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  SANDS, 

U,  8.  Marshal. 

Hdqbs.  City  Guard,  Provost  Marshal's  Office, 

[November  .9, 1861.] 
W,  Mure,  Esq.,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul,  New  Orleams. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  been  arrested  on  order  Secretary  of  State 
and  am  likely  to  remain  here  one  hour.  Herewith  is  copy  order  for 
arrest.* 

As  I  am  not  allowed  to  visit  you  or  Lord  Lyons,  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  minister,  on  my  parole,  I  judge  it  well  to  send  you  a  line. 
Very  truly,  yours,  - 

EUTSON  MAUEY. 

I  was  arrested  in  the  ofllce  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
while  looking  after  baggage  detained  at  Cleveland  by  his  own  appoint- 
ment. 

E.  M. 


Kew  York,  November  11, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  1  learn  that  my  nephew  Matthew  Fontaine  Maury,  a  cotton 
broker  at  New  Orleans,  was  arrested  in  Ohio  on  his  way  to  New  Orleans 
and  a  number  of  letters  found  in  his  trunk  and  that  he  has  been  lodged 
in  Fort  Lafayette.  I  hear  tbe  same  also  of  another  nephew,  Eutsou 
Maury,  jr.,  but  of  this  I  am  not  so  certainly  informed.  In  the  first  case 
his  trunk  and  all  his  clothing  and  effects  (except  what  he  had  on)  have 
been  seized  and  taken  from  him  and  it  may  be  the  same  with  Entson. 
I  therefore  hope  that  you  will  at  least  order  the  trunks,  &c.,  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  them,  if  not  their  release  from  confinement,  for  I  have  no  idea 
that  they  had  any  treasonable  intentions.  It  has  been  said  in  the  New 
York  papers  I  think  of  one  or  both  of  them  that  they  have  served  in 
the  Southern  army,  or  are  members  of  it,  but  this  is  not  true.  It  has  also 
been  said  that  they  came  northward  for  the  sole  purpose  of  carrying  a 
mail,  which  is  not  true  either. 

There  are  four  brothers  of  them  in  commercial  business  in  the  South, 
and  as  they  were  all  in  a  state  of  destitution  the  question  was  should 
they  go  into  the  army  or  try  to  get  a  support  in  some  other  way.  They 
decided  against  the  army,  and  the  chief  object  of  M.  F.  Maury  in 
coming  here  was  to  bring  a  bill  of  his  brother  James  on  Liverpool  for 
£120  for  negotiation  as  it  could  not  be  negotiated  at  New  Orleans  and 
the  chief  object  of  Eutson  was  to  receive  some  money  due  to  him  in 
Boston  as  a  member  of  the  late  firm  of  Maury  &  Wilder  at  Galveston, 
and  which  he  suspected  and  with  reason  that  his  partner  (Wilder)  now 
in  Boston  would  appropriate  to  his  (Wilder's)  own  use.  The  carrying 
of  letters  was  a  mere  incident,  as  I  beUeve,  to  the  chief  object  of  the 
journey  in  both  cases.  They  found  they  could  eke  out  their  slender 
resources  (both  having  been  almost  wholly  disappointed  in  their  chief 
objects  in  coming  North)  by  carrying  letters,  but  I  am  told  they  stipu- 

*  Omitted  here.    See  p.  1016  for  this  order  of  arrest. 
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lated  expressly  that  the  letters  should  be  purely  commercial  or  family 
letters  and  that  they  should  be  opeu  or  authoritj-  given  to  ojieu  them 
themselves  aud  that  they  should  contain  nothing  of  a  treasonable 
nature. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  hope  that  you  will  not  think  my  appli- 
cation unreasonable.  Their  parents  have  both  been  dead  some  years 
aud  they  have  their  Avay  to  make  in  the  world.  You  knew  Sarah 
Myttoii  Maury,  their  mother,  when  she  was  in  the  United  States  some 
years  ago.  M.  F.  Maury  is  unmarried.  Rutson  has  left  a  wife  and 
child  in  the  South  who  are  destitute  of  support.  Both  arc  in  delicate 
health  and  may  require  some  attention.  I  therefore  hope  you  will  also 
give  permission  for  their  brother,  Walker  Maury,  of  New  York,  to  see 
them  occasionally. 

It  is  perhaps  due  to  myself  to  say  that  iieither  I  nor  mj'  house  have 
received  any  letters  from  our  correspondents  in  the  South  nor  written 
any  thither  since  the  prohibition  (though  our  business  required  it  to  be 
done)  except  the  advice  from  New  Orleans  of  the  bill  for  £120.  If 
Commodore  Du  Pont  were  here  he  among  others  could  well  vouch  for 
my  loyalty  from  first  to  last. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

MATTHEW  MAURY. 

[Indorsement.] 

We  know  the  writer  of  the  above  and  know  him  to  be  loyal  to  the 
Union. 

JAMES  G.  KING  &  SONS. 
BROWN  BROS.  &  00. 
M.  H.  GRINNELL. 


Washington,  November  12, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  «&c. 

Sir:  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  mention  to  you  verbally  that 
information  has  reached  me  that  a  British  subject  named  Rutson  Maury 
has  been  arrested  by  order  of  the  executive  government  and  held  in 
confinement  in  this  city.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  give  me 
the  particulars  of  this  case. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  request  that  if  the  prisoner  be  not  immedi- 
ately released  you  will  give  the  orders  necessary  to  enable  a  member  of 
this.legation  to  visit  him. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  in  compliance  with  your  request  to  send  you  a 
copy  of  the  letter*  from  Mr.  Maury  to  Mr.  Mure  which  you  delivered  to 
me  yesterday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir.  youi'  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

LYONS, 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  November  13, 1861. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  yesterday  asking  for  particulars  respecting  Mr.  Rut- 
son Maury,  a  British  subject  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

*See  Maury  to  Muie,  November  9,  p.  1047. 
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In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Maury  was  arrested 
for  conveying  information  contrary  to  the  military  regulations  of  the 
United  States.  His  case  is  undergoing  examination  and  your  request 
for  his  discharge  cannot  be  complied  with  until  the  result  shall  show 
that  there  is  no  sufBcient  cause  for  his  further  detention. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  orders  have  been  given  to  Col. 
Martin  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Hamilton,  to  allow  any  member  of 
the  British  legation  to  visit  Mr.  Maury  at  Fort  Lafayette. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  November  13, 1861. 
Robert  Murray,  Esq.,  V.  S.  Marshal,  New  York. 

Sir:  Will  you  please  transfer  M.  F.  Maury  from  Fort  Lafayette, 
N.  Y.,  to  Fort  Independence,  Boston,  and  rei)ort  to  this  Department? 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  13,  1861. 
A.  C.  Sands,  Esq.,  U.  8.  Marshal,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  9th  instant  and  the  package  men- 
tioned have  been  duly  received.    In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
Eutson  Maury  was  arrested  in  this  city  and  is  now  in  Fort  Lafayette. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  November  13, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewabd,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  to-day  received  the  inclosed  letter  from  Mr.  William  L. 
Burt,  of  Boston,  in  relation  to  the  Maurys  now  in  custody.    Thinking 
the  information  he  gives  may  be  of  service  I  send  it  to  you. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Super  in  tendent. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Boston,  November  12, 1861. 
Hon.  John  A,  Kennedy,  Superintendent  of  Police. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  see  by  the  telegraph  that  "Jutson"  Maury  was 
arrested  in  Washington  at  the  Treasury  Department  and  will  probably 
come  under  your  care.  The  name  should  be  Eutson  Maury,  jr.  He 
belongs  in  Galveston,  Tex.,  and  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Maury 
&  Wilder.  He  is  a  secessionist  and  came  North  from  New  Orleans 
arriving  in  New  York  about  the  10th  of  October,  bringing  some  thou- 
sand letters  as  he  stated  of  all  kinds  and  for  secession  as  well  as  com- 
mercial purposes.  He  stated  that  he  brought  letters  under  the  seal  of 
the  British  consulate  (from  Mr.  Mure, the  British  consul  in  New  Orleans) 
containing  secession  information,  &c.,  for  parties  here  and  abroad. 
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I  think  evidence  can  be  obtained  showing  that  he  was  personally 
employed  by  the  rebels,  thinking  to  use  his  British  citizenship  as  a 
protection.  He  has  stated  to  parties  who  can  be  produced  before  the 
rebellion  that  he  was  born  in  Virginia  and  I  think  can  claim  nothing 
on  that  score  probably.  I  think  I  can  put  you  in  possession  of  any 
reasonable  amount  of  testimony  in  reference  to  him  and  had  endeavored 
myself  to  see  that  he  was  arrested  when  he  first  left  New  York  for  the 
South  nearly  two  weeks  since,  but  the  party  failed  to  find  you  in  New 
York. 

If  any  information  further  than  you  have  is  wanted  in  reference  to 
Rutson  Maury,  jr.,  or  Matthew  Fontaine  Maury,  arrested  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  his  brother,  let  me  know.  If  you  wish  any  further  information 
as  to  how  you  hear  from  me,  &c.,  I  have  inclosed  card  to  Frank  E. 
Howe,  the  Massachusetts  agent  in  Broadway  just  below  the  Astor. 
Yours,  truly, 

WILLIAM  L.  BCTET. 


Depaetment  of  State,  Washingtonj  November  16, 1861, 
Jonathan  Amoey,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

SiE:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  William  L. 
Burt,  esq.,  attorney  and  counselor  at  law,  whose  office  is  at  46  Wash- 
ington street,  Boston,  received  from  John  A.  Kennedy,  superintendent 
of  police.  New  York.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  call  upon  the 
writer  and  obtain  from  him  a  statement  under  oath  of  all  the  facts  and 
circumstances  in  reference  to  the  Maurys  in  his  possession  and  forward 
them  to  this  Department  by  post  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can  ? 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Depaetment  op  State,  Washington,  November  18, 1861. 
John  S.  Keyes,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshal,  Boston,  Mass. 

SiE:  From  letters  found  in  possession  of  the  Maurys  who  were 
recently  arrested  it  appears  that  Henry  C.  Wainwright,  of  Boston,  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  and  forwarding  correspondence  between 
parties  in  the  insurrectionary  States  and  their  sympathizers  in  Europe 
as  well  as  in  the  North.  Will  you  please  place  him  under  surveillance 
and  make  a  thorough  examination  of  his  person  and  premises  and  secure 
all  letters  and  other  papers  found  thereon  and  remit  them  with  your 
report  to  this  Department? 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Depaetment  op  State,  Washington,  November  18, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  Yorh. 

SiE:  From  extracts  which  were  found  iu  possession  of  the  Maurys 

recently  arrested  for  conveying  information  to  the  insurrectionary  States 

It  appears  that  the  following  persons  in  New  York  have  been  engaged 

in  receiving  and  forwarding  correspondence  between  parties  in  the 
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insurrectionary  States  and  tlieir  sympatliizeis  in  Europe  as  well  as  in 
the  loyal  States :  John  Munroe  &  Co.,  Charles  Le  Cesne,  C.  A.  Eobert, 
Maury  Bros.,  and  Mr.  Converse. 

Will  you  please  cause  a  quiet  but  thorough  watch  to  be  kept  over  the 
movements  of  these  parties  and  after  the  arrival  of  the  next  foreign 
mail  place  them  under  surveillance  and  seize  all  correspondence  and 
other  papers  and  send  them  with  your  report  to  this  Department? 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SBWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  19,  1861. 
Col.  Maktin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  You  will  permit  Mr.  Archibald,  the  British  consul  at  New 
York,  to  see  Eutson  Maury,  *  *  *  a  British  subject  now  confined 
at  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Post-Office  Department,  November  19, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  The  Postmaster-General  submits  to  your  notice  the  accompany- 
ing letter  from  William  L.  Burt,  esq.,  and  will  be  glad  to  receive  any 
suggestion  you  may  desire  to  make  as  to  the  matter  to  which  it  relates. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  P.  TEOTT, 

Chief  Clerk. 

[Inolosnre.] 

Boston,  November  15, 1861. 
Hon.  Montgomery  Blair,  U.  S.  Postmaster- General. 

Dear  Sir:  I  telegraphed  you*  relative  to  the  letters  of  Eutson 
Maury,  jr.,  and  Maury  &  Wilder,  as  I  knew  that  Eutson  Maury,  jr.,  had 
been  arrested  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  these  letters  if  resent, 
whether  directed  to  him  or  to  James  Maury  &  Co.,  New  Orleans,  or 
Maury  &  Wilder,  Galveston,  Tex.,  probably  contained  information  and 
plans  to  carry  out  a  scheme  to  have  all  the  cotton  in  the  exposed 
Southern  ports  transferred  to  English  hands.  This  plan  in  event  of 
confiscation  or  capture  would  save  the  cotton  and  in  event  the  ports 
were  opened  it  would  be  ready  for  a  profitable  market. 

Maury  is  an  Englishman  undoubtedly,  although  he  has  said  at  times 
he  was  an  American  and  has  been  spending  his  time  in  Louisiana  and 
Alabama  since  last  spring  and  is  in  open  sympathy  and  action  with  the 
rebels.  He  stated  here  in  Boston  that  he  brought  more  than  a  thousand 
letters  through  from  the  South;  also  that  he  had  the  seal  of  the  British 
consul  (Mure)  at  New  Orleans  to  protect  the  inclosures  for  Southern 
agents  abroad.  Maury  and  his  brother  were  engaged  iu  this  scheme 
for  getting  letters  through  probably  from  the  fact  of  their  English 
origin  and  acquaintance. 

The  letters  were  delivered  to  Mr.  Wainwright  here  in  Boston  before 
your  dispatch  arrived.    Four  of  them  for  Eutsoo  Maury,  jr.,  seven  of 

■Not  found. 
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them  for  James  Maury  &  Go.,  of  ISTew  Orleans,  were  forwarded  to  Maury 
Bros.,  Xew  York,  by  Mr.  Wainwriglit  before  wo  could  stop  tbem,  and 
I  ha^e  requested  the  postmaster  here  to  telegraph  Mr.  Kennedy,  chief 
of  police,  to  call  for  the  letters  iu  New  York  as  having  been  improperly 
delivered.  This  scheme  for  transferring  all  the  cotton  in  the  South  to 
English  hands  for  a  nominal  jjrice  is  being  carried  out  systematically 
and  agents  are  now  employed  in  Southern  cities  to  take  the  transfers. 
The  more  the  Government  can  learn  of  this  the  better  tliey  can  meet  it. 
Letters  with  the  same  superscription  as  above  will  come  for  JNIaury  by 
every  steamer  now  from  liurope  till  his  arrest  is  known  there.  These 
letters  will  pass  through  the  IJoston  and  New  York  offices.  Those  in 
Boston  being  directed  probably  to  care  of  Henry  O.  Wainwright  and  very 
likely  all  the  letters  for  delivery  w^ill  be  directed  to  him  or  to  his  care. 

Mr.  Wainwright  is  entirely  innocent  in  this  matter  no  doubt,  but  is 
used  by  Maury  from  the  fact  that  he  has  been  the  agent  for  these  par- 
ties before,  and  is  now  by  appointment  from  our  court  the  receiver  of 
the  late  firm  of  Maury  &  Wilder.  These  letters  for  the  next  few  weeks 
so  directed  will  probably  contain  much  political  information,  and  ought 
in  some  way  to  be  in  the  control  of  tlie  Government.  You  will  see  the 
importance  of  the  suggestion,  and  I  presume  Mr.  Wainwright  when- 
ever English  letters  are  delivered  to  him  will  be  willing  to  satisfy  the 
postmaster,  Mr.  Palfrey,  that  the  contents  or  inclosures  are  not  for 
Maury  or  his  friends,  and  if  for  tlieni  that  the  contents  are  legitimate. 

A  letter  in  reference  to  the  Maurys  is  on  file  in  the  State  Depart- 
ment. I  have  troubled  you  with  this  communication  believing  that  I 
possess  some  information  that  the  Government  could  use  to  advantage. 
I  was  surprised  that  letters  should  be  ordered  to  be  delivered  without 
an  examination  to  parties  under  arrest. 
I  am,  yours,  &c., 

WILLIAM  L.  BURT. 


TT.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Boston,  November  19, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  *  *  *  Matthew  F.  Maury, 
who  was  committed  to  Fort  Independence  on  Monday  last,  but  for 
whom  no  arrangements  had  been  made,  was  delivered  to  me  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel McPhersou,  in  command  there,  and  transferred  by  me  to 
Fort  Warren.  Colonel  McPherson  is  about  to  leave  for  the  West  where 
he  is  ordered  to  report  to  General  Halleck,  and  as  his  absence  will  leave 
the  fort  without  an  ofdcer  he  obtained  General  Butler's  order  for  the 
transfer  of  Maury  to  Fort  Warren,  and  I  transferred  him  accord- 
ingly.   *    *    * 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  KEYES, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


Boston,  November  19, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Your  esteemed  favor  of  16th  instant  was  only  received  this 
morning  with  copy  of  note  from  William  L.  Burt,  esq.  I  immediately 
called  on  that  gentleman  who  tells  me  tliat  he  will  commit  to  paper  his 
reasons  for  knowing  Mr.  Maury,  to  whom  you  allude,  to  be  "  a  dan- 
gerous secessiomst."    He  gave  me  much  reason  to  think  him  so.    The 
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Mr.  Wainwright  to  whose  care  the  letters  were  intrusted  is  a  distant  rel- 
ative of  mine  and  he  was  at  the  time  acting  under  the  court  in  winding 
up  tiie  affairs  of  Maury  &  Wilder,  and  I  obtained  from  him  the  within 
account  of  his  transactions,  and  as  lie  advised  my  writing  to  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy to  demand  the  letters  of  Maury  Bros,  sent  them  by  Mr.  Wain- 
wright 1  have  done  so.  I  trust  that  you  may  obtain  valuable  informa- 
tion from  tiiat  quarter.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  this  Mr.  Maury 
undertook  to  send  letters  at  $2.50  per  ounce.  I  shall  probably  receive 
by  to-morrow  morning  Mr.  Burt's  iiromised  communication. 
1  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JONATHAN  AMOEY, 
TJ.  8.  Dispatch  and  Passport  Agent. 

[Inclosure.] 

Boston,  November  19, 1861. 
J.  Amory,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir:  With  regard  to  your  inquiries  this  morning  as  to  my 
relations  with  Mr.  E.  Maury,  jr.,  I  first  became  acquainted  with  him  a 
year  ago  and  have  since  then  been  agent  in  this  city  for  his  firm,  Maury 
&  Wihler,  of  Galveston,  Tex.  During  the  summer  the  firm  was  dis- 
solved and  I  acted  as  his  agent  until  October  when  he  arrived  here. 
The  firm  being  embarrassed  1  was  appointed  by  the  supreme  judicial 
court  of  this  Commonwealth  as  tlie  receiver.  He  soor  after  left  for 
the  South  and  I  now  understand  that  he  is  under  arrest  by  order  of 
the  Government.  On  the  13th  instant  I  received  a  notice  through  the 
post  office  that  eighteen  letters  from  the  Dead-Letter  Office  were 
reieived  for  me.  The  next  day  1  received  another  notice  and  then 
Ciilled  and  took  the  letters  and  sent  eleven  to  Maury  Bros.,  New 
York.  Seven  of  them  were  directed  to  E.  Maury,  jr.,  and  four  to 
J.  Maury  &  Co.,  New'Orleans.  I  retained  seven  directed  to  Maury  & 
Wilder,  and  they  were  opened  and  examined  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Burt  and  found  to  be  purely  of  a  business  character. 

I  regret  that  1  sent  the  eleven  letters  to  New  York  but  it  never 
occurred  to  me  that  there  could  be  anything  in  them  except  business 
or  family  matters.  I  have  never  seen  or  corresponded  with  M.  F. 
Maury. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENKY  C.  WAINWEIGHT. 


Office  of  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  November  20, 1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  This  morning  1  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jonathan  Amory, 
agent,  Boston,  informing  me  that  Mr.  Henry  G.  Wainwright  had  sent 
eleven  letters  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Maury  Bros.,  5  Hanover  street, 
for  Mr.  Eutson  Maury,  jr.  I  immediately  dispatched  one  of  my  force 
to  obtain  those  letters  and  any  others  in  their  possession.  He  returned 
with  the  inclosed  letters*  addressed  to  sundry  persons  in  the  rebel 
States,  being  fifteen  more  than  the  number  forwarded  by  Mr.  Wain- 
wright. No  sort  of  objection  was  made  by  the  Mr.  Maury  in  charge 
when  the  demand  was  made.  

*  Omitted  as  uuimpoitant. 
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A  package  of  other  papers  belonging  to  the  firm  of  Maury  Bros, 
was  brought  to  me  but  upon  examination  I  do  not  find  anjiihing  in 
them  to  justify  their  being  withheld  and  shall  restore  them. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

I  sent  forward  the  envelope  with  the  letters  referred  to  above  but 
omitted  to  place  this*  in  it.  If  I  have  put  in  another  in  mistake  please 
return  the  same. 


Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  November  21, 1861. 
Hon.  MoNTGOMEEY  Blaie,  Postmoster- General,  Washington. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  19th  instant  inclosing  a  letter  from  William  L.  Burt,  esq., 
of  Boston,  relative  to  correspondence  intended  for  the  insurgents 
addressed  to  their  agents  in  Europe  under  cover  to  Mr.  Wainwright, 
of  Boston.  In  reply  I  have  to  suggest  that  since  Mr.  Wainwright 
appears  to  be  a  loyal  citizen  the  postmaster  at  Boston  be  directed  to 
deliver  the  letters  to  him,  but  at  the  same  time  to  inform  him  that  inas- 
much as  letters  relative  to  plans  for  breaking  the  blockade  and  fur- 
nishing information  to  the  insurgents  have  passed  through  his  hands 
it  is  expected  that  hereafter  he  (Wainwright)  will  not  send  such  letters 
forward  but  that  when  he  comes  in  possession  of  any  treasonable 
correspondence  he  will  deliver  it  to  the  U.  S.  marshal  for  the  district  of 
Massachusetts  to  be  forwarded  to  this  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  November  21, 1861. 
EOBEET  MuEEAT,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshal,  New  Yorh. 

SiE:  It  has  been  intimated  to  this  Department  that  M.  P.  and  Kut- 
son  Maury,  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  are  perhaps  suffering  from  the 
want  of  proper  clothing  by  reason  of  the  detention  of  their  trunks  by 
the  U.  S.  ofticers  of  the  northern  district  of  Ohio  who  have  filed  a  libel 
for  the  confiscation  of  the  same  with  their  contents.  You  will  please 
ascertain  the  facts  and  take  [such]  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 
provide  the  Maurys  with  needfnl  clothing. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  November  21, 1861. 
M.  H.  Geinnell,  Esq.,  New  York. 

SiE:  Your  letter  of  the  20th  instant  t  with  its  inclosure  has  been 
received.  In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  the  U.  S.  officers  of  the  northern 
district  of  Ohio  have  filed  a  libel  for  the  confiscation  of  the  trunks  and 
their  contents  belonging  to  M.  P.  and  Rutson  Maury,    Robert  Murray, 

*  IncIoBure  not  found. 

t Omitted;  merely  requested  that  the  trunks  and  propeity  of  the  Maurys  be  for- 
warded to  them  from  Ohio. 
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esq.,  TT.  S.  marshal  for  the  soathern  district  of  Kew  York,  has  been 
instructed  to  see  that  the  Maury  brothers  do  not  suffer  for  the  want  ot 
clothing. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Post-Office  Department,  Dead-Letter  Office, 

Washington,  B.  C,  November  22, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  send  you  eight  packages  of  letters  seized  by  U.  S. 
Marshal  Bill  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  A  copy  of  the  memorandum  sent  by 
the  marshal  is  inclosed  in  package. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  ZEVELT, 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

[iDClosnre.] 

U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Cleveland,  November  7, 1861. 
Memorandum  of  letters  found  in  E.  Maury's  trunk  this  day,  secreted 
in  a  shrewdly  contrived  and  secret  compartment  tliereof,  viz: 

Letters  directed  to  New  Orleans,  La 150 

Letters  directed  to  Richniond,  Va I 

Letters  directed  to  Montgomery,  Ala 1 

Letters  directed  to  Mobile,  Ala 17 

Letters  directed  to  parish  of  Saint  James,  La 2 

Letters  directed  to  parish  of  Saint  Landry,  I^a 1 

Letters  directed  to  Houston,  Tex 13 

Letters  directed  to  Charleston,  S.  C 1 

Letters  withont  direction  as  to  place 10 

Total 196 

BAEL  BILL, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

P.  S. — Letters  handed  E.  Cowles,  postmaster.  One  to  Petersburg, 
Va.,  not  on  the  above  list. 

Boston,  November  22, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  sent  in  my  last  respects  to  the  State  Department  Mr.  H.  C. 
Wainwright's  communication  respectmg  Mr.  Maury.  I  now  beg  to 
hand  [you]  Mr.  Burt's  statement,  which  gives  clear  views  of  the  subject 
and  probably  will  be  more  satisfactory  in  this  shape  although  previ- 
ously stated  to  me.  I  beg  to  annex  copy  of  letter  from  Mr.  Kennedy, 
superintendent  of  police  in  New  York,  to  whom  I  had  given  informa- 
tion respecting  the  letters  and  which  no  doubt  will  have  been  received 
by  the  Department  before  this.    *    *    * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JONATHAN  AMOEY, 
U.  S.  Dispatch  and  Passport  Agent. 

P.  S. —    »    *    *    jir^  Eeyes  called  on  me  this  morning  and  I  advised 
him  to  see  Mr.  Wainwright  who  will  give  him  all  information,  and  need 
not  be  told  of  Mi.  Keyes'  instructions. 
Bespectfolly, 

J.  A. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Boston,  November  22, 1861.  ■ 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  your  Department 
please  find  below  the  information  in  reference  to  the  Maurys  that  I 
liave  been  able  to  obtain  for  you. 

Eutson  JMaury,  jr.,  is  some  twenty-eight  or  thirty  years  of  age,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  business  for  the  last  few  years  in  Galveston,  Tex. 
He  has  been  one  of  the  partners  of  the  firm  of  Maury  &  Wilder,  of  Gal- 
veston, Tex.,  cotton  buyers.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  difficulties  with 
the  South  Maury  has  freely  expressed  his  sympathy  with  and  coutt- 
deuce  in  the  success  of  the  rebellion.  About  the  16th  of  April  last 
(1801)  he  left  Galveston  and  went  to  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  as  he  stated 
saw  the  ofificers  of  the  rebel  government  and  for  purposes  which  he 
did  not  he  said  wish  to  have  known.  He  went  I  think  from  there  to 
Charleston,  S.  C,  and  thence  to  Washington  and  New  York.  He  was 
North  until  about  May  6  when  he  left  Boston  and  New  York  for  Wash- 
ington and  the  South.  He  stated  in  the  cars  on  his  way  that  if  he  car- 
ried through  certain  matters  for  the  South  that  he  had  in  his  charge 
he  was  to  receive  $300  and  his  expenses  paid,  and  he  sent  through  all 
his  luggage  consisting  of  several  trunks  by  express  taking  nothing 
with  himself  but  a  small  satchel  He  did  not,  however,  return  to  Gal- 
veston, butwas  at  the  South — in  NewOrleans,  Mobile  and  other  places — 
and  during  the  month  of  August  was  at  CuUum's  Springs,  Choctaw 
County,  Ala. 

In  September  he  went  to  Galveston,  and  from  there  back  to  New 
Orleans  and  then  started  North.  He  came  by  the  way  of  Louisville 
and  arrived  here  probably  not  far  from  the  10th  or  12th  of  October. 
He  stated  to  various  parties  that  he  brought  on  letters  from  the 
South — over  a  thousand — protected  by  the  consular  seal  of  British 
Consul  Mure,  of  New  Orleans.  He  delivered  a  great  many  letters,  and 
stated  in  my  presence  that  he  forwarded  English  letters  that  he 
brought  through.  He  delivered  letters  to  Lewis  L.  Squier  or  Squires, 
but  whether  political  or  not  I  do  not  know — probably  not,  however. 
He  delivered  letters  and  made  statements  to  John  P.  Bitter,  No.  132 
Broadway,  New  York  City.  He  told  Mr.  Bitter  how  he  brought  the 
letters  from  New  Orleans ;  of  the  abuse  of  the  consul's  seal.  He  said 
he  was  on  his  journey  stopped  by  the  officials;  paid  them  $100  to 
permit  him  to  take  his  packages  through. 

His  arrangements  for  correspondence  have  been  made,  and  the 
letters  are  to  come  to  the  care  of  or  under  cover  to  Henry  C.  Wain- 
wright,  of  Boston,  as  I  have  suggested  in  a  previous  letter  to  the 
Post-OflBce  Department,  and  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Amory,  U.  S.  dispatch 
agent  here.  And  I  think  it  all  important  that  their  contents  should 
be  known  to  the  Government.  The  other  letter  will  convey  all  the 
information  upon  this  point  that  I  have. 

The  family  consists  of  brothers  James  Maury,  of  New  Orleans; 
Eutson  Maury,  jr.,  now  under  arrest;  William  Maury,  of  the  Arm  of 
Maury  &  Hogg,  of  New  Orleans;  Matthew  F.  Maury,  clerk  for  James 
Eareshide,  of  New  Orleans,  also  under  arrest;  Walker  Maury,  clerk 
for  Maury  Bros.,  New  York  (Maury  Bros,  are  uncles),  and  another 
brother  who  is  preparing  for  some  ])rofession  in  New  York.  As  to 
what  Maury  undertook  to  carry  South  in  the  shape  of  letters,  corre- 
spondence, &c.,  the  Department  of  course  have  the  best  information  in 
the  letters  themselves. 
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Mr.  Wilder,  of  the  firm  of  Maury  &  Wilder,  is  here  in  Boston  and  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  his  father  being  a  manufacturer  in  the  town 
of  Lancaster,  Mass.  He  can  be  seen  at  my  office  at  any  time  and  ■will 
give  with  pleasure  any  information  in  this  or  any  matter  that  will  assist 
the  Government.  He  has  been  to  Washington  onceinreference  to  affairs 
in  Texas  and  will  probably  be  on  again  before  long.  The  firm  of 
]\Iaury  &  Wilder  had  all  their  property  that  is  left  them  in  the  shape 
of  cotton  in  the  hands  of  George  M.  Barnard,  of  Boston,  and  one  small 
consignment  to  Liverpool.  The  debts  here  will  probably  exhaust  the 
funds  if  a  settlement  is  ever  made  and  I  am  not  aware  that  Maury  has 
any  other  iiecuniary  interest  in  any  matters  that  the  Government  can 
reach.  Mr.  Wainwright  (Henry  C.)  is  acting  as  receiver  for  the  firm 
and  for  that  reason  and  his  i)revious  acquaintance  probably  he  acted  as 
the  agent  for  receiving  and  transmitting  Maury's  correspondence. 
Mr.  Wainwright  says  he  never  directed  or  requested  the  letters  for- 
warded to  him  for  the  Maurys  by  the  Post-Office  Department  and  if 
he  did  of  course  that  Department  has  his  letter  or  letters  on  file.  It 
may  be  that  Maury  signed  his  name  without  his  knowledge  or  authority. 
I  should  like  to  know  the  facts.  Will  you  see  how  the  matter  is  in  the 
Post-Office  Department? 
Yours,  truly, 

WM.  L.  BTJET. 


New  Toek,  November  22, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

My  Deae  Sie  :  I  inclose  a  letter  from  Mr.  Maury.  He  feels  very 
bad.  Can't  you  give  instructions  as  to  his  letters?  Certainly  he  is  a 
loyal  man  and  has  so  conducted  himself  all  through  these  troubles. 
He  is  in  business  in  this  city  and  has  many  correspondents  in  England. 
The  detention  of  his  letters  is  a  serious  matter  and  may  cause  him  much 
trouble. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

M.  H.  GEESTNELL. 

[InclOBure.] 

New  Yoek,  November  22, 1861. 
Hon.  AViLLiAM  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

SiK:  When  I  returned  to  my  office  (Maury  Bros.)  two  days  ago  after 
an  absence  of  about  two  hours  I  found  that  two  policemen  had  been 
there  ransacking  my  papers  and  a  tin  bank  box  (which  I  held  for 
another  party  and  which  contained  about  $80,000  of  bonds  and  stocks), 
acting  under  an  order  from  you  or  Superintendent  Kennedy  as  I  under- 
stood from  the  youth  in  my  office.  They  carried  off  a  number  of  let- 
ters, memoranda,  &c.,  for  which  they  gave  no  receipt.  Superintendent 
Kennedy  on  my  personal  ai^plication  has  returned  to  me  a  quantity  of 
papers  and  letters  which  he  says  are  all  that  were  taken  except  some 
letters  which  he  has  sent  to  you,  but  the  truth  of  which  I  may  be 
unable  to  ascertain  for  some  time  to  come. 

Among  the  letters  sent  to  you  are  some  dead  letters  which  came  to 
us  from  Boston  and  a  portion  of  a  quantity  of  letters  received  from 
Europe  to  be  forwarded  to  the  South  and  which  have  been  accumulat- 
ing for  months  (without  our  having  forwarded  any)  though  we  wrote 
to  England  that  we  should  not  forward  any  until  we  could  do  so  legally. 
Be  good  enough  to  return  all  these  letters  and  any  other  papers  to  us. 
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I  find  to-day  that  our  letters  by  the  steamer  Asia  have  been  stopped 
by  your  order.  A  letter  from  Washington  has  been  detained  one  day  by 
being  opened,  and  the  delay  of  our  letters  by  the  previous  steamer 
which  I  had  supposed  to  be  purely  accidental  has  probably  been  caused 
by  a  like  stojjpage.  I  am  aware  tliat  you  have  to  do  many  things  to 
guard  against  treason,  &<;.,  but  1  hereby  protest  against  the  aforenamed 
acts  in  behalf  of  my  house,  Maury  Bros.,  in  case  any  loss  or  damage 
should  occur  thereby.  We  suffer  great  inconvenience  from  not  having 
our  English  letters  because  we  cannot  answer  them  by  to-morrow's 
steamer,  and  very  probably  some  loss  of  which  I  cannot  judge  until 
I  get  them.  If  it  is  necessary  that  the  letters  of  my  house  should  be 
stopped,  but  for  which  I  know  no  other  reason  than  that  my  name  is 
Maury,  I  should  be  particularly  obliged  to  you  to  name  some  person  to 
read  them  here  at  the  post-office  that  I  may  get  them  without  greater 
delay  than  an  hour  or  so. 

As  I  have  a  suspicion  that  all  these  things  are  concocted  by  a  con- 
spiracy in  Boston  I  asked  Superintendent  Kennedy  whether  the  search 
arose  from  Walker  Maury  naming  to  his  brother  in  Fort  Lafayette  that 
we  had  a  number  of  letters  for  him  (the  dead  letters  before  named)  and 
of  which  information  the  ]iolicemen  at  the  fort  took  a  memorandum. 
He  said  "  !N^o."  I  then  asked  if  it  arose  from  information  from  Boston  but 
he  refused  to  answer.  I  have  seen  him  again  on  this  subject  after  first 
seeing  Police  Commissioner  Bowen  and  he  said  the  information  was 
from  your  office.  I  then  asked  whether  tlie  order  from  you  was  the 
result  of  information  received  by  him  from  Boston  and  sent  to  you 
which  he  refuses  to  tell  me.  It  is  important  to  trace  up  the  origin  of 
the  whole  matter  and  if  the  order  upon  which  you  acted  came 
through  SuperintCTident  Kennedy  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  send  me 
an  order  to  Superintendent  Kennedy  to  tell  me  all  about  it.  If  not 
through  him  I  shall  be  equally  obliged  by  your  giving  me  the  informa- 
tion. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

M.  MAURY. 

P.  S.— I  beg  leave  to  add  I  feel  that  I  have  been  treated  with  gross 
and  careless  injustice.  An  important  reason  for  revoking  the  exequa- 
tur of  Consul  Barclay,  of  this  city,  during  the  Crimean  war  was  tliat 
he  had  acted  upon  the  information  of  policemen  and  spies  in  regard  to 
the  bark  Maury  instead  of  applying  to  Mr.  A.  A.  Low,  the  owner,  and 
to  those  who  knew  him  and  his  business.  I  claim  that  I  am  entitled  to 
the  same  consideration  as  Mr.  A.  A.  Low.  Nevertheless  I  am  willing 
to  pass  over  these  indignities  thus  far  if  there  is  reason  to  suppose  they 
were  in  any  way  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  country. 

M.  M. 

U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Boston,  November  23,  1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  I  have  duly  received  yours  of  the  15th  and  18th  instant  and 
have  previously  written  you  of  my  action  in  the  premises  as  directed 
by  your  telegram  of  the  15th  instant.    *     *    * 

In  the  matter  of  Henry  C.  Wainwright  I  have  had  a  conference  with 
J.  Amory,  esq.,  TJ.  S.  dispatch  agent,  who  informs  me  that  he  has  writ- 
ten to  you  inclosing  a  letter  from  William  L.  Burt,  esq.,  on  the  same 
subject.    I  then  waited  on  Mr.  Wainwright  and  saw  and  read  all  his 
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letter  books  aud  accounts  connected  with  the  Maurys,  and  examined 
him  iu  relation  to  them.  His  acquaintance  began  with  E.  Maury,  jr., 
one  year  ago  when  he  took  the  agency  here  for  the  firm  of  Maury  & 
Wilder,  of  Galveston,  Tex.  Upon  the  return  from  the  South  iu  Octo- 
ber of  E.Maury,  jr.,  several  letters  from  Europe,  which  had  been  received 
by  Mr.  Wainwright  from  the  Boston  postolfice,  beiug  directed  to  his 
care,  were  handed  to  E.  Maury,  jr.,  to  whom  they  were  addressed,  and 
read  by  him  in  Wainwright's  presence.  They  were  business  letters 
from  a  cotton  house  in  Liverpool  and  Mr.  Wainwright  thinks  had  no 
improper  communications  in  them;  at  any  rate  knew  of  none  if  there 
were  any. 

During  Maury's  stay  in  Boston  he  told  Mr.  Wainwright  that  he  had 
or  should  write  to  the  Dead-Letter  Offlce  for  his  letters  to  be  sent  to 
Boston  and  did  so,  but  whether  in  Wainwright's  name  or  in  his  own 
Wainwright  does  not  remember.  The  notice  of  the  Dead  Letter  Offlce 
came  to  Wainwright  after  Maury  had  left,  and  he  not  understanding  it 
waited  till  the  Boston  post-office  notified  him  when  he  called  and  took 
the  letters  which  had  been  forwarded  from  the  Dead-Letter  Office,  seven 
of  which  being  addressed  to  the  firm  of  Maury  &  Wilder,  of  whom  he 
is  the  receiver,  he  opened  and  found  to  be  simply  business  letters.  He 
has  them  still,  and  I  examined  them  and  could  see  nothing  wrong  in 
them.  The  other  eleven  •which  were  addressed  to  the  other  Maury  he 
sent  to  New  York  and  informed  Mr.  Amory,  so  that  they  were  obtained 
and  you  have  them  now.  He  has  brought  me  another  which  arrived 
to-day  by  the  Asia  which  I  inclose*  herewith. 

The  whole  action  on  his  part  has  been  simply  a  straightforward 
business  transaction  and  without  a  thought  of  harm.  I  think  that  E. 
Maury,  jr.,  directed  his  European  letters  to  be  sent  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
Wainwright,  Boston,  when  he  was  going  North,  and  then  being  in  Bos- 
ton he  used  Wainwright's  name  to  get  those  from  the  Dead-Letter 
OfiBce.  Mr.  Wainwright  is  a  very  sound,  loyal  Union  man,  and  is  very 
indignant  that  Maury  should  have  done  anything  to  compromise  him. 
He  is  iu  the  interests  of  Wilder  against  Maury  in  their  partnership 
transactions,  and  will  do  everything  fair  and  honorable  to  assist  the 
Government. 

If  there  are  any  facts  beyond  the  direction  of  the  letters  to  his  care 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  them  that  I  may  make  further  inquiries,  and 
would  like  also  the  order  to  the  Dead-Letter  Office  that  I  may  see  if  it 
is  in  Wainwright's  handwriting. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  KEYES, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


FoKT  Lapayette,  New  York  Harbor,  November  23, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  A  period  of  fourteen  days  has  elapsed  since  my  arrest  in  Wash 
ington  and  beyond  the  fact  of  letters  on  family  and  business  relations 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  which  were  handed  to  me 
by  friends  in  New  York  being  found  in  my  baggage,  I  know  of  no 
charge  that  can  be  brought  or  exists  against  me.  If  any  it  is  false. 
The  contents  of  the  letters  I  am  totally  ignorant  of  as  1  did  not  sup- 
pose any  friend  would  knowingly  act  treasonably. 

*  Not  found. 
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I  can  assure  you  on  the  honor  of  a  gentleman  that  I  have  at  no  time 
had  any  communication  or  correspondence  of  a  political  character  or 
been  engaged  in  or  a  party  to  any  act  of  rebellion  with  any  person  or 
persons  either  on  this  or  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  North,  South, 
East  or  West.  In  evidence  of  my  neutrality  there  is  in  possession  of 
the  Treasury  Department  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  William  Mure,  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at  New  Orleans,  which  I  handed  to  Mr,  Har- 
rington, Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prior  to  my  arrest.  My 
business  alone  and  my  family  who  arrived  from  England  at  New  Orleans 
in  May  last  have  solely  engrossed  my  attention  since  I  left  Liverpool 
twelve  mouths  since.  My  business  as  a  cotton  buyer  for  England  and 
the  North  is  at  an  end  for  some  time,  hence  my  object  in  going  South 
was  my  family. 

Now,  sir,  allow  me  to  ask  you  as  an  act  of  humanity,  looking  at  my 
guiltlessness  of  any  intention  of  acting  wrongfully,  some  clemency  which 
I  would  also  seek  from  the  friendship  and  esteem  felt  by  my  mother 
(Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Maury)  toward  yourself.  My  wife  is  and  has  been  long  an 
invalid,  a  stranger  where  she  is  (Bladen  Springs,  Ala.),  and  where  she 
has  been  ever  since  her  first  arrival  in  this  country  and  moreover  desti- 
tute of  funds  as  owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country  I  could  not 
draw  a  bill  on  any  quarter  prior  to  my  leaving  the  South. 

At  least  if  I  am  still  to  remain  in  conflnem.ent  allow  me  the  privilege 
of  knowing  how  long  I  am  sentenced  for,  and  if  not  asking  you  to  grant 
too  great  a  favor  grant  me  a  permit  to  write  to  my  wife  through  General 
Wool  at  Fortress  Monroe  to  inform  her  of  my  position. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ETJT80N  MAUEY,  Jr. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  29, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 

Sir  :  The  letter  addressed  to  Maury  Bros,  sent  hither  shows  that 
that  house  has  been  made  a  medium  of  communication  for  those  violat- 
ing the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  hostility  to  this  Government. 
This  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  view  of  the  safety  of  the  Govern- 
ment itself.  If,  however,  the  representative  of  the  house  at  New  York 
will  give  his  parole  that  the  practice  shall  be  discontinued,  and  that 
he  will  receive  and  transmit  no  letters  having  for  their  object  to  evade 
the  blockade  or  to  do  any  other  act  of  hostility  toward  the  United  States 
the  correspondence  of  the  house  may  tlien  be  delivered  to  them. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Office  of  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  December  2,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  To-day  I  called  on  Messrs.  Charles  Le  Oesne  and  Caesar 
Augustus  Eobert  and  returned  to  them  the  letters  you  returned  to  me 
belonging  to  these  gentlemen.  They  expressed  themselves  entirely 
satisfied  with  the  course  the  Government  had  taken  toward  them ;  very 
satisfactorily  explained  the  manner  in  which  they  were  induced  to  for- 
ward letters  South  that  had  come  into  their  possession  in  a  legitimate 
way;  readily  agreed  to  any  stipulation  submitted  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
position of  any  similar  letters  they  may  receive, 

On  the  contrary  Mr.  Maury  endeavored  to  treat  the  proceeding 
lightly.    He  spoke  very  contemptuously  of  the  course  the  Govern- 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1061 

ment  had  taken  and  derided  the  idea  of  two  of  his  letters  being  trea- 
son able.  His  remarks  were  rather  defiant  than  otherwise  when  I  deemed 
it  proper  to  caution  him  that  a  continuance  of  the  course  he  had  here- 
tofore pursued  would  subject  him  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  more  decided 
manner.  I  delivered  to  him  the  three  letters  you  returned  to  me. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Stiperintendent. 


[British  Legation,]  Washington,  December  5, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  &c. 

Sir  :  The  open  letters  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  send  to  me  with 
your  informal  note  of  the  30th  ultimo  were  from  Mr.  Eutson  Maury  and 
Mr.  Matthew  F.  Maury,  two  brothers,  who  are  detained  as  political  pris- 
oners in  Fort  Lafayette. 

On  the  case  of  Mr.  Eutson  Maury  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to 
communicate  with  you. 

Mr.  Matthew  F.  Maury  states  that  he  believes  that  the  offense  for 
which  he  is  imprisoned  is  that  of  carrying  letters  between  the  Northern 
and  the  Southern  States.  He  declares  that  the  letters  of  which  he  took 
charge  with  this  object  were  simply  private  letters;  that  he  prac- 
ticed no  concealment  about  them  and  that  he  was  not  conscious  that 
in  carrying  them  he  was  committing  an  act  contrary  to  law,  I  do 
myself  the  honor  to  communicate  these  statements  to  you  in  the  hope 
that  they  will  receive  due  attention  in  the  consideration  of  the  case.  Mr. 
Matthew  F.  Maury  particularly  requests  that  his  trunk  containing  his 
personal  eftects,  which  appears  to  have  been  detained  at  Cleveland,  may 
be  restored  to  him.  I  write  of  course  under  the  impression  that  Mr. 
Matthew  F.  Maury,  as  well  as  his  brother,  Mr.  Eutson  Maury,  is  a  Brit- 
ish subject  who  has  not  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 


Washington,  December  4, 1861. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir  :  You  were  so  good  as  to  inform  me  in  the  note  which  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  19th  ultimo  that  orders  had  been 
given  to  permit  Mr.  Archibald,  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  to 
see  Mr.  Butson  Maury,  a  British  subject  confined  as  a  political  prisoner 
in  Fort  Lafayette, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  report  made  to  me 
by  Mr,  Archibald  of  the  result  of  a  visit  which  he  paid  to  Mr.  Maury 
in  virtue  of  this  permission.  I  trust  that  you  will  allow  the  statement 
made  in  it  to  have  due  weight  in  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Maury's  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

[Inclosnre.] 

British  Consulate,  New  York,  November  30, 1861. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  K.  C.  B,,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your  lordship  that  I  have 
visited  at  Fort  Lafayette  Mr,  Eutson  Maury,  jr,,  who  was  arrested  at 
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Washington  about  the  5th  instant  and  subsequently  transferred  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  Mr.  Maury  is  a  native  of  England  not  naturalized  in  this 
country;  is  twenty-seven  years  of  age  and  has  resided  for  about  a  year 
at  Galveston  in  Texas  carrying  on  business  there  as  a  cotton  broker. 
He  is  married  and  his  wife  and  child  are  resident  in  Alabama. 

Mr.  Maurv's  business  affairs  having  been  greatly  damaged  by  means 
of  the  civil  war  and  as  he  states  misconduct  of  his  partner  in  business 
he  came  Iforth  to  Boston  where  his  partner  resided  in  April,  returned 
to  Ifew  Orleans  in  May  and  from  thence  to  Galveston  where  he  remained 
until  September  when  his  business  affairs  again  required  his  presence 
in  Boston  where  he  remained  until  some  time  in  October  when  he  came 
to  Kew  York  and  determined  to  return  to  New  Orleans  and  rejoin  his 
family  in  Alabama  with  the  intention  of  spending  the  winter  there. 

While  in  the  North  he  undertook  to  convey  to  the  South  a  number  of 
commercial  letters  almost  all  of  which  had  been  received  fiom  England, 
France  and  Germany  addressed  to  commercial  houses  in  the  South. 
He  received  these  letters,  numbering  in  all  some  200  or  300,  from  various 
persons.  He  says  he  did  not  consider  it  was  unlawful  or  improper  for 
him  to  carry  merely  private  or  commercial  letters  such  as  these.  While 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  his  way  South  his  baggage  was  taken  possession 
of  by  the  police  and  detained  on  account  of  letters  being  found  in  his 
trunk.  Mr.  Maury  thereupon  returned  to  Washington  to  obtain  resti- 
tution of  his  luggage  which  after  interviews  which  he  had  with  some 
members  of  the  Government  was  directed  to  be  restored  to  him  in  case 
nothing  more  objectionable  than  what  had  been  reported  were  discov- 
ered in  his  luggage.  A  further  search  being  made  more  letters  as  Mr. 
Maury  supposes  were  found  in  a  secret  compartment  of  his  trunk 
which  may  not  have  been  previously  perceived.  These  letters  he  says 
were  of  the  same  character  as  those  which  had  first  been  discovered 
no  distinction  being  made  in  the  packing  of  them  away,  and  it  being 
necessary  on  account  of  the  number  of  them  to  make  use  of  the  secret 
compartment.  On  the  report  to  the  Government  of  this  fresh  discov- 
ery Mr.  Maury  was  arrested  and  has  since  been  detained  as  a  prisoner. 

Mr.  Maury  states  that  he  has  never  at  any  time  intermeddled  in  the 
politics  of  the  country,  and  solemnly  assures  me  that  he  has  never  in 
any  way  taken  part  with  the  insurgents;  that  reports  which  have  gone 
abroad  that  he  had  served  in  the  Southern  army  or  militia  are  utterly 
unfounded;  that  in  consenting  to  convey  these  commercial  letters  to 
the  South  which  had  been  accumulating  here  for  some  time  his  object 
was  in  the  first  place  to  make  his  journey  useful  to  parties  who  had  been 
unable  to  communicate  with  their  partners  and  agents  in  New  Orleans 
on  business  matters,  and  secondly,  although  he  made  no  stipulation  to 
this  effect,  he  hoped  to  receive  some  remuneration  for  the  servi(!e  wliich 
in  his  reduced  circumstances  would  have  contributed  toward  defraying 
expenses. 

The  ingenuousness  with  which  Mr.  Maury  makes  his  statement  and 
all  that  he  details  of  the  circumstances  of  his  case  convince  me  that  in 
taking  charge  of  the  letters  in  question  he  believed  he  couid  ninocently 
carry  letters  of  a  purely  commercial  and  private  nature  and  he  stipu- 
lated that  none  of  the  letters  delivered  to  him  should  contain  political 
intelligence  of  any  kind,  and  further  should  be  opened  if  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  this  fact. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  M.  ARCHIBALD. 


SUSPECTED    AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1063 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  5, 1861, 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord:  1  Lave  tlie  houor  of  replying  to  your  lordship's  note  of 
the  3d  instant  which  relates  to  the  cases  of  Rutson  Manry  and  Matthew 
F.  Maury. 

These  persons  were  arrested  for  having  passed  the  lines  of  the  army 
without  permission  of  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  and  in  the 
act  of  preparing  for  again  crossing  the  same  lines  without  such  author- 
ity, and  in  dnect  violation  of  well-known  regulations  established  by 
the  Governmeut. 

They  were  combined  in  business  and  that  business  was  the  carrying 
for  hire  of  correspondence  between  insurgent  citizens  and  their  con- 
federates in  the  United  States  and  in  Europe.  On  examination  it  was 
found  that  this  correspondence  was  secreted  with  fraudulent  design  to 
escape  exposure.  Much  of  the  correspondence  was  found  to  have  for  its 
objects,  first,  premeditated  violation  of  the  blockade;  second,  the  trea- 
sonable suiiply  of  the  insurgents  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 

The  illegal  and  treasonable  practices  in  which  tliey  were  engaged 
must  be  prevented.    These  jiersons  are  detained  with  that  view. 

1  have  inquired  concerning  the  trunk  of  Matthew  F.  Maury  and  I 
learn  that  it  is  libeled  with  a  view  to  the  confiscation  of  the  trunk  itself 
aud  its  contents  by  judicial  proceeding  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  tliese  young  men  have  by  such  palpable  acts 
of  hostility  to  the  United  States  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  public 
safety  that  they  be  detained  in  custody.  It  is  proper  to  say  that  the 
authorities  in  whose  custody  they  are  were  early  instructed  to  supply 
them  with  whatever  of  clothing  aud  other  things  should  be  necessary 
for  their  comfort. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM   H.  SEWAKD. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  Decemher  5, 1861. 
Eight  IIou.  Lord  Lyons^  &c. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  yesterday  relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Kutson  Maury, 
a  British  subject  confined  as  a  political  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafayette  and 
to  inform  you  in  reply  that  I  see  nothing  in  it  to  alter  the  conclusion 
come  to  on  the  subject  iu  my  previous  note  to  you  of  this  date. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yoiir  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration.  „,^T,.r.T,T^ 

WILLIAM   H.  SEWARD. 

New  York,  December  3, 1861, 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  cfcc. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  30th  of  November  in  company 
with  letters  from  sundry  persons  on  the  subject  respecting  the  strange 
and  unexplained  detention  of  sundry  letters  belonging  to  Maury 
Bros.  The  inconvenience  we  are  subjected  to  m  consequence  njust 
be  my  excuse  for  again  troubling  you.  On  2d  instant  Superintendent 
Kennedy  delivered  some  letters  to  us  which  he  had  received  open  from 
your  Department,  telling  us  two  were  detained  by  you  as  apparently 
of  a  treasonable  nature,  which  two  I  suppose  must  be  from  my  brother, 
Eutsou  Maury,  and  from  T.  &  H.  Idttledale  &  Co.,  or  from  the  acting 
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head  of  that  house,  John  Terr;  nor  have  I  any  of  our  letters  per  Can- 
ada, which  ought  to  be  dated  14th,  15th  or  16th  of  November,  as  the  two 
detained  from  the  Asia  ought  to  be  dated  7th,  8th  or  9th. 

I  cannot  possibly  imagine  anything  treasonable  in  the  two  letters  in 
question,  and  even  if  there  were  any  treasonable  propositions  in  them 
I  maintain  that  they  are  as  safe  from  doing  any  harm  in  my  custody  as 
in  any  other.  Torr  or  Littledale's  letter  may  possibly  reply  to  mine  of 
22d,  in  which  I  urged  for  the  twentieth  or  thirtieth  time  that  opinion  in 
England  must  turn  more  and  more  in  favor  of  the  power  and  resources 
of  the  North  at  the  expense  of  the  South,  &c.  And  my  brother's 
letter  will  probably  contain  the  resnlt  of  the  applications  which  he 
intended  to  make  personally  to  our  friends  in  London  to  send  us  orders 
to  buy  7.30  per  cent.  Treasury  notes.  It  may  also  contain  remarks 
upon  our  two  nephews  who  had  arrived  from  the  South  and  whom  you 
now  have  in  confinement.  We  must  say  we  are  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
divine  any  rational  cause  for  this  suspicion  of  us.  We  repeat  again 
that  we  have  not  written  a  letter  to  the  South  that  we  know  of  nor 
have  we  forwarded  any  European  letters  to  the  South  since  it  was  made 
illegal  though  we  have  heard  of  opportunities  almost  weekly. 
With  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  MAUET. 


New  yoRK,  December  11, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  &c.,  Washington. 

Sir  :  On  Saturday  afternoon,  7th  instant,  Mr.  Grinnell  read  to  me 
your  letter  of  5th  to  him.  I  am  greatly  surprised  at  your  report  that 
"the  correspondence  addressed  to  them  (Maury  Bros.)  and  through 
their  care  to  others  and  intercepted  and  now  in  the  State  Department 
conclusively  shows  that  this  house  has  been  and  is  yet  expected  to  be 
engaged  in  violating  the  blockade."  As  I  am  utterly  unconscious  of 
any  disloyalty  to  the  Union  unless  it  can  be  deemed  disloyal  to  have 
failed  to  inform  the  authorities  that  my  nephews  were  here,  having 
brought  letters  from  the  South  in  October  and  contemplating  carrying 
letters  (purely  commercial  and  family  letters  as  I  understood)  back  to 
the  South,  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  can  satisfactorily  explain  matters  if 
I  am  only  told  fiilly  and  precisely  what  I  am  to  explain.  In  the  first 
place  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  "blockade"  means  marine  block- 
ade or  the  land  blockade  of  letters,  &c.,  and  whether  "has  been"  refers 
to  "expected"  or  to  "engaged."  If  marine  is  intended  I  deny  any 
knowledge  whatever  of  having  violated  it  or  having  been  or  being 
expected  to  violate  it,  and  if  "has  been"  refers  to  "expected"  I  cannot 
be  responsible  for  the  expectations  of  others.  I  certainly  have  no  sus- 
picion who  the  expecters  are  and  1  should  be  glad  to  know. 

It  would  appear  therefore  that  the  suspicion  of  my  house  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned  arises  entirely  from  my  captured  nephews.  I  have  noth- 
ing to  alter  in  the  explanation  of  the  letter  carrying  which  1  wrote  to 
you  some  days  before,  22d  ultimo,  but  I  may  add  some  things  in  further 
explanation.  I  have  already  said  that  I  had  four  nephews  in  the 
South.  I  gave  here  to  one  of  them  $200  to  be  divided  in  certain  pro- 
portions, having  said  that  none  was  to  go  to  such  as  might  have  entered 
the  army  and  I  gave  it  because  I  knew  the  two  left  in  the  South  to  be 
destitute  and  to  have  regarded  our  wish  that  none  of  them  should  enter 
the  army.  Three  of  them  at  least  being  of  a  temperament  to  render 
it  probable  that  they  would  go  into  the  army  I  felt  the  more  favorably 
toward  them  because  they  regarded  our  wishes  and  suffered  extreme 
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destitution  (to  tlie  degree  of  trying  to  pawn  their  watches,  &c.,  for  sup- 
port, as  corroborated  by  a  relative  of  the  family  who  saw  them  at  New 
Orleans)  rather  than  enter  the  army.  They  could  not  come  northward 
without  money.  The  one  to  look  (in  vain,  alas)  for  his  funds  in  Boston 
and  the  other  at  a  later  day  to  bring  hither  a  bill  of  exchauge  on  Liv- 
erpool for  £120  which  James  Maury,  hearing  of  the  rise  of  cotton  at 
Liverpool,  thought  he  might  venture  to  draw  but  which  was  wholly 
unsalable  there  and  proved  to  be  equally  so  here. 

They  had  borrowed  until  they  could  borrow  no  more,  and  with  little 
prospect  but  of  enlistment  before  them  were  utterly  at  a  loss  what  to 
do  when  it  was  discovered  that  sufficient  money  for  traveling  expenses 
could  be  got  by  carrying  letters  and  so  their  expected  resources  in  the 
North  might  be  reached.  I  regarded  their  visit  as  the  consequence  of 
dire  necessity — a  sort  of  second  edition  of  that  of  Joseph's  brethren  to 
Egypt.  Under  these  circumstances  I  do  not  think  you  could  have 
expected  me  to  inform  against  them  for  carrying  as  I  supposed  mere 
commercial  and  family  letters. 

Allow  me  to  digress  and  say  that  the  facts  of  the  case  were  very 
striking  to  me  as  confirming  my  previous  opinions  that  the  inevitable 
and  extreme  destitution  of  the  great  mass  in  the  South  must  force 
nearly  all  the  able  into  the  army  for  a  support  and  compel  most  others 
to  regard  a  return  into  the  Union  as  desirable  even  under  the  old  Con- 
stitution. And  further  the  more  of  them  that  could  come  here  without 
damage  to  the  North  and  return,  reporting  the  evidences  of  trade,  pros- 
perity, &c.,  which  they  saw  in  the  North  the  sooner  would  there  be  a 
reunion. 

Considering  the  situation  of  their  brothers  and  of  Eutson's  and 
James'  wives  and  families  I  was  sorry  for  the  arrests;  but  as  respects 
the  arrested  themselves  I  was  not  altogether  sorry,  as  I  have  often  said, 
for  they  were  violating  the  law.  Eutson,  jr.,  was  here  on  business  in 
spring :  went  South  in  March  and  remained  there  until  October.  Neither 
of  them  carried  any  letters  written  by  me  nor  any  received  by  us  from 
Europe  nor  did  they  bring  any  letters  for  us  either  for  ourselves  or  for 
Europe  except  the  advice  of  the  bill  for  £120.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
letters  received  here  and  awaiting  their  arrival.  I  neither  knew  nor 
know  anything  of  the  contents  of  letters  addressed  to  my  nephews  to 
our  care  received  while  they  were  here.  I  had  reason  to  suppose  they 
were  not  treasonable  but  I  have  since  heard  it  said  that  there  were 
about  250  letters  seized  in  their  possession  and  all  of  the  most  treason- 
able character,  including  a  plan  of  breaking  the  blockade,  orders  for 
fire-arms,  &c.,  proofs  that  double-bottomed  trunks  passed  regularly 
between  the  South  and  Europe.  I  know  nothing  of  any  such  trunks. 
I  never  saw  any  trunk  of  any  kind  in  our  office  while  either  of  the  two 
young  men  were  here.  I  did  not  suppose  that  either  of  them  were  com- 
ing here  until  each  of  them  actually  arrived.  I  warned  them  most 
earnestly  of  the  folly  and  impropriety  of  carrying  anything  that  could 
be  considered  treasonable  and  I  understood  they  would  not  carry  such 
things  or  such  letters.  If  250  or  any  smaller  number  of  treasonable 
letters  were  found  upon  them  either  my  confidence  was  abused  by  them 
or  theirs  perhaps  by  others. 

I  have  forgotten  to  name  that  about  the  time  of  their  departure  and 
just  as  I  was  going  up  to  my  dinner  I  received  a  note  from  the  district 
attorney  asking  me  to  call  at  his  office,  and  I  did  call  once  or  twice 
without  finding  him  until  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day.  He  said  he 
had  heard  that  my  house  was  in  the  regular  business  of  receiving  and 
forwarding  letters  to  and  from  the  South  and  read  me  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Boston  to  that  efiect.    Hence  it  was  that  I  wished  to  know 
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if  your  information  against  us  came  from  Boston.  I  told  him  it  was  a 
mistake  and  probably  arose  from  my  two  nephews  having  been  here 
from  the  South  and  having  carried  letters  which  I  understood  were  of 
a  purely  commercial  and  family  nature.  It  is  notorious  that  such  letters 
frequently  pass  between  the  North  and  South.  In  the  last  two  months 
I  have  heard  of  several  opportunities  of  sending  but  I  have  not  availed 
myself  of  any  of  them  though  I  have  much  wished  to  write  two  or 
three  such  for  myself  and  my  house. 

Allow  me  to  assure  you  that  it  is  a  great  error  to  suppose  that  we 
are  in  any  way  disloyal  to  the  Union.  I  and  my  brother  (now  in 
England)  voted  for  Mr.  Lincoln.  We  and  my  sister  having  had  up  to 
the  time  when  the  secession  of  Virginia  approached  great  iniiuence 
over  our  relatives  in  the  Navy  and  Army  used  it  strenuously  to  prevent 
their  resignation;  but  as  usual  with  Southern  people  our  arguments 
had  no  more  efficiency  than  arguments  to  prove  the  impropriety  of 
catching  an  epidemic  fever.  In  evidence  of  my  indisposition  to  embar- 
rass the  Government  or  to  risk  exposing  it  to  ridicule  or  contempt  I 
have  refused  several  recommendations  to  publish  the  case  of  Maury 
brothers  here  or  in  Europe,  and  in  giving  some  details  of  the  detention 
of  our  letters  to  those  whose  are  probably  among  them,  although  I  felt 
in  the  absence  of  any  explanation  very  indignant  at  such  detention,  I 
wrote  thus : 

We  must  request  as  a  favor  that  you  will  not  publish  anything  about  it  in  your 
newspapers.  No  doubt  Mr.  Seward's  intentions  are  good  and  patriotic,  but  he  has 
made  several  blunders,  and  his  spies  and  informers  have  probably  misled  him. 

Fiom  what  I  have  already  written  you  will  readily  perceive  that  it 
c'uld  be  no  satisfaction  to  me  to  find  my  numerous  friends  here  and  in 
Englar  d  sneering  at  this  Government,  or  Gladstone  and  my  co-Eton- 
ians in  Parliament  from  Lord  Derby  downward  comparing  the  New 
York  post-oflice  to  that  of  the  King  of  Naples. 

Since  beginning  to  write  this  letter  I  have  received  through  the  post- 
office  sundry  letters  from  Europe  for  Maury  Bros,  which  have  been 
detained  and  opened,  but  I  still  lack  some  from  my  brother  and  from 
T.  &  H.  Littledale  &  Co.,  or  their  acting  head,  John  Torr,  and  there 
may  be  others  which  I  cannot  coujecture.  I  trust  in  view  of  all  circum- 
stances that  you  will  by  this  time  have  satisfied  yourself  on  the  subject 
and  let  us  have  all  our  detained  letters  or  accurate  copies  of  them,  and 
direct  that  our  correspondence  shall  for  the  future  be  unobstructed ;  and 
I  beg  leave  most  particularly  to  request  that  those  letters  from  Europe 
for  the  South  which  came  direct  from  thence  to  our  care  and  which  the 
policemen  carried  away  from  our  iron  safe  may  be  returned  to  us.  We 
have  no  account  of  them  or  of  their  number,  but  they  are  probably  from 
E.  Evans  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  and  John  K.  Gilliat  <&  Co.,  London.  They 
were  intrusted  to  us  direct  by  the  parties  in  Europe  and  we  informed 
them  that  they  would  not  be  forwarded  until  it  was  legal.  We  ha^e 
not  informed  the  parties  of  their  seizure  and  we  wish  not  to  be  under 
the  necessity  of  doing  so  in  order  to  avoid  throwing  unnecessary  trouble 
upon  Mr.  Adams  in  London. 

I  can  only  add  that  I  .shall  be  glad  to  explain  any  particulars  that 
you  may  have  against  me  or  my  house  and  that,  with  much  respect,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  MAUKY. 

December  13, 1801. 
P.  S.— Not  having  been  able  to  see  Mr.  Grinnell  yesterday  I  beg  leave 
to  add  that  I  have  no  more  letters.    You  will  observe  that  Mr.  Torr  to 
whom  I  have  alluded  refused  to  preside  at  the  indignation  meeting  in 
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Liverpool.  He  showed  sense  at  least,  but  he  has  been  a  constant 
believer  in  the  impossibility  of  reunion.  He  belongs  to  the  old  Tory 
party  and  is  I  think  in  intimate  political  intercourse  with  Derby  and 
U'Israeli.   1  shall  be  curious  to  hear  what  he  has  to  say  a  fortnight  later. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  19, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Police,  New  Yorlc. 

Sir:  You  may  discontinue  the  surveillance  over  the  correspondence 
of  Messrs,  Maury  Bros.,  and  say  to  them  tliat  this  is  done  with  the 
expectation  that  if  any  letters  addressed  to  persons  in  the  insurrec- 
tionary States  come  into  their  possession  hereafter  they  will  not  attempt 
to  forward  them  but  will  deliver  them  to  you  to  be  sent  to  this  Depart- 
ment. Will  you  please  return  the  inclosed  letter  to  tliem? 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F,  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  December  24, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  The  letters  returned  from  the  Department  addressed  to  Messrs. 
Maury  Bros.,  not  in  each  case  having  the  postage  paid,  instead  of 
handing  over  in  person  to  their  address  I  returned  to  Mr.  Taylor,  the 
postmaster,  and  yesterday  called  on  Mr.  Maury  to  communicate  the 
contents  of  the  letter  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  19th  instant. 
He  not  being  at  home  on  my  invitation  has  called  on  me  this  morning. 

I  stated  to  him  the  requirement  made  by  the  Department,  viz,  that 
it  is  expected  of  him  to  deliver  over  to  the  superintendent  of  the  police 
any  letters  he  may  receive  addressed  to  persons  in  the  insurrectionary 
States.  To  this  he  dissents  on  the  ground  that  he  supposes  no  letters 
have  been  sent  to  him  for  persons  in  those  States  which  were  not  purely 
of  a  commercial  or  family  character,  and  which  are  not  innocent  of  any 
design  to  interfere  with  the  business  of  the  Government.  He  desires 
instead  of  being  required  to  deliver  such  letters  to  me  that  the  condi- 
tion will  stand  that  he  shall  return  them  to  the  writers,  informing  them 
that  he  can  send  no  letters  to  the  South  during  the  period  of  interdic- 
tion. He  says  that  he  has  directed  his  brother  in  Liverpool  to  give 
notice  to  their  correspondents  in  Europe  that  no  letters  for  the  South 
will  be  forwarded  by  them  until  it  is  legal  to  do  so,  and  gives  that  as  a 
justification  for  taking  the  ground  he  does.  Your  further  instructions 
are  requested. 

Verv  truly,  yours, 
^        •*'  •*         '  JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superi  ntendcnt. 

Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

Netv  YorJc,  December  24, 1861. 

r.  W.  Seward,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Messrs.  Maury  Bros.,  not  having  as  yet  agreed  to  the  condi- 
tions alluded  to  in  yours  of  19th  instant  I  send  you  two  letters*  to  their 
address  received  per  America. 

Very  truly,  yours,  joHN  A.  KENNEDY, 


'  Omitted. 
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New  York,  December  24, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  &c.,  Washington. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  houor  to  address  you  on  the  11th  instant.  I  have 
to-day  seen  Superintendent  Kennedy  who  wished  me  to  promise  to 
deliver  to  him  all  letters  we  may  receive  from  Europe  for  parties  in  the 
South.  He  kept  me  so  long  while  he  was  preparing  the  letter  to  you 
which  he  read  to  me  that  I  would  not  ask  him  to  write  it  over  again  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  more  fully  the  reasons  why  I  preferred  returning 
tlie  letters  to  Europe  to  delivering  them  to  him.  Tlie  first  reason  is  that 
we  have  not  forwarded  any  such  letters  since  communication  was  inter- 
dicted; the  second,  that  having  informed  several  of  our  friends  and 
requested  my  brother  in  England  so  to  inform  them  that  we  should  not 
forward  any  such  letters  until  it  was  legal  to  do  so  they  may  send 
letters  to  us  to  be  forwarded  at  the  first  moment  when  it  is  legal,  and 
you  must  be  aware  that  it  may  be  a  matter  of  much  commercial  impor- 
tance to  have  their  letters  conveyed  to  the  South  immediately  it 
becomes  legal  to  do  so  without  their  waiting  to  hear  that  it  is  so. 

I  have  received  a  number  of  oar  letters  since  my  last  which  have 
been  opened  in  Washington,  but  there  are  evidently  several  still  want- 
ing which  I  trust  you  will  send  to  us,  including  an  account  sales  of 
cotton  and  anything  that  Edward  Heath  &  Co.  may  have  written  us 
as  to  a  shipment  of  gunny-bags  to  this  port,  I  wish  also  the  letters 
for  the  South  to  be  returned  to  us  as  I  named  on  the  11th  instant. 
Among  the  letters  we  have  received  was  an  envelope  which  has  been 
marked  unimportant  at  your  office  and  none  of  the  contents  of  which 
have  come  to  hand,  although  it  appears  to  have  been  prepaid  double 
in  England.  We  do  not  recognize  the  writing.  Upon  speaking  to 
Kennedy  he  thinks  we  had  better  send  it  to  you  for  explanation. 

In  conclusion  we  have  done  everything  that  we  can  think  of  by  way 
of  explanation  to  satisfy  you  that  we  are  entitled  to  be  regarded  as 
loyal  citizens.  We  hope  therefore  that  you  will  give  orders  that  for 
the  future  our  letters  shall  pass  into  our  hands  without  obstruction. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

M.  MAUEY. 

P.  S. — I  have  to-day  written  to  my  brother  that  I  wish  our  friends 
to  abstain  from  sending  any  letters  for  the  South  to  us  on  any  pretense 
whatever. 

M.  M. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  2, 1862. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Police,  Neic  Yorlc. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  say  that  you  may 
return  to  Mr.  M.  Maury,  of  Maury  Bros.,  the  inclosed  letters.  You 
may  also  discontinue  the  surveillance  over  their  correspondence  on 
their  engagement  (as  proposed  by  Mr.  M.)  to  return  to  the  future 
writers  all  such  letters  as  shall  come  to  them  for  transmission  to  the 
insurrectionary  States  during  the  continuance  of  the  insurrection. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary, 
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New  York,  January  3, 1863. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaeb,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  beg  your  attention  to  the  following  statement  in 
behalf  of  my  brothers,  Eutson  Maury,  jr.,  and  Matthew  F.  Maury,  who 
were  arrested  last  October  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  carrying  letters  to 
the  South :  Eutson  Maury,  jr.,  was  placed  in  Fort  Lafayette  on  the  10th 
of  November  where  he  has  since  remained.  Eheumatism  and  influenza 
to  both  of  which  he  is  subject  in  aggravated  forms  are  preying  upon  his 
bodily  health.  In  addition  to  these  mental  anxiety  caused  by  the  des- 
titute condition  of  his  wife  and  child  in  Alabama  renders  his  captivity 
hard  to  be  borne.  Matthew  F.  Maury  was  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette 
on  the  9th  of  November  and  transferred  thence  on  the  16th  to  Fort 
Warren,  where  he  is  still.  An  intestine  disease  contracted  two  years 
ago  in  New  Orleans  and  of  which  his  physicians  affirmed  he  ought 
according  to  the  laws  of  nature  to  have  died  now  threatens  him  again. 
We  have  lately  heard  of  the  death  of  the  lady  to  whom  he  was  engaged 
in  marriage.  A  hopeless  depression  of  spirits  acting  upon  a  body 
infirm  and  naturally  unable  from  long  residence  in  the  South  to  endure 
the  rigor  of  a  Northern  climate  makes  liis  confinement  trying  indeed. 

The  offense  of  which  they  are  guilty  is  carryhig  letters.  I  do  assure 
you  they  took  particular  care  so  far  as  I  know  and  verily  believe  that 
neither  treason  nor  political  discussion  should  be  contained  in  them. 
To  say  the  very  least  it  was  their  known  interest  so  to  do.  Every  letter 
was  either  open  or  had  the  words  "open  if  necessary"  written  upon  it. 

In  fine  I  beg  to  remind  you  of  your  friendship  for  my  mother,  Sarah 
Mytton  Maury,  in  the  years  1845  and  1846,  and  deigning  to  hope  that 
such  remembrance  may  descend  to  her  sons  and  induce  you  to  grant 
their  release  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALKER  MAURY. 


Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  January  24, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  I  last  addressed  you  on  the  10th  instant,  forwarding  my  com- 
munication through  Lord  Lyons.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  know 
whether  or  not  said  communication  reached  his  lordship  but  I  certainly 
do  know  that  to  this  date  I  am  without  any  replies  to  my  favors.  Fail- 
ing in  obtaining  any  answer  I  would  be  pleased  to  know  what  steps  the 
United  States  Government  have  determined  to  take  in  my  case  and 
what  proposals  will  be  acceptable  to  the  United  States  Government  in 
order  to  effiect  my  release  fi-om  prison.  If  the  Government  refuse  to 
allow  me  to  proceed  South  to  rejoin  my  family  I  am  willing  to  proceed 
to  Eligland  if  I  am  released  at  once  and  allowed  to  forward  letters  and 
means  of  support  to  my  family  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  said 
letters  being  forwarded  through  the  U.  S.  authorities  abroad,  i.  e.,  the 
consuls  appointed  by  the  Government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

RUTSON  MAURY,  Jr. 


New  York,  January  26, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  Earl  Bill,  U.  S.  marshal  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  agreeably  to  the 
instructions  of  Hon.  Ed.  Jordan,  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
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States  and  in  obedieuce  to  the  order  of  the  U.  S.  district  court  for  that 
district  forwarded  to  their  owners  tlie  trunks  seized  as  the  property  of 
my  brothers  Matthew  F.  and  Rutson  Maury,  jr.  In  the  trunk  of  the 
former  Mr.  Bill  found  the  sum  of  $14.45,  from  which  after  deducting 
necessary  charges  he  sent  the  balance  in  the  trunk. 

I  have  written  to  Mr.  Bill  asking  for  the  restoration  of  $300  in  gold 
seized  in  the  latter  part  of  November  last  as  the  property  of  Rutson 
Maury,  jr.  To  this  he  has  replied  that  he  is  "not  aware  that  any 
Department  or  ofttcer  of  the  Government  has  given  him  or  any  officer 
of  bis  district  any  order  or  direction  to  restore  to  Rutson  Maury,  jr., 
all  his  effects,"  though  he  restored  money  found  in  the  trunk  of  M.  F. 
Maury.  He  also  informs  me  that  the  sum  in  question  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  James  A.  Oraw,  esq.,  sheriff  of  Cuyahoga  County,  at  Cleve- 
land; and  he  further  recommends  me  to  apply  to  your  Department  for 
an  order  to  be  issued  for  its  restoration. 

I  therefore  respectfully  beg  of  you  to  issue  an  order  for  the  restoration 
of  this  money  to  my  brother,  and  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WALKER   MAURY. 


DepaetmejMT  of  State,  Washington,  January  28,  1862. 
Bael  Bill,  Esq.,  U.  8.  Marshal,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

SiE:  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  inform  this  Department  whether 
proceedings  have  been  commenced  in  the  U.  S.  courts  for  the  confisca- 
tion of  the  $300  in  coin  which  was  seized  with  the  other  property 
belonging  to  Mr.  Rutson  Maury  at  the  time  of  his  arrest. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


FoET  Lafayette,  New  Yorh  Harbor,  Jamiary  29,  1862. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

SiE :  On  December  4,  1861,  Lord  Lyons  informed  me  that  on  the  2d 
of  that  month  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  had  been  requested  to 
direct  the  U.  S.  attorney  at  Cleveland  to  send  my  trunks  to  the  care  of 
Her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  thus  discontinuing  proceedings 
against  them  and  their  contents.  I  had  also  at  Cleveland  deposited 
$300  in  gold  in  tlie  hands  of  R.  M.  N.  Tayloi?,  esq.,  proprietor  of  the 
Angier  Hotel  for  safe-keepiug  until  my  return  there,  I  have  never 
been  able  to  recover  this  money  and  only  to-day  am  informed  that  my 
money  ($300)  is  in  the  hands  of  James  A.  Craw,  esq.,  sheriff  at  Cleve 
land,  seized  in  the  latter  part  of  November  last  as  my  property  and 
now  held  by  the  sheriff  subject  to  the  adjudication  of  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  as  to  whether  it  shall  or  not  be  confiscated  under 
the  act  of  Congress  in  that  behalf.  As  I  am  suffering  for  this  money, 
my  family  also,  I  respectfully  ask  that  the  U.  S.  district  attorney  at 
Cleveland  be  requested  to  discontinue  proceedings  and  that  the  money 
be  forwarded  to  me  at  Fort  Lafayette,  care  Colonel  Burke. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

RUTSON  MAURY,  Je. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Matthew  F.  Mavry  to  Lord  Lyom,  dated 
Fort  Warren,  January  30,  jl8(>2. 

*  *  *  May  I  ask  your  lordsliip  to  propose  to  liim  (Mr.  Seward) 
to  grant  me  a  release  upon  condition  that  I  return  to  liinglaud  within  a 
week  or  thereabout  from  my  discharge,  according  to  the  sailing  of  the 
steamer,  and  that  I  engage  on  parole  of  honor  to  hold  no  communica- 
tion with  the  Southern  States  or  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United 
States  in  the  interim.  It  is  but  three  weeks  since  one  of-  my  fellow- 
prisoners,  Ml'.  I).  0.  Lowber,  of  New  Orleans,  was  released  upon  pre- 
cisely the  terms  thus  offered.    *    *     * 


II.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  CleveUmd,  January  31, 1SG3. 

lion.  F.  W.  Sewaeb, 

Assintaiit  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
Sir:  I  am  this  day  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant 
requesting  information  "whether  proceedings  have  been  commenced  in 
the  U.  S.  courts  for  the  confiscation  of  the  $300  in  coin  whicli  was 
seized  with  the  other  property  belonging  to  Mr.  Eutson  Maury  at  the 
time  of  his  arrest."  In  reply  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  the  29th 
day  of  November  last  I  found  in  possession  of  Mr.  E.  M.  N.  Taylor,  the 
proprietor  of  the  Angier  Hotel  of  this  city,  $300  in  gold  coin  which 
had  been  deposited  with  said  Taylor  by  llutson  Maury,  jr.,  after  the 
seizure  of  his  baggage  by  the  inspector  of  the  revenue  (which  event 
took  place  I  think  on  or  about  the  28th  of  0(!tober  last),  and  the  day 
prior  to  his  leaving  this  city  for  Washington  with  the  avowed  purpose 
of  applying  to  the  Government  for  the  discharge  of  his  baggage. 
Upon  being  advised  of  such  deposit  I  seized  the  package  of  gold  and 
tiled  an  information  with  the  district  attorney  who  forthwith  commenced 
proceedings  against  the  same  for  confiscation,  and  upon  the  hearing  of 
the  cause  by  the  district  court  on  the  21st  instant  it  was  by  the  court 
adjudged  and  decreed  to  be  confiscated,  and  on  the  25th  instant  the 
court  made  its  order  for  distribution  of  the  same,  one-half  to  the 
informer  and  the  remaining  half  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  in 
that  behalf,  which  has  been  done  accordingly  as  I  am  informed.  It 
will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  $300  in  coin  was  not  seized  with  the 
other  property  belonging  to  Mr.  Eutson  Maury  at  the  time  of  his  arrest 
which  was  made  in  Washington  (and  neither  here  nor  by  me)  nor  at 
the  time  of  the  seizure  of  his  baggage  or  other  property,  but  a  month 
after  that  event.  The  proceedings  in  court  for  its  confiscation  have 
been  wholly  separate  and  distinct  from  those  for  the  forfeiture  of  the 
other  property  both  in  character  and  point  of  time,  in  the  latter  the 
libel  having  been  filed  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  13,  1861,  and 
as  to  the  coin  they  were  under  the  confiscation  act  of  August  6, 18G1, 
I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       '  EAEL  BILL, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  4,  1W3. 
Egbert  F.  Paine,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Attorney,  Cleveland. 

Sir:  I  transmit  a  copv  of  a  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  addressed  to 
this  Department  by  Eutson  Maury,  jr.,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  and 
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will  thank  you  to  discontinue  proceedings  against  the  sum  of  money  to 
which  it  refers  and  to  remit  the  same  to  him  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Archi- 
bald, British  consul  at  New  York. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Depaetmbnt  of  State,  Washington,  February  4, 1863. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  Eutson  Maury,  jr.,  that  his 
letter  to  this  Deiiartmeut  of  the  29th  ultimo  has  been  received ;  that 
the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  northern  district  of  Ohio  has 
been  directed  to  discontinue  pi-oceedings  against  the  money  to  which 
the  letter  refers  and  to  remit  the  amount  to  him  to  the  care  of  the  Brit- 
ish consul  at  New  York. 

I  am,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  February  5, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Sir:  Let  Matthew  F.  Maury,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  be 
released  on  stipulating  upon  oath  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the 
States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing 
in  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and 
also  that  he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during 
the  present  insurrection. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  5, 1862. 
Seth  C.  Hatvley,  Esq.,  New  Yorlc. 

Sir  :  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  go  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  see  Mr. 
Rutson  Maury?  The  Government  is  disposed  to  release  him  but  is 
embarrassed  by  a  want  of  confidence  that  he  will  honorably  and  faith- 
fully keep  any  engagements  he  may  be  required  to  make.  If  he  can 
satisfy  you  upon  that  point  he  will  be  released  upon  condition  that  he 
will  not  enter  any  of  the  insurrectionary  States  nor  liold  any  corre- 
spondence with  persons  residing  in  those  States  nor  do  any  act  hostile 
or  injurious  to  the  Government  of  tlie  United  States  during  the  present 
hostilities  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

U.  S.  District  Attorney's  Office, 

Cleveland,  February  6, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  4th  instant  inclosing  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Rutson  Maury,  jr.,  and  instructing  me  to  discontinue  proceedings 
against  the  sum  of  money  to  which  it  refers  and  to  remit  the  same  to 
him  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Archibald,  British  consul  at  New  York,  has  just 
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been  received.  It  is  impossible  to  comply  for  the  reason  that  there  are 
no  proceedings  pending.  The  trial  was  had  and  the  gold  condemned 
and  decreed  to  be  forfeited  on  the  21st  ultimo,  and  James  A.  Craw, 
sherifl  of  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  in  whose  possession  the  same  was, 
was  ordered  to  pay  the  money  to  the  clerk  of  the  court,  which  was  done 
the  same  day.  On  the  25th  ultimo  a  final  order  of  distribution  was 
entered  ordering  one-half  paid  to  the  informer  and  the  other  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  The  proceedings  were  under  the  act 
of  August  G,  1861,  and  my  final  report  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
was  made  January  29.  The  fact  is  Rutson  Maury,  jr.,  and  M.  F.  Maury 
were  both  engaged  in  the  business  of  giving  aid  to  the  rebels.  They 
had  established  a  regular  mail  between  New  Orleans  and  New  York 
and  at  the  time  of  their  arrest  they  had  between  400  and  600  let- 
ters on  their  way  to  New  Orleans,  one  of  which  was  a  letter  from  the 
captain-general  of  Cuba  to  Jeff.  Davis  informing  him  that  the  rebel 
flag  had  been  recognized  in  Cuba,  &c. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  F,  PAINE, 

TJ.  8.  Attorney. 

Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harhor,  February  12, 1802. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  *    *    *    Matthew  F.  Maury  requests  to  defer  taking  his  parole 
for  a  few  days  until  he  hears  from  Lord  Lyons. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  UIMICK, 
Colonel  First  A  rtillery,  Commanding  Post. 


New  York,  February  12, 1862. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  your  instructions  of  the  5th  instant  I  visited 
Fort  Lafayette  and  had  an  interview  with  Mr,  Rutson  Maury,  a  prisoner 
in  that  fortress.  I  have  only  the  man's  appearance  and  manner  to 
guide  me  to  a  conclusion  in  his  case.  He  is  undoubtedly  a  British  sub- 
ject. He  tells  a  story  that  does  not  in  any  respect  impeach  itself  and 
altogether  impresses  me  as  a  man  to  believe.  His  family  (wife  and 
child)  are  in  Alabama  and  he  wishes  to  go  there  or  to  take  measures 
to  bring  them  to  him,  preferring  as  I  see  the  former.  I  think  he  may 
be  trusted  to  observe  the  conditions  of  any  parole  you  may  require 
and  recommend  the  experiment.  If  the  conditions  are  that  he  remain 
at  the  North  I  hope  he  will  be  allowed  such  degree  of  liberty  in  corre- 
spondence as  shall  permit  him  to  call  his  family  to  him.  If  he  is 
required  to  remain  here  separate  from  his  family  there  will  be  a  motive 
constantly  operating  to  induce  him  to  evade  his  parole.  Moreover  he 
should  have  his  family  with  him  if  it  is  possible. 
Yours,  respectftdly, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 

P.  S. — The  order  to  me  in  this  case  was  not  accompanied  by  any 
inclosures. 

S.  C.  H. 
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Poet  Lafayettk,  Ncic  Yorlc  Harbor,  February  12, 1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  JlAHTIN   r>UEKE, 

Third  Artillery,  Commanding  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  the 
instructions  received  from  you  I  have  read  to  Eutson  Mauiy,  jr.,  a 
prisoner  confined  at  this  post,  the  communication  of  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  relative  to  the  confiscation  of  $300  in  coin  belonging 
to  the  said  Eutson  Maury,  jr. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  O.  WOOD, 
First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 

Poet  Lafayette,  Neir  Yorl-  Harbor,  February  13, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  n.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  J).  C. 

Sir:  1  am  favored  with  your  coniniunieation  of  4th  instant  regarding 
§300  in  gold  coin  referred  to  in  my  letter  to  you  dated  29th  ultimo. 
Since  then  I  have  had  conminnication  from  P.  W.  Seward,  esq..  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State,  addressed  to  Col.  M.  Burke,  inchisiug  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  marshal  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  wherein  Mr.  P.  W.  Seward 
is  informed  that  under  the  act  of  Congress  dated  August  13, 1861,  my 
property  has  been  confiscated,  one-half  of  the  amount  being  paid  to  the 
informer  and  one-half  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
I  am  induced  to  forward  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  addi'essed  to  my  brother 
by  Mr.  Earl  Bill  concerning  this  money,  which  letter  I  judge  to  have 
been  written  on  or  about  the  25th  of  January,  as  the  date  of  my 
brother's  letter  to  me  is  27th,  and  is  as  follows: 

It  is  true  that  there  is  now  in  the  hands  of  James  A.  Craw,  esq.,  sheriff  at  Cleve- 
Janil,  $300  in  gold,  si'izeil  in  the  latter  part  of  November  last  as  the  property  of 
Rutson  Maury,  ano  aow  held  hy  the  sherill' subject  to  the  adjudication  of  the  district 
court  of  the  ITnited  States  as  to  whether  it  shall  or  not  he  contiscated  under  the  act 
of  Congress  in  that  behalf.  If  it  is  believed  by  you  or  by  your  brother  Rutson  that 
it  is  proper  and  right  that  this  money  should  be  discharged  from  the  libel  filed 
against  it  by  the  district  attorney  I  suggest  that  application  be  made  to  the  proper 
Department  of  the  Government  and  its  order  in  that  behalf  obtained.  Though  the 
money  is  not  in  my  possession  or  under  my  control,  I  can  vouch  tliat  such  an  order 
will  be  most  promptly  obeyed  by  the  officer  who  has  the  custody  of  it. 

EARL  BILL. 

Now,  sir,  the  very  man  who  writes  as  above  writes  to  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  that  the  hearing  of  the  cause  came  on  on  the  21st 
ultimo  and  on  the  25th  was  declared  by  the  court  confiscated,  one-half 
being  paid  to  the  informer  and  one-half  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  under  the  confiscation  act  of  August  13.  What  that  act  is  I 
know  not  and  should  be  pleased  to  know  its  nature.  I  wish  also  to 
know  by  what  right  any  court  can  take  my  i)roperty  without  my  being 
notified  to  appear  in  person  or  by  counsel?  I  shall  await  your  reply 
confirmatory  of  your  communication  of  the  4th  instant.  For  nearly  six 
months  I  have  been  unable  to  send  my  wife  and  child  money  to  pay 
their  monthly  expenses ;  in  fact  I  am  penniless  in  your  country,  and 
now  to  have  my  little  taken  from  me  without  trial  added  to  my  impris- 
onment is  indeed  I  should  think  enough  to  satisfy  the  revenge  of  tliose 
who  have  been  instrumental  in  bringing  me  to  the  level  of  a  felon. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EUTSON  MAUEY,  Jr. 

This  man  E.  M.  N.  Taylor  met  me  in  Mr.  Kennedy's  (chief  of  police) 
office  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  November  last  and  assured  me  that 
he  would  send  the  money  to  my  brother,  and  the  way  he  has  done  it  is 
by  pocketing  $150. 
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Fort  Waeren,  Boston  Earbor,  February  15,  1863. 
I,  Matthew  F.  Maury,  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Warren,  do  solemuly  swear 
that  I  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the 
authority  of  the  United  States  Government  nor  hold  any  correspond- 
ence whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those  States  without  permission 
from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that  I  will  not  do  anything  hos- 
tile to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insurrection.  So  help  me 
God. 

MATTHEW"  F,  MAUEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  at  Fort  Warren  on  this  the  15th 
day  of  February,  A.  D.  1862. 

J.  niMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort. 

W'Aii  Department,  ^¥ashington,  February  21, 1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Btjrke,  Fort  Lafayette,  Neio  York  Harbor. 

Colonel  :  You  may  release  on  the  22d  day  of  February  instant  the 
following  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  upon  tlieir  engaging 
upon  their  honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies 
in  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  *  *  »  Kutson 
Maury.  *  *  * 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 


Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  February  22, 1862. 
We,  the  undersigned,  do  solemnly  promise  upon  our  word  of  honor 
that  we  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

EUTSOJiT  MAUEY. 
[And  36  others.] 

Washington,  March  1,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  &c. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Kutson  Maury  has  sent  me  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  he 
addressed  to  you  on  the  13th  of  last  month  respecting  a  sum  of  $300 
iu  gold  belonging  to  him  which  appears  to  have  been  confiscated  by 
order  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  northern  district 
of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Maury's  imprisonment  was  naturally  an  impediment  to  his  tak- 
ing measures  to  resist  the  application  to  the  court  for  the  confiscation 
of  his  property.  He  was  moreover  informed  by  a  letter  which  you  were 
so  good  as  to  write  to  him  on  the  4th  ultimo  that  the  U.  S.  district 
attorney  had  been  directed  to  discontinue  proceedings  against  the 
money  and  to  remit  the  amount  to  him  to  the  care  of  Her  Majesty's 
consul  at  New  York. 

Under  these  circumstances  he  begs  me  to  call  your  attention  again 
to  the  matter  in  the  hope  that  the  sum  of  which  he  is  still  deprived  may 
be  restored  to  him.  He  also  requests  me  to  apply  for  the  restoration  of 
letters  addressed  to  him  which  were  taken  from  the  oflBce  of  Messrs. 
Maury  Bros.,  of  Kew  York,  in  the  month  of  November  last  after  having 
been  returned  from  the  Dead- I^etter  Office  at  Washington.    One  he  says 
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contained  a  draft  drawn  by  Mr.  William  Mure  on  the  Royal  Bank  at 
Liverpool;  another  a  very  important  family  paper. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obedient  humble  servant, 

'  LYONS. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  March  5,  1862. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
note  of  the  1st  instant  calling  my  attention  to  a  certain  sum  of  money 
belonging  to  Mr.  Eutson  Maury  which  was  confiscated  by  order  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  northern  district  of  Ohio. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  packet  of 
letters  addressed  to  Mr.  Maury  with  an  accompanying  list  of  the  same, 
and  to  state  that  when  on  the  4th  ultimo  I  informed  Mr.  Maury  that 
the  U.  S.  district  attorney  had  been  directed  to  discontinue  proceed- 
ings against  the  mOney  in  question  and  to  remit  the  amount  to  him  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  the  cause  was  still  pending  in  the  court, 
but  it  having  been  disposed  of  by  judgment  of  confiscation  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  the  Executive  to  interpose  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Case  of  Mason,  Slidell,  Macfarland  and  Eustis. 

These  notorious  individuals  [James  M.  Mason  and  John  Slidell],  one 
late  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the 
other  holding  the  same  position  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  violated 
their  oaths  in  the  incipient  stages  of  the  rebellion,  being  among  the 
original  conspirators  in  working  up  the  stupendous  scheme  of  treason. 
They  plunged  into  active  and  open  rebellion  tbe  moment  their  respect- 
ive power  to  injure  the  Government  by  secret  treachery  had  been 
exhausted  by  the  course  of  events.  They  sought  and  obtained  pre- 
tended commissions  from  the  rebel  government  as  commissioners  or 
ministers  plenipotentiary  to  the  Governments  of  France  and  Great 
Britain  and  sailed  by  a  roundabout  course  for  their  respective  theaters 
of  duty  under  such  pretended  appointment.  In  the  course  of  said  voy- 
age on  the  8th  day  of  November,  1861,  they  were  found  by  Captain 
Wilkes,  of  the  U.  S.  war  steamer  San  Jacinto,  on  board  the  British  mail 
steamer  Trent  and  by  him  arrested  on  board  the  said  mail  steamer, 
taken  on  board  the  said  San  Jacinto  and  brought  to  the  United  States 
and  lodged  in  Fort  Warren  for  safe-keeping.  The  British  Government 
claimed  that  the  arrest  of  these  malefactors  on  the  TPrent  under  the 
British  flag  was  a  violation  of  neutral  rights  and  requested  that  they 
be  surrendered.  This  claim  was  acknowledged  by  the  United  States  to 
be  just,  and  the  request  founded  thereon  was  therefore  acceded  to. 
The  prisoners  were  placed  on  board  a  British  man-of-war  pursuant  to 
arrangements  with  the  British  minister  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1862, 

George  Eustis,  private  secretary  to  the  rebel  commissioner,  John 
Slidell,  was  captured  by  Captain  Wilkes,  of  the  San  Jacinto,  near  the 
West  Indies,  on  board  the  English  steamer  Trent  November  8,  1861. 
He  arrived  in  Boston  Harbor  November  24  and  was  committed  to  Fort 
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Warren.  Eustis  was  released  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
January  1,  1862.— ^om  Record  Book,  State  Departmmt,  ^'■Arrests  for 
Disloyalty:'  -^  '  -^ 

U.  S.  Consulate-General,  Havana,  October  17, 1861. 
Maj.  William  H.  French, 

Commanding  Military  Station,  Key  West. 
Sir  :  The  following  telegraphic  dispatch  unfortunately  came  to  my 
hand  after  the  Nonpareil  had  left  the  harbor.    It  is  from  the  U,  S. 
consular  agent  at  Cardenas  and  dated  last  evening: 

The  steamer  Theodora  has  jnst  entered  this  port  under  the  flag  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy.  She  comes  from  Charleston ;  hrings  passengers,  and  among  them  it  is 
said  the  French  consul  and  his  family. 

I  will  communicate  any  other  information  that  may  reach  me. 
EespectfuUy  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  SAVAGE, 

U.  S.  Vice- Consul- General. 


U.  S  Consulate-General,  Havana,  October  17, 1361. 
Maj.  William  H.  French,  Z^ey  West. 

Sir  :  Since  mine  of  this  date  announcing  the  arrival  of  the  Theodora 
at  Cardenas  I  have  seen  a  private  letter  from  that  place  advising  that 
Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  have  come  in  her  on  their  way  to  Europe  as 
commissioners  of  the  rebels  at  France  and  England.    •    *    * 
EespectfuUy,  yours, 

THOS.  SAVAGE, 
Vice-  Consul-  General. 


New  York,  October  30, 1861. 
Hon.  G.  Welles  : 

By  dispatches  from  Havana  by  our  steamship  Columbia  we  learn 
that  the  steam  privateer  Theodora,  formerly  the  steamer  Gordon,  of 
Charleston,  had  arrived  at  Havana  with  a  full  cargo,  and  landed  Slidell 
and  Mason  with  their  families. ,  *    »    * 

SPOFFOED,  TILBSTON  &  CO. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  6, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  duplicate  dispatch 
received  here  yesterday  from  the  consul-general  of  the  United  States 
at  Havana,  on  which  he  reports  the  arrival  *  *  *  of  the  Theodora 
from  Charleston  at  Cardenas. 

The  Department  has  been  informed  that  the  practice  of  the  command- 
ers of  ships  of  the  blockading  squadron  in  suspending  lanterns  from  the 
mastheads  of  their  respective  vessels  at  night  is  of  great  service  to  the 
vessels  of  the  insurgents  intending  to  run  the  blockade;  giving  them 
exact  information  as  to  the  position  of  the  blockading  ships,  and  in 
the  absence  of  light-houses  and  buoys  furnishing  to  the  pilots  of  the 
escaping  vessels  valuable  aid  in  clearing  the  harbors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 

Acting  Secretary. 
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Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  Novemher  S,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State: 

*  *  *  Steamer  Nashville  escaped  from  Obarleston.  Was  coaliDg 
at  Bermuda  on  3d  to  leave  for  Liverpool  on  5th.  Slidell  and  Mason 
not  on  board.  Supposed  they  left  Saint  Thomas  for  Southampton  on 
30th  ultimo  in  English  steamer. 

■M.  M.  JA(JKSON, 

Consul. 


Legation  of  the  Uniteb  States, 

London,  November  15,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

SiE:  *  *  »  On  Tuesday  morning  the  12th  I  received  an  informal 
note  from  Lord  Palmerston  inviting  me  if  convenient  to  call  and  see 
him  at  his  own  house  between  1  and  2  o'clock  of  that  day.  I  accepted 
and  went.  He  received  me  in  his  library  all  alone  and  at  once  opened 
on  the  subject  then  evident!}  weighing  on  his  mind.  He  said  that 
information  had  come  to  him  of  the  late  arrival  of  a  U.  S.  vessel  of 
war,  the  James  Adger.  She  had  put  into  one  or  two  places  and  finally 
stopped  at  Soutliampton  where  she  had  taken  in  coals  and  other 
supplies.  But  the  day  before  his  lordship  had  understood  the  captain 
had  got  very  drunk  on  brandy  after  which  he  had  dropped  down  to 
the  mouth  of  the  river  as  if  about  to  sail  on  a  cruise.  The  impres- 
sion was  that  he  had  been  directed  to  keep  on  the  watch  for  the 
steamer  expected  to  arrive  on  Thursday  from  the  West  Indies  in  order 
to  take  out  of  it  by  force  the  gentlemen  from  the  Southern  States, 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  who  were  presumed  to  be  aboard.  Now  he 
was  not  going  into  the  question  of  our  right  to  do  such  an  act.  Per- 
haps we  might  be  justified  in  it  as  the  steamer  was  not  strictly  a  public 
vessel  or  perhaps  we  might  not.  He  would  set  the  argument  aside  for 
those  whose  province  it  was  to  discuss  it.  All  he  desired  to  observe 
was  that  such  a  step  would  be  highly  inexpedient  in  every  way  he 
could  view  it.  It  would  be  regarded  here  very  unpleasantly  if  the  cap- 
tain after  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  this  country,  filling  his  ship  with 
coals  and  with  other  supplies  and  filling  his  own  stomach  with  brandy 
(and  here  he  laughed  in  his  characteristic  way)  should  within  sight  of 
the  shore  commit  an  act  which  would  be  felt  as  offensive  to  the  national 
flag.  Neither  could  he  see  what  was  the  compensating  advantage  to 
be  gained  by  it.  It  surely  could  not  be  supposed  that  the  addition  of 
one  or  two  more  to  the  number  of  persons  who  had  already  been  some 
time  in  London  on  the  same  errand  would  be  likely  to  produce  any 
change  in  the  policy  already  adopted.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
Government  would  vary  its  action  on  their  account  be  they  few  or 
many.  He  could  not  therefore  conceive  of  the  necessity  for  resorting 
to  such  a  measure  as  this  which  in  the  present  state  of  opinion  in 
England  could  scarcely  fail  to  occasion  more  prejudice  than  it  would 
do  good. 

His  lordship  was  about  to  proceed  to  another  matter  when  I  begged 
leave  to  interrupt  him  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  this  case  first. 
It  is  almost  needless  to  point  out  how  completely  he  had  taken  for 
granted  from  the  outset  that  the  intention  imputed  to  the  Government 
in  sending  over  the  Adger  was  the  true  one.  He  did  not  even  ask  me 
whether  he  was  correct  in  presuming  it  and  directed  all  his  reasoning 
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rather  to  the  end  of  dissuading  the  execution  of  the  design  by  trying 
to  convince  me  not  so  much  of  its  impropriety  as  of  its  inexpediency. 
This  furnishes  a  curious  example  of  the  absence  of  confidence  in  our 
principles  of  action  growing  out  of  indifference  to  the  labor  of  under- 
standing them.  I  began  a  reply  by  requesting  permission  to  ask  his 
lordship  a  question,  and  that  was  upon  what  ground  he  rested  his 
belief  that  any  such  enterprise  as  he  described  had  been  meditated  by 
Captain  Marchand.  This  seemed  to  surprise  him  a  little  but  he  imme- 
diately answered  that  it  was  his  impression  derived  from  the  fact  of  the 
arrival  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  just  now  and  the  coincidence  of  her  prep- 
aration to  start  again  with  the  period  assigned  for  the  approach  of  the 
gentlemen  in  the  West  India  steamer.  He  could  not  conceive  what 
the  Adger  was  sent  all  the  way  across  for  if  not  for  this  object. 

It  IS  scarcely  difficult  to  fix  upon  the  source  from  which  such  an 
impression  as  this  must  have  been  directly  or  indirectly  obtained.  I 
made  no  allusion  to  it,  however,  and  contented  myself  with  expressing 
my  satisfaction  on  finding  he  had  no  better  foundation  for  the  story. 
In  point  of  fact  I  might  say  to  him  that  Captain  Marchand  had  been  up 
to  Loudon;  had  called  upon  me  and  had  shown  me  his  instructions. 
The  purpose  of  the  Government  on  learning  that  Messrs.  Mason  and 
Slidell  had  evaded  the  blockade  by  sailing  in  a  steamer  called  the  Nash- 
ville, originally  stolen  from  the  owners  in  the  North  by  forcible  seizure 
whilst  lying  in  that  port  at  the  commencement  of  the  difficulties,  had 
been  to  dispatch  steamers  various  ways  with  instructions  to  intercept 
and  capture  that  vessel  and  her  passengers  wherever  she  might  be 
found  on  the  ocean.  To  that  end  Captain  Marchand  had  come  aU  the 
way  across  in  the  expectation  of  overtaking  and  making  prize  of  her. 
He  would  have  done  so  had  he  met  her.  I  took  it  for  granted  that  his 
lordship  had  no  objection  to  make  to  that  proceeding.  But  having 
once  arrived  here  and  ascertained  that  the  Nashville  was  not  likely  to 
make  its  appearance  in  these  waters  the  captain  after  refitting  his  ves- 
sel had  written  to  me  a  note  announcing  his  departure  under  his  instruc- 
tions to  return  home. 

At  the  same  time  I  thought  it  no  more  than  fair  to  apprise  his  lord- 
ship that  I  had  urged  the  captain  to  keep  his  eye  upon  a  steamer  that 
was  departing  from  London  at  about  the  same  time  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  British  flag  though  to  ray  knowledge  intended  to  convey  a 
large  cargo  of  contraband  of  war  to  some  part  of  the  blockaded  coast 
of  the  United  States.  It  was  just  as  well  to  confess  that  we  had  been 
very  much  annoyed  by  these  repeated  cases  of  outfits  from  this  island. 
First  the  steamer  Bermuda  had  sailed  and  she  had  succeeded  in  running 
into  Savannah.  Next  came  the  Fingal  which  went  only  a  few  weeks 
since;  her  fate  we  had  not  yet  heard  of.  Lastly  was  this  Gladiator 
iust  dispatched  from  Loudon  with  scarcely  any  pretense  of  conceal- 
ment. I  had  advised  Captain  Marchand  to  keep  on  the  track  of  her 
and  the  very  first  moment  he  could  form  a  reasonable  conviction  of  her 
intent  to  laud  anywhere  in  the  United  States  to  snap  her  up  at  once  if 
l)()ssible.  With  this  exception  1  thought  the  destination  of  the  James 
Adger  niiglit  be  depended  upon. 

Here  the  discussion  of  this  matter  rested  and  his  lordship  seemed 
tolerably  well  satisfied.  *  *  *  This  conierence  lasted  perhaps  half 
an  hour,  and  on  taking  my  leave  his  lordship  expressed  his  satisfaction 
with  the  result, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
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U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  November  15, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

SiK :  I  have  written  to  you  relative  to  the  movements  of  this  ship 
from  Cienfuegos  on  the  south  coast  of  Cuba.  There  1  learned  that 
Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  had  landed  in  Cuba  and  had  reached  the 
Havana  fi'om  Charleston.  I  took  in  some  sixty  tons  of  coal  and  left  with 
all  dispatch  on  the  26th  of  October  to  intercept  the  return  of  the 
Theodora;  but  on  my  arrival  at  the  Havana  on  the  31st  I  found  she 
had  departed  on  her  return  and  that  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  with 
their  secretaries  and  families  were  there  and  would  depart  on  the  7th 
of  the  month  in  the  English  steamer  Trent  for  Saint  Thomas  on  their 
way  to  England, 

I  made  up  my  mind  to  fill  up  with  coal  and  leave  the  port  as  soon  as 
possible  to  await  at  a  suitable  position  on  the  route  of  the  steamer  to 
Saint  Thomas  to  intercept  her  and  take  them  out. 

******  m 

I  then  went  over  to  Key  West  in  hopes  of  finding  the  Powhatan  or 
some  other  steamer  to  accompany  me  to  the  Bahama  Channel  to  make 
it  impossible  for  the  steamer  in  which  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  were 
to  embark  to  escape  either  in  the  night  or  day.  The  Powhatan  liad 
left  but  the  day  before  and  I  was  therefore  disappointed  and  obliged  to 
rely  upon  the  vigilance  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  and  pro- 
ceeded the  next  morning  to  the  north  side  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  com- 
municated with  Sagna  la  Grande  on  the  4th,  hoping  to  receive  a  tele- 
graphic communication  from  Mr.  Shufeldt,  our  consul-general,  giving 
me  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  steamer. 

In  this  also  I  was  disappointed  and  ran  to  the  eastward  some 
ninety  miles,  where  the  old  Bahama  Channel  contracts  to  the  width  of 
fifteen  miles  some  240  miles  from  the  Havana  and  in  sight  of  the 
Paredon  del  Grande  Light-House.  There  we  cruised  until  the  morning 
of  the  8th  awaiting  the  steamer,  believing  tliat  if  she  left  at  the 
usual  time  she  must  pass  us  about  noon  of  the  8th  and  we  could 
not  possibly  miss  her.  At  11.40  a.  m.  on  the  8th  her  smoke  was  first 
seen.  At  12  m.  our  jiosition  was  to  the  westward  of  the  entrance  into 
the  narrowest  part  of  the  channel  and  about  nine  miles  northeast  from 
the  light-house  of  Paredon  del  Grande,  the  nearest  point  of  Cuba  to 
us.  We  were  all  prepared  for  her,  beat  to  quarters,  and  orders  were 
given  to  Lieut.  D.  M.  Fairfax  to  have  two  boats  manned  and  armed  to 
board  her  and  make  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  Eustis  and  Macfarland 
prisoners  and  send  them  immediately  on  board.  (A  copy  of  this  order 
to  him  is  herewith  inclosed.)  The  steamer  approached  and  hoisted 
English  colors.  Our  ensign  was  hoisted  and  a  shot  was  fired  across  her 
bow.  She  maintained  her  speed  and  showed  no  disposition  to  heave 
to.  Then  a  shell  was  fired  across  her  bow  which  brought  her  to.  I 
hailed  that  I  intended  to  send  a  boat  on  board,  and  Lieutenant  Fair- 
fax witli  the  second  cutter  of  this  ship  was  dispatched.  He  met  with 
some  difficulty  and  remaining  on  board  the  steamer  with  a  part  of  the 
boat's  crew  sent  her  back  to  request  more  assistance.  The  captain  of 
the  steamer  having  declined  to  sliow  his  papers  and  passenger  list  a 
force  became  necessary  to  search  her.  Lieut.  James  A.  Greer  was  at 
once  dispatched  in  the  third  cutter  also  manned  and  armed. 

Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason,  Eustis  and  Macfarland  were  recognized 
and  told  they  were  required  to  go  on  board  this  ship.  This  they 
objected  to  until  an  overpowering  force  compelled  them ;  much  persua- 
sion was  used  and  a  little  force  and  at  about  2  o'clock  they  were 
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brought  on  board  this  ship  and  received  by  me.  Two  other  boats  were 
then  sent  to  expedite  the  removal  of  their  baggage  and  some'  stores 
when  the  steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the  Trent,  was  suffered  to  pro- 
ceed on  her  route  to  the  eastward  and  at  3.30  p.  m.  we  bore  away  to 
the  northward  and  westward.  The  whole  time  employed  was  two 
hours  and  thirteen  minutes. 

I  inclose  you  the  statements  of  such  oflBcers  who  boarded  the  Trent 
relative  to  the  facts  and  also  an  extract  from  the  log  book*  of  this  ship. 

It  was  my  determination  to  have  taken  possession  of  the  Trent  and 
send  her  to  Key  West  as  a  prize  for  resisting  the  search  and  carrying 
these  passengers  whose  character  and  objects  were  well  known  to  the 
captain,  but  the  reduced  number  of  my  officers  and  crew  and  the  large 
number  of  passengers  on  board  bound  to  Europe  who  would  be  put  to 
great  inconvenience  decided  me  to  allow  them  to  proceed. 

Finding  the  families  of  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Eustis  on  board  I  tendered 
them  the  ofler  of  my  cabin  for  their  accommodation  to  accompany  their 
husbands.    This  they  declined,  however,  and  proceeded  in  the  Trent. 

Before  closing  this  dispatch  I  would  bring  to  your  notice  the  notori- 
ous action  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects,  the  consul-general  of 
Cuba  and  those  on  board  the  Trent  in  doing  everything  to  aid  and  abet 
the  escape  of  these  four  persons  and  endeavoring  to  conceal  their  per- 
sons on  board.  No  passports  or  papers  of  any  description  were  in 
possession  of  them  from  the  Federal  Government,  and  for  this  and 
other  reasons  which  will  readily  occur  to  you  I  made  them  my  prison- 
ers and  shall  retain  them  on  board  here  until  I  hear  from  you  what 
disposition  is  to  be  made  of  them. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  all  the  officers  and  men  of  this  ship  performed  their 
duties  and  the  cordial  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  my  orders. 

To  Lieutenant  Fairfax  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  particular  attention 
for  the  praiseworthy  manner  in  which  he  executed  the  delicate  duties 
with  which  he  was  intrusted.  It  met  and  has  received  my  warmest 
thanks. 

After  leaving  the  north  side  of  Cuba  I  ran  through  the  Santaren 
Passage  and  up  the  coast  from  off  Saint  Augustine  to  Charleston,  and 
regretted  being  too  late  to  take  a  part  in  the  expedition  to  Port  Koyal. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  communication  from  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason, 
Eustis  and  Macfarland  with  my  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  WILKES, 

Captain. 

finolosnre  No.  1.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  At  Sea,  November  8, 1861. 

Lient.  D.  M.  Fairfax,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Executive  Officer,  San  Jacinto, 

Sir  :  You  will  have  the  second  and  third  cutters  of  this  ship  fully 
manned  and  armed  and  be  in  all  respects  prepared  to  board  the  steamer 
Trent  now  hove  to  under  our  guns. 

On  boarding  her  you  will  demand  the  papers  of  the  steamer,  her 
clearance  from  Havana  with  the  list  of  passengers  and  crew. 

Should  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Slidell,  Mr.  Eustis  and  Mr.  Macfarland  be  on 
board  you  will  make  them  prisoners  and  send  them  on  board  this  ship 
immediately  and  take  possession  of  her  as  a  prize^ 

*  Omitted. 
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I  do  not  deem  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  force;  that  the  prisoners  will 
have  the  good  sense  to  avoid  any  necessity  for  using  it,  but  if  they 
should  they  must  be  made  to  understand  that  it  is  their  own  fault. 
They  must  be  brought  oii  board.  All  trunks,  cases,  packages  and  bags 
belonging  to  them  you  will  take  ijossessiou  of  and  send  on  board  this 
ship.  Any  dispatches  found  on  the  persons  of  the  prisoners  or  in  pos- 
session of  those  on  board  the  steamer  ■will  be  taken  possession  of  also, 
examined  and  retained  if  necessary. 

I  have  understood  that  the  families  of  these  gentlemen  may  be  with 
them.  If  so  1  beg  you  will  ofier  some  of  them  in  my  name  a  passage 
in  this  ship  to  the  United  States,  and  that  all  the  attentions  and  com- 
forts we  can  command  are  tendered  them  and  Mill  be  placed  in  their 
service. 

In  the  event  of  their  acceptance  should  there  be  anything  which  the 
captain  of  the  steamer  can  spare  to  increase  the  comforts,  in  the  way 
of  necessaries  or  stores  of  which  a  war  vessel  is  deficient,  you  will 
please  to  procure  them.    The  amount  will  be  paid  for  by  the  paymaster, 

Lieut.  James  A.  Greer  will  take  charge  of  the  tliird  cutter  which 
accompanies  you  and  assist  you  in  these  duties. 

I  trust  that  all  those  under  your  command  in  executing  this  impor- 
tant and  delicate  duty  will  conduct  themselves  with  all  the  delicacy 
and  kindness  which  becomes  the  character  of  our  naval  service. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  WILKES, 

CaiHain. 

[luclosiirc  No.  2.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  At  ISea,  November  11,  1801. 
Lieut.  D.  M.  Fairfax,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Sir:  You   will  report  to  me  in  writing  all  the  facts  which  tran- 
spired under  your  observation   on   board  the  mail  steamer  Trent, 
bound  from  Havana  to  Saint  Thomas,  whilst  Iiove  to  under  our  guus 
on  the  8th  instant  and  boarded  by  you  under  my  orders. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  WILKES, 

Captain. 

(Same  to  Lieut.  James  A.  Greer,  Second  Assistant  Engineer  James 
B.  Houston,  Third  Assistant  Engineer  George  W.  Hall,  Paymaster's 
Clerk  R.  G.  Simpson,  Master's  Mate  Charles  B.  Dalilgren,  and  Boat- 
swain H.  P.  Grace,  IJ.  S.  iSTavy.) 

[luclosure  No.  3.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  At  Sea,  November  IL^,  1801. 
Capt.  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  San  Jacinto. 

Sir  :  At  l.liO  p,  m.  on  the  8th  instant  I  repaired  alongside  of  the 
British  mail  packet  in  an  armed  cutter,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Houston, 
second  assistant  engineer,  and  Mr.  Grace,  the  boatswain. 

I  went  on  board  the  Trent  alone  leaving  the  two  officers  in  the  boat 
with  orders  to  await  until  it  became  necessary  to  show  some  force. 

I  was  shown  up  by  the  first  officer  to  the  quarter-deck  where  I  met 
the  captain  and  informed  him  who  I  was,  asking  to  see  his  passenger 
list.  He  dechned  letting  me  see  it.  I  then  told  him  that  I  had  infor- 
mation of  Mr.  Mason,  Mr,  Slidell,  Mr.  Eustis  and  Mr.  Macfarlaud  hav- 
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ing  taken  their  passage  at  Havana  in  the  packet  to  Saint  Thomas  and 
■would  satisfy  myself  whether  they  were  on  board  before  allowing  his 
steamer  to  proceed.  Mr.  Slidell  evidently  hearing  his  name  mentioned 
came  up  to  me  and  asked  if  I  wanted  to  see  him.  Mr.  Mason  soon 
joined  us,  and  then  Mr.  Eustis  and  Mr.  Macfarland  when  I  made  known 
the  object  of  my  visit.  The  captain  of  the  Trent  opposed  anything  like 
a  search  of  his  vessel  nor  would  he  consent  to  show  papers  or  passen- 
ger list.  The  four  gentlemen  above  mentioned  protested  also  against 
my  arresting  and  sending  them  to  the  U.  S.  steamer  near  by.  There 
was  considerable  noise  among  the  passengers  just  about  this  time  and 
that  led  Mr.  Houston  and  Mr.  Grace  to  repair  on  board  with  some  six  or 
eight  men,  all  armed.  After  several  unsuccessful  efforts  to  persuade  Mr. 
Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  to  go  with  me  peaceably  I  called  to  Mr.  Houston 
and  ordered  him  to  return  to  the  ship  with  the  information  that  the  four 
gentlemen  named  in  your  order  of  the  8th  instant  were  on  board,  and 
force  must  be  applied  to  take  them  out  of  the  packet.  About  three 
minutes  after  there  was  still  greater  excitement  on  the  quarter-deck 
which  brought  Mr.  Grace  with  his  armed  party.  I  however  deemed 
the  presence  of  any  armed  men  unnecessary  and  only  calculated  to 
alarm  the  ladies  present,  and  directed  Mr.  Grace  to  return  to  the  lower 
deck  where  he  had  been  since  first  coming  on  board. 

It  must  have  been  less  than  half  an  hour  after  I  boarded  the  Trent 
when  tne  second  armed  cutter  under  Lieutenant  Greer  came  alongside 
(only  two  armed  boats  being  used).  He  brought  in  the  third  cutter 
eight  marines  and  four  machinists  in  addition  to  a  crew  of  some  twelve 
men.  When  the  marines  and  some  armed  men  had  been  formed  just 
outside  of  the  main-deck  cabin  where  these  four  gentlemen  had  gone  to 
pack  up  their  baggage  I  renewed  my  efforts  to  induce  them  to  accom- 
pany me  on  board.  Still  refusing  to  accompany  me  unless  force  was 
applied  I  called  in  to  my  assistance  four  or  five  officers  and  first  tak- 
ing hold  of  Mr.  Mason's  shoulder  with  another  officer  on  the  opposite 
side  1  went  as  far  as  the  gangway  of  tlie  steamer  and  delivered  him 
over  to  Lieutenant  Greer  to  be  placed  in  the  boat.  I  then  returned 
for  Mr.  Slidell  who  insisted  that  1  must  apply  considerable  force  to  get 
him  to  go  with  me.  Calling  in  at  least  three  officers  he  was  also 
taken  in  charge  and  handed  over  to  Mr.  Greer.  Mr.  Macfarland  and 
Mr.  Eustis  after  protesting  went  quietly  into  the  boat.  They  had 
been  permitted  to  collect  their  baggage  but  were  sent  in  advance  of  it 
under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Greer.  I  gave  my  personal  attention  to 
the  luggage,  saw  it  put  in  a  boat  and  sent  in  charge  of  an  officer  to 
the  San  Jacinto. 

When  Mr.  Slidell  was  taken  prisoner  a  great  deal  of  noise  was  made 
by  some  of  the  passengers  which  caused  Lieutenant  Greer  to  send  the 
marines  into  the  cabin.  They  were  immediately  ordered  to  return  to 
their  former  position  outside.  I  carried  out  my  jturpose  without  using 
any  force  beyond  what  appears  in  this  report.  The  mail  agent,  who  is 
a  retired  commander  in  the  British  navy,  seemed  to  have  a  great  deal 
to  say  as  to  the  propriety  of  my  course,  but  I  purposely  avoided  all 
official  intercourse  with  him.  When  1  finally  was  leaving  the  steamer 
he  made  some  apology  for  his  rude  conduct  and  expressed  personally 
his  approval  of  the  manner  in  which  I  had  carried  out  my  orders. 
We  parted  company  from  the  Trent  at  3.20  p.  m. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  M.  FAIRFAX, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 
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[Incloaure  Ko.  4.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  At  Sea,  November  12, 1861. 
Captain  Wilkes,  Commanding  San  Jacinto. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  1  submit  the  following : 

On  November  8,  between  1  and  2  p.  m.,  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant 
Breese,  acting  executive  officer,  to  shove  off  with  the  third  cutter  and 
go  alongside  of  the  English  mail  steamer  which  was  then  lying  to  under 
our  guns.  In  the  boat  with  me  were  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Hall, 
Paymaster's  Clerk  Simpson,  Master's  Mate  Dahlgren,  1  sergeant,  1  cor- 
poral and  6  privates  of  marines,  4  machinists  and  the  crew,  consisting 
of  13  men,  the  whole  party  being  well  armed.  When  1  arrived  at  the 
steamer  1  was  met  on  the  guard  by  Mr.  Grace  with  a  message  from 
Lieutenant  Fairfax  (who  had  preceded  me  on  board)  to  bring  the 
marines  on  board  and  station  them  outside  of  the  cabin,  which  I  did; 
also  to  keep  the  spare  men  on  the  guard  and  to  have  the  boats'  crews 
in  readiness  to  jump  on  board  if  needed.  As  soon  as  the  marines  were 
stationed  I  had  the  space  outside  and  forward  of  the  cabin  kept  clear  of 
passengers  and  assumed  a  position  where  I  could  see  Lieutenant  Fair- 
fax, who  was  then  engaged  in  conversation  with  persons  in  the  cabin. 
He  shortly  came  out  and  told  me  to  remain  as  I  was.  He  then  went 
back  into  the  cabin  and  in  a  few  minutes  returned  with  Mr.  Mason. 
He  had  his  hand  on  his  shoulder  and  I  think  Mr.  Hall  had  his  on  the 
other  one.  He  transferred  Mr.  Mason  to  me  and  I  had  the  third  cutter 
hauled  up,  into  which  he  got.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Macfarland  came  out 
and  got  into  the  boat.  I  think  he  was  unaccompanied  by  any  of  the 
officers. 

About  this  time  I  heard  a  good  deal  of  loud  talking  in  the  cabin  and 
above  all  I  heard  a  woman's  voice.  I  could  not  hear  what  she  said. 
Mr.  Fairfax  appeared  to  be  having  an  altercation  with  some  one. 
There  was  much  confusion  created  by  the  passengers  and  ship's  officers 
who  were  making  all  kinds  of  disagreeable  and  contemptuous  noises 
and  remarks. 

Just  then  Mr.  Houston  came  to  me  and  said  he  thought  there  would 
be  trouble.  I  told  him  to  ask  Mr.  Fairfax  if  1  should  bring  in  the 
marines.  He  returned  with  an  answer  to  bring  them  in.  At  that  time 
I  heard  some  one  call  out  "Shoot  him."  I  ordered  the  marines  to  come 
into  the  cabin  which  they  did  at  quick  time.  As  they  advanced  the 
passengers  fell  back.  Mr.  Fairfax  then  ordered  the  marines  to  go  out 
of  the  cabin  which  they  did,  Mr.  Slidell  at  the  same  time  jumping  out 
of  a  window  of  the  state-room  into  the  cabin  where  he  was  arrested  by 
Mr.  Fairfax  and  was  then  brought  by  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Grace  to  the 
boat,  into  which  he  got.  Soon  after  Mr.  Eustis  came  to  the  boat 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Fairfax. 

I  then  by  his  order  took  charge  of  the  boat  and  conveyed  the  gentle- 
men arrested,  viz,  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  Macfarland  and  Eustis,  to 
the  San  Jacinto  where  I  delivered  them  over  to  Captain  Wilkes.  This 
was  about  2  o'clock.  I  then  returned  to  the  steamer.  When  1  reached 
her  the  baggage  of  the  gentlemen  was  being  brought  up  and  sent  to 
the  San  Jacinto.  Soon  after  Mr.  Fairfax  told  me  to  send  the  marines 
and  spare  hands  on  board  which  I  did.  He  then  left  me  in  charge  of 
our  party  and  went  on  board  the  San  Jacinto.  About  3  o'clock  she 
ran  under  the  Trent's  stern.  I  was  hailed  and  directed  to  come  on 
board,  which  I  did  with  all  excepting  Mr.  Grace,  Mr.  Dahlgren  and 
Mr.  Hall,  who  came  in  another  boat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  GEEEE, 

Lieutenant. 
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P.  S. — I  desire  to  add  that  it  was  about  1.35  p.  m.  when  1  went  along- 
side of  the  Trent.  There  were  but  two  armed  boats  used  during  the 
day.  A  third  boat  the  crew  of  which  were  unarmed  went  alongside  dur- 
ing the  detention.  When  I  first  went  on  board  with  the  marines  and 
at  intervals  during  my  stay  the  ofttcers  of  the  steamer  made  a  great 
many  irritating  remarks  to  each  other  and  to  the  passengers  wMch  were 
evidently  intended  for  our  benefit.  Among  other  things  said  were: 
''Did you  ever  hear  of  such  an  outrage?  "  "  Marines  on  board !  Why, 
this  looks  devilish  like  mutiny."  "  These  Yankees  will  have  to  pay  well 
for  this."  "This  is  the  best  thing  in  tlie  world  for  the  South ;  England 
will  open  the  blockade.''  "  "We  will  have  a  good  chance  at  them  now." 
"Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  a  piratical  act?"  "Why,  this  is  a  perfect 
Bull  Eun."  "  They  would  not  have  dared  to  have  done  it  if  an  English 
man-of-war  had  been  in  sight."  The  mail  agent  (a  man  in  the  uniform 
of  a  commander  in  the  royal  navy  I  think)  was  very  indignant  and 
talkative  and  tried  several  times  to  get  me  into  a  discussion  of  the 
matter.  I  told  him  I  was  not  there  for  that  purpose.  He  was  very 
bitter.  He  told  me  that  the  English  squadron  wouldraise  tLe  blockade 
in  twenty  days  alter  his  report  of  this  outrage  (1  think  he  said  outrage) 
got  home ;  that  the  Northerners  might  as  well  give  up  now,  &c.  Most 
all  the  officers  of  the  vessel  showed  an  undisguised  hatred  for  the 
Northern  people  and  a  sympathy  for  the  Confederates.  I  will  do  the 
captain  of  the  vessel  the  justice' to  say  that  he  acted  diflerently  from 
the  rest,  beingwhen  I  saw  him  very  reserved  and  dignified.  Theofficers 
and  men  of  our  party  took  no  apparent  notice  of  the  remarks  that  were 
made  and  acted  with  the  greatest  forbearance. 
Eespectfully, 

JAS.  A.  GEEEK. 

[Inclosure  No.  5.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  At  Sea,  November  13, 1861. 
Capt.  Ghaeles  Wilkes,  Commanding. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  11th  instant  I  respectfully 
rftxiort  * 

That  upon  going  alongside  of -the  English  steamer  Trent  on  the  8th 
of  this  month  Lieutenant  Fairfax  went  on  board  ordering  the  boat- 
swain and  myself  to  remain  in  the  boat.  A  few  minutes  after  this  my 
attention  was  attracted  by  persons  speaking  in  a  loud  and  excited 
manner  upon  the  steamer's  upper  deck.  While  considering  its  mean- 
ing the  noise  was  repeated  which  decided  me  to  join  Lieutenant  Fair- 
fax immediately  on  board,  and  I  found  hira  surrounded  by  the  officers 
of  the  ship  and  passengers,  among  whom  I  recognized  Messrs.  Mason, 
Slidell  and  Eustis.  The  confusion  at  this  time  passes  description.  So 
soon,  however,  as  he  could  be  heard  the  mail  agent  (who  was  a  retired 
lieutenant  or  commander  in  the  British  navy)  protested  against  the  act 
of  removing  passengers  from  an  English  steamer. 

Lieutenant  Fairfax  requested  Mr.  Mason  to  go  quietly  to  the  ban 
Jacinto  but  that  gentleman  replied  that  he  would  "yield  only  to  force," 
whereupon  I  was  ordered  to  our  ship  to  report  the  presence  of  the 
above-named  gentlemen  together  with  Mr.  Macfarland  and  ask  that 
the  remainder  of  our  force  be  sent  to  the  Trent,  after  which  I  returned 
to  her  and  entering  the  cabin  saw  Mr.  Fairfax  endeavoring  to  enter  Mr. 
Slidell's  room  which  was  then  prevented  in  a  measure  by  the  excitement 
which  prevailed  in  and  around  that  gentleman's  quarters.  The  pas- 
sengers (not  including  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Eustis  or  Macfarland) 
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were  disposed  at  this  time  to  give  trouble;  some  of  them  weut  so  far 
as  to  threaten,  and  upon  Lieutenant  Greer  being  informed  by  me  of 
this  fact  he  ordered  the  maiines  to  clear  the  passage-way  of  the  cabin, 
but  as  Mr.  Slidell  had  now  come  out  of  his  state-room  through  the 
window  where  we  could  get  to  him  the  order  to  the  marines  was  counter- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Fairfax.  Mr.  Slidell  Avas  removed  to  the  boat 
by  Mr.  Grace  and  myself,  and  no  moie  force  was  used  than  would  show 
what  would  be  done  in  case  of  necessity.  Mr.  Mason  was  taken  charge 
of  by  Lieutenant  Fairfax  and  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Hall.  The 
two  secretaries  walked  into  the  boat  by  themselves. 

While  we  were  on  board  of  the  Trent  many  remarks  were  made 
reflecting  discreditably  upon  us  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  No  one  was  more  abusive  than  the  mail  agent,  who  took  pains 
at  the  same  time  to  inform  us  that  he  was  the  only  person  on  board 
officially  connected  with  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  who,  he 
said,  would  in  consequence  of  this  act  break  the  blockade  of  the  South- 
ern TJ.  S.  ports.  Another  person  supposed  to  be  a  passenger  was  so 
violent  that  the  captain  ordered  him  to  be  locked  up.  A  short  time 
before  leaving  the  steamer  I  was  informed  by  one  of  her  crew  that  the 
mail  agent  was  advising  the  captain  to  arm  tlie  crew  and  passengers 
of  his  ship,  which  I  immediately  communicated  to  Lieutenant  Greer. 
About  3.30  p.  m.  we  retiirned  to  the  San  .lacinto. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOUSTON, 
Second  Assistant  Engineer^  U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto. 

[Incloaure  No.  6.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  At  Sea,  November  13, 1861. 
Capt.  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto. 

SiE:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  11th  instant  I  respectfully 
make  the  following  report  of  what  came  under  my  observation  on  board 
the  mail  steamer  Trent  whilst  hove  to  under  our  guns  on  the  8th 
instant : 

I  boarded  the  steamer  in  the  third  cutter  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Greer.  Immediately  on  reaching  the  steamer's  deck  I  sta- 
tioned four  men  (an  oiler,  assistant  oiler,  and  two  firemen)  who  accom- 
panied me  in  the  port  gangway.  I  then  went  into  the  cabin  where  I 
saw  Lieutenant  Fairfax  surrounded  by  a  large  number  of  passengers 
and  the  officers  of  the  ship.  He  was  conversing  with  Mr.  Mason  and 
endeavoring  to  get  him  to  come  peaceably  on  board  this  ship.  Mr. 
Mason  refused  to  comply  unless  by  force.  Lieutenant  Fairfax  said  he 
would  take  him  by  force  nnd  taking  hold  of  Mr.  Mason's  coat  collar 
gave  an  order,  "  Gentlemen,  lay  hands  on  him."  I  then  laid  hold  of 
him  by  the  coat  collar,  when  Mr.  Mason  said  ho  would  yield  under  pro- 
test. I  accompanied  him  as  far  as  the  boat  which  was  at  the  port  gang- 
way. 

Ileturning  to  the  cabin  Lieutenant  Fairfax  was  at  Mr.  Slidell's 
room.  After  a  short  time  Mr.  Slidell  came  from  his  room  through  a 
side  window.  He  also  refused  Lieutenant  Fairfax's  order  to  come  on 
board  the  ship  unless  by  force.  1  with  several  of  the  officers  then 
caught  hold  and  used  sufficient  power  to  remove  him  from  the  cabin. 
He  was  accompanied  to  the  boat  by  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Hous- 
ton and  Boatswain  Grace.  I  then  received  an  order  from  both  Lieu- 
tenants Fairfax  and  Greer  to  retain  the  boat  until  Messrs.  Eustis  and 
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Macfarlaiul  were  found.  I  remained  in  the  gangway  till  Messrs.  Mason, 
Slidell,  Eustis  and  Macfarlaud  shoved  off.  Lieutenant  Greer  having 
charge  of  the  gentlemen. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  and  talking  during  the  whole 
tiine,  the  oflScers  of  the  steamer  endeavoring  particularly  to  thwart 
Lieutenant  Fairfax  in  carrying  out  his  orders.  They  also  used  very 
harsh  expressions  toward  us,  calling  us  pirates,  piratical  expedition, 
iStc,  and  threatened  to  open  our  blockade  in  a  few  weeks.  At  one 
time  the  officers  and  passengers  made  a  demonstration.  At  the  moment 
the  marine  guard  came  hastily  in  the  cabin,  but  were  immediately 
ordered  back  by  Lieutenant  Fairfax. 

As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  everything  was  conducted  on  our  part 
in  a  peaceable,  quiet  and  gentlemanly  manner,  and  most  remarkably  so 
by  Lieutenant  Fairfax  wlio  certainly  had  sufficient  cause  to  resort  to 
arms.  I  remained  aboard  the  Trent  till  after  the  baggage  belonging  to 
the  gentlemen  had  been  sent,  and  finally  returned  to  this  ship  with 
Lieutenant  Greer. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  HALL, 
Third  Assistfinf  Engineer,  U.  S.  Navy. 

rinclosuni  No.  7. J 

U.  S.  Steamer  San  .Iacinto,  At  Sea,  Nojemher  12, 1861. 
Capt.  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  yesterday  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  the  following : 

Between  the  hours  of  1.30  and  2  p.  m.  on  Friday,  November  8, 1 
boarded  the  mail  steamer  Trent  in  the  third  cutter  under  the  command 
of  Lieut.  James  A.Greer,  of  this  ship.  Immediately  after  my  arrival 
on  board  the  Trent  I  was  called  into  the  cabin  by  Lieutenant  Fairfax 
who  was  endeavoring  to  persuade  Mr.  Mason  to  go  peaceably  on  board 
the  San  Jacinto  which  lie  obstinately  refused  to  do,  and  said  he  would 
only  go  by  force.  Lieutenant  Fairfax  then  said,  "  Gentlemen  "  (address- 
ing the  officers  of  this  ship  then  present,  Mr.  George  W.  Hall,  third 
assistant  engineer;  Mr.  H.  P.  Grace,  boatswain,  and  myself),  "lay 
your  hands  on  Mr.  Mason,"  which  we  accordingly  did.  Mr.  Mason  then 
said,  "I  yield  to  force,"  or  words  to  that  effect,  when  a  gentleman 
alongside  in  uniform,  apparently  an  officer  of  the  Trent,  said,  "Under 
protest."  Mr.  Mason  then  said,  "I  yield  to  force  under  protest  and 
will  go." 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  on  board  during  this  time,  and 
the  officers  and  passengers  of  the  steamer  were  addressing  us  by 
numerous  opprobrious  epithets  such  as  calling  us  pirates,  villains,  trai- 
tors, &c.  The  above  occurred  on  the  port  side  of  the  cabin.  Immedi- 
ately after  I  was  ordered  by  Lieut;  James  A.  Greer  to  take  charge  on 
the  starboard  side,  as  some  of  our  boats  were  coming  alongside  to  take 
the  personal  effects  of  the  prisoners.  I  remained  there  until  about  3.15 
p.  m.  when  I  was  ordered  by  Lieut.  James  A.  Greer  to  return  on  board 
the  Sail  Jacinto  in  charge  of  a  portion  of  the  prisoners'  baggage. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBEKT  G.  SIMPSON, 

Fayniaster^s  Clerl: 
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[Inclosure  No.  8.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  At  Sea,  November  13, 1861. 
Capt.  Charles  Wilkes. 

Sir:  In  obedieuce  to  your  order  I  hereby  state  tbat  1  was  one  of 
those  who  boarded  the  Trent  mail  packet.  Mr.  Mason  and  Messrs. 
Macfarland  and  Eustis  stepped  quietly  into  the  boats  and  were  removed 
to  the  San  Jacinto.  Mr.  Slidell,  however,  on  a  fiat  refusal  to  leave  the 
ship  in  any  other  manner  was  by  a  gentle  application  of  force  placed 
in  the  boat  and  removed. 

Everything  was  conducted  in  an  orderly,  gentlemanly  manner  as  far 
as  it  came  under  my  observation. 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

OllAKLBS  B.  DAHLGKEN, 

Masier's  Mate. 

^Inclosure  No.  9.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  At  Sea,  November  12, 1861. 
Capt.  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  l'2th.  instant  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  statement: 

On  the  8th  instant  about  1.30  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  accompany 
Lieut.  D.  M.  Fairfax  in  the  second  cutter  to  board  the  mail  steamer 
Trent,  then  hove  to  under  the  guns  of  the  San  Jacinto.  Lieutenant 
Fairfax  ordered  Mr.  Houston  and  myself  to  reniain  in  the  boat  while 
he  went  on  board.  A  few  minutes  after  Mr.  Fairfax  boarded  her  we 
heard  some  loud  talking  on  deck  and  Mr.  Houston  went  on  board  to  see 
if  Mr.  Fairfax  needed  assistance.  He  shortly  returned  and  delivered 
Lieutenant  Fairfax's  order  that  I  should  come  on  board  with  the  crew. 
I  came  on  board,  found  Mr.  Fairfax  surrounded  by  ladies  and  gentle- 
men and  reported  to  him.  He  ordered  me  to  remain  in  the  gangway 
with  the  men.  He  was  talking  at  the  time  to  Mr.  Mason,  persuading 
him  to  come  on  board  the  San  Jacinto  without  further  force  being  used. 
Soon  after  another  boat  came  alongside  in  charge  of  Lieut.  James  A. 
Greer.  He  went  in  the  cabin.  Soon  afterward  Lieutenant  Fairfax 
ordered  me  to  wait  on  Mr.  Slidell  to  the  boat.  At  this  order  some  of 
the  passengers  began  to  shout  and  the  marines  rushed  in  the  cabin  but 
Lieutenant  Fairfax  ordered  them  back  to  the  gangway.  I  saw  Mr. 
Slidell  in  the  second  catter.  Messrs.  Mason,  Eustis  and  Macfarland 
were  in  the  boat.  Mr.  Greer  returned  with  those  gentlemen  to  the 
San  Jacinto  and  I  was  charged  to  bring  the  baggage  and  effects  of  the 
gentlemen  on  board  the  San  Jacinto,  which  1  did  and  reported  my 
return  to  Lieutenant  Breese.  All  the  officers  of  this  ship  that  boarded 
her  have  been  grossly  abused  by  the  officers  and  passengers  of  the 
mail  steamer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  GEACE, 
Boatswain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Inclosure  No.  10.] 

IT.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  At  Sea,  November  9, 1861. 
Captain  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  San  Jacinto. 

Sir  :  We  desire  to  communicate  to  you  by  this  memorandum  the  facts 
attending  our  arrest  yesterday  on  board  the  British  mail  steamer  Trent 
by  your  order  and  our  transfer  to  this  ship. 
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"We,  the  undersigned,  embarked  at  Havana  on  the  7th  instant  as  pas- 
sengers on  board  the  Trent,  Captain  Moir,  bound  to  the  island  of  Saint 
Thomas,  the  Trent  being  one  of  the  regular  mail  and  passenger  line  of 
the  British  Royal  Steamship  Company  running  from  Vera  Cruz  via 
Havana  to  Saint  Thomas  and  thence  to  Southampton,  England.  We 
paid  our  passage  money  for  the  whole  route  from  Havana  to  Southamp- 
ton to  tlie  British  consul  at  Havana,  who  acts  as  the  agent  or  represent- 
ative of  the  said  steamship  company,  Mr.  Slidell  being  accompanied 
by  his  family  consisting  of  his  wife,  four  children  and  a  servant,  and 
Mr.  Eustis  by  his  wife  and  servants. 

The  Trent  left  the  port  of  Havana  about  8  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  7th  instant  and  pursued  her  voyage  uninterruptedly  until  inter- 
cepted by  the  U.  S.  steamer  San  Jacinto  under  your  command  on  the 
day  following  (the  8tli  instant)  in  the  manner  now  to  be  related. 

When  the  San  Jacinto  was  first  observed  several  miles  distant  the 
Trent  was  pursuing  the  usual  course  of  her  voyage  along  the  old 
Bahama  or  Nicholas  Channel ;  was  about  240  miles  from  Havana  and 
in  sight  of  the  light-house  of  Paredon  Grande,  the  San  Jacinto  then 
lying  stationary  or  nearly  so  about  the  middle  of  the  channel  and 
where  it  was  some  fifteen  miles  wide  as  since  shown  us  on  the  chart,  the 
nationality  of  the  ship  being  then  unknown. 

When  the  Trent  had  approached  near  enough  for  her  flag  to  be  dis- 
tinguished it  was  hoisted  at  the  peak  and  at  the  main  and  so  remained 
for  a  time.    No  flag  was  shown  by  the  San  Jacinto. 

When  the  Trent  had  approached  within  a  mile  of  the  San  Jacinto, 
still  pursuing  the  due  course  of  her  voyage,  a  shotted  gun  was  fired  from 
the  latter  ship  across  the  course  of  the  Trent  and  the  U.  S.  flag  at  the 
same  time  displayed  at  the  peak.  The  British  flag  was  again  immediately 
hoisted  as  before  by  the  Trent  and  so  remained.  When  the  Trent  had 
approached,  still  on  her  course,  within  from  200  to  300  yards  of  the  San 
Jacinto  a  second  shotted  gun  was  fired  from  your  ship  again  across  the 
course  of  the  Trent.  When  the  Trent  got  within  hailingdistance  her  cap- 
tain inquired  what  was  wanted.  The  reply  was  understood  to  be  they 
would  send  a  boat,  both  ships  being  then  stationary  with  steam  shut  off. 
A  boat  very  soon  put  off  from  your  ship  followed  immediately  by  two 
other  boats  Avith  full  crews  and  armed  with  muskets  and  side  arms.  A 
lieutenant  in  the  naval  uniform  of  the  United  States  and  with  side  arms 
boarded  the  Trent,  and  in  the  presence  of  most  of  the  passengers  then 
assembled  on  the  upper  deck  said  to  Captain  Moir  that  he  came  with 
orders  to  demand  his  passenger  list.  The  captain  refused  to  produce 
it  and  formally  protested  against  any  right  to  visit  his  ship  for  the 
purpose  indicated. 

After  some  conversation  importing  renewed  protests  on  the  part  of 
the  captain  against  the  alleged  object  of  the  visit  and  on  the  part  of 
the  oflicer  of  the  San  Jacinto  that  he  had  only  to  execute  his  orders,  the 
latter  said  the  two  gentlemen  (naming  Mr.  Slidell  and  Mr.  Mason)  were 
known  to  be  on  board  as  also  two  other  gentlemen  (naming  Mr.  Eus- 
tis and  Mr.  Macfarland)  and  that  his  orders  were  to  take  and  carry 
them  on  board  the  San  Jacinto.  It  should  have  been  noted  that  on 
first  addressing  the  captain  the  officer  announced  himself  as  a  lieuten- 
ant of  the  U.  S.  steamer  San  Jacinto.  The  four  gentlemen  thus  named 
being  present  the  lieutenant  addressed  Mr.  Slidell  and  afterward  Mr. 
Mason  repeating  that  his  orders  were  to  take  them  together  with 
Mr.  Eustis  and  Mr.  Macfarland  and  carry  them  onboard  his  ship,  which 
orders  he  must  execute. 
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Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  in  reply  protested  in  the  presence  of  the 
captain  of  the  Trent,  his  officers  and  passengers  against  such  threat- 
ened violation  of  their  persons  and  of  their  rights,  and  informed  the 
lieutenant  that  they  would  not  leave  the  ship  they  were  in  unless  com- 
pelled by  the  employment  of  actual  force  greater  tban  they  could  resist 
and  Mr.  Eustis  and  Mr.  Macfarland  united  with  them  in  expressing  a 
like  purpose.  That  officer  stated  that  he  hoped  he  would  not  be  com- 
I)elled  to  resort  to  the  use  of  force  but  if  it  became  necessary  to  employ 
it  in  order  to  execute  his  orders  he  was  prepared  to  do  so.  He  was 
answered  by  the  undersigned  that  they  would  submit  to  such  force 
alone.  The  lieutenant  then  went  to  the  gangway  where  his  boats  were ; 
the  undersigned  going  at  the  same  time  to  their  state-rooms  on  the  deck 
next  below,  followed  by  Captain  Moir  and  by  the  other  passengers. 
The  lieutenant  returned  with  a  party  of  his  men  a  portion  of  whom  were 
armed  with  side  arms,  and  others  appearing  to  be  a  squad  of  marines 
having  muskets  and  bayonets.  Mr.  Slidell  was  at  this  time  in  his 
state-ioom  immediately  by  and  in  full  view.  The  lieutenant  then  said  to 
Mr.  Mason  that  having  his  force  now  present  he  hoped  to  be  relieved 
from  the  necessity  of  calling  it  into  actual  use.  That  gentleman  again 
answered  that  he  would  only  submit  to  actual  force  greater  than  he 
could  overcome  when  the  lieutenant  and  several  of  his  men  by  his  order 
took  hold  of  him  in  a  manner  and  numbers  sufficient  to  make  resistance 
fruitless,  and  Mr.  Slidell  joining  the  group  at  the  same  time  one  or  more 
of  the  armed  party  took  like  hold  of  him  and  those  gentlemen  at  once 
went  into  the  boat. 

During  this  scene  many  of  the  passengers  became  highly  excited  and 
gave  vent  to  the  strongest  expressions  of  indignation,  seeming  to  indi- 
cate a  purpose  of  resistance  on  their  part,  when  the  squad  armed  with 
muskets  with  bayonets  fixed  made  sensible  advance  of  one  or  two  paces 
with  their  arms  at  a  charge.  It  must  be  added  here,  omitted  in  the 
course  of  the  narrative,  that  before  the  party  left  the  upper  deck  an 
officer  of  the  Trent  named  Williams,  in  the  naval  uniform  of  Great 
Britain  and  known  to  the  passengers  as  having  charge  of  the  mails 
and  accompanying  them  to  England,  said  to  the  lieutenant  that  as  the 
only  person  present  directly  representing  his  government  he  felt  called 
upon  in  language  as  strong  and  emphatic  as  he  could  express  to 
denounce  the  whole  proceeding  as  a  piratical  act. 

Mr.  Slidell  and  Mr.  Mason,  together  with  Mr.  Eustis  and  Mr.  Macfar- 
land, against  whom  force  in  like  manner  had  been  used,  were  taken  to 
the  San  Jacinto  as  soon  as  they  entered  the  boat.  When  they  reached 
your  ship  you  received  them  near  the  gangway,  announcing  yourself  as 
Captain  Wilkes,  the  commander  of  the  ship,  and  conducted  them  to 
your  cabin,  which  you  placed  at  their  disposal.  When  the  undersigned 
came  on  board  they  found  the  men  at  their  quarters  and  the  guns  bear- 
ing on  the  Trent.  After  some  time  occupied  in  bringing  on  board  our 
baggage  and  effects  the  San  Jacinto  proceeded  to  the  northward  througli 
the  Santaren  Channel,  the  Trent  having  been  detained  from  three  to 
four  hours. 

The  foregoing  is  believed  to  be  a  correct  narrative  in  substance  of 
the  facts  and  circumstances  attending  our  arrest  and  transfer  from  the 
British  mail  steamer  to  the  ship  under  your  command,  and  which  we 
doubt  not  will  be  corroborated  by  the  lieutenant  present  as  well  as  by 
all  who  witnessed  them. 

The  incidents  here  given  in  detail  may  not  have  been  witnessed  by 
each  one  of  the  undersigned  individually  but  they  were  by  one  or  more 
of  them.    As  for  the  most  part  they  did  not  pass  under  your  notice  we 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1091 

have  deemed  it  proper  to  present  them  in  this  form  before  you,  express- 
ing the  wish  that  if  considered  incorrect  in  any  part  the  inaccuracies 
may  be  pointed  out. 

With  a  respectful  request  that  you  will  transmit  a  copy  of  this  paper 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  together  with  your  report  of 
the  transaction,  to  facilitate  which  a  copy  is  herewith  inclosed. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  veryrespectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  SLIDELL. 

J.  M.  MASON. 

GBOEGE  EUSTIS. 

J.  E.  MACPARLAND. 

[Inclosure  No.  11.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  At  Sea,  November  13, 1861. 
Messrs.  John  Slidell,  James  M.  Mason,  Geokge  Eustis  and 
J.  E.  Macfarland. 
Gentlemen  :  Your  letter  dated  the  9th  instant  was  handed  to  me 
yesterday.  I  shall  transmit  it  agreeably  to  your  request  to  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  the  Navy  with  my  report  of  the  transaction  to 
which  it  refers. 

In  reply  to  your  wish  to  have  any  inaccuracies  it  may  contain  pointed 
out  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  say  that  the  facts  differ  materially  in  respect 
to  the  time  and  circumstances.    ' 

First,  the  facts  in  my  possession  are  derived  from  the  log  book  (the 
official  record  of  the  ship) ;  and  second,  from  the  reports  in  writing  of  all 
the  officers  who  visited  the  Trent,  all  which  will  form  a  part  of  my 
report. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  WILKES, 
Captain,  Commanding  San  Jacinto. 


U.  S.  Flag-ship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Koads,  November  15, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

Sir:  The  San  Jacinto,  Captain  Wilkes,  has  just  arrived  (2  p.  m.) 
from  thb  Bahama  Channel.  She  put  in  here  for  coal  in  order  to  get  to 
New  York.  She  has  on  board  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  Eustis  and  Mac- 
farland, all  of  whom  she  took  out  of  the  English  steamer  Trent  on  the 
8th  instant.  The  moment  she  gets  through  with  taking  on  board  100 
tons  of  coal  she  will  start  for  New  York. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Flag  Officer. 


U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  15, 1861. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir:  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  reach  New  York,  my  coal  being 
exhausted ;  I  have  but  a  half  day's  supply  remaining  on  board.  1  shall 
obtain  sufficient  in  a  few  hours  to  proceed  forthwith  to  my  destination, 
New  York,  where  I  hope  to  receive  your  instructions  relative  to  the 
Confederate  prisoners  I  have  on  board  and  this  ship. 
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I  have  determined  to  send  Conamander  A.  Taylor,  U.  S.  Navy,  who 
is  a  passenger  in  this  ship  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  Washington  by 
the  boat  as  bearer  of  dispatches  and  have  given  him  orders  to  report 
to  you  in  person.  He  will  be  able  to  answer  yon  all  and  every  question 
relative  to  the  subject  of  my  dispatch  of  which  he  is  the  bearer. 

Believing  that  the  Department  has  entertained  doubts  of  the  loyalty 
of  Commander  Taylor  it  aflbrds  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  my  inter- 
course with  him  has  fally  satisfied  me  that  no  one  is  more  loyal  to  the 
Union  in  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  WILKES, 

Captain. 


U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  November  15, 1861. 
Captain  Wilkes,  Commanding  U.  8.  Steamer  San  Jacinto. 

Sir  :  Before  leaving  your  ship  we  think  it  proper  that  we  should  state 
that  since  we  have  been  on  board  of  her  we  have  uniformly  been  treated 
with  great  courtesy  and  attention. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  SLIDELL. 
J.  M.  MASON. 
J.  E.  MACFARLAND. 
GEORGE  EUSTIS. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  ifovember  16, 1861. 
Robert  Murray,  U.  S.  Marshal,  New  Yorlc  : 

You  will  proceed  in  the  San  Jacinto  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  with 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  and  suite.  No  persons  from  shore  are  to  be 
admitted  on  board  the  vessel  prior  to  her  departure  from  New  York. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
GIDEON  WELLES. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  16, 1861. 
Robert  Murray,  V.  8.  Marshal,  New  York: 

Forthwith  on  the  arrival  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  at  New  York 
you  will  without  allowing  them  to  land  convey  them  and  the  persons 
of  their  suite  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  November  16, 1861. 
Commodore  H.  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy -Yard,  New  Yorh: 
Yon  will  send  the  San  Jacinto  immediately  to  Boston  and  direct 
Captain  Wilkes  to  deliver  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Warren.  Let  their 
baggage  be  strictly  guarded  and  delivered  to  the  colonel  at  Port  War- 
ren for  examination.  The  San  Jacinto  will  be  paid  off  at  Boston.  Send 
amount  of  money  required.    Answer  per  telegraph. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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_^  Baltimore,  November  16,  1861. 

flou.  W.  H.  Seward  : 

I  send  a  special  train  to  'Washington  with  very  gratifyinff  and  impor- 
tant dispatches  from  the  West  Indies. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


Camden  Station,  Novemher  ic,  1801. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles: 

We  sent  an  extra  train  at  8.30  (?)  due  Washington  about  12  noon  witli 
Captain  Taylor,*  of  the  San  Jacinto,  who  captured  Messrs.  Mason  aiul 
Slidell  and  attendants  near  the  West  Indies. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


Baltimore,  November  16, 1861. 
Thomas  A.  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

The  boat  was  late  this  morning.     Slidell  and  Mason  are  taken  pris- 
oners and  are  now  at  Fort  Monroe.    No  news  of  the  fleet  this  morning. 

M.  ]Sr.  FALLS. 


New  York,  November  16, 1861. 
Hon.  Thomas  A.  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 

1  find  Associated  Press  have  sent  news  of  capture  of  Slidell  and 
Mason  to  catch  steamer  off  Cape  Eace  to-day.  Is  it  well  to  let  the 
news  go  without  any  particulars'?  It  will  leave  here  in  City  of  New 
York  to-day  but  we  may  reach  her  off  Cape  liace  with  such  particulars 
as  you  choose  to  send.  If  you  say  so  1  will  try  to  overtake  the  iirst 
dispatch  and  stop  it. 

E.  S.  SANFOKD. 


New  York,  November  16, 1861. 
T.  A.  Scott: 

All  right.  Message  received  t  and  have  sent  word  along  the  line  to 
make  great  exertion  to  get  on  board  at  Cape  Eace.  The  excitement 
here  is  great.  All  hands  seem  rejoiced.  The  stock  brokers  are  working 
for  a  fall  on  the  strengtii  of  difficulty  with  England.  The  people  are 
glad  to  see  John  Bull  taken  by  the  horns.  It  is  suggested  as  a  punish- 
ment to  stop  Mason's  oysters  and  Slidell's  whisky. 

SIANFOKD]. 


New  York,  November  16,  1861. 
Hon.  T.  A.  Scott  : 

Finding  the  line  down  in  Nova  Scotia  we  have  sent  to  Farther  Pomt 
on  tlie  Saint  Lawrence  to  be  put  on  board  the  Jura  which  will  pass 
there  to-night.  If  you  have  any  particulars  you  wish  to  add  and  will 
.send  them  by  6  o'clock  they  will  be  in  time  to  reach  the  Jura. 

E.  S.  SANFOED. 


"Taylor  was  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  Captain  Wilkes  to  Secretary  Welles. 
t  Not  found. 
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Baltimore,  November  16, 1861. 

Mr.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Intelligence  from  Bermuda  says : 

Cargo  of  Fingal  was  placed  on  board  Nashville  which  started  to  run  blockade  at 
Savannah  and  Fingal  sailed  under  English  flag  lor  Liverpool  with  Slidell  and  Mason 
on  board. 

This  may  put  a  cliit'erent  national  aspect  on  affairs. 

C.  C.  FULTON. 


Boston,  Novemher  17,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  TLe  excitement  of  the  day — the  seizure  of  Mason  and 
Slidell — must  plead  my  apology  for  addressing  you.  I  have  conversed 
with  many  of  our  leading  merchants,  heard  the  opinions  of  many  of  our 
ablest  lawyers,  and  all  agree  that  the  action  of  Captain  Wilkes  in  seiz- 
ing these  men  is  commendable  and  that  the  Administration  ought  to 
sustain  him  and  hold  them  at  all  hazards.  In  New  York  the  English 
interest  will  be  loud  in  condemnation  and  ought  not  to  be  lieeded. 

We  think  here  the  results  will  justify  the  act  of  Wilkes  and  there 
are  precedents  in  abundance  in  the  records  of  the  British  courts  to 
sustain  it.  Public  sentiment  m  New  England  will  be  all  right  and 
entirely  sustain  this  course.  The  question  of  opening  a  port  of  trade 
at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  if  seriously  entertained  involves  numerous  questions 
and  difficulties  and  here  it  is  generally  considered  that  it  will  be  a  mis- 
take to  attempt  it. 

With  great  respect,  yours,  truly, 

PHILO  S.  SHELTOK 


New  York,  November  18, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  On  behalf  of  the  relatives  of  John  Slidell,  esq.,  and  the 
family  of  the  late  Commodore  Perry  (whose  daughter  is  my  wife)  I 
write  to  ask  whether  I  may  be  allowed  to  communicate  with  him  and 
to  tender  him  so  far  as  a  loyal  citizen  may  do  such  acts  of  kindness  and 
friendship  as  his  situation  may  demand.  You  will  greatly  oblige  me  if 
you  will  indicate  the  practice  and  wishes  of  the  Government  in  this 
respect.  Where  I  am  known  it  would  be  unnecessary  ibr  me  to  add 
that  I  have  no  sympathy  whatever  in  any  of  the  political  views  of  Mr. 
Slidell  and  never  entertained  any  other  feeling  than  love  for  mv  country 
and  her  flag. 

With  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HONE. 


Washington,  November  19,  1861. 

(Received  December  2.) 
[Earl  Russell,  London.] 

JIy  Lord:  I  liavc  already  informed  your  lordship  by  telegraph  that 
Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  who  are  believed  to  have  been  on  their  way 
to  England  and  France  as  commissioners  from  the  so-called  Confederate 
Government  were  taken  by  force  out  of  the  British  mail-packet  Trent 
by  the  U.  S.  ship  San  Jacinto  in  the  Bahama  Channel  and  brought  to 
this  country  as  prisoners. 
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The  copious  extracts  from  Americim  newspapers  which  I  have  the 
hoDor  to  inclose*  will  make  your  lordship  acquainted  with  such  par- 
ticulars concerning  this  unfortunate  affair  as  have  transpired  here. 
They  will  also  convey  to  you  a  tolerably  correct  idea  of  the  impression 
which  it  has  made  upon  the  American  public.  The  evidence  of  the 
English  witnesses  ou  board  the  Trent  will  probably  reach  Loudon  about 
the  same  time  as  the  present  dispatch.  Without  a  knowledge  of  that 
evidence  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  form  any  correct  opinion  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  transaction.  I  have  accordingly  deemed  it  right  to  main- 
tain the  most  complete  reserve  on  the  subject.  To  conceal  the  distress 
which  I  feel  would  be  impossible  nor  would  it  if  possible  be  desirable; 
but  I  have  expressed  no  opinion  on  the  questions  of  international  law 
involved ;  I  have  hazarded  no  conjecture  as  to  the  course  which  will  be 
taken  by  Her  Majesty's  Government.  On  the  one  hand  I  dare  not  run 
the  risk  of  compromising  the  honor  and  inviolability  of  the  British  flag 
by  asking  for  a  measure  of  reparation  which  may  prove  to  be  inade- 
quate. On  the  other  hand  I  am  scarcely  less  unwilling  to  incur  the 
danger  of  rendering  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  question  more 
difficult  by  making  a  demand  which  may  turn  out  to  be  unnecessarily 
great. 

In  the  present  imperfect  state  of  my  information  I  feel  that  the  only 
proper  and  prudent  course  is  to  wait  for  the  orders  which  your  lordship 
will  give  with  a  complete  knowledge  of  tlie  whole  case.  I  am  unwill- 
ing moreover  to  deprive  any  explanation  or  repai'ation  which  the  United 
States  Government  may  think  it  right  to  offer  of  the  grace  of  being 
made  spontaneously.  I  know  too  that  a  demand  from  me  would  very 
much  increase  the  main  difficulty  which  the  Government  would  feel  in 
yielding  to  any  disi)osition  which  they  may  have  to  make  amends  to 
Great  Britain.'  The  American  people  would  more  easily  tolerate  a 
spontaneous  offer  of  reparation  made  by  its  Government  from  a  sense 
of  justice  than  a  compliance  with  a  demand  for  satisfaction  from  a 
foreign  miuister.t 


1  liave,  &.ii., 


LYONS. 


U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto, 

Keu-poy%  E.  I.,  November  20, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sik:  I  intended  to  send  you  the  iuclosed  dispatch  from  New  York; 
but  on  my  arrival  in  the  Narrows  I  was  boarded  by  a  steam-tug  with 
Marshal  Murray  and  his  deputy  on  board.  As  soon  as  they  came  on 
board  and  handed  me  your  and  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  I  headed  the 
ship  for  Boston.  

'Not  found.  .  ,      ...         ,   ,.       X    ■», 

t  Some  of  the  correspondence  between  the  British  authorities  relating  to  Mason 
and  SlideU's  case  herein  arranged  in  its  chronological  order  with  the  American 
rciports,  orders,  correspondence,  &c.,  on  the  same  subject,  is  copied  from  au  official 
British  document,  "North  America,  No.  5,"  covering  "Conespoudenco respecting  the 
seizure  of  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidcll,  Macfarland  and  Eustis  irom  ou  board  the  royal 
mail-packet  Trent  by  the  commander  of  the  U.  S.  ship  of  war  San  Jacinto ;  presented 
to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  command  of  Her  Majesty,  1862."  It  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  Department  of  State  by  Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams.  See  Adams  to 
Seward,  January  17,  1862,  discussing  some  of  this  correspondence.  Copies  of  the 
same  document  are  also  found  on  file  in  the  Confederate  archives,  having  been 
transmitted  ))y  the  Confederate  representatives  in  London  to  the  authorities  m 
Eichmond.— COMPlLEli. 
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Adverse  winds  and  want  of  coal  compelled  me  to  put  in  this  port, 
and  shall  leave  as  soon  as  I  have  taken  in  sufficient  coal  to  carry  me  to 
Boston. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  WILKES, 

Captain. 

[lucloBiire.] 

Newport,  E.  I.,  November  20, 1861. 
Hon.  GiBEON  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

I  have  been  obliged  to  put  in  here  for  coal,  being  unable  to  reach 
Boston  owing  to  the  severe  winds  we  encountered.  I  shall  coal  and 
leave  the  earliest  moment  for  my  destination.  I  forward  you  the  con- 
tents of  a  note  received  from  the  prisoners  on  board  my  ship  at  their 
request,  and  ask  for  au  early  reply  to  its  contents.    It  is  as  follows,  viz : 

U.  S.  Steamer  Sak  Jacinto,  Jt  Sea,  November  SO,  1861. 
Capt.  Chakubs  Wilkes. 

Sib:  You  have  informed  ns  in  consequence  of  adverse  winds  and  a  short  supply 
of  coal  it  is  your  intention  to  put  into  Newport,  E.  I.  We  have  seen  in  the  news- 
papers that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  decided  that  we  shall  be 
placed  in  custody  of  the  commanding  ofBcer  at  Fort  Warren  in  Boston  Harbor. 
The  voyage  from  Newport  to  Boston  by  sea  at  this  season  of  the  year  will  probably 
be  tempestuous  and  disagreeable;  still  we  should  witli  the  exception  of  one  of  the 
signers  of  this  letter  who  is  much  indisposed  prefer  that  mode  of  conveyance  to  Fort 
Warren  to  that  by  land.  Still  we  would  much  prefer  to  be  placed  in  custody  at  New- 
port on  account  of  comparative  mildness  of  climate  and  the  delicate  health  of  the 
undersigned,  and  we  are  willing  to  pledge  ourselves  notto  make  .ony  attempt  to  escape 
nor  to  communicate  with  any  person  while  there  unless  permitted  so  to  do.  We  will 
esteem  it  a  favor  if  you  will  by  telegraph  make  our  wishes  known  to  your  Government. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  SLIDELL. 

J.  M.  MASON. 

J.  E.  MACFARLAND. 

GEORGE  EUSTIS. 

I  have  forwarded  you  a  dispatch  relative  to  my  reasons  for  making 
the  capture  of  these  commissioners  by  this  day's  mail. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  WILKES. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  November  21, 1861. 
Capt.  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  Newport,  B.  I.  : 
The  Government  has  prepared  no  place  for  confinement  of  prisoners 
at  Newport.    The  Department  cannot  change  the  destination  of  the 
prisoners. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Boston,  November  22, 1861. 
Hon.  G.  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Telegram  relative  to  search  on  board  San  Jacinto  received.    Orders 
sent  to  Colonel  Dimick  for  Captain  Wilkes,  who  has  not  yet  arrived. 

WM.  L.  HUDSON. 
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Washington,  November  22, 1861. 

(Eeceived  December  7.) 
[Earl  EUSSELL,  London.] 

My  Lord  ;  *  *  *  i  transmit  to  your  lordship  herewitli  copies*  of 
the  articles  on  the  capture  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  which  have 
been  published  in  the  principal  newspapers  since  I  had  the  honor  to 
address  to  you  my  dispatch  of  the  19th  ultimo.  To  a  person  accus- 
tomed to  the  strong  language  of  the  American  press  these  articles 
appear  moderate  and  even  subdued  in  tone.  At  all  events  the  line 
taken  by  the  greater  part  of  the  newspapers  is  rather  to  argue  that 
Great  Britain  has  not  the  right  to  complain  and  therefore  will  not  do 
so  than  to  defy  her  to  make  objection  right  or  wrong.  I  wish  I  could 
add  that  the  argument  was  generally  carried  on  in  courteous  language 
or  in  a  friendly  spirit. 

Your  lordship  may  observe  in  several  of  the  inclosed  extracts  from 
the  American  newspapers  assertions  concerning  language  stated  to 
have  been  held  by  me  in  private  conversation.  These  assertions  are 
wholly  without  foundation.  I  have  avoided  the  subject  of  the  capture 
on  board  the  Trent  as  much  as  possible,  and  have  said  no  more  than 
that  it  is  an  untoward  event  which  I  very  much  regret.  1  have  neither 
publicly  nor  privately  expressed  any  opinion  whatever  on  the  question 
of  international  law  or  on  the  course  likely  to  be  taken  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  I  have  had  no  communication  on  the  subject,  verbal  or 
written,  oflicial  or  private,  with  any  member  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  with  their  secretaries,  Messrs.  Macfarlaud 
and  Eustis,  have  been  sent  to  Fort  Warren,  in  Boston  Harbor. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto,  Boston,  November  24, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Newport  in  this  ship  at 
11.30  p.  ni.  on  the  21st  instant  en  route  for  Boston,  but  on  the  next 
morning  I  was  obliged  to  putinto  Holmes'  Hole  on  account  of  the  intense 
fog.  We  arrived  off  Boston  Light  last  evening  and  anchored  there,  the 
night  being  very  dark  and  a  severe  storm  ahead. 

I  delivered  the  Confederate  commissioners  this  morning  to  Colonel 
Dimick,  commanding  U.  S.  detachment  at  Fort  Warren,  from  whom  I 
obtained  a  receipt.  So  soon  as  the  prisoners  were  landed  I  proceeded 
immediately  to  Boston  and  at  2  p.  m.  anchored  off  the  navy-yard. 

I  have  telegraphed  you  through  Captain  Hudson  the  amount  of 
money  required  to  pay  off  the  crew  and  shall  await  your  further  orders. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  WILKES, 

Captain. 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  November  25, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
Capt.  Charles  Wilkes  of  the  arrest  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  and 

*  Not  found. 
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their  secretaries,  Messrs.  Macfarlaiid  aud  Eustis,  on  board  the  steamer 
Trent,  dated  U.  S.  steamer  San  Jacinto,  at  sea,  November  16, 1861. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

[luclusure.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  Sai^  Jacinto,  At  i>ea,  November  10,  1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

SiE:  In  my  dispatch  by  Oommander  Taylor*  I  confine  myself  to  the 
reports  of  the  movements  of  this  ship  and  the  facts  connected  with  the 
capture  of  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Eustis  and  Macfarland,  as  I  intended 
to  V7rite  you  particularly  relative  to  the  reasons  which  induced  my  action 
in  making  them  prisoners. 

When  I  heard  at  Cienfuegos  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba  of  these  com- 
missioners having  landed  on  the  Island  of  Cuba  and  that  they  were  at 
the  Havana  and  would  depart  in  the  English  steamer  on  the  7th  of 
November,  I  determined  to  intercept  them  aud  carefully  examined  all 
the  authorities  on  international  law  to  which  I  had  access,  viz,  Kent, 
Wheaton  and  Vattel,  besides  various  decisions  of  Sir  William  Scott  and 
other  judges  of  the  admiralty  court  of  Great  Britain  which  bore  upon 
the  rights  of  neutrals  and  their  responsibilities. 

The  governments  of  Great  Britain,  Prance  and  Spain  having  issued 
proclamations  that  the  Confederate  States  were  viewed,  considered  and 
treated  as  belligerents  and  knowing  that  the  ports  of  Great  Britain, 
Erance,  Spain  and  Holland  in  the  West  Indies  were  open  to  their  ves- 
sels aud  that  they  were  admitted  to  all  tlie  courtesies  and  protection 
vessels  of  the  United  States  received,  every  aid  and  attention  being 
given  them,  proved  clearly  that  they  acted  upon  this  view  and  decision 
and  brought  them  within  the  international  law  of  search  and  under  the 
responsibilities.  I  therefore  felt  no  hesitation  in  boarding  and  search- 
ing all  vessels  of  whatever  nation  I  fell  in  with  and  have  done  so. 

The  question  arose  in  my  mind  whether  I  had  the  right  to  capture  the 
persons  of  these  commissioners,  whether  they  were  amenable  to  capture. 
There  was  no  doubt  I  had  the  right  to  capture  vessels  with  written  dis- 
patches. They  are  expressly  referred  to  in  all  authorities,  subjecting  the 
vessel  to  seizure  and  condemnation  if  the  captain  of  the  vessel  has  the 
knowledge  of  their  being  on  board.  Both  these  gentlemen  were  not  dis- 
patches in  the  literal  sense  and  did  not  seem  to  come  under  that  desig- 
nation aud  nowhere  could  I  find  a  case  in  point. 

That  they  were  commissioners  I  had  ample  proof  from  their  own 
avowal,  and  bent  on  mischievous  and  traitorous  errands  against  our 
country,  to  overthrow  its  institutions  and  enter  into  treaties  aud  alli- 
ances with  foreign  States,  expressly  forbidden  by  the  Constitution. 

They  liad  been  presented  to  the  captain  general  of  Cuba  by  Her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  consul-general,  but  the  captain-general  told  me  that  he 
had  not  received  them  in  that  capacity  but  as  distinguished  gentlemen 
and  strangers. 

I  then  considered  them  as  the  embodiment  of  dispatches  and  as  they 
had  openly  declared  themselves  as  charged  with  all  authority  from  the 
Confederate  Government  to  form  treaties  and  alliances  tending  to  the 
establishment  of  their  independence  1  became  satisfied  that  their  mis- 
sion was  adverse  and  criminal  to  the  Union  and  it  therefore  became  my 
duty  to  arrest  their  progress  and  capture  them  if  they  had  no  passports 
or  papers  from  the  Federal  Governmeiit  as  provided  for  under  the  law 

*  Wilkes  to  Secretary  Welles,  Noveinbov  15,  p.  1080. 
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of  uations,  viz :  "  That  foreign  ministers  of  a  belligerent  ou  board  of  neu- 
tral ships  are  required  to  possess  papers  from  the  other  belligerent  to 
permit  them  to  pass  free." 

Report  and  their  assumption  gave  them  the  title  of  ministers  to  France 
and  England,  but  inasmuch  as  they  had  not  been  received  by  either  of 
these  powers  1  did  not  conceive  they  had  any  immunity  attached  to 
tlieir  persons  and  were  but  escaped  conspirators  plotting  and  contriv- 
ing to  overthrow  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  they  were 
therefore  not  to  be  considered  as  having  any  claim  to  the  immunities 
attached  to  the  character  they  thought  fit  to  assume. 

As  respects  the  steamer  in  which  they  embarked  1  ascertained  in  the 
Havana  that  she  was  a  merchant  vessel  plying  between  Vera  Cruz, 
the  Havana  and  Saint  Thomas  carrying  the  mail  by  contract. 

The  agent  of  the  vessel,  the  son  of  the  British  consul  at  Havana,  was 
well  aware  of  the  character  of  these  persons;  that  they  engaged  their 
passage  and  did  embark  in  the  vessel;  his  father  had  visited  and  intro- 
duced them  as  ministers  of  the  Confederate  States  on  their  way  to 
England  and  France. 

They  went  in  the  steamer  with  the  knowledge  and  by  the  consent  of 
the  captain,  who  endeavored  afterward  to  conceal  them  by  refusing  to 
exhibit  the  passenger  list  and  the  papers  of  the  vessel.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  he  knew  they  were  carrying  highly  important  dispatches,  and 
were  endowed  with  instructions  inimical  to  the  United  States.  This 
rendered  his  vessel  (a  neutral)  a  good  prize  and  I  determined  to  take 
possession  of  her  and  as  I  mentioned  in  my  report  send  her  to  Key 
West  for  adjudication  where  I  am  well  satisfied  she  would  have  been 
condemned  for  carrying  these  persons  and  for  resisting  to  be  searched. 
The  cargo  was  also  liable,  as  all  the  shippers  were  knowing  to  the 
embarkation  of  these  live  dispatches  and  their  traitorous  motives  and 
actions  to  the  Union  of  the  United  States. 

I  forbore  to  seize  her,  however,  in  consequence  of  my  being  so  reduced 
in  ofiBcers  and  crew  and  the  derangement  it  would  cause  innocent  per- 
sons, there  being  a  large  number  of  passengers  who  would  have  been 
put  to  great  loss  and  inconvenience  as  well  as  disappointment  from  the 
interruption  it  would  have  caused  them  in  not  being  able  to  join  the 
steamer  from  Saint  Thomas  to  Europe.  I  therefore  concluded  to  sac- 
rifice the  interests  of  my  ofiflcers  and  crew  in  the  prize  and  suffered  the 
steamer  to  proceed  after  the  necessary  detention  to  effect  the  transfer 
of  these  commissioners,  considering  1  had  obtained  the  important  end 
I  had  in  view  and  which  affected  the  interests  of  our  country  and  inter- 
rupted the  action  of  that  of  the  Confederates. 

1  would  add  that  the  conduct  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects 
both  official  and  others  showed  but  little  regard  or  obedience  to  her 
proclamation  by  aiding  and  abetting  the  views  and  endeavoring  to  con- 
ceal the  persons  of  these  commissioners. 

I  have  pointed  out  sufficient  reasons  to  show  you  that  my  action  m 
this  case  was  derived  from  a  firm  conviction  that  it  became  my  duty  to 
make  these  parties  prisoners  and  to  bring  them  to  the  United  States. 

Although  in  giving  up  this  valuable  prize  I  have  deprived  the  officers 
and  crew  of  a  well-earned  reward  I  am  assured  they  are  quite  content 
to  forego  any  advantages  which  might  have  accrued  to  them  under  the 
circumstances.  .,  .,.^    ^  n-       ^ 

I  may  add  that  having  assumed  the  responsibdity  I  am  willing  to 

abide  the  result. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'       '       ^  CHARLES  WILKES, 

Captain. 
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U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  New  TorTc,  November  35, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  telegraphic  dis- 
patch of  the  16th  instant  I  boarded  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant 
between  the  hours  of  5  and  (J  p.  m.  abreast  of  the  Highland  Lights  the 
steamer  San  Jacinto  having  on  board  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  com- 
missioners of  the  Confederate  States,  and  their  secretaries,  Macfarlaiid 
and  Eustis,  and  proceeded  with  the  ship  to  Fort  Warren  where  1  deliv- 
ered the  parties  into  the  custody  of  Colonel  Dimick,  in  charge  of  the 
fort. 

I  thoroughly  searched  and  examined  their  baggage  but  found  no 
papers  of  any  description  whatever. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET  MUERAY. 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harhor,  November  25,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  port  of  prisoners 

James  M.  Mason,  John  Slidell,  George  Eustis  and  J.  E.  Macfarland. 

They  were  received  of  Captain  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  on  the  morning  of 

the  24th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


Washington,  November  25, 1861. 

(Eeceived  December  9.) 
[Earl  Eussell,  London.] 

My  Lord  :  No  authoritative  declaration  has  to  my  knowledge  been 
made  by  the  United  States  Government  of  the  view  which  it  takes  of 
the  capture  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  on  board  the  Trent.  Certainly 
no  communication  has  been  made  to  me  on  the  subject.  I  have  neither 
sought  nor  avoided  an  interview  with  Mr.  Seward,  but  it  has  so  hap- 
pened that  I  have  not  seen  him  nor  indeed  any  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment since  the  intelligence  of  the  capture  arrived. 

The  discussion  of  the  question  of  international  law  is  continued  in 
the  newspapers.    I  inclose  the  most  remarkable  articles*  which  have 
appeared  in  them  since  I  wrote  my  dispatch  dated  three  days  ago. 
The  tone  of  the  press  may  be  considered  to  be  on  the  whole  moderate. 
I  have,  <&c., 

LYONS. 


Boston,  November  26, 1861. 
Hon.  G.  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Telegram  relative  to  search  of  baggage  received.    Captain  Wilkes 
absent  in  Boston.    Will  see  him  in  an  hour  and  telegraph. 

WM.  L,  HUDSON, 
Commandant,  Navy-  Yard. 

*Not  found. 
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Boston,  November  26, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Captain  Wilkes  informs  me  that  tlie  baggage  of  the  rebel  commis- 
sioners was  not  examined  by  him,  they  being  under  the  control  of  the 
marshal.  My  letter  by  the  mail  of  this  evening  shows  my  action  in 
relation  to  your  first  telegram  on  this  subject. 

W.  L.  HUDSON. 


Kavy-Yaed,  Boston,  November  26, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  telegram  relative  to 
the  examination  of  the  effects  of  the  rebel  commissioners  was  received 
at  5  p.  m.  on  the  22d  instant.  At  6  p.  m.  I  dispatched  it  under  charge 
of  an  officer  in  a  tug  for  Fort  Warren.  It  was  handed  to  Colonel 
Dimick,  as  per  the  inclosed  copies  of  my  letters  on  the  subject.  The 
San  Jacinto  arrived  twenty-four  hours  subsequently  at  Fort  Warren 
thus  giving  ample  time  for  the  fulfillment  of  your  telegram. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  HUDSON, 

Gommandan^. 

[Inclosure.] 

Navy- Yard,  Boston,  November  22, 1861. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick, 

Commanding  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  letter  to  Captain  Wilkes  con- 
taining a  telegram  just  received  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Secretary  I  have  to 
request  you  will  cause  the  letter  to  be  handed  Captain  Wilkes  before 
he  shall  permit  a  passenger  or  prisoner  to  laud  at  the  fort  under  your 
command.  Be  pleased  to  peruse  the  letter  before  sealing. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  HUDSON, 

Commandant. 

[Sub-inclosure.] 

Navy-TakDj  Boston,  November  22, 1861. 
Capt.  Charles  Wilkes,  Commanding  Steamer  San  Jacinto. 

Sir:  I  inclose  for  your  action  copy  of  telegram  just  received  from 
the  Navy  Department.  Be  pleased  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 
Department  to  the  fullest  extent  in  your  power: 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  November  22,  1861. 
Capt.  AViLLiAM  L.  Hudson,  Navy-Yard: 

Direct  Captain  Wilkes  immediately  on  his  arrival  to  have  the  effects  of  the  rebel 
commissioners  on  board  the  San  Jacinto  thoroughly  examined,  and  whatever  papers 
may  be  found  to  send  them  by  special  messenger  to  the  Department.  Answer  per 
*^l^Sraph.  GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  informed  the  Department  of  the  receipt  of  its  telegram. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  W.  L.  HUDSON, 

Commandant. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  37, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a 
copy  of  dispatch*  received  from  the  U.  S.  consul-general  at  Havana 
respecting  the  visit  of  the  San  Jacinto  to  that  place  and  the  favorable 
impression  made  upon  the  authorities  of  the  island  by  the  gallant  bear- 
ing of  Captain  Wilkes  and  the  other  ofQcers  attached  to  the  vessel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Confidential.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  27,  1861. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c. 

Sir:  Your  very  confidential  letter  of  the  4th  instantt  was  duly 
received.    *    *    * 

I  forbear  from  speaking  of  the  capture  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell. 
The  act  was  done  by  Commander  Wilkes  without  instructions  and  even 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  Government. 

Lord  Lyons  has  judiciously  refrained  from  all  communication  with 
me  on  the  subject  and  I  thought  it  equally  wise  to  reserve  ourselves 
until  we  hear  what  the  British  Government  may  have  to  say  on  the 
subject. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWAED. 

Admiralty,  [Ijondwi,]  November  27,  1861. 
[Mr.  Hammond.] 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  send  you  herewith  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell  a  copy  of  a 
letter  dated  the  9th  instant  from  Commander  Williams,  the  agent  for 
mails  on  board  the  contract  steamer  Trent,  detailing  the  circumstances 
under  which  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  commissioners  from  the  so-styled 
Confederate  States  of  America  to  this  country  and.  France,  and  their 
secretaries  Avere  forcibly  taken  out  of  the  Trent  by  an  armed  party  of 
officers  and  men  from  the  U.  S.  ship  of  war  San  Jacinto  on  the  8th 
instant  in  the  Bahama  Channel. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  KOMAINE, 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

[Incloaure.] 

Trent,  At  Sea,  November  9,  1861. 
Captain  Patey. 

Sir  :  There  devolves  on  me  the  painful  duty  of  reporting  to  you  a 
wanton  act  of  aggression  on  this  ship  by  the  IJ.  S.  war  screw-steamer 
San  Jacinto,  carrying  a  broadside  of  seven  guns  and  a  shell  pivot  gun 
of  heavy  caliber  on  the  fore-castle,  which  took  place  on  the  8th  instant 
in  the  Bahama  Channel  abreast  of  the  Paredon  Light-House.  The 
Trent  left  Havana  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  7th  instant  with  Her  Majesty's  mails 
for  England,  having  on  board  a  large  freight  of  specie  as  well  as  numer- 
ous passengers,  amongst  whom  were  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  the 
former  accredited  with  a  special  mission  from  the  Confederate  States 

^  Omitted.  tNotfouud. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1303 

to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  and  tlie  latter  to  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, with  their  respective  secretaries,  Messrs.  Macfarland  and 
Eustis. 

Shortly  after  noon  on  the  8th  a  steamer  having  the  appearance  of  a 
man-of-war  but  not  showing  colors  was  observed  ahead  hove  to.  We 
immediately  hoisted  our  ensign  at  the  peak  but  it  was  not  responded 
to  until  on  nearing  her  at  1.15  p.  m.  she  fired  a  round  shot  from  her 
pivot  gun  across  our  bows  and  showed  American  colors.  Our  engines 
were  immediately  slowed  and  wo  were  still  approaching  her  when  she 
discharged  a  shell  from  her  pivot  gun  immediately  across  our  bows, 
exploding  half  a  cable's  length  ahead  of  us.  We  then  stopped  when 
an  officer  with  an  armed  guard  of  marines  boarded  us  and  demanded  a 
list  of  passengers,  which  demand  being  refused  the  officer  said  that  he 
had  orders  to  arrest  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Macfarland  and  Eustis  and 
that  he  had  sure  information  of  their  being  passengers  in  the  Trent. 

Declining  to  satisfy  him  whether  such  persons  were  on  board  or  not, 
Mr.  Slidell  stepped  forward  and  announced  tliat  tlie  four  persons  he  had 
then  named  were  standing  before  him  under  British  protciition  and  that 
if  they  were  taken  on  board  the  San  Jacinto  they  must  be  taken  vi  et  _ 
armis,  the  commander  of  the  Trent  and  myself  at  the  same  time  pro- 
testing against  tliis  illegal  act,  this  act  of  piracy  carried  out  by  brute 
force,  as  we  had  no  means  of  resisting  the  aggression  the  San  Jacinto 
being  at  the  time  on  our  port  beam  about  20i»  yards  ofiF,  her  ship's  com- 
pany at  quarters,  ports  open  and  tompions  out.  Sufficient  time  being 
given  for  such  necessaries  as  they  might  require  being  sent  to  them 
these  gentlemen  were  forcibly  taken  out  of  the  ship  and  then  a  further 
demand  was  made  that  the  commander  of  the  Trent  should  i>roceed  on 
board  the  San  Jacinto,  but  as  he  expressed  his  determination  not  to  go 
unless  forcibly  compelled  likewise  this  latter  demand  was  not  carried 
into  execution. 

At  3,40  we  parted  company  and  proceeded  on  our  way  to  Saint 
Thomas,  on  our  arrival  at  which  place  I  shall  deliver  to  the  consul 
duplicates  of  this  letter  to  Lord  Lyons,  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  Commo- 
dore Dunlop  and  the  consul-general  at  Havana. 
I  have,  &c., 

EIOHARD   WILLIAMS, 

Commander,  Royal  Navy,  and  Admiralty  Agent  in  Charge  of  Mails. 


IjAncaster,  Ohio,  Xotemher  I^<S,  18G1. 
The  President. 

Sir:  I  do  not  think  it  wise  policy  for  the  United  States  to  insist  on 
extending  the  rights  of  belligerents  over  neutral  vessels  on  the  liigh 
seas,  consequently  we  ought  not  to  vouch  as  authority  previous  aggres- 
sive acts  of  England  at  a  time  when  she  was  a  swaggering  bully  on  the 
ocean  and  insist  on  tliem  as  supported  by  international  law,  for  if  we  do 
our  mouths  will  be  closed  when  England  as  a  belligerent  hereafter  (and 
such  she  will  be  ten  years  to  our  one)  shall  stretch  the  law  against  us 
to  the  same  point. 

If  she  remonstrates  and  makes  reclamation  the  proper  mode  in  my 
judgment  Is  to  let  her  lay  down  the  law— agree  to  any  proposition  she 
may  lay  down  favorable  to  neutral  vessels,  their  cargoes  and  passen- 
gers. Say  to  her:  "  You  have  not  habitually  conformed  to  these  rules 
and  may  ijossibly  trespass  them  hereafter.  The  law  must  be  the  same 
to  us  both  now  and  in  all  future  time.    "We  will  make  a  treaty  with 
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you  declaring  and  settling  as  international  law  the  principle  which  you 
now  propose  and  when  settled  by  treaty  we  will  let  it  embrace  this 
case  and  full/ conform  to  it." 

The  proposition  that  she  must  lay  down  will  be  that  a  neutral  vessel 
cleared  at  one  neutral  port  and  bound  to  another  is  not  liable  to  search 
and  seizure  under  charge  of  carrying  contraband  of  war ;  or  in  more 
general  terms  that  under  these  circumstances  the  neutral  vessel  is  enti- 
tled to  the  same  immunity  as  neutral  soil.  I  think  this  position  a  sound 
one.  It  is  at  all  events  for  the  permanent  interest  of  the  United  States 
that  it  should  be  settled  as  the  law  of  nations  if  it  can  be  definitively 
so  settled. 

But  England  Avill  not  agree  to  it.  If  the  proposition  be  made  to  so 
settle  it  by  treaty  she  will  equivocate,  diplomatize  and  finally  waive 
her  claim. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

T.  EWING. 

[iDdorsement.] 

December  3,  1861. 
[Hon.  William  H.  Seward.] 

Governor:  The  President  directs  me  to  send  you  Mr.  Ewing's 
second*  dissertation  on  neutral  rights. 

JOHN  HAY. 


Legation  of  the  TJniteb  States, 

London,  November  2'j,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  It  has  appeared  to  me  not  without  its  social  use  to  accept  from 
time  to  time  such  invitations  as  are  customarily  extended  to  the  minis- 
ter at  this  season  of  the  year  by  persons  of  influence  to  visit  them  at 
their  houses  in  the  country.  I  was  absent  for  three  days  this  week  at 
the  residence  of  a  member  of  Parliament  in  Yorkshire  on  one  of  these 
occasions  when  the  news  came  to  London  of  the  seizure  of  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Slidell  on  board  of  the  steamer  Trent  in  the  West  Indies 
by  the  commander  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  San  Jacinto.  A  telegram  was 
sent  up  to  me  on  Wednesday  evening  and  I  returned  to  this  place  the 
next  day. 

In  the  meantime  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  popular  feeling  has 
been  very  strongly  excited  by  this  intelligence.  Advantage  was  taken 
of  it  in  Liverpool  by  the  friends  of  the  insurgents  to  summon  a  hasty 
meeting  and  precipitate  tlie  public  indignation  upon  the  ministry  in 
order  to  drive  them  into  some  decided  measure.  It  may  be  regarded 
as  rather  a  fortunate  event  that  circumstances  had  in  some  degree  pre 
pared  them  for  the  possibility  of  such  a  result.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  source  from  which  Lord  Palmerston  drew  the  inferences  of  the 
mission  of  the  James  Adger  which  he  explained  to  met  it  is  now  clear 
to  my  mind  that  he  erred  rather  in  the  selecting  of  the  agency  than  in 
the  nature  of  the  work  proposed  to  be  done.  So  much  was  he  con- 
vinced of  the  soundness  of  his  opinion  that  it  now  appears  from  the 
newspapers  an  armed  steamer  had  been  actually  sent  out  before  he  saw 
me  to  be  on  the  watch  to  prevent  such  a  catastrophe  in  this  neighbor- 
hood.   It  is  also  made  certain  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  had 


*  No  other  letter  from  E  wing  on  this  snbject  found. 
t  See  Adams  to  Seward,  November  15,  p.  1078. 
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been  already  consulted  on  the  merits  of  the  case.  Hence  the  readiness 
with  which  the  leading  newspapers  immediately  came  forward  to  eluci- 
date to  the  people  the  doctrine  applicable  to  the  question. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  the  medicine  is  not  the  less  bitter 
because  it  is  an  old  one  of  their  own  concoction.  The  pride  of  the 
British  nation  is  deeply  touched.  The  consequences  foreseen  by  Lord 
Palmerston  are  not  unlikely  to  follow  and  all  opportunity  for  further 
usefulness  in  my  present  capacity  threatens  to  be  soon  at  an  end.  I 
may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  add  that  I  regret  this  prospect.  A  delay 
of  a  few  months  or  even  of  a  few  weeks  might  have  brought  our  aftairs 
to  a  positive  termination  without  materially  affecting  the  good  under- 
standing here  which  has  been  in  such  rapid  process  of  dissolution.  As 
it  is,  what  with  the  case  of  the  Harvey  Birch  to  irritate  us  on  the  one 
side  and  that  of  the  steamer  Trent  to  provoke  them  on  the  other,  the 
season  for  the  influence  of  pacific  counsels  is  gradually  but  certainly 
passing  away. 

On  my  arrival  in  town  on  Thursday  I  found  a  note  from  Lord  Eussell 
asking  me  to  call  and  see  him  at  an  hour  of  the  day  which  had  already 
elapsed.  But  my  secretary,  Mr.  Moran,  who  had  been  apprised  of  the 
moment  when  I  should  return,  called  in  person  at  the  foreign  office  and 
explained  to  one  of  the  under  secretaries  the  reason  of  the  delay.  The 
conference  was  then  postponed  until  Friday  at  a  quarter  to  2  o'clock, 
when  it  took  place.  The  substance  of  it  I  will  now  proceed  to  submit 
to  your  consideration. 

His  lordship  remarked  that  it  was  altogether  too  early  to  enter  into  any 
discussion  of  the  subject  upon  which  he  had  desired  to  see  me,  the  seizure 
of  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell  and  others  on  board  of  a  British  vessel.  His 
object  now  was  only  to  inquire  in  advance  of  a  meeting  of  the  ministers 
at  2  o'clock  whether  1  had  any  information  from  my  Government  touch- 
ing the  matter  or  was  possessed  of  any  light  which  it  might  be  useful 
for  him  to  possess.  I  replied  that  I  knew  no  more  of  the  affair  than 
what  had  been  stated  in  the  newspapers.  I  was  not  prepared  to  say  a 
word  about  it  because  I  was  possessed  neither  of  the  true  state  of  the 
facts  nor  of  the  views  which  my  Government  had  taken  of  them.  1  did 
not  even  know  how  far  the  naval  officer  had  acted  under  authority. 

His  lordship  then  alluded  to  my  conference  with  Lord  Palmerston 
the  other  day  and  to  his  report  of  what  I  had  said  to  him  about  the 
mission  of  the  James  Adger  in  order  to  know  if  it  could  have  been  cor- 
rect. Lord  Palmerston  had  understood  me  as  saying  that  the  captain's 
instructions  which  I  told  him  I  had  seen  not  only  directed  him  to  inter- 
cept the  Nashville  with  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  on  board  but  pro- 
hibited him  from  stopping  any  British  ship.  I  replied  that  his  lordship 
had  not  understood  me  quite  correctly.  He  had  begun  the  conversation 
by  taking  for  granted  that  the  intention  of  the  captain  of  the  Adger  had 
been  to  take  these  persons  out  of  a  British  ship.  I  had  asked  him  what 
reason  he  had  for  imputing  such  a  motive  to  him.  His  lordship  had 
assigned  his  belief  to  come  from  a  coincidence  in  the  movements  of  the 
respective  ships.  1  then  observed  that  if  that  was  all  I  could  say  that 
I  had  seen  the  captain's  instructions,  which  directed  him  to  intercept 
the  Nashville  if  he  could  and  in  case  of  inability  to  do  so  to  return  at 
once  to  New  York  keeping  his  eye  on  such  British  ships  as  might  be 
going  to  the  United  States  with  contraband  of  war.  Lord  Palmerston's 
recollection  and  mine  differed  mainly  in  this  last  particular.  Lord  Eus- 
sell then  remarked  that  this  statement  was  exactly  that  which  he  had 
recollected  my  making  to  him.  Nothing  had  been  said  in  the  instructions 
about  other  British  ships. 
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The  conference  then  ended  having  lasted  about  ten  minutes.  His 
lordship's  manner  was  a  little  more  grave  than  usual  but  in  all  other 
respects  much  the  same  as  ever. 

It  is  now  stated  that  the  Queen's  proclamation*  is  to  be  issued  pro- 
hibiting the  further  exportation  of  contraband  of  war.  This  is  under- 
stood to  be  mainly  caused  by  the  purchases  lately  made  of  great  quan- 
tities of  saltpeter  for  the  use  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
I  only  regret  that  it  had  not  been  issued  long  ago  and  thus  put  an  end 
to  the  annovance  and  irritation  consequent  upon  the  great  exertions 
of  the  insurgent  emissaries  to  fit  out  vessels  against  us  in  the  ports  of 
this  country. 

I  ought  to  add  that  in  going  into  the  ante  room  previous  to  the  con- 
lerence  I  met  there  Baron  Brunnow,  the  Russian  minister,  who  seized 
the  occasion  to  express  his  great  regret  at  the  misunderstanding  which 
is  taking  place  and  his  earnest  offer  of  any  services  on  the  part  of  him- 
self or  his  Government  that  might  have  the  effect  to  restore  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FKANOIS  ADAMS. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  39,  18(11. 

Hon.  "William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

SiK :  *  *  *  In  the  meantime  the  excitement  caused  by  the  late 
news  of  the  seizure  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  is  so  great  as  to  swal- 
low up  every  other  topic  for  the  moment.  It  may  then  be  the  part  of 
prudence  to  let  the  old  topic  t  lie  in  abeyance  until  the  heats  stirred  by 
the  new  one  shall  subside. 

******* 

It  is  plain  from  the  turn  which  has  been  taken  in  the  newspapers  of 
this  morning  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  niodihed  their 
original  position  so  far  as  to  deny  the  right  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment to  take  out  persons  when  they  do  not  take  papers  and  things. 
In  other  words  Great  Britain  would  have  been  less  offended  if  the 
United  States  had  insulted  her  a  great  deal  more. 

There  is  little  reason  to  doubt  that  the  same  steamer  which  bears 
this  will  carry  out  a  demand  for  an  apology  and  the  restoration  of  the 
men. 

I  confess  that  the  turn  things  have  taken  has  given  me  great  anxiety 
for  the  fate  of  my  unhappy  country.  But  I  shall  wait  with  resignation 
the  instructions  which  will  probably  close  my  mission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKANOIS  ADAMS. 


Eighteenth  Avenue  Koad,  Regent's  Park, 

London,  November  29, 1801. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seavaed,  Washington. 

My  Deak  Mr.  Seward  :  Your  letter,  written  as  it  must  have  been 
amid  the  all  but  overwhelming  amount  of  public  business  that  must 

*  For  extracts  from  tliis  proclamation  see  inclosnre  of  Tliaycr  to  Seward.  Decern  tier 
20,  p.  1139. 

tJhe  capture  and  destrnotion  of  American  merchant  vessels  by  Confederate  pri- 
vateers titted  out  iu  English  ports. 
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have  devolved  upon  you,  has  given  me  very  high  gratification  as  a 
proof  of  youi  regard  aud  friendship.  I  would  be  happy  indeed  if  I 
could  accept  the  kind  invitation  to  myself  and  wife  which  "your  letter 
conveys,  and  I  hope  the  day  will  come  when  I  shall  be  able  to  see  you 
again  in  your  own  land  and  enjoy  the  hospitality  which  I  have  received 
before  and  which  you  offer  to  me  again. 

Little  did  I  think  when  we  last  met  in  London  that  the  disruption  of 
your  glorious  Union  was  either  possible  or  near  at  hand,  though  I 
knew  that  in  any  danger  or  difficulty  that  might  arise  your  voice  would 
be  heard  on  the  rightful  side  and  that  no  exertions  of  yours  would  be 
spared  to  do  a  true  man's  duty. 

I  would  not  have  run  the  risk  of  boring  you  with  ])olitics  in  reply  to 
a  letter  of  friendship,  but  the  excitement  in  London  and  throughout 
England  is  so  great  in  reference  to  the  unfortunate  seizure  of  Messrs. 
Slidell  and  Mason  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  telling  you  what  I  see  and 
hear  for  your  information  and  that  of  the  President.  There  never  was 
within  memory  such  a  burst  of  feehng  as  has  been  created  by  the  news 
of  the  boarding  of  the  La  Plata  [Trent].  The  people  are  frantic  with 
rage,  and  were  the  country  polled  1  fear  that  999  men  out  of  1,000 
would  declare  for  immediate  war.  Lord  Palmerston  cannot  resist  the 
impulse  if  he  would.  If  he  submits  to  the  insult  to  the  flag  his  minis- 
try is  doomed — it  would  not  last  a  fortnight.  But  he  is  decided  to 
demand  reparation,  and  Lord  Derby  has  made  no  secret  for  the  past 
two  or  three  months  of  his  opinion  that  England  ought  immediately  to 
recognize  the  Southern  Confederation. 

The  whole  feeling  of  the  people  has  undergone  a  change.  Sym- 
pathy was  but  coldly  expressed  for  the  South.  Now  it  is  warm  and 
universal.  I  deeply  deplore  and  lament  what  has  happened,  and 
could  J  believe  that  your  Government  could  or  would  undo  it  and  dis- 
avow the  act  of  the  captain  of  the  San  Jacinto  I  should  rejoice  and 
consider  it  a  blessing  to  my  own  country  as  well  as  to  the  United 
States.  The  scene  in  the  Reform  Club  when  the  men  arrived  was  more 
exciting  than  anything  I  ever  witnessed,  and  staid  and  sober  men  (as 
Englishmen  generally  are)  became  violent,  demonstrative  and  outra- 
geous. Englishmen  would  rather  fight  with  any  power  in  the  world 
than  with  America,  but  I  do  assure  you  their  blood  is  up  and  they  mean 
mischief  in  this  business. 

A  i>oaceful  member  of  our  Parliament  declared  to  me  that  if  this 
insult  were  not  atoned  for  he  sawnousefor  aflag;  that  he  would  recom- 
mend the  British  colors  to  be  torn  into  shreds  and  sent  to  Washington 
for  the  use  of  the  Presidential  water-closets,  and  that  he  would  rather 
become  a  U.  S.  citizen  than  continue  any  longer  to  be  thought  an 
Englishman.  The  whole  people  express  the  same  feeling  though  not 
quite  so  forcibly  or  idiomatically  as  this  gentleman.  I  mix  a  great 
deal  with  people  of  all  classes  of  society  and  have  the  means  of  feeling 
the  public  pulse  as  thoroughly  as  any  man  in  London  and  1  give  you 
openly  the  result  of  my  observations. 

Tlie  Southern  men  in  London,  of  whom  I  know  several,  are  delighted 
and  think  it  the  best  thing  that  could  have  happened  for  their  cause. 
They  already  see  the  South  recognized  by  England  and  France  in  uni- 
son and  cannot  conceal  their  exultation. 

I  am  afraid  you  will  think  this  but  a  rambling  and  incoherent  letter, 
but  it  is  because  I  so  admire  and  esteem  you  that  I  write  what  comes 
uppermost,  perhaps  not  without  being  touched  with  the  contagious 
excitement  of  everybody  about  me,  excitement  which  you  know  is  dif- 
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ficult  to  be  free  from  when  the  world  is  crazy  around  yon.  I  trnst, 
however,  that  it  will  blow  over  and  that  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land will  be  friends  now  and  forever. 

With  the  sincerest  and  most  hearty  wishes  for  your  welfare  and 
health,  and  for  the  restoration  of  peace  to  your  suffering  country, 
believe  me,  my  dear  Mr.  Seward,  ever  your  devoted  friend, 

CHARLES  MAOKAY. 


Washington,  November  29, 1861. 

(Eeceived  December  12.) 
[Earl  Russell,  London.] 

My  Lord:  The  discussion  of  the  questions  of  international  law 
raised  by  the  capture  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Sl'dell  on  board  the  Trent 
continues  to  be  actively  carried  on  in  the  newspapers  of  this  country. 
With  previous  dispatches  I  have  transmitted  to  your  lordship  abun- 
dance of  articles  in  favor  of  the  legality  of  the  capture.  I  have  the 
honor  to  inclose  herewith  two*  in  which  the  contrary  opinion  is  main- 
tained. That  from  The  Albion  has  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention. 
It  quotes  the  stipulation  of  the  postal  convention  of  1848  by  which 
immunities  are  secured  to  postal  steamers  even  in  case  of  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  and  argues  by  analogy  that  such 
steamers  are  still  more  entitled  to  respect  by  the  United  States  under 
present  circumstances. 

I  have  had  no  communication  with  the  United  States  Government 
concerning  the  capture. 

I  am  informed  that  a  letter  from  one  of  the  prisoners  which  has  been 
received  here  states  that  they  are  considerately  treated  in  Fort  Warren. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  November  30,  1861. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c. 

Sir  :  Your  confidential  note  of  the  15th  of  November,  not  marked  as 
a  dispatch,  has  been  submitted  to  the  President  and  I  hasten  to  reply 
to  it  in  time  for  the  Wednesday's  mail. 

No  minister  ever  spoke  or  acted  more  Avisely  in  a  crisis  which  excited 
deep  public  solicitude  than  you  did  on  the  occasion  of  the  lord  mayor's 
dinner.  We  are  impressed  very  favorably  by  Lord  Palmer ston's  con- 
versation with  you.  You  spoke  the  simple  fact  when  you  told  him  that 
the  life  of  this  insurrection  is  sustained  by  its  hopes  of  recognition  in 
Great  Britain  and  in  France.  It  would  perish  in  ninety  days  if  those 
hopes  should  cease.  I  have  never  for  a  moment  believed  that  such  a 
recognition  could  take  place  without  producing  immediately  a  war 
between  the  United  States  and  all  the  recognizing  powers.  I  have  not 
supposed  it  possible  that  the  British  Government  could  fail  to  see  this ; 
and  at  the  same  time  I  have  sincerely  believed  the  British  Government 
must  in  its  inmost  heart  be  as  averse  to  such  a  war  as  I  know  this 
Government  is. 

I  am  sure  that  this  Government  has  carefully  avoided  giving  any 
cause  of  offense  or  irritation  to  Great  Britain,  but  it  has  seemed  to  me 
that  the  British  Government  has  been  inattentive  to  the  currents  that 
seemed  to  be  bringing  the  two  countries  into  collision.    «    *    * 

*  Not  found. 
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I  infer  from  Lord  Palmerston's  remark  that  the  British  Government 
is  now  awake  to  the  importance  of  averting  possible  conflict  and  dis- 
posed to  confer  and  act  with  earnestness  to  that  end.  If  so  we  are 
disposed  to  meet  them  in  the  same  spirit  as  a  nation  chiefly  of  British 
lineage,  sentiments  and  sympathies — a  civilized  and  humane  nation — a 
Christian  people. 

Since  that  conversation  was  held  Captain  Wilkes  in  the  steamer  San 
Jacinto  has  boarded  a  British  colonial  steamer  and  taken  from  her  deck 
two  insurgents  who  were  proceeding  to  liuropeon  an  errand  of  treason 
againsttheirown  country.  This  is  a  newiiicident  unknown  to  andunfore- 
seen  at  least  in  its  circumstances  by  Lord  Palmerston.  It  is  to  be  met 
and  disposed  of  by  the  two  Governments  if  possible  in  the  spirit  to 
which  1  have  adverted.  Lord  Lyons  has  prudently  refrained  from 
opening  the  subject  to  me,  as  I  presume  waiting  instructions  from  home. 
\Ve  have  done  nothing  on  the  subject  to  anticipate  the  discussion  and 
we  have  not  furnished  you  with  any  explanations.  We  adhere  to  that 
course  now  because  we  think  it  more  prudent  that  the  ground  taken  by 
the  British  Government  should  be  first  made  known  to  us  here  and  that 
the  discussion  if  there  must  be  one  shall  be  had  here.  It  is  proper, 
however,  that  you  should  know  one  fact  in  the  case  without  indicating 
that  we  attach  much  importance  to  it,  namely,  that  in  the  capture  of 
Messrs.  j\Iason  and  Slidell  on  board  a  British  vessel  Captain  Wilkes 
having  acted  without  any  instructions  from  the  Government  the  sub- 
ject is  therefore  free  from  the  embarrassment  which  might  have  resulted 
if  the  act  had  been  specially  directed  by  us. 

I  trust  that  the  British  Government  will  consider  the  subject  in  a 
friendly  temper  and  it  may  expect  the  best  disposition  on  the  part  of 
this  Government. 

Although  this  is  a  confidential  note  I  shall  not  object  to  your  reading 
it  to  Earl  Russell  and  Lord  Palmerston  if  you  deem  it  expedient. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Natt  Department,  Washington,  November  30, 1861. 
[Capt,  Charles  Wilkes.] 

SiE:  I  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  arrival,  and  especially  do  I 
congratulate  you  on  the  great  public  service  you  have  rendered  in  the 
capture  of  the  rebel  emissaries.  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  have  been 
conspicuous  in  the  conspiracy  to  dissolve  the  Union  and  it  is  well 
known  that  when  seized  by  you  they  were  on  a  mission  hostile  to  the 
Government  and  the  country.  Your  conduct  in  seizing  these  public 
enemies  was  marked  by  intelligence,  ability,  decision  and  firmness  and 
has  the  emphatic  approval  of  this  Department, 

It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  in  this  communication,  which  is 
intended  to  be  one  of  congratulation  to  yourself,  officers  and  crew, 
express  an  opinion  on  the  course  pursued  in  omitting  to  capture  the 
vessel  which  had  these  public  enemies  on  board  further  than  to  say 
that  the  forbearance  exercised  in  this  instance  must  not  be  permitted 
to  constitute  a  precedent  hereafter  for  the  infractions  of  neutral 
obligations. 

I  am,  &c.,  _ 

'       '  GIDEON  WELLES. 
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Port  Warren,  Boston  Harhor,  November  30,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  IT.  Seavakd,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

SiE:  31r.  J.  M.  Mason  wishes  to  send  two  bills  of  exchange  on  the 
Royal  Bank,  Liverpool,  to  England.  One  is  for  £1,000  and  the  other 
for  £300,  ill  all  £1,900  sterling.  1  informed  him  1  would  retain  his 
letter  until  1  heard  from  you.  The  hills  were  given  to  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  prisoners'  funds  on  Mr.  Mason's  arrival. 

1  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMIOK, 
Colonel  Virsi  Artillery,  Commanding. 

Foreign  Offioe,  [  London,  \  November  30,  18(11. 
Lord  Lyons,  K.  C.  i>.,  &c.,  Washington. 

My  Lord:  Intelligeuee  of  a  very  gi-ave  nature  has  reached  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

This  intelligence  was  conveyed  oCiicially  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
admiralty  by  (Joinmander  Williams,  agent  for  mails  on  board  the  con- 
tract steamer  Trent. 

It  appears  from  the  letter  of  (Jommander  Williams,  dated  "lioyul 
Mail  Contract  Packet.  Trent,  at  sea,  November  9,"  that  the  Trent  left 
Havana  on  the  7th  instant,  Avith  Her  Majesty's  mails  for  England, 
having  on  board  numerous  passengers.  Commander  Williams  states 
that  shortly  after  noon  on  the  8th  a  steamer  having  the  appearance  of 
a  man-of-war  but  not  showing  colors  was  observed  ahead.  On  nearing 
her  at  1.15  p.  m.  she  lii'ed  a  round  shot  from  her  pivot  gun  across  the 
bows  of  the  Trent  and  showed  American  colors.  While  the  Trent  was 
approaching  her  slowly  the  American  vessel  discharged  a  shell  across 
the  bows  of  the  Trent  exploding  half  a  cable's  length  ahead  of  her. 
The  Trent  then  stopped  and  an  ofli(;er  with  a  large  armed  guard  of 
marines  boarded  her.  The  officer  demanded  a  list  of  the  passengers; 
and  compliance  with  this  demand  being  refused  the  officer  said  he  had 
orders  to  arrest  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Macfarland  and  Eustis,  and 
that  he  had  sure  information  of  their  being  passengers  in  the  Trent. 
While  some  parley  was  going  on  upon  this  matter  Mr.  Slidell  stepped 
forward  and  told  the  American  officer  that  the  four  persons  he  had 
named  were  then  standing  before  him.  The  commander  of  the  Trent 
and  Commander  Williams  protested  against  the  act  of  takingby  force 
out  of  the  Trent  these  four  passengers  tlien  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  flag.  But  the  San  Jacinto  was  at  that  time  only  200  yards  from 
the  Trent,  her  shijt's  company  at  quarters,  her  jiorts  open  and  tompions 
out.  llesistance  was  therefore  out  of  the  question  and  the  four  gentlemen 
before  named  were  forcibly  taken  out  of  the  shij).  A  further  demand 
was  made  that  the  commander  of  the  Trent  should  proceed  on  board 
the  San  Jacinto  but  he  said  he  would  not  go  unless  forcibly  compelled 
likewise  and  this  demand  was  not  insisted  upon. 

It  thus  appears  that  certain  individuals  have  been  forcibly  taken 
from  on  board  a  British  vessel,  tlu^  sliip  of  a  neutral  power,  while 
such  vessel  was  pursuing  a  lawful  and  innocent  voyage — an  act  of 
violence  which  was  an  affront  to  the  British  flag  and  a  violation  of 
international  law. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  bearing  in  mind  the  friendly  relations 
which  have  long  subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  are  willing  to  believe  that  the  U.  S.  naval  officer  who  committed 
the  aggression  was  not  acting  in  compliance  with  any  authority  from 
his  Government,  or  that  if  he  conceived  himself  to  be  so  authorized  he 
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greatly  misunderstood  the  instructions  which  he  had  received;  for 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  must  be  fully  aware  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government  could  not  allow  such  an  affront  to  the  national  honor 
to  pass  Avithout  full  reparation,  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
unwilling  to  believe  that  it  could  be  the  deliberate  intention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  unnecessarily  to  force  into  discussion 
between  the  two  Governments  a  question  of  so  grave  a  character  and 
with  regard  to  which  the  whole  British  nation  would  be  sure  to  enter- 
tain such  unanimity  of  feeling. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  therefore  trust  that  when  this  matter 
shall  have  been  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  that  Government  will  of  its  own  accord  offer  to  the 
British  Government  such  redress  as  alone  could  satisfy  the  British 
nation,  namely,  the  liberation  of  the  four  gentlemen  and  their  deliv- 
ery to  your  lordship  in  order  that  they  may  again  be  placed  under 
British  protection  and  a  suitable  apology  for  the  aggression  which 
has  been  committed.  Should  these  terms  not  be  offered  by  Mr, 
Seward  you  will  propose  them  to  him. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  read  tliis  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  if  he  shall  desire  it  you  will  give  him  a  copy  of  it. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


Foreign  Offick,  [London,]  Novemher  80,  1861. 
[Lord  Lyons,  &c.,  ^Yas^dng^on.] 

My  Lord  :  In  my  previous  dispatch  of  this  date  I  have  instructed 
you  by  command  of  Her  Majesty  to  make  certain  demands  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

Sliould  Mr.  Seward  ask  for  delay  in  order  that  this  grave  and  painful 
matter  should  be  deliberately  considered  you  will  consent  to  a  delay  not 
exceeding  seven  days.  If  at  the  end  of  that  time  no  answer  is  given, 
or  if  any  other  answer  is  given  except  that  of  a  compliance  with  the 
demands  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  your  lordship  is  instructed  to 
leave  "Washington  with  all  the  members  of  your  legation,  bringing  with 
you  the  archives  of  the  legation  and  to  repair  immediately  to  Loudon. 
If,  however,  you  should  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  requirements  of 
Her  Majesty's  Goveinment  are  substantially  complied  with  you  may 
report  the  facts  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  their  consideration 
and  remain  at  your  post  until  you  receive  further  orders. 

You  will  communicate  with  Vice- Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne  immediately 
upon  receiving  the  answer  of  the  American  Government  and  you  will 
send  him  a  copy  of  that  answer  together  with  such  observations  as 
you  may  think  fit  to  make.  You  wDl  also  give  all  the  information  in 
your  power  to  the  governors  of  Canada,  Xova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick, 
Jamaica,  Bermuda  and  such  other  of  Her  Majesty's  possessions  as 
may  be  within  your  reach. 


I  am,  &c., 


IIUSSELL. 


Foreign  Office,  \Tjondon,]  November  so,  1861. 
[Lord  Lyons,  &c.,  Washington.] 

My  Lord:    Mr.  Adams  called  upon  me  yesterday  at  the  foreign 
oflfice  by  my  desire.    I  asked  him  whether  he  had  any  information  or 
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instructions  which  could  throw  light  on  the  transactions  which  had 
occurred  on  board  the  Trent.  I  said  the  cabinet  was  about  to  meet 
and  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  any  information  wliich  might  assist 
their  deliberations  on  this  painful  subject.  Mr.  Adams  said  he  had 
no  instructions  or  information  which  could  throw  light  on  what  had 
occurred  nor  did  he  know  whether  the  captures  which  had  taken  place 
on  board  the  Trent  had  the  sanction  of  his  Government  or  not.  I  said 
in  that  case  there  would  be  no  good  and  there  might  be  some  harm  in 
discussing  with  him  the  merits  of  the  question  itself,  but  1  wished  him 
to  repeat  to  me  what  he  had  told  me  some  days  ago  in  regard  to  the 
instructions  to  the  commander  of  the  James  Adger.  Mr.  Adams  then 
said  that  he  had  seen  the  instructions  to  the  commander  of  the  James 
Adger;  that  they  directed  him  to  look  out  for  the  Nashville,  a  Con- 
federate vessel  which  it  was  supposed  would  convey  Messrs.  Mason 
and  Slidell  to  England.  He  was  directed  if  that  supposition  should 
not  turn  out  to  be  the  fact  to  return  to  the  United  States,  but  to  keep 
an  eye  on  any  merchant  vessel  proceeding  from  this  country  with  con- 
traband of  war.  There  was  nothing  in  the  instructions  directing  the 
commander  to  interfere  with  any  foreign  ship  bringing  Messrs.  Mason 
and  Slidell  to  Europe.  Mr.  Adams  then  took  his  leave. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


Foreign  Office,  [London,]  November  30,  1861. 
The  Lords  Commissioi^rs  of  the  Admiralty. 

My  Lords:  1  have  received  the  Queen's  commands  to  transmit  to 
your  lordships  the  instructions*  which  are  to  be  sent  to-day  to  Lord 
Lyons.  The  Queen  directs  that  copies  of  these  instructions  should  be 
sent  to  Vice- Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne.  Vice- Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne  should 
be  directed  to  communicate  fully  with  Lord  Lyons  and  to  take  such 
measures  as  circumstances  may  seem  to  require. 

The  vice-admiral  will  refrain  from  any  act  of  hostility  against  the 
sea  or  land  forces  of  the  United  States  except  in  self-defense.  But  as 
the  act  of  wanton  violence  and  outrage  wliich  has  been  committed 
makes  it  not  unlikely  tliat  other  sudden  acts  of  aggression  may  be 
attempted.  Vice- Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne  will  take  care  not  to  place  his 
ships  in  positions  where  they  may  be  surprised  or  commanded  by  bat- 
teries on  land  of  a  superior  force.  He  should  not  detach  more  than 
one  line-of-battle  ship  and  two  frigates  on  the  expedition  to  Vera 
Cruz,  and  he  should  dispose  of  the  rest  of  his  force  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  may  prove  most  serviceable  in  case  of  hostilities.  He  will 
look  to  the  safety  of  Her  Majesty's  possessions  in  North  America  and 
the  West  Indies,  and  he  will  in  all  respects  execute  all  such  commands 
as  he  may  receive  from  your  lordships  to  guide  him  in  the  performance 
of  his  arduous  duties.  Your  lordships  will  no  doubt  be  of  opinion  that 
Admiral  Milne  ought  not  himself  to  go  to  Vera  C/ruz  and  in  that  case 
an  ofQcer  acquainted  with  the  Mexican  coast  may  be  the  most  fitting 
person  to  act  with  Sir  Charles  Wyke  in  the  discharge  of  duties  on  that 
coast. 

I  am,  &c., 

KUSSELL. 


*  The  three  preceding  letters  of  November  30  from  Russell  to  Lyons. 
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Extract  from  a  private  letter. 

.,      ,  ,  Foreign  Office,  [London,]  December  1, 1861. 

[Lord  Lyons,  &c.| 

My  Lord:  «  »  *  The  dispatches  which  were  agreed  to  at  the 
cabinet  yesterday  and  which  I  have  signed  this  morning  impose  upon 
you  a  disagreeable  task.  My  wish  would  be  that  at  your  first  interview 
with  Mr.  Seward  you  should  not  take  my  dispatch  with  you  but  should 
prepare  him  for  it  and  ask  him  to  settle  with  the  President  and  Cabinet 
what  course  they  would  propose.  The  next  time  you  should  bring  my 
dispatch  and  read  it  to  him  fully.  If  he  asks  what  will  be  the  conse- 
quence of  his  refusing  compliance  I  think  you  should  say  that  you 
wish  to  leave  him  and  the  President  quite  free  to  take. their  own  course 
and  that  you  desire  to  abstain  from  anything  like  menace. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 

Resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  December  2,  1861. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
present  to  Capt.  Charles  Wilkes  a  gold  medal  with  suitable  emblems 
and  devices  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of 
his  good  conduct  in  promptly  arresting  the  rebel  ambassadors  James 
M.  Mason  and  John  Slidell. 

Preamble    and    resolution    adopted    by  the   House  of  Representatives 

December  2,  1861. 

Whereas  Col.  Michael  Corcoran  who  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  bat- 
tle-field of  Manassas  has  after  suffering  other  indignities  been  confined 
by  the  rebel  authorities  in  the  cell  of  a  convicted  felon :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
similarly  confine  James  M.  Mason,  late  of  Virginia,  now  in  custody  at 
Fort  Warren  until  Colonel  Corcoran  shall  be  treated  as  all  the  prisoners 
of  war  taken  by  the  United  States  on  the  battle-field  have  been  treated. 


Extract  from  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  December  2, 1861. 
The  President: 

Capt.  Charles  Wilkes,  in  command  of  the  San  Jacinto,  while  search- 
ing in  the  West  Indies  for  the  Sumter  received  information  that  James 
]\I.  Mason  and  John  Slidell,  disloyal  citizens  and  leading  conspirators, 
were  with  their  suite  to  embark  from  Havana  in  the  English  steamer 
Trent  on  their  way  to  Europe  to  promote  the  cause  of  the  insurgents. 
Cruising  in  the  Bahama  Channel  he  intercepted  the  Trent  on  the  8th  of 
November  and  took  from  her  these  dangerous  men  whom  he  brought 
to  the  United  States.  His  vessel  having  been  ordered  to  refit  for  serv- 
ice at  Charlestown  the  prisoners  were  retained  on  board  and  conveyed 
to  Fort  Warren  where  they  were  committed  to  the  custody  of  Colonel 
Dimick,  in  command  of  that  fortress. 

The  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  Captain  Wilkes  on  this  occasion 
merited  and  received  the  emphatic  approval  of  the  Department,  and  if 
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a  too  generous  forbearance  was  exhibited  by  him  in  not  capturing  the 
vessel  which  had  these  rebel  emissaries  on  board  it  may  in  view  of  the 
special  circumstances  and  of  its  patriotic  motives  be  excused,  but  it 
must  by  no  means  be  permitted  to  constitute  a  precedent  hereafter  for 
the  treatment  of  any  case  of  similar  infraction  of  neutral  obligations 
by  foreign  vessels  engaged  in  commerce  or  tlie  carrying  trade. 
***»■«■#* 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 


FoKT  Wabben,  Boston  Harbor,  December  2,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  Mr.  Slidell  asked  this 
morning  to  forward  a  letter  to  his  wife  containing  an  order  on  a 
European  house  transferring  his  funds  to  her  control.  I  declined  with- 
out first  receiving  your  instructions  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Eustis  wished  to  know  if  he  could  correspond  with  his  wife  in 
Paris  without  mentioning  business  matters. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post, 


Admiralty,  [Lonclon,]  December  2,  1861. 
[Mr.  Hammond.] 

Sib:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo  inclosing  a 
copy  of  one  dated  the  9th  of  November  from  Commander  Williams 
relative  to  the  forcible  removal  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  and  their 
secretaries  from  the  Trent  contract  steamer  by  an  armed  i)arty  of 
offlcers  and  men  from  the  San  Jacinto,  U.  S.  ship  of  war,  1  am  com- 
manded by  my  lords  commissioners  of  admiralty  to  send  you  herewith 
for  the  information  of  Earl  Kussell  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  made  by 
Commander  Williams  at  the  admiralty  on  the  27th  ultimo  and  contain- 
ing further  information  on  the  above-mentioned  subject.  My  lords  did 
not  send  a  copy  of  this  memorandum  at  the  time  it  was  written  as 
Commander  Williams  on  that  day  made  a  verbal  statement  at  the 
foreign  office;  but  it  is  now  transmitted  as  it  may  be  useful  hereafter 
as  showing  the  actuiil  force  used  on  the  occasion  and  the  strong  pro- 
test made  against  it  by  Commander  Williams. 
I  am,  &C., 

W.  G.  ItOMAlNE, 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

[luclosurc] 

Memorandum  made  by  Commander  Williams. 

On  Mr.  Slidell's  announcing  that  the  four  persons  inquired  for  were 
then  standing  before  Lieutenant  Fairfax  under  British  protection  and 
that  if  taken  on  board  the  San  Jacinto  they  must  be  taken  vi  et  armis, 
I  addressed  that  oflftcer  in  the  following  terms: 

In  this  ship  I  am  the  representative  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  and 
in  the  name  of  that  Government  I  protest  against  this  illegal  act — this  violation  of 
international  law — this  act  of  piracy  ■which  you  would  not  dare  to  attempt  on  a 
ship  capable  of  resisting  such  .nggression. 
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It  was  then  that  Lieuteiiant  Fairfax  waved  his  hand  toward  the  San 
Jacinto  and  additional  force  was  sent.  The  marines  were  drawn  uj)  at 
the  entry  port,  bayonets  tixed;  and  ou  Miss  Slidell  uttering  an  hys- 
terical scream  on  her  being  separated  from  her  father —that  is  on  his 
breaking  the  window  of  his  cabin  and  thrusting  his  body  through  to 
escape  from  the  distressiiig  scene  of  forcible  separation  from  his  family — 
they  rushed  iiito  the  passage  at  the  charge.  There  were  upward  of 
sixty  armed  men  in  all,  and  the  aforesaid  gentlemen  were  then  taken 
out  of  tlie  ship,  an  armed  guard  on  either  side  of  each  seizing  them  by 
the  collar  of  tbe  coat. 

Every  inducement  was  held  out  so  far  as  importunate  persuasion 
would  go  to  prevail  on  Mrs.  Slidell  and  Mrs.  Eustis  with  the  son  and 
tliree  daughters  of  the  former  to  accompany  their  husbands,  but  as 
tliey  did  not  wish  their  wives  to  be  subjected  to  imprisonment  (Lieu- 
iciiant  Fairfax  having  replied  to  Mrs.  Slidell's  inquiry  as  to  their 
disposal  if  they  did  accomjiany  them  that  they  would  be  sent  to 
AVashingtou)  they  remained  on  board  the  Trent  and  came  to  England 
in  the  La  Plata. 

The  ships  getting  somewhat  farther  apart  than  when  this  affair  com- 
menced a  boat  came  from  the  San  Jacinto  to  request  us  to  approach 
nearer,  to  which  I  replied  that  they  had  the  same  power  iis  ourselves 
and  if  they  wished  to  be  nearer  to  us  they  had  their  own  remedy. 


Prcomhle    and    reHohition   adopted  by    the    Hotme   of  liepresentatives 

JJecemher  3,  1861. 

Whereas  Gol.  Alfred  M.  Wood,  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  New 
York  State  Militia,  who  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle 
of  Dull  Run,  has  now  by  rebel  autliorities  been  ordered  to  contiuement 
in  a  felon's  prison,  and  by  the  same  order  is  to  be  treated  as  a  prisoner 
convicted  of  infamous  crimes:  Therefore, 

Eexolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  respectfully 
requested  to  order  John  Slidell  to  the  same  character  of  prison  and  to 
the  same  treatment  until  Colonel  Wood  shall  be  treated  as  the  United 
States  have  treated  all  prisoners  taken  in  battle. 


Confidential.]  LEGATioN  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  3,  1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  The  Persia  has  not  brought  to  me  any  dispatches  touching  this 
unfortunate  difficulty  between  the  two  countries.  In  tlie  meantime  the 
feeling  is  running  very  high  on  this  side  and  little  confldence  is  enter- 
tained of  the  possibility  of  preserving  peaceful  relations.  1  confess  after 
examining  the  American  Journals  and  the  current  of  opinion  in  the 
absence  of  all  knowledge  of  the  views  of  the  Government  I  am  making 
my  arrangements  for  the  termination  of  my  stay  at  this  post,  prepara- 
tory to  the  reception  of  the  instructions  which  1  expect  with  the  return 
of  Lord  Lyons. 

That  a  very  strong  argument  as  against  the  British  Government  can 
be  made  in  justification  of  the  act  of  seizure  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt. 
The  whole  spirit  of  their  policy  on  the  ocean  for  centuries  has  been 
dictatorial  and  especially  toward  the  United  States  m  their  earlier 
days.    At  the  same  time  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  tlie  position  taken  by 
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the  United  States  from  first  to  last  has  been  one  of  resistance  to  their 
policy  and  of  maintenance  of  the  privileges  of  neutrals  to  be  free  from 
search.  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  our  own  country  varying  from 
what  seems  to  me  so  honorable  a  record  under  the  temptation  of  a  little 
ephemeral  success,  entailing  as  it  does  so  many  of  the  most  serious  con- 
sequences to  the  prosperity  of  two  great  nations. 

I  have  been  particularly  struck  with  the  language  used  by  Mr. 
Madison  on  this  subject  in  his  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Monroe  to 
treat  with  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  on  the  subjects  then  in 
dispute  between  the  countries  dated  5th  of  .lanuary,  1804.  It  is  scarcely 
possible  for  words  to  be  stronger  in  deprecation  of  such  acts  as  the 
one  that  has  just  been  committed.  It  would  appear  that  he  went  so 
far  as  to  propose  a  degree  of  immunity  to  neutral  vessels  which  was 
objected  to  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  on  the  ground  of 
"the  facility  it  would  give  to  the  escape  of  traitors  and  the  desertion 
of  others  whose  services  in  time  of  war  may  be  particularly  important 
to  an  enemy."  Under  these  circumstances  it  would  not  seem  advisable 
for  us  to  insist  upon  assuming  their  position  unless  we  are  ready  also 
to  assume  their  old  arrogant  claim  of  the  dominion  of  the  seas.  Our 
neutral  rights  are  as  valuable  to  us  as  ever  they  were,  whilst  time  has 
reflected  nothing  but  credit  on  our  steady  defense  of  them  against 
superior  power. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  then  that  at  this  moment  it  might  be  well  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  renewing  in  some  form  at  Washington  the 
proposal  made  at  the  time  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Madison  which  constitutes 
the  first  article  of  his  project.  Whatever  may  be  the  answer  that  will 
be  given  to  the  message  sent  out  through  Lord  Lyons,  the  nature  of 
which  I  do  not  undertake  to  prejudge,  the  offer  of  such  a  proposition 
may  be  of  use  as  a  basis  of  reconciliation  whether  before  or  after  the 
commencement  of  hostilities.  And  it  will  serve  to  break  the  force  of 
the  public  opinion  of  Europe  which  will  certainly  be  against  us,  and  if 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say  so,  not  without  justice,  should  we  choose  to 
place  ourselves  in  the  position  which  has  always  heretofore  earned  for 
England  the  ill  will  of  all  the  other  maritime  nations  of  the  globe,  not 
excluding  ourselves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

[Translation.] 

Administration  ov  Fobeicn  Affaiks, 

Political  Department, 

Paris,  December  3,  18C1. 
Henri  Mbrceer,  Minister  of  the  Emperor  at  Washington. 

Sir:  The  arrest  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  on  board  the  English 
packet  Trent  by  an  American  ciuiser  has  produced  in  France  if  not  the 
same  emotion  as  in  England  at  least  extreme  astonishment  and  sensa- 
tion. Public  sentiment  was  at  once  engrossed  with  the  lawfulness  and 
the  consequence  of  such  an  act  and  the  impression  which  has  resulted 
from  this  has  not  been  for  an  instant  doubtful. 

The  fact  has  appeared  so  much  out  of  accordance  with  the  ordinary 
rules  of  international  law  that  it  has  chosen  to  throw  the  responsibility 
for  it  exclusively  on  the  commander  of  the  San  Jacinto.  It  is  not 
yet  given  to  us  to  know  whether  this  supposition  is  well  founded;  and 
the  Government  of  the  Emperor  has  therefore  also  had  to  examine  the 
question  raised  by  the  taking  away  of  the  two  passengers  from  the 
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Trent,  The  desire  to  contribute  to  prevent  a  conflict  perhaps  immi- 
nent between  two  powers  for  which  it  is  animated  by  sentiments  equally 
friendly  and  the  duty  to  uphold,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  rights 
of  its  own  flag  under  shelter  from  any  attack,  certain  principles  essen- 
tial to  the  security  of  neutrals  have  after  mature  reflection  convinced 
it  that  it  could  not  under  the  circumstances  remain  entirely  silent. 

If  to  our  deep  regret  the  Cabinet  at  Washington  were  disposed  to 
approve  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the  San  Jacinto  it  would  be 
either  by  considering  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  as  enemies  or  as  seeing 
in  them  nothing  but  rebels.  In  the  one  as  in  the  other  case  there  would 
be  a  forgetfulness,  extremely  annoying,  of  principles  upon  which  we 
have  always  found  the  United  States  in  agreement  with  us. 

By  what  title  in  effect  would  the  American  cruiser  in  the  first  case 
have  arrested  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell'?  The  United  States  have 
admitted  with  us  in  the  treaties  concluded  between  the  two  countries 
that  the  freedom  of  the  flag  extends  itself  over  the  persons  found  on 
board  should  they  be  enemies  of  one  of  the  two  parties,  unless  the 
question  is  of  military  people  actually  in  the  service  of  the  enemy. 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  were  therefore  by  virtue  of  this  prmciple 
which  we  have  never  found  any  diflflculty  in  causing  to  be  inserted  in 
our  treaties  of  friendship  and  commerce  perfectly  at  liberty  under  the 
neutral  flag  of  England.  Doubtless  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  they 
could  be  considered  as  contraband  of  war.  That  which  constitutes 
contraband  of  war  is  not  yet  it  is  true  exactly  settled;  the  limitations 
are  not  absolutely  the  same  for  all  the  powers;  but  in  what  relates  to 
persons  the  special  stipulations  which  arc  found  in  the  treaties  concern- 
ing military  people  define  plainly  the  character  of  those  who  only  can 
be  seized  upon  by  belligerents;  but  there  is  no  need  to  demonstrate 
that  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  could  not  be  assimilated  to  persons  in 
that  category.  There  remains  therefore  to  invoke  in  explanation  of 
their  capture  only  the  pretext  that  they  were  the  bearers  of  official 
dispatches  from  the  enemy;  but  this  is  the  moment  to  recall  a  circum- 
stance which  governs  all  this  affair  and  which  renders  the  conduct  of 
the  American  cruiser  unjustifiable. 

The  Trent  was  not  destined  to  a  point  belonging  to  one  of  the  bel- 
ligerents. She  was  carrying  to  a  neutral  country  her  cargo  and  her 
passengers,  and  moreover  it  was  in  a  neutral  port  that  they  were  taken. 
If  it  were  admissible  that  under  such  conditions  the  neutral  flag  does 
not  completely  cover  the  persons  and  merchandise  it  carries  its  immu- 
nity would  be  nothing  more  than  an  idle  word;  at  any  moment  the 
commerce  and  the  navigation  of  third  powers  would  have  to  suffer 
from  their  innocent  and  even  their  indirect  relations  with  the  one  or 
the  other  of  the  belligerents.  These  last  would  no  longer  find  them- 
selves as  having  only  the  right  to  exact  from  the  neutral  entire  impar- 
tiality and  to  interdict  all  intermeddling  on  his  part  in  acts  of  hostility. 
They  would  imi)ose  on  his  freedom  of  commerce  and  navigation  restric- 
tions which  modern  international  law  has  refused  to  admit  as  legiti- 
mate; and  we  should  in  a  word  fall  back  upon  vexatious  practices 
against  which  in  other  epochs  no  power  has  more  earnestly  protested 
than  the  United  States. 

If  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  would  only  look  on  t^- :;  two  persons 
arrested  as  rebels  whom  it  is  always  lawful  to  seize,  the  question,  to 
place  it  on  other  ground,  could  not  be  solved,  however,  in  a  sense  in  favor 
of  the  commander  of  the  San  Jacinto.  There  would  be  in  such  case 
misapprehension  of  the  principle  which  makes  a  vessel  a  portion  of  the 
territory  of  the  nation  whose  flag  it  bears  and  violation  of  that  immunity 
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which  prohibits  a  foreign  sovereign  by  consequence  from  the  exercise 
of  his  jurisdiction.  It  certainly  is  not  necessary  to  recall  to  mind  wiili 
what  energy  under  every  circumstance  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  maintained  this  immunity  and  the  right  of  asylum  which  is 
the  conseqiience  of  it. 

Not  wishing  to  enter  upon  a  more  deep  discussion  of  the  questions 
raised  by  the  capture  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  I  have  said  enough 
I  think  to  settle  the  point  that  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  could  not 
without  striking  a  blow  at  the  principles  which  all  neutral  nations  are 
alike  interested  in  holding  in  respect  nor  without  taking  the  attitude 
of  contradiction  of  its  own  course  up  to  this  time  give  its  approbation 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  commander  of  the  San  Jacinto.  In  this  state 
of  things  it  evidently  should  not  according  to  our  views  hesitate  about 
the  determination  to  be  taken. 

Lord  Lyons  is  already  instructed  to  present  the  demand  for  satisfac- 
tion which  the  English  cabinet  is  under  the  necessity  of  reducing  to 
form  and  which  consists  in  the  immediate  release  of  the  persons  taken 
from  on  board  the  Trent,  and  in  sending  explanations  which  may  take 
from  this  act  its  offensive  character  toward  the  British  flag.  The  Fed- 
eral Government  will  be  inspired  by  a  just  and  exalted  feeling  in  defer- 
ring to  these  requests.  One  would  search  in  vain  to  what  end,  for  what 
interest  it  would  hazard  to  provoke  by  a  different  attitude  a  rujiture 
with  Great  Britain. 

For  ourselves  we  should  see  in  that  fact  a  deplorable  complication  in 
every  respect  of  the  difficulties  with  which  the  Cabinet  of  Washington 
has  already  to  struggle  and  a  precedent  of  a  nature  seriously  to  dis- 
quiet all  the  powers  which  continue  outside  of  the  existing  contest. 
We  believe  that  we  give  evidence  of  loyal  friendship  for  the  Cabinet  of 
Washington  by  not  permitting  it  to  remain  in  ignorance  in  this  con- 
dition of  things  of  our  manner  of  regarding  it.  I  request  you  therefore, 
sir,  to  seize  the  first  occasion  of  opening  yourself  frankly  to  Mr.  Seward 
and  if  he  asks  it  send  him  a  copy  of  this  dispatch. 

Eeceive,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

THOUVEKEL. 


Washington,  December  3,  ISGl.    (Received  lOth.) 
[Earl  Russell,  Lomlon.] 

My  Lord  ;  if  *  *  The  second  session  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  began  yesterday  at  noon.  The  business 
done  in  the  Senate  was  of  a  merely  formal  character.  In  the  House  of 
Representatives  several  motions  were  made  for  the  confiscation  or 
emancipation  of  slaves  whose  masters  are  not  loyal  to  the  United 
States. 

Resolutions  requesting  the  President  to  confine  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr. 
Slidell  in  felons'  cells*  and  treat  them  as  prisoners  convicted  of  infa- 
mous crnnes  were  unanimously  adopted  with  applause.  Your  lordship 
is  aware  that  in  retaliation  for  the  treatment  to  which  the  crews  of  the 
captured  Confederate  privateers  have  been  subjected  President  Davis 
has  treated  in  the  same  manner  an  equal  uuuiber  of  the  prisoners  of 
war  who  are  in  his  hands. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Cap- 
tain Wilkes  for  his  brave,  adroit  and  patriotic  conduct  in  arresting 


'  See  pp.  1113, 1115,  for  these  resolutions 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1119 

and  detaining  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell.    Tlie  authentic  account  of 
tlie  proceedings  will  not  be  published  in  time  for  me  to  transmit  a 
copy  to  your  lordship  to-day. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


Department  of  State,  WasMiujton,  December  ,-7,  18G1. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Foit  M'arren,  Boston. 

Colonel:  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  30th  ultimo  and  2d 
instant  relative  to  certain  drafts  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  on 
Europe. 

In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  as  those  gentlemen  are  confined 
on  suspicion  of  treason  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
it  is  deemed  inexpedient  to  sanction  any  trasfer  of  credits  which  they 
may  have  in  Europe. 

Mr.  P^ustis  may  be  allowed  to  forward  any  letters  previously  sub- 
mitted to  your  examination  and  which  you  may  not  disapprove. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWAED. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

'    London,  December  0,  Iblil. 
HOU.  WlT^LIAM  H.  SbavArd, 

tiecretary  of  State,  Washington. 

SiK:  The  current  of  popular  feeling  is  still  running  with  resistless 
force  throughout  this  Kingdom.  The  conflict  of  opinion  heretofore 
existing  with  powers  nearly  equal  in  favor  of  and  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  now  merged  in  an  almost  universal  demand 
for  satisfaction  for  the  insult  and  injury  thought  to  be  endured  by  the 
action  of  Captain  Wilkes. 

The  members  of  the  Government  as  a  whole  are  believed  not  to  be 
desirous  of  pressing  matters  to  a  violent  issue  but  they  are  powerless 
in  the  face  of  the  opinion  they  have  invited  from  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown.  In  quick  succession  have  been  issued  two  proclamations  for- 
bidding the  export  of  saltpeter  and  gunpowder  and  of  arms  and  muni- 
tions of  war.  At  the  same  time  orders  have  been  given  to  fit  out  at 
once  a  large  number  of  war  ships  upon  which  great  quantities  of  arms 
are  placed,  and  officers  and  men  are  warned  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  embark  on  or  after  Christmas,  being  the  time  when  the  response 
to  the  dispatches  sent  out  by  the  Europa  on  Monday  last  is  expected 
to  arrive.  There  cau  be  not  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  tlje  passions  of 
the  country  are  up  and  that  a  collision  is  inevitable  if  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  should  before  the  news  reaches  the  other  side 
have  assumed  the  position  of  Captain  Wilkes  in  a  manner  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  explanation. 

Under  such  circumstances  my  situation  is  becoming  very  rapidly  not 
merely  one  of  little  or  no  public  use  but  also  of  some  j)ersonal  embar- 
rassment. Even  should  this  storm  blow  over  without  damage  so  com- 
pletely has  mutual  confidence  been  destroyed  by  it  that  there  is  little 
prospe(.'t  of  a  restoration  of  those  relations  upon  which  alone  the  inter- 
communication of  governments  can  be  made  to  yield  beneficial  results. 
Ministers  and  people  now  fully  believe  it  is  the  nitention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  drive  them  into  hostilities.  The  arrogance  of  past  Admin- 
istrations, with  which  the  present  has  no  symjiathy,  is  yet  made  to 
rest  on  the  latter  as  if  that  too  were  animated  by  the  same  spirit. 
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Much  of  this  state  of  opinion  has  its  source  in  persons  imbued  with 
a  settled  malignity  to  America,  but  it  ought  in  justice  to  be  added  that 
it  is  also  entertained  in  qualified  form  by  many  of  its  best  friends.  Of 
the  causes  of  this  misinterpretation  it  would  be  of  little  moment  now 
to  inquire.  Of  the  effect  I  have  been  fully  sensible  ever  since  the  first 
day  of  my  arrival.  It  has  most  unfortunately  undermined  that  confi- 
dence in  the  good  intentions  of  an  Administration  which  1  firmly  believe 
to  have  been  the  most  in  harmony  with  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  of 
any  that  has  been  in  power  for  many  years  until  instead  of  being 
friendly  it  is  regarded  as  among  the  most  hostile.  So  far  as  it  has  been 
within  my  power  I  have  combatted  this  impression  in  every  form  where 
I  could  meet  it  but  the  result  has  been  rather  to  give  me  credit  for  good 
intentions  than  to  inspire  conviction  of  the  Government's  sincerity. 

The  end  of  it  is  that  it  seems  really  a  matter  of  indiff'erence  whether 
I  remain  or  not  at  this  post.  My  present  expectation  is  that  by  the 
middle  of  January  at  furthest  diplomatic  relations  will  have  been 
sundered  between  the  two  countries  without  any  act  of  mine.  I  am 
therefore  endeavoring  to  complete  all  the  ordinary  business  of  the 
legation  in  advance  of  the  moment  when  the  proper  instructions  will 
arrive  in  regard  to  the  final  disposition  of  itu  affairs  as  well  as  to  the 
course  I  am  m  yself  to  pursue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 


[Legation  of  the  United  States,] 

Paris,  December  0,  1861. 
His  Excellency  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  doc. 

Sir:  I  felt  it  a  duty  to  call  on  M.  Thouvenel  to-day  in  reference  to 
the  views  and  position  of  France  as  respects  our  unfortunate  difiBculty 
with  England.  I  had  understood  that  the  French  Government  had 
expressed  its  views  to  Lord  Cowley  and  thought  therefore  that  it  would 
have  no  objections  to  doing  the  same  to  me. 

M.  Thouvenel  said  at  once  that  the  taking  of  Messrs.  Slidell  and 
Mason  off  a  British  ship  was  the  aiiair  of  Englan^'  not  theirs,  but  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  was  the  opinion  oi  i.he  French  Gov- 
ernment that  the  act  was  a  clear  breach  of  international  law;  that  the 
French  Government  could  not  permit  the  application  of  such  a  princi- 
ple to  their  ships.  He  added  that  all  the  foreign  maritime  powers  with 
which  he  had  conferred  agTeed  that  the  act  was  a  violation  of  i)ublic 
law.  He  said  furthermore  that  he  had  at  once  communicated  these 
views  to  M.  Mercier. 

In  view  of  what  had  been  the  past  conduct  of  the  British  and  French 
Governments  in  our  affairs  and  their  joint  action  in  the  affairs  of  other 
nations,  I  thought  it  best  to  ask  bluntly  whether  in  the  event  of  a  war 
with  England  we  were  to  expect  France  to  go  beyond  the  ex))ression  of 
her  opinion;  whether  she  would  or  would  not  be  a  neutral  power, 
he  said  of  course  it  was  not  their  affair ;  they  would  be  spectators  only, 
though  not  indifferent  spectators;  the  moral  force  of  their  opinions 
TfTould  be  against  us. 

I  told  him  that  had  I  known  he  had  communicated  his  views  through 
M.  Mercier  I  should  not  have  troubled  him  with  this  interview. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L,  DAYTON. 
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FouKTGN  Office,  ( London,  \  J)ccembcr  0,  1S(U. 
[Lord  LYO^'S,  &:c.,  Wnxhiiuiton.] 

:\lY  l.ORD:  Count  Fliiliault  read  to  mc  to-day  ii  dispatch  addressed 
tu  liiui  by  3[.  Tliouvoiiel  (■<)veriiig  one  from  M,  Tliouveiiel  to  M.  Mercier.* 
In  this  letter  .M.  Tliouvcnel  reviews  with  great  ability  tlie  question  of 
the  captures  on  board  the  Trent. 

lie  begins  by  siiying  tbat  the  transaction  appeared  to  be  so  much  at 
variance  with  the  ordinary  rules  of  inteinational  law  that  the  impres- 
sion on  the  public  o])inion  in  France  was  that  the  commancler  of  the 
San  Jacinto  could  alone  be  I'esponsible  for  it.  If,  however,  the  Cabinet 
of  Wasliington  should  be  disposed  to  approve  the  conduct  of  tbat  offi- 
cer it  conld  do  so  only  on  one  or  other  of  the  grounds  of  Mr.  Mason 
and  y\v.  Slidell  being  enemies  or  being  rebels;  and  m  either  case  it 
would  depart  greatly  from  those  principles  on  which  hitherto  France 
and  the  United  States  have  been  agreed.  As  regards  the  former  case, 
that,  namely,of  the  two  gentlemen  being  considered  enemies,  the  United 
States  in  their  treaties  with  France  had  recognized  that  the  freedom 
of  the  tlag  extended  to  all  persons  except  military  or  naval  officers 
actually  in  the  service  of  the  enemy  found  under  it;  and  according  to 
this  principle  ^Ir.  ]\lason  and  Mr.  Slidell  were  free  under  the  neutral  flag 
of  England.  Xeither  could  those  gentlemen  be  deemed  contraband  ot 
war:  for  althougii  no  general  rule  as  to  the  ccnitraband  was  universally 
admitted  the  character  of  persons  liable  to  be  considered  as  contraband 
was  at  all  events  clearly  defined,  and  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  did  not 
bear  that  character. 

Then  again  as  regards  the  allegation  that  they  were  bearers  of  dis- 
patches of  the  enemy  the  conduct  of  the  U.  S,  cruiser  was  wholly 
unjustifiable.  The  Trent  was  not  destined  for  a  port  of  either  of  the 
belligerents;  she  was  on  her  voyage  tea  neutral  country  with  cargo 
and  iiassengers  which  she  had  embarked  in  a  neutral  country;  and  if 
it  were  assumed  that  under  such  circnmstances  the  neutral  flag  did  not 
protect  passengers  and  cargo  the  immunity  of  that  flag  would  be  an 
idle  word,  and  restrictions  wholly  inadmissible  according  to  the  i)rin- 
ciples  of  modern  times  would  thereby  be  imposed  on  the  freedom  of 
commerce  and  navigation.  As  regards  the  latter  case,  that,  namely, 
of  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  being  considered  rebels,  M.  Thouvenel 
observes  that  neither  in  this  case  was  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of 
the  San  Jacinto  justifiable  for  he  will  have  disregarded  the  received 
lirinciple  that  a  vessel  forms  part  of  the  territory  of  the  State  whose  flag 
it  bears  and  is  therefore  esem])t  from  foreign  jurisdiction. 

T'nder  these  circumstances  M.  Thouvenel  considers  it  imx)ossiblethat 
the  Cabinet  of  Washington  should  approve  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  San  Jacinto,  and  accordingly  in  his  opinion  it  cannot 
hesitate  as  to  the  decision  which  it  should  adopt.  It  should  acquiesce 
in  the  demands  which  Lord  Lyons  was  instructed  to  make  for  theimme- 
diate  liberation  of  the  two  gentlemen  and  for  such  explanation  as  may 
efface  the  oflense  done  to  the  British  flag.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive 
what  object  or  interest  it  could  have  in  provoking  by  a  different  course 
a  rupture  with  Great  Britain.  Such  a  rupture  P'rance  would  consider 
not  only  as  lamentable  with  reference  to  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
Cabinet  of  Washington  has  already  to  contend  but  also  as  establishing 
a  precedent  calculated  seriously  to  disquiet  all  pov.erswhoarestandnig 
aloof  from  the  conflict  now  going  on;  and  M.  Thouvenel  considers  that 
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lie  is  now  fnrnisliing  a  fresh  proof  of  the  friendship  of  Franco  for  the 
United  States  by  not  allowing  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  to  remain  in 
ignorance  of  her  sentiments  on  tbe  present  crisis. 

Your  lordship  will  perceive  from  this  summary  which  1  am  enabled 
to  give  you  of  the  instructions  addressed  by  M.  Thouvenel  to  M.  Mer- 
cier  that  the  French  minister  is  directed  to  give  the  moral  support  of 
his  Government  to  the  representations  and  requirements  which  you  are 
instructed  to  make. 


I  am,  &c., 


lilTSSELL 


Washington,  December  !),  1861.    (Keceived  23d.) 
[Earl  Russell,  London.] 

My  Lokd  :  T  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Kavy  to  Captain  Wilkes  dated  the  30th  of  N ovember,* 
which  has  been  publislied  in.  tlie  newspapers.  It  is  in  substance  the 
same  as  the  paragraph  on  the  subject  of  the  seizure  of  Messrs.  Mason 
and  Slidell  which  occurs  in  the  report  from  the  same  Secretary  sent 
to  Congress  Avitli  the  President's  message.  It  expresses  emphatic 
approval  of  the  i)roceeding,  but  says  that  the  forbearance  shown  in  not 
captuiing  the  vessel  must  not  be  permitted  to  constitute  a  precedent. 
I  have,  «&c., 

_  LYONS. 

U.  S.  Legation,  Stoclcholm,  December  10, 1861. 
Hon.  William  II.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  American  affairs  absorb 
all  other  questions  and  are  the  chief  subject  of  discussion  both  in  dip- 
lomatic and  commercial  circles.  The  arrest  of  the  Southern  commis- 
sioners created  great  excitement  in  this  quiet  city.  Count  Mander- 
strom,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  kindly  sent  me  the  telegram  as 
received  by  him  with  a  note  expressing  strong  doubts  of  its  truth. 
The  information  we  have  received  has  come  through  an  English  medium. 

All  are  waiting  to  hear  what  action  will  be  taken  by  the  Cabinet  at 
Washington.  The  arrest  is  generally  condemned  as  a  violation  of  the 
law  of  nations  and  considered  a  casus  belli  unless  disavowed.  The 
strong  and  decided  articles  in  the  French  press  denouncing  the  act  of 
Captain  Wilkes  as  illegal  have  influenced  public  opinion  to  a  great 
extent. 

The  account  of  the  flattering  reception  of  Count  Piper  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  of  State  lias  been  received  with  great  satisfaction 
by  this  (Tovernmcut.  Tbe  address  of  welcouui  by  the  President  was 
published  by  the  entire  press  in  Sweden  and  Norway. 


I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 


J.  S.  HAIJ>EMAN. 


Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  11,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  *    "f    *    I  presume  the  question  involved  in  the  case  of  the  Trent 
will  have  been  settled  before  this  reaches  you;  but  if  it  is  not  it  may  be 
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as  well  to  look  up  a  case  which  has  been  mentioned  to  inc  here  but 
which  I  have  not  the  facilities  to  examine  on  this  side  of  the  water.  It 
is  that  of  Mr.  Edward  Wyer,  bearer  of  dispatches  to  Mr.  Adams  at  Saint 
Petersburg,  believed  to  be  in  1812,  who  was  taken  out  of  a  Swedish  ves- 
sel not  far  out  of  Boston  by  a  British  frigate.  This  fact  could  be  easily 
verified  by  lefereuee  to  the  Boston  newspapers  of  the  period. 

As  not  a  single  word  has  yet  been  communiciited  to  nie  officially  or 
otherwise  respecting  the  views  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  this  most 
unfortunate  affair  1  am  placed  in  a  predicament  almost  as  awkward  as 
if  I  had  not  been  commissioned  here  at  all.  Indeed  I  perceive  in 
some  of  the  French  newsi)apers  that  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the 
fact  to  intimate  that  my  conciliatory  i)olicy  does  not  represent  the  true 
sentiments  of  the  (iovemmeut.  Of  course  this  absurd  story  makes  no 
impression  on  nie,  but  as  everything  that  creates  prejudice  against  the 
(jovernment  is  greedily  caught  up  hei'c  the  effect  is  to  impair  the  use- 
fulness of  any  actioji  I  may  take  as  its  representative.  I  would  there- 
fore respectfully  suggest  the  expediency  of  keeping  me  as  early  and  as 
fully  informed  of  the  course  of  things,  so  far  as  it  concerns  the  relations 
of  the  two  Governments,  at  Washington  as  Lord  Lyons  does  the  Gov- 
ernment here.  The  importance  of  this  may  be  seen  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Bunch,  when  both  Lord  I'almerston  and  Earl  Russell  had  a  complete 
advantage  over  me  in  the  knowledge  of  what  had  actually  been  done  at 
home. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FltANGIS  ADAMS. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Farin,  December  11, 1861. 

His  Excellency  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  &c. 
Sir  :  I  inclosed  you  by  the  dispatch  bag  yesterday  a  copy  of  The  Gon- 
stitutionnel*  containing  an  article  (marked)  of  a  very  obnoxious  charac- 
ter. The  article  as  you  will  observe  if  you  have  had  time  to  look  it  over 
advocates  the  policy  of  France  maknig  common  cause  with  England 
against  us.  It  looks  likewise  to  the  early  recognition  by  France  and 
(Jreat  Britain  of  the  South  as  an  independent  power.  The  Constitu- 
tionnel  is  understood  here  to  have  a  semi-official  character. 

#  *  «.***♦ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  nmch  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

■• '''  '  \ 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  1:>,  1861. 

Hon.  William  H,  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  The  difficulty  growing  out  of  the  case  of  the  Trent  continues  the 
uppermost  subject  in  all  minds.  Although  many  of  the  leading  presses 
indulge  in  loud  boasts  of  the  extreme  facility  with  which  the  matter  will 
be  disposed  of  by  arms,  the  great  fall  in  the  price  of  stocks  and  the  rise 
in  the  rates  of  insurance  are  significant  indications  of  the  uneasiness  of 
public  opinion  that  lies  beneath.  The  deprecation  of  war  is  (juite  gen- 
eral among  the  religious  classes  and  especially  the  Dissenters.    The 
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to  the  feeling. 

In  the  meautinie  all  tlic  preparations  for  warfare  are  going  on  at  the 
difl'erent  depots  and  magazines  -with  great  energy.  Tlie  impression  is 
very  fixed  that  it  is  the  policy  both  of  the  Administration  and  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  make  unreasonable  demands  of  this 
country  in  order  to  test  the  extent  of  its  forbearance.  As  a  consequence 
it  is  considered  absolutely  necessary  by  a  vigorous  demonstration  to 
inspire  a  conviction  among  us  that  it  will  not  be  trifled  with.  I  very 
much  regret  that  this  prejudice  exists  even  among  our  best  friends,  for 
it  leads  to  misconstruction  of  every  act  even  the  most  trifling  which  is 
susceptible  of  a  doubt,  but  such  is  the  undeniable  fact. 

The  answer  from  the  United  States  to  the  messenger  sent  on  the  2d 
instant  is  expected  on  or  about  the  1st  of  next  month  and  much  spec- 
ulation is  indulged  in  as  to  the  policy  that  will  be  adopted  in  (;ase  it 
should  be  unfavorable.  Some  think  it  will  be  a  declaration  of  war. 
The  better  opinion  is  that  it  will  be  a  recognition  of  the  Confederates 
and  a  refusal  further  to  abide  by  the  blockade  as  ineffective.  This 
would  without  doubt  be  the  most  decjisive  course  to  bring  around  what 
an  influential  party  in  Cireat  Britain  have  always  looked  to  as  the  great 
end  to  be  attained,  a  permanent  disruption  of  the  Union.  It  would 
also  throw  upon  the  United  States  the  necessity  of  taking  the  initiative 
in  a  declaration  of  war. 

The  i)eriod  is  now  so  near  when  the  result  will  be  known  to  the 
world  that  I  deem  it  superfluous  to  speculate  on  probabilities  any 
further.  I  am  making  my  own  arrangements  upon  the  expectation 
that  my  mission  will  in  any  event  come  to  an  end  in  a  few  weeks 
should  no  special  instructions  be  received  in  regard  to  my  future 
action.  I  have  not  yet  determined  whether  to  return  home  at  once  or  to 
retire  to  the  Continent  for  a  few  weeks  until  the  opening  of  a  more 
favorable  season  for  the  voyage  with  my  family.  I  should  feel  it  a  duty 
to  obey  the  wishes  of  the  President  iu  this  resi)ect  if  any  particular 
course  should  be  pointed  out  as  the  most  likely  to  be  for  the  public 
service.  If  on  the  other  hand  nothing  should  be  said  I  shall  infer  that 
the  matter  is  left  to  my  judgment. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FKANGIS  ADAMS. 


Washington,  December  13, 1861.    (Keceived  2Gth.) 
[Earl  EusSELL,  London.] 

My  Lord:*  *  *  It  is  asserted  in  the  report  from  Ca.i)tain  Wilkes 
that  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  "  had  been  presented  to  tlie  ciiptain- 
general  of  Cuba  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul-general."  The  same 
assertion  had  appeared  previously  in  most  of  the  American  newspapers. 

Having  received  yesterday  a  disi)atch  from  Mr.  Crawford,  the  consul- 
general,  directly  contradicting  it  I  thought  it  desirable  to  inform  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  oflBcially  that  it  was  erroneous.  I 
accordingly  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Seward  of  Avhich  and  of  the  dis- 
patch from  Mr.  Crawford  upon  which  it  was  founded  T  do  myself  the 
honor  to  inclose  copies. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have  just 
received  from  Mr.  Seward  iu  which  he  thanks  me  for  contradicting  the 
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assertion  concerning  Mr.  Crawford  and  states  that  my  promptness  in 
doing  so  is  a  new  and  gratifying  proof  of  iny  desire  for  the  presw- 
vation  of  harmonious  relations  between  tlje  British  and  American 
Governments. 

I  have,  iK:c., 

LYONS. 

[TncloRnro  No.  1.] 

Washington,  December  13, 1861. 
Hon.  William  IT.  Seward,  «&c. 

SiK :  A  letter  has  been  published  in  the  newspapers  which  purports 
to  have  been  addressed  on  the  IGth  of  November  last  by  Captain 
Wilkes,  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  San  Jacinto,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
It  contains  thefollowing  statement:  ''They  (Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell) 
have  been  presented  to  the  captain- general  of  Cuba  by  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  consul-general."  The  writer  of  the  letter  appears  to  have 
been  misinformed.  I  am  able  to  contradict  the  statement  on  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  consul-general,  himself.  In  a  dispatch 
wliich  I  have  received  from  him  to-day  he  declares  olHcially  with  refer- 
ences to  assertions  to  the  same  effect  made  in  American  newspapers  that 
he  neither  i)resented  nor  accompanied  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  to  the 
captain-general. 

1  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 

[SuU-Inclosnre.] 

Havana,  December  2, 1861. 
[Lord  Lyons,  Washington.] 

]\lY  Lord  :  I  have  seen  in  the  American  papers  a  statement  wjiich  as 
published  by  a  press  so  infamous  as  that  of  the  United  States  has 
become  I  consider  wholly  unworthy  of  my  notice,  but  under  present 
circumstances,  as  much  importance  appears  to  attach  to  the  false 
information  that  has  been  given  respecting  me  in  connection  with 
Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason,  I  think  it  necessary  to  state  to  your  lord- 
ship that  I  neither  presented  nor  accompanied  those  gentlemen  to  the 
captain-general  in  uniform  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Slidell  is  an  acquaintance  of  mine  since  1825,  and  Mr.  Mason's 
brother  was  my  very  intimate  friend  when  he  was  secretary  to  the 
U.  S.  legation  in  Mexico  under  Mr.  Poinsett  long  ago.  I  certainly 
did  myself  the  pleasure  of  calling  on  those  gentlemen  as  strangers  and 
showed  them  such  civilities  as  were  in  my  power,  but  I  never  tliought 
of  rendering  them  any  official  services.  I  presume  they  were  fully 
aware  that  had  they  needed  any  such  assistance  I  could  not  have  giveu 
it  and  none  was  ever  applied  for. 
I  have,  <S:c., 

JOS.  T.  CUAWFORD. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.  | 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  13, 1861. 
Kight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  IjORd:  I  thank  your  lordship  for  your  note  of  the  12th  instant 
contradicting  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Crawford,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
consul-general  at  Havana,  the  report  that  that  gentleman  had  presented 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  to  his  excellency  the  captain-general  of 
Cuba.  This  prompt  proceeding  on  your  part  to  remove  what  might 
have  been  a  subject  of  discontent  on  the  part  of  this  Government  with 
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yonr  owu  is  a  new  and  gratifying  proof  of  yonr  lordship's  desire  foi- 
tbe  preservation  of  liarmoiiious  relations  between  the  Government  of 
Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  that  of  the  United  States. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  say  that  although  I  have  received 
from  our  consulate  at  Havana  some  complaints  founded  on  reports  of 
conduct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Crawford  unjust  toward  the  United  States 
I  have  refrained  from  entertaining  them  in  the  absence  of  some 
authentic  and  reliable  evidence. 
I  have,  &c., 

W.  H.  SEWARD. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  December  14, 1861. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  *  *  *  The  principal  topic  of  discussion  at  this  time  among 
the  diplomats  and  others  is  the  pending  difticulty  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  growing  out  of  the  seizure  of  Mason  and 
Slidell  and  what  will  be  its  result. 

I  have  had  conversation  upon  that  subject  with  a  majority  of  the 
representatives  of  other  governments  residing  at  this  capital  and  have 
found  no  one  who  does  not  appreciate  the  serious  consequences  to  the 
commerce  and  business  of  the  world  that  would  occur  in  case  of  a  war 
between  the  United  States  and  England  and  who  does  not  deprecate 
such  a  result,  some  of  them  on  account  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
United  States  and  others  from  a  selfish  motive  connected  with  the 
mercantile  and  commercial  interests  of  their  respective  countries. 

The  newspapers  are  filled  with  rumors  and  speculations  as  to  the 
action  of  England,  among  them  one  as  follows :  That  England  has  made 
two  propositions  to  the  parties  to  the  Paris  conference  about  American 
matters — first,  that  the  blockade  should  be  declared  iuefi'ectual  and 
therefore  raised;  and  second,  that  those  powers  should  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  the  Goufederate  States ;  and  it  was  further  asserted 
that  all  the  powers  had  assented  to  the  first  ])roposition,  Russia  with  a 
declaration  that  it  was  not  to  be  construed  into  a  disposition  to  war 
with  the  United  States. 

I  had  an  interview  by  appointment  yesterday  with  Count  Bernstorff, 
minister  of  foreign  affairs.  *  *  *  He  expressed  regret  at  the  threat- 
ened difficulties  with  England  and  hoped  war  might  be  avoided.  I 
then  said  to  him,  "Why  don't  your  Government  keep  the  ])eace  ?"  To 
which  he  replied  by  asking  if  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
would  not  object  to  their  interference.  I  told  him  that  the  friendly 
relations  that  had  always  existed  between  the  (Tovernnients  of  the 
United  States  and  Prussia  would  authorize  any  friendly  act  of  that  kind ; 
that  I  had  no  advice  or  instruction  from  my  Government  upon  the  sub- 
ject and  thatl  was  only  expressing  my  owu  feelings. 

I  stated  further  that  unless  England  had  some  ulterior  object  for  war 
and  only  made  the  Trent  affaii-  a  pretext  there  was  no  necessity  for  the 
hasty  action  that  was  threatened;  that  the  honor  of  England  was  safe 
while  she  was  listening  to  the  voices  of  the  powers  that  were  repre- 
sented at  the  treaty  of  Paris.  He  said  that  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  ulterior  motive,  and  when  I  expressed  to  him  my  views  of  the 
legality  of  the  act  when  considered  in  the  light  of  the  British  construc- 
tion of  international  law  he  replied  that  there  was  sufficient  ground  for 
argument  upon  either  side  to  cause  the  parties  to  hesitate  before  becom- 
ing involved  in  a  war  for  that  cause. 
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My  conversation  with  him  was  very  satisfactory  and  there  is  no  doubt 
of  the  friendly  feelings  of  the  Prussian  Government  toward  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  its  desire  that  the  rebellion  should  be 
subdued. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  JITDD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  December  16, 1861. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c. 

Sir:  In  connection  with  the  case  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  the 
Deitiirtuient  has  recently  been  engaged  in  examining  that  of  M.  Fau- 
chet,  a  minister  from  France  during  Washington's  Administration,  who 
while  on  his  way  to  embark  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  his  return  home  prob- 
nbly  escaped  seizure  by  the  commander  of  the  British  ship  Africa  near 
that  port  in  consequence  of  the  packet  Peggy,  in  which  he  was  proceed- 
ing from  New  York  to  Newport,  being  compelled  by  stress  of  weather  to 
putinto  Stoniugton,  Conn.  Here  M.  Fauchet  received  intimation  of  the 
intention  of  the  commander  of  the  Africa  which  induced  him  to  pro- 
ceed to  Newport  by  laud  and  across  the  ferries.  When  the  weather 
moderated  the  Peggy  continued  on  her  course  and  when  she  approached 
the  Africa  she  was  boarded  from  that  vessel,  the  trunks  of  the  passen- 
gers were  searched  and  disappointment  shown  at  the  absence  of  M. 
Fauchet. 

This  act  having  been  committed  within  the  maritime  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Stat«s  and  the  British  vice-consul  at  Newport  having  been 
implicated  in  it  his  exequatur  was  formally  revoked  by  President  Wash- 
ington and  explanations  demanded  of  the  British  Government,  first 
through  their  minister  here  and  then  through  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams, 
acting  charg6  d'affaires  at  London.  The  corres])ondence  which  took 
place  here  on  our  records  and  flies  seems  to  be  complete,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  note  from  Mr.  Bond,  acting  British  charge  d'affaires,  to  Mr. 
Pickering  of  the  17th  of  August,  1795.  As  it  is  desirable  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  that  note  application  has  been  made  for  one  to  the  British  lega- 
tion here,  but  the  answer  is  that  they  have  no  record  or  draft  of  it.  A 
copy  was  undoubtedly  sent  to  the  foreign  offlce  at  the  time.  I  will 
consequently  thank  you  to  endeavor  to  obtain  one  there  for  the  use  of 
this  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


No.  3  River  Terrace,  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  December  16, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir-  As  the  representative  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  conducting  our  foreign  relations  I 
address  you  on  a  question  of  the  greatest  import  to  our  country  grow- 
ing out  of  the  recent  news  from  England  as  regards  the  arrest  of  the 
rebel  ambassadors. 

That  we  had  a  perfect  right  under  the  law  of  nations  to  seize  the  Brit- 
ish mail  steamer  Trent  carrying  the  hostile  ambassadors  and  dispatches 
and  bring  her  in  as  a  prize  for  condemnation  by  our  courts  I  have  never 
doubted.  That  the  right  to  capture  the  vessel  involved  the  subordinate 
jprivilegeof  seizing  the  rebel  ministers  seems  to  me  an  inevitable  sequence 
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althoug:li  it  would  have  been  more  regular  to  have  brought  in  the  Trent 
as  a  prize  for  judicial  condemnation.  ,  This  mere  forniiil  question  the 
cabinet  of  England  have  seized  on  as  a  pretext  for  involving  us  in  a  war 
with  them  in  the  midst  of  the  pi'eseiit  rebellion. 

They  wish  to  force  the  export  to  them  of  our  cotton;  they  wish  per- 
manently to  divide  our  Union;  they  wish  to  ainiihilate  our  commercial 
and  maritime  supremacy  and  suppress  the  example  of  the  success  of 
our  free  institutions,  so  fatal  to  the  i)ermauency  of  the  monarchy  an,d 
aristocracy  of  I'Jngland.  In  the  midst  of  the  j)resent  gigantic  rel)ellion 
they  have  like  dastards  seized  upon  this  as  their  opportunity  for  our 
destruction. 

Tlie  question  is  what  should  we  do  under  existing  circumstances'?  I 
assume  it  as  a  fact  that  all  who  during  the  present  crisis  would  precijji- 
tate  us  unnecessarily  into  a  war  with  JEngland  are  at  heart  allies  of  the 
Southern  rebellion  and  traitors.  With  such  a  war  with  England  at  this 
period  the  Union  by  possibility  may  be  dissolved  and  the  sei^arate  Con- 
federate Government  of  the  South  established.  This  is  exactly  what  the 
rebels  desire,  and  they  are  no  doubt  exulting  now  in  the  hope  that  we 
will  be  speedily  involved  in  a  war  with  England.  They  hope  thus  to  be 
recognized  as  a  nation  by  foreign  powers,  to  establish  fiee  trade  with 
them,  whilst  driving  our  own  vessels  and  manufactures  from  their  ports, 
and  finally  they  expect  to  supply  Europe  with  cotton  whilst  withholding 
it  from  American  factories  and  subjecting  us  substantially  to  the  dicta- 
tion of  the  South  and  of  their  English  allies.  They  contemplate  our 
ruin  and  humiliation.  Indeed  the  severance  and  downfall  of  this  Union 
would  not  only  consummate  our  disgrace  and  destruction  but  would  sea  1 
for  centuries  the  fate  of  liberty  throughout  the  world. 

These  being  the  possible  consec^uences  of  a  war  at  present  with 
England  the  question  Is  can  it  be  honorably  avoided?  If  nothing  will 
satisfy  England  but  an  apology  and  the  delivery  to  her  of  the  rebel 
ministers  the  war  cannot  be  avoided,  and  we  must  meet  it  as  best  we 
may  with  the  whole  power  of  the  nation.  But  if  siich  a  contest  at  this 
time  can  be  avoided  with  honor  our  duty  to  the  Union,  to  our  country, 
to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  mankind  demands  that  we  should  not  pre- 
cipitate the  conflict. 

The  papers  say  that  France  has  offered  her  mediation.  If  so,  and  it 
is  confined  to  the  single  question  of  our  right  to  seize  and  hold  the 
rebel  ministers  unconnected  with  any  interference  between  us  and  the 
Southern  rebellion,  it  ought  to  be  accoi)ted  although  1  would  greatly 
])refer  Eussia  as  a  mediator.  If  no  such  mediation  has  been  ofl'ered 
and  the  demands  of  England  are  not  insulting  to  our  national  honor 
we  might  suggest  tlie  submission  of  the  single  question  of  international 
law  involved  in  this  case  to  Eussia  and  France — witli  a  right  in  case 
of  difference  of  opinion  to  select  an  umpire — or  to  either  of  these  nsitions. 
Of  course  we  ought  to  prefer  Eussia  as  the  constant  and  uniform  friend 
of  this  country.  Eut  France  was  our  great  and  potent  ally  against 
England  in  the  war  of  the  Eevolution,  and  slie  has  never  been  our 
enemy.  I  chink  France  is  more  jealous  of  England  than  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  memory  of  Oressy,  Agincourt  and  Waterloo  and 
of  the  battles  of  centuries  on  the  ocean  and  laud  between  France  and 
England  is  still  fraught  with  bitter  recollectio)is  and  inextinguishable 
popular  hatred.  The  alliance  of  France  and  England  against  Eussia 
was  a  necessity,  and  even  in  that  contest  France  sought  every  oppor- 
tunity to  humiliate  her  ally,  to  tarnish  her  prestige  and  exalt  her  own 
military  glory. 

I  speak  not  only  from  history  but  from  my  personal  exi)erience  in 
Europe  when  I  say  that  the  people  of  France  are  not  the  cordial  friends 
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of  the  people  of  England,  and  that  iu  this  respect  Louis  Napoleon  repre- 
sents tlie  people  of  France.  I  do  not  fear  for  the  decision  of  the  Em])eror 
Napoleon  on  this  question  of  international  law.  But  su^jpose  the  legal 
(juestion  should  be  decided  by  France  against  us.  Such  a  decision 
would  be  fraught  with  consequences  of  no  permanent  injury  to  our 
country. 

In  the  wars  of  Europe,  which  are  the  great  wars  of  the  world,  we 
have  been  heretofore  and  must  most  jirobably  hereafter  be  neutrals 
only,  and  whatever  decision  enlarges  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
neutrals  must  necessarily  be  permanently  advantageous  to  our  country. 
There  is  no  humiliation  in  submitting  this  question  of  international 
law  to  the  arbitrament  of  liussia  and  France  or  either  of  those  powers. 
It  is  just  such  a  question  as  properly  can  be  submitted  to  such  an 
umpirage,  and  especially  in  this  case  where  by  our  own  act  by  failing 
to  bring  in  the  vessel  as  a  prize  we  have  ourselves  intercepted  and 
prevented  a  judicial  decision. 

This  Southern  rebellion  must  be  crushed  or  our  country  may  be  for- 
ever ruined;  and  those  who  unnecessarily  wheel  England  into  an  alli- 
ance with  the  Southern  rebellion  are  disunionists  and  traitors.  In  vain 
may  they  seize  the  present  moment  to  escape  the  terrible  responsibility 
by  raising  the  war  cry  against  England.  If  as  the  conse([ueuce  the 
Southern  Confederacy  aided  by  the  English  alliance  should  establish 
their  Government  on  the  rums  of  the  Union  and  of  our  country,  the 
statesmen  who  for  want  of  firmness  and  courage  shall  have  subjected  us 
to  such  a  calamity  will  meet  the  execrations  of  the  American  people  and 
of  the  friends  of  liberty  throughout  the  world  and  will  join  the  wretched 
caravan  of  infamy  of  which  Buchanan  is  at  ])reseut  the  only  leader. 
Having  doomed  our  country  to  destruction  they  will  meet  whilst  living 
the  curses  of  a  ruined  people  and  history  and  posterity  will  doom  them 
to  eternal  disgrace. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  the  President  and  yourself  and  every  member 
of  the  Cabinet  are  stimulated  by  the  sole  desire  to  suppress  this  rebel- 
lion and  restore  the  Union,  and  therefore  1  cannot  doubt  that  you  will 
manfully  and  courageously  resist  any  possible  temporary  popular 
clamor  and  redeem  the  country  from  the  terrible  dangers  with  which 
we  are  now  environed,  liest  assured  tliat  when  a  few  weeks  or  months 
have  passed  away  and  reason,  not  even  now  dethroned,  shall  have  fully 
resumed  her  empire  the  popular  clamor  will  be  intinitely  more  intense 
and  universal  against  those  who  would  destroy  the  Union  by  involving 
us  at  this  time  unnecessarily  in  war  with  England. 

If  we  should  propose  that  France  or  liussia  should  decide  this  ques- 
tion of  international  law  England  will  not  dare  to  reject  the  umpirage; 
for  to  do  so  would  be  most  seriously  to  offend  those  countries,  to  subject 
herself  to  the  reprobation  of  the  whole  civilized  world,  to  overthrow 
her  cabinet  and  perhaps  her  Government.  Settle  thus  this  (luestion 
and  the  last  hope  of  the  Southern  rebellion  is  extinguished,  and  we  can 
then  adopt  such  i)olicy  as  regards  all  the  forfeited  ])roperty  and  rights 
of  rebels  (including  slaves)  as  will  be  best  calculated  to  bring  the  war 
to  a  speedy  and  successful  conclusion. 

You  may  read  this  letter  to  the  President  and  Cabinet  or  publish 
it  when  you  think  proper,  although  I  think  its  immediate  publication 
would  be  unwise.  The  fact  that  the  fate  of  our  country  may  now  be 
trembling  in  the  balance  must  constitute  my  excuse  for  occupying  now 
any  portion  of  your  valuable  time. 

With  great  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  WALKEE. 
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Detkoit,  JJecember  18,  1861. 
William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State: 

Why  not  cousider  the  English  construction  of  tlie  law  of  nations  as 
a  pro])osition  for  our  acceptance  and  accept  it,  and  thus  terminate  the 
Mason  and  Slidell  controversy  bj:  discharging  them? 

I  do  not  kno^v  precisely  their  construction  bnt  itundoubtedly  increases 
the  immunity  of  neutrals  and  diminishes  the  powers  of  belligerents,  and 
whatever  does  that  is  of  more  advantage  to  us  than  to  England  because 
war  is  an  exceptional  state  with  us  and  a  common  one  with  her.  We 
preserve  our  honor  and  promote  our  interests  by  this  procedure.  The 
power  to  arrest  rebel  agents  on  board  neutrals  is  of  very  little  practical 
importance  to  us. 

For  the  views  of  this  Government  as  to  the  dangers  of  belligerent 
pretensions  see  a  letter  from  Department  of  State  to  Mr.  Mason,  minis- 
ter at  France,  dated  June  27, 1859. 

LEWIS  CASS. 


IfEW  YoiiK,  Becemhcr  18,  ISdi. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State: 

tleneral  Jackson  endeared  himself  to  the  American  people  by  being 
determined  and  fearless  upon  all  great  national  questions,  but  he  had 
not  in  his  day  3,000,000  men  ready  to  take  the  field  as  this  Govern- 
ment has  at  the  time  you  are  Secretary  of  State.  I  really  hoi)e  you 
will  accomomdate  England  to  her  heart's  content.  My  impression  is 
this  (iovernnient  has  not  power  enough  to  surrender  Slidell  and  Mason. 
I  hope  yon  will  not  consider  .this  treason  enough  to  send  me  to  Fort 
Warren. 

Yours,  &c. 

KIOHARD  SCHELL. 


Neay  York,  December  18,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  As  every  authentic  proof  of  the  state  of  public  opinion 
in  Great  Britain  may  have  some  weight  and  he  of  some  service  to  you 
in  niiuiHging  the  delicate  and  momentous  negotiations  now  ])endmg 
with  the  English  Government  I  beg  to  send  a  copy  of  a  letter  recently 
received  from  my  nephew,  Mr.  James  Lorimer  Graham,  jr.,  a  gentle- 
man of  character  and  intelligence  who  has  access  to  a  wide  circle  of 
the  best  people  in  Scotland.  Of  the  accuracy  of  his  observations  and 
the  truth  of  his  statements  you  may  be  fully  assured. 

Allow  me  to  hope  that  this  sudden  fever  of  apjn-ehension  may  be 
soon  followed  by  peace  and  conhdeiice  and  the  (lovernment  left  once 
more  to  the  great  task  of  crushing  this  iinnatnral  rebellion. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LORIMEli  GRAHAM. 

[Inclosure.J 

Edinburgh,  November  39, 1861. 
James  Lorimer  (Jraham,  Esq.,  108  Broadway,  New  Yorl. 

My  Dear  Uncle:  Yours  of  the  10th  and  i2th  of  November  have, 
been  duly  received  together  with  the  co])y  of  the  paper  announciiu', 
your  patriotic  subscription  to  tlie  national  loan. 
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Since  my  last  tbere  has  been  considerable  excitement  liere  in  regaid 
to  the  burning  of  the  Harvey  IJirch  by  a  Confederate  steamer,  and  the 
matter  afforded  materials  for  a  warm  discussion.  But  the  excitement 
consequent  upon  the  insult  to  the  British  flag  by  the  IJ.  S.  frigate 
!Sau  Jacinto  has  entirely  monopolized  the  public  mind.  I  have  never 
seen  so  intense  a  feeling  of  indignation  exhibited  in  my  life.  It 
l)ervades  all  classes  and  may  make  itself  heard  above  the  wiser 
theories  of  the  cabinet  officers.  The  ])ress  have  generally  discussed 
tlie  matter  with  some  show  of  calmness.  The  Morning  Post  of  London 
(the  organ  of  Palmerston)  goes  over  the  ground  with  dignified  moder- 
ation and  closes  its  article  as  follows : 

The  insult  tberefore  in  any  case  was  most  gratuitous,  and  if  .ns  we  think  nn  war- 
ranted by  tlie  code  of  nations  it  will  not  only  be  deeply  felt  but  deeply  resented. 

1  inclose  some  extracts  from  the  London  journals  and  also  a  leader 
from  The  Morning  Courant  of  Edinburgh.*  I  wish  you  to  read  these 
articles  carefully  or  get  Robert  to  read  tiiem  to  you,  for  I  need  not  dis- 
guise the  fact  that  1  am  seriously  apprehensive  of  the  result  of  the 
present  complication.  It  is  said  that  (ireat  Britain  will  send  out  the 
Warrior  and  demand  the  return  of  Mason  and  Slidell  to  the  British 
flag  from  under  which  they  were  taken,  and  if  they  are  not  restored 
war  will  be  declared.  Now  I  hope  the  American  people  will  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  deluded  with  the  idea  that  Great  Britain  dares  not 
go  to  war.  1  know  that  that  feeling  finds  daily  expi-ession  in  New 
Vork  but  notice  the  leader  of  the  Courant: 

]''oriuerly  a  war  witb  America  meant  deprivation  of  cotton ;  now  it  means  immedi- 
ate access  to  a  supply  of  cotton.  Vornierly  Britain  could  hardly  muster  a  s(xuadron ; 
she  could  now  send  one  across  the  Atlantic  Avhich  in  a  few  weeks  would  sweep  the 
sea-board  of  the  States  us  clean  as  a  model  housewife's  (loor. 

All  this  is  no  doubt  very  true,  and  when  we  reflect  that  she  could 
land  forces  in  Canada  and  in  the  Southern  States  as  well  as  she  could 
blockade  our  ports,  1  think  it  is  suitable  that  we  should  think  twice 
before  we  throw  down  the  gauntlet.  I  hope  myself  that  the  excite- 
ment which  is  now  heard  throughout  the  land  will  subside.  I  say 
heard — Doctor  Sim])son  who  was  in  this  morning  said,  "Have you  heard 
the  British  lion"?  He  is  roaring  from  the  Highlands  to  the  Land's 
End."  The  doctor  thinks  we  will  have  war;  I  think  not,  although 
1  am  satisfied  tliat  with  a  good  excuse  for  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  world 
the  British  peo])learequitepreparedtotakeuparmsagainstus.    *    »    * 

.lAMES  LOKIMEll  GRAHAM,  Jr. 


Detroit,  December  19,  1861. 
Hon.  "\Y.  H.  Seward,  Secretar;/  of  Stale. 

Deak  Sir:  Oar  telegraphic  information  yesterday  led  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  British  demands  arising  out  of  the  Mason  ami  Slidell 
att'air  would  leach  you  last  evening  and  I  tlierefore  took  the  liberty  of 
communicating  witli  you  by  telegraph  t  some  suggestions  that  had 
occurred  to  me,  presuming  they  would  reach  you  tliis  morning  during 
the  Cabinet  deliberations.  You  must  find  in  my  anxiety  to  avoid  a  war 
with  England  my  reason  for  the  liberty  I  have  taken  upon  this  occasion 
iind  I  trust  also  an  excuse  for  it.  

'Newspaper  extracts  not  f(mn(l. 

t  Sec  p.  U:iO  for  Cass  to  Seward,  December  18. 
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It  seems  to  me  that  such  a  war,  independent  of  any  other  conse- 
quences, would  go  far  to  prevent  the  restoration  of  the  rebel  States  to 
the  authority  of  the  Constitution,  a  restoration  so  anxiously  desired 
by  every  true  citizen.  My  object  in  troubling  you  is  to  explain  the 
motive  of  my  telegraphic  communication.  I  tliought  the  suggestions 
were  worth  consideration,  offering  as  they  appeared  to  me  to  do  an 
honorable  means  of  terminating  all  difficulty  with  Englaud  as  to  the 
capture  of  Slidell  and  Mason. 

Though  I  think  it  was  justifiable  upon  grounds  laid  down  and  acted 
upon  by  England,  yet  I  considered  it  a  most  useless  and  unfortunate 
affair — an  affair  which  from  its  evident  importance  should  never  have 
been  undertaken  by  Cnptain  Wilkes  without  express  orders  from  his 
Government,  and  liis  interference  is  the  more  inexcusable  as  he  states 
in  his  report  that  in  his  search  into  the  authorities  upon  the  law  of 
nations  he  could  find  no  such  case  decided  and  was  brought  to  con- 
sider the  rebel  commissioners  as  the  "embodiment  of  dispatches" — 
I  tlimk  is  his  phrase — in  order  to  justify  the  arrest;  a  strange  leason 
to  be  officially  given  for  such  a  procedure.  And  what  has  amazed  me 
niore  than  anything  else  in  this  whole  affair  are  the  laudations  bestowed 
upon  Captain  Wilkes  fiu'  his  courage  in  taking  three  or  four  unarmed 
men  out  of  an  unarmed  vessel.  No  doubt  the  indignation  justly  felt 
against  Slidell  and  Mason  for  their  treasonable  conduct  has  produced 
a  decided  effect  upon  the  public  mind  in  the  views  that  have  been 
expressed. 

As  to  any  injury  which  these  rebel  agents  could  do  us  in  Europe  it 
is  all  nonsense.  The  question  of  recognition  will  be  decided  by  the 
governments  there  on  views  of  their  own  interests  and  not  from  any 
representations  which  such  men  or  any  men  indeed  could  make.  They 
would  have  been  perfectly  harmless  in  Europe,  but  liave  been  exalted 
into  importance  by  this  unlucky  accident.  So  far  as  depends  upon  the 
political  communication  of  the  rebel  States  with  Europe  they  can  send, 
just  as  many  agents  there  as  they  please. 

But  the  principle  of  capture  is  of  very  little  political  importance  to 
us  as  is  manifest  on  the  slightest  consideration. 

Wishing  you  all  success  in  the  difficult  circumstances  in  which  the 
country  is  placed,  I  am,  dear  sir,  truly,  yours, 

LEWIS  CASS. 


Office  of  TnK  Supt.  Metropolitan  Police, 

JS'eio  York,  Decemher  19, 186].     (Received  liOth.) 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  just  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  a  friend  residing 
at  Halifiix,  Nova  Scotia,  dated  31th  or  15th  instant,  and  which  was 
written  in  the  warehouse  at  the  dock  while  the  steamer  was  lying  there 
on  her  way  to  Boston.    He  says : 

I  happened  to  lie  within  hearing  of  the  commander-in-cliiof  (liero)  when  hereceivert 
his  dispatches  telegraphed  to  him  from  London  to  Qneenstown.  He  told  his  officers 
that  LordLyons  was  instrncted  to  demand  of  President  Lincoln  the  release  of  Mason 
and  Slidell  and  to  deliver  tliem  within  six  weeks  on  hoard  a  British  ship  in  lioston 
Harbor  in  the  presence  of  thirty  British  and  thirty  i;.  S.  Navy  officers. 

If  this  is  true  you  of  course  knew  it  befoie  to-day,  but  1  think  it 
proper  to  communicate,  it  even  if  the  commander-in-chief  alluded  to 
was  giving  vent  to  his  wishes  instead  of  his  instructions.  My  authority 
is  entirely  reliable. 
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Allow  me  for  the  first  time  to  say  one  word  in  the  way  of  counsel 
Our  discreet  friends  here  expect  the  Government  to  hold  on  to  Mason 
iiud  Slidell  or  to  refer  the  question  to  the  French  Emperor.  If  the 
British  Government  decline  that  reference  it  will  not  fail  to  offend 
France,  and  whatever  decision  France  makes  in  such  a  case  will  be 
international  law  hereafter.  Excuse  me  for  making  bold  to  say  this 
much. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JOUN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


Foreign  Office,  [London,]  Deoemhcr  lu,  18G1. 
Lord  Lyons,  K.  C.  B.,  «&c.,  [  Washington.] 

My  Lord  :  Mr.  Adams  came  to  me  today  at  the  foreign  oftice  at  3 
o'clock.  He  said  he  came  to  iisk  two  questions  which  concerned  liim- 
self  personally.  I  interrupted  him  to  ask  whether  what  he  was  going 
to  say  was  by  order  of  his  Government  or  from  his  own  sense  of  what 
he  ought  to  do.  Mr.  Adams  answered  that  the  proceeding  was  entirely 
his  ovrn  but  that  he  had  with  him  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward*  which 
he  was  authorized  to  read  to  me  if  he  should  think  fit  to  do  so.  It 
appeared  he  said  from  that  disjjatch  that  the  Government  of  Washing- 
ton had  not  authorized  the  capture  of  the  two  insurgents,  Mason  and 
Slidell,  and  that  the  United  States  Government  stood  quite  uncom- 
mitted at  the  time  of  sending  the  dispatch.  I  said  that  if  the  dispatch 
did  not  enter  into  any  controversy  with  regard  to  the  case  of  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Slidell  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  it  read.  Mr.  Adams  then 
proceeded  to  read  the  dispatch. 

It  commenced  by  referring  with  approbation  to  a  speech  made  by  Mr. 
Adams  at  the  Mansion  House,  and  proceeded  to  notice  with  gratifica- 
tion the  sentiments  which  had  been  expressed  by  Lord  Palmerston  in 
a  conversation  he  had  held  with  Mr.  Adams  in  reference  to  the  James 
Adger.  Mr.  Seward  then  proceeds  to  declare  that  the  American  Gov- 
ernment value  highly  the  friendship  of  Great  Britain,  and  lament  that 
certain  causes  of  difference  have  arisen,  owing  as  Mr.  Seward  imagines 
to  the  Avant  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  to  the 
performance  of  the  duties  incumbent  on  a  friendly  power  during  the 
struggle  in  which  the  United  States  are  engaged.  Mr.  Seward  gives 
as  instances  the  case  of  communication  to  the  Confederate  authorities 
by  Mr.  Bunch;  the  admission  of  the  Sumter,  privateer,  to  purchase  coal 
and  provisions  at  Trinidad  iu  contradistinction  as  he  said  to  the  con- 
duct that  [sic]  every  European  State,  and  the  arrival  in  the  Southern 
States  of  vessels  laden  with  arms  and  ammunition  from  England. 

Mr.  Seward  then  proceeds  to  tlie  case  of  the  Trent,  from  which  shij) 
the  two  insurgents  had  been  taken.  He  affirms  that  no  mstructions 
were  given  to  Captain  Wilkes  which  autliorized  him  to  act  in  the  man- 
ner he  had  done.  Neither  had  the  United  States  Government  com- 
mitted itself  with  regard  to  any  decision  upon  the  character  of  that 
act.  The  Government  would  wait  for  any  representation  the  Britisli 
(Jovernment  might  make  before  coming  to  any  positive  decision.  He 
desires  that  if  Mr,  Adams  shall  think  it  desirable  this  dispatch  shall  be 
read  to  me  and  also  to  Lord  Palmerston. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Adams  I  touched  upon  most  of  the  points  treated 
of  in  the  dispatch.  I  did  not  think  it  necessary,  hawever,  to  recur  to 
the  case  of  Mr.  Bunch.    With  regard  to  the  Confederate  privateer  I 

*  Seward  to  Adams,  November  30,  p.  1108. 
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said  tbat  I  could  not  see  that  our  conduct  had  been  difterent  from  that 
of  Frauce  and  Holland  or  of  Spain.  The  Suinter  had  been  refused 
coal  from  the  Government  stores  at  Trinidad,  but  had  been  allowed  to 
get  coal  and  provisions  from  private  merchants.  The  same  thing  had 
taken  place  at  Martinique  aud  at  Cura9oa.  I  did  not  find  that  the  rule 
of  twenty-four  hours  had  been  observed  in  practice,  but  there  would  be 
little  diflBculty  in  coming  to  an  agreement  on  this  point. 

In  regard  to  the  export  of  arms  and  ammunition  to  the  Oonfedei-ate 
States  I  had  lately  read  the  opinion  of  the  attorney-general  and 
believed  it  was  in  entire  conformity  with  the  provision  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act:  warlike  equipment  of  the  vessel  was  prohibited;  the 
loading  of  a  vessel  with  arms  and  ammunition  was  not  prohibited.  Hut 
in  point  of  fact  a  much  greater  amount  of  arms  and  ammunition  had 
been  sent  to  the  Federal  States  where  there  was  no  obstacle  to  the 
export  or  the  import  than  to  the  ports  of  the  Confederate  States  which 
were  blockaded.  Mr.  Adams  admitted  this  to  be  the  fact,  and  said 
he  had  refrained  from  pressing  a  more  rigorous  compliance  with  the 
foreign  enlistment  act  for  this  reason. 

I  then  stated  to  Mr.  Adams  the  substance  of  the  two  dispatches  I  had 
written  to  Lord  Lyons  on  the  subject  of  the  Trent.  1  told  him  that  in 
a  private  letter  I  had  directed  Lord  Lyons  to  talk  the  matter  over  with 
Mr.  Seward  two  days  before  reading  to  him  the  disi)atch. 

Mr,  Adams  asked  whether  the  direction  to  Lord  Lyons  to  leave 
Washington  in  seven  days  was  in  the  dispatch  to  be  read.  I  said  it 
was  not,  and  that  in  case  Mr.  Seward  should  ask  what  would  be  the 
consequence  of  a  refusal  on  his  part  to  comply  witli  our  conditions 
Lord  Lyons  was  to  decline  to  answer  that  question  in  order  not  to  have 
the  appearance  of  a  threat. 

I  said  that  I  thought  the  explanation  that  the  Government  had  not 
authorized  the  seizure  would  stand  in  the  place  of  an  apology.  But 
the  essential  condition  was  that  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  should  be 
given  up  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  if  the  matter  was  stated  to  Mr.  Seward  in  the 
manner  I  had  explained  he  hoped  tor  an  amicable  termination  of 
theditt'erence;  he  thought  that  if  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
insisted  on  maintaining  the  act  of  Captain  Wilkes  the  United  States 
would  be  abandoning  their  doctrine  and  adopting  ours. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  me  further  questions  which  he  said  I  might  decline 
to  answer;  it  was  whether  if  Lord  Lyons  came  away  a  declaration  of 
war  would  be  the  immediate  consequence.  1  told  him  nothing  was 
decided  on  that  point;  we  should  wait  for  the  reply  from  America  and 
then  decide  upon  our  course. 

I  stated  to  Mr.  Adams  the  substance  of  M.  Thouvenel's  dispatch  to 
M.  Mercier  as  I  had  lieard  it  from  M.  de  Flahault.  Mr.  Adams  said 
that  the  French  Government  had  always  been  very  consistent  in  their 
maintenance  of  the  rights  of  neutrals.  "  He  added  that  he  could  not  ])ay 
our  Government  the  same  compliment.  I  said  I  would  dispense  with 
compliments  if  this  matter  could  be  amicably  arranged. 

We  parted  on  very  friendly  terms. 

I  am,  &c.,  RUSSELL. 


Washington,  Deocmhn-  I'j,  isai. 

(Keceived  January  1, 1SG2.) 
[Earl  EussELL,  London.] 

My  Lord  :  The  messenger  Seymour  delivered  to  me  at  11.30  last  night 
your  lordship's  dispatch  of  the  30th  ultimo  specifying  the  reparation 
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required  by  Her  Majvjsty's  Government  for  the  seizure  of  Mr.  Mason  and 
Mr.  Slidell  and  their  secretaries  on  board  the  royal  mail  steamer  Trent. 

1  waited  on  Mr.  Seward  this  afternoon  at  the  State  Department  and 
acquainted  him  in  general  terms  with  the  tenor  of  that  dispatch.  I 
stated  in  particular— as  nearly  as  possible  in  your  lordship's  words— 
that  the  only  redress  which  could  satisfy  Her  Majesty's  Government  and 
Her  Majesty's  people  would  be  the  immediate  delivery  of  the  prisoners 
to  nie  in  order  that  they  might  again  be  placed  under  British  protection, 
and  moreover  a  suitable  apology  for  the  aggression  which  had  been  com- 
mitted. I  added  that  Her  Majjesty's  Government  hoped  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  would  of  its  own  accord  offer  this  repa- 
ration; that  it  was  in  order  to  facilitate  such  an  arrangement  that  I  had 
come  to  him  without  any  written  demand  or  even  any  written  paper  at 
all  in  my  hand;  that  if  there  was  a  prospect  of  attaining  this  object  I 
was  willing  to  be  guided  by  him  as  to  the  conduct  on  my  part  which 
would  render  its  attainment  most  easy. 

Mr.  Seward  received  my  communication  seriously  and  with  dignity  but 
without  any  manifestations  of  dissatisfaction.  Some  further  conversa- 
tion ensued  in  consequence  of  questions  put  by  him  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain the  exact  character  of  the  dispatch.  At  the  conclusion  he  asked 
me  to  give  him  tomorrow  to  consider  the  question  and  to  communicate 
with  the  President.  On  the  day  after  lie  should  he  said  be  ready  to 
express  an  opinion  with  respect  to  the  communication  I  had  made.  In 
the  meantime  he  begged  me  to  be  assured  that  he  was  very  sensible  of 
the  friendly  and  conciliatory  manner  in  which  I  had  made  it. 
I  have,  &c. 

LYONS. 


New  York,  December  19, 1861. 
Dr.  J.  S.  Dashibll,  Washington. 

My  Dear  Shi  :  I  wish  I  had  time,  as  I  have  not,  to  write  you  a  letter. 
But  in  lieu  thereof  I  send  you  the  accompanying  slip  cut  from  The  Lon- 
don Times  of  the  3(lth  of  November.  Being  in  the  form  of  a  communi- 
cation it  will  be  apt  to  escape  the  attention  of  Mr.  Seward  should  he 
see  the  paper  at  all.  I  think  he  will  be  glad  to  see  it  and  I  therefore 
send  it  to  you  to  be  given  to  him  or  not  as  you  may  think  best.  The 
writing  at  the  head  of  the  article  gives  it  an  importance  in  my  eyes 
which  it  would  not  possess  otherwise,  the  memorandum  being  made  by 
the  gentleman  who  sends  me  the  paper,  who  with  me  is  very  high 
authority  for  every  opinion  he  expresses.  He  is  connected  with  the 
English  press  and  knows  everybody  and  everything. 
Yours,  faithfully, 

D.  H    ADLEY. 

[Incloaure.] 

This  is  important  as  to  substance  and  authorship. 

Temple,  November  29,  \186i\. 
Editor  of  the  Times. 

Sir:  When  so  momentous  a  question  as  that  of  a  war  between 
England  and  the  Northern  States  of  America  is  in  the  balance  I  think 
you  will  be  disposed  to  give  publicity  indifferently  to  every  view  in 
which  the  matter  can  ])ossib]y  present  itself.  I  venture  therefore  to 
request  permission  to  offer  a  few  observations  on  the  critical  question 
of  the  extent  of  the  reparation  which  the  P]nglish  Government  are 
entitled  to  demand  at  the  hands- of  the  Washington  Cabinet. 
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That  the  American  cruiser  was  guilty  of  an  irregularity  and  in  point 
of  form  of  an  illegal  act  in  cairying  off  the  Southern  commissioners 
without  a  judicial  sentence  on  the  Trent  must  now  be  admitted  even 
by  tlio.se  who  are  disposed  to  take  the  least  inflammatory  view  of  the 
subject.  The  practice  of  allowing  the  belligerent  cruiser  to  con.stitute 
himself  a  judge  in  the  matter  is  clearly  so  improper  and  inconvenient 
that  it  is  impossible  to  permit  such  an  act  to  pass  into  a  pre  cedent 
unriuestioned. 

On  the  other  hand  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  extent  of  the  repara- 
tion we  should  demand  depends  in  a  great  measure  on  the  question 
whether  the  injury  we  have  sustained  was  one  of  form  only  or  of  sub- 
stance. Now  wliether  the  injury  was  one  of  form  or  of  substance 
depends  on  the  second  question,  whether  if  the  American  cruiser  had 
acted  in  a  regular  manner,  i.  <>.,  had  carried  the  Trent  into  an  American 
port  in  order  to  bring  her  before  a  prize  court,  there  were  not  material  on 
which  to  fbund  a  judicial  condemnation  1  If  the  case  is  not  so  clearly 
in  our  favor  tiiat  a  decision  in  the  American  court  condemning  the  ves- 
sel would  have  been  liable  to  be  questioned  by  ns  as  manifestly  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations  then  the  irregularity  of  the  American  captain  in 
allowing  the  Trent  to  proceed  to  Southampton  clearly  redounded  to  the 
advantage  of  the  British  owners  and  the  British  passengers.  Could 
we  in  such  a  case  find  a  ground  of  international  quarrel  in  an  error  of 
procedure  which  in  efi'ect  told  in  our  own  favor? 

'Now  were  there  not  material  from  which  the  American  prize  court 
might  and  most  probably  would  have  arrived  at  such  a  condemnation? 
On  a  doubtful  point,  which  at  the  least  it  must  be  admitted  to  be,  the 
American  decision  would  probably  have  been  in  their  own  favor.  Tiie 
prize  court  is  judge  not  only  of  law  but  of  the  facts  from  which  infer- 
ences are  to  be  drawn.  It  might  have  fairly  taken  the  confessions  of 
Mr.  Slidell  and  his  friends  that  they  were  Southern  commissioners 
coupled  with  the  occupation  in  which  it  is  notorious  that  the  other 
Southern  commissioners  now  in  Europe  are  engaged  as  a  suflicient 
proof  of  the  hostile  character  of  their  mission.  If  the  court  had  come 
to  such  a  decision  could  the  English  Government  liave  disputed  their 
judgment  as  one  in  gross  violation  of  law  and  justice?  If  not  it  would 
have  been  binding  on  us  and  the  Trent  would  have  been  condemned  as 
a  lawful  prize. 

A  distinction  has  been  drawn  between  the  dispatch  and  the  messen- 
ger who  carries  the  dispatch  which  seems  to  me  wholly  unsustainable. 
If  a  belligerent  has  power  to  seize  the  dispatch  he  must  have  the  power 
to  detain  the  messenger.  For  the  messenger,  who  probably  k  mows  the 
message  by  heart,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  living  dispatch.  Now 
I  do  not  put  forward  these  considerations  as  suggesting  that  we  have 
sustained  no  injury  at  the  hands  of  the  AniericaTis  nor  for  the  purpose 
of  questioning  our  right  to  demand  reparation.  But  1  confess  that  it 
strikes  nie  very  strongly  that  the  quality  of  the  injury  materially  affects 
the  nature  of  the  amends  which  we  are  entitled  to  require  if  the 
Trent  would  probably  have  been  legally  condemned  in  case  a  regular 
course  had  been  ]mrsued  by  the  captain  of  the  San  Jacinto,  in  form 
it  is  true  she  sustained  an  injury  but  in  substance  it  is  certain  she  had 
a  fortunate  escape. 

'J'hc  conclusion  therefore  at  which  I  arrive  is  this:  what  we  are 
entitled  beyond  all  question  to  demand  is  an  apology  for  the  illegal 
anil  irregular  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  San  Jacinto,  which  cannot 
be  sustained  cm  any  possible  view  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  an  under- 
taking from  the  American  Government  that  the  offense  shall  not  be 
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repeated.  But  unless  it  is  perfectly  demonstrable  tliat  if  the  (laptaiii 
of  the  San  Jacinto  had  carried  the  Trent  into  New  York  she  could  not 
le<>ally  have  been  condemned  I  cannot  think  that  we  are  entitled  to 
push  our  demand  to  the  extreme  point  of  requiring  the  restitution  of 
the  commissioners.  Such  a  demand  would  almost  certainly  be  repelled. 
And  England  before  she  can  appeal  to  the  arbi.trament  of  arms 
must  have  a  quarrel  good  not  only  in  form  but  in  substance. 

JUSTITIA. 


Legation  of  the  TTnited  States, 

London,  December  UO,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  offlcial  notes  that 
have  passed  between  Lord  Russell  and  myself  on  the  event  of  decease 
of  His  Koyal  Highness  the  Prince  Consort. 

The  public  mind  is  in  a  feverish  state,  vaguely  anticipating  compli- 
cations both  in  America  and  Europe  which  may  ultimately  involve 
calamity  and  disaster.    Above  all  it  is  felt  rather  than  uttered  that 
there  is  no  really  wise  head  now  in  England  to  guide  in  case  of  a  storm. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 


Boston,  December  SO,  ISGl. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward: 

The  suggestions  contained  in  the  inclosed  articles,  one  of  which  is 
by  Hon.  George  T.  Curtis  and  the  other  by  Hon.  Charles  B.  Groodrich, 
both  luomineut  members  of  the  Boston  bar,  may  be  of  some  little  value. 

[IncloBure  No.  1.] 

West  lioxBURY,  December  18,  J8G]. 
Editor  op  The  Boston  Journal: 

Being  a  constant  reader  of  your  paper  my  attention  was  attracted 
yesterday  by  the  following  statement  iu  your  editorial  columns: 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that  nearly  all  of  our  jurists  who  have  written  upon  the 
ilasoii  and  Slidell  case  passed  over  us  entirely  indefensilile  the  position  whieh  the 
llritisb  Government  is  said  to  have  finally  asBumtsd,  viz,  that  the  Trent  ought  to 
]i:ive  been  searched  and  carried  in  for  judicial  condemnation. 

It  may  be  of  little  importance,  but  will  you  permit  me  to  state  that 
before  the  English  view  was  or  could  be  known  here  Mr.  G.  S.  Hilliard 
l»rinted  a  communication  in  The  Boston  Courier  and  the  writer  of  this 
letter  printed  another  in  which  the  omission  to  bring  the  Trent  in  for 
iuljudicatiou  was  pointed  out  as  a  great  irregularity  likely  to  lead  to 
serious  consequences.  I  ask  your  indulgence  then  while  I  endeavor  to 
show  to  my  fellow-citizens  that  this  is  not  a  mere  matter  of  form  but 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  very  serious  and  important  substance. 

Every  maritime  nation  has  as  part  of  its  judicial  system  what  is  called 
a  prize  court,  the  special  function  of  which  is  to  adjudicate  on  the  law- 
fulness of  all  seizures  made  at  sea  by  the  cruisers  of  that  nation  when 
it  is  at  war  These  courts  are  not  only  bound  to  administer  the  law  of 
nations  in  cases  mvolving  the  conflicting  rights  of  diftereut  nations,  but 
72  R  E — series  ii,  vol  II 
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their  adjudications  in  cases  of  capture  are  binding  upon  all  parties 
interested  unless  they  are  tainted  with  fraud  or  gross  mistake.  Being 
thus  interposed  between  the  nation  making  a  seizure  and  the  nation 
aggrieved  by  that  seizure,  and  proceeding  always  upon  solemn  truth 
and  argument  of  the  matter  in  controversy,  their  functions  are  essen- 
tial to  the  preservation  of  peace.  Accordingly  it  has  always  been  a 
law  of  the  world  since  maritime  warfare  has  been  governed  by  settled 
principles  that  every  cruiser  making  a  seizure  whether  of  things 
belonging  to  an  enemy  or  a  neutral  and  whether  on  board  of  an  enemy 
or  a  neutral  vessel  shall  bring  that  vessel  in  and  subject  the  lawful- 
ness of  the  seizure  to  adjudication  in  a  prize  court.  There  is  one 
excuse  only  that  can  be  set  up  in  justification  of  a  failure  to  make 
an  effort  to  bring  in  the  vessel  aud  that  occurs  when  the  captors  have 
not  sufficient  force  to  put  a  proper  prize  crew  on  board  the  prize,  for  they 
have  no  authority  to  compel  the  crew  of  the  prize  to  navigate  for  them- 
selves. 

In  the  case  of  the  Trent  this  rule  has  not  been  complied  with.  By 
the  act  of  our  own  ofticev  we  are  without  the  means  of  showing  the  law- 
fulness of  the  seizure  in  the  only  mode  knoAvn  to  the  law  of  nations.  If 
we  had  any  cause  for  intercepting  and  seizing  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Sli- 
dell  on  board  of  a  neutral  vessel  going  from  a  neutral  port  to  a  neutral 
port  it  must  have  been  because  they  were  either  enemies,  ambassadors 
or  fugitive  traitors.  Suppose  they  were  both ;  the  lawfulness  of  seizing 
them  from  a  neutral  vessel  is  the  matter  in  dispute  and  we  can  justify 
it  only  because  the  public  law  gives  us  a  right  to  do  it.  But  we  cannot 
take  the  benefit  of  one  part  of  that  law  which  we  say  gives  us  the  right 
to  make  the  capture  and  reject  the  other  part  which  prescribes  the 
mode  of  making  the  capture  and  the  mode  of  establishing  its  lawfulness 
when  made. 

When  therefore  England  says  that  she  cannot  consent  to  have  the 
proper  function  of  a  prize  court  set  aside  by  the  seizure  of  a  person  or 
thing  from  one  of  her  vessels,  followed  by  no  adjudication,  she  says  a 
thing  of  the  utmost  importance  to  every  maritime  nation  in  the  world. 
This  is  her  real  case,  her  whole  case;  and  it  is  one  which  will  place  all 
Europe  on  her  side  if  she  presents  itin  the  attitude  properly  belonging 
to  it.  If  she  says  to  the  President,  "  1  cannot  discuss  with  you  the  law- 
fulness of  this  seizure  for  you  cannot  adjudicate  it;  and  as  there  is  now 
no  possibility  of  a  judicial  determination,  restitution  of  the  men  can 
alone  repair  the  wrong  of  which  I  complain,"  what  answer  shall  we  make 
or  compel  the  President  to  make'J  Not  I  trust  to  give  Lord  Lyons  his 
passports,  but  rather  to  see  if  there  is  a  reason  sufficient  in  the  eye  of 
the  law  for  having  placed  ourselves  in  a  position  where  we  cannot  give 
to  England  what  she  has  a  clear  right  to  demand — the  judgment  of  the 
judicial  tribunal  on  the  laAvfulness  of  the  seizure. 

So  tar  as  the  case  is  at  present  understood  there  is  but  one  valid 
reason  suggested  for  not  having  brought  in  the  Trent.  If  it  can  be 
shown  that  Captain  Wilkes  was  unable  to  bring  her  in  for  want  of  a 
sufficient  jirize  crew  England  may  well  be  asked  to  admit  that  excuse. 
But  thetendernessof  Captain  Wilkes  toward  the  remaining  passengers 
or  toward  Her  Majesty's  mails  although  fairly  enough  to  be  urged  as 
grounds  of  consideration  by  the  English  Government  seems  to  me  not 
to  be  a  legal  excuse  for  the  absence  of  a  regular  adjudication  of  the  law- 
fulness of  the  seizure. 

Our  countrymen  have  not  so  little  intelligence  or  so  much  false  pride 
as  not  to  be  able  or  willing  to  sec  that  a  principle  important  to  the 
peace  of  the  world  is  involved  in  this  case.    Let  me  repeat  that  the 
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right  to  have  an  ad  judication  of  the  lawfulness  of  every  capture  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  safety  and  honor  of  all  nations.  Without  it  peace  can- 
not be  long  maintained  with  neutral  powers.  Let  us  not  then  try  to 
compel  our  Government  to  do  the  impossible.  It  is  clear  that  they 
cannot  determine  between  themselves  and  England  the  lawfulness  of 
this  capture.  If  we  can  show  a  valid  excuse  for  the  absence  of  an 
adjudication  or  can  now  make  a  voluntary  tribunal  by  accepting  or 
proposing  au  arbitrator  our  interest  and  honor  and  good  name  will 
all  be  saved. 

G.  T.  C. 

[Inclosiirc  No.  2.] 

Editor  of  the  Boston  Oouriee: 

Tliere  is  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  San  Jacinto  had  a  right  to  search 
the  Trent.  Tlie  refusal  of  its  master  to  exhibit  its  passenger  list  was 
improper  and  would  have  been  of  considerable  weight  to  say  the  least 
upon  the  question  of  condemnation  if  the  Trent  had  been  brought  into 
jiort  for  condemnation.  The  English  theory  now  is  that  Mason  and 
Slidell  were  American  citizens  traveling  for  private  purposes  in  no  way 
connected  with  any  hostile  enterprise  adverse  to  the  United  States; 
that  the  search  of  the  ship  failed  to  disclose  any  cause  of  seizure  and 
therefore  the  commander  of  the  San  Jacinto  had  no  authority  to  take 
Mason  and  Slidell  from  an  English  vessel. 

Assu.ne  this  to  be  a  correct  statement,  which  cannot  be  conceded, 
the  course  of  Commander  Wilkes  is  not  without  precedent.  The 
Itomeo,  Cowan  master,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1800,  was  before  the 
admiralty  court  of  Great  Britain  as  a  case  of  prize  (fi  liobinson's  lleports, 
351).  In  the  course  of  the  hearing  a  letter  applicable  to  the  Komeo 
was  produced  and  received  in  evidence  which  was  not  found  on  board 
the  Romeo. 

This  letter  was  taken  out  of  an  American  vessel,  the  Mary,  by  Lieu- 
tenant Eigby  of  His  Majesty's  gun-boat  Urgent  who  had  stopped  the 
Mary  and  had  examined  her  papers  and  finding  a  letter  which  pur- 
ported to  disclose  the  real  state  of  a  transaction  which  had  been  fraudu- 
lently concealed  had  sent  the  paper  in  question  to  the  King's  ]>roctor 
oflBcially  without  detaining  the  ship  in  which  it  was  found.  This  case 
shows  that  a  captor  may  introduce  proof  not  found  on  board  a  vessel 
seized  and  carried  in  as  a  prize. 

It  also  shows  that  an  armed  ship  of  Great  Britain  took  from  an 
American  ship  a  paper  and  did  not  carry  the  ship  so  arrested  into  port 
for  adjudication. 

C  B.  G. 


Philadelphia,  December  20,  1861. 
Hon.  "W.  H.  Sewaed. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  suppose  the  terms  of  the  Queen's  proclamation 
made  at  the  beginning  of  the  Russian  Avar  could  scarcely  have  failed 
to  attract  your  attention  in  its  bearing  upon  the  question  which  now 
agitates  the  country,  yet  as  it  is  possible  that  with  your  attention  drawn 
to  other  views  this  one  may  not  have  been  adverted  to  I  take  the  liberty 
of  inclosing  the  following  allusions  to  it  from  a  ]S'ova  Scotia  paper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  RUSSELL  THAYER. 
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[Inclosnie  No.  1.— Extract  from  The  Halifax  (Nova  Scotia)  Sun,  Novembor  25.] 

The  public  miud  is  seemiugly  mucli  perplexed  about  the  legality  of 
the  appi'eheusiou  of  Masou  and  Slidell,  tlie  ambassadors  and  bearers 
of  dispatches  on  board  the  royal  mail  steamer  Trent  when  attemptinj;' 
to  escape  to  Europe.  When  we  refer  to  the  law  of  nations  as  laid  down 
by  the  greatest  of  British  international  writers  we  find  that  the  action 
of  the  United  States  Government  in  this  apprehension  has  at  least  tlie 
sanction  of  ancient  and  modern  law  on  tljis  important  point.  Lord 
Stowell,  one  of  the  ablest  of  British  jurists,  says : 

The  carrying  of  the  dispatches  of  the  enemy  is  also  a  condemnation  even  if  car- 
ried by  neutrals.  The  ambassador  of  the  enemy  may  be  stoi)ped  on  his  passage,  l)ut 
when  ho  arrives  in  the  neutral  country  he  becomes  a  sort  of  middleman,  and  is 
entitled  to  certain  jirivileges. 

Lord  Stowell  further  declared  and  the  doctrine  was  acted  upon  by 
the  whole  judges  in  the  subsequent  case,  that  of  the  Atlanta,  that  "the 
neutral  ship  carrying  the  dispatches  was  liable  to  be  forfeited,"  and 
decided  accordingly.  And  Sir  William  Scott  in  one  of  his  celebrated 
judgments  iu  a  case  of  this  kind  says: 

It  appears  to  me  on  principle  that  the  fact  of  a  vessel  carrying  the  ambassadors  or 
dispatches  of  a  belligerent  power  whether  knowingly  or  not  affords  equal  ground  of 
forfeiture,  if  such  vessel  is  seized  by  the  opijosing  power. 

That  the  foregoing  i.s  the  true  state  of  the  law  at  the  i)resent  time 
may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  tliat  in  Her  Majesty's  pro(ilamatioii  dated 
the  15th  of  April,  18.')4,  during  the  Russian  war  the  following  highly 
important  clause  appears : 

To  preserve  the  commerce  of  neutrals  from  all  obstruction  Her  Majesty  is  willing 
for  the  present  to  waive  a  part  of  the  belligerent  rights  appertaining  to  her  by  the 
law  of  nations.  But  it  is  impossible  for  Her  Majesty  to  forego  the  exercise  of  her 
riglit  of  seizing  articles  contraband  of  war  and  specially  preventing  neutrals  from 
bearing  the  enemy's  messengers  or  dispatches. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  evideut  that  the  apprehension  of 
Mason  and  Slidell  has  the  sanction  of  the  laws  of  nations. 

[Inclosuro  No.  2.— From  Tlie  Halifax  (Nova  Scotia)  Sun.] 
THE   MASON   AND   SLIBELL  DISPATCHES. 

Queen  Victoria  having  issued  her  declaration  of  war  against  Russia 
on  the  28th  of  March,  1854,  she  made  proclamation  on  the  15th  of  April 
that  "desirous  of  rendering  the  war  as  little  onerous  as  possible  to  the 
powers  with  whom  she  remains  at  peace,"  she  was — 

AVilling  to  waive  a  p.art  of  her  belligerent  rights.  It  is  impossible  for  TTcr  Majesty 
to  forego  the  exercise  of  her  right  of  seizing  articles  contraband  of  war  and  of  pre- 
veutini;  neutrals  from  bearing  the  enemy's  dispatches,  and  she  must  maintain  the 
right  of  a  belligerent  to  prevent  neutrals  from  breaking  any  effective  blockade  which 
may  be  established  with  an  adequate  force  against  the  enemy's  forts,  harbors  or 
coasts. 

In  lier  iiroclamatlon  of  May  13, 1861,  it  is  announced: 

And  whereas  hostilities  have  unhappily  commenced  between  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  Aiiusrica  and  certain  States  styling  themselves  the  Confederate 
States  of  America;  and  whereas  we  being  at  peace  with  the  GoveruniiMit  of  the 
United  States  have  declared  our  royal  determination  to  maintain  a  strict  and  impar- 
tial neutrality  in  the  contest  between  the  said  contending  i)artic!s;  and  wo  do  hereby 
strictly  charge  and  command  all  our  loving  subjects  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality  in 
and  during  the  aforesaid  hostilities  and  to  abstain  from  violating  or  contravening 
either  the  laws  and  st.itutesof  the  realm  in  this  behalf,  or  the  law  of  nations  iu  rela- 
tion thereto,  as  they  will  answer  to  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 
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This  proclamation  then  recites  at  length  u  portion  of  the  statute 
59th  of  (reorge  111,  wherein  the  offender  is  to  be  punished  with  fine  iuid 
imprisonment  or  either  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  continues: 

Anil  wo  An  hereby  further  warn  all  our  loving  subjects  anil  persons  entitled  to  our 
I)rotection  tliat  if  any  of  them  shall  presume  in  contempt  of  this  our  royal  procla- 
mation au'l  of  onr  high  displeasure  to  ilo  any  act  in  derogation  of  their  duty  as  sub- 
jects of  a  neutr:il  sovereign  in  the  said  contest,  orin  violation  or  in  contravention  of 
the  law  of  nations  in  that  behalf — as  for  example  and  more  especially  [here  speci- 
I'vuig  oBcnsc'H  in  tlie  aforesaid  statute],  or  by  breaking  or  endeavoring  to  break  any 
blockade  lawfully  and  actually  established  by  or  on  behalf  of  either  of  the  contend- 
ing parties;  or  by  carrying  otlicerH,  soldiers,  dispatches,  arms,  military  stores  or 
materials  or  any  article  or  articles  considered  and  deemed  to  be  contraband  of  ivar 
according  to  the  law  or  modern  usage  of  nations,  for  the  use  or  service  of  eitlier  of 
the  said  contending  parties,  all  persons  so  offending  will  incur  and  be  liable  to  the 
several  penalties  and  penal  consequences  by  the  said  statute  or  by  the  law  of  nations 
ill  that  behalf  imposed  or  denounced.  And  we  do  hereby  declare  that  all  our  sub- 
jects and  persons  entitled  to  our  protection  who  may  misconduct  themselves  in  the 
premises  will  do  so  at  their  peril  and  of  their  own  wrong,  and  that  they  will  in  no 
wise  obtain  any  protection  from  us  against  any  liabilities  or  penal  consequences  but 
will  on  the  contrary  incur  our  high  displeasure  by  such  misconduct. 

Given  at  our  court  at  the  White  Lodge,  Richmond  l-'ark,  &c. 

The  London  Times  commenting  on  this  proclamation  remarks: 

Heretofore  the  proclamation  has  only  reminded  the  subjects  of  the  Queen  of  the 
penalties  which  the  law  of  this  country  denounces  against  an  infraction  of  neutralitj', 
and  points  out  the  penalties  with  which  such  offenses  may  be  visited  by  the  law  of 
the  laud  or  by  the  law  of  nations.  But  in  the  lastparagraph  the  proclamation  seems  to 
go  beyond  this  and  to  make  an  announcement  of  the  policy  which  will  bo  adopted  in 
oases  which  are  provided  for  neither  by  the  law  of  the  land  nor  by  the  law  of  nations, 
but  which  arise  out  of  the  peculiar  conditions  of  the  present  unhappy  conflict.  It 
will  be  observed  that  in  tliis  place  the  word  "such"  is  omitted.  The  liabilities  .anil 
jicnal  consequences  are  not  conliued  to  those  under  the  act  or  umlerthe  law  of  nations 
but  are  left  wide  and  indefinite,  as  if  on  purpose  to  embrace  the  very  case  we  are 
supposing. 

The  captain  of  the  steamer  Trent,  a.  British  subject,  does  not  hesitate 
to  bear  the  dispatches  of  the  rebels  in  the  face  of  all  this  warning.  His 
act  is  the  more  flagrant  from  his  carrying  the  mails  of  his  Government 
on  a  regular  ocean  mail  line  to  and  from  England.  How  can  the  Eng- 
lish Government  screen  him  from  public  prosecution?  Not  only  the 
captain  but  "all  hands"  have  violated  the  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  the 
law  and  both  letter  and  spirit  of  the  proclamation.  And  Avhy  should 
not  the  United  States  by  the  law  of  nations  ask  of  Great  Britain  this 
example  to  be  made  of  offended  iustice  and  right? 

A.  P. 


PHiLADEi.PniA,  December  22,  1861. 
Secretary  Cameron: 

Steamship  Edinburgh  left  Liverpool  Wednesday;  Queenstown  after- 
noon of  Thursday,  12th  instant;  passed  Cape  liace  Saturday.  General 
Scott  previous  to  embarking  in  Arago  had  long  interview  with  Prince 
Napoleon.  Eeported  that  the  general  carries  to  America  expression  of 
French  p]mperor's  desire  to  bring  about  peaceable  solution  of  question 
between  English  and  Amerii'an  Governments.  The  Australasian  was 
to  sail  night  of  12th  with  troops  and  munitions  for  Saint  Lawrence. 
Niagara  sails  Saturday;  300  artillerists  to  Halifax.  No  abatement  in 
England  of  warlike  preparations. 

^  W.  W.  EULTON. 
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New  Yoek,  December  22,  1861. 
E.  S.  Sanford,  President  American  Telegraph  Company  : 

The  steamship  Arago  from  Havre,  via  Soutbamptou  on  the  11th 
instant,  passed  Cape  liace  at  6  o'clock  Saturday  evening  en  route 
to  New  York.  Her  dates  are  three  days  later  than  those  per  the 
America.  General  Scott  is  passenger  by  the  Arago.  His  health 
much  improved. 

The  London  Times'  Paris  correspondent  says  that  the  of&cial  opinion 
of  the  British  minister  on  the  outrage  perpetrated  by  the  San  Jacinto 
on  the  Trent  is  most  precise  and  positive,  namely,  first,  that  the 
violence  committed  by  the  captain  of  the  San  Jacinto  is  indefensi- 
ble; second,  that  by  regarding  the  commissioners,  Messrs.  Mason 
and  Slidell,  as  contraband  Mr.  Lincoln  and  his  Cabinet  contradict 
themselves  for  they  refused  to  admit  they  were  aware  of  their 
presence. 

The  various  military  stations  in  Ireland  had  been  ordered  to  com- 
plete their  strength  of  sixty-nine  regiments  of  the  line.  The  British 
Government  is  negotiating  for  steamers  to  transport  troops  to  Canada. 
The  London  Times  of  the  10th  instant  says  advices  by  the  Niagara 
encourages  hope  of  a  disavowal  by  the  Cabinet  at  Washington  of  the 
San  Jacinto  outrage  and  a  surrender  of  the  southern  commissioners. 

EOBEETS, 


Washington,  December  23,  1861. 

(Received  January  7,  1862.) 
[Earl  EussELL,  London.] 

My  Lord:  In  conformity  with  the  understanding  to  which  I  came 
with  Mr.  Seward  on  the  19th  instant  I  waited  upon  him  the  day  before 
yesterday  for  the  purpose  of  reading  to  him  your  lordship's  dispatch 
of  the  30tli  ultimo  on  the  subject  of  the  seizure  of  Mr,  Mason  and  Mr. 
Slidell  and  their  secretaries  on  board  the  Trent. 

On  my  presenting  myself  Mr.  Seward  said  that  he  had  occupied 
himself  as  unremittingly  as  the  great  amount  of  business  he  had  to 
transact  allowed  in  studying  the  question.  He  Avould  confess  that  he 
had  not  yet  completely  mastered  it.  He  would  not  make  me  a  formal 
re(iuest  to  postpone  the  communication  of  your  lordship's  dispatch, 
but  he  would  say  that  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  him  person- 
ally and  a  great  advantage  in  all  respects  if  1  would  consent  to  do 
so.  The  next  day  was  Sunday;  could  I  not  defer  the  communication 
till  Monday.  I  answered  that  I  would  as  he  wished  it  put  off  reading 
the  dispatch  to  him  until  Monday,  provided  he  would  fix  an  early  hour 
for  receiving  me  on  that  day.  I  should  1  said  be  obliged  to  send  off 
my  messenger  with  dispatches  for  your  lordship  on  Monday  afternoon. 
It  was  impossible  that  I  could  allow  another  packet  to  sail  without 
rei)orting  to  your  lordship  that  I  had  executed  your  orders.  Mr. 
Seward  promised  to  receive  me  as  early  as  10  o'clock  on  Monday 
morning. 

I  accordingly  went  to  him  soon  after  that  hour  this  (Monday)  morn- 
ing, read  the  dispatch  to  him  and  at  his  request  left  with  him  a  copy 
of  it.  He  said  that  he  would  immediately  lay  it  before  the  President 
and  that  I  should  without  delay  receive  a  communication  with 
regard  to  it. 

I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 
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Confidential.  I  Depaktment  of  State, 

Washington,  December  27,  1861. 
Chakles  Francis  Adams,  Esq. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  the  correspondence*  with 
Lord  Lyons  on  the  subject  of  the  Trent.  The  great  difficulty  in  all 
human  enterprises  consists  in  pursuing  just  and  worthy  objects  per- 
sistently when  the  interests  and  passions  of  men  avail  themselves  of 
accidents  to  embarrass  our  movements  and  divert  us  from  our  course. 

Nothing  could  have  happened  so  well  calculated  to  electrify  the  loyal 
portion  of  the  American  people  as  the  capture  and  confinement  of  the 
four  persons  who  were  taken  from  the  Trent  on  tlieir  way  to  Europe  to 
betray  their  country  into  the  control  of  ambitious  foreign  States,  But 
this  is  no  time  to  be  diverted  from  the  cares  of  the  Union  into  contro- 
versies with  other  powers  even  if  just  causes  for  them  could  be  found. 
When  the  affair  happened  there  was  no  time  for  the  public  mind  to 
weigh  against  the  apparent  advantages  of  the  cai)ture  the  probable 
incompetency  of  the  captured  persons  as  individuals  to  do  any  consid- 
erable injury  to  our  country  abroad,  much  less  to  measure  the  dangers 
of  collision  between  us  and  foreign  powers  resulting  from  an  exchange 
of  our  own  traditional  positions  in  regard  to  neutral  rights  for  the 
British  one — one  which  we  had  so  long  and  so  consistently  repudiated. 
The  Government  as  you  will  already  have  learned  has  not  yielded  to 
any  such  excitement,  but  has  held  itself  ready  to  meet  and  decide  the 
question  upon  its  merits  and  with  reference  only  to  the  public  welfare 
in  its  broadest  and  most  enduring  relations. 

The  President  has  adopted  his  decision  with  the  unanimous  assent  of 
his  Cabinet.  We  trust  and  believe  that  a  change  or  at  least  a  pause 
will  come  upon  the  mind  of  Europe  when  it  is  seen  as  it  now  must  be 
that  the  United  States  have  maintained  calmness,  composure  and  dig- 
nity during  all  the  season  which  the  British  people  havebeen  so  intensely 
excited,  and  that  in  this  as  in  every  other  case  they  have  vindicated 
not  only  their  consistency  but  their  principles  and  policy  while  meas- 
uring out  to  Great  Britain  the  justice  which  they  have  always  claimed 
at  her  hands.  The  Union  is  indeed  the  paramount  interest  of  the 
day  but  the  national  prestige  and  character  will  not  be  unnecessarily 
compromised  in  our  efforts  to  maintain  it. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  27,  1861. 
M.  Henri  Meecier,  &c. 

Sir  :  I  have  submitted  to  the  President  the  copy  you  were  so  good 
iiR  to  give  me  of  the  dispatch  addressed  to  you  on  the  3d  of  Decem- 
ber instantt  concerning  the  recent  proceedings  of  Cai)tain  Wilkes  in 
iiiiesting  certain  persons  on  board  of  the  British  contract  mail  steamer 
Trent.  ,  ^     .^  ^ 

Iiefore  receiving  the  paper,  however,  the  President  had  decided  upon 
the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  subject  which  has  caused  so  much 
anxiety  in  Europe.  That  disposition  of  the  subject  as  1  think  ren- 
ders unnecessary  any  discussion  of  it  in  reply  to  the  comments  of 
:\I.  Thouvenel.  I  am  permitted,  however,  to  say  that  M.  Thouvenel  has 
not  been  in  error  in  supposing  first  that  the  Government  of  the  United 

"  See  Seward  to  Lyons,  Dec^ember  26,  p.  1145,  IncloBuie  No.  1. 
t  For  Thouvenel  to  Mcrcier,  see  p.  1116. 
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States  has  not  acted  in  any  spirit  of  disregard  of  the  rights  or  of  the 
sensibilities  of  the  British  nation,  and  that  he  is  equally  just  in  assum- 
ing that  the  United  States  would  consistently  vindicate  by  their  prac- 
tice on  this  occasion  the  character  they  have  so  long  maintained  as  an 
advdcate  of  the  most  liberal  principles  concerning  the  rights  of  nentral 
States  in  maritime  war. 

When  the  French  Government  shall  come  to  see  at  large  the  views  of 
this  Government  and  those  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  on  the 
subject  now  in  question  and  to  compare  them  with  the  views  expressed 
by  M.  Thouvenel  on  the  part  of  France  it  will  probably  perceive  that 
while  it  must  be  admitted  that  those  three  powers  are  equally  impressed 
with  the  same  desire  for  the  establishment  of  principles  favorable  to 
neutral  rights  there  is  at  the  same  time  not  such  an  entire  agreement 
concerning  the  application  of  those  principles  as  is  desirable  to  secure 
that  important  object. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  will  be  happy  if  the  occasion 
which  has  elicited  this  correspondence  can  be  improved  so  as  to  secure 
a  more  definite  agreement  upon  the  whole  subject  by  all  maritime 
powers. 

Vou  will  assure  M.  Thouvenel  that  this  Government  appreciates  as 
well  the  frankness  of  his  explanations  jus  tlie  spirit  of  friendship  and 
good  will  toward  the  United  States  in  which  they  are  exjiressed. 

It  is  a  sincere  pleasure  for  the  United  States  to  exchange  assurances 
of  a  friendship  which  had  its  origin  in  associations  the  most  sacred  in 
the  history  of  both  countries. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon,  sir,  the  assurance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Washington,  December  27,  ISGl. 

(Received  January  9,  1802.) 
[Earl  EusSELL,  London.] 

My  Lord:*  *  *  Tlie  day  before  yesterday  M.  Mercier  received 
the  dis[)atch  from  M.  Tliouvciiel  wliicli  was  read  to  your  lordship  by 
Count  Flaiiault  on  the  (tth  instant.  He  immediately  carried  it  to  the 
State  Department  and  on  being  informed  that  Mr.  Seward  was  at  a 
Cabinet  council  requested  the  Assistant  Secretary  to  send  it  into  the 
council  room  witliout  delay. 

]\r.  Mercier  has  throughout  displayed  great  alacrity  and  good  will 
and  (if  I  may  l)e  allowed  to  exju-ess  an  opinion  on  that  jmint  also) 
excellent  Judgment  in  giving  tlie  moral  support  of  France  to  the 
demands  of  llcr  Majesty's  (ioverument. 


I  have,  &c., 


LYONS. 


WASHlNCi'l'uN,  December  27,  18GJ. 

(Eeceived  January  9,  1802.) 
[Earl  EussELL,  Londo-n.] 

My  Loim)  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have 
this  morning  received  from  Mr.  Seward  in  answer  to  your  lordship's 
dispatch  of  the  30th  of  last  montli  rehitivc  to  the  removal  of  Mr.  Mason, 
Mr    Slidell,  Mr.  Macfarland  and  Mr.  Eustis  from  the  British  mail- 
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packet  Trent.    The  note  contains  a  very  long  and  very  elaborate  dis- 
sertation on  the  questions  of  international  law  involved  in  the  case. 

I  have  not  time  before  the  departure  of  the  messenger  to  weigh  the 
arguments  or  to  estimate  precisely  the  force  of  the  expressions  used. 
But  as  Mr.  Seward  admits  that  reparation  is  due  to  Great  Britain  and 
consents  to  deliver  the  lour  prisoners  to  me  1  consider  that  the  demands 
of  iler  Majesty's  Government  are  so  far  substantially  complied  with 
that  it  is  my  duty  in  obedience  to  your  lordship's  commands  to  report 
the  facts  to  Her  JMajesty's  Government  for  their  consideration  and  to 
remain  at  my  post  until  I  receive  further  orders. 

I  Lave  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  answer  which  I  have  made 
to  Mr.  Seward's  note.  I  have  confined  myself  to  stating  that  I  will  for- 
ward a  copy  of  it  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  that  1  will  confer 
with  Ml.  Seward  x'ersonally  on  the  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the 
deli^■ery  of  the  prisoners  to  me. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYOZJTS. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Depautment  of  State,  Washingtwi,  December  20, 1801. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord:  Earl  liussell's  dispatch  of  November  30,  a  copy  of  which 
you  have  left  with  nie  at  my  request,  is  of  the  following  effect,  namely: 

Tliat  a  letter  of  Commander  Williams  dated  "Royal  Mail  Contract 
Packet-boat  Trent,  at  sea,  November  9"  states  that  that  vessel  lelt 
Havana  on  the  7tli  of  November  with  Her  Majesty's  mails  for  England 
having  on  board  numerous  ijassengers.  Shortly  after  noon  on  the 
8th  of  November  the  U.  S.  war  steamer  San  Jacinto,  Captain  Wilkes, 
not  showing  colors  was  observed  ahead.  That  steamer  on  being 
neared  by  the  Trent  at  1.15  p.  m.  fired  a  round  shot  from  a  pivot  gun 
across  her  bows  and  showed  American  colors.  While  the  Trent  was 
approaching  sh)wly  toward  the  San  .Jacinto  she  discharged  a  shell 
across  the  Trent's  bows  which  exploded  at  half  a  cable's  length  before 
her.  The  Trent  then  stopped  and  an  officer  with  a  large  armed  guard 
of  marines  boarded  her.  The  ofticer  said  he  had  orders  to  arrest  IMessrs. 
Mason,  Slidell,  Macfarland  and  Eustis  and  had  sure  information  that 
they  were  passengers  on  the  Trent.  While  some  parley  Avas  going  on 
upon  this  matter  Mr.  Slidell  stepped  forward  and  said  to  the  American 
oflicer  tliat  the  four  persons  he  had  named  were  standing  before  him. 
The  commander  of  the  Trent  and  Commander  Williams  protested 
against  the  act  of  taking  those  four  passengers  out  of  the  Trent  they 
then  being  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag.  But  the  San 
Jacinto  was  at  this  time  only  200  yards  distant,  her  ship's  company  at 
quarters,  her  ports  open  and  tompions  out  and  so  resistance  was  out  of 
the  question.  The  fonr  persons  before  named  were  then  forcibly  taken 
out  of  the  ship.  A  farther  demand  was  made  that  the  commander  of 
tiie  Trent  should  proceed  on  board  the  San  Jacinto  but  he  said  he 
wonld  not  go  unless  forcibly  compelled  likewise  and  this  demand  was 
not  insisted  upon. 

Upon  this  statement  Earl  Russell  remarks  that  it  tlms  appears  that 
certain  individuals  have  been  forcibly  taken  from  on  board  a  British 
vessel,  the  ship  of  a  neutral  power,  while  that  vessel  was  pursuing  a 
lawful  and  innocent  voyage — an  act  of  violence  which  was  an  affront 
to  the  British  flag  and  a  violation  of  international  law. 

Earl  Russell  next  says  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  bearing  in 
mind  the  friendly  relations  which  have  long  subsisted  between  Great 
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Britain  and  the  United  States  are  willing  to  believe  that  the  naval 
officer  who  committed  this  aggression  was  not  acting  in  compliance 
with  any  authority  from  his  Government  or  that  if  he  conceived  himself 
to  be  so  aiTthorized  he  greatly  misunderstood  the  instructions  which 
he  had  received. 

Earl  Itussell  argues  that  the  United  States  must  be  fully  aware  that 
the  British  Government  could  not  allow  such  an  affront  to  the  national 
honor  to  pass  without  full  reparation  and  they  are  willing  to  believe 
that  it  could  not  be  the  deliberate  intention  of  the  United  States 
unnecessarily  to  force  into  discussion  between  the  two  Governments  a 
question  of  so  grave  a  character  and  with  regard  to  which  the  whole 
British  nation  would  be  sure  to  entertain  such  unanimity  of  feeling. 

Earl  Eussell  resting  upon  the  statement  and  the  argument  which  I 
have  thus  recited  closes  with  saying  that  her  Majesty's  Government 
trust  that  when  this  matter  shall  have  been  brought  under  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  it  will  of  its  own  accord 
offer  to  the  British  Government  such  redress  as  alone  could  satisfy  the 
British  nation,  namely,  the  liberation  of  the  four  prisoners  taken  from 
the  Trent  and  their  delivery  to  your  lordship  in  order  that  they  may 
again  be  placed  under  British  protection  and  a  suitable  apology  foi 
the  aggression  which  has  been  committed.  Earl  Eussell  tinally 
instructs  you  to  propose  those  terms  to  me  if  I  should  not  first  offer 
them  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

This  dispatch  has  been  submitted  to  the  President. 

The  British  Government  has  rightly  conjectured  what  it  is  now  my 
duty  to  state  that  Captain  Wilkes  in  conceiving  and  executing  the  pro- 
ceeding in  question  acted  upon  his  own  suggestions  of  duty  without  any 
direction  or  instruction  or  even  foreknowledge  of  it  on  the  part  of  this 
Government.  No  directions  had  been  given  to  him  or  any  other  naval 
oflQcer  to  arrest  the  four  persons  named  or  any  of  them  on  the  Trent  or 
on  any  other  British  vessel  or  on  any  other  neutral  vessel  at  the  place 
where  it  occurred  or  elsewhere.  The  British  Government  will  justly 
infer  from  these  facts  that  the  United  States  not  only  have  had  no  pur- 
pose but  even  no  thought  of  forcing  into  discussion  the  question  which 
has  arisen  or  any  other  which  could  affect  iu  any  way  the  sensibilities 
of  the  British  nation. 

It  is  true  that  a  round  shot  was  fired  by  the  San  Jacinto  from  her 
pivot  gun  when  the  Trent  was  distantly  approaching.  But  as  the  facts 
have  been  reported  to  this  Government  the  shot  was  nevertheless  inten- 
tionally fired  in  a  direction  so  obviously  divergent  from  the  course  of 
the  Trent  as  to  be  quite  as  harmless  as  a  blank  shot  while  it  should  be 
regarded  as  a  signal. 

So  also  we  learn  that  the  Trent  was  not  approaching  the  San  Jacinto 
slowly  when  the  shell  was  fired  across  her  bows,  but  on  the  contrary 
the  Trent  was  or  seemed  to  be  moving  under  a  full  head  of  steam  as  if 
with  a  ]iurpose  to  pass  the  San  Jacinto. 

We  are  informed  also  that  the  boarding  officer  (Lieutenant  Fairfax) 
did  not  board  the  Trent  with  a  large  armed  guard,  but  he  left  his  marines 
in  his  boat  when  he  entered  the  Trent.  He  stated  his  instructions  from 
Captain  Wilkes  to  search  for  the  four  persons  named  in  a  respectful  and 
courteous  though  decided  manner,  and  he  asked  the  captain  of  the  Trent 
to  show  his  passenger  list  which  was  refnsed.  The  lieutenant  as  we  are 
informed  did  not  employ  absolute  force  in  transferring  the  passengers, 
but  he  used  jnst  so  much  as  was  necessary  to  satisfy  the  i)arties  con- 
cerned that  refusal  or  resistance  would  be  unavailiuK. 
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80  also  -we  are  informed,  that  the  captaiu  of  the  Trent  was  not  at  any 
time  or  in  any  way  required  to  go  on  board  the  San  Jacinto. 

These  modifications  of  the  case  as  presented  by  Commander  Williams 
are  based  upon  our  official  reports. 

I  have  now  to  remind  your  lordship  of  some  facts  which  doubtlessly 
were  omitte<l  by  Earl  Eussell  with  the  very  proper  and  becoming  motive 
ofallowing  them  to  be  brought  into  the  case  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  in  the  way  most  satisfactory  to  this  Government.  These  facts 
are  that  at  the  time  the  Iransaction  occurred  an  insurrection  was  exist- 
ing in  the  United  States  which  this  Government  was  engaged  in  sup- 
pressing by  tlie  employment  of  land  and  naval  forces ;  that  in  regard  to 
tliis  domestic  strife  the  United  States  considered  Great  Britain  as  a 
friendly  power,  while  she  had  assumed  for  herself  the  attitude  of  a  neu- 
tral ;  and  that  Spain  was  considered  in  the  same  light  and  had  assumed 
the  same  attitude  as  Great  Britain. 

It  has  been  settled  by  correspondence  that  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  mutually  recognized  as  applicable  to  this  local  strife 
these  two  articles  of  the  declaration  made  by  the  Congress  of  Paris  in 
185G,  namely,  that  the  neutral  or  friendly  flag  should  cover  enemy's 
goods  not  contraband  of  war,  and  that  neutral  goods  not  contraband 
of  war  are  not  liable  to  capture  under  an  enemy's  flag.  These  excep- 
tions of  contraband  from  favor  were  a  negative  acceptance  by  the  par- 
ties of  the  rule  hitherto  everywhere  recognized  as  a  part  of  the  law  of 
nations  that  whatever  is  contraband  is  liable  to  capture  and  confiscation 
in  all  cases. 

James  M.  Mason  and  J.  E.  Macfarland  are  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  residents  of  Yirgini a;  John  Slidell  and  George  Eustis  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  Louisiana.  It  was  well 
known  at  Havana  when  these  parties  embarked  in  the  Trent  that 
James  M.  Mason  was  proceeding  to  England  in  the  affected  character 
of  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  Saint  James  under  a  pre- 
tended commission  from  Jeil'erson  Davis,  who  had  assumed  to  be  presi- 
dent of  the  insurrectionary  party  in  the  United  States,  and  J.  E. 
Macfarland  was  going  with  him  in  a  like  unreal  character  of  secretary 
of  legation  to  the  pretended  mission.  John  Slidell  in  similar  circum- 
stances was  going  to  Paris  as  a  pretended  minister  to  the  Limjieror  of 
the  French  and  George  Eustis  was  the  chosen  secretary  of  legation 
for  that  simulated  mission.  The  fact  that  these  persons  liad  assumed 
such  characters  has  been  since  avowed  by  the  same  Jefferson  Davis  in 
a  pretended  message*  to  an  unlawful  and  insurrectionary  congress.  It 
was  as  we  think  rightly  presumed  that  these  ministers  bore  pretended 
credentials  and  instructions  and  such  papers  are  in  the  law  known  as 
dispatches.  We  are  informed  by  our  consul  at  Paris  that  these  dis- 
patches having  escaped  the  search  of  the  Trent  were  actually  conveyed 
and  delivered  to  emissaries  of  the  insurrection  in  England.  Although 
it  is  not  essential  yet  it  is  proper  to  state  as  I  do  also  upon  information 
and  belief  that  the  owner  and  agent  and  all  the  oflScers  of  the  Trent 
including  Commander  Williams  had  knowledge  of  the  assumed  char- 
acters and  purposes  of  the  persons  before  named  when  they  embarked 
on  that  vessel. 

Your  lordship  will  now  perceive  that  the  case  before  us  instead  of 
presenting  a  inerely  flagrant  act  of  violence  on  the  part  of  Captain 
Wilkes,  as  might  well  be  inferred  from  the  incomplete  statement  of  it 
that  went  up  to  the  British  Government,  was  undertaken  as  a  simple 

*  Sec  J).  122!)  fov  this  message. 
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legal  and  customary  belligerent  proceeding  by  Captain  "Wilkes  to  arrest 
and  capture  a  neutral  vessel  engaged  in  carrying  contraband  of  war  for 
tlie  use  and  benefit  of  the  insurgents. 

The  question  before  us  is  whether  this  proceeding  was  authorized  by 
and  conducted  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  it  involves  the  follow- 
ing inquiries: 

First.  Were  the  persons  named  and  their  supposed  dis])atches  con- 
traband of  Avar? 

Second.  Might  Captain  Wilkes  lawfully  stop  and  search  the  'JYent 
for  tliesc  contraband  persons  and  disi)atches? 

Third,  Did  he  exercise  that  right  in  a  proper  and  lawful  manner? 

Fourth.  Having  found  the  contraband  jjersons  on  board  imd  in  pre- 
sumed possession  of  the  contraband  dispatches  had  he  a  right  to 
capture  the  persons? 

Fifth.  Did  he  exercise  that  right  of  capture  in  the  manner  allowed 
and  recognized  by  the  law  of  nations? 

if  all  these  inquiries  shall  be  resolved  in  the  affirmative  the  British 
(Government  Avill  have  no  claim  for  reparation. 

I  address  myself  to  the  first  inquiry,  namely,  were  the  four  persons 
mentioned  and  their  supposed  dispatches  contraband? 

^Maritime  law  so  generally  deals  as  its  professors  say  hi  rem,  tbax  is, 
with  property  and  so  seldom  with  persons  that  it  seems  a  straining  of 
the  word  "contraband"  to  apply  it  to  them.  But  persons  as  well  as 
])roperty  may  become  contraband  since  the  word  means  broadly  "con- 
trary to  proclamation,  prohibited,  illegal,  unlawful." 

All  writers  and  judges  pronounce  naval  or  military  persons  in  the 
service  of  the  enemy  contraband.  Vattel  says  war  allows  us  to  cut  off 
from  au  enemy  all  his  resources  and  to  hinder  him  from  sending  min- 
isters to  solicit  assistance.  And  Sir  William  Scott  says  you  may  stop 
1  he  ambassador  of  your  enemy  on  his  passage.  Dispatches  are  not  less 
clearly  contraband  and  the  bearers  or  couriers  who  undertake  to  carry 
tfiCiu  fall  under  the  same  condemnation. 

A  subtlety  might  be  raised  whether  pretended  ministers  of  a  usurp- 
ing power  not  recognized  as  legal  by  either  the  belligerent  or  the  neu- 
tral could  be  held  to  be  contraband.  But  it  would  disappear  on  being 
subjected  to  what  is  the  true  test  in  all  cases,  namely,  the  spirit  of  the 
law".  Sir  William  Scott  speaking  of  civil  magistrates  who  are  arrested 
and  detained  as  contraband  says: 

It  appears  to  me  on  principle  to  be  but  reasonable  that  when  it  is  of  snfficient 
iniportiince  to  the  enemy  that  such  persons  shfrll  be  sent  out  on  the  public  service  at 
till'  public  expense  it  shonld  afford  equal  ground  of  forfeiture  against  th(!  vessel  that 
may  be  let  out  for  a  purpose  so  intimately  connected  with  the  hostile  operations. 

I  trust  that  I  have  shown  that  the  four  persons  who  were  taken  from 
the  Trent  by  Captain  Wilkes  and  their  dispatches  were  contraband  of 
war. 

The  second  inquiry  is  whether  Captain  Wilkes  had  a  right  by  the  law 
of  nations  to  detain  and  search  the  Trent. 

The  Trent  though  she  carried  mails  was  a  contract  or  merchant  ves- 
sel— a  common  carrier  for  hire.  Maritime  law  knows  only  three  classes 
of  vessels — vessels  of  war,  revenue  vessels  and  merchant  vessels.  Tlie 
Trent  falls  within  the  latter  class.  Whatever  disputes  liave  existed 
concerning  a  right  of  visitation  or  search  in  time  of  peace  none  it  is 
supposed  has  existed  in  modern  times  about  the  right  of  a  belligerent 
in  time  of  war  to  capture  contraband  in  neutral  and  even  friendly  mer- 
chant vessels,  and  of  the  right  of  visitation  and  search  in  order  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  are  neutral  and  are  documented  as  such  according 
to  the  law  of  nations. 
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I  assume  in  the  present  case — what  as  I  read  British  authorities  is 
regarded  by  Great  Britain  herself  as  true  maritime  Jaw — that  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  Trent  was  proceeding  from  a  neutral  port  to  anoth'jr 
neutral  port  does  not  modify  the  right  of  the  belligerent  captor. 

The  third  question  is  whether  Captain  Wilkes  exercised  the  right  of 
search  in  a  lawful  and  proper  manner. 

If  any  doubt  hung  over  this  point,  as  the  case  was  ])resented  in  the 
statement  of  it  adopted  by  the  British  Government,  I  think  it  must 
have  already  passed  away  before  the  modifications  of  that  statement 
which  I  have  already  submitted. 

I  proceed  to  the  fourth  inquiry,  namely,  having  found  the  suspected 
contraband  on  board  the  Trent,  had  Captain  Wilkes  a  right  to  capture 
the  same? 

Such  a  capture  is  the  chief  if  not  the  only  recognized  object  of  the 
permitted  visitation  and  search.  The  principle  of  the  law  is  that  the 
belligerent  exposed  to  danger  may  prevent  the  contraband  persons  or 
things  from  applying  themselves  or  being  applied  to  the  hostile  uses  or 
purposes  designed.  The  law  is  so  very  liberal  in  this  respect  that  when 
contraband  is  found  on  board  a  neutral  vessel  not  only  is  the  contra- 
band forfeited,  bat  the  vessel  which  is  the  vehicle  of  its  passage  or 
transportation  being  tainted  also  becomes  contraband  and  is  subiectto 
capture  and  confiscation. 

Only  the  fifth  question  remains,  namely,  did  Cai)tain  Wilkes  exer- 
cise the  right  of  capturing  the  contraband  in  conformity  with  the  law 
of  nations? 

It  is  just  here  that  the  difficulties  of  the  case  begin.  What  is  the 
manner  which  the  law  of  nations  prescribes  for  disposing  of  the  con- 
traband when  you  have  found  and  seized  it  on  board  of  the  neutral 
vessel"?  The  answer  would  easily  be  found  if  the  question  were  what 
you  shall  do  with  the  contraband  vessel.  You  must  take  or  send  her 
into  a  convenient  port  and  subject  her  to  a  judicial  prosecution  there  in 
admiralty,  which  will  try  and  decide  the  questions  of  belligerency,  neu- 
trality, contraband  and  capture.  So  again  you  would  promi)tly  find 
the  same  answer  if  the  question  were  what  is  the  manner  of  ])roceed- 
ing  prescribed  by  the  law  of  nations  in  regard  to  the  contraband,  if  it 
be  property  or  things  of  material  or  pecuniary  value. 

But  the  question  here  concerns  the  mode  of  procedure  in  regard  not 
to  the  vessel  that  was  carrying  the  contraband  nor  yet  to  contraband 
things  which  worked  the  tbrfeiture  of  the  vessel  but  to  contraband 
persons. 

The  books  of  law  are  dumb.  Yet  the  question  is  as  imjiortant  as  it  is 
difficult.  First,  the  belligerent  captor  has  a  right  to  prevent  tlie  con- 
traband officer,  soldier,  sailor,  minister,  messenger  or  courier  from  pro- 
ceeding ill  his  unlawful  voyage  and  reaching  the  destimd  scene  of  his 
injurious  service.  But  on  the  other  hand  the  person  cai)tured  may  be 
innocent— that  is  he  may  not  be  contraband .  He  therefore  had  a  right 
to  a  fair  trial  of  the  accusation  against  him.  The  neutral  State  that 
has  taken  him  under  its  Hag  is  bound  to  protect  him  if  he  is  not  con- 
traband and  is  therefore  entitled  to  be  satisfied  upon  that  important 
question.  The  faith  of  that  State  is  pledged  to  his  safety  if  innocent, 
as  its  justice  is  pledged  to  his  surrender  if  he  is  really  contraband. 
Here  are  conflicting  claims  involving  personal  liberty,  life,  honor  and 
duty.  Here  are  conflicting  national  claims  involving  welfare,  safety, 
honor  and  eminre.  They  require  a  tribunal  and  a  trial.  The  captors 
and  the  captured  are  equals;  the  neutral  and  the  belligerent  state  are 
equals. 
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Whilft  tbe  law  authorities  were  found  silent  it  was  suggested  at  an 
early  day  by  this  Government  that  you  should  take  the  cajjtured  per- 
sons into  a  convenient  port  and  institute  judicial  proceedings  there  to 
try  the  controversy.  But  only  courts  of  admiralty  have  Jurisdiction  in 
maritime  cases  and  these  couits  have  formulas  to  try  only  claims  to 
contraband  chattels  but  none  to  try  claims  concerning  contraband  per- 
sons. The  courts  can  entertain  no  proceedings  and  render  no  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  or  against  the  alleged  contraband  men. 

It  was  replied  all  this  was  true,  but  you  can  reach  in  those  courts  a 
decision  which  will  have  the  moral  weight  of  a  judicial  one  by  a.  cir- 
cuitous proceeding.  Convey  the  suspected  men  together  with  the  sus- 
pected vessel  into  port  and  try  there  the  question  whether  the  vessel  is 
(jontraband.  You  can  prove  it  to  be  so  by  i)roving  the  suspected  men 
to  be  contraband  and  the  court  must  then  determine  tbe  vessel  to  be 
contraband.  If  the  men  are  not  contraband  the  vessel  will  escape 
condemnation.  Still  there  is  no  judgment  for  or  against  the  captured 
persons.  But  it  was  assumed  that  there  would  result  from  the  deter- 
mination of  the  court  concerning  the  vessel  a  legal  certainty  concerning 
the  character  of  the  men.  This  course  of  proceeding  seemed  open  to 
many  objections.  It  elevates  the  incidental  inferior  private  interest 
into  the  proper  place  of  the  main  paramount  public  one  and  possibly  it 
may  make  the  fortunes,  the  safety  or  the  existence  of  a  nation  depend 
on  the  accidents  of  a  merely  personal  and  i)ecuniary  litigation.  More- 
over when  the  judgment  of  the  prize  court  upon  the  lawfulness  of  the 
capture  of  the  vessel  is  rendered  it  really  concludes  nothing  and  binds 
iieitlier  the  belligerent  State  nor  the  neutral  upon  the  great  question  of 
the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  captured  contraband  persons.  That 
question  is  still  to  be  really  determined  if  at  all  by  diplomatic  arrange- 
ment or  by  war. 

One  may  well  express  his  surprise  when  told  that  the  law  of  nations 
has  furnished  no  more  reasonable,  practicable  and  perfect  mode  than 
this  of  determining  questions  of  such  grave  import  between  sovereign 
powers.  The  regret  we  may  feel  on  the  occasion  is  nevertheless  modi- 
tied  by  the  reflection  that  the  difficulty  is  not  altogether  anomalous. 
Similar  and  equal  deficiencies  are  found  in  every  system  of  municipal 
law,  especially  in  the  system  which  exists  in  the  greater  portions  of 
Great  Britain  and  tbe  United  States.  The  title  to  personal  ])roperty 
can  hardly  ever  be  resolved  by  iv  court  without  resorting  to  the  fiction 
that  the  claimant  has  lost  and  tbe  ])ossessor  has  found  it,  and  the  title 
to  real  estate  is  disputed  by  real  litigants  under  the  names  of  imagi- 
nary persons.  It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  while  all  aggrieved 
nations  demand  and  all  impartial  nations  concede  tbe  need  of  some 
form  of  judicial  process  in  determining  the  character  of  contraband 
persons  no  other  form  than  the  illogical  and  circuitous  one  thus  described 
exists,  nor  has  any  other  yet  been  suggested.  Practically  therefore  the 
choice  is  between  that  judiciiil  remedy  or  no  judicial  remedy  whatever. 

If  tliere  be  no  judicial  remedy  the  result  is  that  the  question  must  be 
determined  by  the  captor  himself  on  the  deck  of  the  prize  vessel.  Very 
grave  objections  arise  against  such  a  course.  The  captor  is  armed  and 
tbe  neutral  is  unarmed.  The  captor  is  interested,  prejudiced  and  per- 
haps violent;  the  neutral  if  truly  neutral  is  disinterested,  subdued 
and  helpless.  The  tribunal  is  irresponsible  while  its  judgment  is 
carried  into  instant  executiou.  The  captured  party  is  compelled 
to  submit  though  bound  by  no  legal,  moral  or  treaty  obligation  to 
acquiesce.  Keparation  is  distant  and  problematical  and  depends  at 
last  on  tbe  justice,  magnanimity  or  weakness  of  the  State  in  whose 
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behalf  and  by  whose  authority  the  capture  was  made.  Out  of  these 
disputes  reprisals  and  wars  necessarily  arise,  and  these  are  so  frequent 
and  destructive  that  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  this  form  of 
remedy  is  not  a  greater  social  evil  than  all  that  could  follow  if  the 
belligerent  right  of  search  were  universally  renounced  and  abolished 
forever. 

But  carry  the  case  one  step  further.  What  if  the  State  that  has 
made  the  capture  unreasonably  refuse  to  hear  the  complaint  of  the 
neutral  or  to  redress  it  ?  In  that  case  the  very  act  of  capture  would 
be  an  act  of  war — of  war  begun  without  notice  and  possibly  entirely 
without  provocation. 

I  think  that  all  unprejudiced  minds  will  agree  that  imperfect  as  the 
existing  judicial  remedy  may  be  supposed  to  be  it  would  be  as  a  jnen- 
cral  practice  better  to  follow  it  than  to  adopt  the  summary  one  of 
leaving  the  decision  with  the  captor  and  relying  upon  diplomatic 
debates  to  review  his  decision.  Practically  it  is  a  question  of  choice 
between  law  with  its  imperfections  and  delays  and  war  with  its  evils 
and  desolations.  Nor  is  it  ever  to  be  forgotten  that  neutrality  honestly 
and  justly  preserved  is  always  the  harbinger  of  peace  and  therefore  is 
the  common  interest  of  nations,  which  is  only  saying  that  it  is  the 
interest  of  humanity  itself. 

At  tlie  same  time  it  is  not  denied  that  it  may  sometimes  happen  that 
the  judicial  remedy  will  become  impossible  as  by  the  shipwreck  of  the 
prize  vessel  or  other  circumstances  which  excuse  the  captor  from  send- 
ing or  taking  her  into  port  for  confiscation.  In  such  a  case  the  right  of 
the  captor  to  the  custody  of  the  captured  persons  and  to  dispose  of 
them  if  they  are  really  contraband  so  as  to  defeat  their  unlawful  pur- 
poses cannot  reasonably  be  denied.  What  rule  shall  be  applied  in  such 
a  case'?  Clearly  the  captor  ought  to  be  required  to  show  that  the  fail- 
ure of  the  judicial  remedy  results  from  circumstances  beyond  his  con- 
trol and  without  his  fault.  Otherwise  he  would  be  allowed  to  derive 
advantage  from  a  wrongful  act  of  his  own. 

In  the  present  case  Captain  Wilkes,  after  capturing  contraband  per- 
sons and  making  prize  of  the  Trent  in  what  seems  to  be  a  perfectly 
lawful  manner,  instead  of  sending  her  into  port  released  her  from  the 
capture  and  permitted  her  to  proceed  with  her  whole  cargo  upon  her 
voyage.  He  thus  eftectually  i^revented  the  judicial  examination  which 
might  otherwise  have  occurred. 

If  now  the  capture  of  the  contraband  persons  and  the  capture  of  the 
contraband  vessel  are  to  be  regarded  not  as  two  separate  or  distinct 
transactions  under  the  law  of  nations  but  as  one  transaction — one  cap- 
ture only — then  it  follows  that  the  capture  in  this  case  was  left  unfin- 
islied  or  was  abandoned.  Whether  the  United  States  have  a  right  to 
retain  the  chief  public  benefits  of  it,  namely,  the  custody  of  the  cap- 
tured persons  on  proving  them  to  be  contraband,  will  depend  upon  the 
preliminary  question  whether  the  leaving  of  the  transaction  unfinished 
was  necessary  or  whether  it  was  unnecessary  and  therefore  voluntary. 
If  it  was  necessary  (ireat  Britain  as  we  suppose  must  of  course  waive  the 
defect  and  the  consequent  failure  of  the  judicial  remedy.  On  the  other 
hand  it  is  not  seen  how  the  United  States  can  insist  upon  her  waiver 
of  that  judicial  remedy  if  the  defect  of  the  capture  resulted  from  an 
act  of  Captain  Wilkes  which  would  be  a  fault  on  their  own  side. 

Captain  Wilkes  has  presented  to  this  Government  his  reasons  for 
releasing  the  Trent: 

I  forbore  to  seize  her  [says  he]  in  consequence  of  ray  being  so  reduced  in  ofTicers 
and  crew  and  the  derangement  it  would  cause  innocent  persons,  there  being  a  large, 
number  of  passengers  who  would  have  been  put  to  great  loss  and  iucouvcuieucc  as 
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■well  as  disappointment  from  the  interrnption  it  wonld  have  caused  them  in  not 
IjbiiiK  nljle  to, join  tlio  steamer  from  Saint  Tliomas  to  Europe.  I  tborefore  conclniled 
to  sacrifice  the  interest  of  my  officers  and  crew  in  the  prize  and  siiffVr  her  to  proceed 
after  the  detention  necessary  to  effect  the  transfer  of  those  cotnmissioners,  consider- 
ing I  had  obtained  the  important  end  I  had  in  view,  and  which  affected  the  interest 
of  our  country  and  interrupted  the  action  of  that  of  the  Confederates. 

I  sliall  consider  first  bow  these  reasons  ought  to  affect  the  action  of 
this  (Government;  and  secondly  how  they  ought  to  be  expected  to 
affect  the  action  of  (xreat  Britain. 

The  reasons  arc  satisfactory  to  this  Government  so  far  as  Captain 
Wilkes  is  concerned.  It  could  not  desire  that  the  San  Jacinto,  her  offi- 
cers and  crew  should  be  exposed  to  danger  and  loss  by  weakening  their 
number  to  detach  a  prize  crew  to  go  on  board  the  Trent.  Still  less 
could  it  disavow  the  humane  motive  of  preventing  inconveniences, 
losses  and  perhaps  disasters  to  the  several  hundred  innocent  passen- 
jjers  found  on  board  the  prize  vessel.  Nor  could  this  Government  per- 
ceive any  ground  for  questioning  the  fact  that  these  reasons  though 
apparently  incongruous  did  operate  in  the  mind  of  Captain  Wilkes  and 
determine  him  to  release  the  Trent.  Humau  actions  generally  proceed 
ui)()n  mingled  and  sometimes  conflicting  motives.  He  measured  the 
sacrifices  which  this  decision  would  cost.  It  manifestly  did  not  occur 
to  him,  however,  that  beyond  the  sacrifice  of  the  private  interests  (as 
he  calls  them)  of  his  officers  and  crew  there  might  also  possibly  be  a 
sacriiice  even  of  the  chief  and  public  object  of  his  capture,  namely,  the 
right  of  his  Government  to  the  custody  and  disposition  of  the  captured 
])ersons.  .The  Government  cannot  censure  him  for  this  oversight.  It 
confesses  that  the  whole  subject  came  unforeseen  upon  the  Govern- 
ment as  doubtless  it  did  upon  him.  Its  present  convictions  upon  the 
point  in  questioti  are  the  result  of  deliberate  examination  and  deduction 
now  made  and  not  of  any  impressions  i^reviously  formed. 

Nevertheless  the  ([uestion  now  is  not  whether  Captain  Wilkes  is  jus- 
tified to  his  Government  in  what  he  did,  but  what  is  the  present  view 
of  the  (Tovernnient  as  to  the  effect  of  what  he  has  doue°^  Assuming 
now  for  argument's  sake  only  that  the  release  of  the  Trent  if  voluntary 
involved  a  waiver  of  the  claim  of  the  Government  to  hold  the  captured 
persons,  the  United  States  in  that  case  could  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  the  act  which  has  thus  already  been  approved  by  the  Govern- 
ment must  be  allowed  to  draw  its  legal  consequence  after  it.  It  is  of 
the  very  nature  of  a  gift  or  a  charity  that  the  giver  cannot  after  the 
exercise  of  his  benevolence  is  past  recall  or  modify  its  benefits. 

We  are  thus  brought  directly  to  the  question  whether  we  are  entitled 
to  regard  the  release  of  the  Trent  as  involuntary  or  whether  we  are 
obliged  to  consider  that  it  was  voluntary.  Clearly  the  release  would 
ha^•e  been  involuntary  had  it  been  made  solely  upon  the  first  ground 
assigned  for  it  by  Captain  Wilkes,  namely,  the  want  of  a  sufficient  force 
to  send  the  prize  vessel  into  port  for  adjudication.  It  is  not  the  duty 
of  a  captor  to  hazard  his  own  vessel  in  order  to  secure  a  judicial  exam- 
ination to  the  captured  party.  No  large  prize  crew,  however,  is  legally 
necessary  for  it  is  the  duty  of  the  captured  party  to  acquiesce  and  go 
willingly  before  the  tribunal  to  whose  jurisdiction  it  appeals.  If  the 
captured  party  indicate  jjurposes  to  employ  means  of  resistance  which 
the  cajjtor  cannot  with  probable  safety  to  himself  overcome  he  may 
projierly  leave  the  vessel  to  go  forward  and  neither  she  nor  the  State 
she  represents  can  ever  afterwiird  justly  object  that  the  captor 
deijrived  her  of  the  judicial  remedy  to  which  she  was  entitled. 

But  the  second  reason  assigned  by  Captain  Wilkes  for  releasing  the 
Trent  differs  from  the  first.    At  best  therefore  it  must  be  held  that 
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Captaiii  Wilkes  as  he  exi)lains  liiinself  acted  from  combined  sentiments 
of  prudence  and  generosity,  and  so  thfit  the  release  of  the  prize  vessel 
w;is  not  strictly  necessary  or  involuntary.  Secondly,  how  ought  we  to 
expect  these  explanations  from  Captain  Wilkes  of  his  reasons  for  leav- 
ing the  capture  incomplete  to  attect  the  action  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment? 

The  observation  upon  this  point  which  first  .occurs  is  that  Captain 
\\  ilkes'  explanations  were  not  made  to  the  authorities  of  the  captured 
vessel.  ,  if  made  known  to  tliem  they  might  have  approved  and  taken 
tlie  release  npon  the  condition  of  waiving  a  judicial  investigation  of 
the  whole  transaction  or  they  might  have  refused  to  accept  tlie  release 
ujion  that  condition. 

But  the  case  is  one  not  with  them  but  with  the  British  Government. 
If  we  claim  th:it  (xreat  Britain  ought  not  to  insist  that  a  judicial  trial 
has  been  lost  because  we  voluntarily  released  the  offending  vessel  out 
of  consideration  for  her  innocent  ])assengers  I  do  not  see  how  she  is  to 
be  bound  to  acipiicsce  in  the  decision  which  was  thus  made  by  us  witli- 
ont  necessity  on  our  part  and  without  knowledge  of  conditions  or  con- 
sent on  her  own.  The  question  between  Great  Britain  and  ourselves 
thus  stated  would  be  a  question  not  of  right  and  of  law  but  of  tavor  to 
be  conceded  by  her  to  ns  in  return  for  favors  sliown  by  ns  to  her,  of  the 
value  of  which  favors  on  both  sides  we  ourselves  shall  be  the  judge.  ( )f 
course  the  United  States  could  have  no  thought  of  raising  such  a 
question  in  any  case. 

I  trust  that  I  have  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  British  (4overn 
nient  by  a  very  simple  and  natural  statement  of  the  facts  and  analysis 
of  the  law  applicable  to  them  that  this  Government  had  neither  medi- 
tated nor  ])racticed  nor  ap])roved  any  delibei'ute  wrong  in  the  transax;- 
tion  to  which  they  have  called  its  attention;  and  on  the  contrary  that 
what  has  happened  has  been  simply  an  inadvertency,  consisting  in  a 
depaiture  by  the  naval  oflicer  free  from  any  wrongful  motive  from  a 
rule  uucertainly  established  and  probably  by  the  several  parties  con- 
cerned either  imperfectly  understood  or  entirely  unknown.  For  this 
error  the  British  Government  has  a  right  to  expect  the  same  reparation 
that  we  as  an  indepeiident  State  should  expect  from  Great  Britain  or 
Irom  any  other  friendly  nation  in  a  similar  case. 

1  have  not  been  unaware  thatin  examining  this  question  1  have  fallen 
into  an  argument  for  what  seems  to  be  the  British  side  of  it  against  my 
own  country.  But  I  am  relieved  from  all  embarrassment  on  that  sub- 
ject. I  had  hardly  fallen  into  that  line  of  argument  when  I  discovered 
that  I  was  really  defending  and  maintaining  not  an  exclusively  British 
interest  but  an  old,  honored  and  cherished  American  cause,  iiotii])ou 
British  authorities  but  ujwn  principles  that  constitute  a  large  portion 
of  the  distinctive  policy,  by  which  the  United  States  have  developed  the 
resources  of  a  continent,  and  thus  becoming  a  considerable  maritime 
])ower  have  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  many  nations.  These 
principles  were  laid  down  for  us  in  1804  by  James  Madison  when  Sec- 
letary  of  State  in  the  Administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson  in  instructions 
given  to  James  Monroe,  our  minister  to  England.  Although  the  case 
befoie  him  concerned  a  description  of  persons  different  from  those  who 
are  incidentally  the  subject  of  the  present  discussion  the  ground  he 
assumed  then  was  the  same  I  now  occupy,  and  the  arguments  by  which 
he  sustained  himself  ui)on  it  have  been  an  inspiration  to  me  in  pre- 
paring this  reply. 

Whenever  [he  says]  property  found  iu  .a  neutral  vessel  is  supposed  to  ho  liable  on 
any  ground  to  capture  and  condemnation  the  rule  in  all  cases  is  that  the  question 
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shall  not  be  decided  by  the  captor  but  be  carried  before  ii  legal  tribunal  where  a 
regular  trial  may  be  had,  and  where  the  captor  himself  is  liable  for  damages  for  an 
abuse  of  his  power.  Can  it  be  reasonable  then  or  just  that  a  belligerent  commander 
who  is  thus  restricted  and  thuK  responsible  in  u,  case  of  mere  property  of  trivial 
amount  should  be  permitted  without  recurring  to  any  tribunal  whatever  to  examine 
the  crew  of  a  neutral  vessel,  to  decide  the  important  question  of  their  respective 
allegiances  and  to  carry  that  decision  into  execution  by  forcing  every  individual  he 
may  choose  into  a  service  abhorrent  to  his  feelings,  cutting  him  oft'  from  his  most 
tender  connections,  exposing  his  mind  and  his  person  to  the  most  humiliating  disci- 
pline and  his  life  itself  to  the  greatest  danger?  Reason,  justice  and  humanity 
unite  in  protesting  against  so  extravagant  a  jnoceeding. 

If  I  decide  tliis  case  in  favov  of  my  own  Government  I  must  disavow  its 
most  cherisLed  principles  and  rever.sc  and  forever  abandon  its  essential 
policj'.  The  country  cannot  afford  the  sacrifice.  If  1  maintain  those 
]>rinciples  and  adhere  to  that  policy  I  must  surrender  the  case  itself. 
It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  this  (aovernment  could  not  deny  the. iustice 
of  the  claim  presented  to  us  in  this  respect  upon  its  merits.  We  are 
asked  to  do  to  the  British  nation  just  what  we  have  always  insisted  all 
nations  ought  to  do  to  us. 

The  claim  of  the  British  Government  is  not  made  in  a  discourteous 
manner.  This  Government  since  its  first  organization  has  never  used 
more  guarded  language  in  a  similar  case. 

In  coming  to  my  conclusion  I  have  not  forgotten  that  if  the  safetj'  of 
this  Union  required  the  detention  of  the  captured  persons  it  would  be 
the  right  and  duty  of  this  Government  to  detain  them.  But  the  effect- 
ual check  and  waning  proportions  of  the  existing  insurrection  as  Avell 
as  the  comparative  unimportance  of  the  ca])tured  persons  themselves 
when  dispassionately  Aveighed  happily  forbid  me  from  resorting  to  that 
defense. 

Nor  am  I  unaware  that  AmericaTi  citizens  are  not  in  any  case  to  be 
unnecessarily  surrendered  for  any  purpose  into  the  keeping  of  a  foreign 
State.  Only  the  captured  persons,  however,  or  others  who  are  inter- 
ested in  them  could  justly  raise  a  question  on  that  ground. 

Nor  have  1  tem})ted  at  all  by  suggestions  tliat  cases  might  be  found 
in  history  where  Great  Britain  refused  to  yield  to  other  nations  and 
even  to  ourselves  claims  like  that  which  is  now  before  us.  Those  cases 
occurred  when  Great  Britain  as  well  as  the  United  States  was  the 
home  of  generations  which  with  all  their  peculiar  interests  and  passions 
have  passed  away.  She  could  in  no  other  way  so  effectually  disavow 
any  such  injury  as  we  think  she  does  by  assuming  now  as  her  own 
the  ground  upon  which  we  then  stood.  It  would  tell  little  for  our  own 
claims  to  the  character  of  a  just  and  magnanimous  people  if  we  should 
so  far  consent  to  be  guided  by  the  law  of  retaliation  as  to  lift  up  buried 
injuries  from  their  graves  against  what  national  consistency  and  the 
national  conscience  conqjcl  us  to  regard  as  a  claim  intrinsically  right. 

Putting  behind  me  all  suggestions  of  this  kind  I  prefer  to  express 
my  satisfaction  that  by  the  adjustment  of  the  present  case  upon  prin- 
ciples confessedly  American  and  yet  as  I  trust  mutually  satisfactory  to 
both  of  the  nations  concerned  a  question  is  finally  and  rightly  settled 
between  them  which  heretofore  exhausting  not  only  all  forms  of  peace- 
ful discussion  but  also  the  arbitrament  of  war  itself  for  more  than  half 
a  century  alienated  the  two  countries  from  each  other  and  perplexed 
with  fears  and  apprehensions  all  other  nations. 

Tiie  four  persons  in  question  are  now  held  in  military  custody  at  Fort 
Wiirren,intheStateof  Massachusetts.  They  will  be  cheerfully  liberated. 
Your  lordship  will  please  indicate  a  time  and  place  for  receiving  them. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  otter  to  your  lordship  a  renewed 
assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEVVAliD, 
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[IncloBurc  Xo.  2.] 

Washington,  December  27, 1861. 
Hon.  William  II.  Sewaiid,  &c. 

Sir  :  J  luive  this  moriiiiig  received  the  note  which  j'ou  did  irie  the 
hojior  to  address  to  me  yesterdiiy  in  answer  to  Earl  Eussell's  dispatch 
of  the  30th  of  November  last  relative  to  the  removal  of  Mr.  Mason,  Mr. 
Slidell,  Mr.  Macfarland  and  Mr.  Eiistis  from  the  British  mail  packet 
Trent. 

1  will  without  any  loss  of  time  forward  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
a  copy  of  the  important  communication  which  you  liave  made  to  mc. 

1  will  also  without  delay  do  myself  the  honor  to  confer  with  you 
l)ersonalIy  on  the  arrangements  to  be  made  for  delivering  the  four  gen- 
tlemen to  me  in  order  that  they  may  be  again  placed  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Britisli  Hag. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 


Washington,  December  27, 1861. 

(Keceived  January  9,  186ii.) 
I  Earl  Russell,  London.] 

My  Lord  ;  *  *  #  Before  transmitting  to  me  the  note  of  which  a 
coi)y  is  inclosed  in  my  immediately  i)receding  dispatch  of  to-day's  date 
Mr.  Seward  sent  for  me  to  conio  to  the  State  Department  and  said 
with  some  emotion  that  he  thought  it  was  due  to  the  great  kindness 
and  consideration  whicli  I  had  manifested  throughout  in  dealing  with 
the  aftair  of  tlie  Trent  tiiat  he  should  tell  me  Avith  his  own  lips  tiiat  he 
had  been  able  to  effect  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  it.  He  had,  how- 
ever, now  been  authorized  to  address  to  me  a  note  which  would  be 
satisfactory  to  Tier  Majesty's  Government. 

In  answer  to  inquiries  from  me  Mr.  Seward  said  that  of  course  he 
understood  Her  IMa.jesty's  Government  [  willing |  to  leave  it  open  to  the 
Government  of  Wasiiington  to  present  the  case  in  tlie  form  which 
would  be  most  acceptable  to  the  American  ])eo])le,  but  that  the  note 
was  intended  to  be  and  was  a  compliance  with  the  terms  projHised  by 
Her  Majesty's  (Tovernment.  He  would  add  that  the  friendly  spirit 
and  the  discretion  which  I  had  manifested  in  the  whole  matter  from  the 
day  on  which  the  intelligence  of  the  seizure  reached  Washingt<m  up 
U)  the  present  moment  liad  more  than  anything  else  c(mtribut«d  to  the 
satisfactory  settlement  of  the  question. 

I  asked  Mr.  Seward  what  arrangements  he  would  wish  me  to  make 
for  receiving  the  prisoners.  He  begged  me  to  speak  to  him  on  tlie  sub- 
ject to  morrow  for  he  was  at  the  moment  overwliehned  with  business 
and  particularly  with  the  labor  of  preparing  dispatches  for  the  Euro- 
pean mail. 


1  have,  &c., 


LYONS. 


Admiralty,  [London,]  December  27,  ISOl. 

(deceived  28th.) 


[Mr.  Hajimoni).] 

Sir:  1  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  transmit  herewith  for  the  information  of  Earl  Itussell  a  copy  of  the 
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protest  made  by  the  master  of  the  royal  mail  steamer  Trent  before  H<3r 
Majesty's  consul  at  Saint  Thomas  on  the  14th  ultimo  against  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  captain  of  the  U.  S.  ship  of  war  San  Jacinto  in  forcibly 
removing  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  the  commissioners  from  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States,  with  their  secretaries  from  on  board  the 
Trent. 

I  am,  &c., 

C.  PAGET, 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

[Inclosure.] 
PROTEST. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consulate, 

Saiut  Thomas,  West  Indies. 

Be  it  known  that  on  this  14th  of  ^November,  ISCl ,  before  me,  Robert 
Boyd  Lamb,  esq..  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  in  the  Island  of  Saiut 
Thomas,  personally  appeared  James  Moir,  master  of  the  steamship 
Trent,  of  London,  of  the  burden  of  1,856  tons  or  thereabouts,  and 
entered  a  protest  declaring  as  follows: 

That  he  sailed  in  the  said  steamship  Trent  from  Havana  under  con- 
tract with  Her  Britannic  Majiesty's  Government  as  a  mail  i)acket  bonnd 
for  Saiut  Thomas  with  Her  Majesty's  mails  under  charge  of  Commander 
Richard  Williams,  of  Her  Majesty's  navy,  sixty-odd  passengers, 
iJSl,500,000  in  specie  and  a  valuable  cargo,  on  the  7th  instant,  at  8  a.  m. ; 
that  nothing  particular  occurred  till  the  succeeding  day,  8th  instant,  at 
about  meridian,  when  the  ship  wiis  in  the  narrow  part  of  the  Bahama 
Cliannel  approaching  the  Paredon  Grande  Light-House,  the  coast  ol 
Cuba  distant  about  4  miles,  a  steamer  having  the  appearance  of  a  man- 
of  war  but  not  showing  any  colors  was  observed  ahead  hove  to;  that 
the  British  ensign  was  immediately  hoisted  on  board  the  Trent  with  the 
Royal  Mail  Company's  distinguishing  Hag  at  the  main,  and  on  approach- 
ing the  vessel  ahead,  which  still  showed  no  colors,  at  i  .05  p.  m.  she 
fired  a  round  shot  across  the  Trent's  bows  and  then  hoisted  American 
colors,  when  the  Trent's  engines  were  immediately  slowed,  and  while 
she  was  approaching  the  American  vessel  a  shell  was  discharged  from 
the  latter's  pivot  gun  across  the  Trent's  bows  which  burst  half  a  cable's 
length  ahead  of  her.  The  Trent's  engines  were  then  stopped,  when 
she  was  hailed  by  an  officer  from  the  American  vessel  and  ordered  to 
heave  to. 

A  boat  from  her  then  came  on  board  with  armed  boat's  crew  and  an 
armed  guard  of  marines  accompanied  by  an  officer  in  uniform  of  the 
U.  S.  Navy,  who  stated  that  the  ship  was  the  U.  S.  war  steamer  the  San 
Jacinto,  commanded  by  Captain  Wilkes,  and  demanded  a  list  of  the 
passengers  on  board,  which  demand  the  master  of  the  Trent  refused  to 
comply  with,  on  which  refusal  a  further  force  was  sent  for  from  the  San 
Jacinto  and  two  more  boats  with  armed  marines  and  aimed  boat's  crews 
came  on  board  the  Trent;  that  the  same  officer  then  stated  that  he  had 
orders  whatever  might  be  the  consequence  to  arrest  Messrs.  Slidell, 
]\Iason,  Macfarland  and  Eustis  whom  he  knew  were  on  board  the  slii]). 
He  was  then  asked  by  the  master  of  the  Trent  what  would  be  his  course 
in  case  of  a  refusal  to  give  up  these  parties,  to  which  he  replied  that 
his  orders  were  to  take  the  ship  in  case  of  necessity.  He  was  then 
informed  by  the  master  of  the  Trent  that  the  passengers  would  not  be 
given  up  unless  such  force  was  used  as  could  not  be  resisted,  on  whi(!h 
Mr.  Slidell  stepped  forward  and  informed  the  officer  of  the  San  J  acinto 
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that  the  parties  lie  demanded  were  before  him  under  the  xrotection  of 
the  British  flag,  aud  claiming  same  they  would  not  consent  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  ship  except  by  force  of  arms.  They  were  then  seized  by 
order  of  the  U.  S.  officers  aud  after  being  allowed  a  shoit  time  to  col- 
lect some  necessaries  and  sejiaratc  themselves  from  their  families  they 
were  forcibly  dragged  oat  of  tlieshipby  the  armed  force,  notwithstanding 
the  strong  and  repeated  protest  by  master  of  tlie  Trent  and  (Jommaiider 
Williams  against  an  act  of  hostility  and  violence  committed  on  a  vessel 
carrying  the  Ihitish  flag  by  a  ship  of  war  of  a  nation  on  terms  of  peace 
and  ajuity  with  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  to  Avhich  protest 
the  ollicer  of  tlio  San  Jacinto  rej)lied  that  he  was  obeying  his  orders  to 
efl'ect  the  arrest  at  all  hazards. 

That  from  the  time  the  first  boat  was  sent  to  the  Trent  the  San  Ja- 
cinto lay  on  tlie  port  beam  about  2((0  yards  oft"  with  her  ports  open,  her 
guns  (seven  broadside  iron-pivot)  run  out,  tompions  out  and  crew  at 
ciuarters;  tliat  the  American  ofiicer  before  leaving  the  Trent  made  a  fur- 
ther demand  that  the  commander  of  the  Trent  should  proceed  on  board 
the  San  Jaciuto,  to  Avhich  the  reply  was  made  that  he  would  not  leave 
the  shii)  unless  taken  out  by  force  of  arms.  Against  all  of  which  ille- 
gal, liostile  aiul  piratical  acts  as  before  detailed  the  said  James  Moir, 
on  his  own  behalf  as  a  British  subject  commanding  a  British  ship 
engaged  in  the  postal  servicje  of  Her  Majesty  and  on  behalf  of  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern,  did  declare  to  protest  as  by  these  presents  he 
doth  solemnly  protest  against  all  and  every  person  and  i)ersons,  officers 
and  governments  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  in  said  illegal  and 
hostile  acts,  holding  them  liable  for  all  losses,  damages  and  conse- 
quences of  the  same.  And  I,  the  said  consul,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
James  Moir,  master  of  the  said  ship  Trent,  do  hereby  solemnly  x)rotest 
against  the  same,  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

This  done,  &c.,  at  the  port  of  Saint  Thomas. 

JAMES  MOIE, 
Master  of  II.  M.  S.  Trent. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  28, 1861. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatches  of  December  3  and  December  G  have  been 
received.  They  relate  generally  to  the  affair  of  the  Trent  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  public  mind  on  that  subject.  I  send  you  ten  copies  of 
the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  Lord  Lyons  and 
myself  on  the  subject,  which  I  trust  will  satisfy  the  Government  of 
Great  Britaiu  that  the  United  States  are  as  incapable  of  doing  a  wrong 
or  offering  an  affront  to  the  British  nation  as  they  are  careful  of  their 
own  rights  and  honor. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  TI.  SEWAllD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  28, 1801. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick ,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Sir:  You  will  please  deliver  into  the  custody  of  Mr.  E.  D.  Webster, 
a  special  agent  of  this  Department,  James  M.  Mason,  John  Slidell,  J.E. 
Macfarland  and  George  Eustis,  prisoners  in  Fort  Warren,  in  regard  to 
whom  he  has  directions*  which  he  will  explain  to  you. 

*  These  instructious  not  fouud. 


1158  PRISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

Have  the  goodness  to  give  him  whatever  facilities  and  assistance  he 
may  need  in  accomplisbiiig  the  duty  with  wliich  he  is  cliarged. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Aesutant  Secretary. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid,  Ikcemher  28,  1801. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  *  *'  *  The  anxiety  felt  at  this  capital  concerning  the  grave 
([uestion  pending  between  the  United  States  and  England  as  the  time 
draws  near  when  the  reply  of  our  Government  to  the  demands  of 
England  may  be  expected  is  quite  evident. 

1  do  not  hesitate  1o  say  that  public  ojiinion  is  decidedly  against  us 
in  the  question  of  right,  and  the  proceeding  of  the  commander  of  the 
San  Jacinto  with  the  Trent  is  considered  by  Spanish  jurisconsults  as 
unsanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  considered  therefore  that 
the  United  States  ought  not  to  hesitate  to  maiie  re])ai'ation  for  the 
fault  committed  by  their  officer. 

Whilst  this  is  so  there  is  at  the  same  time  a  good  deal  of  satisfaction' 
manifest  that  the  act  condemned  should  have  been  committed  with  an 
English  ship  and  not  that  of  any  other  nation.  The  skirts  of  England 
are  not  clean  and  Spanish  statesmen  M'illiugly  allow  that  she  is  the 
last  of  all  the  powers  in  her  right  to  complain  of  such  treatment. 

Hut  though  England  may  have  been  guilty  in  times  past  of  acts  in 
regard  to  neutral  ships  even  more  indefensible  than  that  of  which  she 
now  complains  this  is  not  thought  to  justify  the  United  States  in  the 
commissiou  of  like  faults,  and  there  is  no  hesitation  here  upon  the  i)oint 
that  the  interests  of  all  nations  would  be  served  by  the  United  States 
yielding  in  this  matter  and  allowing  the  question  involved  in  the  afl'air 
of  the  San  Jacinto  and  Trent  to  be  decided  against  them  u]>on  prin- 
ciple. 

1  give  you  thus  a  summary  of  the  opinions  of  various  personages 
with  whom  i  have  conversed  freely  and  which  may  bo  taken  as  those 
of  the  most  eidightencd  and  most  competent  of  this  country.  Yester- 
day I  had  an  informal  interview  with  the  minister  of  state  at  his  depart- 
ment in  which  the  conversation  turned  upon  the  declaration  made  to 
me  in  June  last  by  Mr,  Calderou  to  the  effect  that  he  would  not  see 
nor  receive  any  commissioners  or  other  negotiators  from  the  so-called 
(Jonfederate  States  as  reported  by  me  in  dispatch  No.  4,  of  June  13, 
published  in  The  London  Times  of  December  19. 

Mr.  Calderou  renewed  to  me  yesterday  the  same  declaration,  saying 
that  the  policy  of  Spain  in  regard  to  our  civil  contest  was  tixcd  by  the 
royal  decree  of  June  17,  which  appeared  a  few  days  subsequent  to  the 
interview  referred  to,  and  tliat  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  no  inten- 
tion to  depart  from  its  jirovisions  in  any  respect.  Mr.  Calderou  said 
himself  that  to  hold  conferences  with  or  re<!eive  the  agents  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  in  any  official  capacity  would  !)e  tanta- 
inount  to  recognizing  the  separate  existence  of  those  States  as  a  body 
jmlitic,  and  this  the  Government  of  Spain  had  no  intention  to  do,  but 
liolds  to  the  line  of  conduct  and  policy  embodied  in  the  royal  decree  of 
June  17. 

As  to  the  question  between  the  United  States  and  England,  growing 
out  ot  the  affairs  of  the  San  .lacinto,  ^\y.  Calderou  said  in  substance 
m  repij'  to  my  observations  that  we  were  wrong  and  that  lingland 
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could  not  help  making  her  energetic  reclamation  against  that  proceed- 
ing; that  the  subject  of  the  attitude  of  Spain  in  the  case  of  war 
between  the  two  ijowers  had  not  been  treated  in  the  council  of  minis- 
tors  as  there  had  been  no  formal  instance  on  my  part  in  I'egard  to  the 
matter;  but  he  quite  agreed  with  me  that  the  interests  of  Spain  indi- 
cated a  complete  neutrality  and  there  was  no  motive  why  Sjiain  should 
take  any  part  in  the  contest  on  either  side. 

His  manner  was  frank  and  kind  and  his  language  such  as  to  com 
pletefly  reassure  me  iu  my  conviction  that  his  country  has  no  idea  of 
being  itself  drawn  into  the  dispute  in  any  event.  I  did  not  myself 
think  proper  to  give  to  this  rather  informal  conversation  any  more 
important  character  nor  attempt  to  press  the  minister  to  any  distinct 
declaration  of  an  official  nature  at  the  present  moment.  When  we 
know  the  reply  of  the  President  to  the  i)retensions  of  the  English  cab- 
inet I  shall  endeavor  to  shape  my  course  here  in  accordance  with  wliat 
our  interests  will  then  seem  to  demand,  hoping  to  receive  your  instruc- 
tions as  to  any  positive  step  which  it  may  be  proper  to  take. 

Meantime  everything  confirms  the  opinion  *  »  *  that  a  complete 
neutrality  of  Spain  in  any  and  all  circumstances  of  the  threateuing 
conflict  with  England  can  be  maintained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  resjiect,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

UOKATIO  J.  rEltltV. 

Washington,  December  30,  1861. 
To  THK  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresentatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  correspondence*  which  has  taken  place 
between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  authorities  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  on  the  subject  of  the  recent  removal  of  certain  citizens  of  tlie 
United  States  from  the  British  mail  steamer  Trent  by  order  of  Oaptani 
Wilkes,  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  war  steamer  Ban  Jacinto. 

ABEAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Depaiitment  of  State,  Washington,  December  30,  1861. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  bearing  date  of  December  G  was  duly  received. 
It  treats  chiefly  of  the  Trent  affair,  and  of  the  case  of  the  British  consnl 
at  Charleston.  Tliose  subjects  having  been  for  the  present  at  least  dis- 
posed of  by  this  Government  I  need  only  now  thank  you  for  the  dili- 
gence and  sagacity  you  have  practiced  in  conducting  the  proceedings 
concerning  them  so  far  as  they  fell  within  the  province  of  your  mission. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  30,  1801. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  lilsq. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  December  12  has  been  received.  While  the 
information  it  furnishes  and  the  suggestions  it  presents  are  highly 
appreciated  the  disposition  of  the  Trent  case  which  has  been  made  seems 
to  remove  the  necessity  for  re])ly. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


•  Omitted  here.    Tlic  (.'orrespoiidence  traiismltteil  is  tliat  which  appears  liereiii  in 
its  chronological  order  with  other  matter  relating  to  the  same  subject. — Compilkk. 
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AVashington,  December  31, 1861. 

(Received  January  15,  18G2.) 
[Earl  Etjssell,  London.] 

My  Lord  :  After  some  consultation  with  Mr.  Seward  I  liaveflxed  noon 
to-morrow  as  the  time  and  Proviucetown  as  tlie  place  at  wbicli  Mr. 
Mason,  Mr.  Slidell,  Mr.  Macfarlaud  and  Mr.  Eustis  are  to  be  restored  to 
the  protection  of  the  British  flag.  I  have  accordingly  requested  Goui- 
mander  Hewett,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Kinaldo,  to  go  at  once  with  that 
ship  to  Proviucetown  to  receive  the  four  gentlemen.  The  United  States 
Government  will  convey  them  hither  from  Fort  Warren  in  an  American 
steam  vessel.  Mr,  Seward  assures  me  that  this  arrangement  is  siccept- 
able  to  tlie  Government  of  tlie  United  States  and  well  calculated  to 
secure  the  gentlemen  themselves  from  inconvenience  and  annoyance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  copy  of  the  dispatch 
which  I  have  written  to  Commander  Ilewett.  Your  lordship  will  per- 
ceive that  I  have  requested  him  to  proceed  with  his  passengers  in  the 
first  instance  to  Halifax.  This  will  no  doubt  be  in  coiiformity  with 
their  own  Avishes.  I  consider  that  as  the  four  gentlemen  lost  their  pas- 
sage on  board  the  Trent,  in  consequence  of  their  not  obtaining  from  the 
British  flag  the  protection  which  it  ought  to  have  afforded  them,  we 
are  now  bound  to  facilitate  the  prosecution  of  their  voyage  to  Europe 
if  they  request  us  to  do  so.  They  will  no  doubt  on  their  arrival  at 
Halifax  confer  with  the  lieutenant-governor  respecting  their  future 
proceedings. 

It  may  perhaps  be  desirable  after  all  that  has  occurred  that  what- 
ever may  be  the  place  to  which  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  and  their 
companions  may  desire  to  proceed  they  should  pursue  their  voyage  in 
a  (Ttovernment  vessel;  for  it  would  be  most  unfortunate  if  the  whole 
question  should  be  reopened  by  any  attenii)t  to  cai)ture  a  vessel  with 
these  gentlemen  on  board  and  bring  her  in  for  adjudication  before  an 
American  prize  court.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  would  countenance  such  a  proceeding,  but  an  officer  of 
the  U.  S.  Navy  wlio  had  not  been  recently  in  communication  with  his 
superiors  might  form  a  misconception  of  their  wishes  and  of  his  own 
duty  and  deem  it  right  to  capture  a  private Acssel on  the  same  grounds 
on  which  Captain  Wilkes  seized  the  four  passengers  on  board  the  Trent. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 

[Inclofluro.] 

WASiiiN(i'j'()N,  December  30,  isiil. 
[Commander  Hewett, 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Ship  Binaldo.\ 

Sir  :  You  are  no  doubt  aware  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  declared  that  it  will  cheerfully  liberate  Mr.  Mason,  Mr. 
Slidell,  Mr.  Macfarland  and  Mr.  Eustis,  and  lias  requested  me  to  appoint 
a  time  and  place  for  receiving  those  gentlemen.  1  have  agreed  with 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that  the  fou"  gentlemen 
shall  be  replaced  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag  in  the  harbor 
of  Proviucetown,  Cape  Cod,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  cau 
be  made.  I  consider  it  to  be  of  very  great  importance  that  every 
facility  should  be  aftbrded  by  Her  Majesty's  officers  for  efi'ecting  this 
without  delay. 

I  therefore  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  request  you  to  proceed  as  soon 
as  possible  in  Her  Majesty's  ship  under  your  command  to  Province- 
town  Harbor  and  there  take  the  four  gentlemen  on  board.    They  will 
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be  brought  from  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  to  Provincetown  in  an 
American  steam  vessel.  Should  they  not  be  already  there  wlien  you 
arrive  it  will  be  proper  that  you  wait  for  them.  As  soon  as  you  have 
them  on  board  it  will  be  desirable  that  yon  jiroceed  with  them  direct  to 
Halifax.    This  will  no  doubt  be  in  conformity  with  their  own  wishes. 

You  are  further  at  liberty  to  assure  them  that  they  will  find  every 
disposition  on  our  part  to  repair  as  far  as  is  now  possible  any  incon- 
venience or  disadvantage  which  they  have  sustained  iu  consequence  of 
their  removal  from  the  protectiou  of  the  l>ritish  flag.  We  shall  be 
willing  to  place  them  as  nearly  as  possible  iu  the  iiosition  Avhich  they 
occupied  when  that  removal  took  place,  but  we  cannot  do  more  than 
this.  We  shall  be  desirous  to  facilitate  their  passnig  from  llahfax  to 
any  neutral  port,  but  we  caunot  undertake  to  convey  them  to  any  part 
of  the  coast  of  the  States  which  have  seceded  from  the  llepublic.  Tlie 
whole  of  the  coasts  of  those  States  is  under  blockade,  and  Mr.  Mason 
and  Mr.  Slidell  and  their  companions  were  excluded  from  it  by  the 
blockade  when  they  were  under  the  British  flag  on  board  the  Trent. 

It  is  hardly  necessaiy  that  I  should  remind  you  that  these  gentlemen 
have  no  oflflcial  character.  It  will  be  right  for  you  to  receive  theiu 
with  all  the  courtesy  and  respect  as  private  gentlemen  of  distinction, 
but  it  would  be  very  improper  to  pay  to  them  any  of  those  honors 
which  are  paid  to  ofiicial  persons.  It  is  desirable  that  the  transfer  of 
them  from  the  American  steam  vessel  to  Her  Majesty's  ship  under  your 
command  shall  be  effected  unostentatiously,  and  that  when  you  h.ive 
them  ou  board  you  should  go  on  to  Halifax  without  the  smallest  delay. 

1  request  you  to  inform  nie  by  telegraph  as  soon  as  possible  after  you 
receive  this  dispatch  of  the  hour  at  which  you  intend  to  leave  New 
York  and  of  tlie  hour  at  which  you  expect  to  arrive  at  Provincetown. 
I  am,  &c., 

LYONS. 


Washington,  December  31^  1801. 

(Keceived  January  15,  1862.) 
[Earl  EusSELL,  London.] 

My  Lokd:  #  *  »  i  ^as  myself  perfectly  willing  to  dispatch 
H.  M.  S.  Binaldo  to  Boston  Harbor  to  receive  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Sli- 
dell and  their  companions  from  Fort  Warren.  1  told  Mr.  Seward  that 
I  desired  to  consult  his  wishes  as  far  as  possible;  that  I  was  as  unwill- 
ing as  he  could  be  that  the  transfer  of  the  four  gentlemen  should  cause 
any  popular  excitement  or  be  made  the  occasion  for  anything  like  a 
display  of  exultation  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  The  only  points  on 
which  I  desired  to  insist  were  that  the  transfer  should  be  made  by  day- 
light and  that  the  gentlemen  should  either  be  received  on  board  a 
British  ship  of  war  in  the  United  States  or  be  conveyed  to  a  British 
port  in  an  American  ship.  Provincetown  was  suggested  as  the  best 
place  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  It  is  1  believe  a  small, 
quiet  town.  It  is  situated  near  Cape  Cod  and  the  harbor  is  a  very 
good  one.  It  is  about  forty  miles  from  Boston.  It  is  not  ou  the  direct 
route  from  Boston  to  Halifax  but  it  is  nearer  to  Halifax  than  Boston  is. 
Time  did  not  admit  of  the  Einaklo's  reaching  it  before  to-morrow  at 
noon. 

I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 
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PoiiT  Wakren,  Bonton  Harbor,  January  1,  1862. 
Hon.  W.  11.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washttiffton. 

Sir:  I  hiive  the  lioiior  to  report  that  I  delivered  Messrs.  Mason,  Sli- 
dell,  Macfarlaud  and  Eustis  into  the  custody  of  Mr.  E.  D.  Webster  this 
morning  at  half-past  10,  and  they  left  in  a  steam  tug  at  one-quarter 
before  11  a.  ni.  and  ]iroceeded  to  sea. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Pout. 


Lbga'J'ion  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  2,  18112. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  iSecretary  of  iState,  Washington. 

Sir:  1  liavc  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  last  evening  of  disjiatches 
from  141  to  146,  both  inclusive. 

Under  the  continued  suspense  as  to  the  issue  of  the  diflticulty  respect- 
ing the  Trent  I  know  not  that  there  is  much  necessity  for  adverting  to 
topics  of  minor  importance.  I  shall  therefore  content  myself  with 
transmitting  copies  of  the  further  correspondence*  that  has  taken 
])lace  between  Lord  Eussell  and  myself  on  the  subject  of  the  Nashville. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  supervision  of  the  outfit  of  that  vessel 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  has  been  faithful  and  thorough. 

The  temper  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  has  been  undergoing  a 
sensible  amelioration  during  the  past  week.  Great  efforts  have  been 
made  to  induce  the  Government  to  consent  to  a  proposal  of  submitting 
the  difference  to  arbitration  in  case  it  should  be  offered  by  the  United 
States.  The  obstacle  to  it  is,  however,  that  almost  every  Government 
in  Europe  has  already  committed  itself.  If  it  were  not  for  this  so  con- 
fident have  ministers  become  in  the  correctness  of  their  position  that  I 
think  they  would  not  object  to  that  course  could  they  gracefully  retreat 
from  their  somewhat  precipitate  demands.  There  is  growing  distrust 
of  (he  appropriateness  of  the  mode  adopted  to  obtain  a  remedy.  The 
prevailing  idea  that  they  have  heretofore  submitted  too  often  to  indig- 
nities and  that  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  adopt  summary  meas- 
ures in  order  to  deter  the  United  States  from  a  re])etition  of  them  has 
somewhat  faded  under  the  growing  conviction  that  at  least  in  this  case 
nothing  of  tlie  kind  had  been  intended.  At  present  there  is  a  lull  in 
opinion  which  the  news  by  the  Africa  has  done  much  to  bring  about. 
Should  the  later  news  confirm  the  ini]»ression  now  received  I  am  very 
much  inclined  to  doubt  whether  a  declaration  of  war  would  ensue  even 
though  the  men  should  not  be  at  once  surrendered. 

Yet  should  it  come  to  this  I  cannot  give  much  encouragement  in 
regard  to  the  state  in  which  affairs  will  be  left  between  the  two  coun- 
tries for  the  future.  That  there  is  a  party  desiring  war  here  can 
scarcely  admit  of  a  doubt.  That  the  Confederate  emissaries  failing  in 
their  hope  from  this  last  difiBculty  will  in  their  utter  desperation  do  all 
in  their  power  to  give  that  party  full  activity  upon  other  questions  is 
equally  certain.  To  counteract  this  policy  requires  great  prudence  as 
well  as  energy  on  both  sides  of  the  water.  In  this  connection  it  may 
be  held  as  one  good  result  of  an  otherwise  unfortunate  incident  that 
the  friends  of  peace  and  of  the  restoration  of  order  in  America  have 
been  roused  to  a  sense  of  the  motives  which  impel  this  hostility.     I  am 

*  Oiiiitteil  iis  irrelevant. 
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constantly  in  the  receipt  of  letters  and  communications  from  people  of 
all  classes  wlio  express  their  earnest  desire  not  to  have  their  country 
enlisted  even  in  the  most  indirect  mode  in  a  war  which  will  sustain  the 
slave-holding  system  in  the  Southern  States.  A  conviction  of  the 
danger  of  this  will  keep  them  sensibly  alive  to  the  movement  of  parties 
interested  in  bringing  about  that  end.  But  in  this  policv  they  must  be 
aided  by  some  corresponding  adaptation  of  opinion  amoiig  us. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  we  may  by  co-operation  be  enabled  to  meet  with 
more  force  the  efforts  that  will  undoubtedly  be  set  in  motion  before 
long  to  procure  a  withdrawal  of  the  blocikade  and  perhaps  a  recognition 
of  the  insurgents.  Should  Parliament  be  assembled  in  a  few  days  I 
.shall  have  an  opportunity  to  watch  and  to  expose  the  operations  that 
will  follow.  1  say  this  always  reserving  the  ccmtingency  wherein  I  may 
be  required  to  vacate  my  position  at  this  court,  which  at  this  moment 
I  think  less  likely  than  I  did. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRAIfGIS  ADAMS. 


Washington,  January  3, 1802.    (Received  lOth.) 
[Earl  EussELL,  London.] 

My  Lord:  The  telegraphic  dispatches  in  the  newspapers  of  this 
morning  announce  that  jNIr.  Mason,  Mr.  Slidell  and  their  two  compan- 
ions sailed  from  Provincetown  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  Rinaldo  at 
5  i)'clock  the  day  before  yesterday.  I  have  no  other  intelligence  of 
their  departure,  but  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  newspaper  accounts  are 
correct. 

No  excitement  appears  to  have  been  apparent  either  at  Province- 
town  or  at  Boston. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 

Foreign  Office,  [London,]  January  4, 1862. 
[Lord  Lyons,  WasMn<jton.] 

My  Lord:  On  Thursday  last  Count  Brandenburg  called  upon  me  at 
the  Foreign  Office  and  read  to  me  a  dispatch  of  Count  Bernstortf  on 
the  subject  of  the  Trent  affair. 

The  Prussian  Government  unequivocally  condemn  the  conduct  of 
Captain  Wilkes,  and  express  a  hope  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  will  comply  with  the  proposals  oi  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
1  will  send  you  by  the  next  mail  a  copy  of  this  dispatcth. 

At  a  later  hour  Baron  Brunnow  called  upon  me  aiul  read  mc  an 
extractof  a  letter  from  Prin<e  Gortchakoff  eijually  positive  in  condem- 
nation of  Captain  Wilkes  and  equally  confident  of  the  Justice  of  our 
recjuest  for  reparation. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


Washington,  Jantmry  6, 1862.    (Received  20th.) 
[Earl  Russell,  London.  \ 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  copy  of  a  dispatch  which 
1  received  the  day  before  yesterday  from  Commander  llewett  informing 
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me  that  be  received  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  on  board  Her  Majesty's 
sliip  Eiualdo  at  Provmcetowu  on  the  1st  instant  and  intended  to  put  to 
sea  at  once  and  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Halifax. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I 
have  received  to-day  from  Mr.  Trederick  Seward,  who  is  acting  as  Sec;- 
retary  of  State  in  the  absence  of  his  father.  It  announces  to  me 
officially  the  delivery  of  the  four  sentlemeu  to  the  commander  of  the 
Kinaldo.  I  add  a  copy  of  a  note  which  1.  have  written  to  Mr.  Seward 
ill  reply. 

I  have  learned  from  the  newspapers  that  the  Kinaldo  actually  sailed 
from  Provincetown  on  the  1st  instant.    Intelligence  of  her  arrival  at 
Halifax  has  not,  however,  yet  reached  Washington. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYOj^TS. 

[luclusure  Ko.  1.] 

EiNALDO,  Provincetoum  Harbor,  January  7,  18(J3. 
[Lord  Lyons,  WafiUnfiton.] 

My  Lokd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordshij)  that  I  left  New 
York  on  the  30th  ultimo  and  arrived  at  Provincetown  early  this  morn- 
ing, and  Avaited  until  evening  when  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  and 
companions  came  on  board  from  an  American  tug-boat  from  Boston. 

According  to  your  lordship's  instructions  I  received  them  without 
form  or  ceremony. 

Although  the  barometer  is  falling  considerably  I  intend  putting  to 
sea  at  once  and  making  the  best  of  my  Avay  to  Halifax. 
I  have,  «&;c., 

W.  HEWETT. 

P.  S. — The  gentlemen  remarked  that  their  only  wish  was  to  proceed 
to  Europe. 

W.  H. 

[Inclosuro  !No.  2.1 

Washington,  January  6, 1863. 
[Lord  Lyons.] 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  4  p.m.  on  Wednes- 
day last,  the  1st  instant,  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Eustis  and  Macfar- 
land,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  were  taken  from  the  British 
mail  steamer  Trent  by  order  of  Captain  Wilkes,  of  the  TJ.  S.  war 
steamer  San  Jacinto,  Avere  delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  commander 
of  the  British  war  steamer  Einaldo  at  Provincetown  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts. 

I  avail,  &c., 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 

[Inclosure  !No.  3.] 

Washington,  January  6, 1862. 
[F.  W.  Seward.] 

Sir:  I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  dated  to-day 
in  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  announce  to  me  that  Messrs. 
Mason,  Slidell,  Eustis  and  Macifarlaud  were  delivered  to  the  commander 
of  Her  Majjesty's  ship  Emaldo  at  Provincetown,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, on  the  1st  instant. 

I  have  on  my  part  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  commander  of 
Her  Majesty's  ship  the  Einaldo,.  who  was  deputed  by  me  to  receive  the 
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four  gentlemen,  has  reported  to  me  that  they  were  duly  delivered  to 
him  on  board  that  ship  at  the  time  and  place  above  mentioned. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


U.  S.  Legation,  The  Hague,  January  !),  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Wanhinffton. 

Sir:  *  *  *  The  telegraph  of  to-day  announces  the  settlement  of 
the  Trent  affair  in  the  interest  of  peact'.  1  can  hardly  express  to  you 
the  feeling  of  relief  afforded  to  Eurojie  by  this  news. 

It  may  seem  to  some  a  paradox  but  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  the  act 
of  surrendering  Mason  and  Slidell  will  vastly  elevate  and  improve  the 
position  of  the  United  States  Government  at  every  court  in  Europe. 
It  paves  the  way  for  a  genuine  sympathy  in  its  efforts  to  subdue  the 
rebellion. 

It  has  been  only  the  friends  of  the  United  States  abroad  who  for 
more  than  a  month  of  gloomy  forebodings  have  steadily  and  alone  main- 
tained that  our  Government  had  the  strength  and  the  virtue  to  treat 
a  momentous  crisis  in  the  national  life  with  wisdom  and  self-denial. 
Everywhere  it  has  been  believed  and  avowed  by  ruling  classes  that  at 
such  a  crisis  a  headlong  democracy  was  sure  to  drive  the  Government 
into  the  broad  road  to  national  ruin.  That  it  should  act  upon  tlie  coun- 
sels of  discretion  in  such  a  delicate  and  critical  emergency  is  a  surprise 
that  will  extort  their  involuntary  respect  and  admiration. 

Whether  England  is  right  or  wrong  in  her  late  demands  the  univer- 
sal conviction  among  wise  men  of  all  shades  of  political  opinion  so  far 
as  my  experience  goes  has  been  that  the  (mly  true  course  open  to  our 
Government  under  existing  circumstances  was  to  yield  to  them.  It  was 
and  is  believed  that  the  decision  of  the  cpiestion  of  their  justice  could 
be  safely  left  to  the  future,  and  that  whatever  that  decision  might  be 
under  no  circumstances  could  we  be  the  loser. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  January  !),  1S62. 

Hon.  William  IT.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  *  *  *  A  dispatch  from  the  English  (Tovernment  to  its  rep- 
resentative here,  Lord  Howard  De  Walden,  states  that  Messrs.  Mason 
and  Slidell  have  been  given  up. 

Should  this  prove  to  be  the  case  the  effect  Avill  bo  highly  favorable  to 
us  in  continental  Europe.  The  eagerness  with  which  the  different 
powers  have  hastened  to  put  us  in  tlic  wrong  and  I'higland  in  the 
light — the  desire  evinced  that  we  should  not  defend  English  law,  but 
yield — shows  if  not  a  lively  interest  in  the  i)reservation  of  tlie  Union 
as  a  counterpoise  at  least  a  lively  jealousy  at  the  increase  of  British 
inllnence,  the  augmentation  of  whose  power  they  wish  to  thwart. 

I  observe  that  in  all  their  notes  they  make  a  point  of  avoiding  an 
expression  of  opinion  on  the  legal  question  because  they  know  the  seiz- 
ure was  in  conformity  with  the  princijile  of  law  as  declared  and  prac- 
ticed by  Great  Britain  and  submitted  to  by  all  4)tliers,  though  the 
principle  has  aiways  been  opposed  or  reluctantly  yielded  by  the  conti- 
nental powers  and  ourselves. 
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They  uow  unanimously  reassert  tbe  true  doctrine,  which  as  said 
before  puts  England  in  the  i  ij^ht  and  us  in  the  wrong  in  this  case,  and 
I  cauuot  doubt  that  the  result  will  be  valuable  as  forcing  Eiigland  to 
abandon  definitely  her  old  i)Ositioii  touching  belligerent  rights;  and 
the  evidence  of  jealousy  and  feeling  of  other  powers  as  ready  to  profit 
of  her  exigeucies  as  she  is  to  take  advantage  of  ours  is  also  not  with- 
out value. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  SANFORD. 

Washington,  January  10,  1862. 
To  THE  Senate  and  House  of  IIepresentatives  : 

1  trausuiit  to  Congress  a  translation  of  an  instruction  to  the  minister 
of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria  accredited  to  this  Ciovernment, 
and  a  copy  of  a  note  to  that  minister  from  the  Secretary  of  State  rela- 
tive to  the  questions  involved  in  the  taking  from  the  British  steamer 
Trent  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  order  of  Captain 
Wilkes,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy.  This  correspondence  may  be  considered  as 
ii  sequel  to  that  previously  communicated  to  Congress  relating  to  the 
same  subject. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

[Xuclusure  Ko.  1. — Trauslation.] 

Vienna,  December  18, 1801. 
Ciievalier  de  Hulsbmann,  WasJiington. 

Sir:  The  difference  which  has  supervened  between  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Great  Britain  in  consequence  of  the 
arrest  of  Messrs.  Masou  and  Slidell — made  by  the  captain  of  the  Ameri- 
can ship  of  war  San  Jacinto  on  board  of  the  English  mail  ])acket  Trent — 
has  not  failed  to  fix  the  most  serious  attention  of  the  Imperial  cabinet. 

The  more  importance  we  attach  to  the  maintenance  of  friendly  rela- 
tions between  the  United  States  and  England  the  more  must  we  regret 
iin  incident  which  has  come  to  add  so  grave  a  complication  to  a  situa- 
tion already  bristling  with  so  many  difficulties. 

Without  having  the  intention  to  enter  here  uxion  an  examination  into 
the  question  of  right  we  nevertheless  cannot  but  acknowledge  that 
according  to  the  notions  of  international  law  adojited  by  all  the  powers 
and  which  the  American  Government  itself  has  often  taken  as  the  rule 
of  its  conduct  England  could  not  in  anywise  in  the  present  case  refrain 
from  reclamation  against  the  affrout  giveu  to  her  flag  and  from  asking 
proper  reparation  for  it. 

It  seems  to  us  moreover  that  the  requests  reduced  to  form  in  this 
respect  by  the  cabinet  of  Saint  James  have  in  them  nothing  offensive 
to  the  Cabinet  of  Washington,  and  that  it  will  be  able  to  do  an  act  of 
equity  and  moderation  without  the  least  sacrifice  of  its  dignity. 

In  taking  counsel  from  the  rules  which  guide  international  relations 
as  well  as  from  considerations  of  enlightened  policy  rather  than  from 
manifestations  produced  by  an  overexcitement  of  national  feeling  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  wo  are  gratified  to  hope  will  bring  into 
its  appreciation  of  the  case  all  the  calmness  which  its  importance 
demands,  and  will  deem  proper  to  take  a  position  which  whilst  preserv- 
ing from  rupture  the  relations  between  two  great  powers  to  which  Aus- 
tria is  equally  bound  in  friendshi})  will  be  such  as  to  preventthc  grave 
disturbances  which  the  eventuality  of  a  war  could  not  fail  to  bring  not 
only  upon  each  one  of  the  contending  parties  but  upon  the  affairs  of 
the  world  generally. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1167 

You  will  please,  sir,  to  bring  the  precediug  reflections  to  Mr.  Seward's 
notice  and  make  report  to  us  of  the  manner  in  which  the  minister  shall 
receive  your  communication. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

RECHBEKG. 

[Inclo.snre  No.  2.] 

Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  January  9, 1862. 
Chevalier  Hulsemann,  &c. 

Sir  :  I  have  submitted  to  the  President  the  note  you  left  with  me 
which  was  addressed  to  you  on  the  18th  of  December  last  by  Count 
IJechberg  touching  the  atl'air  of  the  capture  and  detention  of  the  Brit- 
ish contract  steamer  Trent  by  Captain  Wilkes,  of  the  San  Jacinto. 

1  send  you  a  copy  of  tlie  correspondence  which  has  passed  on  that 
exciting  subject  between  this  Government  and  the  (Jovernments  of 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  transmit 
these  papers  to  Count  Rechberg. 

The  Imperial  Royal  Government  will  learn  from  them  two  important 
fiicts,  namely,  first,  that  the  United  States  are  not  only  incapable  for 
a  moment  of  seeking  to  disturb  the  ])eace  of  the  world  but  are  deliber- 
ately just  and  friendly  in  their  intercourse  with  all  foreign  nations; 
and  secondly,  that  they  will  not  be  unfaithful  to  their  traditions  and 
policy  as  an  advocate  of  the  broadest  liberality  in  the  application  of 
the  principles  of  international  law  to  the  conduct  of  maritime  warfare. 

The  T'nited  States  thus  faithful  to  their  sentiments  and  while  at  the 
same  time  careful  of  their  political  constitution  will  sincerely  rejoice  if 
the  occasion  which  has  given  rise  to  this  correspondence  shall  be 
improved  so  as  to  obtain  a  revision  of  the  law  of  nations  which  will 
render  more  definite  and  certain  the  rights  and  obligations  of  States  in 
time  of  war. 

1  shall  esteem  it  a  favor,  sir,  if  you  will  charge  yourself  with  the  care 
of  expressing  these  sentiments  to  your  Government,  and  will  at  the 
same  time  assure  Count  Kechberg  that  the  President  appreciates  very 
highly  the  frankness  and  cordiality  which  the  (lovernmeut  of  Austria 
has  practiced  on  an  occasion  of  such  great  interest  to  the  welfare  of  the 
United  States. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  circumstance  to  offer  to  you,  sir,  renewed 
assurances  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  11.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  K),  1SG2. 
J.  LoTHROP  Motley,  p]sq.,  &c.,  Vienna. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  November,*  no  day  named,  has  been  received. 
The  account  you  give  of  your  reception  by  Count  Rechberg  and  also  of 
your  audience  with  the  Emperor  is  exceedingly  gratifying.  The  obser- 
vations made  by  you  on  those  occa.sions  were  in  the  main  very  just  and 
apposite  and  we  cannot  doubt  that  they  will  produce  good  effects. 
Events  crowd  each  other  and  the  question  raised  in  a  dispatch  gives 
place  to  a  more  urgent  if  not  more  grave  one  before  the  reply  can  be 
received. 

I  have  directed  a  copy  of  the  general  diplomatic  correspondence  of  a 
year,  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  on  the  Trent  affair,  and  finally  a 

"Omitted,  containing  notliing  relative  to  this  case. 
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copy  of  the  correspondence  between  Count  Eechberg,  Mr.  Hulsemann 
and  myself  relating  to  the  same  subject  to  be  transmitted  to  you. 
These  papers  will  give  you  all  that  is  understood  here  of  our  relations 
with  foreign  powers  at  the  present  moment,  and  will  enable  you  per- 
haps to  anticipate  the  future  as  \>'ell  as  we  can. 

Our  arms  continue  to  be  steadily  successful,  and  when  we  shall  have 
completed  our  financial  relations  I  trust  that  the  cause  of  the  Union 
will  become  as  ho]ieful  as  it  is  just. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Legation  ok  the  United  States, 

London,  January  10,  1862. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  Though  not  yet  favored  with  any  information  from  the  Depart- 
ment respecting  the  coiu-se  of  the  proceedings  between  the  two  (Jov- 
ernments  in  rej^ard  to  the  case  of  the  Trent  at  Washington  J  am 
bound  to  believe  from  what  I  see  in  the  newspapers  that  the  difference 
has  been  settled  by  the  release  of  the  captives. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  gather  from  the  abstract  of  the 
correspondence  Avhich  has  been  communicated  bj^  telegraph  tliat  the 
(xoverument  hns  adhered  to  tlie  principle  for  which  it  has  so  long  con- 
tended and  in  the  recognition  of  which  the  whole  civilized  world  will 
now  concur.  Considering  the  remarkable  unanimity  which  has  been 
shown  in  the  judgment  of  the  merits  of  this  case  throughout  Europe 
the  stei)  that  has  been  taken  will  meet  with  very  general  approbation. 
The  satisfaction  expressed  in  this  city  everywhere,  excepting  among 
the  small  society  of  the  Confederate  emissaries  and  the  party  which 
habitually  looks  to  war  as  an  attractive  pastime,  stands  in  remarkable 
contrast  with  the  feelings  which  animated  almost  everybody  only  six 
weeks  ago.  Not  many,  however,  have  yet  opened  their  eyes  to  the  con- 
viction of  the  fact  that  the  apparent  victory  of  Great  Britain  involves 
in  reality  the  necessary  surrender  of  one  of  her  most  odious  assump- 
tions of  power  over  the  ocean.  In  this  light  it  is  not  difficult  to  com- 
prehend the  policy  of  France  which  sacrifices  no  consistency  whilst  it 
more  surely  places  a  new  ligature  around  the  maritime  supremacy 
of  its  great  rival. 

A  conse(|uencc  of  this  result  is  probably  a  continuance  of  the  mission 
with  which  tlie  Government  has  honored  me  for  some  time  longer. 
But  the  questions  immediately  arise  how  long  and  under  what  promise 
of  future  usefulness  1  In  order  to  answer  these  it  is  necessary  to  take 
a  brief  survey  of  the  ground  we  occupy.  Parliament  is  summoned  to 
assemble  for  the  dispatch  of  business  on  the  Ctli  of  February.  1  have 
rei'son  to  believe  that  arrangements  predicated  upon  a  particular  con- 
tingency had  been  made  to  bring  on  an  early  discussion  of  the  Amer- 
ican difficulty  with  a  Aiew  to  press  a  direct  interference  with  the  blockade 
and  a  recognition  of  the  Confederate  States.  1  regret  to  learn  that  the 
first  of  these  measures  lias  found  favor  in  some  quarters  from  which  I 
had  hoped  better  things.  The  only  question  to  consider  is  Avhether 
the  settlement  of  the  case  of  the  Trent  will  have  much  effect  in  altering 
the  presentation  of  the  programme  or  in  preventing  its  adoption. 

It  is  too  early  to  determine  what  may  be  the  degree  of  the  reaction  in 
po]iular  opinion  but  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  it  will  be  considerable. 
Besides  which  the  position  of  the  ministry  has  been  so  much  fortified  by 
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its  success  as  to  place  its  continuance  at  least  for  another  year  almost 
beyond  doubt.  It  will  therefore  be  in  a  situation  to  act  with  firmness 
and  independence  should  it  be  inclined  to  resist  any  hasty  movements. 
Whether  that  inclination  does  or  does  not  exist  is  the  problem.  If  I 
hereto  judge  from  the  temper  shown  in  certain  presses  believed  to  be 
prompted  by  the  prime  minister  I  should  augur  a  very  unfavorable 
^result.  On  the  other  hand  I  think  I  had  a  right  to  infer  from  the  lan- 
guage of  Lord  Russell  in  our  very  latest  conference  that  there  was  no 
disposition  to  embarrass  us  so  long  as  there  was  a  reasonable  prospect 
of  our  success.  Besides  this  so  marked  has  been  the  late  development 
of  a  disinclination  to  a  war  with  the  United  States  among  the  quiet  and 
religious  citizens  of  the  middle  classes,  and  particularly  when  its  prac- 
tical effect  would  be  the  establishment  of  a  slave-holding  oligarchy 
.  with  which  they  have  no  sympathy  whatever,  that  any  policy  entered 
into  with  an  apparent  desire  to  revive  that  measure  for  the  benefit  of 
the  latter  would  scarcely  meet  with  a  second  response  like  the  last. 
From  all  these  considerations  I  am  inclined  to  conclude  that  without 
the  occurrence  of  any  new  disturbing  matter  the  probabilities  are 
rather  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of  diplomatic  relations  for  some 
time  to  come. 

;Yet  so  doubtful  do  I  regard  it  that  1  cannot  lielp  wishing  for  the 
Occurrence  of  some  decisive  event  in  the  war  which  would  completely 
turn  the  current  of  opinion  in  our  favor.  It  is  not  for  me  to  interfere 
in  any  manner  with  tlie  course  of  the  operations  in  the  field.  I  am 
'well  aware  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  action  and  entertain  too 
lively  a  recollection  of  the  consequences  of  the  disaster  at  Bull  Kun  to 
,.;fayor  precipitation  anywhere.  At  the  same  time  I  cannot  fail  to  per- 
ceive the  force  of  the  argument  constantly  pressed  here  in  a  commu- 
nity which  measures  military  results  by  the  sole  standard  of  success  of 
the  apparent  inability  to  command  it.  1  feel  that  one  clear  victory  at 
home  might  perhaps  save  us  a  foreign  war,  and  so  feeling  it  can  scarcely 
-  be  wondered  atif  1  look  forward  to  it  with  more  than  ordinary  anxiety. 
■Aji  advance  into  the  rebellious  States  would  be  as  productive  of  sensi- 
ble results  in  Parliament  here  as  on  the  spot  itself,  whilst  a  decided 
triumph  would  put  a  more  effective  stop  to  Confederate  operations  in 
^gland  than  all  the  labors  of  orators  and  statesmen  and  philosophers 
of  both  countries  combined. 

•  »»**#• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Stockholm,  January  10,  1863. 
Hon.- William  H.  Sewahd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wellington. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  have  received  by  tele- 
Sram  intelligence  of  the  peaceable  settlement  of  our  diflficnlty  with 
.  ^ngland.    The  news  has  been  received  with  great  satisfaction.    I  have 
been  congratulated  by  several  legations.    The  press  of  Sweden  is  free; 
tbe  American  side  of  the  question  was  taken  by  one  of  the  most  intiu- 
.egtial  papers  and  discussed  wifh  great  vigor  and  ability.    *    *    * 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  HALDEMAN. 
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FoBEiCiN  Office,  [London,]  January  iq  iSGS^'' 
[Lord  Lyons,  'Washington.]  ■■    «-  '; 

Mt  Lord  :  In  my  dispatcli  to  you  of  the  30th  of  November  after 
informing  you  of  the  circumstances  which  had  occurred  in  relation  to 
the  capture  of  the  four  persons  taken  from  on  board  the  Trent  I  stated 
to  you  tliat  it  thus  appeared  that  certain  individuals  had  been  forcibly-' 
taken  from  on  board  a  British  vessel— the  ship  of  a  neutral  power-1' 
•while  such  vessel  was  pursuing  a  lawful  and  innocent  voyage^  an  a<3t 
of  violence  which  was  an  affront  to  the  British  flag  and  a  violation  erf 
international  law. 

I  concluded  by  directing  you  in  case  the  reparation  which.  Her  Maj. 
esty's  Government  expected  to  receive  should  not  be  offered  by  Mr. 
Seward  to  propose  to  that  minister  to  make  sucb  redress  as  aloneTPonld 
satisfy  the  British  nation,  namely,  first,  the  liberation  of  the  four  gen- 
tlemen  taken  from  on  board  the  Trent  and  their  delivery  to  your  lord- 
ship in  order  that  they, might  again  be  placed uuder  British  protection t 
and  secondly,  a  suitable  apology  for  the  aggression  which  had  been 
committed.  _  .,. 

I  received  yesterday  your  dispatch  of  the  27th  ultimo  inclosing  a  note 
to  you  from  Air.  Seward  which  is  in  substance  the  answer  to  my  dlspatch'5 
of  the  30th  of  November.    Proceeding  at  once  to  the  main  points  in  dis- " 
cussion  between  us  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  carefully  examined 
how  far  Mr.  Seward's  note  and  the  conduct  it  announces  complies  sub-  / 
stantially  with  the  two  proposals  I  have  recited.    With  regard  to  the 
first,  viz,  the  liberation  of  the  prisoners  with  a  view  to  their  being  again  ' 
placed  under  British  protection  I  find  that  the  note  concludes  by  stating 
that  the  prisoners  will  be  cheerfully  liberated,  and  by  calling  upon  your 
lordship  to  indicate  a  time  and  place  for  receiving  them.    No  condition 
of  any  kind  is  coupled  with  the  liberation  of  the  prisoners. 

"With  Tegard  to  the  suitable  ajjology  which  the  British  Government 
had  a  right  to  expect  I  find  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
distinctly  and  unequivocally  declares  that  no  directions  had  been  given 
to  Captain  Wilkes  or  to  any  other  naval  officer  to  arrest  the  four  per- 
sons named  or  any  of  them  on  the  Trent  or  on  any  other  British  vessel, 
or  on  any  other  neutral  vessel  at  the  place  where  it  occurred  or  else^ 
where. 

I  find  further  that  the  Secretary  of  State  expressly  forbears  to  jnstiiy 
the  particular  a«t  of  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  complained^  If 
the  United  States  Government  had  alleged  that  although  Captain 
Wilkes  had  no  previous  instruction  for  that  purpose  he  was  right  in 
capturing  the  persons  of  the  four  prisoners  and  in  removing  them  from 
the  Trent  on  board  his  own  vessel  to  be  afterward  carried  into  a  port 
of  the  United  States,  the  Government  which  had  thus  sanctioned  the 
proceeding  of  Captain  Wilkes  would  have  become  responsible  for  the 
original  violence  and  insult  of  the  act-  -        ,  ,,.; 

But  Mr.  Seward  contents  himself  with  stating  that  what  has  hajh^ 
pened  has  been  simply  an  inadvertence,  consisting  in  a  departure  by  a" 
naval , officer  free  from  any  wrongful  motive  from  a  rule  uncertainly: 
established  and  probably  by  the  several  parties  concerned  either  imp^'; 
fectly  understood  or  entirely  unknown.  The  Secretary  of  State  goes  M» 
to  affirm  that  for  this  eiTor  the  British  Government  has  a  right  to 
expect  the  same  reparation  which  the  United  States  as  an  independent 
State  should  expect  from  Great  Britain  or  from  any  other  friendly  uatidn 
in  a  similar  case.  'v'"i'S 

Her  Majesty's  Government  having  carefully  taken  into  tbeir  considef- 
ation  the  liberation  of  the  prisoners,  the  delivery  of  theminto  your  handa 
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and  the  explanations  to  which  I  have  just  relciTed  have  arrived  at  the 
coiichision  that  they  constitute  the  reparation  which  Her  Majesty  and  tlie 
British  nation  had  a  right  to  expect.  It  gives  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment great  satisfaction  to  be  enabled  to  arrive  at  a  concliision  favorable 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  most  friendly  relations  between  the  two 
nations. 

I  need  not  discuss  the  modifications  in  my  statement  of  facts  which 
Mr.  Seward  says  he  has  derived  froiu  the  reports  of  officers  of  his  Gov- 
ernment. I  cannot  conclude  however  without  adverting  shortly  to  the 
discussions  which  Mr.  Seward  has  raised  upon  points  not  prominently 
brought  into  question  in  my  dispatch  of  the  30th  of  November.  1  there 
objected  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  tliat  which  Cap- 
tain Wilkes  had  done.  Mr.  Seward  in  his  answer  points  out  what  he 
conceives  Captain  Wilkes  might  have  done  without  violating  the  law 
of  nations. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  here  discuss  in  detail  the  live  ques- 
tions ably  argued  by  the  Secretary  of  State;  but  it  is  necessary  that 
1  should  say  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  differ  from  Mr.  Seward 
in  some  of  the  conclusions  at  which  he  has  arrived,  and  it  may  lead  to 
a  better  understanding  between  the  two  nations  on  several  points  of 
international  law  which  may  during  the  present  contest  or  at  some 
future  time  be  brought  into  question  that  1  should  state  to  you  for 
communication  to  the  Secretary  of  State  wherein  those  differences 
consist.    I  hope  to  do  so  in  a  few  days. 

In  the  meantime  it  will  be  desirable  that  the  commanders  of  the  U.  S. 
cruisers  should  be  instructed  not  to  repeat  acts  for  which  the  British 
Government  will  have  to  ask  redress  and  which  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment cannot  undertake  to  justify. 

You  will  read  and  give  a  copy  of  this  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 


I  am,  &.C.. 


[Lord  Napiek. 


KUSSELL. 


FoKKiGN  Office,  [London,]  January  10,  1862. 


My  Lord:  »  *  *  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  oi)inions  and  the  acts  of  the  European  powers 
in  regard  to  the  matter  of  the  Trent.  The  Emperor  of  the  French  with 
out  delay  instructed  his  minister  at  Washington  to  support  by  argument 
and  by  counsel  the  j)roposals  for  reparation  made  by  Her  IMajesty's  Gov- 
ernment to  the  Government  at  Washington.  The  Emperor  of  Austria 
and  the  King  of  Prussia  as  soon  as  they  were  acquainted  with  the  facts 
threw  the  moral  weight  of  their  judgment  into  the  scale  of  Great  Britain. 
While  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  been  much  gratified  by  these 
spontaneous  marks  of  adherence  and  approval  they  have  no  reason  to 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  Eussia.  Baron  Brunnow  wrote  at 
once  from  London  to  his  colleague  at  Washington  cmidemning  in  strong 
terms  the  conduct  of  the  cominander  of  the  San  Jacinto  and  advising 
due  reparation  to  ITer  Ma,jeRty's  Government  by  the  Piesident  of  the 
United  States.  Prince  Gortchakoff  wrote  also  to  Washington  and  to 
London  private  letters  entirely  approving  the  step  taken  by  Baron 
I'lrunnow.  Other  powers  have  expressed  similar  sentiments.  *  *  * 
I  have,  &c., 

BUSSELL. 
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¥oKEiGN  Office,  [London,]  January  11,  1862. 
[Lord  Lyons,  Washington.] 

]My  Lord  :  In  transmitting  to  your  lordship  my  preceding  dispatch 
of  yesterday's  date  I  have  to  state  that  I  read  a  copy 'of  it  this  day  to 
Mr.  Adams.  When  I  had  done  Mr.  Adams  said  that  he  considered  il 
as  a  dispatch  which  -wouhl  be  very  satisfactory  to  his  Government. 

I  said  tliat  the  paragraph  in  tlie  dispatcli  was  meant  as  a  reference  to 
the  case  of  the  Eugenia  Smith  which  seemed  to  be  as  similar  as  possible 
to  that  of  the  Trent.  I  concluded  that  in  that  case  the  prisoners  would 
bo  at  once  liberated,  a  conclusion  in  which  Mr.  Adams  seemed  to 
agree,  but  he  declared  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  case  except  from 
the  newspapers. 

I  spoke  to  lain  of  the  report  that  a  number  of  Federal  cruisers  were 
coming  to  the  British  Channel  and  I  expressed  a  hope  that  interrup- 
tion of  Britisli  trade  would  as  far  as  iiossible  be  avoided.  Mr.  Adams 
explained  that  according  to  rumor  a  complete  squadron  of  Confede- 
rate vessels  Avoie  about  to  cruise  in  the  British  Channel.  The  Nash- 
ville, the  Sumter  and  the  Pacific  w(M'e  to  form  a  ])art  of  this  squadron. 
He  had  been  informed  that  both  at  Liverpool  and  at  Havre  many 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  were  detained — afraid  to  put  to 
sea  in  the  face  of  the  expected  squadron.  The  object  of  his  Govern- 
ment was  therefore  to  protect  tlieir  own  trade  and  not  to  harass  ours. 
I  said  I  expected  that  such  would  be  his  answer. 

I  alluded  to  the  case  of  the  men  landed  in  Southampton  and  fimnd 
in  the  docks  being  part  of  tlie  crew  of  the  Tuscarora.  I  le  told  me  that 
he  had  warned  tlie  captain  of  tlie  Tuscarora  with  regard  to  any  use  of 
force  on  the  land  of  a  neutral.  I  theninformed  him  that  the  captain  of 
the  Tuscarora  had  received  notice  in  respect  to  the  rule  that  a  belliger- 
ent leaving  a  neutral  port  should  not  be  ])ursued  by  the  belligerent  ves- 
sel of  the  opposite  ])0\ver  till  after  the  ex))iration  of  twenty-four  hours. 
(I  inclose  a  correspondence  with  the  Board  of  Admiralty  and  JMr. 
Adams  on  this  snbjecfc.*) 

1  then  stated  tliat  I  thought  it  might  be  useful  to  both  Governments 
if  several  points  in  regard  to  neutrality  raised  by  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch 
were  to  be  calmly  discussed  between  us.  Some  ])assages  in  Mr.  Sew- 
ard's dispatch  might  lead  to  the  inference  that  almostevery  packet  pass- 
ing between  Dover  and  Calais  might  be  liable  to  be  taken  and  carried 
into  New  York  on  the  ])retext  that  it  carried  some  emissary  of  the  seces- 
sionists.   But  .such  1  was  convinced  wasnotthemeaning  of  Mr.  Seward. 

I  sincerely  congratulated  him  on  the  termination  of  this  affair,  and 
said  that  if  Mr,  Hume  was  right  in  saying  that  the  reparation  of  injus- 
tice is  the  second  honor  of  a  nation  that  honor  undoubtedly  belonged 
to  the  (4overnment  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


Foreign  Office,  [TMidon,]  January  11,  1R(;2. 
TLord  Lyons,  Washington.] 

My  Lord:  Your  conduct  in  this  important  matter  of  the  Trent  is 
entirely  approved  by  Her  Majesty.  The  discretion  and  the  good  tem- 
l)er  you  have  shown  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of  our 
rejiresentatioMS. 


*  Omitted  as  irrelevant. 


SUSPECTED  AND  DISLOYAL  "PEESONS.         1173 

In  order  to  give  yonr  lordship  by  a  public  document  a  proof  that  you 
have  acted  strictly  according  to  the  instructions  you  have  received  I 
inclose  an  extract    annexed  to  this  dispatch*  of  a  private  letter  I 
addressed  to  you  on  the  1st  of  December  last. 
I  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Turin,  January  13,  1862, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seavard,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sii! :  *  *  *  ijiie  news  of  the  settlement  of  the  difliculty  between 
the  Uniteil  States  and  Englandon  theatfair  of  the  Trent  has  been  received 
in  Italy  with  lively  satisfaction,  and  although  on  the  question  of  the 
legal  riglit  the  opinion  of  lawyers  and  statesmen  was  nearly  unanimous 
against  the  seizure  yet  I  believe  that  both  here  and  elsewhere  in  Europe 
the  conduct  of  the  American  Government  as  now  understood  is  thought 
to  have  been  not  only  more  dignified  but  at  least  not  less  honorable 
than  that  of  England.  The  violent  and  mendacious  language  of  the 
British  press  now  receives  the  condemnation  it  deserves,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  cause  of  the  Union  will  be  essentially  advanced  in  Euro- 
])ean  estimation  by  an  event  which  the  President  and  his  Cabinet  have 
with  such  wisdom  and  skill  converted  from  an  apparently  uiducky 
accident  into  an  instrument  of  good. 

The  result  will  serve  I  think  to  do  something  toward  dispelling  an 
ei'ror  almost  universal  among  European  statesmen  and  which  I  have 
seldom  passed  a  day  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  without  having  occa- 
sion to  combat — the  assumption  namely  that  the  American  Union  is 
less  a  Kepublic  than  an  unbridled  democracy,  of  which  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment is  but  a  blind  instrument.  The  illumination  in  some  of  the 
great  cities  on  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  tlie  capture  of  the  com- 
missioners, the  compliments  to  Captain  Wilkes,  the  various  spirited 
resolutions  i)roposed  in  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  were  cited  as 
evidences  of  a  popular  ieeliug  which  an  Executive  elected  by  the  people 
would  be  powerless  to  resist,  and  nothing  short  of  the  actual  result  of 
the  affair  could  have  convinced  Europe  that  in  this  as  in  most  other 
important  crises  the  Government  is  left  free  to  initiate  thenational  policy. 
*  »  »  *  #  *  * 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GBOEGE  P.  MARSH. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Brussels,  January  Id,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State. 

SiK:  The  news  of  the  settlement  of  the  Trent  affair  has  given  uni- 
versal satisfaction  here.  As  influencing  public  opinion  it  has  caused 
a  very  tionsiderable  reaction  in  our  favor  which  I  doubt  not  will  gather 
strength. 

The  surrender  by  England  when  they  are  applied  to  herself  of  her 
own  cherished  principles  of  international  law — principles  which  she 
has  ever  enforced  and  practiced  upon  unwilling  Euroi)e — is  considered 
a  great  gain.    I  hope  she  will  not  prove  apostate  to  her  new  faith;  and 

*See  Kussell  to  Lyons,  "Extract  from  a  private  letter,"  p.  1113. 


1174  PRISONEES   OF   WAR,    KTC. 

tlie  eagerness  and  unanimity  witli  wliioh  the  great  powers  liavc,  wliile 
avoiding  discussion  of  an  act  in  conformity  with  her  established  usages, 
urged  us  to  yield  in  fa^'or  of  neutral  rights  and  thus  secure  Great 
Britain  in  her  new  position  are  significant  in  my  view  of  it  of  anything 
rather  than  sympathy  for  lilngland  or  hostility  to  ourselves. 

England  can  hardly  congratulate  herself  upon  this  intervention, 
which  indicates  not  silone  a  desire  to  secure  a  recognition  of  the  more 
liberal  extension  of  neutral  rights,  but  a  jealousy  of  an  attempt  to 
cripple  a  power  recognized  as  a  necessary  counterpoise  in  the  world's 
affairs.  The  eagerness  of  the  Government  Avhich  ignoring  its  own  pre- 
cepts and  belying  its  own  practices  seeks  a  pretext  to  fasten  a  war 
and  disaster  upon  us  is  now  exposed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  meet 
fitting  retribution  at  home  and  ain-oad. 

The  sentiment  is  universal  here  that  she  will  now  failing  in  this  pre- 
text seek  one  upox.  the  question  of  the  inefficiency  of  our  blockade.  T 
look  to  Parliament,  public  opinion  and  the  success  whicli  I  confidently 
expect  we  shall  in  the  next  thirty  days  have  tidings  of  to  squelch  out 
this  further  attempt  of  a  selfish  and  jealous  governing  class  to  destroy 
our  power  and  check  our  development.  The  cry  now  sought  to  be 
raised  about  the  vandalism  of  shutting  up  a.  port  with  hulks  instead 
of  bombarding  and  destroying  it  and  its  iidiabitants  is  in  keeping  with 
the  whole  transaction. 

My  opinion  is  our  cause  is  at  this  day  stronger  in  Europe  than  at 
any  time  before  since  tlie  J^ull  liun  affair. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vouv  obedient  sei'vant, 

II.  S.  SANPORD. 


U.  S.  Legation,  The  Hague,  January  13, 1802. 
non.  WiLLiAJi  H.  Sewaud,  iSccrrtory  of  Siate,  Washington. 

SiTi:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  few  extracts  from  the  French 
newspapers  from  which  you  may  gather  the  general  drift  of  public 
discussion  on  the  Continent  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  the  Trent 
attair. 

The  Debats  discusses  at  some  length  the  probable  consequence  of 
the  settlement  of  theAmeiican  dillerencc  and  arrives  at  the  conclusion 
that  England  has  lost  rather  than  gained  by  the  Trent  incident: 

Slessrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  will  be  given  np.  That  is  the  naked  fact  which  is  all  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Knglish.  Hut  nevertheless  what  conseqnences  will  there  not 
he  turning  against  them/  We  will  not  discuss  Ihe  incident  of  the  Ti'ent  in  itself 
since  it  is  now  settled;  hut  it  constitutes  as  we,  said  from  the  first  day  a  very  dehat- 
iihle  case,  and  we  arc  not  astonislied  that  wlicn  discussed  at  a  lueeting  of  lawyers 
the  right  of  belligerents  found  as  many  advocates  as  tliat  of  neutrals.  In  fact  it  is 
the  interpretation  in  favor  of  neutrals  which  thanks  to  Kngland  h.is  gained  the  day. 
The  lirst  naval  power  in  the  world — that  wliich  ruling  without  dispute  on  Ihe  seas 
will  always  have  the  most  fre(|uent  ii|]portunities  of  proliting  by  the  abuses  of  the 
right  of  search  and  which  for  that  reason  has  almost  always  the  most  warmly 
opposed  the  privileges  of  neutrals — lias  just  placed  an  important  restriction  on  tlm 
maritime  prerogatives  of  bolligi^reuts.  We  arc^  tlierefore  authorized  in  saying  that 
it  is  more  particularly  her  own  power  and  her  fiuilities  of  action  which  England  by 
an  energetic  effort  has  forever  limited.  If  she  has  done  it  knowingly  we  admire  her 
generosity.  She  could  not  have  sacriliced  Avautonly  a  finer  opportunity  for  creating 
a  decisive  precedent  in  favor  of  liei  oldest  and  most  cherished  pretensions.  The  lirst 
advantage  which  England  will  reap  from  the  extradition  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell 
is  .a  striking  self-condemnation. 

The  Temps  expresses  itself  in  these  terms : 

Honor  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  to  public  opinion  in 
America!  To  admit  the  necessities  of  a  situation  and  to  conform  to  it  with  a  manly 
resigu.ation  is  a  proof  of  wisdom  whicli  is  not  yet  very  common  among  nations  .and 
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goveminoiits.  The  American  Govenimont  in  relc:iKini;  tlic  prisoners  lias  doulitless 
done  nothing  more  than  apply  the  doctrines  which  it  has  constantly  professed,  and 
at  the  same  time  it  wards  oft'  a  great  danger.  To  do  so  has  not  t'bo  less  required 
great  strength  of  mind,  groat  moderation  rind  great  coniniaiid  over  itself.  We  have 
laith  in  that  stri^ngth,  in  that  moderation  and  in  that  self-command.  If  moreover 
President  Lincoln  wishes  to  crown  his  work  and  restore  to  the  incident  of  the  Trent 
its  true  and  general  signification  he  has  only  to  solemnly  consider  the  remonstrances 
of  England  as  an  abandonment  of  the  old  maritime  jiolicy  of  England.  The  satis- 
taction  ol'  the  moment  is  for  England :  the  real  triumph  is  in  every  way  for  the 
I'nited  States  and  for  the  cause  of  the  freedom  of  the  seas.  This  jirecedent  is 
destiii(;d  to  be  deeply  engraved  in  the  memory  of  nations.  It  has  been  said  tliat 
England  and  the  English  (iovemnient  hold  in  reserve  other  motives  and  other  pre- 
texts for  war.  That  may  be  possible,  but  she  can  now  be  defied  to  make  use  of  them 
as  public  opinion  would  forbid  it.  Already  divided  before  the  victory  which  the 
Cabinet  of  Washington  has  just  gained  over  itself  public  feeling  will  become  unan- 
imous. If  we  are  not  mistaken  a  great  ohiinge  in  favor  of  the  United  States  is  about 
to  take  jdace,  not  only  iu  England  but  in  every  country.  This  incident  was  perhaps 
necessary  to  make  the  Old  World  feel  by  what  bonds  the  United  States  were  con- 
nected with  it.  The  South  had  considered  the  capture  of  its  plenipotentiaries  as 
equivalent  to  a  victory;  it  will  not  bo  mistaken  iu  regarding  their  release  as  an 
omen  of  its  defeat. 

From  The  D6bats: 

Tlio  outliurst  of  joy  which  has  taken  place  in  London  on  the  receipt  of  tlio  news 
aud  the  testimony  of  which  is  brought  us  by  the  English  journals  shows  to  Avhat  a 
tlegrec  England  dreaded  war  after  having  adojited — perhaps  too  precipitately — the 
very  system  of  conduct  calculated  to  render  it  inevitable.  England  not  only  uses 
the  language  of  satisfied  national  pride  but  breathes  freely  like  a  man  who  finds  a 
hc;ivy  weiglit  removed  from  his  breast.  The  Post  all'ects  a  little  coldness  and  diplo- 
matic haughtiness.  "  We  hope,"  it  says,  "  that  tliis  tardy  reparation  has  been 
accompanied  by  the  apologies  demanded;"  but  The  Times,  that  echo  of  public 
o]>inion,  treats  the  question  of  excuses  as  one  of  little  value,  and  being  content  to 
see  the  nightmare  of  a  maritime  war  disjiellcd  is  disposed  to  pass  over  them. 

The  Opinion  ^rationale  employs  the  following  language: 

The  affair  is  now  settled  and  we  may  henceforth  sleep  in  peace,  .iohn  linll  and 
lirother  .lonathan  are  at  last  reconciled,  aud  we  might  perhaps  give  way  to  enthu- 
siasm on  tlie  suliject  if  the  insidious  question,  Is  the  reconciliation  sincere?  did  not 
suddenly  iiresent  itself  to  our  mind.  Wo  should  hesitate  to  answer  iu  the  afiirina- 
tive.  The  Federal  Cabinet  has  made  a  concession  for  which  it  must  have  felt  great 
re))iignance,  but  it  saw  all  the  danger  of  plunging  into  a  war  witli  England  under 
present  cireuiiistaiices.  It  has  therefore  swallowed  the  affront,  but  feels  ittoo  keenly 
to  pardon  England  for  iuHictiiig  it.  The  lire  smolders;  some  day  or  other  we  shall 
see  the  flames  bnr.st  forth.  15ut  is  England  which  has  obtained  so  great  a  triumph 
for  her  self-love  satisfied  with  it  after  all:!  The  fact  is  open  to  doubt.  The  British 
cabinet  is  suspected  not  without  some  plausible  grounds  of  wishing  to  force  a  war 
upon  the  United  States,  and  the  language  of  the  principal  English  journals  would 
almost  induce  us  to  suppose  that  the  liberation  of  Messrs.  Masou  and  Slidell  has  in 
reality  caused  disappointment  rather  than  pleasure. 

The  following  i.s  from  The  Siede: 

The  dispatches  which  announce  the  favorable  solution  of  the  conflict  between 
England  and  t)ie  United  States  have  produced  gener.al  satisfaction  in  Paris.  The 
prospect  of  war  which  would  neceBsarily  lead  to  tlie  most  serious  complications  would 
till  with  mourning  all  those  who  like  iis  would  wish  to  see  all  nations  proceed  regularly 
and  unshackled  toward  liberty  and  prosperity.  Iu  accepting  the  consequences  of  the 
act  of  Captain  Wilkes  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  would  have  uselessly  compromised 
tlie  future  of  the  two  hemispheres  and  the  cause  of  the  American  Union.  To  yield 
under  snch  circumstances  is  on  its  part  a  proof  of  strength  rather  than  of  weakness. 
It  renders  homage  to  the  princijiles  which  it  has  itself  defended  for  so  many  years 
and  yields  to  the  wishes  expressed  so  unanimously  by  the  Eurojicaii  Governments. 

All  had  adopted. the  arguments  so  clearly  develojied  by  M.Thouvenel;  all  eon- 
denined  the  conduct  of  the  commandant  of  the  San  .lacinto  as  contrary  to  the  law 
of  nations;  but  what  is  remarkable  is  that  no  power  in  jircsenting  considerations  on 
an  isolated  fact  called  in  question  the  good  faith,  the  intelligence  and  the  patriotism 
of  the  Government  of  the  American  Republic.  It  has  rallied  round  it  sympathies 
which  were  about  departing;  and  Jlessrs.  Mason  aud  Slidell,  set  at  liberty  liy  its 
i.>rders,  may  without  danger  to  it  resume  their  voyage  to  Europe. 
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The  Oonstitutionnel : 

The  restitution  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  is  a  victory  of  right,  modeiation  and 
good  sense.  The  Dcbiits  is  afflicted  at  it  and  does  not  believe  in  the  right.  In  vain 
hasM.  Thouvenol,  Count  de  Rcchberg  and  Count  do  Benistorii'  recognized  in  the 
capture  of  the  Southern  envoys  a  violation  of  interuatlonal  law ;  our  contemporary 
is  not  of  their  opinion. 

For  the  moment  we  have  a  party  on  our  side  strong  and  influential. 
But  friendly  sentiments  toward  [us],  as  you  are  well  aware,  will  not 
however  withstand  any  great  adverse  pressure  under  the  circum- 
stances of  our  existing  relations  to  foreign  countries.  We  have  in  the 
present  instance  done  well  and  are  approved.  So  far  so  good.  But 
the  currents  may  change  to-morrow  with  or  without  good  reason.  The 
only  things  we  can  really  rely  on  arc  our  principles  and  our  power. 
Our  daily  acts  must  be  necessarily  of  a  quite  secondary  importance 
except  as  they  illustrate  one  or  tlie  other  of  these  forces. 

It  is  only  as  the  consistent  defender  of  the  rights  of  man  that  we 
can  have  any  efficient  standing  at  this  juncture  in  Europe.  The  late 
event  by  giving  us  a  party  here  reopened  the  question  of  African 
slavery  in  both  British  and  fore.ign  circles.  The  beginning  of  this  dis- 
cussion is  already  manifest.    Therein  we  are  having  an  advantage. 

I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  opinion  long  ago  that  the  lead- 
ing Governments  would  give  us  a  fair  allowance  of  time  to  show  what 
we  could  do  with  the  rebellion  before  interfering  in  any  way  whatever. 
In  endeavoring  to  conjecture  what  that  limit  would  be  I  have  felt  that 
it  would  be  coincident  with  the  period  of  the  near  expiration  of  the 
cotton  supply.  This  exhaustion  I  have  supposed  and  so  expressed 
myself  to  you  would  be  postponed  to  about  September  next,  when  it 
will  be  likely  to  manifest  itself  in  force. 

My  inference  has  been  and  now  is  (corroborated  by  constantly  trans- 
l)iring  circumstances)  that  unless  we  can  get  possession  of  the  leading 
cotton  ports  by  midsummer  that  we  shall  have  the  great  maritime  and 
manufacturing  powers  taking  measures  to  carry  tlieir  merchantmen 
into  those  ports.  And  if  I  am  not  mistaken  in  my  judgment  it  will  be 
France  that  will  lead  in  that  movement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  S.  PIKE. 


Washington,  January  17, 1862. 
To  THE  Senate  and  House  of  Eei»resentativbs  : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  translation  of  an  instruction  to  the  miuisterof 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  accredited  to  this  Government,  and  a 
copy  of  a  note  to  that  minister  from  the  Secretary  of  State  relating  to 
the  capture  and  detention  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
passengers  on  board  the  British  steamer  Trent,  by  order  of  Captain 
Wilkes,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

[Incloauro  No.  1.] 

Berlin,  December  25, 1861. 
Baron  ton  Geeolt,  &c.  [  Washington.] 

Monsieur  Le  Baron  :  The  warlike  measures  which  President  Lin- 
coln has  taken  at  sea  against  the  States  of  the  South  which  separated 
themselves  from  the  Union  could  not  fail  from  their  beginning  to 
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impress  the  Eoyal  Govenimeutwith  apprehension  that  they  might  give 
occasion  to  some  injury  to  the  legitimate  interests  of  neutral  States. 

This  apprehension  has  unfortunately  been  rc^alized  by  the  subsequent 
forcible  arrest  and  abduction  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  from  on 
board  the  neutral  mail  packet  Trent  by  the  commander  of  the  North 
American  ship  of  war  San  Jacinto. 

This  occurrence  has  as  you  will  readily  conclude  aroused  the  great- 
est attention  in  England  as  well  as  throughout  Europe,  and  caused 
great  sensations  not  only  in  cabinets  but  also  in  public  opinion. 
Although  by  that  act  beyond  all  England  has  been  affected,  still  at  the 
same  time  one  of  the  most  ewsential  and  generally  recognized  rights  of 
the  neutral  flag  is  i)lacL'd  in  question  by  it. 

I  may  forbear  entering  into  discussion  of  the  principle  of  right 
under  consideration.  In  Europe  public  opinion  lias  spoken  out  with 
extraordinary  unanimity  and  in  the  most  decided  manner  in  behalf 
of  the  aggrieved  party.  We  have  ourselves  hesitated  until  no\v  to 
express  to  you  our  views  upon  the  occurrence  because  through  want  of 
exact  information  we  fostered  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  captain  of  tlie 
San  Jacinto  in  his  procedure  was  or  was  not  acting  under  instructions 
communicated  to  him  by  his  Government.  We  still  at  this  hour  incline 
to  admit  the  latter  supposition.  Should,  however,  the  first  prove  to  be 
the  correct  version  of  tlie  affair  we  should  find  ourselves  under  the 
necessity  of  considering  the  occurrence  of  a  more  serious  significance, 
and  to  our  very  great  regret  regard  it  not  as  an  isolated  fact  but  much 
more  as  a  public  menace  to  all  existing  neutral  rights. 

The  English  demands  which  were  addressed  to  the  Cabinet  of  Wash- 
ington and  upon  the  acceptance  of  which  the  maintenance  of  peace 
depends  are  not  exactly  known  to  us,  but  so  far  as  we  are  informed  we 
are  convinced  that  no  conditions  have  been  made  by  England  by 
which  the  dignity  of  President  Lincoln  could  have  reasonably  been 
huit. 

His  Majesty  the  King  animated  by  the  most  sincere  wishes  for  the 
welfare  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  ordered  mo  to  advocate 
energetically  with  President  Lincoln  the  cause  of  peace  through  your 
mediation,  and  we  would  deem  ourselves  happy  if  by  sutih  means  v,e 
could  contribute  to  a  peaceful  solution  of  a  contlict  out  of  which  the 
greatest  dangers  may  spring.  It  is  possible  that  by  this  time  the 
President  may  have  decided  on  and  made  public  his  determination. 
But  whatever  belts  nature,  at  all  events  the  Eoyal  Government  in  view 
of  the  very  intimate  relations  of  genuine  friendship  which  have  existed 
between  Prussia  and  the  United  States  from  their  foundation  desire  to 
minister  to  a  peaceful  issue  and  to  place  before  the  Cabinet  of  Washing- 
ton Avith  the  most  unreserved  frankness  their  opinion  of  the  pending 
affair  as  well  as  their  inmost  wishes  respecting  it. 

I  request  you  to  read  the  preceding  dispatch  without  delay  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  at  his  reciuest  furnish  him  with  a  (•o])y  of  it. 
In  respect  to  the  discharge  of  this  commission  I  look  forward  to  your 
report  on  the  subject. 

Accept,  ]\[onsieur  le  Baron,  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  most  dis- 
tinguished esteem. 

BEENSTOKFF. 

[Inclosuro  No.  2.] 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  J4, 1862. 
Baron  von  Gerolt,  &c. 

Sir  :  I  have  now  the  honor  of  explaining  to  you  the  sentiments  of 
the  President  touching  the  matter  brought  to  his  notice  by  an  instruc- 


1178  PKISONEKS    OF   WAR,    ETC. 

tiou  addressed  to  you  by  Count  Bemstorff  under  the  date  of  December 
25,  which  paper  you  read  to  me  at  our  last  interview  and  of  which 
you  have  furnished  me  a  copy. 

First,  I  perform  a  pleasant  duty  in  assuring  yon  that  this  Govern- 
ment fully  and  unreservedly  accepts  the  communication  thus  made  by 
Count  Bernstorff  as  an  earnest  of  the  sincere  and  cordial  friendship  of 
His  Majesty  tlie  Itiuj;-  of  Prussia  toward  t!ie  United  States,  and  the 
President  is  equally  satisfied  that  in  inaliing  it  His  Majesty  is  animated 
also  by  a  benevolent  and  noble  desire  for  the  ])reservation  of  peace 
among  the  nations.  Counsel  given  witli  such  motives  will  never  be 
undervalued  by  the  United  States. 

Accepting  the  paper  in  this  spirit  it  is  my  duty  to  submit  to  you  for 
the  information  of  His  Majesty  a  full  copy  of  tlie  correspondence  whicli 
has  taken  ])lace  between  tlie  Ihitisli  Government  and  the  (iovcriiment 
of  the  United  States  upon  the  snlyeot  now  discussed  by  Count  Berii- 
storff,  namely  the  capture  and  detention  of  certain  citizens  of  this 
country  on  board  the  British  mail  steamer  Trent. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  these  papers  will  completely  satisfy  the  Government 
of  Prussia  that  if  the  general  peace  of  the  world  is  to  be  broken  the 
fault  will  not  lie  in  anything  that  the  United  States  have  done  to  i)ro- 
duce  such  a  disaster,  or  in  their  omission  to  do  everything  which  a  just 
and  generous  power  could  do  to  prevent  it. 

It  is  very  certain,  sir,  that  the  rights  of  belligerents  in  war  generally 
recognized  in  international  law  are  as  yet  very  imperfectly  defined, 
while  there  is  scarcely  any  accord  among  States  concerning  the  i)roper 
peaceful  remedies  necessary  for  the  redress  of  injuries  connnittcd  by  or 
against  neutral  ])owers. 

The  United  States  at  a  very  early  day  addressed  themselves  to  the 
then  unapiireciated  task  of  securing  the  incorijoration  of  just,  equal 
and  humane  jn-inciples  into  the  code  of  maritime  war.  They  have  ener- 
getically ])ersisted  in  this  great  enterprise  through  all  changing  events 
equally  when  acting  as  a  neutral  and  when  themselves  engaged  as  a 
belligerent. 

Will  you  allow  me  the  liberty  of  suggesting  for  the  consideration  of 
your  Government  the  expediency  of  improving  the  occasion  which  has 
justly  excited  so  many  apprehensions  to  recommend  the  general  poli<'.y 
of  this  country  thus  described  to  the  earnest  consideration  of  the 
European  States  1  It  is  only  in  a  spirit  of  the  utmost  respect  and  defer- 
ence that  I  take  leave  to  remark  that  the  periods  Avhen  the  United 
States  will  have  occasion  to  act  the  part  of  a  belligerent  will  probably 
be  few  and  brief;  Avhile  judging  from  past  experience  we  cannot  yet 
hope  for  so  constant  a  preservation  of  i)eace  among  all  the  nations  of 
the  eastern  continent. 

Believe  me,  sir,  that  in  so  emphatically  submitting  this  great  subject 
to  the  consideration  of  Prussia  I  am  moved  by  a  profound  conviction 
that  the  Government  of  tliat  State  is  eminently  distinguished  by  a 
generous  and  just  ambition  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  mankind. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  renewed  assurances  of  my  very  high 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  11.  SEWAKD. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Jtinuary  17,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  oj  State,  Washinfjton. 

Sill:  T  have  now  received  copies  of  all  the  i)apers  connected  with  the 
affair  of  the  Trent. 
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The  result  is  in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory.  1  need  uot  add  my 
testimouy  to  the  general  tribute  of  admiration  of  the  skillful  manner  in 
which  the  various  ditificulties  and  complications  attending  this  unfor- 
tunate business  have  been  met  or  avoided.  Thus  far  in  spite  of  all 
efforts  sedulously  made  to  the  contrary  the  effect  on  the  public  opinion 
has  been  favorable.  The  i)ublicatiou  of  the  foreign  correspondence 
during  the  past  season  as  well  as  of  the  latest  dispatches  has  materi- 
ally corrected  the  old  notion  of  determined  hostility  on  your  xjart  to 
Great  Britain  which  has  been  used  so  mischievously  for  months  ])ast. 
On  the  whole  1  think  I  may  say  with  confidence  that  matters  look 
better. 

Last  Saturday  I  called  at  the  request  of  Lord  Enssell  at  the  foreign 
office,  when  his  lordship  read  to  me  the  dispatch  which  he  was  then  on 
the  point  of  sending  oft"  to  Lord  Lyons.  Wc  thereupon  exchanged  con- 
gratulations on  the  complete  restoration  of  friendly  relations  between 
the  two  countries.  Since  that  time  not  only  the  correspondence  already 
published  in  America  has  been  printed  by  authority  in  the  Loudon 
Gazette,  but  the  later  papers  written  on  this  side  including  the  very 
last  being  that  which  was  read  to  me. 

You  will  doubtless  notice  witli  some  curiosity  the  earlier  one,  being 
Lonl  Russell's  note*  of  the  substance  of  the  conversation  held  with  me 
on  the  19tli  ultimo  at  the  time  I  read  to  him  your  confidential  dispatch 
to  me  of  tlie  30th  of  November.t  The  circumstances  attending  that 
affair  have  given  rise  to  so  much  si)eculation  both  here  and  on  the 
continent,  an<l  have  led  to  such  sharp  (;ontroversy  iu  the  London 
newspapers  that  it  may  be  advisable  that  the  Government  should 
understand  them  correctly. 

Considering  the  paper  as  confidential  of  course  I  took  good  care  that 
no  knowledge  of  its  substance  or  of  the  substance  of  the  conference 
sliould  be  extended  beyond  the  limits  of  this  legation.  Yet  the  fact  is 
certain  that  on  the  strength  of  an  impression  of  the  occurrence  of  some 
such  event  the  funds  rose  1  per  cent,  on  the  very  next  day.  So  general 
was  the  idea  that  the  Morning  Post,  a  paper  considered  hei<e  and  not 
without  reason  as  deriving  information  from  high  sources,  thought 
]»roper  to  notice  the  rumor  ou  the  21st  of  December  and  deliberately  to 
atlirm  that  though  a  dispatch  had  indeed  been  communicated  yet  that 
it  had  reference  to  other  unimportant  matters  and  iu  no  way  related  to 
the  difficulty  abont  the  Trent.  Some  days  later,  however,  in  a  sum- 
mary of  the  events  relating  to  that  case  published  in  the  Observer,  a 
weekly  paper  published  on  Sunday  morning,  supposed  also  to  be  now 
and  then  supplied  with  authentic  information,  I  noticed  at  the  conclu- 
sion a  tolerably  correct  version  of  tlie  substance  of  that  dispatch.  After 
the  appearance  of  that  Ihiid  no  hesitation  in  disclosing  to  persons  with 
whom  I  conversed  my  knowledge  of  its  correctness. 

It  was  then  with  no  little  surprise  that  they  perceived  last  week  when 
intelligence  was  received  from  America  of  the  existence  of  such  a  paper 
a  formal  denial  in  the  Post  that  any  such  paper  had  ever  been  com- 
municated to  the  British  Government.  No  longer  able  to  aeny  tlie 
existence  of  it  the  next  step  was  to  afiflrm  that  I  must  have  suppressed 
it.  And  not  satisfied  with  that  the  same  press  went  on  to  supply  a 
motive  for  doing  so  in  the  fact  that  certain  American  parties  had  about 
the  same  time  appeared  in  the  market  buying  up  stock,  which  was  the 
cause  of  the  rise  in  the  funds  already  alluded  to.  Of  course  the  insin- 
uation was  that  I  was  engaged  in  a  heavy  stock-jobbing  operation  for 

'See  Kussell  to  Lyons,  Decenibor  19,  p.  1133. 
t  See  Scwatd  to  Adaius,  November  30,  p.  1108. 


1180  PRISONERS   OP   WAR,   ETC 


my  own  benefit  and  that  of  my  friends.  The  motive  for  this  concoction 
of  a  series  of  falsehoods  which  were  inevitably  to  be  exposed  in  a  very 
shoi't  space  of  time  seemed  difficult  to  divine.  The  exidanation  came 
almost  on  the  heels  of  the  charge.  Lord  Jiussell's  note  to  Lord  Lyons 
of  the  l!>th  of  December  gave  his  version  of  the  conversation  held  on 
that  day.  The  case  was  clear  to  all  eyes.  But  to  this  day  the  Post 
has  made  no  retraction  of  its  statement,  has  not  assigned  the  smallest 
justification  for  making  them,  neither  has  it  disclaimed  the  authority 
ujjon  which  they  are  imputed  to  liave  been  made. 

So  great  has  been  the  effect  of  these  disclosures  in  inspiring  a  belief 
that  there  was  an  intention  somewhere  to  bring  on  a  war  that  it  is  not 
impossible  it  may  be  made  the  basis  of  some  proceedings  at  the 
approaching  session  of  Parliament.  You  will  doubtless  also  perceive 
that  Lord  Kussell's  note  of  our  conversation  on  the  19th  differs  in  some 
particulars  from  that  which  1  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  in  my 
dispatch  of  the  20th  of  liecember,  No.  93.  The  reason  for  this  is  to  be 
traced  to  the  distinction  which  his  lordship  voluntarily  drew  between 
my  official  and  unofficial  character  at  the  outset.  I  understood  him  as 
intending  to  answer  my  two  questions  only  in  my  private  capacity  as  a 
person  desirous  of  making  my  own  arrangements  in  certain  contingen- 
cies. For  that  reason  I  did  not  consider  the  part  of  the  conversation 
relating  to  them  as  needing  to  be  rejiorted. 

The  other  ijortion  of  his  note  touching  the  substance  of  your  dispatch 
substantially  agrees  with  mine.  The  casual  opinions  ex]»ressed  about 
the  policy  of  the  respective  countries  were  not  regarded  by  me  as  part 
of  the  official  language  though  I  have  not  the  least  objection  to  their 
publication.  Whilst  his  lordship  was  about  it  he  might  as  well  have 
inserted  his  reply  to  my  reference  to  the  part  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  in  tlie  negotiation  of  1804-9,  which  was  in  sub- 
stance that  there  were  many  things  said  and  done  by  them  fifty  or 
sixty  years  ago  which  he  might  not  undertake  to  enter  into  a  defense 
of  now — all  which  was  said  pleasantly  on  both  sides  without  an  idea 
that  the  .official  conference  was  not  closed.  Yet  so  difficult  is  it  to 
retain  in  the  memory  a  distinct  line  between  formal  and  casual  con- 
versation that  I  have  no  disposition  in  any  way  to  call  in  question  his 
report  which  so  far  as  it  goes  is  undeniably  more  accurate  than  my  own. 

What  I  have  here  written  about  it  is  to  account  to  you  for  what 
might  otherwise  appear  an  omission  of  duty  on  my  part. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  17,  1863. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  removal  of  the  casus 
belli  in  the  Trent  affair  has  proved  a  most  serious  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  all  the  calculations  made  by  the  party  disposed  to  sow  dissension 
between  the  two  countries. 

The  expectations  that  have  been  raised  of  a  pressure  from  the  manu- 
facturing classes  to  break  the  blockade  in  order  to  obtain  cotton  are 
likewise  declining.  The  stock  is  yet  quite  large,  and  taken  in  conjunc- 
tion with  what  is  known  to  be  coming  it  is  believed  to  be  sufficient  to 
keep  the  mills  going  at  the  present  rate  for  six  months  longer.  The 
large  manufacturers  have  become  pretty  well  recoTiciled  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  their  product,  from  a  conviction  that  the  jusiness  had  already 
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been  overdone  and  must  have  ceased  to  yield  iuiy  returns  had  it  been 
continued  longer  on  the  former  scale. 

Such  being  the  ruined  condition  of  the  old  programme  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  direct  attention  to  the  preparation  of  something 
new.  The  chief  support  of  the  latest  schemes  is  to  be  traced  to  the  sup- 
posed policy  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French.  It  is  believed  here  that  he 
lias  already  made  overtures  to  the  British  Government  to  enter  a  pro- 
test against  the  blockade  as  in  manner  and  substance  t(jo  cruelly  effect 
ive  in  some  respects  and  very  ineffective  in  others.  It  is  also  affirmed 
that  he  begins  to  consider  it  time  to  agitate  the  subject  of  recognition 
of  the  Confederate  States.  I  cannot  say  that  the  evidence  that  has 
been  furnished  to  me  on  these  points  is  entirely  satisfactory,  but  it  is 
suffl  ciently  so  to  make  it  my  duty  to  mention  it.  Doubtless  your  sources 
of  information  in  Paris  will  give  you  more  precise  knowledge  of  the 
truth  tban  1  can  do  here. 

My  main  purpose  in  alluding  to  it  is  to  call  your  attention  to  a  singu- 
lar development  made  of  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Confederate  emis- 
saries here  with  a  view  to  fortify  the  movement  of  their  allies  in  this 
country.  The  substance  of  it  has  been  disclosed  by  a  publication  in 
the  Edinburg  Scotsman,  a  well-conducted  paper  whose  sources  of 
information  I  have  heretofore  found  to  be  good.  I  take  from  its  issue 
on  Saturday  last,  the  11th  of  January,  the  following  extract : 

There  exists  iu  London  an  active  and  growing  party  including  iiiivuy  members  of 
Parliament  having  for  its  object  an  immediate  recognition  of  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy on  certain  understood  terras.  This  Jiarty  is  in  communication  with  the  quasi 
rej)ieseutative8  of  the  South  in  London  and  gives  out  that  it  sees  its  way  to  a  desir- 
alile  arrangement.  Our  information  is  that  the  South  acting  through  its  Loudon 
agents  is  at  least  willing  to  have  it  Jinderstood  that  in  consideration  of  immediate 
rcc(>;;iiitiou  and  the  disregard  of  the  p.ajier  blockade  it  would  engage  for  these  three 
things:  A  treaty  of  free  trade,  the  prohibition  of  all  import  of  slaves,  and  the  free- 
dom of  all  blacks  born  hereafter.  It  will  easily  be  seen  that  if  any  such  terms  were 
offered  (but  we  hesitate  to  believe  the  last  of  them)  a  i>resBUie  in  favor  of  the  South 
will  come  upon  the  British  Government  from  more  than  one  formidable  section  of  our 
public. 

I  have  reason  for  believing  that  some  such  project  as  this  has  been 
actually  entertained  by  the  Confederate  emissaries.  Tlie  pressure  of 
the  popular  feeling  against  slavery  is  so  great  here  that  their  friends 
feel  it  impossible  to  hope  to  stem  it  without  some  such  plea  in  extenu- 
ation as  can  be  made  out  of  an  offer  to  do  something  for  ultimate 
emancipation. 

Of  course  no  man  acquainted  with  the  true  state  of  things  in  America 
can  believe  lor  an  instant  the  existence  of  one  particle  of  good  faith  in 
any  prolessions  of  this  kind  that  may  be  countenanced  by  the  rebel 
emissaries  here.  But  I  have  thought  it  might  not  be  without  its  use  to 
recommend  that  the  fact  of  their  sanction  of  such  an  agitation  should 
be  made  known  pretty  generally  in  the  United  States  especially  among 
the  large  class  of  the  friends  of  the  Union  in  the  border  States. 

If  the  issue  of  this  contest  is  to  be  emancipation  with  the  aid  of 
(Jreat  Britain  surely  the  object  for  wliich  the  rebellion  against  our  Gov- 
ernment was  initiated — the  protection  and  perpetuation  of  slavery — 
ceases  to  be  a  motive  for  resisting  it  further. 

If  the  course  of  the  emissaries  here  be  unauthorized  it  ought  to  be 
exposed  here  to  destroy  all  further  confidence  in  them.  If  on  the  con- 
trary it  be  authorized  it  should  be  equally  exposed  to  the  people  in  the 
slave-holding  States.  In  either  event  the  eyes  of  the  people  both  in 
Europe  and  x^merica  will  be  more  effectually  opened  to  a  conviction  of 
the  nature  and  certain  consequences  of  this  great  struggle. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  rHANCIS  ADAMS. 
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[Trjinalation.] 

Uepaktment  01'  Foreign  Affairs, 

Paris,  January  I'J,  1802. 

M.  Henri  Merciee,  Minister  of  France  ut  Washington. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  dispatch  *  *  *  which  coufiims  the  news 
of  the  restitution  of  JMessrs.  Mason  and  Slidell.  You  already  know 
what  has  been  the  satisfaction  which  the  Government  of  the  Emperor 
has  derived  from  this. 

I  now  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  attesting-  tliat  the  communication 
which  you  were  instructed  to  present  to  the  cabinet  of  Washington  was 
received  in  the  same  spirit  of  cordial  frankness  that  insinred  it  and 
that  the  Government  of  the  Emperor  was  not  mistaken  in  its  expecta- 
tion of  finding  the  United  States  maintaining  that  position  upon  which 
they  had  been  a  long  time  in  accord  with  France  in  defense  of  the  same 
principles. 

Keceive,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

THOUVEXEL. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Vienna,  January  20,  18(12. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  No  dispatches  have  been  recjeived  from  the  Department  of  State 
at  this  legation  since  my  last.  The  purpose  of  this  brief  communica- 
tion is  simply  to  express  my  sincere  congratulations  ujjon  the  able  ami 
honorable  manner  in  which  the  dangers  created  by  the  Trent  affair  have 
been  averted. 

I  have  not  thought  it  a  part  of  my  duty  to  obtrude  my  reflections 
or  my  advice  upon  the  Government  whilst  this  matter  was  pending. 
Even  had  the  administration  required  assistance  from  abroad — which 
as  the  event  has  proved  it  did  not — there  were  not  wanting  able  heads 
and  liands  at  London  and  Paris  to  communicate  everything  of  impor- 
tance in  the  way  of  counsel  or  information.  Nor  do  1  desire  now  that 
this  momentous  affair  is  so  fortunately  terminated  to  occupy  the  time 
of  the  Department  with  any  Deflections  of  my  own. 

I  will  merely  state  therefore  that  during  this  anxious  period  of  sus- 
pense— during  the  six  weeks  which  have  elapsed  between  the  arrival  of 
the  news  of  the  arrest  of  the  commissioners  and  that  of  their  libera- 
tion— I  have  held  without  wavering  one  language  in  all  my  comumnica- 
tions  with  the  members  of  the  Government  here  and  with  the  rei)re- 
sentatives  of  foreign  jiowers — that  our  Government  would  do  all  that 
was  i)ossible  in  honor  and  iu  consistency  with  international  law  to  avoid 
a  rupture  with  England.  I  have  always  taken  the  ground  that  our 
whole  history  showed  us  to  have  been  uniformly  the  champions  of  the 
rights  of  neutrals  and  of  the  largest  liberty  of  tlie  seas,  and  that  1 
could  not  imagine  under  so  trivial  a  temptation  that  we  were  now  likely 
to  abandon  our  most  cherished  principles  iu  exchange  for  the  violent  and 
law  less  practice  too  often  ])ursned  by  England  when  belligerent  to  our- 
selves and  other  powers  Avhen  neutral.  1  knew  that  the  administration 
of  our  affairs  was  in  the  hands  of  upright  and  sagacious  statesmen  and 
T  constantly  expressed  the  hope  that  their  treatment  of  this  untoward 
event  would  signally  put  to  shame  the  unjust  and  venomous  spirit  by 
whiiih  the  Eiigiish  press  with  a  few  most  honorable  excei)tions  has  been 
characterized. 
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I  take  ]>lcaRurc  in  saying  that  the  English  ambassador  here,  Lord 
Bloomtield,  was  as  unaffectedly  sincere  in  liis  desire  for  an  amicable 
settlement  of  the  affair  and  as  magnanimous  and  courteous  in  his  atti- 
tude as  the  best  friend  of  either  country  could  desire.  I  may  add  that 
all  my  colleagues  manifested  the  greatest  anxiety  that  peace  should  be 
])reserved,  although  it  was  very  difficult  for  me  to  inspire  many  of 
them  with  much  of  my  confidence  that  this  fortunate  result  would  be 
secured. 

In  regard  to  the  Imperial  Government  of  Austria  you  have  already 
been  informed  of  their  views  by  the  letters  of  Count  Kechberg  to  His 
Majesty's  representative  at  Washington  of  December  18.  1  had  one  or 
two  interviews  with  the  minister  during  the  interval  of  suspense  and 
took  occasion  to  express  with  much  energy  my  confidence  in  the  pacific 
intentions  of  our  (Tovernnient.  Count  Eechberg  while  enlarging  with 
fervor  on  the  calamitous  results  to  the  world  of  a  rupture  and  a  war 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  stated  his  doubts  whether 
our  Government  Avas  strong  enough  to  resist  the  popular  pressure  or 
bold  enough  to  confiont  the  popular  passion  by  firmly  maintaining  the 
law  even  at  the  risk  of  what  might  seem  like  concession. 

I  told  him  that  the  Americans  were  a  reasonable  and  law-abiding  peo- 
ple; that  if  they  were  convinced  the  demands  of  England  were  founded 
in  justice  and  leason  and  were  not  accom])auied  by  menace  they  would 
sustain  their  Government  in  every  honorable  concession.  The  ]»icture 
of  the  United  States  Government  overborne  by  a  tumultuous,  violent, 
nneducated  and  unreasoning  mob  had  been  painted  by  hostile  and 
foreign  i)encils  and  the  model  did  not  exist  in  nature. 

So  soon  as  the  result  had  so  amply  justified  the  i)redictions  I  had 
ventured  I  had  another  interview  with  Count  liechberg.  The  minister 
in  very  warm  language  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  ])aciflc  termi- 
nation to  this  affair  and  begged  me  to  convey  to  the  President  and  to 
yourself  his  most  sincere  congratnlatious  and  thanks  for  the  able,  tem- 
perate, courageous  and  statesmanlike  manner  in  which  the  Govern- 
menthadborneitselfthroughout  these  trying  circumstances.  Especially 
he  commended  the  concluding  disp.atch  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
Lord  Lyons. 

Lord  Bloomfleld  too  expressed  to  me  his  deep  satisfaction  that  the 
danger  of  war  between  the  two  nations  had  been  averted  and  his  ho])e 
that  more  amicable  relations  than  ever  might  succeed  to  this  mutual 
misunderstanding.  Nearly  every  one  of  my  colleagues  here  have 
ex]>ressed  themselves  to  the  same  effect  and  in  the  strongest  terms, 
and  all  compliment  aiid  congratulate  the  United  States  Government 
ui)0u  the  prudent  and  honorable  course  which  it  has  adojited.  TJiese 
expressions  have  been  so  S])ontane()us  and  energetic  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  the  feeling  of  relief  which  is  experienced  in  this  part  of 
the  continent  bj'  the  removal  of  the  impending  danger. 

The  reasons  why  the  Government  here  should  deprecate  a  great  mar- 
itime conflict  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  with  its 
inevitable  results  in  Europe  are  too  obvious  to  need  comment.  More- 
over the  consequence  of  this  affair  has  been  to  draw  from  the  great 
])owers  strong  vindications  of  the  rights  of  neutrals  and  of  the  freedom 
of  the  seas,  always  cherished  by  the  United  States  when  neutral,  and 
it  is  the  general  feeling  that  a  victory  has  been  gained  for  humanity 
and  civilization  by  the  issue  of  the  Trent  affair.  It  may  be  confidently 
asserted  that  there  is  no  true  friend  to  America  nor  to  humanity  that 
does  not  sincerely  rejoice  in  the  decision  of  the  President. 
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You  are  too  well  acquainted  through  your  able  representative.s  in 
England  and  France  with  the  state  of  public  feeling  in  those  countries 
to  require  any  allusion  to  it  on  my  part.  Nevertheless,  as  I  maintain  a 
constant  private  correspondence  with  influential  persons  of  various  par- 
ties in  England  I  may  take  the  liberty  of  stating  that  the  cause  of  our 
Governmentis  strengthened  in  public  ojiinion  by  therecent  events.  The 
idea  which  has  been  so  carefully  planted  and  nurtured  in  England  that 
our  Government  desired  to  force  that  country  into  a  war  in  order  to 
escape  from  a  dilemma  at  home  and  to  cover  our  incapacity  to  deal 
Avith  the  Southern  insurrection— this  idea  which  to  our  minds  seems 
hkc  tlie  weak  delusion  of  a  sick  man's  brain— has  taken  possession  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  English  population.  Profligate  and  unscru- 
pulous writers  and  speakers  have  done  their  best  to  perpetuate  the 
delusion  until  it  has  become  almost  an  article  of  the  national  creed.  Tlie 
conduct  of  the  United  States  Government  in  the  Trent  affair  has  as  I 
am  assured  by  eminent  persons  in  England  done  much  to  dispel  the 
Action. 

hi  rejinrd  to  the  British  public  no  doubt  there  is  a  considerable  and 
iiiflncntial  i)oitiou  which  coidially  detests  the  United  States,  its  institu- 
tions, its  government,  its  people,  and  earnestly  desires  its  downiall. 
Among  this  portion  there  is  a  less  numerous  but  a  noisy  and  ferocious 
faction  which  is  anxious  for  a  war  with  us  and  will  make  the  most  of 
every  y)retext  as  they  have  already  done  of  the  Trent  aflair  to  precipitate 
hostilities  and  to  throw  the  weight  of  the  English  nation  on  the  side 
of  the  slave  Confederacy.  These  are  not  theories  but  facts  within  my 
knowledge.  The  slave-holders  have  many  warm  partisans  in  England 
and  in  France.  On  the  other  hand  there  are  inany  in  England  who  do 
not  love  us  but  who  for  selflsh  reasons  would  deprecate  hostilities  if 
lliey  can  be  honorably  avoided.  And  again  there  is  a  large,  powerful 
mass  who  warndy  sympathize  with  our  cause.  The  anti-slavery  feeling 
in  England  is  so  strong  that  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  Southern 
partisans  to  persuade  the  Uritish  public  that  slavery  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  American  civil  war,  and  this  ridiculous  notion  has  found 
many  believers  in  liurope.  It  is  gravely  asserted  by  many  who  pass 
in  the  world  for  reasonable  beings  that  the  secessioa  was  brought  about 
by  Southern  opposition  to  tariffs  and  by  the  love  of  free  trade !  It  is 
su])erfluous  to  say  that  the  victims  of  this  delusion  see  in  the  recog- 
nition of  the  slave-holders'  Confederacy  an  additional  expansion  for 
English  markets  combined  with  the  weakening  of  a  hated  rival. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHEOP  MOTLEY. 

Depaei'ment  op  State,  Washington,  January  23,  1862. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c. 

Sir:  *  *  *  We  are  embarrassed  by  the  attitude  of  the  British 
Government  in  regard  to  the  entei'tainment  it  gives  in  its  ])orts  to 
pirates  engaged  Avithout  advantage  to  any  loyal  or  humane  interest  in 
tlie  world  in  destroying  our  national  couinierce — a  commerce  only  less 
important  to  Great  Britain  than  it  is  to  the  American  people.  The 
President  cannot  but  regard  this  misfortune  as  a  consequence  of  pre- 
cipitancy on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  which  might  well 
have  been  avoided.  I  await,  however,  before  giving  you  instructions 
n])on  the  subject  for  the  advices  which  are  expected  to  indicate  if  not 
determine  the  future  course  of  the  British  Government  in  regard  to 
our  domestic  affairs. 
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Judging  from  present  appearances  just  what  was  required  of  us  by 
foreign  nations  with  unreasonable  impatience  is  now  in  good  time 
being  accomplished.  Federal  forces,  strong,  well  appointed  and  supe- 
rior in  numbers,  with  all  the  needful  material  and  means  for  effective 
action,  confront  the  insurrection  on  every  side.  Its  resources  and 
strength  are  inadequate  to  resist  the  pressure,  and  it  is  expected  soon 
to  give  way.    »     *     * 

We  hear  continually  of  purposes  entertained  by  portions  of  the 
British  people  to  induce  their  Government  to  lend  itself  to  the  aid  of 
the  insurrection.  Our  arguments  against  such  an  injurious  proceeding 
have  been  already  made  known.  We  have  moreover  put  ourselves 
upon  the  practice  of  justice  and  liberality  toward  the  British  nation  and 
people  in  all  our  intercourse  with  them. 

1  do  not  know  therefore  that  we  can  do  more  than  wait  for  the 
threatened  development  and  meet  it  as  we  best  can,  if  it  must  come. 
Happily  every  day  that  passes  finds  us  a  people  more  united  and  deter- 
mined in  maintaining  and  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  llepublic. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


FOEEIGN  Offick,  [Xow,f7o«,J  January  23,  1862. 
[Lord  Lyons,  ^Yashin(J^on.] 

My  Lokd  :  I  mentioned  in  my  dispatch  of  the  10th  instant*  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  differed  from  Mr.  Seward  in  some  of  the  conclu- 
sions at  which  he  had  arrived,  and  that  I  should  state  to  you  on  a  future 
occasion  wherein  these  differences  consisted.  I  now  proceed  to  do  so. 
It  is  necessary  to  observe  that  I  propose  to  discuss  the  questions  in- 
volved in  this  correspondence  solely  on  the  principles  of  international 
law. 

JNIr.  Seward  himself  speaking  of  the  capture  of  the  four  gentlemen 
taken  from  on  board  the  Trent  says :  "The  question  before  us  is  whether 
this  proceeding  was  authorized  by  and  conducted  according  to  the  law 
of  nations."  This  is  in  fact  the  nature  of  the  question  which  has  been 
but  happily  is  no  longer  at  issue.  It  concerned  the  respective  rights 
of  belligerents  and  of  neutrals.  We  must  therefore  discard  entirely  from 
our  minds  the  allegation  that  the  captured  persons  were  rebels  and  we 
must  consider  them  only  as  enemies  of  the  United  States  at  war  with 
its  Government,  for  that  is  the  ground  on  which  Mr.  Seward  ultimately 
places  the  discussion.  It  is  the  only  ground  upon  which  foreign  govern- 
ments can  treat  it. 

The  first  inquiry  that  arises  therefore  is  as  Mr.  Seward  states  it,. 
"W^ere  the  persons  named  and  their  supposed  dispatches  contraband 
of  war?"  Upon  this  question  Her  Majesty's  Government  differ  entirely 
from  Mr.  Seward.  The  general  right  and  duty  of  a  neutral  power  to 
maintain  its  own  communications  and  friendly  relations  with  both  bellig- 
erents cannot  be  disputed. 

A  neutral  nation  [says  Vattel]  contiuncH  with  the  two  parties  at  war  in  the  several 
relations  nature  has  placed  between  nations.  It  is  ready  to  perform  toward  both  of 
them  all  the  duties  of  humanity  reciprocally  due  from  nation  to  nation. 

In  the  performance  of  these  duties  on  both  sides  the  neutral  nation 
has  itself  a  most  direct  and  material  interest;  especially  when  it  has 
numerous  citizens  resident  in  the  territories  of  both  belligerents;  and 
when  its  citizens  resident  both  there  and  at  home  have  property  of 

*  See  Eusscll  to  Lyons,  p.  1170. 
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great  value  in  the  territories  of  the  belligerents  which  may  be  exposed 
to  danger  from  acts  of  conflscation  and  violence  if  the  protection  of  their 
own  Government  should  be  withheld. 

This  is  the  case  with  respect  to  British  subjects  during  the  present 
civil  war  in  North  America.  Acting  upon  these  jirinciples,  Sir  William 
Scott  in  the  case  of  the  Caroline  during  the  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  France  decided  that  the  carrying  of  dispatches  from  the  French 
ambassador  resident  in  the  United  States  to  tlie(iovernmentof  France 
by  an  U.  S.  merchant  ship  was  no  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the 
United  States  in  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  that 
such  dispatches  could  not  be  treated  as  contraband  of  war. 

The  iientral  country  [he  said]  has  a  right  to  preserve  its  relations  with  the  enemy, 
au<l  yon  are  not  at  liberty  to  conclude  that  any  communication  between  them  can 
partake  in  any  degree  of  the  nature  of  hostility  against  yon.  The  enemy  may  have 
his  hostile  projects  to  be  attempted  with  the  neutral  State,  but  your  reliance  is  on 
the  integrity  of  tliat  neutral  State,  that  it  Tvill  not  favor  nor  participate  in  such 
designs  but  as  far  as  its  own  councils  and  actions  are  concerned  will  oppose  them. 
And  if  there  should  be  private  reasons  to  suppose  that  this  confidence  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  neutral  State  has  a  doubtful  foundation  that  is  matter  for  the  caution 
of  the  government  to  be  counteracted  by  just  measures  of  preventive  policy;  but  it 
is  no  ground  on  which  this  court  can  pronounce  that  the  neutral  carrier  has  violated 
his  duty  by  bearing  dispatches  which  as  far  as  he  cau  know  may  be  presumed  to  be 
ot  an  innocent  nature  .^nd  in  the  maintenance  of  a  pacific  connection. 

And  he  continues  shortly  afterward : 

It  is  to  be  considered  also  with  regard  to  this  question  what  may  be  due  to  the 
convenience  of  the  neutral  State;  for  its  interests  may  recjuire  that  the  intercourse 
of  correspondence  with  the  enemy's  country  should  not  be  altogether  interdicted. 
It  might  be  thought  to  amount  almost  to  a  <Ieclaratiou  that  an  ambassador  from  an 
enemy  shall  not  reside  in  the  neutral  State  if  he  is  declared  to  be  debarred  Irom  the 
only  means  of  communicating  -with  his  own.  For  to  what  useful  purpose  can  he 
reside  there  without  the  opportunities  of  such  a  communication*  It  is  too  ranch  to 
say  that  all  the  business  of  the  two  States  shall  be  transacted  by  the  minister  of  the 
neutral  State  resident  in  the  enemy's  country.  The  practice  of  nations  has  allowed 
to  neutral  States  the  privilege  of  receiving'  ministers  from  the  belligerent  .States, 
and  the  use  and  convenience  of  an  immediate  negotiation  with  them. 

That  these  principles  must  necessarily  extend  to  every  kind  of  diplo- 
matic communication  between  government  and  government,  whether 
by  sending  or  receiving  ambassadors  or  commissioners  personally  or  by 
sending  or  receiving  dispatches  from  or  to  such  ambassadors  or  com- 
missioners, or  from  or  to  the  respective  governments,  is  too  plain  to 
need  argument;  and  it  seems  no  less  clear  that  such  communications 
must  be  as  legitimate  and  innocent  in  their  first  commencement  as 
afterward,  and  that  the  rule  cannot  be  restricted  to  the  case  in  which 
diplomatic  relations  are  already  formally  established  by  the  residence 
of  an  accredited  minister  of  the  belligerent  power  in  the  neutral  coun- 
try. It  is  the  neutrality  of  the  one  party  to  the  communications  and 
not  either  the  mode  of  the  communication  or  the  time  when  it  first 
takes  place  which  furnishes  the  test  of  the  true  application  of  the 
principle. 

The  only  distinction  arising  ont  of  the  peculiar  circumstaTices  of  a 
civil  war  and  of  the  uon -recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  de  facto 
government  of  one  of  the  belligerents  either  by  the  other  belligerent 
or  by  the  neutral  power  is  this,  that — 

For  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  diihculties  which  might  arise  from  a  formal  and 
positive  solution  of  these  <iuestions  diplomatic  agents  are  frequently  substituted  who 
are  clothed  with  the  powers  and  enjoy  the  immunities  of  ministers,  though  they  are 
not  invested  with  the  representative  character  nor  entitled  to  diplomatic  honors.* 

•  Wheaton:  "Elements,"  Part  III,  Chap.  1,  sec.  5. 
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Upou  this  footing  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  who  are  expressly  stated 
by  Mr.  Seward  to  have  been  sent  as  pretended  ministers  plenipotentiary 
from  the  Southern  States  to  the  courts  of  Saint  James  and  of  Paris 
must  have  been  sent,  and  would  have  been  if  at  all  received;  and  the 
reception  of  these  gentlemen  upon  this  footing  could  not  have  been 
justly  regarded  according  to  the  law  of  nations  as  a  hostile  or  unfriendly 
act  toward  the  United  States. 

Ifor  indeed  is  it  clear  that  these  gentlemen  would  have  been  clothed 
with  any  powers  or  have  enjoyed  any  immunities  beyond  those  accorded 
to  diplomatic  agents  not  oflQcially  recognized.  It  appears  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  be  a  necessary  and  certain  deduction  from 
these  principles  that  the  conveyance  of  public  agents  of  this  character 
from  Havana  to  Saint  Thomas  on  their  way  to  Great  Britain  and  France 
and  of  their  credentials  or  dispatches  (if  any)  on  board  the  Trent  was 
not  and  could  not  be  a  violation  of  the  duties  of  neutrality  on  the  part 
of  that  vessel,  and  both  for  that  reason  and  also  because  the  destina- 
tion of  these  persons  and  of  their  dispatches  was  bona  flde  neutral  it  is 
in  the  judgment  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  clear  and  certain  that 
they  were  not  contraband. 

The  doctrine  of  contraband  has  its  whole  foundation  and  origin  in 
the  principle  which  is  nowhere  more  accurately  explaiTied  than  in  the 
following  passage  of  Bynkershoek.  After  stating  in  general  terms  the 
duty  of  impartial  neutrality  he  adds : 

Et  sane  id,  quod  modo  dicebam,  non  tantuin  ratio  docet,  Bed  ct  usns,  inter  omnes 
fere  gcntcs  receptus.  Qnamvia  enim  libera  sint  cum  amicorum  iiostroTuui  hostibus 
commercia,  usu  tamen  placuit,  lie  alterutrum  h is  rebus  juvemus,  quibus  bellum  contra 
nniicos  nostros  instruatur  et  foveatur.  Non  licet  igitur  alterutri  ndveliere  ea,  quibus 
iu  bello  $;ereudo  opus  habet;  ut  sunt  tormenta,  arma,  et  quorum  prascipuus  in  bello 
usus,  uiilites.  «  «  "  Optimo  jure  interdictum  est,  ne  quid  eorum  hostibus  sub- 
mi  nistremus;  quia  bis  rebus  U08  ipai  quodammodo  videremur  amicis  uostris  bellum 
facere. 

The  principle  of  contraband  of  war  is  here  clearly  explained  and  it 
is  impossible  that  men  or  dispatches  which  do  not  come  within  that 
principle  can  in  this  sense  be  contraband.  The  penalty  of  knowingly 
carrying  contraband  of  war  is  as  Mr.  Seward  states  nothing  less  than 
the  confiscation  of  the  ship;  but  it  is  impossible  that  this  penalty  can 
be  incurred  when  the  neutral  has  done  no  more  than  employ  means 
usual  among  nations  for  maintaining  his  own  proper  relations  with 
one  of  the  belligerents.  It  is  of  the  very  essence  of  the  definition  of 
contraband  that  the  articles  should  have  a  hostile  and  not  a  neutral 
destination. 

Goods  [says  Lord  Stowell]  going  to  a  neutral  port  cannot  come  under  the  descrip- 
tion of  contraband,  all  goods  going  there  being  equally  lawful.  »  *  »  The  rule 
respecting  contraband  as  I  have  always  understood  it  is  that  articles  must  be  taken 
ill  delicto — in  the  actual  prosecution  of  the  voyage  to  an  enemy's  port. 

On  what  just  principle  can  it  be  contended  that  a  hostile  destination 
is  less  necessary  or  a  neutral  destination  more  noxious  for  constituting 
a  contraband  character  in  tlie  case  of  public  agents  or  dispatches  than 
in  the  case  of  arms  and  ammunition? 

Mr.  Seward  seeks  to  support  his  conclusion  on  this  point  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  well-known  dictum  of  Sir  William  Scott  in  the  case  of  the 
Caroline  that  "you  may  stop  the  ambassador  of  your  enemy  on  his 
passage;"  and  to  another  dictum  of  the  same  judge  in  the  case  of  the 
Orozembo  that  civil  functionaries  "if  sent  for  a  purpose  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  hostile  operations"'  may  fall  under  the  same  rule  with 
persons  whose  employment  is  directly  military.  These  quotations  are 
sua  it  seems  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  irrelevant.    The  words  of 
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Sir  W.  Scott  are  in  both  cases  applied  by  Mr.  Seward  in  a  sense  differ- 
ent from  that  in  wliich  they  are  used.  Sir  William  Scott  does  not  say 
that  an  ambassador  sent  from  a  belligerent  to  a  neutral  State  may  be 
stopped  as  contraband  while  on  his  passage  on  board  a  neutral  vessel 
belonging  to  that  or  any  other  neutral  State;  nor  that  if  he  be  not 
contraband  the  other  belligerent  would  have  any  right  to  stop  him  on 
such  a  voyage.  The  sole  object  Sir  William  Scott  had  in  view  was  to 
explain  the  extent  of  the  limits  of  the  doctrine  of  the  inviolability  of 
ambassadors  in  virtue  of  that  character,  for  he  says : 

The  limits  that  are  assigned  to  the  operations  of  war  against  them  by  Vattel  and 
otlier  -writers  upon  the  subject  are  that  you  may  exercise  your  right  of  war  against 
them  wherever  the  character  of  hostility  exists.  You  may  stop  the  ambassador  of 
your  enemy  on  his  passage,  but  when  lie  has  arrived  and  has  taken  upon  him  the 
ifunctious  "of  his  office  and  has  been  admitted  in  his  representative  character  he 
becomes  a  sort  of  middle  man  entitled  to  peculiar  privileges,  as  set  apart  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  relations  of  amit}'  and  peace,  in  maintaining  -which  all  nations  are  in 
some  degree  interested. 

There  is  certainly  nothing  in  this  passage  from  which  an  inference 
can  be  drawn  so  totally  opposed  to  the  general  tenure  of  the  whole 
judgment  as  that  an  ambassador  proceeding  to  the  country  to  which  he 
is  sent  and  on  board  a  neutral  vessel  belonging  to  that  country  can  be 
stopped  on  the  ground  that  the  conveyance  of  such  an  ambassador  is 
a  breach  of  neutrality,  which  it  must  be  if  he  be  contraband  of  war. 
Sir  William  Scott  is  here  expressing  not  his  own  opinion  merely  but 
the  doctrine  which  he  considers  to  have  been  laid  down  by  writers  of 
authority  upon  the  subject.  No  writer  of  authority  has  ever  suggested 
that  an  ambassador  proceeding  to  a  neutral  State  on  board  one  of  its 
merchant  ships  is  contraband  of  war.  The  only  writer  named  by  Sir 
William  Scott  is  Vattel,  whose  words  are  these : 

On  peut  encore  .ittaquer  et  arrcter  ses  gens  (t.  c,  gens  de  I'ennemi)  partout  oil  on 
a  la  libertiS  d'exercer  des  actes  d'hostilitfi.  Non  seulement  done  on  peut  justemeut 
refuser  le  passage  aux  ministres  qu'un  ennemi  envoy6  a  d'autres  souverains ;  on  les 
arrete  meme,  s'i)s  entreprenneut  de  passer  secr6tement  et  sans  permission  dans  les 
lieux  dont  on  est  maitre. 

And  he  adds  as  an  example,  the  seizure  of  the  French  ambassador 
when  passing  through  the  dominions  of  Hanover  during  war  between 
PJngland  and  France  by  the  King  of  England,  who  was  also  Sovereign 
of  Hanover.  The  rule  therefore  to  be  collected  from  these  authorities 
is  that  yoix  may  stop  an  enemy's  ambassador  in  any  place  of  which 
you  are  yourself  the  master  or  in  any  other  place  where  you  have  a 
right  to  exercise  acts  of  hostility.  Your  own  territory  or  ships  of  your 
own  country  are  places  of  which  you  are  yourself  the  master.  The 
enemy's  territory  or  the  enemy's  ships  are  places  in  which  you  have  a 
right  to  exercise  acts  of  hostility.  Neutral  vessels  guilty  of  no  violation 
of  the  laws  of  neutrality  are  places  where  you  have  no  right  to  exercise 
acts  of  hostility.  It  would  be  a  perversion  of  the  doctrine  that  ambas- 
sadors have  peculiar  privileges  to  argue  that  they  are  less  protected 
than  other  men.  The  right  conclusion  is  that  an  ambassador  sent  to  a 
neutral  power  is  inviolable  on  the  high  seas  as  well  as  in  neutral 
waters  while  under  the  protection  of  the  neutral  flag. 

The  other  dictum  of  Sir  William  Scott  in  the  case  of  the  Orozembo  is 
even  less  pertinent  to  the  present  question.  That  related  to  the  case 
of  a  neutral  ship  which  upon  the  effect  of  the  evidence  given  on  the  trial 
was  held  by  the  court  to  have  been  engaged  as  an  enemy's  transport  to 
convey  the  enemy's  military  oflQcers  and  some  of  his  civil  ofiflcers,  whose 
duties  were  intimately  connected  with  military  operations,  from  the 
enemy's  country  to  one  of  the  enemy's  colonies  which  was  about  to  be  the 
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theater  of  those  operations — the  whole  being  done  under  color  of  a 
simulated  neutral  destination.  But  as  long  as  a  neutral  government 
within  whose  territory  no  military  operations  are  carried  on  adheres  to 
its  profession  of  neutrality  the  duties  of  civil  officers  on  a  mission  to 
that  government  and  within  its  territory  cannot  possibly,  be  "  connected 
with"  any  "military  operations"  in  the  sense  in  which  these  words  were 
used  by  Sir  William  Scott,  as  indeed  is  rendered  quite  clear  by  the 
passages  already  cited  from  his  own  judgment  in  the  case  of  the  Car- 
oline. In  connection  with  this  part  of  the  subject  it  is  necessary  to 
notice  a  remarkable  passage  in  Mr.  Seward's  note  in  which  he  says  : 

I  assume  in  the  preseut  case — what  as  I  read  British  authorities  is  regarded  by 
Great  liritain  herself  as  true  maritime  law — that  the  circumstances  that  the  Trent 
was  proceeding  from  a  neutral  port  to  another  neutral  port  does  not  modify  the  right 
of  the  belligerent  capture. 

If  indeed  the  immediate  and  ostensible  voyage  of  the  Trent  had  been 
to  a  neutral  port  but  her  ultimate  and  real  destination  to  some  port  of 
the  enemy  her  Majesty's  Government  might  have  been  better  able  to 
understand  the  reference  to  British  authorities  contained  in  this  pas- 
sage. It  is  undoubtedly  the  law  as  laid  down  by  British  authorities, 
that  if  the  real  destination  of  the  vessel  be  hostile  (that  is,  to  the  enemy 
or  the  enemy's  country)  it  cannot  be  covered  and  rendered  innocent 
by  a  fictitious  destination  to  a  neutral  port.  But  if  the  real  terminus 
of  the  voyage  be  bona  fide  in  a  neutral  territory  no  English  nor  indeed 
as  her  Majesty's  Government  believe  any  American  authority  can  be 
found  which  has  ever  given  countenance  to  the  doctrine  that  either  men 
or  dispatches  can  be  subject  during  such  a  voyage  and  on  board  such 
a  neutral  vessel  to  belligerent  capture  as  contraband  of  war. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  regard  such  a  doctrine  as  wholly  irrecon- 
cilable with  the  true  principles  of  maritime  law,  and  certainly  with 
those  principles  as  they  have  been  understood  in  the  courts  of  this 
country.  It  is  to  be  further  observed  that  packets  engaged  in  the 
postal  service  and  keeping  up  the  regular  and  periodical  communica- 
tions between  the  different  countries  of  Europe  and  America  and  other 
parts  of  the  world  though  in  the  absence  of  treaty  stipulations  they 
may  not  be  exempted  from  visit  and  search  in  time  of  war,  nor  from 
the  penalties  of  any  violation  of  neutrality  if  proved  to  have  been 
knowingly  committed,  are  still  when  sailing  in  the  ordinary  and  inno- 
cent course  of  their  legitimate  employment  which  consists  in  the 
conveyance  of  mails  and  passengers  entitled  to  peculiar  favor  and 
protection  from  all  Governments  in  whose  service  they  are  engaged. 
To  detain,  disturb  or  interfere  with  them  without  the  very  gravest 
cause  would  be  an  act  of  the  most  noxious  and  injurious  character  not 
only  to  a  vast  number  and  variety  of  individual  and  private  interests 
but  to  the  public  interests  of  neutral  and  friendly  Governments. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  dwell  upon  these  points  in  some  detail  because 
they  involve  principles  of  the  highest  importance  and  because  if  Mr. 
Seward's  arguments  were  acted  upon  as  sound  the  most  injurious  conse- 
queiices  might  follow.  For  instance  in  the  present  war  according  to 
Mr.  Seward's  doctrine  any  packet-ship  carrying  a  Confederate  agent 
from  Dover  to  Calais  or  from  Calais  to  Dover  might  be  captured  and 
carried  to  New  York.  In  case  of  a  war  between  Austria  and  Italy  the 
conveyance  of  an  Italian  minister  or  agent  might  cause  the  capture  of 
a  neutral  packet  plying  between  Malta  and  Marseilles  or  between  Malta 
and  Gibraltar,  the  condemnation  of  the  ship  at  Trieste  and  the  confine 
ment  of  the  minister  or  agent  in  an  Austrian  prison.  So  in  the  late 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  France  on  the  one  hand  and  Kussia  on 
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the  other  a  Russian  minister  going  from  Hamburg  to  Washington  in  an 
American  ship  might  have  been  brought  to  Portsmouth,  the  ship  might 
have  been  condemned  and  the  minister  sent  to  the  Tower  of  London. 
So  also  a  Confederate  vessel  of  war  might  capture  a  Gunard  steamer 
on  its  way  from  Halifax  to  Liverpool  on  the  ground  of  its  carrying  dis- 
patches from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

In  view  therefore  of  the  erroneous  principles  asserted  by  Mr.  Seward 
and  the  consequences  they  involve  Her  Majesty's  Government  think  it 
necessary  to  declare  that  they  would  not  acquiesce  in  the  capture  of 
any  British  merchant  ship  in  circumstances  similar  to  those  of  the 
Trent  and  that  the  fact  of  its  being  brought  before  a  prize  court  though 
it  would  not  alter  the  character  would  not  diminish  the  gravity  of  the 
offense  against  the  law  of  nations  which  would  thereby  be  committed. 

Having  disposed  of  the  question  whether  the  persons  named  and 
their  supposed  dispatches  were  contraband  of  war  I  am  relieved  from 
the  necessity  of  discussing  the  other  questions  raised  by  Mr.  Seward, 
namely,  whether  Captain  Wilkes  had  lawfully  a  right  to  stop  and  search 
the  Trent  for  these  persons  and  their  supposed  dispatches;  whether 
that  right  assuming  that  he  possessed  it  was  exercised  by  him  in  a 
lawful  and  proper  manner,  and  whether  he  had  a  right  to  capture  the 
persons  found  on  board. 

The  fifth  question  ])ut  by  Mr.  Seward,  namely  whether  Captain  Wilkes 
exercised  the  alleged  right  of  capture  in  the  manner  allowed  and  recog- 
nized by  the  law  of  nations  is  resolved  by  Mr.  Seward  himself  in  the 
negative. 

I  [will  not]  conclude,  however,  without  noticing  one  very  singular 
passage  in  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch.    Mr.  Seward  asserts  that- — 

If  the  safety  of  this  Union  required  the  detention  of  tlie  captnred  persons  it  would 
be  the  right  and  duty  of  this  Government  to  detain  them. 

He  proceeds  to  say  that  the  waning  proportions  of  the  insurrection 
and  the  comparative  unimportance  of  the  captured  persons  themselves 
forbid  him  from  resorting  to  that  defense.  Mr.  Seward  does  not  here 
assert  any  right  founded  on  international  law  however  inconvenient  or 
irritating  to  neutral  nations.  He  entirely  loses  sight  of  the  vast  differ- 
ence which  exists  between  the  exercise  of  an  extreme  right  and  the 
commission  of  unquestionable  wrong.  His  frankness  compels  me  to  be 
equally  open  and  to  inform  him  that  Great  Britain  could  not  have  sub- 
mitted to  the  perpetration  of  that  wrong  however  flourishing  might 
have  been  the  insurrection  in  the  South  and  however  important  the 
persons  captured  might  have  been. 

Happily  all  danger  of  hostile  collision  on  this  subject  has  been  avoided. 
It  is  the  earnest  hope  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  similar  dangers 
if  they  should  arise  maybe  averted  by  peaceful  negotiations  conducted 
in  the  spirit  which  befits  the  organs  of  two  great  nations. 

I  request  you  to  read  this  dispatch  to  Mr,  Seward  and  give  him  a 
copy  of  it. 

1  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  24,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  lam  glad  to  perceive    *     *     *    that  the  Government  is  fully 
alive  to  a  sense  of  the  growing  danger  of  European   interference  in 
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Aiiit'ricaii  affairs.  The  indications  of  this  disposition  have  become  far 
more  decided  since  the  expectations  formed  from  the  case  of  the  Trent 
have  been  disappointed.  The  first  pretext  seized  on  in  France  and 
eagerly  caught  up  liere  has  beeu  the  alleged  destruction  of  the  harbor 
of  Charleston,  and  so  impressible  is  the  popular  mind  in  both  coun- 
tries to  any  unfavorable  representation  of  our  action  that  many  of  those 
really  well  disposed  joined  in  the  clamor  even  before  they  were  pos- 
sessed of  any  of  the  facts.  The  next  will  be  the  inefQciency  of  the 
blockade  or  else  its  excessive  severity.  And  so  it  will  go  on  until  the 
public  opinion  shall  be  worked  up  to  the  proper  pitch  to  sanction  a  pos- 
itive interference.  Already  the  Observer,  one  of  the  newspapers  occa- 
sionally used  as  an  organ  of  the  minister,  has  distinctly  alluded  to  the 
necessity  of  another  Navarino,  whilst  another,  the  Globe,  in  a  more 
subdued  tone  hints  with  equal  significance  at  the  expediency  of  an  armed 
iuterveutiou  to  put  a  stop  to  the  war. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  favorable  indications  developed  for  a  few 
days  after  the  reception  of  the  answer  in  the  case  of  the  Trent  are  not 
brightening.  We  are  now  preparing  for  the  meeting  of  Parliament 
when  the  course  of  the  ministry  will  be  more  clearly  defined  and  the 
temper  of  the  House  of  (Jommons  be  tested.  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power 
to  fortify  the  action  of  our  friends,  but  in  order  to  do  so  efl'ectually  it 
will  be  necessary  for  me  to  be  kept  continually  informed  of  the  views  of 
the  Government  on  any  and  all  the  questions  that  are  likely  to  come  into 
controversy,  I  have  already  been  asked  to  give  some  light  about  the 
l)<)licy  in  filling  up  the  [Charleston]  harbor  of  which  I  have  no  informa- 
tion. Yet  I  am  well  convinced  that  nothing  will  long  avail  to  prevent 
a  recognition  if  not  i)Ositive  intervention  unless  it  be  success  in  the 
field  at  home.  The  latest  accounts  of  the  state  of  things  in  the  insur- 
gent country  as  shown  from  their  own  newspapers  have  done  something 
to  check  confidence  heretofore  felt  in  the  solidity  of  their  situation. 
Any  information  of  an  authentic  character  touching  the  efficiency  of 
the  blockade,  or  their  resources,  their  domestic  condition,  the  disposi- 
tion of  tlie  slaves  and  their  political  objects  which  could  be  supplied  to 
me  might  be  used  to  some  advantage.  The  impression  has  been  that 
they  embody  all  the  wisdom,  all  the  military  skill  and  all  the  propriety 
of  deportment  to  be  found  in  America.  We  ^'ho  know  the  truth  may 
smile  at  this  singular  hallucination,  but  the  fact  if  not  corrected  will  be 
not  the  less  an  element  in  the  formation  of  an  ultimate  policy  iu  Europe. 

In  conclusion  I  will  venture  to  say  that  the  course  of  events  in  America 
during  the  next  six  weeks  mustiu  a  great  measure  determine  the  future 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  For  it  is  they  and  they  only 
which  can  control  the  manner  in  which  foreign  nations  will  make  up 
their  minds  hereafter  to  consider  them.  And  in  this  sense  the  absence 
of  action  will  be  almost  equally  decisive. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

ISaint  Petersburg,  January  24, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  &c. 

Sir:  I  called  on  Prince  (iortchakoft'  today  at  his  own  request  when 
he  read  me  the  letter  which  he  had  already  dispatched  to  Barou  de 
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Stoeekl  congratulating  our  Government  upon  its  late  adjustment  of  the 
Trent  affair.  The  letter  you  will  perceive  is  well  written  and  very 
favorable  in  its  tone  to  our  Government. 

He  asked  what  I  thought  of  its  publication  here  within  a  week.  I 
said  it  was  somewhat  unusual,  but  the  British  Government  had  pub- 
lished diplomatic  correspondence  before  it  was  complete  by  arrival  at 
its  destination.  He  added  if  I  thought  it  would  aid  us  in  this  crisis  of 
public  formation  of  opinion  iu  Europe  that  he  would  have  it  then  put 
in  the  official  paper,  being  the  Saint  Petersburg  Journal.  I  told  him  I 
liked  the  style  and  spirit  of  the  letter  and  believed  it  would  greatly 
forward  our  interests  by  its  immediate  publication.  He  responded  that 
he  was  anxious  to  do  us  all  the  good  offices  possible  (without  interfering 
directly  in  our  home  troubles)  as  the  great  American  nation  and  that 
he  would  then  publish  it  at  once. 

He  then  repeated  to  me  his  wishes  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union. 
He  expressed  his  fears  if  any  reverse  should  happen  to  us  that  Eng- 
land would  at  once  make  common  cause  with  the  South,  acknowledge 
her  independence  and  finally  break  down  the  power  of  the  Eepublic. 
He  said  iu  addition  that  if  Ave  should  succeed  iu  conquering  the  South 
that  we  would  have  a  sore  and  discontented  population  upon  our  hands 
which  would  ever  prove  a  source  of  weakness,  and  that  he  felt  that 
we  ought  to  make  a  generous  offer  of  reconciliation  to  the  South.  I 
responded  that  I  agreed  with  him ;  that  we  were  always  and  were  now 
ready  to  deal  justly  and  generously  with  the  South  should  she  be  will- 
ing to  listen  to  reason,  but  failing  to  hear  our  appeals  that  we  would 
war  it  out  to  the  bitter  end  before  we  would  allow  our  natural  bounda- 
ries to  be  broken  by  them. 

I  must  confess  that  I  very  much  fear  England's  interference.  My 
first  impressions  in  Europe  are  not  changed  nor  weakened  but  rather 
strengthened.  Nothing  but  quick  and  effective  success  will  save  us  from 
foreign  enemies.  If  slavery  could  be  rooted  out  of  our  system  I  think 
any  Siicrifice  of  life  and  money  now  would  not  be  too  much  to  pay  for 
such  consummation. 

But  as  it  seems  now  to  be  determined  to  stand  by  slaveholders'  rights 
though  all  others  may  perish  I  confess  I  think  that  urgent  appeals 
ought  to  be  made  at  once  to  the  South  to  save  itself  by  accepting  anew 
the  Constitution  and  the  Union  with  all  guaranties  of  slavery  as  of  old 
unequivocally  expressed.  This  should,  however,  be  a  secret  and  con- 
fidential proffer  of  the  administration  without  making  its  publication 
demoralize  the  troops  and  the  country.  For  my  part  I  venture  to  sug- 
gest that  the  President  send  one  of  his  most  able  diplomatists  to  Jeff. 
Davis'  government  in  an  unoflScial  way  with  the  olive  branch,  ready 
upon  the  gaining  of  any  victory  of  importance  on  our  part  to  win  him 
back  to  allegiance. 

You  think  you  can  trust  England.  I  do  not.  So  I  would  prepare  at 
once  for  a  war  with  that  power  as  an  inevitable  result  of  any  reverses 
which  would  prevent  a  subjection  of  the  South  before  the  Ist  of  April 
next.  But  you  may  have  sources  of  forming  an  opinion  which  are  not 
open  to  me.  I  tell  you  simply  how  I  look  at  this  issue.  One  thing  is 
certain :  war  or  no  war  Portland  Harbor  ought  to  be  at  once  fortified  in 
the  most  permanent  and  effective  manner. 

The  tones  of  European  Governments  are  greatly  changed  since  the 
rendition  of  Mason  and  Slidell.  If  England  now  seeks  a  quarrel  with 
us  we  will  have  all  liberal  Europe  on  our  side.  But  she  never  cares 
what  people  think  when  she  sees  her  way  open  to  success.  Upon  our 
own  strong  right  arm  we  must  rest. 
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I  trust  you  will  pardou  me  for  so  often  venturlug  to  make  suggestions 
in  reference  to  our  home  affairs.  My  anxiety  about  the  issue  must 
plead  my  apology. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  CLAY. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  31, 1862. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.  [London.] 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  January  10  has  been  received.  If  it  be  true 
as  you  seem  to  think  possible  that  we  nave  only  averted  an  occasion 
for  the  hostilities  which  the  British  Government  indicated,  and  have 
not  at  all  removed  the  cause  of  those  hostilities,  we  still  have  every 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  our  course  in  the  Trent  affair. 

The  American  people  could  not  have  been  united  in  a  war  which 
being  waged  to  maintain  Captain  Wilkes'  act  of  force  would  have 
practically  been  a  voluntary  war  against  Great  Britain.  At  the  same 
time  it  would  have  been  a  war  in  1861  against  Great  Britain  for  a 
cause  directly  the  opposite  of  the  cause  for  which  we  waged  war 
against  the  same  power  in  1812.  We  shall  practice  toward  Great 
Britain  not  only  justice  but  moderation  and  even  liberality  in  all  the 
exciting  transactions  which  this  unhappy  domestic  contest  of  ours 
shall  produce. 

We  have  not  left  Great  Britain  in  doubt  of  our  own  confidence  in 
our  ability  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Union  or  of  our  grounds 
for  it  notwithstanding  the  embarrassment  which  we  experienced  in  the 
indirect  support  which  the  insurgents  derive  from  nations  whose  rights 
we  have  invariably  respected. 

We  are  not  unaware  nor  do  we  complain  of  the  impatience  in  Europe 
which  exacts  from  us  quick  and  conclusive  victories.  We  can  excuse 
it  because  even  among  ourselves  at  home  there  is  a  failure  to  appre- 
hend that  the  insurrection  has  disclosed  itself  over  an  area  of  vast 
extent,  and  that  military  operations  to  be  successful  must  be  on  a  scale 
heretofore  practically  unknown  in  the  art  of  war.  At  the  same  time 
we  are  not  unaware  of  the  fact  that  the  impatience  of  European 
nations  is  due  chiefly  to  the  inconveniences  which  they  suffer  from  the 
contest  and  not  to  a  careful  consideration  of  the  strength  and  energies 
of  the  parties  engaged  in  it.  We  have  every  motive  they  can  have 
and  many  other  infinitely  stronger  motives  for  bringing  the  war  to  the 
speediest  possible  successful  conclusion. 

W^e  expect  that  Great  Britain  will  realize  not  only  this  truth  but 
another  important  one,  namely,  that  any  solution  of  this  controversy 
by  a  division  of  the  Union  would  be  detrimental  to  British  commerce 
and  to  British  prestige.  Believing  this  we  expect  that  Great  Britain 
will  not  become  a  party  in  the  contest  against  the  United  States.  If 
insensible  to  these  considerations  the  British  Government  shall  inter- 
vene then  Ave  must  meet  the  emergency  with  the  spirit  and  resolution 
which  become  a  great  people. 

The  tone  of  the  public  virtue  is  becoming  sounder  and  stronger 
everyday.  Military  and  naval  operations  go  on  with  success  hindered 
only  by  the  weather  which  for  almost  a  month  has  rendered  the  coasts 
unsafe  and  the  roads  impassable. 

I  have  observed  that  the  British  people  were  satisfied  with  the  vigor 
and  energy  of  the  preparations  which  their  Government  made  for  the 
war  which  they  expected  to  occur  between  them  and  ourselves.  It 
may  be  profitable  for  us  all  to  reflect  that  the  military  and  naval  prepa- 
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rations  which  have  been  made  by  this  Government  to  put  down  the 
insurrection  have  every  day  since  the  1st  day  of  May  last  equaled  if 
not  surpassed  the  daily  proportion  of  those  war  preparations  which 
were  regarded  as  so  demonstrative  in  Great  Britain. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


LkctAtion  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  31,  1862. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Siii:  The  expectations  of  a  declaration  of  some  kind  from  the  Em- 
peror of  the  French  on  the  subject  of  the  American  difficulty  which 
might  be  made  the  basis  of  an  agitation  here  have  been  disajjpointed. 
Whatever  is  to  be  done  must  be  originated  in  Parliament  by  the  avowed 
friends  of  the  rebels. 

All  the  particular  grounds  of  complaint  against  the  United  States 
have  been  successively  removed  from  under  them.  The  parties  seized 
in  the  Trent  are  now  safe  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  blocking 
up  of  Charleston  Harbor  is  shown  to  be  no  real  grievance.  The  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  blockade  is  the  only  remaining  proposition  which  it  is 
attempted  to  support  by  evidence.  Even  that  would  be  met  by  proof 
drawn  from  the  admissions  made  by  the  insurgents  at  home  if  it  could 
have  been  supplied  in  a  tolerably  authentic  form.  I  regret  that  I  have 
not  at  my  command  any  official  tabular  statement  of  the  number  of 
vessels  turned  off  or  taken  during  the  period  of  the  blockade  or  evi- 
dence of  the  price  of  the  various  commodities  of  foreign  growth  or 
manufacture  rendered  scarce  by  the  operations  of  the  blockading  force. 
But  inasmuch  as  the  Government  is  obviously  disinclined  to  sustain 
an  objection  of  this  kind  just  now  the  probability  is  that  nothing  will 
be  made  out  of  it. 

There  is  then  not  a  particle  of  solid  material  for  the  dissatisfaction 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States  based  on  its  own  policy  to 
make  a  quarrel  out  of  Kesort  must  then  be  had  to  the  simple  objec- 
tion that  the  rebellion  has  not  been  suppressed.  This  will  be  urged  as 
justifiable  cause  for  early  recognition ;  and  upon  that  issue  the  sense  of 
the  House  of  Commons  will  probably  be  sooner  or  later  taken.  At  this 
moment  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  strength  of  parties  or  the  char- 
acter of  thedivision.  The  impression  is  that  the  conservatives  generally 
favor  such  a  measure  of  which  thus  far  I  see  no  evidence  beyond  the 
general  tendency  of  one  or  two  newspapers  in  that  interest  which  1 
have  had  occasion  to  suspect  not  to  be  trustworthy  organs. 

I  am  rather  inclined  to  the  belief  that  this  subject  has  not  yet 
become  a  party  question  in  the  eyes  of  the  members  of  either  side. 
Each  individual  therefore  indulges  in  his  particular  opinion.  There  is 
no  knowing  how  soon  it  may  become  so.  That  will  depend  upon  the 
chances  of  making  anything  out  of  it  in  case  of  a  conflict.  The,  ministry 
are  notoriously  feeble  in  Parliament  whilst  the  conservatives  are  strong 
only  whilst  confining  themselves  strictly  within  a  negative  position. 
Hence  the  situation  of  both  parties  rests  equally  upon  an  avoidance  at 
least  for  the  present  of  test  questions.  Lord  Palmerston  is  sufficiently 
popular  to  make  it  hazardous  to  attempt  to  dislodge  him  by  a  coup  de 
main  in  Parliament  which  would  inevitably  be  followed  by  a  formidable 
opijosition  headed  by  him.  The  more  eligible  course  has  thus  far  been 
thought  to  be  to  await  the  moment  which  can  not  be  long  delayed  of 
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his  retreat,  when  Lord  Derby  is  expected  to  be  siimnioued  to  take  his 
place  with  the  consent  of  all  but  the  radical  section  of  the  people.  This 
will  be  an  era  for  the  reconstruction  of  parties. 

Such  has  been  the  programme  down  to  the  assembling  of  Parliament. 
Wliat  shape  things  Avill  take  afterward  it  is  impossible  to  predict.  That 
the  American  question  is  to  be  a  serious  element  in  any  calculation  of 
its  action  everything  conspires  to  make  us  believe.  I  shall  endeavor  so 
far  as  it  may  be  within  my  power  to  keep  you  informed  of  the  move- 
ments as  they  occur. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

■  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  31, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  There  is  a  good  deal  of  feeling  amoug  the  workingmen  in  this 
country  on  the  subject  of  America  and  the  treatment  experienced  by 
the  Government  of  tha  United  States  at  the  hands  of  the  leading  news- 
papers. I  have  already  received  an  ofScial  copy  of  the  proceedings  of 
one  public  meeting  held  in  London,  which  being  addressed  only  to  me 
1  have  thought  it  sufficient  to  notice  simply  by  a  letter  of  acknowledg- 
ment. 

This  day  I  have  received  a  visit  from  Mr.  Bcal  who  has  placed  in  my 
hands  a  copy  of  the  resolutious  passed  at  another  meeting  in  a  different 
])art  of  the  town  and  herewith  transmitted  with  a  request  that  I  would 
forward  them.  1  told  Mr.  Eeal  that  it  was  not  the  desire  of  the  Gov- 
ernment through  me  to  attempt  to  influence  the  public  opinion  of  Great 
liritain  or  its  policy  by  any  action  whatsoever,  but  that  I  should  cheer- 
fully accede  to  his  request  to  forward  the  resolutions  to  my  Government 
as  a  simple  expression  of  good  will  which  I  did  not  doubt  would  be 
received  by  it  with  the  greatest  pleasure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

[Inclosure.l 

9  Charles  Street,  Portman  Square, 

January  29,  1862. 
His  Excellency  The  American  Minister. 

Honorable  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  you  with  the  inclosed 
resolutions  passed  at  a  meeting  of  workingmen  at  the  New  Hall,  Edg- 
ware  road,  on  Monday  evening,  January  27,  18(32. 
1  am,  sir,  .your  obedient  servant, 

H.  BEAL. 

[Sub-inclosuro  ] 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment : 

The  following  resolutions  passed  at  a  meeting  of  workingmen,  held  at 
the  New  Hall,  Edgware  road,  on  Monday  evening,  January  27, 1802: 

That  tliis  meeting  is  of  opinion  tliat  the  rebel  agents,  Mason  and  Sliclell,  now  on 
their  way  from  America  to  Englanil  are  utterly  unworthy  the  moral  sympathies  of 
tlie  working  classes  of  this  conntry  inasmuch  as  they  hold  property  in  slaves  and  are 
the  avowed  agents  of  a  tyrannical  faction  now  in  rebellion  against  the  Republic  lu 
America,  and  are  the  sworn  enemies  against  the  social  and  political  rights  of  the 
working  classe   ot  ah  countries. 
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That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  cousideiing  the  ill-disguised  efforts  of  the 
Times  and  other  misleading  journals  to  misrepresent  public  opinion  here  on  all 
American  questions  to  embroil  us  on  any  pretext  in  war  with  millions  of  our  kinsmen, 
to  decry  democratic  institutions  under  the  trials  to  which  the  Republic  is  exposed,  it 
is  the  duty  of  workingmen  especially  as  unrepresented  in  the  national  Senate  to 
express  their  sympathy  with  the  United  States  in  their  gigantic  struggle  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union ;  to  denounce  the  flagrant  dishonesty  and  slave-holding 
advocacy  of  the  Times  and  kindred  journals  of  the  aristocracy  and  to  exercise  an 
emphatic  expression  of  public  opinion  in  favor  of  the  strictest  interpretation  of  the 
doctrine  of  non-intervention  in  the  affairs  of  the  United  States;  in  favor  of  the 
reference  of  all  disputes  which  may  arise  to  arbitration  or  to  the  settlement  by  com- 
missioners specially  appointed  by  each  State ;  to  denounce  the  war  policy  of  the 
stockjobbing  journals,  and  to  give  expression  to  the  warmest  sympathy  with  the 
Abolitionists  of  America  in  their  efforts  to  convert  the  struggle  to  an  ultimate 
settlement  of  the  slavery  question. 

Signed  ^n  behalf  of  the  committee. 

THOMAS  STEDMAN, 

Chairman. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  3, 1802. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  17th  ultimo  was  received  on  the  1st  instant 
by  the  same  mail  which  brought  to  Lord  Lyons  the  reply  of  Earl  Rus- 
sell to  the  note  of  the  British  minister  which  conveyed  my  answer  on 
the  subject  of  the  capture  of  the  Trent.  A  copy  of  that  reply  was  deliv- 
ered to  me  by  Lord  Lyons. 

This  paper  and  other  official  communications  from  London  authorized 
us  to  suppose  that  the  friendly  relations  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  are  now  established  on  a  permanent  foundation.  A  note 
addressed  by  M.  Tlionvenel  to  Mr.  Mercier  has  been  submitted  by  him 
to  me,  which  is  regarded  as  assuring  us  that  France  too  entertains  no 
designs  injurious  or  unfriendly  to  the  United  States.  I  need  not  say  that 
this  information  was  received  by  the  President  with  very  sincere 
pleasure.    *    *    * 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  5, 1862. 
James  S.  Pike,  Esq.,  &c.,  The  Hague. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  attention  and  diligence 
in  giving  me  information  of  the  action  of  opinion  on  the  continent  in 
regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  question  concerning  the  Trent,  and  also 
for  your  speculations  concerning  the  probable  future  course  of  European 
opinion  upon  the  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Incidents  and  even  accidents,  domestic  and  foreign,,  enter  much  into 
all  the  estimates  which  can  be  formed  on  either  side  of  the  ocean. 
There  will  be  incidents  and  accidents  in  the  future  as  there  have  been  in 
the  past  and  these  cannot  now  be  foreknown.  I  think  I  have  hereto- 
fore said  to  you  that  I  had  perceived  any  opinion  discovered  in  Europe 
is  only  a  later  appearance  there  of  an  opinion  which  had  already  mani- 
fested itself  among  ourselves. 

Practically  the  American  people  were  dismayed  by  the  outbreak  of 
the  rebellion.  Europe  accepted  it  as  already  completed.  The  Amer- 
ican people  rallied  and  Europe  considered.  The  American  people 
recoiled  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  Europe  pronounced  the  question 
ended.  The  American  people  were  confident  of  success  and  Europe 
admitted  the  hopefulness  of  their  affairs  until  the  Trent  question  came 
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up.  The  American  people  thought  that  war  waged  by  Great  Britain 
against  us  when  we  were  divided  would  be  calamitous.  Europe  decided 
that  it  would  be  ruinous. 

Just  now  the  tide  of  success  is  with  us ;  the  strength  of  our  position 
is  seen  and  felt  by  ourselves  and  acknowledged  by  the  insurgents.  If 
we  go  on  as  we  have  begun  making  progress  against  the  insurrection, 
and  if  at  the  same  time  we  practice  justice  in  all  our  dealings  with  for- 
eign nations  I  feel  assured  that  European  States  will  consider  well 
before  they  engage  in  a  war  against  us  in  violation  of  all  moral  right 
and  with  such  questionable  prospects  of  benefits  to  themselves. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  February  7, 1863. 
M.  Henri  Mercier,  &c. 

Sir  :  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  expressing  to  you  my 
gratification  with  which  the  President  has  received  the  cordial  assur- 
ances of  good  will  and  satisfaction  in  the  disposition  of  the  affair  of  the 
Trent  conveyed  to  this  Government  in  M.  Thouvenel's  dispatch  to  you 
of  the  19th  of  January  which  you  in  so  obliging  a  manner  read  to  me, 
and  a  copy  of  which  at  my  request  you  delivered  to  me  on  Saturday 
last. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  the  European  States  will  on  no  occasion  more  than 
on  the  one  which  has  just  passed  have  reason  to  doubt  that  the  United 
States  while  acting  loyally  to  themselves  will  at  the  same  time  prove 
loyal  also  to  the  best  principles  and  traditions  of  their  history. 

It  shall  not  be  a  fault  on  their  part  if  emerging  from  their  present 
troubles  they  do  not  retain  the  respect,  good  will  and  fraternal  sympa 
thy  of  all  enlightened  nations.  Have  the  goodness  in  your  own  way  to 
make  these  sentiments  known  to  M.  Thouvenel. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  7,  1862. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  »  *  •  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  Her 
Majesty's  speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  together  with  the  Morn- 
ing Post  newspaper  of  this  morning  giving  a  report  of  the  debate  in  the 
two  Houses  yesterday  on  the  address.* 

It  will  be  perceived  that  both  Lord  Eussell  and  Lord  Palmerston 
announce  quite  distinctly  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  maintain 
its  present  position.  The  position  of  Lord  Derby  on  the  other  hand  is 
somewhat  equivocal  and  would  seem  to  imply  an  organized  movement 
if  it  were  not  for  the  firmer  tone  of  Mr.  D'Israeli  in  the  other  House.  On 
the  whole  the  expression  of  sentiment  so  far  as  it  goes  is  favorable.  The 
debate  will  however  take  quite  a  different  shape  when  it  comes  to  the 
questions  presented  in  detail.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  a 
movement  will  then  be  made  in  whatever  direction  may  be  thought  most 

*  Inclosures  omitted. 
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likely  at  the  moment  to  be  favorable  to  the  insurgents.  The  earnest- 
ness with  which  it  will  be  pressed  will  largely  depend  on  the  nature  of 
the  intelligence  received  from  the  United  States. 

I  see  by  the  newspapers  that  Mr.  Yancey  has  embarked  in  a  steamer 
to  the  West  Indies  on  his  way  home.  He  has  laboi  ed  indefatigably 
upon  the  newspaper  press  and  not  without  a  good  deal  of  success.  It 
is  said  though  1  know  not  Avith  what  truth  that  large  sums  have  been 
expended  in  this  direction.  The  condition  of  the  press  is  now  so  pecu- 
liar in  this  country  that  it  is  unusually  open  to  sucli  inilueiices.  Ihave 
not  time  to  explain  the  reasons  for  this  statement  for  they  run  deeply 
into  the  moral  and  political  condition  of  the  people.  At  some  future 
moment  I  may  make  it  the  subject  of  a  particular  comnmnication. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 


New  York,  February  ]J,  1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

SiK:  The  Jura  which  arrived  at  Portland  last  night  with  foreign 
news  to  the  31st  gives  the  following  as  an  extract  from  the  French 
Emperor's  speech : 

The  civil  war  -which  desolates  America  has  greatly  compromised  our  commercial 
interests;  so  long,  however,  as  the  rights  of  ueiitrals  are  respected  we  must  confine 
ourselves  to  expressing  wishes  for  an  early  termination  of  these  dissensions. 

The  steamer  La  Plata  with  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  on  board 
arrived  at  Southampton  on  the  29th.    They  were  courteously  received 
but  no  demonstration  was  made.    Mr.  Mason  at  latest  dates  remained 
in  London  but  Slidell  has  proceeded  to  Paris. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  S.  SANFOED, 
Amerimn  Telegraph  Company. 

Depautment  of  State,  Washington,  February  17,  1862. 
J.  LoTHUOP  JVloTLEV,  Es(i.,  &c.,   Vienna. 

Silt:  Your  dispatch  of  January  liO*  has  been  received.  I  am  very 
glad  to  learn  that  our  disposition  of  the  Trent  affair  is  regarded  with 
so  much  favor  by  the  Austrian  Government  and  in  the  diplomatic  circle 
at  Vienna. 

We  have  not  been  insensible  to  the  impatience  which  you  describe 
as  existing  in  Europe  for  a  speedy  termination  of  our  uiihappy  civil 
war  and  to  the  possible  danger  of  foreign  intervention  if  it  should  be 
unreasonably  protracted.  It  has  seemed  very  obvious  to  me  that  this 
foreign  impatience  is  most  unreasoning  and  most  unjust.  Yet  I  have 
felt  no  disposition  to  complain  of  it.  It  was  only  a  reflex  of  the  same 
popular  impatience  exhibited  in  our  own  country.  In  Europe  it  is 
naturally  enough  aggravated  by  the  absence  of  those  weighty  political 
interests  which  have  at  home  so  unavailingly  counseled  prudence  and 
patience  in  a  conflict  in  whicli  not  merely  partial  or  temporary  interests 
are  involved  but  in  which  the  national  integrity  and  even  the  national 
existence  are  at  stake. 

*  See  p.  1182. 
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Military  and  naval  successes,  however,  are  in  good  time  rewarding 
the  careful  and  elaborate  measures  of  the  Government,  l^ojiular 
apprehension  and  distrust  have  already  vanished  before  these  tri- 
umphs so  signally  indicative  ot  the  complete  restoratioTi  of  the  national 
authority,  and  we  may  therelore  justly  expect  similar  results  in  Europe. 
The  toleration  that  could  not  be  allowed  there  to  a  republic  that  seemed 
unfortunate  will  perhaps  not  be  denied  when  it  is  seen  that  it  can  when 
it  becomes  necessary  defend  itself  with  powers  surpassing  those  of  a 
limited  monarchy  or  despotisni. 

Uuder  no  other  form  of  constitution  could  any  nation  have  encoun- 
tered with  so  much  resolution  and  vigor  a  revolution  so  formidably 
instituted  for  the  extension  of  human  slavery.  Perhaps  just  now  in 
the  light  of  our  more  cheering  prospects  this  extraordinary  feature  of 
our  cause  may  again  be  recognized  iu  Europe. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM   H.  SEWAED. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Berlin,  February  17,  1802. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  *  *  *  Your  reply*  to  the  Prussian  note  on  the  Trent  affair 
which  the  newspapers  have  published  has  been  very  well  received 
everywhere,  and  the  Union  success  in  Kentucky  is  causing  universal 
rejoicing  as  the  harbinger  of  the  speedy  overthrow  of  the  rebellion. 
May  the  ardent  hopes  it  has^iveii  rise  to  not  again  be  disappointed. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

KB.  JUDD. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  21,  1802. 
Kight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  «&c. 

My  Lord:  I  have  submitted  to  the  President  the  copy  of  the 
instruction  from  Earl  Eussell+  which  you  left  with  me  and  which  bears 
the  date  of  January  23. 

In  this  paper  Earl  Russell  sets  forth  certain  points  upon  which  the 
British  Government  differs  from  some  of  the  conclusions  which  I  pre- 
sented to  you  in  my  notet  upon  the  Trent  affair  of  the  26th  of  Decem- 
ber last.  It  is  perceived  that  these  differences  do  not  disturb  the 
conclusion  contained  iu  that  paper  upon  which  the  case  of  the  Trent 
was  disposed  of  by  this  Government.  The  differences  stated  by  Earl 
Kussell  involve  questions  of  neutral  rights  in  maritime  warfare  which 
though  of  confessed  imj)ort}ince  are  not  practically  presented  in  any 
case  of  conflict  now  existing  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain. 

It  is  very  desirable,  however,  that  these  questions  shall  be  settled  if 
]tossible  by  an  early  understanding  between  the  two  Governments. 
Nevertheless  Earl  Kussell  J  think  will  agree  with  me  that  they  relate 
only  to  a  part  of  the  international  law  of  maritime  war,  while  there  are 
other  and  kindred  questions  equally  important  and  equally  likely  to 
arise  in  the  disturbed  condition  of  affairs  which  exists  on  this  continent 
and  in  any  conflict  which  may  happen  in  Europe.  All  such  questions 
moreover  affect  not  only  these  two  nations  but  all  the  other  maritime 
powers.  

"  Seward  to  Von  Gerolt,  January  14,  p.  1177. 
t  Kusaell  to  Lyons,  p.  1185; 
X  Seward  to  Lyons,  i).  1145. 
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Earl  Eussell  need  not  be  reminded  that  the  necessity  which  has 
existed  for  meliorations  of  the  law  of  maritime  war  in  regard  to  neu- 
trals has  been  a  subject  of  debates  and  even  of  conventions  of  such 
powers.  The  friendly  relations  which  this  Government  holds  to  such 
powers  require  that  all  that  it  does  in  this  connection  shall  be  done 
with  their  full  knowledge  and  with  an  expressed  desire  for  their 
co-operation.  This  Government  has  taken  an  active  part  in  seeking 
to  promote  such  meliorations  through  such  conventions.  Its  views  on 
this  subject  have  undergone  no  change.  It  will  cheerfully  second  any 
negotiations  to  that  end  which  Great  Britain  or  any  other  maritime 
power  will  inaugurate.  If  it  shall  seem  preferable  it  will  itself  initiate 
such  proceedings.  Our  ministers  accredited  to  such  powers  will  at  an 
early  day  receive  full  instructions  to  this  eftect. 

In  the  meantime  your  lordship  may  assure  Earl  Russell  that  while 
the  United  States  will  justly  claim  as  their  own  the  belligerent  rights 
which  the  customary  practice  allows  to  nations  engaged  in  war  accord- 
ing to  our  present  convictions  there  is  no  melioration  of  the  maritime 
law  or  of  the  actual  practice  of  maritime  war  that  the  leading  maritime 
States  including  Great  Britain  shall  think  desirable  which  will  not  be 
cheerfully  assented  to  by  the  United  States,  even  to  the  most  liberal 
asylum  for  persons  and  the  extreme  point  of  exemi^tiou  of  private 
property  from  confiscation  in  maritime  war. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Washington,  February  21,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  &c. 

Sir:  I  will  without  any  loss  of  time  communicate  to  her  Majesty's 
Government  the  note  which  you  have  to-day  done  me  the  honor  to  write 
to  me  with  regard  to  Earl  Eussell's  dispatch  to  me  of  the  23d  of  last 
month,  on  certain  questions  of  international  law  connected  with  the 
case  of  tlie  Trent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Washington,  February  25, 1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentatives  : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  an  instruction  from  Prince  Gort- 
chakofi'  to  M.  de  Stoeckl,  the  minister  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  llussia  accredited  to  this  Government,  and  of  a  note  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  latter  relative  to  the  adjustment  of  the  ques- 
tion between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  giowing  out  of  the 
removal  of  certain  of  our  citizens  from  the  British  mail  steamer  Trent 
by  order  of  the  commander  of  the  United  States  war  steamer  San 
Jacinto. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

[Inclosnre  No.  1.] 

Saint  Petersburg,  January  ,9, 1862. 
M.  BE  Stoeckl,  &c. 

Sir  :  The  Federal  Government  cannot  doubt  the  lively  interest  with 
which  we  have  followed  the  diverse  phases  of  the  incident  which  has 
lately  held  in  suspense  the  anxious  attention  of  both  worlds. 
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His  Majesty  the  Emperor  has  not  presumed  too  mncli  upon  the 
wisdom  of  the  cabinet  of  Washington  in  resting  convinced  that  it 
would  consult  only  in  these  grave  conjunctures  sentiments  of  justice 
and  of  conciliation  and  the  important  interests  of  the  country. 

It  is  with  the  highest  satisfaction  that  his  Imperial  Majesty  has 
found  his  foresight  confirmed  by  the  determination  which  the  Federal 
Government  has  just  taken. 

Although  it  has  not  yet  come  to  our  knowledge  except  through  the 
channel  of  the  newspapers  our  august  master  has  been  unwilling  to 
delay  transmitting  to  the  President  the  sentiments  with  which  his 
Imperial  Majesty  has  appreciated  this  proof  of  moderation  and  equity 
so  much  the  more  meritorious  because  it  was  rendered  the  more  difficult 
by  national  impulses. 

I  have  no  need  to  add,  sir,  that  by  remaining  faithful  to  the  political 
principles  which  she  has  always  maintained  even  when  those  principles 
were  turned  against  her  and  by  abstaining  from  invoking  in  her  turn 
the  benefit  of  doctrines  which  she  has  always  repudiated  the  American 
nation  has  given  a  proof  of  political  integrity  which  gives  her  incon- 
testable titles  to  the  esteem  and  gratitude  of  all  governments  interested 
in  seeing  the  peace  of  the  seas  maintained,  and  the  principles  of  right 
pervading  over  those  of  force  in  international  relations,  for  the  repose 
of  the  world,  the  progress  of  civilization  and  the  welfare  of  humanity. 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  is  gratified  in  the  hope  that  the  same 
wisdom  and  the  same  moderation  which  dictated  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment its  late  decision  will  alike  preside  over  its  steps  amid  the  internal 
difficulties  with  which  it  finds  itself  at  this  moment  striving. 

The  event  must  have  shown  to  it  how  much  these  difficulties  affect 
its  political  standing;  how  much  they  are  of  a  nature  to  encourage 
aspirations  connected  with  a  diminution  of  the  power  of  the  United 
States,  and  how  much  consequently  it  is  for  its  interest  to  get  through 
with  them  at  the  earliest  day. 

The  Emperor  is  persuaded  that  the  statesmen  who  have  understood 
how  to  appreciate  from  a  point  of  view  so  exalted  the  external  political 
interests  of  their  country  will  understand  equally  well  how  to  ground 
their  internal  policy  above  popular  passions. 

Please  to  convey  to  the  Federal  Government  these  hopes  of  our 
august  master;  and  reiterate  the  assurance  of  the  satisfaction  with 
which  his  Imperial  Majesty  would  see  the  American  Union  again  regain 
strength  through  measures  of  conciliation  which  may  regulate  the  pres- 
ent without  bequeathing  to  the  future  any  seeds  of  discord,  and  again 
enter  upon  the  condition  of  power  and  prosperity  which  we  desire  for 
it  not  only  because  of  the  cordial  sympathy  which  unites  the  two  coun- 
tries but  moreover  because  the  maintenance  of  its  power  interests  iu 
the  highest  degree  the  general  political  equilibrium. 

Eeceive,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  very  distinguished  consideration. 

GOETGHAKOFF. 

[Inclosnre  No.  2.] 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  18, 1862. 
M.  Edward  de  Stoeokl,  &c. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  express  to  you  his  sentiments 
upon  the  dispatch,  concerning  the  adjustment  of  the  Trent  affair 
addressed  to  you  by  Prince  Gortchakott"  which  you  submitted  to  me 
yesterday. 

76  B  R— SERIES  II,  VOL  II 


1202  PRISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

That  paper  is  marked  by  views  comprehensive  equally  of  the  inter- 
ests of  two  continents  and  prospects  of  civilization  for  many  ages, 
while  its  wise  and  prudent  counsels  are  expressed  with  all  the  sincerity 
of  a  friendship  for  the  United  States  that  have  become  the  more  earn- 
est as  the  danger  of  the  situation  seems  to  multiply  and  become  more 
imminent.  I  am  sure,  sir,  that  when  this  unhappy  civil  war  shall  have 
ended  in  the  complete  and  permanent  restoration  of  the  Federal  Union 
upon  its  ancient  and  well-tried  constitutional  foundation  then  the 
fidelity,  constancy,  and  wisdom  with  which  the  Emperor  of  llussia  lent 
his  counsels  and  his  influence  to  this  great  end  will  be  regarded  by 
everybody  with  deep  interest  and  admiration. 

The  relations  of  mutual  confidence  and  friendship  between  a  repub- 
lican power  in  the  west  and  a  great  and  enterprising  and  beneficent 
monarchy  in  the  east  will  afford  new  and  important  guaranties  of 
peace,  order  and  freedom  to  the  nations. 

Will  you,  M.  de  Stoeckl,  add  to  our  many  obligations  by  conveying 
these  sentiments  to  the  Emperor?  In  doing  so  you  will  be  at  liberty 
to  assure  him  that  I  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  to  submit  the 
paper  which  has  elicited  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  American 
people.  Meanwhile  the  passions  in  which  our  unhappy  domestic  strife 
originated  are  subsiding.  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  fraternal  counsels 
of  an  early,  impartial  and  constant  friend  will  reach  the  inmost  heart 
of  a  divided  but  yet  generous  people. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances 
of  my  high  cousideratiou. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  28,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

SiB:  The  Parliamentary  document  containing  the  papers  relating  to 
the  blockade  has  been  issued.  It  may  give  rise  to  some  interrogations 
of  ministers,  but  at  present  there  is  little  probability  of  the  matter 
going  further.  Indeed  I  have  nothing  to  report  that  is  material  on 
American  affairs.  There  is  a  truce  between  the  parties  on  all  exciting 
subjects  occasioned  by  a  general  desire  to  respect  the  affliction  of  the 
Queen.  Apart  from  this  I  think  I  perceive  a  considerable  degree  of 
reaction  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  partly  owing  to  the  natural  sub- 
sidence of  the  exaggerated  sentiment  at  the  time  of  the  Trent  case  and 
partly  to  the  favorable  reports  concerning  the  military  operations  in 
America. 

I  am  confirmed  in  the  opinion  I  have  heretofore  expressed  that 
nothing  else  [military  success]  is  necessary  here  to  maintain  intact  the 
friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Washington,  March  3, 1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  Hottse  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  translation  of  an  instruction  to  the  minister 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Italy  accredited  to  this  Government  and  a 
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copy  of  a  Qote  to  that  minister  from  the  Secretary  of  State  relating  to 
the  settlement  of  the  question  arising  out  of  the  capture  and  detention 
of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States,  passengers  on  board  the 
British  steamer  Trent,  by  order  of  Captain  Wilkes,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN, 

[Inclosure  No.  I.] 

Turin,  January  21,  1862. 
Chevalier  Bertinatti,  Minister  of  Italy  at  Washington. 

M.  Minister:  I  have  just  received  your  dispatch  of  the  30th  of 
December  and  thank  you  for  the  intelligence  you  give  on  the  affair  of 
the  Trent. 

I  need  not  tell  you  with  what  satisfaction  the  Government  and  people 
of  Italy  have  received  the  news  of  the  happy  solution  of  a  question 
which  for  a  moment  put  in  doubt  the  peace  of  the  world. 

Attached  by  the  closest  ties  of  sympathy  to  the  two  nations  which 
have  so  highly  exalted  in  the  two  hemispheres  the  glory  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race  the  royal  Government  was  justly  apprehensive  of  the  con- 
sequences of  the  strife  which  might  have  arisen  between  England  and 
North  America. 

Such  strife  in  effect  whatever  the  issue  could  have  had  only  results 
adverse  to  civilization  and  to  the  general  prosperity;  it  would  have 
shaken  confidence  in  the  principle  of  self-government  which  serves  as 
a  common  basis  for  the  political  institutions  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race 
and  have  brought  on  if  protracted  complications  from  which  the  whole 
world  would  have  suflered. 

Moreover  although  we  should  in  preference  fix  our  attention  on  the 
questions  which  touch  upon  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  work  of 
Italian  unity  we  were  far  from  being  indifferent  to  the  discussion  which 
had  sprung  up  between  America  and  England. 

You  are  not  ignorant,  M.  Minister,  that  the  royal  Government  has 
always  been  attached  to  the  principle  of  the  freedom  of  the  seas.  At 
the  congress  of  Paris  it  united  with  eagerness  in  the  declaration  of 
30th  of  Ajiril,  1856,  and  hoped  that  that  declaration  as  soon  as  it  could 
have  the  assent  of  the  United  States  of  America  would  in  time  become 
the  point  of  departure  for  fresh  progress  in  the  practical  operation  of 
international  law.  Knowing  the  bold  and  persevering  eflbrts  which  the 
Government  at  Washington  had  made  for  fifty  years  past  to  defend  the 
rights  of  neutrals  we  hesitated  to  believe  that  it  desired  to  change  its 
character  all  at  once  and  become  the  champion  of  theories  which  history 
has  shown  to  be  calamitous  and  which  public  opinion  has  condemned 
forever. 

By  continuing  to  remain  attached  to  principles  whose  defense  has 
constituted  one  of  the  causes  of  the  glory  of  North  America  Mr.  Lincoln 
and  his  ministry  have  given  an  example  of  wisdom  and  moderation 
which  will  have  the  best  results  for  America  as  well  as  for  the  European 
nations.  \ 

Be  pleased  then  earnestly  to  felicitate  in  the  name  of  the  King's  gov- 
ernment the  President  and  his  ministry  by  giving  if  requested  a  copy  of 
this  dispatch. 

Accept,  M.  Minister,  the  assurance  of  my  very  distinguished  consid- 
eration, 

KICASOLI. 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  February  19, 1862. 
Chevalier  J.  Bertinatti,  «&c. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  President's  directions  to  express  to  you  the  satisfac- 
tion he  has  derived  from  the  dispatch  which  was  addressed  to  you  by 
Baron  Eicasoli  on  the  subject  of  the  Trent  aftair  a  copy  of  which  you  so 
kindly  put  into  my  hands. 

This  Government  after  a  full  examination  of  the  subject  decided  that 
it  could  not  detain  the  persons  taken  from  the  Trent  by  Captain  Wilkes 
without  disavowing  its  own  liberal  interpretations  of  the  law  of  mari- 
time war.  It  rejoiced  therefore  in  the  accidental  circumstance  that  had 
given  it  an  opportunity  to  show  the  same  devotion  to  the  freedom  of 
commerce  as  a  belligerent  that  it  has  always  before  manifested  as  an 
interested  neutral  power.  If  at  any  time  the  Government  had  enter- 
tained doubts  of  the  wisdom  of  its  proceeding  in  the  case  they  would 
all  now  disappear  at  once  before  the  congratulations  which  it  is  receiv- 
ing from  the  most  generous  and  enlightened  nations  that  have  been  pas- 
sionless observers  of  the  transaction.  Among  those  nations  while  all 
have  spoken  with  cordiality  and  without  reserve  none  has  spoken  with 
truer  magnanimity  or  more  manifest  sincerity  and  earnest  sympathy 
thaTi  the  Kingdom  of  Italy,  the  newest  and  most  free  of  those  nations 
founded  upon  the  principle  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  Her  utter- 
ance comes  evidently  from  the  very  heart  of  a  people  who  yet  remember 
the  sad  experience  how  liberty  is  certainly  lost  through  the  loss  of  their 
national  unity.  Have  the  goodness,  M.  Bertinatti,  to  assure  the  Baron 
Eicasoli  and  through  him  the  great  and  chivalrous  Prince  wlio  reigns 
over  Italy  that  their  persuasions  to  the  restoration  of  the  American 
Union  in  its  amplest  constitutional  proportions  shall  be  early  submitted 
to  the  American  jieople.  They  will  have  more  than  ordinary  prophetic 
weight  as  the  voice  of  a  nation  that  is  risen  from  among  the  dead. 

The  American  Government  and  people  are  unanimous  in  their  wishes 
for  the  peace,  prosperity  and  happiness  of  Italy. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  very  high 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  March  4, 1862. 
J.  LoTHROP  Motley,  Esq.,  &c.,  Vienna. 

Sir:  Your  private  and  unofficial  note  of  February  1*  has  been 
received  though  not  until  this  very  late  day.  In  regard  to  the  condition 
of  our  affairs  in  Europe  it  may  perhaps  upon  the  whole  be  considered 
fortunate  that  the  Trent  affair  occurred,  even  with  all  its  exasperations. 

Passion  is  as  natural  a  condition  for  nations  as  for  individuals.  Seces- 
sion is  a  popular  excitement,  disturbance,  passion.  It  must  needs  have 
occurred  here,  for  this  country  has  submitted  itself  to  the  counsels  of 
prudence  and  reason  in  regard  to  the  disputed  points  of  administration 
as  long  as  even  so  very  practical  a  country  as  this  is  coald  submit. 
Human  nature  it  is  now  seen  could  be  content  no  longer.  It  was  need- 
ful that  the  new  popular  passion  should  culminate  before  it  could  be 
expected  to  subside  and  to  do  this  it  must  have  time.  As  no  one 
could  tell  how  high  the  passion  must  rise  so  no  one  could  tell  how  long 
it  would  require  for  culminating.  The  culmination  would  be  the  point 
of  danger,  the  crisis.    All  other  nations  being  in  some  sort  related  to 

*  Not  found. 
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US  must  be  affected  by  the  passion  wliicb  disturbed  us.  The  more  inti- 
mately related  the  more  profoundly  they  must  be  disturbed.  Great 
Britain  and  France,  most  intiaiately  related,  must  be  the  two  States 
moat  vehemently  excited.  Excitement  would  rise  later  in  those  coun- 
tries than  here  and  would  subside  more  rapidly.  The  culmination  at 
home  or  abroad  could  be  hastened  or  delayed  by  accidents. 

The  Trent  affair  was  such  an  accident.  It  has  served  to  bring  on  the 
crisis.  The  crisis  has  been  reached  and  passed  at  home  and  of  course 
abroad.  Reason  is  beginning  to  regain  its  control  here  and  with  it  the 
Government  is  beginning  to  recover  its  authority.  We  are  having  and 
we  shall  continue  to  have  successes  at  home  and  so  we  may  reckon  on 
peace  abroad. 

I  am,  sir,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  20, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  *  *  *  I  take  it  for  granted  that  even  in  the  midst  of  your 
engrossing  occupations  you  find  sufficient  time  to  glance  at  the  report 
of  the  debates  in  Parliament  on  subjects  of  interest  to  the  United 
States,  and  more  espetsially  on  international  questions  of  rights  on  the 
ocean  and  blockade  in  time  of  war. 

The  most  marked  indication  to  be  observed  is  the  general  sense  of 
uneasiness  at  the  change  operated  in  the  position  of  Great  Britain  as  a 
maritime  power  by  the  enlargement  gradually  making  of  the  privileges 
of  neutral  nations.  Whilst  on  the  opposition  side  you  perceive  a  distinct 
disapproval  of  the  agreement  made  in  1856  at  Paris,  there  is  equally 
perceptible  among  the  ministers  a  disposition  to  seize  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  annul  the  obligations  which  it  has  been  thought  to  impose. 
The  remarks  of  Sir  George  Cornewall  Lewis  upon  the  effects  of  war 
upon  the  measure  regarded  merely  as  a  treaty  and  not  as  new  rules 
incorporated  into  the  international  law  are  full  of  significance.  Lord 
Palmerston  has  been  not  inappropriately  reminded  of  the  difference 
between  the  tone  of  his  speech  at  Liverpool  in  1856  and  of  that  in  the 
late  debate,  whilst  even  Lord  Russell  is  quoted  as  having  expressed 
the  opinion  that  some  modification  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  would 
seem  to  be  almost  indispensable. 

Such  are  the  immediate  effects  of  that  which  at  first  blush  appeared 
to  these  enlightened  gentlemen  a  great  triumph  in  the  case  of  the  Trent. 
Such  are  the  consequences  of  refusing  to  accept  the  adhesion  of  the 
United  States  to  the  declaration  of  Paris  from  an  ovfirzealous  desire 
to  escape  the  effects  of  a  jirecipitate  admission  of  belligerent  rights. 
Both  these  events  have  brought  vividly  to  their  observation  the  con- 
sideration of  the  position  of  Great  Britain  in  the  contingency  of  a.  war 
on  the  ocean.  Like  the  dog  in  the  fable  in  snatching  at  the  shadow 
they  find  they  have  lost  the  solid  meat. 

A  conflict  with  the  United  States  would  as  things  are  now  at  once 
transfer  the  whole  carrying  trade  of  Great  Britain  into  the  hands  of 
the  neutral  nations  of  the  continent  of  Europe.  It  is  now  becoming 
plain  that  without  the  additional  provision  first  suggested  by  Mr. 
Marcy  English  interests  on  the  sea  are  in  great  jeopardy  in  time  of 
war,  and  yet  that  with  the  admission  of  it  the  control  of  the  ocean  is 
forever  lost.   Whichever  way  they  look  there  is  difficulty.    Self-interest 
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beiug  the  cardinal  point  of  the  policy  they  seek  to  pursue  it  is  plain 
that  the  adoption  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  is  a  sacrifice  of  which 
they  are  beginning  to  repent. 

Not  the  least  remarkable  among  the  admissions  made  in  this  debate 
is  that  which  specifies  the  danger  of  a  war  witli  the  United  States  in  the 
event  of  a  persistence  in  their  former  doctrine  respecting  the  cargoes  of 
neutral  ships  at  the  time  of  the  contest  with  Eussia  as  having  been  the 
main  cause  that  prompted  the  concessions  in  that  declaration.  Thus 
it  would  seem  that  the  idea  of  the  growing  power  of  the  United  States 
as  one  nation  is  everywhere  present  to  their  imagination  as  the  great 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  their  continued  domination  of  the  sea.  Can  it 
be  wondered  atif  imder  these  circumstances  the  notion  of  a  permanent 
separation  of  this  power  into  two  parts  one  of  which  can  be  played  off 
against  the  other  were  not  altogether  unwelcome  to  their  hearts? 

To  considerations  of  a  similar  kind  are  we  indebted  for  the  security 
that  has  been  aflforded  to  us  in  our  present  contest  against  interference 
with  the  blockade.  That  there  has  been  and  still  is  a  very  strong 
inclination  in  the  country  to  get  rid  of  it  is  unquestionable.  That  but 
for  its  unavoidable  connection  with  possibilities  of  consequences  in 
other  and  not  very  remote  complications  an  attempt  of  the  kind  would 
have  been  made  1  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe.  The  argument  that 
has  overborne  all  the.se  tendencies  is  drawn  from  the  fear  that  such  a 
step  would  only  lead  in  the  same  direction  with  the  preceding  ones 
taken  at  Paris.  It  would  ultimately  deprive  Britannia  of  her  power 
longer  to  rxile  the  waves.  The  entente  eordiale  with  France  is  not  yet 
hearty  enough  to  make  such  a  result  altogether  acceptable  even  to  the 
fiincy.  Neither  are  the  relations  with  Russia  so  friendly  as  to  render  a 
voluntary  release  of  the  main  instrument  to  keep  lier  in  check  a  prop- 
osition to  be  entertained  with  favor.  For  these  reasons  no  countenance 
will  be  given  to  any  remonstrance  against  our  blockade,  neither  will 
the  general  reasoning  of  Mr.  Cobden  in  favor  of  limiting  the  right  of 
blockade  find  much  response  among  i)eople  in  authority.  Even  the 
admissions  rendered  necessary  to  establish  a  position  in  reclaiming  the 
rebel  emissaries  on  board  the  Trent  will  be  limited  as  far  as  may  be  to 
shut  the  door  against  further  concessions. 

It  will  then  continue  to  depend  upon  the  degree  of  concert  estab- 
lished among  those  nations  of  the  world  which  have  ever  upheld  neutral 
rights  whether  any  real  advance  be  made  in  the  recognized  doctrines 
of  international  law  or  not,  just  as  it  has  done  in  preceding  times. 
Great  Britain  will  concede  only  from  a  conviction  that  snch  a  course  is 
tiie  safest  for  herself.  The  remedy  for  other  countries  is  obvious.  It  is 
to  unite  in  the  labor  of  raising  the  obligations  of  specific  contracts  to 
the  level  of  iiermanent  international  law  and  to  enforce  the  observa- 
tion of  a  consistent  system  of  policy  upon  any  single  power  whenever 
it  may  venture  to  set  up  the  promptings  of  its  immediate  interest  as 
the  only  rule  of  action  it  thinks  proper  to  abide  by. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


CON"FEr)BE.A.TIi;     REPORTS,      CORRESPONDENCli;,     ETC. 

Resolution  adopted  by  the  Confederate  Congress,  February  13,  18C1. 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  That 
a  commission  consisting  of  three  persons  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident as  soon  as  practicable  after  his  arrival  to  proceed  without  delay 
to  Great  Britain,  France  and  other  European  powers,  and  to  act  under 
such  instructions  as  may  be  given  from  time  to  time  by  him. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1207 

An  Act  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  approved  February  27, 1861. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact  : 
Section  1.  That  the  commissioners  authorized  and  directed  to  be 

sent  to  Great  Britain,  France  and  the  European  powers  shall  each 

of  them  receive  a  compensation  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  per  mouth,  to 

commence  from  the  time  of  their  departure  on  their  mission  and  to 

terminate  on  their  return  to  this  Government. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  secretary  shall  accompany  said 

commissioners  who  shall  receive  under  like  condition  a  compensation 

at  the  rate  of  $300  per  month. 


Executive  Department,  August  28, 1861. 
Hou.  Howell  Cobb,  President  of  the  Congress. 

Sir:  I  hereby  nominate  for  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Congress 
the  Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  to  be  commissioner  to  England, 
and  the  Hon.  John  Slidell,  of  Louisiana,  to  be  commissioner  to  France. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Congress, 

August  29,  1861. 
His  ExcelleTicy  Jefferson  Davis. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  officially  that  on  the  29th  day 

of  August  instant  (1861)  the  Congress  did  advise  and  consent  to  the 

nomination  of  James  M.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  to  be  commissioner  to 

England,  and  John  Slidell,  of  Louisiana,  to  be  commissioner  to  France. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  HOOPEK, 
Secretary  of  the  Congress. 

Richmond,  August  29, 1861. 
Hon.  John  Slidell,  New  Orleans,  La. : 

You  have  been  nominated  and  confirmed  this  day  commissioner  to 
France;  Mr.  Mason  confirmed  for  England.  The  commissions  are  sep- 
arate and  distinct.    When  may  we  expect  you?    Telegraph  me. 

WM.  M.  BROWNE. 


Department  of  State,  Richmond,  September  23, 1861. 
Hon  James  M.  Mason,  &c. 

SiiJ :  The  President  desires  that  you  should  proceed  to  London  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible  and  place  yourself  as  soon  as  you  may  be 
able  to  do  so  in  communication  with  the  Government.  The  events 
whicli  have  occurred  since  our  commissioners  had  their  first  interview 
with  Lord  John  Russell  have  placed  our  claims  to  recognition  in  a  much 
stronger  point  of  view;  but  in  presenting  the  case  once  more  to  the 
Britisii  Government  you  ought  again  to  explain  the  true  position  in 
which  we  appear  before  the  world. 

We  are  not  to  be  viewed  as  revolted  provinces  or  rebellious  subjects 
seeking  to  overthrow  the  lawful  authority  of  a  common  sovereign. 
Neitlier  are  we  warring  for  rights  of  a  doubtful  character  or  such  as  are  to 
be  ascertained  ouly  by  implication.    On  the  contrary  the  Union  from 
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which  we  have  withdrawn  was  founded  upon  the  express  stipulations  of 
a  written  instrument  which  established  a  government  whose  powers 
were  to  be  exercised  for  certain  declared  purposes  and  restricted  within 
well  defined  limits.  When  a  sectional  and  dominant  majiority  persist- 
ently violated  the  covenants  and  conditions  of  that  compact  those 
States  whose  safety  and  well-being  depended  upon  the  performance  of 
these  covenants  were  justly  absolved  from  all  moral  obligation  to  remain 
in  such  a  Union.  And  when  the  Government  of  that  IJnion  instead  of 
affording  protection  to  their  social  system  itself  threatened  not  merely 
to  disturb  the  peace  and  security  of  its  people  but  also  to  destroy  their 
social  system  the  States  thus  menaced  owed  it  to  themselves  and  their 
posterity  to  withdraw  immediately  from  a  Union  whose  very  bonds 
prevented  them  from  defending  themselves  against  such  dangers. 

Such  were  the  causes  which  led  the  Confederate  States  to  form  a 
new  Union  to  be  composed  of  more  homogeneous  materials  and  inter- 
ests. Experience  has  demonstrated  to  them  that  a  Union  of  two  differ- 
ent and  hostile  social  systems  under  a  Government  in  which  one  of 
them  wielded  nearly  all  the  power  was  not  only  ill  assorted  but  danger- 
ous in  the  extreme  to  the  weaker  section  whose  scheme  of  society  was 
thus  unprotected. 

Prompted  by  these  teachings  eleven  sovereign  States  bound  together 
by  the  tie  of  a  common  social  system  and  by  the  sympathies  of  identi- 
cal interests  have  instituted  a  new  Confederacy  and  a  new  Government 
which  they  justly  hope  will  be  more  harmonizing  in  its  operations  and 
more  permanent  in  its  existence.  In  forming  this  Government  they 
seek  to  preserve  their  old  institutions  and  to  pursue  through  their 
new  organic  law  the  very  ends  and  purposes  for  which  as  they  believe 
the  first  was  formed.  It  was  because  a  revolution  was  sought  to  be 
made  in  the  spirit  and  ends  of  the  organic  law  of  their  first  union  by 
a  dominant  and  sectional  majority,  operating  through  the  machinery 
of  a  Government  which  was  in  their  hands  and  placed  there  for  differ- 
ent purposes,  that  the  Confederate  States  withdrew  themselves  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  such  a  Government  and  established  another  for 
themselves. 

Their  example  therefore  furnishes  no  precedent  for  the  overthrow  of 
the  lawful  authority  of  a  regular  Government  by  revolutionary  vio- 
lence; nor  does  it  encourage  a  resort  to  factious  tumult  and  civil  war 
by  irresponsible  bodies  of  men.  On  the  contrary  their  union  has  been 
formed  through  the  regular  action  of  the  sovereign  States  composing 
the  Confederacy,  and  it  has  established  a  Government  competent  to 
the  discharge  of  all  its  civil  functions  and  entirely  responsible  both  in 
war  and  peace  for  all  its  actions. 

Nor  has  that  Government  shown  itself  unmindful  of  the  obligation 
which  its  people  incurred  whilst  their  States  were  members  of  the 
former  Union.  On  the  contrary  one  of  their  first  acts  was  to  send 
commissioners  to  the  Government  at  Washington  to  adjust  amicably 
all  subjects  of  difference  and  to  provide  for  a  peaceable  separation  and 
a  fair  satisfaction  of  the  mutual  claims  of  the  two  Confederacies. 
These  commissioners  were  not  received  and  all  offers  of  a  peaceful 
accommodation  were  contemptuously  rejected.  The  authority  of  our 
Government  itself  was  denied,  its  people  denounced  as  rebels  and  a  war 
was  waged  against  them  which  if  carried  on  in  the  spirit  it  was  pro- 
claimed must  be  the  most  sanguinary  and  barbarous  which  has  been 
known  for  centuries  among  civilized  people. 

The  Confederate  States  have  thus  been  forced  to  take  up  arms  in 
defense  of  their  right  to  self-government,  and  in  the  name  of  that 
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sacred  right  they  have  appealed  to  the  nations  of  the  earth  not  for 
material  aid  or  alliances  ofifeusive  and  defensive  but  for  the  moral 
weight  which  they  would  derive  from  holding  a  recognized  place  as  a 
free  and  independent  people.  In  asking  for  this  they  feel  that  they 
will  not  receive  more  than  they  will  give  in  return  and  they  offer  as 
they  think  a  full  equivalent  for  any  favor  that  may  thus  be  granted 
them.  Diplomatic  relations  are  established  mainly  to  protect  human 
intercourse  and  to  adjust  peaceably  the  differences  which  spring  from 
such  intercourse  or  arise  out  of  the  conflicting  interests  of  society. 
The  advantages  of  such  an  intercourse  are  mutual  and  in  general  as 
between  nations  any  one  of  them  receives  as  much  as  it  gives  to  say 
iiothin  g  of  the  well  bein  g  of  human  society  which  is  promoted  by  placing 
its  relations  under  the  protection  and  restraints  of  public  law. 

It  would  seem  then  that  a  new  Confederacy  asking  to  establish  dip- 
lomatic relations  with  the  world  ought  not  to  be  required  to  do  more 
than  to  present  itself  through  a  Government  competent  to  discharge 
its  civil  functions  and  strong  enough  to  be  responsible  for  its  actions  to 
the  other  nations  of  the  earth.  After  this  is  shown,  the  great  interests 
of  peace  and  the  general  good  of  society  would  seem  to  require  that  a 
speedy  recognition  should  follow.  It  cannot  be  difficult  to  show  in 
our  case  a  strict  compliance  with  these  the  Just  conditions  of  our  rec- 
ognition as  an  independent  people.  If  we  were  pleading  for  favors  we 
might  ask  and  find  more  than  one  precedent  in  British  history  for 
granting  the  request  that  we  be  recognized  for  the  sake  of  that  sacred 
right  of  self-government  for  which  we  are  this  day  iu  arms,  and  which 
we  have  been  taught  to  prize  by  the  teachings,  the  traditions  and  the 
example  of  the  race  from  which  we  have  sprung.  But  we  do  not  place 
ourselves  before  the  bar  of  nations  to  ask  for  favors;  we  seek  for  what 
we  believe  to  be  justice  not  only  to  ourselves,  but  justice  to  the  great 
interests  of  peace  and  humanity.  If  the  recognition  of  our  independ- 
ence must  finally  come,  and  if  it  be  only  a  work  of  time,  it  seems  to  be 
the  duty  of  each  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  throw  the  moral  weight 
of  its  recognition  into  the  scale  of  peace  as  soon  as  possible.  For  to 
delay  will  only  be  to  prolong  unnecessarily  the  sufferings  of  war. 

If  then  our  Government  can  be  shown  to  be  such  as  has  been  here 
described  we  shall  place  ourselves  in  the  position  of  a  people  who  are 
entitled  to  a  recognition  of  their  independence.  The  physical  and 
moral  elements  of  our  Confederacy,  its  great  but  undeveloped  capaci- 
ties and  its  developed  strength  as  proved  by  the  history  of  the  conflict 
in  which  we  are  now  engaged  ought  to  satisfy  the  world  of  the  respon- 
sible character  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States.  The 
eleven  States  now  confederated  together  cover  733,144  square  miles  of 
territory  and  embrace  9,244,000  people.  This  territory — large  enough 
to  become  the  seat  of  an  immense  power — embraces  not  only  all  the 
best  varieties  of  climate  and  production  known  to  the  temperate  zone 
but  also  the  great  staples  of  cotton,  tobacco,  sugar  and  rice.  It  teems 
with  resources  both  moral  and  physical  of  a  great  empire,  and  nothing 
is  wanted  but  time  and  peace  for  their  development.  To  these  States 
there  will  probably  be  added  hereafter  Maryland,  Missouri  and  Ken- 
tucky whose  interests  and  sympathies  must  bind  them  to  the  South. 
If  these  are  added  the  Confederate  States  will  embrace  850,000  square 
miles  of  territory  and  12,500,000  people  to  say  nothing  of  the  once 
common  territories  west  of  these  States  which  will  probably  fall  into 
the  new  Confederacy. 

Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  such  a  people  and  with  such  resources  can 
be  subdued  iu  war  when  subjugation  is  to  be  followed  by  such  con- 
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sequences  as  would  result  from  their  conquest?  If  such  a  supposition 
prevails  anywhere  it  can  find  no  countenance  in  the  history  of  the  con- 
test in  which  we  are  now  engaged.  In  the  commencement  of  this 
struggle  our  enemies  had  in  their  possession  the  machinery  of  the  old 
Government.  The  naval  and  for  the  most  part  the  military  establish- 
ments were  in  their  hands.  They  had  too  most  of  the  accumulated 
caintal  and  nearly  all  the  manufactories  of  arms,  ordnance  and  of  the 
necessities  of  life.  They  had  all  the  means  of  striking  us  hard  blows 
before  we  could  be  ready  to  return  them.  And  yet  in  the  face  of  all 
this  we  have  instituted  a  Government  and  placed  more  than  200,000 
men  in  the  field  with  an  adequate  staff  and  commissariat.  A  still 
larger  number  of  men  are  ready  to  take  the  field  if  it  should  become 
necessary,  and  experience  has  shown  that  the  only  limit  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  people  to  give  what  may  be  required  for  the  war  is  to  be 
found  in  their  ability.  The  enemy  with  greatly  sujierior  numbers  have 
been  routed  in  pitched  battles  at  Bethel  and  Manassas  in  Virginia,  and 
their  recent  defeat  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  was  almost  as  signal  as  that  of 
Manassas.  The  comparatively  little  foothold  which  they  have  had  in 
the  Confederate  States  is  gradually  being  lost  and  after  six  months  of 
war  in  which  they  employed  their  best  resources  it  may  truly  be  said 
they  are  much  further  from  the  conquest  of  the  Southern  States  than 
they  seemed  to  be  when  the  struggle  commenced. 

The  Union  feeling  which  was  supposed  to  exist  largely  in  the  South 
and  which  was  known  to  us  to  be  iniaginaiy  is  now  shown  in  the  true  light 
to  all  mankind.  Never  were  any  i)eople  more  united  than  are  those  of 
the  Confederate  States  in  tlieir  purpose  to  maintain  their  independence 
at  any  cost  of  life  and  treasure;  nor  is  there  a  party  to  be  found  any- 
where in  these  States  which  professes  a  desire  for  a  reunion  with  the 
United  States.  Nothing  could  prove  this  unanimity  of  feeling  more 
strongly  than  the  fact  that  this  immense  army  may  be  said  to  have 
taken  the  field  spontaneously  and  faster  almost  than  the  Government 
could  ])rovide  for  its  organization  and  equipment.  But  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  the  people  supplied  all  deficiencies  until  the  Govern- 
ment could  come  to  their  assistance  as  it  has  done  with  the  necessary 
military  establishments.  And  what  is  perhaps  equally  remarkable  it 
may  be  said  with  truth  is  that  there  has  been  no  judicial  execution  for 
a  political  offense  during  the  whole  of  the  war  and  so  far  as  military 
offenses  are  concerned  our  prisons  would  be  empty  were  it  not  for  a  few 
captured  spies. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  would  seem  that  the  time  has  arrived 
when  it  would  be  proper  in  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  to  recog- 
nize our  independence.  If  it  be  obvious  that  the  Confederate  States 
cannot  be  conquered  in  this  struggle  then  the  sooner  the  strife  be 
ended  the  better  tor  the  cause  of  peace  and  the  interests  of  mankind. 
Under  such  circumstances  to  fail  to  throw  the  great  moral  influence  of 
such  a  recognition  into  the  scale  of  peace  when  this  may  be  done  without 
risk  or  danger  may  be  to  share  in  the  responsibility  for  the  longer  con- 
tinuance of  an  unnecessary  war.  This  is  a  consideration  which  ought 
perhaps  to  have  some  weight  with  a  nation  which  leads  so  largely  as 
does  that  of  Great  Britain  in  the  progress  of  Christian  civilization. 

That  the  British  people  have  a  deep  political  and  commercial  interest 
in  the  establishment  of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States 
must  be  obvious  to  all.  Their  real  interest  in  that  event  is  only  a  little 
less  than  our  own.  The  great  question  of  cotton  supply  which  has 
occupied  their  attention  so  justly  and  so  anxiously  for  some  years  past 
will  then  be  satisfactorily  settled.    Whilst  the  main  source  of  cotton 
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production  was  in  the  hands  of  such  a  power  as  that  of  the  late  United 
States  and  controlled  by  those  who  were  disposed  to  use  that  control  to 
acquire  the  supremacy  in  navigation,  commerce  and  manufactures  over 
all  rivals  there  was  just  cause  for  anxiety  on  the  part  of  nations  who 
were  largely  dependent  upon  this  source  of  supply  for  the  raw  material 
of  important  manufactures.  But  the  case  will  be  far  different  when 
peace  is  conquered  and  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States  is 
acknowledged. 

Within  these  States  must  be  found  for  years  to  come  the  great  source 
of  cotton  supply.  So  favorable  a  combination  of  soil,  climate  and  labor  is 
nowhere  else  to  be  found.  Their  capacity  for  increased  production  has 
so  far  kept  pace  with  the  increased  demand  and  in  time  of  peace  it 
promises  to  do  so  for  a  long  time  to  come.'  In  the  question  of  the  sup- 
ply of  this  great  staple  there  is  a  world-wide  interest  and  if  the  nations 
of  the  earth  could  choose  for  themselves  a  single  dei)ository  for  such 
an  interest  perhaps  none  could  be  found  to  act  so  impartially  in  that 
capacity  as  the  Confederacy  of  Southern  States.  Their  great  interest 
is  and  will  be  for  a  long  time  to  come  in  the  i)roduction  and  exporta- 
tion of  the  important  staples  so  much  sought  by  the  rest  of  the  world. 

It  would  be  long  before  they  would  become  the  rivals  of  those  who 
are  largely  concerned  in  navigation,  manufactures  and  commerce.  On 
the  contrary  these  interests  would  make  them  valuable  customers  and 
bind  them  to  the  policy  of  free  trade.  Their  early  legislation  which 
has  thrown  open  their  navigation,  foreign  and  coasting,  to  the  free 
(sompetition  of  all  nations  and  which  has  imjwsed  the  lowest  duties  on 
imports  consistent  with  their  necessary  revenue  wants  proves  the 
natural  tendency  of  their  commercial  policy.  Under  such  circumstances 
cotton  to  Great  Britain  would  be  as  abundant,  as  cheap  and  as  certain 
as  if  these  States  were  themselves  her  colonies.  The  establishment  of 
such  an  empire,  committed  as  it  would  be  to  the  policy  of  iree  trade 
by  its  interests  and  traditions,  would  seem  to  be  a  matter  of  primary 
importance  to  the  progress  of  human  industry  and  the  great  cause  of 
human  civilization.  It  would  be  of  the  deepest  interest  to  such  a 
Government  to  preserve  peace  and  to  improve  its  opportunities  for  the 
pursuit  of  the  useful  arts.  The  residue  of  the  world  would  find  here 
too  sources  of  supply  of  more  than  one  of  the  great  staples  in  which 
manufactures  and  commerce  are  most  deeply  interested,  and  these 
sources  would  pi-obably  prove  to  be  not  only  constant  as  being  little 
likely  to  be  troubled  by  the  chances  of  war,  but  also  of  easy  access  to 
all  who  might  desire  to  resort  to  them. 

In  i)resenting  the  great  importance  of  this  question  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  in  its  connection  with  their  material  interests 
you  will  not  omit  its  bearing  upon  the  future  political  relations  between 
the  Old  and  the  New  World.  With  a  balance  of  power  established 
between  the  great  confederacies  on  the  North  American  continent  the 
fenrs  of  a  disturbance  of  the  peace  of  the  world  from  the  desire  for  the 
annexation  of  contiguous  territory  on  the  part  of  a  vast  and  over- 
shadowing political  and  military  organization  will  be  dissipated.  Under 
the  former  Union  tlie  slave  holding  States  had  an  interest  in  the  acqui- 
sition of  territory  suitable  to  their  institutions  in  order  to  establish  a 
balance  of  power  within  the  Government  for  their  own  protection. 
This  reason  no  longer  exists  as  the  Confederate  States  have  sought 
that  protection  by  a  separation  from  the  Union  in  wliich  their  rights 
were  endangered. 

It  is  manifest  from  the  nature  of  its  interests  that  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy in  entering  as  a  new  member  in  the  family  of  nations  would 
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exercise  not  a  disturbing  but  a  harmouiziug  influence  on  human  society, 
for  it  would  not  only  desire  jieace  itself  but  to  some  extent  become  a 
bond  of  peace  amongst  others. 

In  offering  these  views  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  you  will 
be  able  to  say  with  truth  that  you  present  a  case  precisely  and  entirely 
within  the  principles  upon  which  it  has  acted  since  1821 — principles  so 
well  stated  by  Lord  John  Eussell  in  his  dispatches  upon  the  Italian 
question  that  they  cannot  be  better  defined  than  in  his  own  Avords.  In 
his  letter  to  Lord  Cowley  on  the  15th  of  November,  1859,  after  adverting 
to  the  action  of  Great  Britain  in  1821  in  regard  to  the  declarations  of 
the  congresses  of  Troppan  and  Laybach ;  in  1823  in  regard  to  the  con- 
gress of  Verona,  and  in  1825j  1827  and  1830  in  the  cases  of  the  South 
American  Republics ;  of  Greece  and  Belgium,  he  says : 

Thus  iu  these  five  instances  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  appears  to  have  heen 
directed  by  a  consistent  principle.  She  uniformly  withheld  her  consent  to  acts  of 
intervention  by  force  to  alter  the  internal  government  of  other  nations;  she  nni- 
formly  gave  her  countenance  and  if  necessary  her  aid  to  consolidate  the  de  facto 
governments  which  arose  in  Europe  or  America. 

To  recognize  the  Confederate  States  as  an  independent  power  would 
be  to  give  her  countenance  to  consolidate  a  de  facto  government  in 
America  which  is  already  supported  by  a  force  strong  enough  to  defend 
it  against  all  probable  assaults.  To  withhold  that  recognition  would 
certainly  encourage  the  armed  intervention  of  a  Government  now  for- 
eign to  us  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  internal  government  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America.  In  his  letter  of  December  3, 1859,  to 
Lord  A.  Loftus  iu  regard  to  the  controversy  between  Austria  and  her 
Provinces  he  says : 

We  at  least  are  convinced  that  an  authority  restored  by  force  of  arms  constantly 
opposed  by  the  national  wishes  would  afford  no  solid  and  durable  basis  for  the  paci- 
fication and  welfare  of  Italy. 

Is  not  this  sentiment  still  more  applicable  to  the  contest  now  being 
waged  between  the  United  States  and  the  Confederate  States?  Again 
in  his  dispatch  of  November  26, 1859,  to  Earl  Cowley  he  declared  that — 

It  would  be  an  invidious  task  to  discuss  the  reasons  which  in  the  view  of  the  people 
of  central  Italy  ,iustified  their  acts.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  since  the  peace  of 
1815  Her  Majesty's  predecessors  have  recognized  the  separation  of  the  Spanish  colo' 
nies  in  South  America  irom  Spain,  of  Greece  from  the  dominion  of  the  Sultan  and  of 
Belgium  from  Holland.  In  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  the  reasons 
adduced  in  favor  of  these  separations  were  not  stronger  than  those  which  have  been 
alleged  at  Florence,  Parma,  Modena  and  Bologna  in  justification  of  the  course  the 
people  of  those  States  have  pursued. 

Were  the  reasons  alleged  in  the  States  of  Florence,  Parma,  Modena 
and  Bologna  whose  people  are  thus  assumed  to  be  the  judges  in  a  matter 
so  nearly  touching  their  happiness  as  their  internal  government  at  all 
stronger  than  those  alleged  by  the  people  of  the  eleven  sovereign  States 
now  confederated  together  for  withdrawing  from  a  Union  formed  by  a 
volnntary  compact  upon  conditions  which  were  persistently  violated  and 
with  covenants  essential  to  their  domestic  repose  openly  threatened  to 
be  broken?  But  appended  to  this  letter  of  instructions  you  will  find 
more  extended  extracts*  from  the  letters  here  referred  to  for  your  special 
reference. 

There  is  yet  another  question  of  great  i)ractical  importance  to  us  and 
to  the  world  which  you  will  present  on  the  first  proper  occasion  to  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  Government.  It  was  declared  by  the  five  great 
powers  at  the  Conference  of  Paris  that  "blockades  to  be  binding  must 
be  efl'ectual" — a  principle  long  since  sanctioned  by  leading  publicists 

*  Not  found. 
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and  now  acknowledged  by  nearly  all  civilized  nations.  You  will  be 
furnished  with  abundant  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  blockade  of 
the  coasts  of  the  Confederate  States  has  not  been  effectual  nor  of  such 
a  character  as  to  be  binding  according  to  the  declarations  of  the  Con- 
ference of  Paris.  Such  being  the  case  it  may  perhaps  be  fairly  urged 
that  the  five  great  powers  owe  it  to  their  own  consistency  and  to  the 
world  to  make  good  a  declaration  thus  solemnly  made. 

Propositions  of  such  great  importance  and  emanating  from  sources  so 
high  may  be  fairly  considered  as  affecting  the  general  business  relations 
of  human  society  and  as  controlling  iu  a  great  degree  the  calculations 
and  arrangements  of  nations  so  far  as  they  are  concerned  in  the  rules 
thus  laid  down.  Men  have  a  right  to  presume  that  a  law  thus  pro- 
claimed will  be  universally  maintained  by  those  who  have  the  power  to 
do  so  and  who  have  taken  it  upon  themselves  to  watch  over  its  execu- 
tion, nor  will  any  suppose  that  particular  States  or  cases  would  be 
exempted  from  its  operation  under  the  influence  of  partiality  or  favor. 
If  therefore  we  can  prove  the  blockade  to  have  been  ineffectual  we 
perhaps  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the  nations  assenting  to  this  declara- 
tion of  the  Conference  of  Paris  will  not  consider  it  to  be  binding.  We 
are  fortified  in  this  expectation  not  only  by  their  own  declarations  but 
by  the  nature  of  the  interests  affected  by  the  blockade. 

So  far  at  least  it  has  been  proved  that  the  only  certain  and  sufQcient 
source  of  cotton  supply  has  been  found  in  the  Confederate  States.  It 
is  probable  that  there  are  more  people  without  than  within  the  Con- 
federate States  who  derive  their  means  of  living  from  the  various  uses 
which  are  made  of  this  important  staple.  A  war  therefore  which  shuts 
up  this  great  source  of  supply  from  the  general  uses  of  mankind  is 
directed  as  much  against  those  who  transport  and  manufacture  cotton 
as  against  those  who  produce  the  raw  material.  Innocent  parties  who 
are  thus  effected  insist  that  a  right  whose  exercise  operates  so  unfavor- 
ably on  them  shall  only  be  used  within  the  strictest  limits  of  public 
law.  Would  it  not  be  a  movement  more  in  consonance  with  the  spirit 
of  the  age  to  insist  that  amongst  the  many  efficient  means  of  waging 
war  this  one  should  be  excepted  in  deference  to  the  general  interests  of 
mankind,  so  many  of  whom  depend  for  their  means  of  living  upon  a 
ready  and  easy  access  to  the  greatest  and  cheapest  cotton  market  in  the 
world?  If  for  the  general  benefit  of  commerce  some  of  its  great  routes 
have  been  neutralized  so  as  to  be  unaffected  by  the  chances  of  war 
might  not  another  interest  of  a  greater  and  more  world-wide  importance 
claim  at  least  so  much  consideration  as  to  demand  the  benefit  of  every 
presumption  in  favor  of  its  protection  against  all  the  chances  of  war 
save  those  which  arise  under  the  strictest  rules  of  public  law? 

This  is  a  question  of  almost  as  much  interest  to  the  world  at  large  as 
it  is  to  the  Confederate  States.  No  belligerent  can  claim  the  right  thus 
to  injure  innocent  parties  by  such  a  blockade  except  to  the  extent  that 
it  can  be  shown  to  furnish  the  legitimate  or  perhaps  we  might  go  still 
further  and  say  the  necessary  means  to  prosecute  the  war  successfully. 
If  it  has  become  obvious  as  would  now  seem  to  be  the  case  that  no 
blockade  which  they  can  maintain  will  enable  the  United  States  to 
subdue  the  Confederate  States  of  America  upon  what  plea  can  its  fur- 
ther continuance  be  justified  to  third  parties  who  are  so  deeply  interested 
in  a  ready  and  easy  access  to  the  cheapest  and  most  abundant  sources 
of  cotton  supply  ?  Perhaps  we  had  the  right  to  expect  inasmuch  as  by 
the  proclamation  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  neutrality  had  been  declared 
as  between  the  belligerents  that  one  of  the  parties  would  not  have  been 
allowed  to  close  the  ports  of  the  other  by  a  mere  proclamation  of  block- 
ade without  an  adequate  force  to  sustain  it. 
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In  presenting  the  various  views  contained  in  this  letter  of  instruc- 
tions you  will  say  that  they  are  offered  as  much  in  the  general  interests 
of  mankind  as  in  our  own.  We  do  not  ask  for  assistance  to  enable  us 
to  maintain  our  independence  against  any  power  which  has  yet  assailed 
us.  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States  believes  that  he  cannot 
be  mistaken  in  supposing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  nations  of  the  earth 
by  a  prompt  recognition  to  throw  the  weight  of  their  moral  influence 
against  the  unnecessary  prolongation  of  the  war. 

Whether  the  case  now  presented  be  one  for  such  action  he  is  perhaps 
not  the  most  impartial  judge.  He  has  discharged  his  duty  to  other 
nations  when  he  has  presented  to  their  knowledge  the  facts  to  which 
their  only  sure  access  is  through  himself  in  such  a  manner  as  will  enable 
them  to  acquit  themselves  of  their  responsibilities  to  the  world  accord- 
ing to  their  own  sense  of  right.  But  whilst  he  neither  feels  nor  affects 
an  indifference  to  the  decision  of  the  world  upon  these  questions  which 
deeply  concern  the  interests  of  the  Confederate  States  he  does  not  pre- 
sent their  claim  to  a  recognized  place  amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth 
from  a  belief  that  any  such  recognition  is  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
achieve  and  secure  their  independence.  Such  an  act  might  diminish 
the  sufferings  and  shorten  the  duration  of  an  unnecessary  war  but  with 
or  without  it  he  believes  that  the  Confederate  States  under  the  guidance 
of  a  kind  and  overruling  Providence  will  make  good  their  title  to  free- 
dom and  independence  and  to  a  recognized  place  amongst  the  nations 
of  the  earth. 

When  you  are  officially  recognized  by  the  British  Government  and 
diplomatic  relations  between  the  two  countries  are  thus  fully  estab- 
lished you  will  request  an  audience  of  Her  Majesty  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  your  letters  accrediting  you  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Confederate  States  near  Her  Majesty, 
and  in  that  capacity  you  are  empowered  to  negotiate  such  treaties  as 
the  mutual  interests  of  both  countries  may  require,  subject  of  course  to 
the  approval  of  the  President  and  the  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  treaty- 
making  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

It.  M.  T.  HUNTEE, 
Secretary  of  State,  Confederate  States  of  America. 


Department  of  State,  Richmond,  September  23, 1861. 
Hon.  John  Slidell,  &c. 

Sir  :  Along  with  this  you  will  receive  your  letter  of  credence  to  the 
Government  of  France  to  which  the  President  desires  you  to  present 
yourself  as  soon  as  possible.  Our  claims  for  recognition  as  an  inde- 
pendent people  have  been  made  much  stronger  by  events  which  have 
occurred  since  they  were  first  presented  by  our  commissioners. 

But  before  re-enforcing  those  claims  you  will  not  fail  to  place  the 
Confederate  States  in  their  true  position  before  the  Government  of 
France.  You  will  show  that  they  are  not  to  be  considered  as  revolted 
provinces  or  rebellious  subjects  seeking  to  overthrow  by  revolutionary 
violence  the  just  authority  of  a  lawful  sovereign,  but  on  the  contrary 
they  stand  before  the  world  as  organized  parties  maintaining  their 
right  to  self-government  with  sufficient  strength  to  make  good  their 
claim  and  so  organized  as  to  be  morally  and  politically  responsible  for 
their  actions.  Their  first  Union  was  formed  by  a  compact  between 
sovereign  and  independent  States  upon  covenants  and  conditions 
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expressly  stipulated  iu  a  written  instrument  called  the  Constitution. 
In  that  union  the  States  constituted  the  units  or  integers,  and  were 
bound  to  it  only  because  the  people  of  each  of  them  acceded  to  it  in 
their  separate  capacities  through  the  acts  of  their  representatives. 

That  confederacy  was  designed  to  unite  under  one  Government  two 
great  and  diverse  social  systems  under  one  or  the  otiier  of  which  all 
the  States  might  be  classified.  As  these  two  social  systems  were 
unecjually  represented  iii  the  common  Government  it  was  sought  to 
protect  one  against  a  warfare  which  might  be  waged  by  the  other 
through  the  forms  of  law  by  carefully  defined  restrictions  and  limita- 
tions upon  the  power  of  tlie  majority  in  the  common  Government. 
AVithout  such  restrictions  and  limitations  it  is  known  historically  that 
the  niiion  could  not  have  been  formed  originally.  But  the  dominant 
majority  which  at  last  proved  to  be  sectional  in  its  character  not  only 
used  the  machinery  of  a  Government  which  they  wielded  to  plunder 
the  minority  through  unequal  legislation  in  the  shape  of  protective 
tarifls  and  appropriations  made  for  their  own  benefit,  but  proceeding 
from  step  to  ste])  they  waged  through  the  forms  of  law  a  war  upon  the 
social  system  of  the  slave-holding  States  and  threatened  when  fully 
armed  with  political  i)ower  to  use  the  Government  itself  to  disturb  the 
domestic  peace  of  those  States. 

Finding  that  the  covenants  and  conditions  upon  which  the  Union 
was  formed  were  not  only  persistently  violated  but  that  the  common 
(rovernment  itself  then  entirely  in  the  haiuls  of  a  sectional  majority 
was  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  warring  upon  the  domestic  institu- 
tions which  it  was  bound  by  express  stipulations  to  protect,  eleven  of 
the  slave  holding  States  felt  it  to  be  due  to  themselves  to  withdraw 
from  a  union  when  the  conditions  upon  which  it  was  formed  either  had 
been  or  were  certainly  about  to  be  violated.  They  were  thus  compelled 
to  withdraw  from  a  Government  which  not  only  abdicated  its  duty  to 
protect  the  domestic  institutions  of  fifteen  States,  but  on  the  one  hand 
threatened  those  institutions  with  war  and  on  the  other  withheld  from 
the  people  interestod  in  them  the  means  of  self-defense.  The  eleven 
Confederate  States  were  thus  forced  in  self  defense  to  abandon  a  Union 
whose  ends  were  thus  perverted,  not  from  any  passion  of  novelty  or 
from  any  change  of  purpose,  but  to  attain  under  a  new  Confederacy  of 
more  homogeneous  materials  and  interests  the  very  ends  and  objects 
for  which  the  first  was  formed.  It  was  amongst  the  first  of  these 
objects  to  obtain  a  Government  whose  authority  should  rest  upon  the 
assent  of  the  governed  and  whose  action  should  represent  also  their 
will. 

It  was  for  the  sacred  right  of  self-government  that  they  had  been 
forced  to  take  up  arms  and  not  to  escape  the  just  obligations  incurred 
under  the  compact  upon  which  the.flrst  Union  was  formed.  On  the  con- 
trary one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States 
was  to  send  commissioners  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
adjust  amicably  and  fairly  all  questions  of  property  and  responsibility 
which  had  been  jointly  acquired  or  incurred  by  all  the  States  when 
embraced  in  the  same  Union.  The  Government  of  the  United  States 
refused  to  receive  these  commissioners,  the  authority  of  their  Govern- 
ment was  denied,  their  people  were  denounced  as  rebels  and  threatened 
with  coercion  at  the  point  of  the  sword. 

On  the  part  of  the  Confederate  States  tlie  war  in  its  inception  was 
one  of  self  defense,  and  it  has  been  waged  since  by  them  with  no  other 
end  than  to  maintain  their  right  to  self-government.   -It  is  in  the  name 
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of  the  sacred  right  of  self  government  that  the  Confederate  States 
appear  before  the  tribunal  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  and  submit  their 
claims  for  a  recognized  place  amongst  them.  They  approach  his 
Imperial  Majesty  of  France  with  the  more  confidence  as  he  has  lately 
championed  this  great  cause  in  the  recent  Italian  question  so  much  to 
the  glory  of  himself  and  the  great  people  over  whom  he  rules.  lu  asking 
for  this  recognition  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  believes 
that  it  seeks  for  no  more  than  it  offers  in  return. 

The  establishment  of  diplomatic  relations  between  nations  tends  to 
the  protection  of  human  intercourse  by  affording  the  means  of  a  peace- 
ful solution  of  all  difficulties  which  may  arise  in  its  progress,  and  by 
facilitating  a  mutual  interchange  of  good  offices  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  and  extending  it.  In  this  all  nations  have  an  interest, 
and  the  advantages  of  such  an  intercourse  are  mutual  and  reciprocal. 
The  only  preliminary  conditions  to  the  recognition  of  a  nation  seeking 
an  acknowledged  place  in  the  world  would  seem  to  be  the  existence  of 
a  sufficient  strength  within  the  Government  to  support  and  maintain 
it,  and  such  a  social  and  political  organization  as  will  secure  its 
responsibility  for  its  international  obligations.  It  will  be  easy  to  show 
that  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  is  fully 
able  to  meet  the  requisitions  of  these  tests. 

When  we  look  to  the  undeveloped  capacities  as  well  as  to  the  devel- 
oped strength  of  the  Confederate  States  we  cannot  doubt  that  they  are 
destined  to  become  the  seat  of  a  great  empire  at  no  distant  day.  The 
eleven  Confederate  States  already  comprise  733,144  square  miles  of 
territory,  with  a  population  of  9,244,000  people.  If  to  this  we  add  the 
three  States  of  Maryland,  Missouri  and  Kentucky,  all  of  which  will 
probably  find  themselves  constrained  as  well  by  interest  as  by  inclina- 
tion to  unite  their  fortunes  with  the  Confederate  States,  then  these 
will  embrace  a  territory  of  850,000  square  miles  with  a  population  of 
12,500,000  people.  This  estimate  excludes  a  large  territory  not  yet 
organized  into  States  and  which  in  the  end  will  probably  fall  into  the 
Southern  Confederacy. 

The  territory  of  the  Confederate  States  as  they  now  stand  embraces 
all  the  best  varieties  of  climate  and  production  known  to  the  temperate 
zone.  In  addition  to  this  it  produces  the  great  staples  of  cotton,  sugar, 
tobacco  and  rice,  to  say  nothing  of  naval  stores  which  are  now  exported 
from  it  and  of  provisions  which  it  is  capable  of  producing  in  excess  of 
the  wants  of  its  people.  This  vast  region  already  enjoys  through  its 
rivers  a  great  system  of  water  communication  and  8,844  miles  of  rail- 
road running  for  the  most  part  transversely  to  these  rivers  diversjify  and 
multiply  the  channels  of  commerce  to  such  an  extent  as  to  promise  a 
speedy  development  of  the  vast  resources  of  the  new  empire.  If  peace 
were  now  established  it  is  not  extravagant  to  suppose  that  the  exports 
of  the  Confederate  States  would  within  a  year  reach  the  value  of 
$250,000,000.  With  a  crop  of  4,500,000  or  perhaps  even  5,000,000  bales 
of  cotton,  most  of  which  would  be  exported,  together  with  its  tobacco, 
sugar,  rice  and  naval  stores,  it  would  easily  send  abroad  the  value  just 
named. 

But  without  reference  to  its  undeveloped  capacities  you  may  show 
that  they  have  exhibited  strength  enough  to  maintain  their  independ- 
ence against  any  power  which  has  as  yet  assailed  them.  The  United 
States  commenced  this  struggle  with  vast  odds  in  their  favor.  The 
military  and  naval  establishments  were  in  their  hands ;  they  were  also 
in  possession  of  the  prestige  and  machinery  qf  an  old  and  established 
Government.    Many  of  the  forts  and  strongholds  of  the  Confederate 
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States  were  in  tbeir  hands;  they  have  most  of  the  accumulated  wealth 
of  the  country  and  nearly  all  the  manufactories  of  the  munitions  of  war, 
and  even  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  Add  to  all  these  advantages  the 
greater  population  of  that  Union,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  self- 
supporting  power  of  the  new  Confederacy  has  been  exposed  to  the 
severest  tests  and  rudest  trials. 

And  yet  the  Confederate  armies  have  conquered  in  every  pitched 
battle,  and  that  with  great  odds  against  them.  At  Bethel  and  Manassas, 
in  Virginia,  and  at  Springfield,  in  Missouri,  the  U.  S.  troops  have  been 
routed  at  great  loss  and  without  dispute.  The  foothold  which  the  U.  S. 
troops  at  first  acquired  within  the  Confederate  States  is  being  rapidly 
lost,  and  the  United  States  Government  has  given  manifest  evidence  of 
its  fears  that  its  seat  of  Government  may  be  wrested  from  it.  This 
exhibition  of  strength  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  States  which  was 
so  unexpected  by  its  enemies  proves  that  its  morale  is  greater  even 
than  its  physical  resources  for  the  purposes  of  this  struggle. 

Without  an  army  and  with  a  new  Government  whose  necessary  estab- 
lishments were  all  to  be  formed  in  the  midst  of  a  civil  war  the  Confed- 
erate States  not  only  manifested  their  military  superiority  in  the  first 
pitched  battles,  but  have  already  placed  more  than  200,000  men  in  the 
field  who  are  armed,  equipped  and  regularly  supplied  by  the  neces- 
sary establishments.  These  sprang  into  existence  almost  by  the  spon- 
taneous efforts  of  the  people,  and  came  into  the  field  faster  even  than 
the  Government  could  prepare  for  them.  But  voluntary  contributions 
and  aid  supplied  all  deficiencies  until  the  necessary  military  establish- 
ments were  formed.  It  would  seem  then  that  the  new  Confederacy 
has  given  all  the  evidence  in  proof  of  its  power  to  maintain  its  inde- 
pendence which  could  reasonably  be  asked.  That  its  organization  is 
such  as  to  insure  its  responsibility  for  the  discharge  of  international 
duties  will  also  appear  upon  an  impartial  examination  of  the  question. 

The  action  of  the  Confederate  States  in  their  separation  from  the  old 
Union  presents  within  itself  the  evidence  of  their  persistency  of  pur- 
pose, and  affords  a  guaranty  for  the  stability  of  their  institutions  so 
far  as  these  may  be  dependent  upon  their  own  will.  They  have  pre- 
served the  same  form  of  Government  which  their  forefathers  established, 
with  the  exception  of  such  changes  alone  as  would  make  its  machinery 
more  suitable  for  the  ends  and  purposes  for  which  it  was  created.  It 
was  not  to  change  but  to  preserve  the  ends  and  purposes  for  which  the 
original  Constitution  was  adopted  that  they  separated  from  a  Union 
wliich  had  ceased  to  respect  them.  They  have  neither  changed  their 
form  of  government  nor  the  objects  for  which  it  was  framed;  they  have 
only  changed  the  parties  to  the  Confederacy  to  secure  a  faithful  execu- 
tion  of  the  compact  upon  which  alone  they  were  willing  to  unite.  The 
former  Union  had  failed  to  accomplish  its  original  ends  for  the  want  of 
a  homogeneous  character  in  the  parties  to  it;  and  having  left  it  for  that 
cause  there  can  be  no  reason  to  expect  its  reconstruction  with  the  same 
discordant  elements  whose  jarring  had  destroyed  it  before. 

The  whole  course  then  of  the  Confederate  States  argues  a  consist- 
ency of  purpose  and  promises  a  stability  for  the  government  which 
they  have  formed  which  together  with  the  resources  already  exhibited 
by  them  give  a  reasonable  assurance  of  their  entire  responsibility  for 
the  discharge  of  all  their  duties  and  obligations,  domestic  and  inter- 
national. A  people  who  present  themselves  under  such  circumstances 
for  a  recognized  place  amongst  nations  would  seem  to  be  entitled  to 
the  grant  of  such  a  request.    They  do  not  seek  for  material  aid  or 
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assistance  or  for  alliances,  defensive  and  offensive.  They  ask  nothing 
which  can  endanger  the  peace  or  prosperity  of  those  who  may  grant  it. 
They  desire  only  to  be  placed  in  a  position  in  which  their  intercourse 
with  the  rest  of  the  world  may  be  conducted  with  the  sanction  of  pub- 
lic law  and  under  the  protection  of  agents  whose  authority  is  recog- 
nized by  nations.  They  seek  the  moral  influence  which  the  act  of 
recognition  may  give  them  and  nothing  more.  If  it  be  manifest  that 
the  war  of  conquest  now  waged  against  them  cannot  succeed  then  the 
•Adt  of  recognition  is  a  mere  question  of  time.  If  the  fact  be  as  stated 
the  tendency  of  the  act  of  recognition  would  be  to  prevent  tlie  further 
continuance  of  an  unnecessary  war  and  the  useless  eii'usion  of  blood. 
It  may  well  be  doubted  if  under  such  circum.stances  the  nation  which 
thus  refuses  to  throw  the  moral  weight  of  its  influence  in  the  scale  of 
peace  does  not  share  in  some  of  the  responsibilities  for  the  continu- 
ance of  an  unnecessary  war  which  it  might  have  done  something  to 
conclude  without  risk  or  injury  to  itself. 

Indeed  it  may  be  said  without  exaggeration  that  France  has  a  deep 
material  and  political  interest  in  the  establishment  of  the  independence 
of  tlie  Confederate  States.  It  is  the  event  of  all  others  which  would 
give  the  most  satisfactory  solution  to  the  great  question  of  cotton  sup- 
ply for  the  manufacturing  nations  of  Europe.  That  the  great  source 
of  the  production  of  this  raw  material  which  enters  so  largely  into  the 
manufacturing  industry  of  Europe  has  been  found  in  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  is  an  undoubted  fact.  That  this  will  continue  to  be 
the  case  for  a  long  time  to  come  is  in  every  way  probable,  for  no  other 
country  presents  the  same  combination  of  soil,  climate  and  trained 
labor  which  is  all  essential  to  the  successful  production  of  cotton. 

If  our  country  is  to  be  the  great  source  for  the  supply  of  this  article 
so  indispensable  to  the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  world  the  nations 
of  the  earth  have  the  deepest  interest  in  placing  it  in  a  position  of 
independence  and  impartiality  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  raw 
material  for  which  the  demand  is  so  immense.  If  any  one  country  is 
to  have  a  virtual  monopoly  of  the  supply  of  raw  cotton  then  the  world 
would  have  the  deepest  interest  in  opening  it  to  the  easy  and  equal 
access  of  all  mankind.  Sucli  would  be  tbe  case  if  tlie  depository  of 
this  great  interest  should  be  found  in  a  country  on  the  one  liand  strong 
enough  to  maintain  its  neutrality  and  independence  and  on  the  other 
committed  by  its  interests  to  the  policy  of  free  trade  and  an  untram- 
meled  intercourse  with  all  the  world. 

Such  would  be  the  precise  position  of  the  Confederate  States  when 
once  their  independence  was  achieved,  and  as  a  proof  that  this  would 
be  the  natural  tendency  of  their  policy  we  have  only  to  look  to  tlieir 
early  legislation  which  reduced  the  duties  on  imports  to  the  lowest 
rate  consistent  with  their  necessities  for  revenue  and  opened  their 
coasting  trade  to  the  free  and  equal  competition  of  all  mankind.  Nor 
is  cotton  the  only  great  staple  of  which  the  Confederate  States  are 
likely  to  become  not  the  sole  but  one  of  the  chief  depositories  upon 
terms  of  equality  to  all  the  world.  Tobacco,  sugar,  rice  and  naval 
stores  are  to  be  added  to  the  catalogue  of  their  rich  and  important 
products.  Nature  has  thus  made  it  to  their  interest  to  buy  where  they 
can  purchase  cheapest  and  to  sell  in  as  many  markets  as  possible. 
To  do  this,  as  they  will  deal  more  in  raw  produce  than  in  manufactures" 
they  will  seek  to  take  in  return  the  commodities  of  the  rest  of  the  world 
on  the  payment  of  the  lowest  duties  consistent  with  their  revenue 
wants.  They  will  then  virtually  stand  as  the  CAistomers  and  not  as 
the  rivals  of  the  commercial  and  manufacturing  nations  of  Europe. 
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But  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  the  independence  of 
the  Confederate  States  would  more  peculiarly  interest  France.  The 
immense  development  of  her  navy  in  a  few  years  past  has  shown  not 
only  that  her  capacity  of  asserting  her  equality  on  the  seas  has  not 
been  properly  appreciated  heretofore,  but  also  that  this  relative  capac- 
ity has  been  increased  by  the  use  of  steam.  In  this  view  the  further 
development  of  her  commercial  marine  and  an  easy  access  to  a  cheap 
and  certain  supply  of  coal,  iron  and  naval  stores  have  become  matters 
of  primary  importance  to  her.  The  commerce  of  the  Confederate  States 
when  disembarrassed  of  the  enormous  protective  tarifls  to  which  it  was 
subjected  under  the  former  Union,  together  with  the  almost  inexhaust- 
ible supply  of  cheap  coal,  iron  and  naval  stores  which  it  could  furnish, 
present  the  means  of  a  further  and  vast  development  of  the  commercial 
and  naval  marine  of  France. 

She  could  then  find  as  cheap  ships  or  as  cheap  raw  material  for  the 
building  of  ships  as  could  be  commanded  by  any  European  nation. 
Depots  of  coal  for  her  steam  marine  in  these  States  could  be  made  at 
less  cost  and  be  of  more  convenient  access  for  use  on  a  large  portion 
of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans  than  if  they  had  been  found  origi- 
nally in  mines  in  France.  That  these  are  no  new  considerations  for 
the  French  Government  is  shown  by  the  interest  which  it  exhibited 
in  the  negotiations  by  which  a  French  company  would  have  secured 
the  great  water  line  in  Virginia  through  which  when  completed  the 
richest  and  most  inexhaustible  supplies  of  bituminous  coal  perhaps  to 
be  found  in  the  world  would  have  been  transported  from  its  native 
depositories  in  the  West  to  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake  in  the  East. 
Nothing  but  the  occurrence  of  civil  war  prevented  the  completion  of 
this  arrangement  between  this  French  company  and  the  Virginia  Leg- 
islature by  which  France  would  have  secured  a  certain  and  almost 
inexhaustible  supply  of  cheap  coal,  iron  and  timber. 

All  this  is  fully  stated  in  regard  to  the  resources  of  Virginia  in  a 
letter  of  Alfred  Paul,  French  consul  at  Kichmond,  to  M.  Thouvenel, 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  France,  dated  June  5, 1860,  and  as  it  may 
be  well  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  it  a  copy  will  be 
sent  you.  In  the  enumeration  of  the  resources  of  Virginia  which  would 
be  thus  open  to  France  he  says :  "  In  coal  and  iron  Virginia  excels  all 
the  other  States  of  the  Union.    The  fact  is  recognized,  admitted." 

He  thus  specifies  the  advantages  which  France  would  derive  from 
the  proposed  connection  which  was  about  to  be  formed  with  Virginia: 

First.  Facilities  for  obtaining  the  raw  materials  in  France  at  first  hand  and 
cheajier,  which  would  enable  French  industry  to  encounter  foreign  competition  with 
superior  advantages.  Second.  A  considerable  diminution  in  tho  expenses,  of  the 
]>urchase  and  expedition  of  tobacco  for  the  government  factories.  Third.  The 
arrival,  the  introduction  of  our  produce  by  a  shorter  and  cheaper  route  into  the 
South,  the  West  and  the  center  of  the  United  States.  Fourth.  A  relative  augmenta- 
tion in  the  movement  of  our  commercial  marine.  Fifth.  Rapid  and  advantageous 
provisions  of  copper,  machine  oil,  tar,  bacon  and  salt  porlc  of  the  West,  and  build- 
ins  timber  for  our  naval  arsenals.  Sixth.  Cheapness  of  coal  for  our  different  mari- 
time stations.  Seventh.  An  immense  opening  in  the  great  West  of  the  United 
States  for  French  merchandise.  Eighth.  The  probability  of  seeing  Norfolk  become 
an  entrepot  for  the  productious  of  French  industry  and  commerce  to  be  distributed 
in  part  iu  Central  aud  South  America  by  vessels  taking  them  to  complete  their 
curgooM. 

The  establishment  of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States 
would  secure  to  France  large  supplies  of  coal,  iron  and  naval  stores 
in  exchange  for  her  manufactures  and  other  products  beyond  almost 
all  the  probable  chances  of  war.  (.Committed  as  these  Confederate 
States  would  be  to  the  policy  of  free  trade  by  their  interests  and  tradi- 
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tions  they  would  naturally  avoid  war  and  seek  for  peace  with  all  the 
world.  It  may  almost  be  said  that  to  secure  the  independence  of  these 
States  is  to  secure  the  independence  of  the  great  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing nations  of  Europe  in  regard  to  the  supplies  of  cotton  and 
tobacco  and  to  give  France  such  an  independent  source  for  the  supply  of 
che;ip  coal,  iron  and  naval  stores  as  to  place  her  more  nearly  ou  terms 
of  equality  with  Great  Britain  in  building  up  a  navy  and  merchant 
marine. 

The  European  nations  might  then  be  said  to  be  independent  so  far 
as  their  supplies  are  concerned  because  they  would  be  dependent  only 
on  a  country  whose  interests  would  open  its  markets  to  the  cheai^est 
and  easy  access  of  all  the  world,  and  which  would  have  every  induce- 
ment to  preserve  the  peace.  But  the  independence  of  these  States 
is  essential  to  the  certainty  of  supply  and  the  ease  of  access  to  their 
markets,  which  are  so  important  to  the  manufacturing  and  commercial 
nations  of  the  earth.  If  it  were  possible  for  the  United  States  to  sub- 
due the  Confederates  and  subject  them  once  more  to  their  Government 
then  France  would  have  much  cause  for  apprehension  in  regard  to  the 
future  condition  of  her  commerce  and  manufactures.  The  non-slave- 
holding  States  would  undoubtedly  use  their  control  over  the  markets 
and  staples  of  the  South  to  secure  a  supremacy  in  commerce,  navigation 
and  manufactures. 

There  are  also  political  considerations  connected  with  this  question 
which  cannot  be  uninteresting  to  the  Government  of  France.  By  the 
establishment  of  a  great  Southern  Confederacy  a  balance  of  power  is 
secured  in  North  America,  and  schemes  of  conquest  or  annexation  ou 
the  part  of  a  great  and  overshadowing  empire  would  probably  no  longer 
disturb  the  repose  of  neighboring  nations. 

Heretofore  the  South  has  desired  the  annexation  of  territory  suitable 
to  the  growth  of  her  domestic  institutions  in  order  to  establish  a  bal- 
ance of  power  within  the  Government  that  they  might  protect  their 
interests  and  internal  peace  through  its  agency.  This  reason  no  longer 
exists,  as  the  Confederate  States  have  sought  that  protection  by  a 
separation  from  the  union  in  which  their  rights  were  endangered.  But 
with  the  establishment  of  something  like  a  balance  of  power  between 
the  two  great  and  independent  confederacies  the  disputes  would  pre- 
cede the  annexations  and  probably  do  much  to  prevent  them. 

Certain  it  is  that  the  Southern  Confederacy  would  have  every  reason 
to  preserve  peace  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  would  be  prevented 
both  by  its  principles  and  interests  from  intervention  in  the  domestic 
affairs  and  government  of  other  nations.  The  power  of  that  Confeder- 
acy  would  undoubtedly  be  felt  not  as  a  disturbing  but  as  a  harmonizing 
influence  amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

There  is  yet  another  question  of  great  practical  importance  to  us  and 
to  the  world  which  you  will  present  on  the  first  proper  occasion  to  His 
Imperial  Majesty's  Government.  It  was  declared  by  the  five  great 
powers  at  the  Conference  of  Paris  that  "blockades  to  be  binding  must 
be  efi'ectual,"  a  principle  long  since  sanctioned  by  leading  publicists 
and  now  acknowledged  by  nearly  all  civilized  nations. 

You  will  be  furnished  with  abundant  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the 
blockade  of  the  coasts  of  the  Confederate  States  has  not  been  ett'ectual 
or  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  binding,  according  to  the  declaration 
of  the  Conference  at  Paris.  Such  being  the  case  it  may  perhaps  be 
fairly  urged  that  the  five  great  powers  owe  it  to  their  own  consistency 
and  to  the  world  to  make  good  a  declaration  thus  solemnly  made. 
Propositions  of  such  gravity  and  emanating  from  sources  so  high  may 
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fairly  be  considered  as  affecting  the  general  business  relations  of  human 
society,  and  as  controlling  in  a  great  degree  the  calculations  and 
arrangements  of  nations  so  far  as  they  are  concerned  in  the  rules  thus 
laid  down.  Men  have  a  right  to  presume  that  a  law  thus  proclaimed 
will  be  uniformly  enforced  by  those  who  have  the  power  to  do  so,  and 
who  have  taken  it  upon  themselves  to  watch  over  its  execution;  nor 
will  any  suppose  that  particular  States  or  cases  would  be  exempted 
from  its  operation  under  the  influence  of  partiality  or  favor. 

If  therefore  we  can  prove  the  blockade  to  have  been  ineffectual  we 
perhaps  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the  nations  assenting  to  this 
declaration  of  the  Conference  at  Paris  will  not  consider  it  to  be  bind- 
ing. We  are  fortified  in  this  expectation,  not  only  by  tlieir  own 
declaration,  but  by  the  nature  of  the  interests  affected  by  the  blockade. 
So  far  at  least  it  has  been  proved  that  the  only  certain  and  sufficient 
source  of  cotton  supply  has  been  found  in  the  Confederate  States.  It 
is  probable  that  there  are  more  people  without  than  within  the  Confed- 
erate States  who  derive  their  means  of  living  from  the  various  uses 
which  are  made  of  this  important  staple.  A  war  therefore  which 
shuts  up  this  great  source  of  supply  from  the  general  uses  of  mankind 
is  directed  as  much  against  those  who  transport  and  manufacture  cot- 
ton as  against  those  who  produce  the  raw  material.  Innocent  parties 
who  are  thus  affected  may  well  insist  that  a  right  whose  exercise  oper- 
ates so  unfavorably  on  them  shall  only  be  used  within  the  strictest 
limits  of  public  law.  Would  it  not  be  a  movement  more  in  consonance 
with  the  spirit  of  the  age  to  insist  that  amongst  the  many  efficient  means 
of  waging  war  this  one  should  be  excepted  in  deference  to  the  general 
interests  of  mankind,  so  many  of  whom  depend  for  their  means  of 
living  upon  a  ready  and  easy  access  to  the  greatest  and  cheapest  cotton 
market  of  the  world?  If  for  the  general  benefit  of  commerce  some  of 
its  great  routes  have  been  neutralized  so  as  to  be  unaffected  by  the 
chances  of  war  might  not  another  interest  of  a  greater  and  more  world- 
wide importance  claim  at  least  so  much  consideration  as  to  demand  the 
benefit  of  every  presumption  in  favor  of  its  protection  against  all  the 
chances  of  war,  save  those  which  arise  under  the  strictest  rules  of 
public  law  ? 

This  is  a  question  of  almost  as  much  interest  to  the  world  at  large  as 
it  is  to  the  Confederate  States.  No  belligerent  can  claim  the  right  thus 
to  injure  innocent  parties  by  such  a  blockade  except  to  the  extent 
that  it  can  be  shown  to  furnish  the  legitimate,  or  perhaps  we  might 
go  still  further  and  say  the  necessary,  means  to  prosecute  the  war  suc- 
cessliilly.  If  it  has  become  obvious  as  would  now  seem  to  be  the  case 
that  no  blockade  which  they  can  maintain  will  enable  the  United  States 
to  subdue  the  Confederate  States  of  America  upon  what  plea  can  its 
further  continuance  be  justified  to  third  parties  who  are  so  deeply 
interested  in  a  ready  and  easy  access  to  the  cheapest  and  most  abun- 
dant sources  of  cotton  supply? 

In  representing  the  various  views  contained  in  this  letter  of  instruc- 
tions you  will  say  that  they  are  offered  as  much  in  the  general  interests 
of  humanity  as  in  our  own.  We  do  not  ask  for  assistance  to  enable  us 
to  maintain  our  independence  against  any  power  which  has  yet  assailed 
us.  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States  believes  that  he  cannot 
be  mistaken  in  supposing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  nations  of  the  earth 
by  a  prompt  recognition  to  throw  the  weight  of  their  moral  influence 
against  the  unnecessary  prolongation  of  the  war. 

Whether  the  case  now  presented  be  one  for  such  action  he  is 
l)eihaps  not  the  most  impartial  judge.     He  has  acquitted  himself  of 
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his  duty  to  other  nations  when  he  has  presented  to  their  knowledge  the 
facts  to  which  their  only  sure  access  is  through  himself  in  such  a 
manner  as  will  enable  them  to  acquit  themselves  of  their  resi)onsibili- 
ties  to  the  world  according  to  their  own  sense  of  right.  But  whilst  he 
neither  feels  nor  affects  an  indifference  to  the  decision  of  the  world 
upon  these  questions  which  deeply  concern  tbe  interests  of  the  Con- 
federate States  he  does  not  present  their  claims  to  a  recognized  place 
amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth  from  the  belief  that  any  sucli 
recognition  is  necessary  to  enable  them  to  achieve  ajid  secure  their 
independence. 

Such  an  act  might  diminish  the  sufferings  and  shorten  the  duration 
of  an  unnecessary  war,  but  with  or  without  it  he  believes  that  the 
Confederate  States  under  the  guidance  of  a  kind  ahd  overruling 
Providence  will  make  good  their  title  to  freedom  and  independence 
and  to  a  recognized  place  amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

When  you  are  officially  recognized  by  tbe  French  Government  and 
diplomatic  relations  between  the  two  countries  are  thus  fully  established 
you  will  request  an  audience  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  for  the  purpose 
of  presenting  your  letters  accrediting  you  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Confederate  States  near  His  Imperial 
Majesty,  and  in  that  capacity  you  are  empowered  to  negotiate  such 
treaties  as  the  mutual  interests  of  both  countries  may  require,  subject 
of  course  to  tbe  approval  of  the  President  and  the  co-ordinate  branch 
of  the  treaty-making  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  T.  HUNTER. 


Charleston,  S.  C,  October  i,  1861. 
R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State : 

All  right  so  far,  but  impossible  to  move  on  account  of  weather.  I  will 
telegraph  immediately  when  the  time  comes. 

W.  H.  T[RESCOT]. 

Charleston,  October  3, 1861. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State : 

Three  steamers  and  a  sloop-of  war  now  blockading  the  harbor.  Two 
of  the  steamers,  frigates,  arrived  in  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  It  is 
thought  thus  an  even  chance  of  success.  We  shall  accordingly  take 
the  route  through  Texas  to  Matamoras,  Mexico,  unless  otherwise 
directed.  Reply  at  once  and  if  the  change  of  route  is  acceded  to 
request  the  Secretary  of  War  to  direct  officers  of  the  army  on  the  route 
to  give  all  facilities  of  transportation.    Write  to  New  Orleans. 

JOHN  SEIDELL. 

J.  M.  MASON. 

Charleston,  October  4, 1861—10.50  p.  m. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State : 

Your  telegraph*  received.  We  cannot  get  out  safely  by  the 
Nashville.  Route  to  Mexico  believed  impracticable  from  delay. 
Steamer  Gordon  now  chartered  by  Government  at  $200  a  day  for 
harbor  services;  light  draft;  strengthened  for  carrying  cannon  and 
been  in  use  as  a  privateer ;   a  good   sea  boat;  tonnage  upward  of 
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500  tons.  Can  go  at  any  time  and  by  any  route  to  Nassau  or  Havana. 
Offered  at  $62,000,  or  chartered  to  citber  port  at  $10,000  for  the  trip. 
Owners  to  pay  all  expenses ;  Government  to  pay  value  if  captured. 
Will  be  very  useful  for  coast  defense.  We  will  go  at  once  in  her 
if  authorized  and  think  the  charter  price  may  be  reduced  one-half. 
One  or  more  naival  officers  to  go  in  her  as  may  be  ordered. 

JOHN  SLIDBLL. 

J.  M.  MASON. 


Charleston,  October  5, 1861. 
Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Huntee,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dbak  Sir  :  It  seems  due  to  ourselves  and  to  the  occasion  that  you 
should  be  informed  fully  of  the  causes  of  delay,  with  the  difficulties 
attending  our  expected  departure  from  this  port.  The  confidence  of 
success  expressed  by  those  in  charge  of  the  subject  when  we  left  Eich- 
mond  seems  to  have  been  based  on  the  state  of  facts  then  and  perhaps 
for  sometime  previously  existing  in  regard  to  the  blockade.  There  had 
been  it  appears  but  two  ships  off  the  harbor,  generally  a  steam  frigate 
and  sloop-of-war,  and  the  expectation  was  that  going  out  at  night 
through  the  main  channel  we  might  elude  observation,  or  if  disap- 
l)ointed  in  that  could  escape  through  the  speed  of  our  ship. 

For  a  day  or  two  after  our  arrival  the  tide  did  not  serve  for  depar- 
ture at  night;  then  there  came  strong  winds  at  night  which  although 
they  drove  the  squadron  out  to  sea  by  reason  of  the  surf  created  on 
the  bar  prevented  our  passing  over  it.  Before  this  obstacle  ceased 
the  squadron  reappeared  with  the  addition  of  another  steamer — a 
clipper-built  jiropeller — and  from  her  trim  and  appearance  apparently 
a  fast  ship.  It  was  then  projected  to  make  the  attempt  through  the 
Maffitt  Channel  though  without  the  full  sanction  of  the  pilots,  and  this 
I  believe  we  should  have  attempted  but  for  the  appearance  at  that  time 
of  another  steam  frigate,  thus  making  the  squadron  to  consist  of  three 
steamers  besides  the  sloop-of  war.  Such  sudden  and  unusual  acces- 
sions to  the  blockade  of  the  port  made  us  infer  (as  a  high  probability 
at  least)  that  our  presence  here  and  purpose  had  reached  the  enemy 
and  was  the  cause  of  the  unusual  ]>reparation  we  witnessed.  Mr.  Sli- 
dell  had  determined  to  send  his  family  back,  and  after  full  considera- 
tion of  the  whole  case  we  could  see  no  alternative  but  to  take  the  route 
through  Mexico,  and  so  advised  you  by  telegraph  accordingly. 

Whilst  awaiting  your  reply  the  plan  was  suggested  which  was  the 
subject  of  our  telegram  last  night.  There  is  a  steamer  belonging  to 
this  port  and  owned  here  called  the  Gordon  now  and  for  some  time 
past  under  charter  to  the  Government  for  harbor  service  at  (as  we  are 
told)  $200  per  day.  She  is  something  more  than  500  tons  burden  and 
was  used  as  a  coasting  packet,  crossing  occasionally  to  Havana.  After 
the  war  [began]  she  was  strengthened  and  refitted  to  be  used  as  a  pri- 
vateer and  was  so  used  for  a  short  time,  having  now  on  board  three 
rifled  cannon.  Her  speed  [is]  equal  to  fifteen  knots  per  hour  and  may 
be  increased  to  sixteen,  and  of  so  light  a  draft  of  water  that  she  can 
pass  the  bar  at  any  time  and  is  not  confined  to  the  channel  ways. 

This  account  of  the  steamer  we  get  from  gentlemen  here  long 
acquainted  with  her  and  only  interested  to  serve  our  cause.  She  is 
used  every  night  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy,  going  safely  out  to  sea  where 
they  lie  and  keeping  only  out  of  reach  of  their  guns.  In  the  last  two 
days  she  has  done  the  same  thing  in  the  daytime,  having  on  board  Cap- 
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tains  Ingraham  and  Pegram  with  other  officers  of  the  Nashville,  and 
accompanied  yesterday  by  Mr.  Slidell  with  two  of  the  young  ladies  of 
his  family.  They  approached  then  within  less  than  three  miles  of  the 
squadron  and  were  not  molested,  the  steamers  remaining  at  anchor. 
The  squadron  has  become  so  familiar  with  the  nightly  and  occasionally 
daily  proximity  of  this  boat  of  whose  speed  they  are  fully  aware  that 
her  presence  does  not  disturb  them  had  they  cared  to  give  her  chase. 

The  naval  officers  here  do  not  doubt  that  this  steamer  cau  run  the 
blockade  successfully  day  or  night  and  if  pursued  cannot  be  overtaken. 
She  can  take  a  supply  of  coal  for  six  or  seven  days  without  impairing 
her  speed  and  make  the  run  successfully  to  Nassau  or  Havana  as  may 
be  decided  on.  Communicating  with  her  owners,  she  is  offered  for  sale 
at  $02,000,  the  alleged  cost  to  them,  orfor  charter  at  $10,000  for  tbetrip 
to  either  of  the  ports  named,  the  owners  to  bear  all  the  expenses  of  the 
trip,  reserving  the  privilege  of  bringing  back  some  $7,000  worth  of 
cigars  and  other  light  articles.  Mr.  Treuholm,  known  at  the  State 
Department  as  an  enlightened  and  patriotic  merchant  here,  and  to 
whom  we  are  much  indebted  for  his  valuable  counsels  and  aid,  says  that 
this  charter  money  may  be  reduced  probably  one-half  upon  this  privi- 
lege of  return  cargo  and  to  effect  which  (should  the  Government  deter- 
mine to  charter)  he  will  lend  his  aid  and  co-operation. 

I  should  add  that  in  conversation  yesterday  in  presence  of  Captains 
Ingraham  and  Pegram  they  agreed  that  the  steamer  Gordon  if  pur- 
chased would  be  a  very  valuable  acquisition  for  coast  defense.  The 
present  armament  is  of  good  caliber — one  a  large  pivot  gun,  apparently 
a  32-pounder,  though  unfortunately  I  did  not  make  minute  inquiry  when 
on  board.    She  is  also  amply  furnished  with  small-arms  as  a  privateer. 

1  have  thought  tbis  explanation  due  that  you  may  have  the  facts, 
and  we  be  relieved  of  any  apparent  vacillation  of  purpose.  It  remains 
only  to  add  that  come  what  may  if  sanctioned  by  the  Government  we 
will  embark  at  once  in  the  Gordon  and  doubt  not  can  make  the  voyage 
successfully;  otherwise  no  alternative  would  seem  to  remain  but  the 
route  through  Mexico  with  its  attendant  difficulties  and  delays. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  MASON. 

P.  S.— 1  have  read  the  foregoing  to'  Mr.  Slidell,  who  concurs  in  its 
statements.    >  j.  m.  M. 

I  omitted  to  state  that  on  yesterday  morning  live  ships  were  present 
off  the  harbor,  the  lifth  being  a  steamer. 


Charleston,  October  <t,  isui. 
Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  By  telegram  yesterday*  1  informed  you  that  pursuant  to 
the  authority*  given  us  by  the  State  Department  we  have  chartered 
the  steamer  Gordon  for  our  transportation  either  to  Nassau  or  Havana. 

The  terms  of  the  charter-party  are  for  the  consideration  of  |10,Oo6 
the  ship  is  to  go  to  either  of  those  ports  or  to  both,  at  our  option  with 
a.  clause  reserving  the  right  to  extend  the  voyage  to  any  other  of  the 
West  India  Islands  at  the  price  of  $500  per  day  for  the  extra  service. 
We  do  not  expect  to  have  occasion  for  this  latter  service,  but  thought  it 
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best  to  provide  for  it  in  the  possible  contingency  of  its  becoming  neces- 
sary to  go  to  Saint  Thomas  or  other  island  to  meet  the  British  steamer. 
It  is  thought  here  by  those  well  informed  that  the  Gordon  is  not  suffi- 
ciently a  sea  boat  for  the  more  distant  island  of  Bermuda. 

Mr.  Trenliolm,  of  the  firm  of  Frazer  &  Co.,  agrees  to  pay  $5,000  of 
the  charter  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  return  cargo  space  not  reserved 
by  the  owners ;  thus  should  we  not  extend  the  voyage  beyond  Havana 
(which  is  not  anticipated)  the  cost  to  the  Government  will  be  but 
$5,000.    All  expenses  of  every  kind  are  to  be  borne  by  the  owners. 

Since  the  arrangement  was  made  they  have  been  busily  engaged  in 
putting  her  in  complete  order  for  sea  and  we  fully  expect  to  get  ofi' 
to-morrow  night.  Her  light  draft  will  enable  her  to  go  at  any  time, 
and  by  hugging  close  to  shore  will  be  enabled  to  escape  the  observa- 
tion of  the  enemy's  squadron.  Our  plan  is  in  such  way  as  may  be  found 
most  safe  and  practicable  to  get  ou  board  one  of  the  British  steamers 
of  the  mail  line  between  the  West  Indies  and  England.  The  Gordon 
is  too  fast  to  be  overtaken  at  sea.  Since  this  change  of  arrangement 
we  have  seen  nothing  to  dissatisfy  us  with  it  as  the  best  that  could  be 
adopted. 

The  Nashville  we  understand  is  under  orders  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment to  sail  immediately  and  will  probably  endeavor  to  get  off  to-night. 
If  the  enemy  are  found  in  the  position  they  occupy  by  day  the  chances 
are  very  large  that  she  must  pass  within  reach  of  their  guns.  In  such 
event  her  only  hope  of  safety  is  that  she  may  not  be  seen,  or  if  seen 
may  not  be  hit.    Against  the  latter  risk  her  speed  is  much  relied  on. 

You  will  of  course  be  advised  promptly  when  we  are  off. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  MASON. 


Charleston,  October  ll,  1861. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T,  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  send  to  you  herewith  the  charter-party 
we  have  made  with  owners  of  steamer  Gordon  in  conformity  with  your 
telegraphic  instructions;  also  a  letter*  from  Messrs.  John  Frazer  &  Co. 
of  this  place  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  if  the  Gordon  return 
safely  the  cost  of  the  charter  to  the  Government  will  be  reduced  to 
$5,000. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  SLIDELL. 
J.  M.  MASON. 


Charleston,  October  12, 1861. 
Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter: 

Our  friends  left  here  last  night  at  1  o'clock.  A  fast  steamer,  good 
officers  and  very  dark  night  with  heavy  rait',  'i  he  guard-boat  reported 
that  they  crossed  the  bar  about  2  o'clock  and  that  they  could  neither 
have  been  seen  nor  heard  by  the  fleet.  A  strong  northwest  wind 
helped  them  and  the  fleet  this  morning  seems  not  to  have  changed 
position  at  all. 

As  soon  as  we  hear  further  I  will  telegraph.  The  steamer  ought  to 
be  back  in  about  a  week  and  nothing  said  until  her  return.  Communi- 
(jate  to  Mrs.  Mason. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  TEESCOT. 
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Cardenas,  Cuba,  October  18, 1861. 
Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  pleasure  to  apprise  you  of  our  safe  arrival  on  the 
16th  iustaiit  at  this  port.  We  left  Charleston  at  1  a.  m.  ou  Saturday, 
12th,  as  I  told  you  we  should  do  in  my  letter  from  there  of  the  preced- 
ing day.  Fortunately  a  rain  came  on  at  the  moment  of  our  departure 
which  increasing  the  darkness  the  better  enabled  us  to  elude  the  block- 
ading squadron. 

We  passed  (as  the  captain  reported)  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the 
nearest  ship,  the  squadron  then  consisting  of  three  steamers  and  a 
sloop-of-war  (a  sailing  vessel).  We  could  see  their  lights  apparently 
not  distant,  but  presume  we  escaped  observation  as  we  could  see  or 
hear  no  movement  of  the  squadron.  After  we  had  passed  them  some 
three  or  four  miles  abandoning  the  coast  we  put  directly  out  to  sea  and 
by  the  outer  passage  made  direct  for  Nassau. 

Oft'  that  port  we  learned  from  the  pilots  who  came  on  board  that 
there  was  no  steam  or  other  regular  communication  thence  to  Saint 
Thomas,  the  point  of  departure  of  the  British  steam  line.  We  did  not 
land  therefore  or  cast  anchor  but  put  off  at  once  for  the  Island  of  Cuba. 
1  should  have  added  that  we  reached  Nassau  about  4  p.  m.  on  Monday. 

At  sea  oft'  the  harbor  of  Cardenas  we  met  with  a  small  Spanish  war 
steamer  Avhen  we  raised  the  Confederate  flag  and  asked  to  speak  them. 
Our  salutation  (by  dipping  our  liag)  as  the  vessels  approached  each 
other  was  courteously  returned  and  the  Spaniard  laid  to.  Mr.  Slidell, 
with  Mr.  Eustis,  went  on  board,  and  on  his  return  reported  that  he  was 
received  with  great  kindness  and  civility.  We  had  been  somewhat 
detained  in  finding  our  way  over  the  shoal  water  of  the  Bahama  Banks, 
and  it  being  doubtful  whether  the  coal  remaining  would  take  us  to 
Havana  it  was  determined  to  put  into  this  port,  the  Spanish  steamer 
kindly  volunteering  to  attend  and  show  us  the  way.  We  cast  anchor 
oft  the  town  about  2  p.  m.,  but  our  papers  of  clearance,  &c.,  being 
directed  to  Havana,  and  there  being  some  difticulty  in  getting  the 
authorities  together  we  did  not  effect  a  lauding  until  the  next  day  (yes- 
terday). The  custom-house  ofticers,  however,  were  civil  and  attentive, 
and  as  soon  as  the  local  governor  could  be  appealed  to  he  dispensea 
with  all  formalities,  and  ourselves  and  baggage  landed  without  further 
diiiiculty  or  inspection. 

1  regret  to  say,  however,  that  we  shall  have  no  steamer  hence  to 
Saint  Thomas  until  November  9.  The  steamer  for  Cadiz  once  a  month 
departed  on  its  voyage  from  Havana  the  day  of  our  arrival  here.  We 
shall  thus  be  detained  at  Cuba  some  three  weeks.  The  island  is  said 
to  be  healthy.  We  shall  go  to  Havana  or  its  neighborhood  in  a  day  or 
two  and  remain  thereabouts  until  the  time  for  our  departure.  We 
found  a  few  Yankee  vessels  in  port  here,  and  learned  that  souie  of  the 
captains  loudly  expressed  their  dissatisfaction  at  our  being  escorted 
into  port  by  a  Spanish  man  of- war. 

The  Governor  with  some  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  town 
have  called  ou  and  proft'ered  us  every  attention,  and  so  far  as  we 
can  gather  opinions  from  conversation  and  on  the  streets  the  sympathies 
of  the  people  are  entirely  with  us.  1  would  not  omit  to  add  that  a  Mr. 
Casanova,  an  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Slidell,  and  who  married  a  Virginia 
lady,  learning  at  his  plantation  by  a  dispatch  sent  from  here  of  our 
arrival  came  Immediately  to  town  by  a  ride  of  thirty  miles  on  horse- 
back and  cordially  and  urgently  invited  our  entire  party  to  visit  him 
at  his  plantations,  both  of  sugar  and  coffee,  and  becouie  his  guests  dur- 
ing our  stay  on  the  island;  and  as  farther  evidence  of  his  kindness  or 
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sympathy,  as  may  be,  has  arranged  a  special  train  of  cars  to  take  such 
of  the  party  as  can  go  there  to-morrow.  Mr.  Slidell  and  his  family 
and  1  will  go  for  a  few  days. 

At  Havana  Ave  shall  endeavor  to  gather  such  information  as  may  be 
useful  to  tlio  Government  as  regards  the  disposition  of  the  authorities 
and  the  people,  and  transmit  it  thence  by  such  opportunity  as  may  be 
presented. 

We  think  that  our  successful  departure  from  Charleston,  leaving  the 
Nashville  still  there,  will  best  vindicate  the  course  we  adopted  in 
recommending  to  the  Government  the  charter  of  tlie  smaller  steamer. 
From  our  experience  in  the  matter  and  knowing  how  closely  the  port 
was  watched  we  have  every  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
result.  The  steamer  that  brought  us  under  her  new  name  of  Theodora 
after  replenishing  her  coal  here  proceeded  on  lier  way  to  Havana,  and 
I  sliall  send  this  dispatch  to  meet  her  there,  and  I  hope  to  be  safely 
taken  by  her  to  you. 

We  sent  you  from  Charleston  the  charter-party  with  her  owners,  and 
with  it  the  engagement  of  the  house  of  Frazer  &  Co.  to  pay  $5,000  for 
the  privilege  of  freighting  her  home  from  Havana,  all  which  we  hope 
will  be  acceptable  to  the  Government.  Writing  you  thus  fully  Mr.  Sli- 
dell requests  me  to  say  that  he  has  considered  it  unnecessary  to  write 
separately,  but  that  he  will  do  so  from  Havana.  I  am  gratified  to  add 
that  notwithstanding  the  excessive  heat  all  of  our  large  party  remain 
in  good  health.  Thermometer  from  1)6°  to  98°. 
With  great  respect,  and  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  MASON. 

P.  S. — Pardon  the  defaced  condition  of  this  sheet.  It  is  the  remain- 
ing one  of  the  stock  1  brought  with  me. 

J.  M.  M. 


U.  S.  Ship  San  Jacinto, 
Off  the  Gapes  of  Virginia,  November  15, 1861. 

My  Very  Dear  Wife  :  The  date  of  this  will  show  you  that  we  have 
been  captured,  and  on  the  way  to  New  York  the  ship  will  put  in  for 
coal  into  Hampton  lloads.  Captain  Wilkes  has  been  good  enough  to 
say  that  he  would  give  this  to  the  oflBcer  at  Fort  Monroe  to  take  its 
chance  of  being  sent  to  Norfolk  by  any  flag  of  truce  that  may  offer. 
We  left  Havana  on  the  7th  instant  on  board  a  British  mail  steamer  bound 
for  England,  and  on  the  next  day  this  ship  fell  in  with  us  at  sea  and 
Captain  Wilkes,  the  commander,  it  seems  felt  himself  authorized  to 
demand  us  from  the  English  captain  and  here  we  are. 

As  to  all  questions  arising  from  the  circumstances  attending  the 
capture  it  would  not  become  me  to  discuss  them  here  as  my  letter  will 
of  course  pass  under  inspection.  Messrs.  Eustis,  Slidell,  Macfarland 
and  myself  were  taken.  The  ladies  proceeded  on  the  voyage  to  Eng- 
land. Of  course  there  will  be  all  sorts  of  speculations  in  tlie  news- 
papers concerning  our  capture  and  its  consequences  but  I  have  only  to 
say,  my  dear  wife,  that  you  should  not  permit  your  mind  to  be  affected 
by  them,  and  draw  no  other  inference  from  my  silence  concerning  them 
except  that  I  of  necessity  write  under  constraint.  In  the  meantime  I 
assure  you  and  our  dear  ones  at  home  that  I  was  never  in  better  health 
in  my  life  and  in  no  manner  depressed,  as  I  beg  yotx  will  not  be.  We 
have  been  treated  with  every  possible  courtesy  and  respect  by  Captain 
Wilkes  and  his  officers  and  are  guests  in  the  cabin. 
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I  suppose  we  shall  get  to  ifew  York  on  Sunday  or  Monday  next,  tlie 
17th  or  18th,  and  in  due  time  presume  the  papers  will  tell  what  dispo- 
sition is  made  of  us.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  Avrite  to  you,  but  if 
allowed  will  do  so  and  may  have  it  in  my  power  to  tell  you  through 
what  channel  you  can  write.  Macfarland  will  attend  to  your  supplies 
and  have  no  care  about  mine  which  are  ample.  I  have  one  great  con- 
solation always  present  that  while  I  am  deprived  of  the  power  of  serv- 
ing and  watching  over  you  1  feel  entire  confidence  in  the  efficiency  and 
excellence  of  our  children  and  the  Ivind  friends  around  you. 

Should  you  find  the  means  of  writing  to  me  let  mc  have  full  details 
of  home  but  nothing  on  public  affairs.    I  can  only  add,  my  dear  wife, 
my  prayers  for  your  safety  and  those  of  our  loved  ones  at  home. 
From  yours,  most  affectionately,  forever, 

J.  M.  MASOE. 

P.  S. — My  love  to  Anna,  Kate  and  all — all  our  circle  and  friends. 

J.  M.  .M. 

Richmond,  November  17,  1S61. 
Governor  Thomas  O.  Moore,  New  Orleans : 

A  dispatch  received  from  General  Benjamin  Huger,  in  command  at 
JS^orfolk,  informs  me  that  he  has  been  officially  advised  by  General 
J.  E.  Wool,  now  in  command  at  Fortress  Monroe,  that  Messrs.  John 
Slidell,  J.  M.  Mason,  George  Bustis  and  J.  E.  Macfarland  were  taken 
from  on  board  the  British  ship  by  Commodore  Charles  Wilkes,  of  the 
U.  S.  vessel  San  Jacinto,  and  carried  as  prisoners  to  Portress  Monroe. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  /Secretary  of  War. 

Cbnterville,  Novemher  18,  1801. 
President  Davis: 

It  was  the  mail  steamer  Trent  from  which  our  ministers  were  taken 
on  8th  of  November.  They  declined  to  quit  the  Trent.  Force  Avas  used. 
Captured  in  Bahama  Channel.    Washington  Star,  3  p.  m.,  November  16. 

THOMAS  JORDAN. 

Richmond,  November  18,  18G1. 
Governor  Thomas  O.  Moore,  New  Orleans : 

John  Slidell,  J.  M.  Mason  and  their  secretaries  have  been  sent  to 
New  York.  They  were  taken  by  force  from  the  English  mail  steamer 
Trent.    The  ladies  went  on  to  England. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  Norfolk,  November  18,  1801. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  telegraphed  last  night  all  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mason  wrote  in 
reference  to  his  capture,  viz,  that  they  left  Havana  in  a  British  mail 
steamer  on  the  7th  instant  and  next  day  were  fallen  in  with  by  the 
San  Jacinto  whose  captain  felt  himself  authorized  to  take  them  from 
the  English  ship.  I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major-General 
Wool  upon  this  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 
Mayor- Qeneral,  Commanding. 
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[Inclosure.J 

Headquarteks  Department  of  Virginia,  &c., 

Fort  Monroe,  November  IC,  1861. 
General:  I  herewith  iuclose  four  letters  from  Messrs.  Mason,  Mac- 
farland  and  Eustis  but  no  letter  from  Mr.  Slidell,  prisoners  recently 
captured  from  a  British  ship  by  Captain  Wilkes,  of  San  Jacinto.    Cap- 
tain Wilkes  leaves  to-day  for  New  York.    *    *    * 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 

Extract  from  message  of  President  Davis  to  the  Confederate  Congress, 

November  19, 1861. 

To  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States: 

The  distinguished  gentlemen  whom  with  your  approval  at  the  last 
session  I  commissioned  to  represent  the  Confederacy  at  certain  foreign 
courts  have  been  recently  seized  by  the  captain  of  a  U.  S.  ship-of  war 
on  board  a  British  steamer,  on  their  voyage  fiom  the  neutral  Spanish 
port  of  Havana  to  England.  The  United  States  have  thus  claimed  a 
general  jurisdiction  over  the  high  seas,  and  entering  a  British  ship 
sailing  under  its  country's  flag  violated  the  rights  of  embassy  for  the 
most  part  held  sacred  even  amongst  barbarians  by  seizing  our  minis- 
ters whilst  under  the  protection  and  within  the  dominions  of  a  neutral 
nation.  These  gentlemen  were  as  much  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
British  Government  upon  that  ship  and  beneath  its  flag  as  if  they  had 
been  upon  its  soil;  and  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to 
seize  them  in  the  streets  of  London  would  have  been  as  well  founded 
as  that  to  apprehend  them  where  they  were  taken.  Had  they  been 
malefactors  and  citizens  even  of  the  United  States  they  could  not  have 
been  arrested  on  a  British  ship  or  on  British  soil  unless  under  the 
express  provisions  of  a  treaty  and  according  to  the  forms  therein  pro- 
vided for  the  extradition  of  criminals. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  November  21, 1801. 
Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  forward  an  article  written  by  me  on  the  capture 
of  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  which  will  I  hope  meet  your  approval. 
It  seems  to  me  important  at  all  events  that  we  should  let  it  be  dis- 
tinctly known  the  act  is  viewed  by  us  as  an  insult  to  the  British  flag. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly,  yours, 

'  H.  W.  HILLIAED. 

[Inolosurc] 

Mr.  Editor:  The  seizure  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Confederate 
States,  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell,  is  an  important  event  and  opens  an 
interesting  question  as  to  the  bearing  of  the  laws  of  nations  upon  the 
act.  The  facts  are  understood  to  be :  That  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  and 
Mr.  Slidell,  of  Louisiana,  took  passage  in  a  British  vessel  bound  for  Eng- 
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land ;  the  vessel  was  a  regular  mail  steamer,  commanded  by  an  oflBcer 
of  the  British  navy ;  it  was  boarded  on  the  high  seas  by  au  officer  of  an 
armed  vessel  of  the  United  States;  and  that  under  his  orders  the  gen- 
tlemen referred  to  and  others  with  them  were  seized  as  prisoners  and 
taken  from  the  British  steamer.  The  law  of  nations  in  order  to  enforce 
the  rights  of  belligerents  against  neutrals  confers  on  them  the  right  of 
visitation  and  search  upon  the  high  seas;  but  this  right  which  is  not 
to  be  exercised  in  time  of  i)eace  is  strictly  limited  as  a  right  of  war.  It 
is  said  by  the  highest  authority  to  be  "  strictly  and  exclusively  a  war 
right."  If  upon  making  the  search  the  vessel  be  found  employed  in 
carrying  troops,  dispatches  or  any  of  the  enemy's  property  it  is  liable 
to  be  taken  and  brought  before  a  prize  court.  This  doctrine  after  full 
discussion  has  been  sustained  both  in  the  courts  of  England  and  of 
this  country.  It  is  equally  well  settled  that  the  right  of  search  is  con- 
fined to  private  merchant  vessels  and  that  it  does  not  apply  to  public 
ships-of-war.  Let  us  apply  these  well-settled  principles  to  the  act 
which  we  are  considering.  In  peace  the  right  of  visit  and  of  search 
are  alike  denied  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  exist  foz 
any  cause  whatever,  even  by  an  armed  vessel  in  search  of  pirates.  The 
British  Government  has  insisted  upon  the  right  of  visit  as  distinguished 
from  the  right  of  search,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  if  the  vessel 
hoisting  the  American  flag  were  re.ally  a  vessel  of  the  United  States, 
disclaiming  any  right  of  search  after  verifying  the  character  of  the  ves- 
sel belonging  to  this  country;  but  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  uniformly  refused  to  recognize  the  distinction  and  has  emphatically 
refused  to  yield  its  ships  to  the  exercise  of  the  one  or  the  other.  Mr. 
Webster's  correspondence  with  Lord  Ashburton  in  1843  settled  the 
question  finally.  Conceding  then  the  right  of  the  United  States  when 
engaged  in  war  to  visit  and  search  the  private  merchant  vessels  of 
neutral  nations  for  purposes  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations  we  must 
inquire  how  far  this  concession  affects  the  act  which  we  have  under- 
taken to  examine:  the  boarding  a  British  mail  steamer  upon  the  high 
seas  and  seizing  persons  found  there  who  are  claimed  as  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  amenable  to  its  laws.  Are  the  United  States 
engaged  in  war?  The  Government  of  that  country  has  persistently 
refused  to  recognize  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  as  belligerents. 
It  is  insisted  by  their  public  functionaries  everywhere  that  they  are 
engaged  in  suppressing  a  rebellion;  they  treat  us  as  rebels;  they  deny 
our  right  to  fit  out  privateers  at  the  very  moment  when  they  assert 
that  it  is  a  right  belonging  to  nations  in  a  state  of  war;  they  refuse  an 
exchange  of  prisoners  upon  any  principle  of  public  law.  England  cer- 
tainly recognizes  us  as  belligerent,  but  does  this  entitle  the  United 
States  to  exercise  the  rights  of  a  nation  at  war  when  it  refuses  to 
acknowledge  itself  in  a  state  of  war  ?  At  most  1  hen  this  is  by  the  con- 
struction of  the  United  States  but  a  civil  war — not  a  public  war;  and 
where  a  Government  refuses  to  conduct  the  conflict  upon  the  principles 
of  international  law  ought  it  to  be  tolerated  in  the  exercise  of  the  rights 
of  a  belligerent?  The  rights  then  of  belligerents  engaged  in  public  war 
cannot  be  claimed  by  that  Government.  The  right  to  visit  and  search 
vessels  is  limited  to  their  own  waters  and  cannot  be  exercised  upon 
the  high  seas.  What  ofi'ense  have  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  com- 
mitted that  authorizes  a  vessel  of  the  United  States  to  seize  them  as 
public  enemies  upon  the  high  seas?  This  right  in  peace  exists  only  so 
far  as  public  enemies  are  concerned.  If  these  gentlemen  are  amenable 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  they  must  be  arrested  within  the 
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limits  of  the  country  or  demanded  by  regular  course  of  law  in  accord- 
ance with  treaty  stipulations.  The  flag  of  a  nation  must  not  be  violated 
upon  the  high  seas  that  they  may  be  brought  back  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  tlie  country.  Mr.  Webster  lays  down  this  doctrine  clearly  in  his 
letter  to  Lord  Ashburton  upon  the  subject  of  impressment : 

Every  merchant  vessel  on  the  liiflh  seas  is  rightfully  considered  as  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  country  to  which  it  bclon.^s.  Tuo  entry  therefore  into  snch  a  vessel 
being  neutral  by  a  bollisterent  is  an  a(^t  of  force,  and  is  prima  facie  a  wrong,  a  tres- 
jiass,  which  can  bo  justified  only  when  done  for  some  purpose  allowed  to  form  a 
sufficient  justification  by  the  law  of  n.ations.  liut  a  British  crniscrenters  an  Ameri- 
can merchant  vessel  in  order  to  take  therefrom  supposed  British  subjects,  ottering  no 
justification  therefor  under  the  law  of  nations,  but  claiming  the  right  under  the  law 
of  England  respecting  the  King's  prerogative.  This  cannot  be  defended.  English 
soil,  English  territory,  English  jurisdiction  is  the  ■■ippropriate  sphere  for  the  oper- 
ation of  English  liiw.  The  ocean  is  the  sphere  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  any  mer- 
chant vessel  on  the  seas  is  by  that  law  nndor  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  her  own 
nation,  and  may  claim  immunity  unless  in  cases  in  which  that  law  allows  her  to  be 
entered  or  visited. 

If  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  were  offenders  against  any  law  of  the 
TTuited  States  they  could  not  be  arrested  on  the  high  seas  while  in  a 
British  vessel,  the  United  States  not  being  engaged  in  war.  There  is  yet 
another  view  of  this  question.  Is  a  British  mail  steamer  a  private 
merchant  vessel  ?  This  steamer  is  not  subject  to  the  control  of  mer- 
chants. It  is  engaged  in  transporting  the  mails  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. It  is  commanded  by  a  British  naval  officer  detailed  for  that 
duty,  and  the  vessel  is  to  some  extent  armed.  If  it  be  said  that  it  is 
not  a  ship-of-war  because  it  is  employed  in  the  civil  service  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  reply  is  that  any  vessel  in  Her  Marjesty's  navy  might  be 
detailed  for  that  service,  and  a  ship-of-war  would  not  forfeit  its  charac- 
ter by  engaging  in  it.  The  steamer  in  question  is  certainly  not  a  private 
merchant  vessel,  and  it  is  well  settled  that  only  such  a  vessel  can  be 
visited  and  searched  even  in  war.  Other  vessels  enjoy  an  immunity 
from  the  exercise  of  any  jurisdiction  but  that  of  the  soveieigu  power 
to  which  they  belong.  This  is  everywhere  conceded  both  in  peace  and 
in  war.  Here  then  is  a  vessel  in  the  service  of  the  British  Government, 
commanded  by  a  British  naval  officer,  armed  and  sailing  under  the  flng 
of  that  country,  boarded  on  the  high  seas  by  a  ship-of-war  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  and  persons  under  the  protecti(m  of  that  flag  are 
torn  from  it  and  held  as  prisoners.  Will  the  British  (rovernment  submit 
to  it?  Is  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  refuse  to  yield  the« 
right  to  arm  privateers  at  the  instance  of  the  great  maritime  powers  of 
Europe,  and  yet  to  treat  as  pirates  persons  sailing  with  letters  of 
marque  granted  by  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  upon  the 
ground  that  it  is  no.  government,  and  at  the  same  time  is  that  Govern- 
ment to  be  tolerated  in  exercising  on  the  high  seas  rights  strictly  limited 
to  belligerents  in  an  actual  state  of  war?  Is  that  Government  to 
treat  a  ])ublic  vessel  of  the  British  Government  as  if  it  were  a  private 
niercliant  vessel  1  Such  insolence  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  now  be  rebuked 
and  punished. 

H. 


London,  November  37, 186 1. 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell. 

SII^ :  Tlie  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Government  the  following  facts:  On  the  7th  of  November, 
instant,  James  M.  Mason,  John  Slidell,  James  Macfarland  and  George 
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Eustis,  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  embarked  on 
board  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  royal  mail  steam  packet  Trent,  then  in 
the  harbor  of  Havana,  Cuba,  as  passengers  for  Southampton,  England. 
On  the  8th  instant  when  in  the  Bahama  Channel,  off  the  Paradon 
Grande  Light-House,  the  Trent  was  brought  to  by  the  firing  of  two 
guns  said  to  have  been  shotted  from  a  U.  S.  man-of-war,  the  San 
Jacinto,  which  vessel  sent  an  officer  and  armed  boat's  crew  on  board 
of  the  Trent,  and  after  some  preliminary  acts  the  officer  demanded  that 
the  four  passengers  named  above  should  be  delivered  up  to  him.  The 
captain  of  the  Trent  refused  to  complj  with  this  order,  and  the  citizens 
of  the  Confederate  States  above  named  claimed  the  protection  of  the 
British  flag.  The  U.  S.  officer  then  proceeded  to  arrest  those  gentlemen 
by  the  aid  of  his  armed  crew  under  circumstances  of  aggravating 
violence  and  carried  them  as  prisoners  from  the  Trent  to  the  San 
Jacinto. 

The  undersigned  believe  that  this  proceeding  is  in  violation  of  inter- 
national law  and  not  justifiable  under  any  treaty  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  that  of  the  United  States.  If  it 
shall  be  insisted  upon  that  these  citizens  were  coming  to  England  in 
the  capacity  of  ambassadors  it  is  a  sufficient  reply  tliat  they  were  not 
recognized  as  such  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  nor  by  tJiat 
of  Her  Majesty.  The  former  Government  looks  upon  them  simply  as 
rebellious  citizens ;  the  latter  as  the  citizens  of  a  belligerent  power.  No 
charge  of  their  being  bearers  of  dispatches  was  made  by  the  U.  S.  officer, 
and  if  made  it  is  confidently  believed  it  would  not  justify  their  forcible 
seizure  under  the  circumstances. 

It  may  be  concluded  that  these  gentlemen  had  been  commissioned 
by  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  to  proceed  to  Europe  and 
use  their  best  endeavors  to  form  friendly  relations  with  the  neutral 
European  powers,  but  under  such  supposition  the  undersigned  insist 
that  they  were  not  liable  to  seizure  upon  the  deck  of  a  neutral  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  seized,  for  the  reasons : 

First,  that  such  a  procedure  can  only  be  sustained  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  neutral  States  are  not  justifiable  in  entertaining  propositions 
for  the  recognition  of  and  commercial  intercourse  with  belligerent 
powers. 

Second,  that  these  persons  were  proceeding  from  a  neutral  port  to  a 
.neutral  port  in  a  neutral  vessel. 

It  may  be  conceded  that  ambassadors  proceeding  from  an  enemy's 
port  to  a  neutral  port  are  liable  to  seizure  under  a  neutral  flag,  but  the 
undersigned  have  been  unable  to  find  a  principle  of  international  law 
or  a  precedent  which  justifies  such  a  procedure  when  the  ambassador 
is  proceeding  from  one  neutral  port  to  another.  In  fact  a  high  Ameri- 
can authority.  President  Woolsey,  lays  it  down  as  incontrovertible  that 
a  neutral  vessel  may  convey  unmolested  an  ambassador  of  the  enemy 
or  dispatches  of  the  enemy  to  and  from  his  own  or  any  other  neutral 
government.  (Introduction  to  Study  of  International  Law,  p.  408:  On 
Relations  Between  Belligerents  and  Neutrals.  Theodore  1)  Woolsev 
Yale  College,  Boston,  1860.)  ' 

.  Mr.  Wheaton  seems  to  sustain  this  view,  for  after  laying  down  the 
general  principle  that  "the  fraudulent  carrying  of  dispatches  will  also 
subject  the  neutral  vessel  in  which  they  are  transported  to  capture  and 
confiscation,"  he  further  says : 

But  carrying  the  dispatches  of  an  ambassador  or  other  public  minister  of  the 
enemy  resident  in  a  neutral  territory  is  an  exception  to  the  reasoning  on  which  the 
above  general  rule  is  founded. 
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The  same  author  says: 

The  neutral  country  has  a  right  to  preserve  its  rclatioiis  with  the  enemy,  aufl  you 
are  not  at  liberty  to  conclude  that  any  coiiniiunicalion  between  them  can  partake  in 
any  degree  of  the  nature  of  hostility  against  you. 

Most  assuredly  tbeu  the  bearers  of  such  dispatches  ov  the  ambassa- 
dors themselves  are  not  liable  to  seizure  ou  a  neutral  vessel  when  pro- 
ceeding- from  one  neutral  country  to  another.  The  undersigned  think 
that  it  will  be  found  ou  examination  that  when  an  ambassador  has  been 
held  to  be  liable  to  seizure  on  a  neutral  vessel  wliile  on  his  passage  it 
has  been  when  the  neutral  vessel  received  him  in  the  enemy's  port  or 
was  carrying  him  to  the  enemy's  port.  In  the  present  case  tlie  persons 
seized  were  received  as  simple  passengers  on  the  neutral  vessel  bound 
from  one  neutral  country  to  anotlier. 

The  undersigned  submit  also  this  further  view  of  tlie  case :  Crranting 
that  the  persons  seized  were  liable  to  seizure  it  is  submitted  that  the 
question  of  liability  is  a  judicial  question.  For  the  decision  of  all 
such  questions  admiralty  courts  are  established,  and  in  those  courts 
alone  where  both  parties  can  be  heard  could  they  be  determined.  The 
only  proper  course  was  a  seizure  of  the  Trent  with  her  cargo  and  pas- 
sengers and  a  submission  of  the  whole  matter  to  a  judicial  tribunal. 

The  undersigned  therefore  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  protest  against 
this  act  of  illegal  violence  done  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  on  board  of  an  English 
vessel  by  which  they  have  been  torn  from  their  families  and  committed 
to  a  loathsome  ]irison.  They  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  lay  the  facts 
before  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  to  claim  for  their 
imprisoned  countrymen  the  full  benefit  of  that  protection  to  which 
every  ])rivate  jtersou  who  seeks  shelter  under  the  British  flag  and 
demeans  himself  according  to  BritivSli  law  has  heretofore  ever  been  held 
to  be  entitled. 

The  undersigned  therefore  confidently  hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment will  cause  those  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  who  have 
been  so  illegally  taken  from  the  deck  of  a  British  vessel  to  be  returned 
to  the  ])osition  which  they  enjoyed  under  the  protection  of  the  British 
flag  when  seized,  or  to  the  port  whither  they  were  bound  and  to  which 
Her  Majesty's  Eoyal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  had  engaged  to  take 
them  after  having  received  the  usual  compensation. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  assure  his  lordship  of  their  very 
high  consideration. 

W.  L.  YANCEY. 

P.  A.  ROST. 

A.  DUDLEY  MANN. 


Commission  of  thk  Confederate  States  of  America, 

London,  December  2, 1861. 
Hon.  li.  ]\1.  T.  Hunter. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  on  the  27th  ultimo 
of  dispatches  of  date  the  24th  of  August,  as  also  of  dispatch  dated 
2.'!d  of  September,  18G1.* 

It  is  our  painful  duty  to  communicate  to  you  that  on  the  8th  ultimo 
Messrs.  John  Slidell,  James  M.  Mason,  James  Macfarland  and  George 
Eustis  were  forcibly  taken  by  the  U.  S.  man-of-war  Sau  Jacinto  from 

*  None  of  these  dispatches  found. 
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her  Britannic  Majesty's  royal  mail  steam  packet  Trent  while  on  her 
passage  from  Havana,  Cuba,  to  the  Island  of  Saint  Thomas  when  in 
the  Bahama  Passage  off  the  Paredon  Grande  Liglit- House.  The  facts 
as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn  them,  and  we  believe  them  to  be 
extremely  reliable,  are  iis  follows: 

On  the  7th  of  November  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  with  their  suite 
embarked  on  board  the  Trent  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  as  passengers 
foi'  Southampton,  England.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  November, 
when  in  the  narrowest  part  of  the  Bahama  Passage,  off  Paredon 
Grande  Light-House,  the  San  Jacinto  was  seen  lying  to  in  the  pas- 
sage. When  the  Trent  came  within  half  a  mile  or  less  the  San 
Jacinto  ran  up  the  U.  S.  flag  and  simultaneously  fired  a  round  shot 
across  the  bow  of  ,'the  Trent,  imm(«liately  afterward  firing  a  shell 
which  exploded  within  a  hundred  yards  of  that  vessel.  The  captain 
of  the  Trent  then  displayed  the  British  flag  and  being  within  hailing 
distance  demanded  to  know  what  was  wanted.  The  reply  from  the 
officer  of  the  San  Jacinto  was  that  he  wished  to  send  a  boat  alongside. 
Tlie  Trent  was  then  brought  to  and  Lieutenant  Fairfax  with  an  armed 
boat's  crew  from  the  San  Jacinto  boarded  her.  He  demanded  of  the 
captain  a  list  of  his  passengers.  This  was  refused.  The  lieutenant 
then  said  that  the  captain  of  the  San  Jacinto  was  informed  that 
Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Macfarland  and  Eustis  were  on  board  and  that 
he  was  instructed  to  seize  them.  These  gentlemen  at  once  avowed 
their  presence,  but  claimed  the  protection  of  the  British  flag.  The 
IT.  S.  officer  replied  that  unless  they  were  surrendered  to  him  he  should 
take  possession  of  the  ship  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  after  a 
solemn  protest  by  the  admiralty  officer  on  board  the  Trent  against 
the  whole  proceeding  those  gentlemen  were  seized  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.  Lieutenant  Fairfax  further  said  that  he  was  instructed 
to  lay  the  ship  alongside  the  San  Jacinto.  The  captain  of  the  Trent 
rei)liedthat  he  was  going  to  his  quartei-deck,  adding,  "If  you  want 
me  you  will  find  me  there,"  and  at  once  proceeded  to  the  quarter-deck. 
Lieutenant  Fairfax  left  the  Trent,  however,  without  further  enforcing 
his  order,  carrying  with  him  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  Macfarland  and 
Eustis  as  prisoners,  and  the  Trent  then  proceeded  upon  her  voyage. 
All  the  papers,  letters  and  dispatches  under  charge  of  Messrs.  Slidell 
and  Mason  were  brought  to  us  on  the  27th  instant,  immediately  after 
the  arrival  of  the  West  India  mail  packet  at  Southampton  by  Mr. 
Hankel,  of  Charleston. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstances  the  members  of  the  commission 
after  consultation,  taking  into  consideration  the  great  interests  of  the 
Confederate  States,  have  severally  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  tlie 
duty  of  each  to  remain  near  this  Government  and  that  of  France  until 
further  advised  by  the  President.  In  consequence  we  have  addressed 
to  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  a  solemn  remonstrance  against 
the  outrage  perpetrated  by  the  United  States  in  thus  forcibly  seizing 
the  persons  of  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  on  board  of  an 
English  vessel  at  sea. 

We  have  also  in  obedience  to  instructions  of  the  President  to  the 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason  communicated  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment a  copy*  of  the  list  of  vessels  which  had  arrived  at  and  cleared 
from  the  Confederate  ports  from  the  date  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
blockade  to  the  20th  of  August,  1861,  and  also  a  copy*  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  of  the  13th  of  August,  1861,  touching  the  declaration 
of  the  Conference  of  Paris.    We  annex  copies*  of  both  of  these  notes. 

*  Not  found. 
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Wo  also  send  with  this  dispatch  for  the  information  of  the  Depart- 
ment certain  editorials  of  the  London  journals*  indicating  the  state  of 
public  opinion  upon  the  seizure  of  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  and  their 
secretaries.  The  editorial  from  the  Morning  Post  is  understood  to  be 
inspired  by  Lord  Palmerston ;  that  from  the  Times  of  tlie  29th  is  under- 
stood to  be  from  tlie  Foreign  Office.  Having  carefully  read  the  differ 
ent  papers  we  find  that  there  is  but  one  daily  journal  in  London  that 
entertains  the  opinion  that  the  act  of  the  San  Jacinto  is  justifiable; 
that  is  the  Morning  Star,  the  supposed  organ  of  Mr.  Bright  and  Mr. 
Cobden,  and  used  as  one  by  Mr.  Adams. 

It  is  believed  in  well-informed  circles  and  in  fact  we  may  say  that  it 
has  been  communicated  to  us  by  persons  connected  with  high  official 
personages  in  the  Government  titiat  the  Cabinet  in  council  on  the  30th 
ultimo  determined  upon  a  report  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  that 
the  act  of  tlie  commander  of  the  San  Jacinto  was  illegal,  and  that  a 
demand  should  be  made  on  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for 
apology  and  the  restitution  of  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  Macfarland  and 
Eustis.  We  have  also  received  information  in  the  same  manner  that 
the  blockade  is  considered  to  be  ineffective — entirely  so — by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet. 

After  a  full  consideration  of  the  question  we  have  not  as  yet  deemed 
it  advisable  to  again  formally  press  the  recognition  of  the  Confederate 
States  upon  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  at  this  moment  but  will 
await  a  favorable  opportunity  to  do  so.  At  this  time  we  think  it  would 
meet  with  rejection,  at  least  before  the  answer  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  the  demand  which  the  British  Government  has  made 
for  apology  and  restitution  shall  be  received. 

The  C.  S.  steamer  I^ashville  arrived  at  Southampton  on  the  21st 
ultimo  slightly  injured  in  her  wheelhouses  and  deck  by  adverse  storms 
experienced  on  her  passage.  We  learn  from  Lieutenaiit  Pegram  that 
on  the  19th  ultimo  in  seventy  fathoms  of  water  he  captured  and  burnt 
the  ship  Harvey  Birch,  of  1,500  tons  burden,  owned  in  ifew  York  and 
in  ballast  from  Havre.  She  was  valued  at  $125,000.  Her  officers 
and  crew  were  taken  to  Southampton  and  landed  there.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  Nashville  will  be  allowed  to  repair. 

The  U.  S.  armed  steamship  James  Adger  has  been  in  the  waters  of 
England  for  the  last  few  weeks.  It  wns  asserted  that  she  came  to  seek 
for  the  Nashville.  She  was  allowed  to  repair  damages  sustained  on  her 
voyage  and  to  coal.  Since  then  she  has  been  hovering  about  the  coast. 
W'e  understand  that  in  reply  to  a  demand  as  to  her  object  by  an  officer 
of  the  admiralty  that  the  commander  avowed  that  he  was  instructed  to 
seize  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  wherever  he  could  find  them  at  sea  and 
that  he  expected  to  take  them  out  of  the  West  India  mail  packet.  We 
were  further  informed  that  the  U.  S.  officer  was  then  advised  that  such 
an  act  would  be  considered  as  an  insult  to  the  British  flag. 

We  have  been  advised  that  the  opinion  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
and  that  of  his  ministry  is  that  the  affair  of  the  Trent  is  a  great  out- 
rage upon  the  British  flag.  We  have  inclosed  extracts  from  various 
Paris  iournals*  all  taking  the  same  view. 

"We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

'  W.  L.  YANCEY. 

P.  A,  EOST. 
A.  DUDLEY  MANN. 


*  Not  found. 
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40  Albemakle  Street,  London,  December  2, 1861. 
Hon.  liOBERT  31.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  instructions  dated  September  133  were  received 
on  the  28tli  instant.  At  present  tliere  is  a  probability  that  our  recog- 
nition by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  will  not  be  much  longer 
delayed.  I  congratulate  you  with  all  my  heart  upon  the  indications 
which  so  strikingly  manifest  themselves  for  a  si>eedy  termination  of 
the  noble  sacrifices  of  our  country  for  the  attainment  of  its  independ- 
ence. Great  Britain  is  in  downright  earnestness  in  her  jmrpose  to 
humiliate  by  disgraceful  concessions  or  to  punish  severely  by  force  the 
so-called  United  States  for  the  flagrant  violation  of  the  integrity  of 
her  flag  upon  the  high  seas.    Her  voice  will  now  be  found  in  her  sword. 

By  never  losing  sight  for  a  moment  of  the  object  for  which  I  was 
appointed  and  not  quitting  here  for  a  day  since  my  arrival  1  have  suc- 
ceeded in  opening  channels  of  communication  with  the  most  important 
personages  of  the  realm.  In  an  hour  after  the  Cabinet  decided  upon 
its  line  of  action  with  resi)ect  to  the  outrage  committed  by  the  San 
Jacinto  I  was  furnished  with  full  particulars.  What  a  iioble  states- 
man is  Lord  Palmerston !  His  heart  is  as  young  as  it  was  forty  years 
ago. 

I  suggested  the  importance  of  putting  the  new  and  invincible  iron- 
plated  steamer  Warrior  in  (jommissioii  and  of  disiiatching  her  to  Annap- 
olis Roads  with  a  special  minister  to  Washington.  This  in  my  opinion 
would  have  secured  the  immediate  restoration  of  our  captured  country- 
men to  the  freedom  which  they  enjoyed  under  the  British  flag  and  thus 
assured  their  early  arrival  in  Loudon  and  Paris.  It  would  also  have 
so  humiliated  the  North  that  her  position  would  have  been  very  equiv- 
ocal as  relates  to  respectability  in  the  family  of  nations.  With  all  her 
brazen-facedness  she  could  not  have  elevated  her  head  again  for  a  half 
century. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Mason  or  his  successor,  if  he  shall  not  bo  surrendered, 
arrives  I  shall  repair  to  Madrid  and  afterward  i)roceed  to  Brusssels. 
For  this  renewed  manifestation  of  confidence  in  nie  by  the  President 
and  the  agreeable  manner  in  which  you  have  comnmnicated  it  I  cannot 
adequately  express  my  thanks. 

I  (;anuot  close  this  hurried  note  without  expressing  to  you  my  unqual- 
ified admiration  of  the  peculiarly  proper  bearing  oif  Mrs.  Slidell,  her 
daughter  and  Mrs.  Eustis  under  the  distressing  separation  from  their 
husbands  and  father.  Truly  may  it  be  said  as  concerns  those  ladies 
that  "woman's  hour  is  the  hour  of  adversity."  I  never  was  so  proud 
before  of  my  countrywomen  in  a  foreign  land.  There  is  not  a  British 
heart  that  does  not  sympathize  sincerely  with  them. 
Yours,  with  faithful  consideration, 

A.  DUDLEY  MAXN. 


Memorandnm, 

Foreign  Office,  [London,]  December  '/,  1861. 
Lord  Eussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Y'ancey,  Mr.  Kost  and 
Mr.  Mann.    He  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  their  letters  of  the  27th* 
and  oOthf  of  November,  but  in  the  present  state  of  affairs  he  must 
decline  to  enter  into  any  official  communication  with  them. 

-  See  p.  1231.  fKot  found. 
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Paris,  December  M,  ISOl. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

Fresident  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Sir  :  A  friend  takes  charge  of  this  letter  which  may  prove  useful 
should  our  last  dispatch  not  have  been  received. 

Having  gone  to  England  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  outrage  commit- 
ted upon  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  at  the  first  interview  I  had  witli 
my  colleagues  we  severally  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  separate 
powers  and  instructions  last  received  presupposed  the  presence  of 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  in  London  and  Paris,  and  that  in  tlie  excited 
state  of  pnblic  feeling  which  had  resulted  from  their  capture  the  best 
interests  of  our  Government  required  our  presen(;e  in  those  capitals. 

I  could  not  be  in  doubt  as  to  the  course  I  ought  to  pursue,  having 
positive  information  through  the  Spanish  legation  here  that  the  ques- 
tion of  our  recognition  had  never  been  mooted  at  Madrid  and  would 
not  be  until  we  were  recognized  by  England  or  France,  and  knowing 
besides  the  necessity  of  counteracting  at  once  an  attempt  then  being 
made  by  an  influential  portion  of  the  French  press  to  unite  against  us 
the  anti-English  and  anti-slavery  feelings  of  this  country. 

The  comnnssioners  addressed  a  strong  representation  to  Earl  Eussell 
in  relation  to  the  affair  of  the  Trent,  asking  the  British  {Jovernment  to 
demand  the  immediate  restitution  of  our  captive  friends  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  British  flag.  England  has  ere  this  demanded  that  restitu- 
tion, and  unless  the  North  has  yielded  at  once  war  is  certain.  In  that 
war  France  will  remain  neutral,  but  it  is  confidently  believed  in  Gov- 
ernment circles  that  in  a  few  montlis  it  will  be  in  her  power  to  come 
forward  and  command  peace  between  the  three  belligerents. 

Should  the  Lincoln  Government  yield  I  am  assured  by  my  colleagues 
tliat  the  British  Government  is  now  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  inefifl- 
ciency  of  the  blockade  and  will  insist  that  it  be  raised.  While  the 
Emperor  wishes  to  continue  on  good  terms  with  the  United  States 
(lovernment  and  would  regret  to  see  the  Federal  navy  destroyed  I 
cannot  doubt  that  his  sympathies  and  those  of  his  Government  are  with 
us.  A  series  of  articles  headed  "Keconnaissance  des  Etiits  Gonfed- 
er6s,"  now  in  course  of  publication  in  the  Pays  newspaper,  are  written 
in  the  Bureaux  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior.  They  advocate  the  right 
of  secession,  the  cause  of  the  South  generally,  and  its  right  to  be  recog- 
nized. Other  articles  of  the  same  character  have  been  recommended 
for  publication  in  other  papers  by  the  director  of  the  press,  but  thus  far 
have  not  been  published  because  most  probably  the  editors  of  those 
papers  expect  money  from  us.  That  question  of  money  is  continually 
turning  up  against  us.  I  do  what  I  can  out  of  my  own  means  but  tliat 
resource  is  necessarily  limited. 

Many  causes  little  understood  at  home  have  combined  to  delay  our 
recognition ;  but  a  great  change  in  public  opinion  has  taken  place  here 
within  the  last  six  months,  and  in  reviewing  the  past  while  I  avoided 
rendering  myself  obnoxious  by  indecent  haste  I  am  not  conscious  of 
having  omitted  anything  calculated  to  advance  our  cause.  My  unoffi- 
cial intercourse  with  members  of  the  Government  has  been  more  and 
more  friendly,  and  on  a  recent  occasion  M.  Thonvenel  was  pleased  to 
say  to  me  that  no  one  could  have  accomplished  more  than  I  had. 

We  have  given  Earl  Kussell  and  M.  Thouvenel  the  list  of  the  vessels 
which  had  rnn  tlie  blockade,  and  in  obedience  to  the  last  instru(!tions 
addressed  a  communication  to  them.  M.  Thouvenel  was  astonished  to 
find  the  evasions  so  numerous,  as  the  reports  made  to  him  by  the  officer 
commanding  the  French  squadron  on  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  had 
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induced  Lim  to  believe  that  uotwithstiinding  occasioual  violations  the 
blockade  could  not  be  considered  inoffectnal.  He  promised  to  take  the 
matter  into  serious  consideration.  The  lists  sent  only  extend  to  the  end 
of  August  and  first  part  of  September;  lists  of  subsequent  violations 
should  be  sent  to  us  immediately.  Should  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell 
be  liberated  and  allowed  to  proceed  to  Europe  recent  proofs  of  the 
insufficiency  of  the  blockade  might  be  of  the  greatest  importance  in 
their  negotiations. 

December  28. 

jSTo  news  from  America.    The  London  Times  of  yesterday  says: 

AVe  are  at  this  iiiomeut  looking  up  at  the  coin  whicli  is  twirling  iu  the  air  and 
guessing  without  any  good  ground  of  preference  whether  it  will  come  down  lioads  or 
tails — war  or  peace. 

This  is  a  true  statement  of  the  situation.  In  the  mean  time  England 
is  fitting  out  the  largest  naval  expedition  that  ever  left  her  shores. 
That  expedition  will  crush  the  North  at  a  blow  if  there  is  war,  or  open 
the  blockade  if  there  is  not. 

I  am.  with  very  high  regard,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

P.  A.  EOST. 


London,  Becemher  SI,  1861, 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Httntee. 

Sir:  Nothing  has  occurred  since  the  last  dispatch  of  the  commission 
which  iu  their  opinion  requires  an  official  communication  to  the  State 
Department.  Duplicates  of  that  dispatch  have  also  been  sent  off", 
together  with  a  copy  of  Earl  Russell's  reply*  to  our  notes.  The  terms 
and  spirit  of  that  reply  in  my  opinion  called  for  notice  from  the  com- 
mission, but  my  colleagues  did  not  think  so,  and  consequently  Earl 
Russell's  note  has  not  been  answered.  The  publication  of  Mr.  Adams' 
correspondence  with  his  Oovernment  which  has  just  appeared  and 
which  doubtless  you  have  seen  has  strengthened  me  in  the  view  that 
the  note  should  have  been  replied  to  but  Oolonel  Mann  (Judge  Rost 
at  Paris)  still  adheres  to  his  original  impression. 

Earl  Russell  promises  to  Mr.  Adams  (in  June  last)  that  he  will  not 
see  the  "pseudo  commissioners  any  more."  What  truckling  to  the 
arrogant  demand  of  Mr.  Seward  that  England  should  forego  her  inter- 
national privilege  of  hearing  the  case  of  a  belligerent  power !  What  a 
violation  m  fact  of  that  impartial  neutrality  proclaimed,  a  neutrality 
indeed  which  includes  the  equal  hearing  of  both  sides,  although  ujiou 
unequal  terms — official  on  one  side,  unofficial  on  the  other.  Had  the 
foreign  secretary  in  August  last  not  driven  us  to  a  written  communi- 
cation the  commissioners  could  have  kept  up  unofficial  and  verbal 
interviews  and  communications  until  this  time,  and  not  have  subjected 
themselves  to  the  rebuffs  they  have  received,  while  at  the  same  time 
they  could  have  constantly  kept  the  English  Cabinet  informed  of  events 
and  their  own  views.  But  Earl  Russell's  last  note  cuts  oft'  all  communi- 
cations until  at  least  the  question  of  the  Trent  has  received  a  solution. 

I  presume  there  is  no  doubt  that  England  has  demanded  the  restitu- 
tion of  Mason  and  Slidell  and  an  apology.  Here  public  opinion  gen- 
erally is  that  they  will  be  surrendered.  The  funds  fluctuate.  The  Gov- 
ernment view  is  that  the  issue  of  peace  or  war  is  about  evenly  balanced. 
Ten  thousand  picked  troops  and  immense  war  material  have  been  sent 

*  Not  found  as  iin  iuclosurfi,  l>nt  ])robably  reiers  to  niemor.andum  of  December  7,  p.  1236. 
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to  Canada.    A  great  steam  fleet  has  been  fitted  out,  and  if  there  is 
war  the  English  blows  will  be  crushing  on  the  sea-board. 

If  Masou  and  Slidell  be  given  up  the  Government  here  will  endeavor 
for  awhile  at  least  to  observe  a  frigid  neutrality  toward  us;  that  is 
will  lean  to  the  United  States  on  the  blockade  and  diplomatic  issue, 
and  postpone  or  refuse  recognition.  France,  however,  will  be  disposed 
I  think  to  act  more  favorably,  and  may  drive  England  into  favorable 
action.  Public  opinion  is  fgr  us,  and  when  Parliament  meets  I  feel  con- 
fident that  the  ministry  will  be  compelled  to  act  favorably  or  to  resign. 

The  British  West  India  mail  steamer  from  Samt  Thomas  was  due  on 
the  28th,  but  only  arrived  off  Southampton  an  hour  ago.  The  Havana 
steamer  of  December  28  failed  to  connect,  and  my  opinion  is  that  a 
Yankee  captain  mindful  of  the  honors  heaped  on  Wilkes  has  searched 
her  and  found  dispatches  or  Confederate  agents  and  has  taken  her  into 
port  for  adjudication.  If  so  war  can  no  longer  be  i)revented,  for  Eng- 
land will  not  submit  to  it.  I  desire  to  leave  here  very  much,  and  if 
Mason  and  Slidell  arrive  or  other  commissioners  will  do  so  at  once.  If 
no  one  arrives  to  take  my  place  and  war  ensues  1  will  leave  on  con- 
cluding a  treaty  with  England  and  be  home  I  hope  by  March. 
Most  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

W.  L.  YANCEY. 

Januakt  1, 1862. 
The  British  West  India  mail  steamer  due  on  29th  not  yet  arrived. 
It  is  feared  that  a  Yankee  man-of-war  has  seized  her,  and  if  so  per- 
hai)s  because  of  C.  S.  officers  and  dispatches  on  board.    It  was  a  false 
rumor  as  to  arrival  of  the  Shannon. 

Y. 


Richmond,  January  1, 1862. 
Governor  Thomas  O.  Mooee,  New  Orleam: 

John  Slidell  and  J.  M.  Mason  have  been  given  up.  William  H. 
Seward's  letter  to  Lord  Lyons  occupies  several  columns  of  the  Balti- 
more Sun,  and  concludes  with  saying  he  delivers  up  the  commissioners 
with  pleasure  whenever  Lord  Lyons  chooses  to  receive  them.  I  have 
this  information  from  a  gentleman  who  read  Seward's  letter  in  the  Sun, 
but  I  have  not  seen  the  paper  myself. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  January  1,  1802. 
Payne,  Huntington  &  Co.,  New  Orleans: 

Your  dispatch  received.  Will  attend  to  it  to-morrow.  Happy  New 
Year  to  you  all.  I  have  just  received  positive  information  that  J.  M. 
Mason  and  John  Slidell  have  been  returned  to  England. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  Richmond,  Va.,  January  5,  1862. 
Louis  Heyligek,  Esij.,  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  several  favors  by  the  Theodora  and  Ella 
Warley  have  been  received  and  your  action  in  the  accomplishment  of 
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your  mission  fully  approved.  *  *  *  The  Nortbern  Government  lias 
as  you  will  have  been  informed  submitted  to  the  peremjttory  demand  of 
Great  Britain  for  the  surrender  of  Mason  and  Slidell,  and  thus  there  is 
no  prospect  of  immediate  hostilities  between  those  two  powers  although 
everything  portends  the  rupture  of  their  friendly  relations  at  no 
distant  day.    *     *    * 

Yours,  very  truly, 

.J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fenton's  Hotel,  London,  January  30,  1862. 
Hon,  E.  M.  T.  Hx^nter,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  We  arrived  in  London  yesterday  evening  and  I  could 
address  you  but  a  short  private  note  by  a  ship  to  sail  to-day  for  a  Con- 
federate port.  I  have  had  but  one  day  in  London  and  that  engrossed 
by  visitors,  embracing  many  of  our  countrymen  here  with  many  Eng- 
lish gentlemen  who  symi>athize  with  tis. 

This  letter  which  cannot  contain  much  is  to  go  by  the  Nashville,  and 
if  Captain  Pegram  makes  good  his  voyage  he  will  tell  you  the  compli- 
cations that  have  arisen  in  regard  to  his  presence  in  an  English  port. 
It  will  suffice  for  me  to  say  that  the  Federal  ship  Tuscarora  being  at 
Southampton  to  watch  him  this-Government  ordered  both  to  leave  the 
port,  brought  about  by  misconduct  in  regard  to  the  espionage  of  the 
commander  of  the  Tuscarora,  the  Nashville  to  depart  as  1  understand 
it  twenty-four  hours  (afterward  extended  to  forty-eight)  after  the 
departure  of  the  Tuscarora.  Captain  Pegram  who  consulted  with  me 
in  obeying  this  apparently  harsh  order  has  acted  in  everything  in  a 
manner  becoming  his  position.  I  have  not  the  means  of  making  myself 
fully  acquainted  with  the  orders  of  the  British  (5overnment  in  this 
regard,  they  being  partly  written  and  partly  through  verbal  communi- 
cation. So  far  as  I  have  understood  them,  however,  I  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  the  admiralty  intended  incivility  or  discourtesy  to  the 
Nashville,  but  under  the  necessity  of  sending  away  the  Tuscarora  it 
was  thought  prudent  and  to  preserve  neutrality  to  extend  the  same 
measure  to  the  Nashville. 

In  my  short  note  of  last  night*  I  could  tell  you  only  of  the  favorable 
impressions  we  received  everywhere  on  our  voyage  of  sympathy  from 
the  British  naval  officers.  Now  with  but  a  day's  experience  in  London 
my  impressions  decidedly  are  that  although  the  ministry  may  hang 
back  in  regard  to  the  blockade  and  recognition  through  the  Queen's 
speech  at  the  opening  of  Parliament  next  week  the  popular  voice 
through  the  House  of  Commons  will  demand  both.  But  few  members 
it  is  .said  are  yet  in  town,  but  there  is  a  prevalent  desire  manifested  to 
be  well  informed  as  to  American  affairs,  and  I  have  said  to  those  who 
have  called  on  me  that  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  and  converse  with  any 
gentleman  who  desires  such  information. 

My  views  of  course  upon  such  short  acquaintance  must  be  crude, 
but  I  shall  be  disappointed  if  tlie  Parliament  does  not  insist  on  defi- 
nite action  by  the  ministry  inuring  to  the  relief  of  their  ])eop]e  as  Avell 
as  ours. 

By  the  next  opportunity  1  shall  hope  to  write  you  more  formally  and 
at  large.    Please  send  the  inclosed*  to  Mrs.  Mason. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

\ J.  M.  MASON. 

'  Not  found. 
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Commission  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

London,  February  2, 1862. 
Hon.  Iv.  M,  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

Sir  :  I  arrived  here  oa  the  29th  ultimo  in  the  West  India  mail  steamer 
from  Saint  Thomas,  and  have  since  written  you  two  private  notes  by 
casual  opportunities  offering  taking  the  chance  of  their  reaching  you. 
In  these  I  gave  you  a  brief  account  of  our  voyage  after  being  released 
from  Fort  "Warren .  This  Is  to  go  by  Mr.  Yancey,  who  leaves  this  evening 
for  Southampton. 

Lest  my  priAate  notes  should  have  miscarried  1  will  briefly  state  here 
that  on  the  1st  of  January  Mr.  Slidell  and  1  with  Messrs.  Eustis  and 
INIacfarland  were  taken  from  Fort  Warren  in  a  small  steam-tug  forty 
miles  across  an  arm  of  the  sea  to  Provincetown,  Mass.,  in  charge  of  a 
subordinate  clerk  of  the  State  Dei)artment  at  Washington  and  six 
marines  with  a  corporal,  where  we  found  at  anchor  the  British  war 
steamer  Einaldo,  of  seventeen  guns,  Commander  Hewett,  and  were 
placed  on  board  about  4  p.m.  We  were  received  by  Captaiu  llewett  with 
great  courtesy  and  tlie  ship  immediately  got  under  way  for  Halifax. 

Captaiu  Hewett  showed  us  in  the  course  of  the  evening  his  letter  of 
instructions  from  Lord  Lyons,  which  directed  him  to  receive  and  treat 
lis  with  all  the  respect  and  consideration  due  to  private  gentlemen  of 
distinction,  and  his  orders  were  to  proceed  to  Halifax  or  if  we  desired 
it  to  any  other  neutral  port,  but  not  to  any  one  of  the  Confederate 
States.  The  most  speedy  opportunity  to  England  being  from  Halifax 
we  i)roceeded  thither,  but  during  the  night  a  gale  sprung  up  from  the 
northwest  which  continued  with  increasing  violence  accompanied  by 
thicla  weather  and  snow-storms  up  to  Sunday  the  5th.  During  that 
period  we  were  unable  to  take  an  observation  or  to  determine  where  we 
were  in  reference  to  our  port.  The  thermometer  was  at  15°,  the  ship 
covered  thickly  with  ice,  all  the  ropes,  cordage  and  sails  frozen  into  a 
dense  common  mass  and  the  coal  nearly  exhausted;  add  to  which  the 
ship  had  sustained  much  damage  by  the  severity  of  the  protracted 
storm,  lost  two  of  her  boats  from  the  davits,  her  fore-toi)  sail  (the  only 
sail  set)  blown  away,  though  double  reefed,  the  taffrails  stove  in,  &c., 
with  many  of  the  sailors  severely  frost  bitten. 

In  this  condition  the  captain  determined  on  Sunday,  the  5th,  still 
unable  to  get  an  observatioTi,  to  bear  away  for  Bermuda.  It  was  com- 
puted by  the  dead  reckoning  that  we  had  run  some  forty  miles  to  the 
east  of  Halifax,  when  the  course  of  tlie  ship  was  changed.  Getting  to  the 
middle  of  the  Gulf  stream  after  a  run  of  some  300  miles  we  were  enabled 
to  thaw  out,  and  reached  Bermuda  without  further  mishap  on  the  9th. 

We  immediately  communicated  through  Captain  Hewett  with  Admi- 
ral Milne,  commanding  the  station,  at  his  residence  on  shore,  express- 
ing our  desire  so  far  as  compatible  with  his  convenience  to  proceed  in 
the  most  speedy  manner  to  our  destination.  He  had  but  few  ships 
in  port,  but  offered  either  to  send  us  direct  to  England  in  the  steamer 
Eacer,  which  could  be  got  ready  by  the  13th,  or  if  we  preferred  it  to 
send  us  on  in  the  Kinaldo  to  Saint  Thomas,  which  it  was  thought  we 
might  reach  in  time  to  intercept  the  mail  steamer  La  Plata  to  leave 
there  at  latest  on  the  14th,  Captain  Hewett  kindly  offering  to  have  his 
ship  coaled  during  the  night  and  to  proceed  during  the  next  day, 
notwithstanding  her  damaged  condition. 

We  chose  the  latter,  as  the  Kacer  was  a  slow  vessel,  and  under  any 
circumstances  would  have  a  protracted  voyage. 

The  admiral  also  kindly  sent  us  an  invitation  to  dine  with  him  and  to 
spend  the  night  on  shore,  which  we  gladly  accepted.     Our  entertain- 
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ment  was  iu  everything  courteous  and  hospitable.  All  the  officers  of 
the  ships  in  the  harbor  and  on  duty  on  shore  called  on  ns  with 
congratulations  on  our  arrival,  tendering  us  every  offer  of  hospitality 
and  expressing  an  earnest  hope  that  we  could  remain  with  them  a  few 
days.  But  I  must  add  as  a  marked  tribute  that  as  we  passed  tlie 
admiral's  ship,  the  Nile,  going  into  the  harbor  the  band  on  the  quarter 
deck  having  the  officers  grouped  around  played  what  tliey  understand 
to  be  our  national  air,  Dixie.  Our  presence  on  board  had  been  made 
known  by  telegraph. 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  this  detail  as  part  of  the  history  of  the  times 
and  as  indicative  of  the  feeling  and  spirit  prevailing  in  the  British 
navy.  A  common  sentiment  pervaded  all  and  which  was  freely  ex- 
pressed of  warm  sj'mpathy  with  the  South  and  entire  alienation  from 
the  North. 

We  left  Bermuda  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  and  after  a  prosperous 
run  entered  the  harbor  of  Saint  Thomas  on  the  morning  of  the  14th, 
where  we  found  the  La  Plata.  Captain  Hewett  after  having  had  our 
baggage  transferred  accompanied  us  in  his  gig  on  board  the  La  Plata 
and  introduced  us  to  her  captain,  who  received  us  with  warm  congrat- 
ulations and  provided  every  comfort  for  us  during  the  voyage.  The 
U.  S.  steamer  Iroquois  was  at  anchor  in  the  harbor,  and  near  her  the 
British  war  steamer  Cadmus.  Captain  Hillyar  of  the  latter  called  on  us 
on  board  the  Einaldo,  and  said  iu  conversation  that  amongst  other  rea- 
sons for  being  gratified  at  our  arrival  it  would  relieve  him  of  the  duty 
of  watching  the  Iroquois  which  had  been  his  occupation  for  some 
weeks  past.  We  sailed  the  same  afternoon  in  the  La  Plata  and 
reached  Southampton  on  the  29th ;  came  to  London  the  same  evening, 
and  on  the  following  morning  Mr.  Slidell  with  Mr.  Eustis  proceeded  to 
Paris. 

In  the  three  days  only  that  I  have  been  here  I  have  been  called  on 
by  a  great  number  of  gentlemen,  including  Sir  James  Fergussou  ( whom 
you  probably  saw  recently  in  Eichmond),  with  congratulations  and 
other  tokens  of  kindest  welcome.  I  must  again  ask  pardon  for  these 
details,  not  otherwise  fitted  for  a  dispatch  but  as  evidence  of  the  spirit 
and  feeling  of  the  people.  Mr,  Yancey  who  bears  this  can  tell  you  in 
person  of  everything  interesting  to  us  in  public  affairs. 

From  all  I  can  gather  here  while  the  ministry  seem  to  hang  fire  both 
as  regards  the  blockade  and  recognition  the  opinion  is  very  prevalent 
and  in  best-informed  quarters  that  at  an  early  day  after  the  meeting 
of  Parliament  the  subject  will  be  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons 
and  pressed  to  a  favorable  vote.  The  motion  will  probably  come  in 
the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  address  and  with  the  opposition  it  is 
thought  will  carry  a  sufficient  conservative  vote  to  reacli  a  majority. 
With  all  this,  however,  Mr.  Yancey  is  far  better  versed  than  I  and 
can  give  better  information.  He  will  tell  you  that  on  the  last  applica 
tion  by  the  commissioners  for  an  interview  with  Earl  liussell  they 
were  requested  to  make  their  communication  in  writing.  How  far  this 
may  foreshadow  refusal  to  receive  me  I  am  at  a  loss  to  say,  though  I  do 
not  anticipate  it. 

My  present  purpose  is  unless  something  should  occur  advising  delay 
to  write  a  note  to-morrow  to  the  minister  asking  an  interview  and 
announcing  my  being  here  as  special  commissioner  to  this  Govern- 
ment.   *     »    * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M,  MASON. 
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C.  S.  Commission,  London,  February  7,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State,  Richmond. 

Sir:  My  dispatch  to  you  by  Mv.  Yancey  bore  date  of  the  2d  instant. 
An  opportunity  direct  enables  me  to  say  a  few  words  additional. 

I  send  you  with  this  the  Times*  of  this  date  containing  the  Queen's 
message  and  the  debate  on  it  in  Parliament.  The  former  as  you  will 
see  contains  no  further  reference  to  American  affairs  than  the  affair  of 
the  Trent.  It  is  thought  tliat  silence  as  to  the  blockade  was  intended 
to  leave  that  question  open.  Mr.  Gregory  was  kind  enough  to  call  on 
me  by  appointment  and  find  me  a  place  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It 
would  seem  after  consultation  members  favorable  to  our  interest 
thought  it  best  not  to  broach  them  in  the  House  in  the  form  of  an 
ameudmeLit  to  the  address  as  I  thought  would  be  done,  but  the  ques- 
tion will  come  up  in  both  Houses  in  some  form  at  an  early  day. 

Many  Members  of  Parliament  warmly  in  our  interest  have  called  on 
me,  including  Mr.  Lindsay,  Member  of  Parliament  for  Liverpool,  and 
who  is  the  largest  ship-owner  in  England,  and  1  was  introduced  to 
others  at  the  House.  They  confer  freely  as  to  what  may  be  best  for 
our  interest.  They  say  the  blockade  question  is  now  more  easily 
carried  in  our  favor  just  now  than  recognition,  in  which  I  agree,  and 
their  efforts  will  mainly  be  directed  to  a  repudiation  of  the  blockade. 
If  that  is  done  recognition  will  speedily  follow. 

The  ministry  are  certainly  averse  to  either  step  just  now.  They 
seem  afraid  of  any  further  broil  with  the  Government  at  Washington. 
You  will  see  what  was  said  by  Lord  Derby  in  the  Lords  and  D'Israeli 
in  the  House.  There  was  extreme  reluctance  with  all  parties  to  go 
into  any  controversial  question  on  the  address  because  of  the  recent 
death  of  the  prince  and  the  real  sorrow  of  the  Queen. 

I  have  had  long  conferences  with  Mr.  Gregory  who  will  be  an  earnest 
and  efficient  coadjutor.  All  agree  that  I  could  not  have  a  more  useful  or 
safe  adviser.  A  call  will  be  made  probably  in  both  Houses  for  any  infor- 
mation in  possession  of  the  Government  touching  the  efficiency  of  the 
blockade.  I  have  the  returns  from  the  Southern  ports  given  me  at 
Richmond  up  to  the  1st  of  September  and  received  here  since  I  came 
for  the  months  of  September  and  October.  I  shall  make  free  use  with 
our  friends  in  Parliament  of  the  results  they  show,  and  when  in  com- 
munication with  the  foreign  office  shall  send  them  to  Earl  Russell.  As 
to  the  latter  Mr.  Gregory  has  kindly  offered  to  consult  with  judicious 
friends  and  advise  me  in  what  manner  it  may  be  best  to  ask  the  inter- 
view, always  considering  that  while  conforming  to  any  proper  usage  I 
stand  in  no  attitude  as  a  suppliant  or  as  asking  any  favor. 

I  have  a  note  from  Mr.  Slidell  dated  at  Paris  on  tlie  5th  in  which 
he  says: 

I  wrote  a  note  (unofficial)  to  M.  Thouvenel  on  Monday  requesting  an  interview.  I 
received  an  answer  the  same  day  fixing  Friday,  the  7th  instant,  for  the  purpose. 
This  prompt  reply  seems  to  me  to  argue  well  for  the  disposition  of  the  Government. 
I  shall  make  only  a  passing  allusion  to  the  question  of  recognition,  intimating  that 
on  that  point  I  am  not  disposed  at  present  to  press  consideration,  hut  I  shall  insist  on 
the  inefficiency  of  the  blockade,  the  vandalism  of  the  stone  fleet,  &c. 

And  further  on  he  gives  as  his  impression  from  other  circumstances — 

That  the  Government  while  unprepared  to  receive  me  officially  wishes  to  manifest 
its  personal  good  feeling  toward  me  and  at  the  same  time  to  prove  that  it  is  not 
unfriendly  to  our  cause. 

To  conclude  I  can  give  no  opinion  satisfactory  to  myself  as  to  the 
probable  action  of  the  Government  here,  further  than  that  it  will  remain 

"  Not  found. 
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passive  unless  moved  by  a  vote  of  eitber  House,  and  of  the  last  I  have 
not  the  means  of  speaking  with  confidence.  This  is  to  go  by  a  steamer 
expected  to  sail  direct  for  the  South  with  supplies,  &c.,  to-morrow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  MASON. 

Februaky  8. 

I  also  send  the  Times  of  this  date*  with  the  debate  of  yesterday  in 
both  Houses.  *  *  *  The  delay  of  a  day  in  this  dispatch  enables  me 
to  add  that  since  I  wrote  you  yesterday  1  addressed  to-day  (on  advice 
of  Mr.  Gregory)  a  note  to  Earl  Eussell  asking  an  interview  at  his  conve- 
nience "as  instructed  by  my  Government,"  and  have  his  reply  tonight 
in  form  of  a  polite  note  saying  that  he  would  receive  me  on  Monday, 
10th  Instant,  at  his  residence,  at  11  a.  m.,  unofficially.  I  shall  of  course 
call  on  him  accordingly  and  in  my  next  dispatch  will  send  you  copies 
of  my  note  and  his  reply  with  the  result  of  the  interview. 

J.  M.  M. 


109  PiCfiADiLLY,  Fehruarij  13,  1S6S. 
His  Grace  the  Duke  op  Somerset. 

My  Lord  Duke:  I  cannot  refrain  on  arriving  in  England  from 
expressing  to  your  grace  and  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  the  grateful 
sense  1  entertain  of  the  kindness  and  hospitality  received  from  the 
naval  authorities  of  Great  Britain  everywhere  on  our  late  protracted 
voyage  to  this  country,  a  feeling  I  know  that  is  equally  entertained  by 
my  colleague,  Mr.  Slidell,  and  by  our  secretaries,  Mr.  Macfarland  and 
Mr.  Eustis. 

To  Captain  Hewett,  commander  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  Rinaldo,  and  to 
all  his  oflBcers  this  acknowledgment  is  especially  due.  Their  courtesy, 
consideration  and  most  generous  hospitality  were  unremitting,  and 
under  the  circumstances  of  a  tempestuous  and  prolonged  voyage  we 
much  fear  greatly  to  their  personal  inconvenience. 

To  Admiral  Milne  we  are  under  great  obligations  for  our  courteous 
and  hospitable  reception  at  Bermuda,  and  particularly  for  his  marked 
kindness  in  expediting  our  passage  to  Saint  Thomas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  grace's  most  obedient 
servant, 

J.  M.  MASON. 


Case  of  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Butler,  Wattles  and  ex-President  Pierce. 

Dr.  Guy  S.  Hopkins,  of  North  Branch,  Lapeer  County,  Mich.,  was 
arrested  at  Detroit  on  the  20th  day  of  November,  18(J1,  and  taken  to 
Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  State  Department.  Hopkins  was 
charged  with  treasonable  correspondence  with  parties  in  the  rebel 
States  and  with  forwarding  correspondence  between  such  parties  and 
their  friends  in  Europe  through  Canada  and  with  propagating  treason- 
able sentiments  in  the  region  of  his  residence.  Josei)h  P.  Whiting  a 
member  of  the  detective  police  of  Detroit,  made  an  investigation 'of 
Hopkins'  case  previous  to  his  arrest.  The  report  of  Mr.  Whiting  shows 
that  at  the  request  of  TJ.  S.  Attorney  Russell  he  proceeded  to  North 
Branch,  Lapeer  County,  Mich.,  on  the  7tli  of  November;  that  he  learned 

*Not  found. 
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from  the  sheriff  of  said  county  that  Hopkins  and  others  residing  in 
and  about  Forth  J3rauch  were  according  to  couimon  report  openly 
avowed  secessionists;  that  he  stopped  at  the  public  liouse  kept  by 
Isaiab  Butler  (one  of  Hopkins'  associates  and  co-conspirators),  to  whom 
he  was  introduced  under  an  assumed  name,  and  that  he  was  subse- 
quently introduced  to  Hopkins  by  Butler.  On  the  following  day  Mr. 
Whiting  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  H.  C.  Sherwood,  a  resident  of  the 
neighborhood,  who  stated  that  Hopkins,  Butler,  Wattles  and  others 
had  raised  a  pole  for  the  purpose  of  hoisting  a  secession  flag  thereon, 
and  on  being  warned  by  Sherwood  and  others  that  such  action  would 
result  in  the  destruction  of  their  property  they  replied  that  they  would 
murder  the  whole  of  the  damned  abolitionists  there  were  in  the  settle- 
ment if  interfered  with,  and  hurrahed  for  Jeff.  Davis,  cursed  the 
damned  Lincolnites,  &c.  Mr.  Whiting  also  states  that  on  the.l-lth  of 
November  Private  Calvin  Hills,  of  Company  H,  Kellogg's  cavalry  regi- 
ment, stationed  at  Saint  Louis  (then  returning  home  on  a  furlough), 
passed  Butler's  tavern,  whereupon  Hopkins  and  Butler  ran  out  and  gave 
three  cheers  for  Jeff.  Davis;  and  that  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day 
Hopkins  was  present  at  a  meeting  at  Butler's  tavern  on  which  occasion 
Butler  made  a  speech  on  the  right  of  secession  and  avowed  himself  an 
advocate  of  tlie  doctrine.  Mr.  Whiting  further  states  that  in  conver- 
sation with  Hopkins  in  relation  to  the  Government  and  about  the  war 
HoiJkins  said  it  was  no  Government  at  all,  and  many  other  like  expres- 
sions, and  denounced  the  war  as  unjust  and  tyrannical;  and  that  many 
good  and  loyal  citizens  denounced  Hopkins  as  an  "open  and  avowed 
secessionist,  which  1  think  is  true."  A  letter  signed  in  cipher,  dated 
North  Branch,  October  5, 1861,  and  directed  to  a  citizen  of  Detroit,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Howard,  the  postmaster  at  that  place,  and  was 
subsequently  delivered  to  W.  H.  Barse,  special  agent,  by  whom  it  was 
forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  letter  is  in  the  handwriting 
of  Hopkins,  and  he  has  since  admitted  that  it  was  written  by  him.  It 
was  addressed  to  E.  M.  C,  esq.  (said  to  mean  Eobert  McClelland),  and 
professes  to  relate  to  a  secret  league  formed  for  the  purpose  of  over- 
throwing the  Federal  administration;  and  it  is  filled  with  treasonable 
sentiments.  Its  references  to  individuals,  &c.,  are  only  by  initials,  and 
among  those  referred  to  as  members  of  the  league  or  acti\re  in  its  inter- 
est are  C s  S 1  and  Pres'nt  P ,  said  to  mean  ex-President 

Pierce  and  Col.  Charles  Stuart,  of  the  Eleventh  Eegiment  Michigan 
Volunteers.  It  speaks  of  the  secrecy  and  success  with  which  their 
operations  have  been  carried  on,  and  says.  *  The  prisoner  in  his  state- 
ment made  after  his  confinement  in  Fort  Lafayette  claims  that  the  letter 
was  only  intended  for  a  sell  and  that  his  expecta.tion  was  that  it  would 
be  sent  to  one  of  the  treason-shrieking  presses  and  would  be  apt  to 
quiet  their  howls.  Letters  and  communications  found  among  the  pris- 
oner's papers  afford  unmistakable  evidence  that  he  is  a  very  bad  man 
and  justify  incredulity  at  least  in  relation  to  any  of  his  statements  in 
his  own  behalf,  and  also  warrant  the  belief  that  to  a  man  so  faithless 
to  good  morals  and  social  order  the  transition  would  be  easy  to  that  of 
disloyalty  to  his  Government. 

Isaiah  Butler,  of  North  Branch,  Lapeer  County,  Mich.,  was  arrested  at 
that  itlace  on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  November,  1861,  and  was  taken 
to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State.    Butler  was 

•  Letter  omitted  here.    See  p.  1248. 
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charged  witli  forwarding  correspondence  to  and  from  the  rebel  States 
between  said  States  and  Canada  and  with  propagating  treasonable 
and  secession  doctrines  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  residence.  An 
officer  of  the  detective  police  of  Detroit  who  was  employed  to  examine 
the  charges  against  Butler  before  his  arrest  reported  that  Butler  with 
others  had  raised  a  pole  for  the  purpose  of  hoisting  a  secession  flag; 
that  on  different  occasions  he  hurrahed  for  Jeff.  Davis;  that  he  made  a 
speech  on  the  right  of  secession  and  avowed  himself  an  advocate  of 
that  doctrine;  that  he  was  exercising  a  bad  influence,  poisoning  the 
rainds  of  many  citizens  in  the  whole  settlement  around  him.  After  his 
arrest  lie  refused  to  acknowledge  himself  a  Union  man  and  said  he 
would  not  renounce  his  secession  sentiments  if  he  knew  he  was  to  be 
shot.  The  said  Butler  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February 
15, 1862,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  War  Department. 

David  C.  Wattles,  of  North  Branch,  Lapeer  County,  Mich.,  was 
arrested  by  U.  S.  Special  Agent  W.  H.  Barse,  of  Michigan,  or  by  his 
orders,  on  or  about  the  25th  day  of  November,  1861,  and  conveyed  to 
Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Wattles,  with  one 
Isaiah  Butler  and  one  Guy  S.  Hopkins,  had  long  been  notoriously 
active  in  propagating  disloyal  sentiments  at  North  Branch,  and  these 
three  persons  were  tlie  leaders  of  a  small  band  who  openly  justified 
the  rebellion  and  advocated  its  cause.  In  October,  1861,  a  letter  was 
discovered  in  Detroit  in  the  handwriting  of  Guy  S.  Hopkins  appearing 
to  give  assurance  of  the  existence  of  an  extensive  league  or  conspiracy 
to  overthrow  the  Government  and  boasting  of  the  ra,pid  extension  of 
said  league,  and  claiming  among  other  things  to  have  already  estab- 
lished an  uninterrupted  line  of  communication  between  the  South 
(rebels)  and  Europe.  Wattles  as  Avell  as  the  other  persons  named 
was  soon  after  arrested.  Upon  and  after  his  arrest  he  openly  avowed 
his  sympathy  with  the  rebels.  The  said  Wattles  remained  in  custody 
at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order 
of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department. — From  Record  Boole,  State  Department, 
'■'■Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 


New  York,  September  17, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  The  object  of  the  present  is  to  apprise  you  that  Franklin 
Pierce,  ex-President,  and  Clement  March,  now  a  senator  of  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  are  traitors  and  are  aiding  and  abetting  secretly 
aud  covertly  the  leaders  of  the  Southern  rebellion. 


^„  „  „  Detroit,  November  20,  1861. 

W.  H.  Seward  : 

We  have  arrested  Dr.  Guy  S.  Hopkins,  of  North  Branch,  Lapeer 
County,  Mich.,  with  treasonable  documents  on  his  person,  and  from 
comparison  of  handwriting  author  of  the  letter  addressed  to  the  Hon 
Robert  McClelland,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  sent  to  vou  Shall  I 
take  him  to  Fort  Warren?  ^ 

W.  H.  BAESE. 
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Fort  Hamilton,  New  Yorlc  Harbor,  November  Z%  1S61. 

Ool.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  this  morning  from  the  custody  of  William  H. 
Barse,  Government  agent  at  Detroit,  a  prisoner,  Dr.  Guy  S.  Hopkins, 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  have  sent  liim  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
Very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Detroit,  November  26, 1861. 
William  H.  Seward  : 

Have  arrested  Isaiah  Butler  and  David  C.  Wattles,  strong  secession- 
ists, and  believed  to  belong  to  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle  of  this 
State. 

w.  h.  barse, 

U.  IS.  Marshal. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  November  26, 1861. 
W.  H.  Barse,  Esq.,  Detroit,  Mich.: 

Convey  Isaiah  Butler  and  David  C.  Wattles  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Detroit,  November  26, 1861. 
non.  W.  n.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  the  original  letter  from  North 
Branch,  Mich.,  addressed  to  a  prominent  citizen  of  this  city  whose 
name  is  withheld  from  me.  It  was  thrown  into  the  wrong  box,  and  the 
person  upon  opening  it  discovering  a  conspiracy  was  on  foot  to  over- 
throw the  Government  took  it  to  a  friend,  and  the  friend  to'W.  A. 
Howard,  esq.,  postmaster,  and  after  a  delay  of  some  three  or  four 
weeks  it  came  into  my  hands,  and  I  have  permission  to  send  it  to  you 
with  this  understanding  on  my  part  that  it  shall  be  returned  when 
called  for.  My  object  in  sending  it  now  is  that  you  may  compare  the 
writing  and  ink  with  that  found  on  Dr.  Guy  S.  Hopkins  who  is  now 
confineid  in  Fort  Lafayette, 

I  will  endeavor  to  give  you  the  rendering  of  initials  embraced  in  this 
mysterious  letter  according  to  our  judgment,  viz:  R,  M.  C,  Robert 

McClelland;  C s,  circulars;  S of  S ,  Secretary  of  State; 

V ts,  prints;  R L ,  W.  C.  W.,  R L (don't  know), 

Windsor,  Canada  West;    C s  S 1,  Charles  Stuart,  colonel  of 

Eleventh  Regiment   Michigan    Volunteers,   now  filling  up;    N , 

North;  S ,  South;  A ,  assistance;  A ,  abolitionists ;  M d, 

Maryland:  Ft,  M ,  Fort  Monroe;  Pres'nt  P ,  President  Pierce; 

P y,  Purdey;  L.  C.  D 1,  League  Club  of  Detroit;  Doct.  [DeJ 

F (don't  know);  H ,  Mormon  elder  (don't  know,  am  on  his 

track) ;  Port  H ,  Port  Huron ;  Doct.  [De]  F (supposed  to  be  a 

Virginian  who  boarded  at  Port  Sarnia  about  1st  of  October  last  and 
registered  his  name  as  Jonathan  Tripp,  Virginia.    Notes  taken  by  my 

son,  7th  of  October);  R ,  Richmond;  Capt.  S (don't  know); 

G M ,  grand  master  or  marshal;  W ,  Windsor  (you  will 

please  note  Sicilian  Vespers) ;  Capt.  H (don't  know) ;  p s,  passes. 

The  signature  you  must  figure  out,  for  I  cannot. 
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1  Lave  a  number  of  ii.ames  that  I  am  on  the  lookout  [for],  and  asso- 
ciate those  sent  forward  and  named  iu  letter,  viz:  Oapt.  Walter  P. 
Beach,  N.  H.  Hart,  lieutenant,  and  now  filling  up  to  go  into  Gbarles 
Stuart's  regiment.  David  C.  Wattles  was  to  go  as  second  lieutenant, 
but  unfortunately  he  is  on  his  way  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Others  have 
been  named,  and  if  we  are  to  believe  those  that  come  in  dally  contact 
with  them  they  are  rank  secessionists  and  members  of  this  League 
Club  or  Golden  Circle.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  I  may  come  across  some 
more  papers  that  will  throw  more  light  upon  tlie  subject.  We  have 
been  to  considerable  expense  in  ferreting  tliis  matter  out,  having  first 
to  send  a  couple  of  detectives  out  to  North  Branch,  and  they  employed 
the  sheritt  of  Lapeer  to  assist  them.  They  were  gone  about  one  week 
and  returned  with  their  report.  I  then  waited  until  Dr.  Guy  S.  Hop- 
kins came  in  and  arrested  him,  secured  his  papers  and  then  sent  out 
and  arrested  Butler  and  Wattles,  all  of  which  costs  money.  You  will 
please  advise  me  if  I  can  embrace  those  expenses  in  my  monthly 
account. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  BAESE. 

P.  S. — I  will  send  Doctor  Hopkins'  other  papers  in  by  themselves  as 
found  in  his  possession. 

BARSE. 

[Inclosnre.] 

North  Branch,  [Lapeer  County,  Mioh.,J  October  .5,  ISOl. 
E.  M.  C,  Esq. 

Dear  and  Honored  Sir  :  I  write  to  inform  you  that  C s,  the 

signature  of  the  S of  S ,  &c.,  attached  with  a  number  of  skele- 
ton P ts,  will  be  found  at  the  house  of  R L ,  W.  C.  W.,  by 

the  9th  instant. 

The  work,  dear  sir,  goes  bravely  on;  I  have  received  replies  from  over 
sixty  difierent  localities  and  forwarded  them  to  their  pro])er  destination, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  thus  far  without  a  breath  of  suspicion  or  any  acci- 
dent. Our  fellow-citizens  are  better  prepared  for  the  grand  movement 
than  even  the  most  sanguine  of  our  leaders  dared  to  hope.  The  league  is 
extending  its  ramifications  in  every  direction  and  gaining  new  and  valu- 
able adherents  daily.  I  feel  greatly  strengthened  in  tlie  belief  that 
when  the  hour  comes  to  erect  our  glorious  standard  an  overwhelming 
force  will  spring  up  at  the  first  trumpet  call.  Many  who  are  outwardly 
rabid  in  the  tyrant's  favor  are  with  us  heart  and  soul.    I  cannot,  iii 

common  with  0 s  S 1,  refrain  from  expressing  my  astonishment 

not  to  say  delight  at  the  unparalleled  success  and  secrecy  which  has 
thus  far  attended  the  efforts  of  the  brotherhood.  God  cannot  help 
blessing  a  cause  whose  object  is  the  restoration  of  a  great  natio)i  to 
peace  and  unity  by  the  overthrow  of  the  blackest  and  most  damnable 
despotism  that  ever  usurped  the  liberties  of  a  free  people. 

It  is  not  difiicult  to  convince  an  honest,  intelligent  man  that  the  only 
way  left  to  restore  the  Union  and  rescue  the  Constitution  from  beneath 
the  feet  of  the  tyrants  where  it  is  now  lying  is  to  insure  by  concerted 

action  throughout  the  N the  success  of  the  S ,  until  tired  and 

disgusted  the  conservative  element  is  strong  enough  to  raise  and  unite 

if  necessary  with  the  A of  the  S ,  overrun  the  N like  a 

hurricane,  sweeping  the  A into  eternity,  or  at  least  driving  them  into 

complete  aiid  unconditional  submission.  This  is  the  only  way  in  which 
our  liberty  and  our  country  can  be  saved.    Such  a  result  would  again 
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unite  the  N.  and  S.  in  new  bonds  of  amity  and  interest,  restore  the 
Union  in  all  its  former  strength  and  beauty  and  the  Constitution  to  the 
sacred  niche  from  which  it  has  been  ruthlessly  hurled  by  the  despots. 
May  the  league  prove  the  stepping-stone  to  such  a  result. 

I  have  it  from  the  best  authority  that  the  league  is  doing  noble  work 
in  M d,  even  among  the  F S at  Ft.  M .  If  God  con- 
tinues to  prosper  our  efforts  the  hour  of  a  union  between  the  N.  and  8. 
is  not  far  distant.  Prepared  and  united  our  force  will  prove  irresistible 
and  the  accursed  A G will  be  swept  into  the  Atlantic. 

President  P in  his  passage  has  drawn  many  brave  and  influen- 
tial men  to  the  league.    P y,  of  the  L.  C,  D 1,  sent  a  line  to 

Dr.  F (by  H.,  the  Mormon  elder),  who  as  you  perhaps  know  is  just 

across  the  line  from  Port  H .    The  league  is  doing  nobly  in  M.,  I. 

and  Wis.  He  is  cautious,  but  in  common  with  others  is  gradually  pre- 
paring the  minds  of  the  people  for  a  great  change.  He  expresses  a  fear 
that  any  attempt  to  draft  men  will  produce  a  premature  outbreak. 
1  think  his  fear  is  well  founded.    A  member  of  the  league  in  Genesee 

who  passed  through  the  woods  on  his  way  with  dispatches  to  Dr.  F 

told  that  any  attempt  to  draft  our  friends  there  would  bring  on  an  open 
rupture.    I  think  our  leaders  should  look  to  this,  as  no  doubt  they  will. 

I  am  happy  to  say  Dr.  F considers  his  mission  accomplished  and 

departs  for  E by  the  7th  instant.  Through  us  there  is  now  an  unin- 
terrupted line  of  communication  between  the  S and  Europe.    He 

leaves  Captain  IJ ,  a  sure  friend,  in  his  pla«e  to  receive  correspond- 
ence, &c.  Our  obscurity  is  our  greatest  safeguard.  The  duties  which 
devolve  upon  me  could  never  be  conducted  in  any  place  of  note  without 

attracting  attention.    I  forwarded  your  request  to  the  G M and 

am  instructed  to  furnish  you  with  the  cipher  and  its  key.  I  will  send 
the  same  to  Pt.  H ,  thence  to  W . 

I  have  much  which  I  wish  to  communicate,  but  will  wait  until  an 
opportunity  offers  to  send  it  by  a  safe  hand.  I  am  obliged  to  send  this 
by  mail. 

May  God  prosper  the  cause.    TheS is  doing  gloriously.   It  wrings 

my  very  heart  however  to  see  our  brave  countrymen  N.  and  S.  sacrificed 
to  carry  out  the  hellish  plans  of  our  tyrant.  May  our  project  prove  a 
second  Sicilian  Vespers,  attended  with  all  its  success,  but  I  fervently 
pray  without  its  bloodshed. 

Dear  sir,  excuse  this  confused  and  hurried  letter,  and  allow  me  to 
sign  myse^. 

Yours,  in  the  cause,  -X-  j  <  A  ?  II  □ 

P.  S. — Captain  H.  will  give  you  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  to 
be  made  of  the  C — s;  the  P — s  are  to  be  used  as  necessity  requires. 


Detroit,  November  27, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  I  found  the  inclosed*  laid  aside  after  sealing  up  the  doc- 
tor's papers.  I  send  you  these  merely  to  give  you  an  insight  to  his 
character  and  sentiments.  Taking  biiri  all  in  all  I  think  he  is  as  great 
a  scamp  as  goes  unhung. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  BAESB. 

*No  inclosures  found,  bnt  probably  alladeB  to  correspondence  addressed  to  the 
Detroit  I^ee  Press;  see  Hopkins  to  Seward,  November  29. 
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FoET  Lafayette,  November  29, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  On  the  20th  instant  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  I  was  sud- 
denly arrested  without  being  informed  of  the  charge  against  me  further 
than  the  general  oie  of  disloyalty.  Knowing  that  I  had  laid  myself 
liable  to  suspicion  by  an  act  of  inconsiderate  folly  I  was  most  anxious 
for  an  immediate  examination.  This  favor  was  refused  me  and  I  was 
immediately  sent  to  this  post.  I  am  anxious  to  make  a  full  and  explicit 
report  of  what  I  know,  not  I  beg  you  to  believe  to  screen  myself  but  to 
prevent  if  possible  suspicion  falling  upon  loyal  and  innocent  men. 
If  I  were  alone  interested  I  believe  rather  than  confess  my  knowledge 
of  the  cause  of  my  arrest  and  the  trouble  I  have  unwittingly  occasioned 
I  would  prefer  running  my  chance  under  an  unsupported  charge  of 
disloyalty,  but  the  interest  of  others  demands  that  I  should  admit  not 
my  guilt  but  my  folly. 

My  only  guilt,  sir,  lies  in  attempting  to  play  off  a  practical  joke  upon 
the  Detroit  press.  It  is  impossible  that  in  the  short  space  of  a  few 
months  all  old  party  animosities  and  prejudices  should  be  forgotten. 
Although  the  Democratic  press  and  "people  acquiesce  with  more  or  less 
cordiality  in  the  policy  of  the  Administration  stiU  beneath  it  all  there  is 
an  undercurrent  on  minor  subjects  of  political  rancor  which  still  main- 
tains old  party  lines.  Actuated  by  such  feelings  the  Democrats  charge 
the  Eepublicans  with  abolition,  while  the  Abolitionists  without  any 
show  of  reason  charge  all  Democrats  with  either  disaffection  to  the 
Government  or  outright  treason.  In  Lapeer  County,  Mich.,  in  particu- 
lar, remote  from  the  wild  whirl  of  political  and  warlike  events,  these 
feelings  exist  in  all  their  strength — so  much  so  indeed  that  there  is 
scarcely  any  communication  between  members  of  the  two  parties. 

Some  time  in  September,  I  think,  my  enemies  having  reported  me  a 
secessionist,  my  office  was  attacked  in  the  night  and  ransacked  and 
other  acts  of  violence  committed,  of  course  by  Abolitionists.  About 
the  same  time  I  noticed  frequent  paragraphs  in  the  Detroit  papers 
charging  the  Democrats  with  treason,  with  oft-repeated  reference  to  a 
secret  league  favorable  to  the  Confederate  States.  These  events,  the 
accusation  of  men  whom  I  admired  as  statesmen  and  loyal  Americans, 
the  disgrace  heaped  upon  me  by  Canadian  abolitionists,  who  I  knew 
at  heart  bore  little  love  to  my  native  country,  living  remote  from  civi- 
lization, and  although  reading  not  realizing  the  fearful  change  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  past  six  months;  the  universal  reign  of  sus- 
picion, revenge  and  a  desire  to  sell  the  Detroit  treason-shrieking 
press— -all  this  and  many  influences  which  I  will  not  occupy  your  time 
in  rehearsing,  on  reading  a  very  irritating  paragraph  on  Democratic 
treason,  it  suddenly  entered  my  mind  to  sell  the  Detroit  press  by  writ- 
ing a  letter  fall  of  dark  innuendoes  and  hints,  but  which  in  reality 
would  mean  nothing.  The  idea  was  hardly  conceived  before  it  was 
executed. 

My  only  fear  in  writing  it  was  that  it  would  be  immediately  seen 
through,  and  I  caught  at  every  circumstance  which  would  add  to  its 
plausibility  without  for  a  moment  considering  that  I  might  be  weaving 
a  web  not  only  to  catch  myself  in  but  one  which  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  unravel.  My  ftirthest  expectation  was  that  it  would  be  sent  to 
one  of  the  treason-shrieking  presses,  and  when  exploded  would  pro- 
duce lots  of  fun.  I  fancied  such  a  sell  would  be  apt  to  quiet  their 
howls.  My  only  belief  was  that  it  would  be  either  immediatelv  seen 
through  or  if  the  fish  took  the  bait  it  would  be  sent  to  the  Tribune 
drawing  from  that  admirable  journal  a  yell  of  intense  satisfaction' 
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What  that  letter  contained  I  do  not  distinctly  remember.  I  know  I 
used  nothing  but  initials,  leaving  it  entirely  to  the  well-known  ingenuity 
of  the  very  penetrating  Detroiters  to  fill  out  the  blanks.  Not  an  hour 
passed  after  the  conception  of  this  piece  of  folly  before  the  letter  was 
in  the  post-oflQce. 

After  it  was  written,  not  knowing  who  best  to  address  it  to  I  left  it 
to  chance  by  picking  up  a  Detroit  paper,  looking  through  the  advertising 
list  and  at  length  selecting  the  name  I  think  of  M.  Mills.  Weeks  pass- 
ing away  and  nothing  being  heard  from  this  fanciful  practical  joke,  it 
passed  from  my  mind  until  my  place  of  residence  was  visited  by  one 
Jenkiu  s  alias  Whiting.  The  name  used,  his  visits  to  the  post-ofllce,  &c., 
caused  me  to  suspect  something  wrong  and  to  fear  more  serious  results 
from  my  joke  than  I  ever  anticipated.  I  was  on  my  way  to  Ypsilanti 
to  look  after  some  property  fallen  to  my  family  at  the  time  of  my  arrest. 
I  was  not  surprised,  but  after  thinking  over  all  I  could  remember  of 
that  doubly-accursed  letter  I  felt  very  much  distressed.  I  then  for  the 
first  time  realized  what  I  had  done.  For  myself  I  did  not  so  much  care. 
I  felt  1  deserved  all  I  suffered.  I  feared,  and  greatly  feared,  that  I  had 
been  instrumental  iu  casting  suspicion  on  good  and  loyal  men ;  that 
they  might  at  that  very  moment  be  under  arrest  with  no  other  evidence 
against  them  than  such  as  my  folly  had  furnished.  Influenced  by  such 
fears  I  begged  they  would  give  me  an  immediate  examination,  but 
either  from  want  of  inclination  or  want  of  power  it  was  refused. 

I  have  only  one  word  more  to  say  in  connection  with  this  letter.  I 
beg  and  pray  that  whatever  penalty  is  attached  to  this  act  may  be  con- 
fined to  the  only  party  guilty ,-and  that  nothing  in  it  be  allowed  to  reflect 
upon  any  one  whom  it  may  seem  to  hint  at.  I  should  certainly  feel  myself 
the  worst  of  men  if  any  act  of  mine  however  innocent  in  intention  should 
cast  a  stain  of  disloyalty  upon  others.  I  speak  of  this  letter  as  if  I 
knew  it  to  be  the  only  charge  against  me.  I  do  not  know  it.  I  simply 
know  it  to  be  the  only  thing  wherein  I  am  guilty.  As  for  any  other 
act  of  treason  I  can  only  say  I  belong  to  no  secret  society,  was  never 
even  tempted  to  join  any  such  society,  or  to  commit  any  act  whatever 
favorable  or  otherwise  to  the  Confederate  States.  Also  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  I  never  saw  a  secessionist  until  my  advent  here.  As  an 
act  of  justice  to  the  Detroit  Free  Press  I  desire  to  state  that  the  manu- 
scripts found  in  my  trunk  addressed  to  that  paper  were  never  sent,  and 
were  only  written  to  pass  away  the  time.  No  communication  was  ever 
sent  by  me  to  that  paper  more  than  a  subscription  letter. 

I  repeat  my  only  object  in  writing  this  communication  is  if  possible 
to  relieve  others  of  any  suspicion  which  may  have  fallen  upon  them 
through  me.  To  further  this  object  I  am  willing  to  attest  to  what  I 
have  here  written  under  oath.  For  myself  I  leave  myself  as  I  needs 
must  at  your  disposal,  only  praying  that  I  may  not  be  too  severely 
handled  for  one  moment's  indiscretion. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

GUY  S.  HOPKINS. 


Detroit,  December  1, 1861. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Sewaed,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  *  *  *  While  in  Fort  Lafayette  on  the  28th  ultimo  I 
was  told  by  Lieutenant  Wood  that  Doctor  Hopkins  wished  to  make  a 
communication  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  something  which  was  of 
the  utmost  importance  and  would  no  doubt  save  much  trouble  if 
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revealed  soon.  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but  what  he  is  able  to  do 
that  which  he  states,  and  requested  Lieutenant  Wood  to  keep  his  Mends 
(Wattles  and  Butler)  away  from  him  for  a  few  days  at  least,  as  he 
is  evidently  repenting  his  rash  course.  Both  Wattles  and  Butler 
avowed  themselves  in  presence  of  Mr.  Whiting  and  myself  as  opposed 
to  this  war  and  in  sympathy  with  the  South. 

There  is  something  strange  about  the  whole  affair.  Doctor  [Hopkins] 
was  going  to  joiu  the  army  near  Washington;  Wattles  was  looking  for 
a  chance  as  lieutenant  in  Captain  Beach['s  company]  (a  suspected 
party)  of  Eleventh  Eegiment,  with  Charles  Stuart  as  colonel  (who  is 
mentioned  in  North  Branch  letter).  The  query  is,  for  what  reasons! 
And  as  three  of  them  are  known  to  be  in  sympathy  with  the  South 
and  many  more  of  same  pattern  joining,  it  looks  strange  indeed,  and 
but  one  conclusion  to  arrive  at,  i.  e.,  traitors,  which  is  shown  from  the 
fact  of  the  clause  in  North  Branch  letter  where  it  speaks  of  "the 
league  is  doing  noble  work  even  [among]  the  P.  S.  at  Ft,  M." 

We  wUl  do  our  best  to  sift  this  matter  thoroughly,  but  if  in  any  way 
you  can  get  this  Dr.  Guy  S.  Hopkins-  statement  (which  he  proposes  to 
give)  it  would  aid  us  materially  as  we  have  sharp,  jealous  enemies  to 
work  against  in  this  matter. 

Hoping  that  you  will  give  the  above  ideas  and  suggestions  (if 
approved)  your  earliest  attention  I  remain,  yours  with  respect, 

GEOEGB  E.  BAESE, 

U.  S.  Deputy  Marshal. 


December  2, 1861. 
[W.  H.  Barse,  Deputy  U.  8.  Marshal :] 

At  the  request  of  Alfred  Eussell,  U.  S.  attorney,  having  received 
information  of  the  treasonable  sentiments  of  various  individuals  resid- 
ing in  and  about  North  Branch,  Lapeer  County,  Mich.,  did  proceed  to 
the  above-named  place  to  ascertain  the  facts  of  the  same  on  the  7th  of 
November  ultimo.  Having  reference  to  Samuel  Carpenter,  sheriff  of 
said  county,  learned  from  him  that  it  was  the  common  report  that 
Isaiah  Butler,  David  C.  Wattles  and  Guy  S.  Hopkins  with  many  others 
were  secessionists,  and  openly  avowed  themselves  as  such.  I  employed 
him  to  accompany  me  as  a  hunter  through  the  woods  thirty-four  miles 
to  the  above-named  town,  he  having  an  excuse  on  business  there.  I 
stopped  over  at  the  house  of  said  Isaiah  Butler.  After  being  intro- 
duced as  one  Eichard  Jenkins,  of  McComb,  Mr.  Butler  introduced  me 
to  Hopkins,  which  opened  the  way  for  investigation. 

On  the  following  day  I  had  an  interview  with  H.  C.  Sherwood  at  the 
school-house,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  there,  from  whom  I 
received  the  following  statement:  That  Butler,  Hopkins  and  Wattles 
with  others  had  raised  a  secession  flag,  but  that  Sherwood,  Scott,  Bunker, 
himself  and  others  informed  Butler  if  he  did  so  they  should  cei'tainly 
destroy  his  property,  with  which  they  replied  that  if  they  were  inter- 
fered with  they  would  murder  the  whole  of  the  damned  abolitionists 
there  were  in  the  settlement;  hurrahed  for  Jeff,  Davis,  and  cursed  the 
damned  Lincolnites,  &c.  On  the  14th  while  Private  Calvin  Hills  of 
Kellogg's  cavalry  regiment.  Company  H,  stationed  at  Saint  Louis,  was 
returning  home  and  passing  Butler's  farm,  Butler  and  Hopkins  ran  out 
and  gave  three  cheers  for  Jeff,  Davis.  The  poor  fellow  feeling  very 
bad,  as  he  was  then  on  his  way  to  see  to  his  little  children,  having  lost 
his  wife  the  week  previous,  he  told  me  that  if  he  was  on  duty  he  should 
arrest  them,  but  was  then  on  furlough.    On  the  evening  of  same  day 
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Butler,  Hopkins,  Pemberton  and  others  met  in  the  bar-room  of  Butler 
when  Butler  made  a  speech  on  the  right  of  secession,  and  avowed  him- 
self an  advocate  of  the  doctrine  of  such. 

He  IButler]  appears  to  be  a  man  of  good  talents  and  has  an  unwield- 
ing  influence  with  the  whole  settlement  around  him,  and  his  house  is 
the  headquarters  for  the  transaction  of  all  business  which  gives  him  an 
opportunity  to  poison  the  minds  of  many  citizens.  I  also  learned  that 
Hopkins  traveled  a  great  deal  about  the  country.  In  conversation  with 
him  when  there  we  talked  about  the  war  and  the  Government  which  he 
denounced  as  unjust  and  tyrannical,  and  that  it  was  no  Government  at 
all  and  many  such  like  expressions,  and  I  learned  from  many  good  and 
loyal  citizens  in  that  section  of  country  he  was  denouncedas  an  open  and 
avowed  secessionist,  which  I  think  is  true.  Wattles  is  a  man  of  some 
influence.  He  is  the  supervisor  of  the  town  of  North  Branch,  and  from 
all  1  could  learn  was  with  Butler  and  Hopkins  most  of  his  time,  and 
was  traveling  about  a  large  share  of  his  time  with  no  particular  business 
except  talking  about  the  "damned  black  abolitionist  Government," 
and  boasting  of  his  secession  principles,  &c.  There  are  many  little 
incidents  connected  with  the  above  investigations  of  a  sojourn  with 
them  of  ten  days  and  facts  brought  to  light  that  should  they  be  required 
can  be  given. 

As  Doctor  Hopkins  informed  me  that  he  had  received  an  appoint- 
ment as  a  clerk  in  the  dispensary  department  at  Washington  he  should 
leave  there  in  the  course  of  two  weeks  I  made  arrangements  with 
Mr.  Sherwood,  the  postmaster,  that  when  Hopkins  left  to  inform  me  by 
mail.  He  left  on  the  18th.  On  the  19th  I  received  a  letter  as  agreed 
at  Detroit  advising  me  of  the  fact,  and  on  20th  met  him  at  Detroit  and 
Milwaukee  Eailroad  depot,  having  just  arrived.  I  arrested  and  placed 
him  and  his  baggage  and  papers  in  the  hands  of  W.  H.  Barse,  who  took 
charge  of  him.  I  then  started  back  on  the  21st  to  arrest  Messrs.  Butler 
and  Wattles,  and  employed  sufficient  help  by  order  of  Mr.  Barse  to 
assist  me  in  carrying  out  my  plans,  and  succeeded  in  so  doing.  On 
searching  for  papers  at  the  residences  of  prisoners  they  immediately 
informed  me  that  I  had  not  been  smart  enough,  and  that  I  had  been 
suspected,  &c. ;  but  from  the  time  of  their  arrest  until  left  at  Fort 
Lafayette  they  did  not  acknowledge  themselves  as  Union  men,  and 
would  not  renounce  their  sentiments  if  they  knew  they  were  to  be  shot. 

JOSEPH  P.  WHITING, 

Detective. 


Department  of  State,  December  9, 1861. 
The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  does  himself  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter  from  the  U.  S. 
attorney  for  the  district  of  Michigan,  and  to  ask  if  as  is  therein 
stated  Mr.  Stuart,  late  U.  S.  Senator  from  Michigan,  has  been  author- 
ized by  the  Department  of  War  to  raise  a  regiment  in  that  State.  The 
return  of  Mr.  Eussell's  letter  is  requested. 

[Incloaare.] 

Office  of  the  U.  S.  District  Attorney, 

Detroit,  December  6, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  There  exists  in  this  State  an  extensive  branch  of  the  treason- 
able organization  known  as  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle.  A  letter 
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directed  to  the  Hon.  Eobert  McClelland,  ex-Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
a  resident  of  this  city,  implicating  himself  and  ex-Senator  Charles  E. 
Stuart,  of  Kalamazoo,  was  intercepted  here,  and  a  copy  has  been  far- 
nished  you.  Since  that  time  the  writer.  Dr.  Guy  S.  Hopkins,  of  Lapeer 
County,  Mich.,  has  been  discovered  with  three  confederates  mainly 
through  the  exertions  of  Joseph  P.  Whiting,  sheriff  of  this  city,  and 
they  have  been  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Ex-Senator  Stuart  holds  a 
commission  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  raise  a  regiment.  I  venture 
to  suggest  that  the  commission  ought  to  be  revoked  and  that  both  of 
those  gentlemen  are  worthy  of  a  place  in  Fort  Warren.  Permit  me 
also  to  recommend  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Whiting  as  secret  agent 
here  in  addition  to  Mr.  Barse,  to  be  charged  with  the  special  duty  of 
breaking  up  the  order  referred  to. 

1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  KUSSELL, 
Acting  U.  S.  District  Attorney,  Michigan. 


[Detroit,  December  9, 1861.] 
[Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington.] 

Sir:  *  *  *  The  "S."  above  [following]  is  the  same  that  is  men- 
tioned as  Captain  S.  in  the  mysterious  letter*  sent  you  some  days  since, 
and  written  by  Guy  S.  Hopkins,  now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette. 

BAESE. 

[Inclosure  No.  1. — From  the  Pontiac  Gazette.] 
THE  ARRESTS  FOR   TREASON  IN  LAPEER   COUNTY. 

We  understand  that  three  men  charged  with  treason  were  last  week 
arrested  by  the  -U.  S.  marshal  iu  Lapeer  County  and  taken  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  One  of  them  is  said  to  have  objected  to  being  handcuffed, 
when  the  marshal  told  him  he  could  take  his  choice  between  the  con- 
tents of  a  revolver  or  being  handcuffed,  when  the  contumacious  traitor 
permitted  himself  to  be  shackled.  We  understand  that  these  men 
were  proven  to  be  disloyal  by  certain  letters  they  had  written  to  parties 
South  which  of  course  never  reached  their  destination  but  went  to  the 
dead-letter  ofBce,  when  their  treasonable  contents  were  known  and 
their  authors  ordered  to  be  "nabbed."  One  of  the  prisoners,  a  Mr. 
Butler,  is  said  to  have  formerly  resided  in  Auburn,  this  county. 

We  learn  that  the  proper  authorities  have  the  names  of  several  in 
this  county  who  if  evidence  can  be  obtained  to  prove  their  secession 
proclivities  will  follow  in  the  infamous  footsteps  of  their  Lapeer 
brethren  in  treason. 

[Inclosure  TSo.  2.] 
KIDNAPPING. 

Lapeer,  December  1. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Detroit  Free  Press  : 

Democrats  up  here  are  kidnapped  and  stolen  away  to  Fort  Warren 
or  somewhere  else  and  for  what  no  one  knows,  unless  it  be  because  he 
is  a  Democrat;  and  it  is  said  that  several  others  are  marked  to  go  also. 
Perhaps  you  may  not  know  to  what  I  refer.  One  week  ago  to-day  two 
persons  claiming  to  be  U.  S.  marshals  went  north  of  us  about  twenty 

*  See  p.  1248. 
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miles  and  took  two  men,  D.  G.  Wattles  and  I.  Butler,  residents  of  the 
township  of  North  Branch,  in  this  county.  Mr.  Wattles  was  the  super- 
visor of  the  town.  The  of&cers  said  they  had  committed  treason  against 
the  country  and  at  the  same  time  revised  to  go  anywhere  where  the 
prisoners  could  get  any  one  to  assist  them  but  avoided  all  settlements 
and  villages,  so  that  no  one  here,  even  their  Mends,  know  what 
has  become  of  them  or  where  they  are  taken  to  or  for  what  they  were 
taken,  but  as  the  Bepublicans  up  here  say  it  is  enough  to  know  that 
they  were  Democrats;  so  we  cannot  tell  who  must  go  next  time;  but 
the  Lord  have  mercy  on  the  officer  that  comes  again  for  I  cannot. 


Detroit,  December  10, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd. 

Dear  Sib  :  I  inclose  two  slips,  the  first  cut  from  the  Detroit  Daily 
Tribune  of  the  7th  instant,  and  the  other  from  the  Detroit  Daily  Free 
Press  of  this  date.  They  have  attracted  my  attention  from  the  follow- 
ing circumstance: 

During  General  Pierce's  stay  in  Detroit  as  I  was  returning  to  my 
home  about  9  in  the  evening  in  passing  down  Fort  street  I  overtook 
three  men,  one  of  whom  I  immediately  recognized  as  Col.  T.  F.  Brod- 
head,  and  another  I  took  to  be  General  Pierce,  though  I  had  not  before 
seen  him.  It  was  the  day  news  came  that  Mayor  Berret*  had  been  sent 
to  Fort  Lafayette,  and  as  I  was  nearly  up  with  and  about  to  pass  them 
one  of  the  three  made  some  remark  in  regard  to  that  event,  when  the 
man  I  took  for  General  Pierce  promptly  said,  "They  must  stop  that 
sort  of  thing  or  there  will  soon  be  fighting  at  the  North,  and  we  shall 
have  to  send  for  you  to  come  back,  Colonel  Brodhead."  Either  from 
being  aware  of  my  presence  or  some  other  reason  the  conversation 
changed  without  any  response  that  I  heard  and  was  in  another  tone 
while  I  passed  by  and  out  of  hearing. 

The  next  day  or  so  I  learned  that  General  Pierce  in  company  with 
Colonel  B.  and  another  man  went  down  Fort  street,  as  I  had  seen,  leav- 
ing no  doubt  on  my  mind  that  it  was  the  ex-President  who  made  the 
above  remark  to  Colonel  Brodhead  (who  was  an  officer  under  him  in  the 
Mexican  war  and  had  the  office  of  postmaster  in  Detroit  during  his 
administration).  He  is  now  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  cavalry  in  camp 
near  this  city.  Perhaps  the  importance  I  have  given  this  matter  is  in 
part  from  an  inquiry  addressed  to  me  two  or  three  days  since  by  one 
who  has  lost  a  minor  office  under  the  Government.  In  a  tone  that 
might  be  taken  either  jest  or  earnest  he  said,  "Do  you  know  they  are 
going  to  establish  a  provisional  government,  and  make  some  conserva- 
tive man  President  in  place  of  Lincoln?"  To  my  reply  that  such  an 
attempt  would  create  a  brisk  demand  for  hemp  he  said  "that  Lincoln 
had  established  a  provisional  government  in  Missouri,  and  now  they 
were  going  to  do  the  same  by  him  and  settle  all  our  troubles  in  ninety 
days."  This  was  T.  C.  Fitzgibbon,  lately  mail  agent  on  the  Detroit 
and  Milwaukee  Kailroad.  I  have  incidentally  heard  it  said  that  a 
son  of  ex-Minister  Faulkner  had  been  in  this  city  in  conference  with 
E.  McClelland,  esq.,  who  was  with  Mr.  Davis  in  President  Pierce's 
cabinet. 

These  incidents  may  be  of  little  consequence  unless  there  are  other 
reasons  for  suspecting  an  organization  hostile  to  the  Government  to 

*  See  case  of  Benet,  p.  596. 
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which  the  ex-President  is  lending  his  position  and  influence.  The  Trib- 
une editor  has  had  no  information  from  me  nor  have  I  spoken  to  any  one 
of  what  I  tell  you,  as  I  could  see  no  use  in  it  unless  given  to  some  one 
with  authority  to  act  in  the  matter  if  necessary. 

^°'^^^'  *^"^^'  J.  A.  EOYS. 

[Incloaure  No.  1.— Editorial  extract  from  Detroit  Tribune,  December  7, 18G1.] 
EX-PBESIDENT  PIEBCE'S   TOTJE. 

There  is  little  doubt  but  that  ex-President  Pierce's  tour  through  the 
North  and  into  the  Southern  States  is  to  foster  division  among  the 
people,  excite  sedition,  and  to  get  up  an  organized  treasonable  opposi- 
tion to  the  efforts  of  the  Government  to  crush  out  rebellion  in  the 
Northern  States.  He  goes  through  State  after  State  the  avant-courier 
of  the  rebellion  to  stir  up  sympathy  for  the  rebel  traitors  in  arms. 
While  in  this  city  he  was  closeted  with  a  select  circle  who  are  known 
to  be  doubtful  in  their  loyalty;  he  made  a  speech  to  them;  and  since 
he  left  Detroit  more  than  one  of  that  secret  circle  have  said  to  others 
who  were  invited  but  would  not  be  contaminated  by  the  foul  conspir- 
acy, "You  ought  to  have  heard  ex-President  Pierce  last  night;  he 
would  have  cured  you  of  the  idea  of  supporting  this  Government  in 
this  d nable  war."  Our  opinion  is  that  Franklin  Pierce  is  a  prowl- 
ing traitor  spy. 

[luclosure  No.  2. — Extract  from  Detroit  Free  Press,  December  10, 1861.] 
EX-PEESIDENT   PIERCE. 

Ex-President  Pierce  has  lately  been  making  a  short  tour  through  a 
portion  of  the  West,  and  the  fact  being  mentioned  the  opportunity  has 
been  embraced  by  a  number  of  journals  to  impeach  his  patriotism  and 
openly  charge  him  with  treason,  or  what  is  about  the  same  sympathy 
with  treason.  We  have  seen  or  heard  of  nothing  and  know  of  nothing 
that  he  has  either  said  or  done  upon  which  to  ground  any  such  charge, 
and  we  believe  those  who  so  flippantly  make  it  are  equally  as  ignorant 
in  that  respect  as  ourselves.  On  the  contrary  he  has  made  a  few  short 
speeches,  the  tone  of  which  has  been  one  of  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the 
Union  and  the  Constitution.  We  know  that  while  in  this  city  he  stated 
that  he  would  rather  see  Joseph  Holt  President  than  any  man  living. 
Men  who  feel  thus  have  no  sympathy  with  this  attempt  to  break  down 
the  Constitution  and  laws  by  force  and  thus  destroy  our  Government. 
We  have  no  sympathy  or  respect  whatever  for  treason-mongers  or 
treason-sympathizers,  and  just  as  little  for  those  who  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country  so  flippantly  and  infamously  charge  treason  and 
disloyalty  upon  political  opponents  without  knowing  or  caring  anything 
about  the  facts. 


Wae  Department,  December  11,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  referring  a  letter  of  Alfred  Eussell,  esq., 
U.  S.  district  attorney  for  Michigan,  relating  to  the  authority  given 
by  this  Department  to  ex-Senator  Charles  E.  Stuart  to  raise  a  regiment 
of  cavalry  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  correspondence* 

*  Omitted  as  unimportant. 
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between  Mr.  Stuart  and  this  Department  on  that  subject,  from  which 
it  will  be  seen  no  such  authority  was  given  him  by  this  Department. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  30, 1861. 
Franklin  Pierce,  Esq.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Sib  :  I  incJose  an  extract  from  a  letter  received  at  this  Department 
from  which  it  would  appear  that  you  were  a  member  of  a  secret  league 
the  object  of  which  is  to  overthrow  the  Government. 

Any  explanation  upon  the  subject  which  you  may  offer  would  be 
acceptable. 

I  am,  &c., 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWAED. 

[Inclosure.] 

North  Branch,  October  5, 1861. 

*  *  *  *  »  #  # 

President  P in  his  passage  has  drawn  many  brave  and  influen- 
tial men  to  the  league.    P y,  of  the  L.  C.  D 1,  sent  a  line  to 

Doctor  F (by  H.,  the  Mormon  elder),  who  as  you  perhaps  know  is 

just  across  the  line  from  Port  H .    The  league  is  doing  nobly  in 

M.,  I.  and  Wis.  He  is  cautions,  but  in  common  with  others  is  grad- 
ually preparing  the  minds  of  the  people  for  a  great  change.  He 
expresses  a  fear  that  any  attempt  to  draft  men  will  produce  a  prema- 
ture outbreak.  I  think  his  fear  is  well  founded.  A  member  of  the 
league  in  Genesee  who  passed  through  the  woods  on  his  way  with  dis- 
patches to  Doctor  F told  that  any  attempt  to  draft  our  friends  there 

would  bring  on  an  open  rupture.    I  think  our  leaders  should  look  to 
this,  as  no  doubt  they  will.*    »    *    # 
Tours,  in  the  cause, 

*    D   <  AfllD 


AiroovEE,  Mass.,  December  24,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  A  package  indorsed  Department  of  State,  U.  S.  A.,  franked  by 
W.  Hunter,  chief  clerk,  and  addressed  to  Franklin  Pierce,  esq.,  Con- 
cord, N.  H.,  was  received  by  me  to-day,  having  been  forwarded  from 
the  place  of  my  residence.  But  for  the  stamped  envelope  and  the 
handwriting  of  Mr.  Hunter  with  which  I  am  familiar  I  should  probably 
have  regarded  the  inclosures  as  an  idle  attempt  at  imposition  in  which 
your  name  had  been  surreptitiously  used.  I  must  I  suppose,  though  I 
do  so  reluctantly,  now  view  it  in  a  different  light.  In  the  note  bearing 
your  signature  you  say: 

I  inclose  an  extract  from  a  letter  received  at  this  Department  from  which  it  would 
ap])ear  that  you  are  a  member  of  a  secret  league  the  object  of  which  is  to  overthrow 
the  Uovernment.  Any  explanation  upon  the  subject  which  you  may  offer  would  be 
acceptable. 

It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  how  any  person  could  give  credence  to  or 
entertain  for  a  moment  the  idea  that  I  am  now  or  have  ever  been  con- 


*  This  inclosure  is  an  extract  from  the  anonymous  letter  at  p.  1248,  addressed  to 
"K.  M.  C." 
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nected  with  a  secret  league  or  with  any  league  the  object  of  which 
was  or  is  the  overthrow  of  the  Governmeut  of  my  country.  Surprise, 
however,  only  increases  as  I  pass  from  your  note  to  the  extract  to  which 
you  refer  as  a  sufflcient  basis  for  an  oflficial  communication.  Incoherent 
and  meaningless  as  this  extract  from  the  vagaries  of  an  anonymous 
correspondent  seems  to  me  to  be  it  is  not  a  little  singular  that  it  should 
have  been  sent  for  explanation  to  one  who  during  his  whole  life  has 
never  belonged  to  any  secret  league,  society  or  association.  My  name 
does  not  appear  in  the  extract,  and  as  there  is  not  the  slightest  ground 
for  any  reference  to  me  in  the  connection  indicated  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  your  inference  is  wholly  erroneous  and  that  neither  I  nor  anything 
which  I  ever  said  or  did  was  in  the  mind  of  the  writer. 

Nothing  but  the  gravity  of  the  insinuation,  the  high  ofScial  source 
whence  it  emanates  and  the  distracted  condition  of  our  recently  united, 
prosperous  and  happy  country  could  possibly  lift  this  matter  above 
ridicule  and  contempt.  Not  therefore  because  explanations  would  be 
acceptable  but  because  this  correspondence  is  to  hold  a  place  upon  the 
files  of  the  Department  of  State  long  beyond  the  duration  of  your  life 
or  mine,  and  because  I  would  leave  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  no  ambi- 
guity upon  the  record,  it  is  proper — perhaps  it  is  my  duty — to  add  that 
my  loyalty  wiU  never  be  successfully  impugned  so  long  as  I  enjoy  the 
constitutional  rights  which  pertain  to  every  citizen  of  the  Eepublic, 
and  especially  the  inestimable  right  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and 
cause  of  accusation  and  to  be  confronted  face  to  face  with  my  accusers. 

Love  for  our  whole  country,  respect  for  the  reserved  rights  of  the 
States,  reverence  for  the  Constitution  and  devotion  to  the  noble  Union 
which  for  so  many  years  reposed  securely  upon  that  sacred  instrument, 
have  been  interwoven  with  my  best  hopes  for  civil  liberty,  my  deepest 
emotions,  and  my  sternest  purposes  from  youth  to  age.  If  I  have  failed 
to  illustrate  this  in  official  station,  in  private  life  and  under  all  circum- 
stances where  it  became  me  to  speak  or  act  I  have  labored  under  a 
singular  delusion,  consciousness  of  which  would  embitter  more  than 
anything  else  the  present  hour  and  such  remaining  hours  or  years  as 
may  be  in  reserve  for  me. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PEANKLIN  PIEECE. 


Poet  Hamilton,  JVew  York  Harbor,  December  25,  1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Edqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
SiE:  Inclosed  you  will  please  find  a  letter  written  by  a  prisoner  in 
Fort  Lafayette  to  John  M.  Wattles  which  I  think  proper  to  pass 
through  your  hands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKB, 
LieutenoMt- Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Poet  Lapatette,  December  24, 1861. 

Deae  Beothee:  I  wrote  you  under  date  of  the  5th  instant  which 

I  suppose  you  have  received  ere  this  writing.    I  did  not  give  you  the 

particulars  of  my  arrest  presupposing  that  you  had  got  them  from 

home.    I  also  refrained  from  giving  you  a  detail  of  the  treatment  to 
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me  from  the  time  of  my  arrest  to  my  arrival  here,  being  assured  that 
any  communication  reflecting  upon  the  cruelty,  injustice  and  inhuman- 
ity practiced  upon  me  would  not  be  permitted  from  the  hands  of  the 
commander  of  the  post.  But  feeling  somewhat  assured  that  you  have 
received  my  letter  informing  you  where  I  am,  &c.,  I  feel  more  inde- 
pendent and  write  with  less  care  and  anxiety  whether  this  is  forwarded 
or  not. 

It  may  be  useless  for  me  to  go  into  all  the  minutiae  of  what  transpired 
since  my  arrest,  but  suffice  it  to  say  that  on  my  arrival  at  Detroit  I 
was  taken  to  the  Detroit  House  of  Correction,  put  into  a  cell  the  only 
furniture  of  which  consisted  of  an  iron  bedstead,  a  narrow  straw  tick 
filled  so  full  of  marsh  hay  or  seaweed  as  to  be  entirely  round  and  about 
twenty  inches  in  diameter,  a  pillow  of  the  same  material,  one  blanket, 
and  a  tub  for  the  necessities  of  nature,  kept  in  irons  during  the  night 
without  supper;  taken  out  next  morning  and  taken  to  Toledo  before 
breakfast,  having  fasted  twenty-four  hours.  On  my  arrival  at  New  York 
I  was  confined  one  night  in  the  basement  of  the  police  offlce  in  a  cell 
with  only  a  rude  bench  for  a  bed,  with  not  a  rag  nor  even  a  fire  to  pro- 
tect me  from  the  cold.  In  addition  to  all  other  wrongs  and  injuries  I 
am  arbitrarily  held  and  imprisoned  without  indictment;  have  not  been 
confronted  with  my  accusers ;  have  been  denied  the  right  of  a  speedy 
and  i)ublic  trial  by  an  impartial  jury;  have  been  conveyed  out  of  the 
Stafe  in  which  1  was  arrested  (where  if  at  all  a  crime  had  been  com- 
mitted). Should  you  be  led  to  inquire  the  cause  of  my  arrest  I  can  only 
say  of  that  I  am  as  ignorant  as  yourself.  I  have  suspicions,  it  is  true, 
but  they  are  vague  and  uncertain.  I  sometimes  think  it  is  through  the 
false  and  malicious  misrepresentations  of  some  political  opponent.  Let 
the  cause  be  what  it  may  all  that  I  desire  is  to  be  confronted  with 
accusers,  well  knowing  that  a  charge  of  disloyalty  cannot  be  sustained 
against  me.  But  it  seems  that  I  am  denied  all  the  constitutional  rights 
of  an  American  freeman. 

Nor  am  I  the  only  sufferer;  there  are  many  others  here  in  the  same 
category.  Men  are  arrested  and  placed  in  confinement  here  upon  a 
telegraph  dispatch  from  Secretary  Seward  without  any  charge  against 
them  whatever.  It  is  indeed  deplorable  to  think  that  a  once  free  and 
happy  Grovernment  like  ours  (the  freedom  of  which  was  purchased  with 
the  blood  of  our  ancestors)  should  be  so  completely  given  up  to  a  mili- 
tary despotism;  but  why  should  we  be  surprised  when  we  consider 
that  a  new  era  has  been  established,  that  instead  of  kidnapping  of 
negroes  as  we  have  sometimes  read  of,  a  system  of  the  kidnapping  of 
white  men  is  now  quite  extensively  carried  on.  We  were  restrained 
from  having  any  intercourse  with  any  one  on  the  way,  and  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  we  were  secretly  represented  as  being 
counterfeiters. 

Mr.  Jenkins,  alias  Jo.  Whiting,  a  deputy  marshal  from  Detroit,  who 
came  up  to  make  the  arrest  of  Butler  and  myself  is  a  base  scoundrel. 
It  was  he  who  put  the  irons  on  me  previous  to  my  arrival  at  Detroit. 
He  coupled  us  together  with  a  pair  of  handcuffs  on  leaving  the  Detroit 
House  of  Correction.  On  arriving  at  the  junction  of  the  Michigan 
Southern  and  Toledo  Railroads  and  while  standing  in  the  warehouse 
waiting  the  arrival  of  the  cars  I  remarked  to  Butler  that  I  thought  it 
was  rather  hard  to  freeze  and  starve  too;  whereupon  one  of  the  over- 
seers or  ofQcials  of  some  kind  standing  near,  hearing  the  remark,  said 
insultingly,  "Good  enough  for  you.  You  had  no  business  to  be  caught 
in  such  a  dirty  scrape."  This  insult  although  made  within  the  hearing 
of  Whiting  passed  without  comment  or  rebuke — indeed  I  should  judge 
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he  seemed  to  enjoy  and  sympathize  with  the  rufftan  who  offered  it. 
On  entering  the  cars  we  were  joined  by  Deputy.  Marshal  Barse  from 
Detroit,  under  whose  instructions  the  irons  were  removed,  and  from 
that  time  forward  we  were  treated  by  him  with  the  courtesy  and  kind- 
ness becoming  a  gentleman ;  and  as  1  only  look  upon  him  as  a  tool  in 
the  hands  of  wicked  men  I  shall  always  remember  him  with  kindness. 

Lieut.  Charles  O.  Wood,  commander  of  this  post,  seems  to  be  very 
gentlemanly  in  his  demeanor  toward  the  prisoners  confined  here.  Ser- 
geant Eeed  is  also  highly  esteemed  by  the  prisoners.  We  all  hail  with 
joy  the  hour  which  he  is  on  guard  duty,  as  there  are  many  things  con- 
nected with  the  duties  of  sergeant  of  the  guard  toward  the  prisoners 
in  which  he  can  treat  them  with  kindness  and  civility  or  otherwise.  If 
I  knew  that  my  business  affairs  had  already  suffered  so  much  that  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  recover  from  the  ruin  already  effected  it  would  make 
but  little  difference  to  me  whether  they  let  me  out  this  winter  or  not. 
We  are  faring  first-rate  and  having  a  good  time  generally.  There  are 
seven  of  us  occupying  a  room  about  eighteen  feet  by  twenty-four  feet, 
with  a  good  wood  fire,  plenty  to  eat,  and  have  a  variety  of  amusements. 
We  are  allowed  to  walk  in  the  inner  court  of  the  fort  one  hour  in  the 
morning  and  evening  (with  now  and  then  an  exception  when  Sergeant 
Eeed  is  not  on  guard  duty).  We  were  expecting  to  have  an  oyster  supper 
for  Christmas  but  we  have  just  learned  that  owing  to  the  roughn^gs  of 
the  harbor  we  shall  not  be  able  to  get  them  in  time. 

Tell  me  of  the  success  of  Captain  Beach  in  getting  his  company  filled 
in  time  to  go  into  rendezvous  at  Flint  with  the  Tenth  Regiment,  and 
who  the  officers  are,  &c.  I  wrote  to  Susan  a  day  or  two  after  writing 
to  you  informing  her  of  the  best  course  that  I  knew  of  to  get  my  case 
investigated.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  some  cases  that  influence  is  of 
greater  importance  than  innocence  to  obtain  a  release  from  imprison- 
ment. I  think  that  Colonel  (now  General)  E.  would  have  as  much  influ- 
ence with  the  administration  toward  obtaining  for  me  an  investigation 
as  any  one.  I  am  looking  for  the  arrival  of  a  letter  from  you  by  the 
middle  of  this  week.  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  disappointed.  I  suppose 
that  our  county  is  now  districted  into  two  representative  districts  to 
the  particular  liking  of  the  Eepublicans.  Had  Supervisor  Deming  left 
before  the  meeting  of  the  board?  Send  to  Susan  the  first  opportunity. 
Tell  her  to  be  of  good  cheer;  that  all  will  be  right  when  the  end  comes. 
We  have  just  had  a  new  arrival  of  prisoners  from  Texas,  some  three  or 
four  of  whom  have  been  allotted  to  our  room.  We  are  therefore  in 
uproar  and  confusion  at  present.  In  consequence  I  shall  have  to  close 
writing  for  this  time.  Write  soon  and  remember  me  to  all  the  friends. 
Your  aftectionate  brother, 

DAVID  C.  WATTLES. 


Depaktment  op  State,  Washington,  December  30, 1861. 
Franklin  Pieece. 

My  Deae  Sie:  An  injurious  aspersion  on  your  fair  fame  and  loyalty 
came  into  my  hands.  Although  it  was  in  an  anonymous  letter  the  writer 
was  detected  and  subsequently  avowed  the  authorship.*  The  docu- 
ment must  become  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  times.  I  desired  that 
you  might  know  how  your  name  was  made  use  of  by  a  traitor  to 
increase  the  treason  he  was  encouraging.  Unable  to  prepare  a  note 
to  you  personally  I  devolved  the  duty  on  the  chief  clerk  of  this  Depart- 

*  See  letter  of  Hopkins  to  Seward,  p.  1250. 
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merit.  The  manner  in  which  it  was  done  has  given  you  offense.  1 
regret  it  and  apologize  for  it  with  the  only  excuse  I  can  make,  namely, 
the  necessity  of  employing  another  head  to  do  what  ought  to  be  done 
and  yet  which  I  had  not  time  to  do  personally.  I  place  your  answer  on 
the  files  of  the  Department  of  State  as  an  act  of  justice  to  yourself, 
and  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  all  the  unkindness  of  that  answer 
does  not  in  the  least  diminish  the  satistiaction  with  which  I  have  per- 
formed in  the  best  way  I  was  able  a  public  duty  with  a  desire  to  render 
you  a  service. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  adopting  the  form  of  address  to 
ex-Presidents  of  the  United  States  used  by  the  late  Mr.  Webster  I 
have  invariably  left  off  all  titles  of  address  as  being  most  respectful. 

OONCOED,  N.  H.,  January  7, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
letter  of  the  30th  ultimo.  It  could  hardly  have  surprised  you  to  learn 
that  I  failed  to  discover  in  your  official  note  a  desire  to  render  me  a 
service.  You  will  excuse  me  if  I  regard  even  a  suggestion  from  a 
source  so  eminent  that  I  am  "a  member  of  a  secret  league  the  object 
of  which  is  to  overthrow  this  Government"  as  rather  too  grave  to  have 
been  sent  off  with  as  little  consideration  as  a  note  of  rebuke  might 
have  been  addressed  to  a  delinquent  clerk  of  one  of  the  departments. 

The  writer  of  the  anonjinous  letter  it  seems  "  was  detected  and  sub- 
sequently avowed  the  authorship,"  and  yet  I  am  not  advised  whether 
he  disavows  reference  to  me  or  whether  there  was  an  attempt  to  incul- 
pate me  in  his  disclosure.  These  were  the  only  facts  connected  with 
him,  his  treason  or  his  confession  at  all  material  for  me  to  know.  I 
suppose  I  am  left  to  infer  the  latter,  because  although  my  name  does  not 
appear  in  the  extract  to  which  my  attention  was  particularly  called 
you  still  state  that  an  asiw^s'iion  upon  my  "fair  fame  and  loyalty" 
came  into  your  hands.  I  think  you  will  upon  reflection  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  that  the  whole  ground  upon  which  the  allegation  is  repeated 
should  as  a  simple  act  of  justice  have  been  placed  before  me.  It  was 
not  the  manner  of  your  official  note  as  you.seern  to  suppose  nor  any 
form  of  address  which  awakened  on  my  part  a  deep  sense  of  wrong. 
These  whatever  they  may  have  been  were  not  worthy  of  serious  notice. 
The  substance  was  what  I  intended  as  courteously  as  I  could  but  very 
distinctly  to  repel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

FEANKLDf  PIERCE. 


FoET  Lafayette,  February  3, 1862. 
Editor  New  York  Times: 

You  will  confer  a  favor  and  at  the  same  time  do  an  act  of  justice  to 
the  undersigned  by  correcting  a  misstatement  in  your  Washington  dis- 
patches in  to-day's  issue  under  the  head  of  arrests  in  Michigan.  It  is 
stated  that  the  undersigned  together  with  Matthew  Hodge  and  E.  E. 
Boyle*  were  arrested  at  North  Branch  for  destroying  the  mails.    We 


*No  record  of  the  arrest  of  Hodge  and  Boyle  can  be  found. 
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know  nothing  of  the  maUs  being  disturbed,  the  arrest  of  Hodge  or 
Boyle,  having  been  prisoners  in  Port  Lafayette  since  November  27, 1861. 
Neither  do  we  know  the  charges  against  us,  ha.ving  been  held  in  prison 
uearlv  three  months  without  trial  or  examination. 

^  DAVID  C.  WATTLES. 

ISALAH  BUTLEE. 


Port  Lapayette,  Tuesday,  February  11, 1862. 
N.  H.  Hart,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  long  hesitated  to  write  to  any  gentleman  in  Mich- 
igan for  reasons  which  would  occupy  too  much  room  to  detail.  I  am 
nearly  as  you  know  a  stranger  in  Lapeer  County.  In  looking  over  my 
limited  list  of  acquaintances  I  thought  of  you  as  one  who  would  not 
refiise  to  do  me  a  trifling  favor.  Por  some  time  after  my  imprisonment 
I  was  under  the  impression  that  few  letters  from  prisoners  got  outside 
of  the  walls  of  Port  Lafayette.  To  test  the  matter  I  wrote  two  or 
three  letters  fall  of  nonsense  to  some  person  far  away  in  the  woods  of 
North  Branch.  I  this  morning  received  indubitable  evidence  that  they 
at  least  had  passed  in  the  shape  of  a  wretched  scrawl  from  a  virgin  of 
Canada  stock.  It  may  have  contained  very  important  news  but  Baron 
Humboldt  could  not  have  deciphered  its  meaning.  Saving  this  epistle  I 
have  not  heard  a  word  from  Michigan  since  my  arrest.  I  have  requested 
I)ermission  to  send  for  the  Daily  Free  Press  but  have  received  no  reply 
pro  or  con.  I  wish  to  know  whether  any  publicity  through  the  press 
has  been  given  to  the  arrests  in  Michigan.  If  so  you  would  be  doing 
me  a  great  kindness  by  sending  the  papers  to  me  at  Port  Lafayette. 

You  can  understand  my  object  when  I  inform  you  that  I  have  been 
left  in  total  ignorance  of  the  cause  of  my  arrest,  never  having  received 
the  slightest  intimation  of  the  charges  against  me  more  than  was 
embraced  in  the  general  one  of  disloyalty.  Our  country  has  undergone 
a  marked  change  from  the  past  when  an  American  citizen  can  be  held 
months  in  prison  without  warrant,  trial  or  even  examination.  This  is 
a  display  of  authority  for  which  I  can  fln-i  no  excuse  even  under  the 
widely  usurping  plea  of  necessity.  U  ler  no  circumstances  certainly 
should  the  innocent  be  punished  and  1  cannot  possibly  see  any  danger 
to  the  country  in  a  few  obscure  men  receiving  at  least  a  trial. 

To  the  few  persons  in  Michigan  whoso  good  opinion  I  should  be  proud 
to  possess  I  can  only  say  whatever  may  be  the  pretended  charges  against 
me  defer  your  judgment  until  you  hear  both  sides.  Believe  me,  sir,  I 
am  no  traitor,  unless  indeed  a  freely  acknowledged  hatred  of  abolition- 
ism be  deemed  treason.  No  man  would  more  willingly  give  his  life  to 
see  our  country  restored  to  peace  and  unity.  Just  as  freely  would  I 
give  my  heart's  blood  to  see  crushed  out  that  accursed  insurrectionary 
element  of  Northern  society  called  abolitionism,  in  which  organization 
is  embraced  all  the  damnable,  fanatical  and  demoralizing  isms  known 
to  our  country. 

I  saw  a  paragraph  in  the  New  York  papers  among  the  Washington 
dispatches  which  stated  that  Wattles,  Butler,  Hodges  and  Boyle  had 
been  arrested  for  destroying  the  mails.  This  of  course  is  a  mistake. 
Mr.  Wattles  and  Butler  knew  nothing  of  my  arrest  until  they  found 
themselves  enjoying  the  luxuries  of  the  same  boarding  house.  (It  was 
stated  that  the  destruction  of  the  mails  was  in  revenge  for  my  arrest.) 
I  further  saw  that  Hopkins  was  a  member  of  a  secret  traitorous  organi- 
zation called  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Square.  This  is  the  most 
absurd  nonsense.    There  is  to  my  knowledge  no  such  society  in  exist- 
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ence;  certain  I  am,  not  in  the  loyal  State  of  Michigan.  Would  to  God 
the  Black  Eepublicans  were  half  as.  patriotic  as  the  Democrats  of  Michi- 
gan. Mr.  Wattles  and  Butler  are  as  innocent  of  any  act  or  intent  of 
treason  as  the  best  Union  man  in  Lapeer.  They  are  deserving  of  the 
best  efforts  of  every  Union  man  to  restore  them  to  their  families.  I 
fancy  Hodges  and  Boyle  have  been  guilty  of  some  trifling  act  of  insur- 
rection which  has  been  grabbed  at  to  make  them  trouble. 
Excuse  this  letter  and  send  me,  if  possible,  the  information  1  request. 
I  am,  truly,  yours. 

GUY  S.  HOPKINS. 


Wae  Department,  Washington,  February  21, 1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Bubke, 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor, 
Colonel  :  Tou  may  release  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  instant,  the 
following  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  upon  their  engaging 
upon  their  honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies 
inhostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States:  *  *  *  Guy 
S.  Hopkins,  David  C.  Wattles,  Isaiah  Butler.  *  *  * 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  February  22, 1862. 

Brig,  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  B.  G. 

Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  the  parole  of  *  *  *  Guy  S.  Hopkins 
and  Isaiah  Butler  *  *  *  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette,  released  in 
obedience  to  your  telegraphic  dispatch  of  the  21st  instant.  •  *  * 
D.  C.  Wattles  declined  to  sign  the  parole  and  was  consequently 
retained  in  custody. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       ^  MARTIN  BUEKE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inolosure.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  February  22, 1862. 
We,  the  undersigned,  do  solemnly  promise  upon  our  word  of  honor 
that  we  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  ^^^  ^  HOPKINS. 

ISAIAH  BUTLER. 

[And  34  others.] 

FoBT  Lafayette,  February  22, 1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir-  The  indulgence  offered  me  this  day  by  the  commander  of  Fort 
Lafayette  was  refused  on  the  foUowin  g  grounds :  I  was  arrested  without 
legal  warrant,  was  dragged  to  the  city  of  Detroit  in  irons,  there  placed 
in  a  felon's  ceU:  was  told  by  the  prison  keeper  that  I  was  to  be  taken 
immediately  before  the  U.  S.  commissioners  for  examination  on  a  charge 
of  treason.    Instead  thereof  I  was  conveyed  to  this  place;  have  been 
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held  here  three  months  in  prison  not  only  without  trial,  but  unnoticed 
and  apparently  forgotten.  I  reside  in  the  loyal  State  of  Michigan.  I 
am  and  have  always  been  a  loyal  citizen;  have  said  or  done  nothing 
worthy  the  treatment  I  have  received.  I  therefore  objected  to  accepting 
my  liberty  on  parole,  as  it  will  be  held  an  admission  of  a  treason  of  which 
I  have  never  been  guilty.  I  demand  a  trial  or  an  unconditional  release. 
I  am  ready  to  enter  into  recognizance  with  sufficient  surety  to  appear 
for  trial  whenever  and  wherever  it  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

'  DAVID  C.  WATTLES. 


FoKT  Lafayette,  March  13, 1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  1  addressed  you  on  the  22d  ultimo  on  the  subject  of  my  release. 
In  asking  for  a  trial  I  hoped  should  that  right  be  accorded  to  me  I  should 
thereby  be  able  to  learn  who  had  been  instrumental  in  my  arrest. 
Abandoning  all  such  hopes,  and  expecting  to  be  obliged  to  look  else- 
where for  such  information,  I  am  induced  to  make  application  for  my 
release  in  accordance  with  Executive  Order,  No.  1,  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment,* dated  February  14, 1862,  which  application  you  will  please  find 
inclosed. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

DAVID  C.  WATTLES. 

[Inclosuro.] 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

I,  David  G.  Wattles,  of  Michigan,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafay- 
ette, hereby  make  application  to  be  released  from  custody  on  my 
parole  of  honor  to  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemy  in  hostility  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
Executive  Order,  No.  1,  of  the  War  Department,  dated  February  14, 
1862,  in  reference  to  political  prisoners. 

DAVID  C.  WATTLES. 


Elmira,  Chemung  County,  N.  Y. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Sir  :  I  was  last  November  arrested  by  your  order  in  Detroit,  Mich. 
My  papers  and  book  have  never  been  returned,  neither  can  1  learn 
anything  about  them.  The  papers  are  too  valuable.  I  request  their 
return  to  me  at  this  place.  I  would  also  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to 
inquire  if  after  three  months'  detention  in  prison  and  there  obliged  to 
expend  the  little  means  I  possessed  to  save  myself  from  starvation  if  I 
am  now  to  depend  upon  charity  to  get  home?  1  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  you  send  me  a  pass  to  Chicago,  111. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GUY  S.  HOPKINS. 


Concord,  N.  H.,  March  24, 1862. 
Hon.  Milton  S.  Latham,  TJ.  S.  Senate,  Washington,  B.  G. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  inclose  a  short  article  from  the  Saturday  evening 
edition  of  the  Boston  Journal  (March  22),  the  substance  of  which  it  is 

*  See  p.  221  for  this  order. 


SUSPECTED  AND  DISLOYAL  PERSONS.  1265 

quite  probable  you  may  have  seen  before.  Having  originated  in  Michi- 
gan and  been  reproduced  in  Boston  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  it 
has  already  secured  a  mde  circulation.  The  subject  is  not  new  to  me. 
It  was  the  occasion  of  a  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  myself  as  early  as  December  last.  I  thought  it  reasonable 
to  suppose  at  the  close  of  that  correspondence  that  the  matter  would 
cease  to  attract  notice.  This  expectation  not  having  been  realized  and 
the  offensive  charge  alleged  to  be  based  upon  a  document  the  original 
of  which  "is  now  in  the  State  Department  at  Washington"  having 
been  revived  and  extensively  published,  will  you  do  me  the  favor  to 
introduce  in  the  Senate  a  resolution  calling  for  the  correspondence  to 
which  I  have  referred. 

It  will  strike  you  I  am  sure  both  upon  public  and  personal  grounds 
that  such  imputations  should  not  be  permitted  thus  to  circulate  unchal- 
lenged, especially  when  an  answer  to  them  at  least  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned has  been  for  months  upon  the  files  of  the  first  Department  of 
the  Government. 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  Mend,  &c., 

FEANKLDJ  PIEEOB. 

[IsdoBnTe— Editorial  extract  from  the  Boston  Jonmal,  March  22, 1862.] 
TKEASONABLE  PLOT  IN  MICHIGAN. 

The  Detroit  Tribune  publishes  a  curious  document  revealing  an 
attempt  in  that  State  last  fall  to  organize  a  league  for  the  purpose  of 
overthrowing  the  Federal  Government.  This  object  is  plainly  avowed 
ill  a  secret  circular,  which  declares  the  purpose  of  the  movement  to  be 

"to  rise  and  unite  if  necessary  with  the  a [army]  of  the  S 

South],  overrun  the  N [North]  like  a  hurricane,  sweeping  the  A 

Administration]  into  eternity,  or  at  least  driving  them  into  complete 
and  unconditional  submission."  The  document  is  dated  October  5, 
1861,  and  says  the  league  is  doing  a  noble  work  in  Maryland  and  among 

the  soldiers  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  that  "President  P [President 

Pierce]  in  his  passage  has  drawn  many  brave  and  influential  men  to 
the  league."  The  Tribune  says  the  original  of  the  document  is  now  in 
the  State  Department  at  Washington,  and  that  it  led  to  the  arrest  and 
imprisonment  of  several  persons  in  Port  Lafayette.  It  was  discovered 
that  secret  organizations  existed  in  many  towns  in  Michigan  and  in 
numerous  places  in  Canada  West. 


Resolution  adopted  hy  the  U.  8.  Senate  March  26, 1862. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  transmit  to  this 
body  copies  of  any  correspondence  which  may  have  taken  place  between 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  and  Hon.  Franklin  Pierce, 
ex-President  of  the  United  States,  having  reference  to  a  supposed 
conspiracy  against  the  Government,  and  all  other  papers  relating  to 
the  same.* 

*  The  original  resolution  was  introduced  by  Senator  Latham  and  was  the  occasion 
of  considerable  discussion.  After  being  amended  it  passed  in  the  above  form.  For 
full- proceedings  of  the  Senate  in  this  matter  see  Congressional  Globe  for  March  27, 
1862,  pp.  1370-1371. 

80  E  E — SEEIES  II,  VOL  II 


1266  PEISONEES  OP  WAE,   ETC. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  March  31, 1862. 

Hon.  HANNIBAL  Hamlin, 

Yiee-Preaident  of  the  United  States  and  Pres.  of  the  Senate. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  26th 
instant  the  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
correspondence*  between  this  Department  and  the  Hon.  Franklm  Pierce, 
ex-President  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  subject  of  a  supposed  con- 
spiracy against  this  Government  and  of  all  other  papers  on  file  here 

relating  to  the  same.  „   „^.,„  .  ^^ 

*  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

House  of  Eepresentatives,  April  1, 1862. 
F.  W.  Sewaed,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  inform  me  of  the  Christian  name 
and  residence  of  the  Doctor  Hopkins  who  is  mentioned  in  a  debate  on 
a  resolution  of  inquiry  offered  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Latham  on  the  26th 
ultimo  at  the  instance  of  ex-President  Pierce.  Persons  in  my  district 
who  have  an  interest  in  ascertainin  g  the  identity  of  the  person  in  question 
desire  me  to  obtain  the  information. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"^       ^  OHAS.  J.  BIDDLE. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  4, 1862. 
John  W.  Forney,  Esq.,  Secretary  U.  S.  Senate,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  3d  instant  has  been  received.  In 
reply  to  your  inquiry  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  full  name  of  the 
Doctor  Hopkins  mentioned  in  the  "Pierce  correspondence"  is  Dr.  Guy 
S.  Hopkins. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

F.  W.  SEWAED. 


Commission  Eelating  to  State  Prisoners, 

JVew  York,  April  8, 1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  have  had  under  con- 
sideration the  case  of  Mr.  David  C.  Wattles,  of  North  Branch,  Mich., 
and  respectfully  recommend  that  he  be  discharged  from  custody  upon 
giving  his  written  parole  of  honor  not  to  render  aid  or  comfort  to  the 
enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  being  the 
conditions  upon  which  he  was  tendered  his  discharge  on  the  22d  day 
of  February  last  by  your  order. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAED8  PIEEEEPONT, 

Commissioners. 

*Omittedhere.  The  correspondence  transmitted  included  Seward  to  Pierce,  Decem- 
ber 20,  ■with  the  inclosed  extract  from  the  anonymous  letter  of  October  5,  p.  1257 ; 
Pierce  to  Seward,  December  24,  p.  1257 ;  Seward's  response,  December  30,  p.  1260;  the 
anonymous  letter  entire,  addressed  to  "R.M.  C,"  p.  1248;  Hopkins  to  Seward,  Novem- 
ber 29,  p.  1250,  but  did  not  include  Pierce  to  Seward,  January  7, 1862,  p.  12B1.  The 
omission  occasioned  further  debate  in  the  Senate,  during -which  Senator  Latham  read 
the  omitted  letter,  which  appears  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  printed  in  the 
Congressional  Globe  for  April  3, 1862,  pp.  1489-1490. — Compilbe. 
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Commission  BELAiiNa  to  State  Prisonees, 

New  York,  April  9, 1862. 
Col.  Martin  Btteke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  The  following  prisoners,  viz,  David  C.  Wattles  »  »  *, 
having  given  their  parole  of  honor  to  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the 
enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  you  may 
discharge  them  immediately. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
BDWAEDS  PIEEREPONT, 

Gommisaioners. 


[New  Toek,]  April  9, 1862. 
I,  David  C.  Wattles,  of  North  Branch,  Lapeer  County,  Mich.,  do 
hereby  give  my  parole  of  honor  that  I  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to 
the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

DAVID  C.  WATTLES. 
Signed  in  presence  of — 

E.  D.  WEBSTEE, 

Secretary. 


FoET  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  April  10, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  0. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  out  of  ten  men  sent  before 
the  commissioners  in  New  York  City  day  before  yesterday  four  have 
been  released,  viz,  David  C.  Wattles,  *  •  *  on  parole  of  honor  not 
to  aid  the  enemy.    »    •    • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETLN^  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Third  Artillery. 


Case  of  Fernando  Wood. 

Mayoe's  Office,  New  York,  November  27, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed. 

Dear  Sir  :  An  efl'ort  will  be  made  to  prejudice  me  in  the  estimation 
of  the  Government  by  representations  affecting  my  support  of  the  war 
movement,  &c.  This  is  designed  to  induce  the  administration  to 
become  a  party  actively  hostile  to  my  re-election  as  mayor,  and  to 
injure  me  before  the  people.  I  hope  you  will  defend  me  against  any 
such  attempts  in  your  quarter.  I  am  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war,  for  sustaining  the  Administration  by  every  power  at  our  com- 
mand, and  for  a  restoration  of  peace  only  when  it  can  be  done  consist- 
ently with  the  safety,  honor  and  unity  of  the  entire  Government. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

FERNANDO  WOOD. 
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New  Toek,  [N^ovemher]  28, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed  : 

I  have  been  impoituned  by  a  number  of  our  most  respectable  citizens 
to  arrest  Fernando  Wood  in  consequence  of  a  violent  disunion  speech 
he  made  last  night,  to  which  I  desire  to  call  your  particular  attention 
as  published  in  the  morning  papers.    I  await  your  instructions. 

E.  MUERAT, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Meteopolitan  Police, 

New  York,  November  28, 1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

SiE :  This  community  was  scandalized  this  morning  on  seeing  in  the 
newspapers  the  report  of  a  speech  made  last  night  by  Fernando  Wood 
at  a  meeting  of  his  friends  at  the  Volks  Garten.  It  appears  to  me  you 
should  have  your  attention  specially  called  to  it.  Therefore  I  inclose 
you  copies*  of  it  as  it  appears  in  the  Herald  and  Tribune  of  this 
morning. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


New  Yoek,  November  28, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  State  Department : 

You  ought  to  arrest  Mayor  Wood  for  using  the  traitorous  language 
he  did  last  night  before  a  public  assemblage.  Do  it  at  once  and  save 
future  agonies  here. 

C.  A.  STETSON. 


New  Yoek,  November  29, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Deae  Sie  :  Although  I  am  aware  that  your  time  is  engrossed  by  the 
pressing  anxieties  of  your  position  I  can  not  refrain  from  intruding 
upon  you  a  minute  on  a  subject  of  pith  and  moment.  I  ask  your  atten- 
tion to  this  infamous  speech  delivered  by  Fernando  Wood  on  Wednes- 
day night  last.    I  inclose  you  a  copy. 

Of  course  you  are  aware  that  Wood  before  he  was  frightened  into  an 
appearance  of  loyalty  by  the  people  here  had  strong  secession  sympa- 
thies, and  that  whenever  since  that  unpleasant  event  he  has  dared 
expose  the  cloven  foot  he  has  been  delighted  to  exhibit  it.  Colonel 
Burnham,  a  New  Yorker  by  birth,  is  Wood's  marshal  and  next  door 
neighbor.  He  under  the  manipulation  of  Wood,  who  seems  to  have 
fascinated  this  otherwise  estimable  man,  has  become  and  continues  to 
be  a  stubborn  secessionist,  and  submits  as  though  he  were  acting  a  mar- 
tyr's part  to  loss  of  friends  and  destruction  of  his  business.  He  used 
to  be  proprietor  of  the  famed  Buruham's,  at  Bloomingdale,  but  has 
been  driven  from  it  by  loss  of  business  consequent  upon  the  knowledge 
of  his  want  of  loyalty. 

The  Daily  News  which  you  suppressed  was  owned  in  part  by  Wood. 
Ben  Wood  who  is  but  as  potter's  clay  in  Fernando  Wood's  hands  was 

*  Not  found,  but  see  inclosuies  in  Haakins  to  Sewaxd,  December  2,  post. 
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the  friend  of  Breckinridge  and  Burnett  during  the  session  of  Congress 
in  July  and  counseled  with  them.  I  recall  these  matters  partly  to 
prove  F.  Wood's  traitorous  sympathies,  and  partly  to  show  you  that 
they  being  known  South  the  enemy  there  receive  substantial  aid  and 
comfort  from  his  attacks  on  the  Government.  He  is  a  natural  conspir- 
ator, this  "spare  Cassius  "  with  "lean  and  hungry  look,"  and  if  he  has 
not  kept  up  correspondence  with  the  leaders  of  this  unnatural  and  atro- 
cious rebellion  the  only  reason  for  his  abstinence  lies  in  apprehension 
for  his  personal  safety. 

Yet  out  of  the  fullness  of  the  heart  the  mouth  will  speak  and  on  Wed- 
nesday night  It  had  its  overflow,  and  if  you  do  not  arrest  and  imprison 
him  for  his  treasonable  sentiments  so  openly  and  boldly  expressed  I  can 
only  say  that  you  will  make  a  mistake  which  by  and  by  you  will  have 
cause  to  regret.  The  general  expression  yesterday  in  this  city  was 
one  of  denunciation,  and  the  general  hope  that  when  the  sun  set  on  Fort 
Lafayette  Fernando  Wood  would  be  within  its  walls. 

You  can  not  have  any  doubt  that  there  was  an  arranged  scheme  here 
last  spring  on  the  part  of  Wood  and  others  to  detach  this  city  from  the 
support  of  the  Government.  Thesudden  and  unexpected  popular  demon- 
strations in  its  favor  drove  these  traitors  for  a  time  from  their  purpose, 
but  I  have  no  idea  that  they  have  abandoned  it.  They  only  wait  for 
one  of  those  lulls  or  changes  in  the  aura  popularis  which  almost  always 
occur  in  long  wars  to  renew  and  attempt  their  project.  On  Wednesday 
night  Wood  chose  his  ground  judiciously  and  "prepared  it  well  for  the 
seed — a  German  gathering,  sprinkled  with  a  shower  of  popular  rights 
peculiarly  Teutonic.  That  soil  will  grow  the  seed  unless  you  bind  the 
sower. 

Yours,  truly, 

JOHN  E.  DEVELIN, 

[Inclosure.] 

Fellow-Citizens  :  I  appear  before  you  to-night  not  with  the  inten- 
tion of  pleasing  your  ears  with  fine  words,  not  to  indulge  in  eloquence, 
but  to  talk  a  little  common  sense  to  you.  [Cheers  and  cries  of  "Good 
for  you."]  I  have  ever  regretted  any  attempt  to  continue  distinctive 
nationalities  and  national  prejudices.  I  have  always  held  and  believed 
that  when  once  the  man  merged  into  the  citizen  he  merged  his  nation- 
ality, and  he  became  as  it  were  dissolved  into  the  general  community 
without  any  other  appellation,  rights  or  privileges  than  those  which 
appertained  to  every  other  man  in  the  community.  [Cheers.]  While, 
however,  it  was  the  duty  of  men  to  support  the  Government  they  had 
a  perfect  constitutional  right  to  criticise  the  acts  of  the  Government 
and  the  laws  under  which  they  lived.  The  people  of  New  York  had 
been  deprived  of  their  rights.  The  city  unlike  that  of  free  Hamburg 
l)ossesses  no  municipal  rights  whatever.  The  naked  fact  is  that  if  these 
oppressive  acts  had  been  submitted  to  the  people  for  ratification  they 
wonld  unanimously  rtsject  them. 

There  is  in  the  legislature  at  Albany  a  great  preponderating  power 
over  us,  exercised  by  men  too  in  every  sense  of  the  word  foreign  to  us, 
and  opposed  to  us  in  every  element  and  every  characteristic  which  goes 
to  make  a  great  and  free  people.  These  men  we  find  make  laws  for  our 
government  while  they  take  care  that  these  same  laws  shall  be  inoper- 
ative as  against  themselves.  [Cheers  and  "  That's  so."]  We  have  no 
longer  the  right  to  make  our  own  laws.  We  have  no  longer  the  right 
to  tax  ourselves.  We  must  ask  permission  of  the  legislature  at 
Albany.    We  have  been  deprived  of  the  right  to  appoint  our  own 
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police;  to  build  our  own  court-houses;  to  lay  out  our  public  parks, 
or  to  say  what  shall  be  the  legal  observances  of  the  Sabbath.  [Great 
cheering.]  We  have  not  the  right  to  say  who  shall  be  licensed  or 
who  shall  not  be  licensed.  We  can  no  longer  say  who  shall  deal  in 
malt  liquors  or  spirituous  liquors ;  nor  have  we  longer  a  voice  in  those 
domestic  arrangements  which  every  community  controls  except  those 
who  live  in  despotic  countries.  [Cheers.]  We  have  been  deprived  of 
those  rights  by  the  legislature — a  legislature  which  in  my  judgment 
is  a  curse  not  only  to  the  city  but  to  the  State  and  to  the  whole  country. 
[Faint  cheers.] 

But,  fellow-citizens,  the  day  of  deliverance  is  at  hand.  [Cheers.] 
A  downtrodden  people  will  no  longer  lie  silent  and  quiet  under  oppres- 
sion of  this  character.  I  believe  that  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of 
this  city  will  restore  to  us  those  rights;  will  restore  power  to  the  gov- 
ernmeut  of  the  State;  will  restore  the  power  of  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  city  [cheers] ;  restore  to  the  people  of  New  York  the  right  to  make 
those  laws  which  appertain  to  their  own  social  indulgence,  and  restore 
to  us  that  right  which  every  community  enjoys  to  make  those  peculiar 
laws  which  meet  the  wishes  and  principles  and  rights  and  interests 
of  the  people  to  be  governed.  [Loud  cheers.]  I  have  authority  for 
saying  that  these  rights  will  be  restored.  ["Good  for  you!"]  That 
the  time  is  coming  before  even  next  spring  when  the  legislature  at 
Albany  will  restore  to  the  mayor  of  New  York  the  right  to  govern 
the  city  of  New  York  according — [the  close  of  the  sentence  was  lost  in 
cheers.^ 

And  if  it  be  my  good  fortune  to  be  re-elected  to  this  office  I  can  only 
say  to  you  that  if  those  duties  devolve  upon  me  and  if  I  have  the  power 
of  controlling  any  of  these  social  and  domestic  relations  I  here  pledge 
myself  to  allow  the  fullest  liberty  to  all  consistent  with  the  safety  and 
good  of  the  community.  [Loud  cheers.]  I  am  opposed  to  dictating  to 
any  man  whether  he  shall  drink  water  or  lager  beer  or  rum.  [Vociferous 
cheering  and  cries  of  "  Good  "  and  "  Bravo."]  I  am  opposed  to  compell- 
ing any  man  to  go  to  church  on  Sunday  if  he  chooses  to  go  anywhere 
else.  [Continued  applause.]  I  am  opposed  to  imposing  unjust  taxation 
on  any  man  though  he  does  sell  an  article  mischievous  in  itself.  I  am 
opposed  also  to  regulating  by  law  what  a  man  must  eat  and  what  he 
must  drink  and  what  he  must  wear.  [Loud  cheers  and  cries  of  "  Good  " 
again.]  I  will  let  a  man's  safety  hereafter  depend  entirely  as  a  matter 
between  himself  and  his  God,  for  I  deny  the  right  of  any  one  to  step  in 
between  me  and  my  Maker.  All  this  1  will  leave  to  the  individual.  In 
short,  repeating  what  I  said  before,  all  of  these  social  matters,  all  of 
these  questions  appertaining  to  mere  conscience — all  of  these  matters 
which  rest  in  a  man's  own  heart — I  will  leave  to  himself.  I  ask  him  only 
to  conform  to  law.  I  ask  him  not  to  deprive  his  neighbor  of  his  prop- 
erty. I  ask  him  to  be  peaceable,  orderly  and  sober.  I  ask  him  not  to 
violate  any  of  the  rights  of  the  community.  In  short  I  ask  him  to  con- 
form only  to  the  regulations  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  community. 
But  I  go  no  further,  and^o  long  as  you  do  this  so  long  are  you  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  the  Government  and  all  those  inalienable  rights 
which  God  and  nature  have  vouchsafed  to  man.    [Cheers.] 

I  have  referred  to  a  party  which  I  denominate  an  abolition  party— a 
party  that  has  brought  this  country  to  the  verge  of  ruin  and  destruc- 
tion and  precipitated  upon  it  a  civil  war— [cries  "That's  so" J— a  war 
which  if  we  survive  it  is  more  than  any  nation  has  been  able  to  do 
under  similar  circumstances.  A  party  that  is  in  favor  of  freeing  the 
slave  that  he  may  rid  the  South  of  slavery  and  bring  black  labor  in 
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competition  with  the  white  labor  of  the  North.  A  party  who  gives  all  its 
sympathy  to  the  black  and  has  none  at  all  to  spare  for  the  poor  white 
man  of  the  North.  A  party  who  will  oppress  you  by  the  interposition 
of  unjust  taxation  and  exaction ;  who  will  grind  you  down  to  the  earth ; 
who  will  compel  you  to  work  for  50  cents  a  day,  and  even  withhold 
that  from  you  if  it  can  by  fraud.  [Cheers.]  And  yet  these  men  have 
hearts,  but  not  for  you  but  for  the  negroes  of  the  South.  ["  That's  so."] 
1  tell  you  that  so  long  as  this  party  rules  the  country  there  is  no  peace 
for  the  country.  These  men  are  not  only  in  favor  of  prosecuting  the 
war  but  they  are  in  favor  of  perpetuating  it  and  prolonging  the  war. 
They  are  in  favor  of  the  war  so  long  as  a  dollar  of  the  public  money  is 
to  be  expended  and  in  the  expenditure  they  can  participate.  They  are 
in  favor  of  the  war  so  long  as  slavery  exists  on  the  continent,  and  they 
will  prosecute  it  so  long  as  a  drop  of  Southern  blood  is  to  be  shed,  and 
so  long  as  they  are  themselves  removed  from  the  scene  of  danger. 
[Oheers.l  They  will  get  Irishmen  and  Germans  to  fill  up  the  regiments 
and  go  forth  to  defend  the  country  under  the  idea  that  they  will  them- 
selves remain  at  home  to  divide  the  amount  of  plunder  that  is  to  be 
distributed.    [Cheers.] 

If  this  party  gets  possession  of  the  city  government  God  help  you! 
[Cheers  and  laughter.]  They  have  driven  the  Union  to  destruction, 
and  they  are  now  battling  steadily  against  the  old  Empire  State  itself, 
which  if  it  falls,  I  repeat,  God  help  us !  My  friends  of  New  York,  false 
abolitionism  rules  in  our  midst,  and  I  tell  you  instead  of  the  laws  we 
now  live  under  we  will  have  others  of  ten  thousandfold  severity  if 
they  succeed  in  getting  possession  of  this  democratic  city  of  New 
York  as  they  have  got  possession  of  the  State.  And  if  they  who 
have  already  done  so  much  in  Albany  to  rob  you  of  your  rights — if 
they  who  in  Washington  plunged  the  country  into  civil  war  and  who 
wrung  $500,000,000  from  the  thews  and  sinews  and  the  industry  of  the 
country  so  that  they  might  have  contracts,  and  so  that  they  might 
abolish  slavery  and  shed  the  blood  of  Southern  men — did  this  before 
what  would  they  not  do  when  in  addition  to  that  power  they  get  control 
of  the  city  in  adding  to  the  load  of  wretchedness  and  misery  under 
which  the  country  already  labors?    [Cheers.] 

I  have  discharged  my  duty  hitherto  for  the  public  benefit  without 
reference  to  birth  or  nationality,  without  reference  to  religion, — ^which 
is  a  matter  between  a  man  and  his  God, — and  I  will  only  say  in  con- 
clusion that  I  have  no  doubt  of  a  glorious  triumph  on  Tuesday  next. 
[Cheers  and  cries  of  "That's  so."]  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  people  of 
New  York  are  conservative  and  national,  and  that  they  are  demo- 
cratic; and  believing  that  they  are  conservative  and  national  and 
democratic  I  cannot  believe  that  they  are  ready  to  yield  up  their 
rights;  that  they  are  willing  to  yield  up  this  proud  commercial  empo- 
rium of  the  American  continent  into  the  hands  of  the  worst  enemies 
of  the  country — such  enemies  as  we  are  afflicted  with.  [Cheers, 
"Never."]  Believing  this  I  am  convinced  that  New  York  will  sustain 
my  action  without  reference  to  public  merits  or  demerits,  and  feeling 
confident  as  1  have  ever  felt  confident  that  the  lion-hearted  Demo- 
cracy of  New  York  will  stand  by  me  and  the  principles  I  represent 
I  think  that  on  Wednesday  morning  you  may  say  that  all  is  safe; 
that  New  York  is  secure,  and  that  confidence  and  order  is  once  more 
restored.  I  have  great  hope  that  your  representative  in  the  city  hall 
may  be  an  instrument  in  God's  hands  to  bring  about  national  unity  and 
national  peace.    [Cheers,  amid  [which]  Mayor  Wood  resumed  his  seat.] 
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New  Yokk,  November  30, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewaed  : 

My  language  in  the  speech  of  Wednesday  night  here  was  reported 
incorrectly.    I  did  not  utter  the  treasonable  sentiments  reported. 

FEliNANDO  WOOD. 


Oriental  House,  New  York,  November  30, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
Dear  Sir  :  Inclosed  herewith  I  send  you  two  newspaper  articles.* 
Of  the  truth  of  the  averments  therein  contained  there  is  not  a  shadow 
of  a  doubt.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  State  Department  at  Washington 
to  shut  the  mouth  of  this  caitiff  Wood  by  sending  him  to  some  fort  in 
the  harbor  of  New  York,  or  to  the  State  prison  at  Sing  Sing,  if  they 
will  have  him  in  there?  This  city  has  been  accursed  with  him  long 
enough,  and  now  that  he  has  grown  bold  with  his  treason  is  the  proper 
time  to  rid  the  community  of  so  vile  a  pest. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  UNDEKHILL. 


New  York,  December  2,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  two  extracts  from  our  daily  papers, 
the  subject  of  which  I  think  will  commend  itself  to  your  special  atten- 
tion at  a  time  when  the  Government  needs  and  is  fairly  entitled  to  the 
aid  and  sympathy  of  its  friends,  and  when  those  who  are  placed  in 
positions  of  trust  and  honor  pervert  their  influence  and  talents  and 
openly  enlist  both  in  the  service  of  its  enemies.  I  am  but  an  humble 
citizen,  but  feel  it  to  be  within  the  scope  of  my  duty  as  I  hold  it  to  be 
of  every  true  friend  of  his  country  to  spot  a  traitor  wherever  found, 
and  whoever  may  omit  to  do  so  I  will  not  knowingly  be  one  of  them. 
This,  respected  sir,  must  be  my  apology  for  addressing  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  HASKINS. 

[Inclosure  Ifo.  1.— Editorial  extract  from  Hew  Tork  Evening  Post  Kovember  29,  1861.] 
FERNANDO   WOOD'S  TREASON. 

We  have  not  cared  about  saying  much  on  the  character  of  Fernando 
Wood  who  is  now  a  candidate  for  mayor  again  under  greatly  dimin- 
ished chances  of  success.  We  knew  that  if  he  were  given  the  oppor- 
tunity he  would  damage  himself  more  than  he  could  be  damaged  by 
any  opponent.  One  year  ago  he  was  writing  base  letters  to  Toombs, 
of  Georgia,  declaring  his  sorrow  because  our  police  stopped  the  trans- 
mission of  arms  that  were  about  to  be  used  against  our  own  lives,  and 
he  was  contriving  plans  for  disconnecting  the  city  of  New  York  from 
the  Union.  He  had  small  maps  made  for  distribution  among  his  fol- 
lowers which  represented  this  island  as  a  part  of  a  new  Southern  Con- 
federacy.   He  was  then  an  out-and-out  traitor. 

But  the  great  outbreak  of  Northern  enthusiasm  which  followed  the 
assault  upon  Port  Sumter  frightened  him  for  a  time.    Like  the  sly  fox 

*  Not  fouud. 
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that  he  is  he  wiped  his  eyes  in  apparent  penitence  and  pronounced  for 
the  Union.  He  had  the  audacity  even  to  attend  the  great  meeting  at 
Union  Square  and  make  a  patriotic  speech.  Somebody  in  the  crowd 
cried  out,  instinctively  distrustful  of  his  honesty,  "  We  mean  to  hold 
you  to  this,  Fernandy;"  but  that  was  a  very  inexperienced  politician 
if  he  supposed  that  Fernandy  was  to  be  held  to  anything  but  his  own 
interest.  With  the  abatement  of  the  first  popular  enthusiasm  Wood's 
zeal  has  abated.  His  love  for  the  Union  has  declined  with  the  days. 
At  last  he  is  bold  enough  to  avow  his  opposition  to  the  war  and  to  make 
appeals  to  the  people  against  it.  In  a  speech  read  to  the  Germans  on 
Wednesday  the  hoof  of  the  devil  was  shown  in  this  wise: 

I  have  referred  to  a  party  whicli  I  denominate  an  abolition  party — a  party  that 
has  brought  this  country  to  a  verge  of  ruin  and  destraction  and  precipitated 
upon  it  a  civil  war — a  war  which  if  we  survive  it  is  more  than  any  nation  has  been 
able  to  do  under  similar  circumstances.  A  party  that  is  in  favor  of  freeing  the  slave 
that  it  may  rid  the  South  of  slavery  and  bring  black  labor  in  competition  with  the 
white  labor  of  the  North.  A  party  who  gives  all  its  sympathy  to  the  black  and  has 
none  at  all  to  spare  for  the  poor  white  man  of  the  North.  A  party  who  will  oppress 
you  by  the  interposition  of  unjust  taxation  and  exaction;  will  grind  you  down  to 
the  earth ;  who  will  compel  you  to  work  for  50  cents  a  day,  and  even  withhold  that 
from  you  if  it  can  by  fraud.  [Cheers.]  And  yet  these  men  have  hearts,  but  not  for 
you  but  for  the  negroes  of  the  South.  [That's  so.]  I  tell  you  that  so  long  as  this 
party  rules  the  country  there  is  no  peace  for  the  country.  These  men  are  not  only 
in  favor  of  prosecuting  the  war  but  they  are  in  favor  of  perpetuating  it  and  pro- 
longing the  war.  They  are  in  favor  of  the  war  so  long  as  a  dollar  of  the  public 
money  is  to  be  expended  and  in  the  expenditure  of  which  they  can  participate. 
They  are  in  favor  of  the  war  so  long  as  slavery  exists  on  the  continent,  and  they  will 
prosecute  it  so  long  as  a  drop  of  Southern  blood  is  to  be  shed,  and  so  long  as  they 
are  themselves  removed  from  the  scene  of  danger.  [Cheers.]  They  will  get  Irish- 
men and  Germans  to  fill  up  the  regiments  and  go  forth  to  defend  the  country  under 
the  idea  that  they  will  themselves  remain  at  home  to  divide  the  amount  of  plunder 
that  is  to  be  distributed.  [Cheers.]  If  this  party  get  possession  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment God  help  you !  [Cheers  and  laughter.]  They  have  driven  the  Union  to 
destruction,  and  they  are  now  battling  steadily  against  the  old  Empire  State  itself, 
which  if  it  falls,  I  repeat,  God  help  us!  If  they  who  in  Washington  plunged  the 
country  into  civil  war  and  who  wrung  $500,000,000  from  the  thews  and  sinews  and 
the  industry  of  the  country  so  that  they  might  have  contracts,  and  so  that  they 
might  abolish  slavery  and  shed  the  blood  of  Southern  men — did  this  before  what 
would  they  not  do  when  in  addition  to  that  power  they  get  control  of  the  city  in 
adding  to  the  load  of  wretchedness  and  misery  under  which  the  country  already 
laborsf    [Cheers.]  , 

Nothing  so  atrocious  as  this  has  been  uttered  since  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  aud  the  miscreant  who  uttered  it  asks  the  sufirages  of  the  free 
citizens  of  New  York. 

[Inclosure  No.  2 Editorial  extract  from  the  Brooklyn  Times  November  30, 18S1.] 

ANOTHEK  CANDIDATE  FOE  FOET  LAFAYETTE. 

There  is  something  very  imposing  in  impudence.  Cheek  is  a  quality 
which  the  world  recognizes  and  defers  to.  Boldness  is  admirable;  but 
impudence,  cheek  and  boldness,  when  applied  to  the  defense  and  dis- 
semination of  treason,  which  are  used  to  stir  up  civil  strife,  to  set  class 
against  class,  and  prepare  the  way  for  anarchy,  lose  the  respect  the 
world  otherwise  accords  them,  and  while  we  are  startled  by  their  dis- 
play in  such  a  cause  we  seek  to  punish  the  possessor  of  them.  On 
Wednesday  evening  last  Fernando  Wood  addressed  a  large  meeting  of 
Germans  in  a  lager  beer  garden  in  New  York  in  which  he  displayed 
more  impudence;  cheek  and  wicked  boldness  than  we  thought  even  he, 
reckless  and  reliant  upon  the  recklessness  and  wickedness  of  the  ele- 
inents  which  sustain  him  as  we  knew  him  to  be,  would  dare  to  display. 
After  sending  up  a  wail  over  the  fact  that  the  power  which  during 
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his  first  term  of  office  he  had  so  abused  and  perverted  for  his  own  sel- 
fish political  purposes  had  been  taken  from  him,  and  assuring  his 
audience  that  before  next  April  that  power  would  be  restored,  he  avows 
his  determination  should  he  be  re-elected  to  "  allow  the  fullest  liberty 
to  all,"  and  remove  all  barriers  to  licentiousness  and  permit  everybody 
to  do  just  as  he  pleases,  irrespective  of  every  conventionality,  of  every 
divine  command,  of  every  sacred  prejudice;  and  promises  further  that 
no  man  shall  be  taxed  for  selling  bad  rum  "no  matter  what  mis- 
chievous results"  the  sale  of  such  poisons  may  bring  about.  He  then 
goes  on  to  abuse  in  the  choicest  Billingsgate  the  present  administra- 
tion,— under  the  name  of  the  Abolition  party, — accuses  it  of  having  pre- 
cipitated a  civil  war  upon  the  country  for  the  sole  purpose  of  freeing  the 
blacks  of  the  South  and  bringing  their  labor  into  competition  with  the 
whites  of  the  North,  and  whose  purpose — he  goes  on  to  relate — 

is  to  oppress  you  by  the  imposition  of  unjust  taxation — who  will  grind  you  down 
to  the  earth — who  will  compel  you  to  work  for  50  cents  per  day,  and  even  withhold 
that  from  you  if  they  can  by  fraud. 

He  accuses  the  admiuistration  of  prolonging  the  war  for  the  sake  of 
plunder  only,  and  then  belches  forth  the  following  treason: 

They  will  get  Irishmen  and  Germans  to.  fill  up  the  regiments  and  go  forth  to 
defend  the  country  under  the  idea  that  they  will  themselves  remain  at  home  to 
divide  the  amount  of  plunder  that  is  to  be  distributed.  If  this  party  get  possession 
oif  the  city  government  God  help  you !  They  have  driven  the  Union  to  destruction, 
and  they  are  now  battling  steadily  against  the  old  Empire  State  itself,  which  if  it 
falls,  I  repeat,  God  help  us !  My  friends  of  New  York,  false  abolitionism  rules  in  our 
midst,  and  I  tell  you  instead  of  the  laws  we  now  live  under  we  will  have  others  of 
ten  thousandfold  severity  if  they  succeed  in  getting  possession  of  this  Democratic 
city  of  New  York  as  they  have  got  possession  of  the  State.  And  if  they  who  have 
already  done  so  much  in  Albany  to  rob  you  of  your  rights, — if  they  who  in  Washing- 
ton plunged  the  country  into  civil  war  and  who  wrung  $500,000,000  from  the  thews 
and  sinews  and  the  industry  of  the  country  so  that  they  might  have  contracts,  and 
so  that  they  might  abolish  slavery  and  shed  the  blood  of  Southern  men, — did  this 
before  what  will  they  not  do  when  in  addition  to  that  power  they  get  control  of 
the  city  in  adding  to  the  load  of  wretchedness  and  misery  under  which  the  country 
already  labors? 

What  will  the  noble  and  true  hearted  Irishmen  and  the  honest, 
patriotic  Germans  who  have  staked  their  lives  upon  the  issue  of  this 
contest  think  of  this?  They,  poor  fellows,  are  imbued  with  the  idea 
that  they  are  battling  for  a  great  principle;  that  they  are  pouring  out 
their  blood  to  sustain  a  sacred  cause,  and  daily  court  death  in  the 
belief  that  the  Government  which  they  have  lived  under  and  under 
which  they  have  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  freedom 
demands  such  sacrifice  in  order  that  others — their  chifdren  and  down- 
trodden and  oppressed  countrymen— may  hereafter  enjoy  the  blessings 
they  have  enjoyed.  But  this  bold  traitor  Wood,  this  reckless  dema- 
gogue, this  anarchist,  who  would  see  barricades  erected  in  the  streets 
of  the  metropolis,  and  have  class  arrayed  against  class,  and  have  blood 
flowing  in  the  kennels,  tells  them  that  it  is  all  a  mistake;  that  they  are 
only  fighting  to  keep  an  administration  in  power  which  inaugurated 
the  war,  and  prolongs  it  only  that  it  may  grow  fat  on  plunder  and 
rob  the  Treasury  filled  by  exactions  "wrung  from  the  thews  and  sinews 
of  the  industry  of  the  country," 

If  this  is  not  treason  we  do  not  know  how  to  define  it.  If  this  is  not 
giving  encouragement  to  the  rebels  in  arms  against  the  Government  by 
sustaining  them  in  their  idea  that  there  is  a  great  anti-war  and  anti- 
Union  peace  party  in  the  North  language  has  no  force  and  words 
mean  nothing.    Such  expressions  at  such  a  time  are  a  proof  of  how 
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strong  Fernando  Wood's  reliance  must  be  upon  his  own  power  and  the 
strength  of  the  elements  with  which  he  works,  and  how  much  he  needs 
to  be  taught  that  no  position,  no  power,  no  political  intriguing  and  wire- 
pulling can  shield  him  or  any  other  man  from  the  just  consequences 
of  treasonable  utterances  and  acts.  There  are  a  hundred  men  to-day 
held  as  State  prisoners  in  the  various  forts  in  our  harbors  not  half  so 
guilty  as  Wood,  and  who  should  be  set  free  at  once  if  this  lying  dema- 
gogue cannot  be  checked.  He  is  as  much  a  traitor  to-day  as  Mason 
or  Slidell,  and  should  share  their  fate.  And  yet  such  a  man  dares  to 
ask  the  patriotic  city  of  New  York  to  place  him  at  the  head  of  its 
municipal  government,  and  promises  if  they  do  so  to  bring  about 
national  peace.  God  defend  us  from  the  peace  such  a  man  would  bring 
about — a  peace  purchased  at  the  price  of  national  honor,  of  the  sacri- 
fice of  every  principle  we  hold  dear,  and  the  utter  demolition  of  every- 
thing the  good,  the  honest,  the  loyal  and  the  true  cherish  as  sacred ! 


Case  of  Parker  H.  French. 

This  person,  known  as  Parker  H.  French,  alias  Carlisle  Murray,  alias 
Charles  Maxy,  was  denounced  to  the. Department  of  State  as  being 
engaged  in  efforts  to  fit  out  a  privateer  or  private  vessel  at  Boston 
under  pretense  of  arming  a  vessel  for  the  public  service,  and  as  being 
busy  in  propagating  a  secret  disloyal  society  called  the  Knights  of  the 
Golden  Circle  in  Boston  and  other  parts  of  New  England.  On  or  about 
the  2d  of  November,  3  861,  an  order  was  issued  for  his  arrest,  which  was 
executed  on  or  about  the  6th  of  November,  1861,  at  Branford,  Conn.,  and 
the  prisoner  taken  to  Fort  Warren.  The  papers  discovered  in  possession 
of  French  show  that  he  had  been  negotiating  with  Mr.  Lawrence,  of 
Boston,  to  sell  to  the  Government  for  him  two  steamers  for  the  naval 
service;  also  that  he  had  been  ostensibly  making  some  exertion  to  buy 
and  arm  for  the  service  of  the  Government  or  to  induce  the  Govern- 
ment to  arm  a  propeller  at  Boston ;  also  that  he  had  in  his  possession 
and  had  made  some  use  of  a  set  of  forms  for  a  secret  society  called 
Knights  of  the  Golden  Square,  instead  of  Circle,  and  that  said  secret 
society  purported  to  be  of  loyal  instead  of  disloyal  character.  French 
himself  states  in  letters  to  the  Department  of  State  that  his  reputation 
was  so  bad  that  unfavorable  constructions  were  put  upon  all  his  acts. 
The  suspicions  excited  against  him  at  Boston  were  not  allayed  by  the 
appearances  which  it  was  assumed  he  had  contrived  to  throw  around 
his  movements  and  intentionsfortheexpresspurposeof  eluding  justice. 
The  said  French  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  February  15, 
1862,  when  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the 
preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. — 
From  Record  Book,  State  Department,  ^^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 


New  York,  November  30, 1861. 
F.  W.  Sewakd,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

SiE :  I  am  appealed  to  in  most  pathetic  terms  by  Parker  H,  French 
to  give  his  case  a  careful  examination  and  have  promised  him  I  would 
do  so.  He  while  admitting  that  there  are  clouds  upon  his  good  name 
protests  most  earnestly  that  treason  cannot  be  imputed  to  him.    If  he 
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is  loyal  lie  should  have  the  benefit  of  that  virtue  even  though  it  should 
prove  to  be  "linked  Tvith  one  virtue  and  a  thousand  crimes."  He 
informs  me  that  his  case  is  fully  before  the  State  Department  in  the 
papers  he  has  furnished.  From  some  things  I  have  heard  it  would 
seem  possible  that  he  might  with  propriety  be  handed  over  to  some 
local  jurisdiction,  say  of  Boston.  His  case  may  be  already  all  clear  to 
you.  If,  however,  I  can  do  anything  in  the  premises  please  forward 
the  papers  and  I  will  look  into  it.  I  shall  be  embarrassed  by  my  prom- 
ise to  him  to  do  so  and  desire  to  keep  my  good  faith  by  looking  over 
his  case. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

SETH  C.  HAWLET. 


Depabtment  of  State,  Washington,  December  2, 1861. 
Seth  C.  Hawley,  Esq.,  New  York. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th 
ultimo.  In  reply  I  inclose  herewith  all  the  papers  on  file  in  this  Depart- 
ment relative  to  Parker  H.  French,  with  the  remark  that  Mr.  L.  C. 
Baker,  the  detective  who  arrested  him,  is  firmly  of  the  opinion  that 
French  is  an  agent  of  the  insurgents. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


413  Broome  Street,  New  York,  December  18, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  gone  carefully  over  the  papers  transmitted  in  the  case  of 
Parker  H.  French.  There  is  no  certain  evidence  of  disloyalty  upon 
which  he  could  be  held  as  a  traitor  guilty  of  any  overt  act.  His  papers 
contain  certain  memoranda  which  have  probable  reference  to  a  priva- 
teering expedition;  also  traces  of  a  design  to  speculate  out  of  a  sale  of 
certain  propellers  to  the  United  States  Government,  which  I  suppose 
is  not  a  crime  or  better  men  than  he  are  not  innocent;  also  abun- 
dant evidence  that  he  is  a  rascal  prepared  to  depredate  on  all  govern- 
ments and  everybody,  and  that  he  is  a  spiritualist,  an  opium  eater  and 
lunatic,  or  that  he  simulates  all  these  characters.  I  cannot  doubt  that 
French  is  guilty  of  oft'enses  for  which  he  might  be  held  and  punished 
in  Boston,  and  have  had  some  correspondence  with  Mr.  A.A.Lawrence, 
one  of  his  victims,  hoping  to  find  proofs  to  justify  handing  him  over  to 
the  civil  authorities,  but  as  yet  the  parties  who  have  been  imposed  upon 
are  not  quite  prepared  to  take  a  public  part  in  the  matter. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  return  the  papers  but  am  not  willing  to 
say  that  he  should  be  set  at  liberty.  I  think  any  confinement  is  better 
than  liberty  for  him  and  the  public.  I  inclose'  also  two  letters*  from 
Mr.  A.  A.  Lawrence  to  me.  If  hereafter  I  should  find  a  more  favorable 
state  of  things  in  Boston  I  will  venture  to  communicate  with  you  again 
on  the  subject. 

Tours,  respectfully, 

S.  0.  HAWLEY. 

P.  S. — I  send  the  package  of  papers  by  express. 


"Not  found. 
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[Eevt  Toek,]  December  20, 1861. 
F.  W.  Sewabd,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  morning  received  several  affidavits*  in  behalf  of 
Parker  H.  French.    They  are  not  of  a  character  to  affect  the  conclu- 
sions in  relation  to  his  case  and  are  therefore  not  at  present  important, 
but  it  is  proper  that  they  should  be  on  file  in  your  Department. 
"Sours,  respectfully, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 


New  Yobk,  February  13, 1862. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Tours  containing  the  letter  of  H.  Lynde  Harrison  in  relation 
to  Parker  H.  French  is  received.  1  have  given  much  attention  to  the 
case  of  Parker  H.  French.  I  do  not  find  in  the  evidence  I  have  seen 
any  facts  or  circumstances  which  cannot  be  reconciled  with  his  loyalty 
to  the  Government.  Everything  connected  with  his  career  is  mysteri- 
ous and  feigned,  but  I  think  it  is  the  result  of  his  temperament  and 
habits  as  a  general  filibuster.  It  appears  that  he  concerned  himself 
about  selling  propellers  to  the  Government,  but  in  that  transaction 
A.  A.  Lawrence  was  a  party,  and  there  is  no  satisfactory  evidence  that 
in  that  business  French  intended  anything  more  than  a  speculation  of 
such  character  as  has  been  common  during  this  war. 

I  think  he  should  be  set  at  liberty,  and  I  do  not  think  the  conditions 
upon  which  he  should  be  discharged  are  important.  If  he  is  a  Union 
man  as  his  papers  would  seem  to  imply  conditions  are  not  needed,  but 
if  he  is  a  well  disguised  traitor  conditions  will  be  useless,  as  he  has  no 
moral  qualities  to  command  any  degree  of  confidence  in  his  promises. 

I  return  the  paper  inclosed  to  me  with  a  recommendation  that  Mr. 
Parker  H.  French  be  set  at  liberty  on  such  conditions  as  shall  be 
deemed  proper, 

Eespectfdlly,  yours, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 

I  return  herevrith  the  paper  inclosed  to  me, 

S,  0.  H. 


War  Department,  Washiiigton,  February  21, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor. 

Colonel  :  You  may  release  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  instant,  the 
following  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Warren  upon  their  engaging  upon 
honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hos- 
tility to  the  Government  of  the  United  States:  •  *  *  Parker  H. 
French.  *  *  * 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War :  > 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 

*  Omitted  as  unimportant. 
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Fort  Wareen,  Boston  Harbor,  March  17, 1862. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Sib  :  *    *    *    I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  following  named 
persons  have  taken  their  parole  and  left  agreeably  to  your  order  of  the 
21st  ultimo:  *    *    *    Parker  H.  French.    *     »     * 

I  am,  sir,  with  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Cue  of  James  Brown. 

James  Brown,  of  Saint  Martin's  Parish,  La.,  was  arrested  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  about  the  13th  of  November,  1861,  by  the  TJ.  S.  marshal  of 
Massachusetts,  charged  with  being  about  to  return  to  the  South  with 
letters  and  contraband  information.  Upon  his  person  was  found  a 
number  of  specimens  of  leather  tanned  by  a  new  process  (in  the  space 
of  twenty-four  hours),  the  receipt  for  doing  which  it  was  believed  he 
had  obtained  with  the  intention  of  taking  South  to  be  used  for  the 
benefit  of  the  insurrectionists.  Also  neatly  sewed  in  the  lining  of  his 
coat  sleeve  was  discovered  a  letter  from  W.  L.  Tancey  to  his  son  B.  C. 
Tancey,  captain  of  artillery,  0.  S.  Army,  Fort  Morgan,  Mobile,  Ala. 
This  letter  was  dated  London,  August  23,  1861,  and  inclosed  to  the 
address  of  Messrs.  Hobart  &  Forster,  of  New  Orleans,  and  of  a  highly 
treasonable  character.  November  15, 1861,  an  order  was  issued  by  the 
Department  of  State  directing  the  U.  S.  marshal  to  convey  Brown  to 
Fort  Warren,  which  order  was  duly  executed  on  the  20th  of  that  month. 
The  said  James  Brown  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  February 
15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of 
the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Depart- 
meat.— From  Record  Boole,  State  Department,  '^'■Arrests  for  Disloyalty.^ 


TJ.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Boston,  November  13, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  *  *  *  that  I  arrested  here  to-day 
one  James  Brown,  of  Saint  Martin's  Parish,  La.,  who  came  from  there 
via  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Henderson,  Ky.,  Saint  Louis,  Chicago,  «S;c., 
leaving  October  10  and  arriving  here  October  27,  with  a  pass  from  Gov- 
ernor Moore  and  an  officer  at  Henderson,  &c.  He  has  been  engaged 
in  getting  out  railroad  sleepers  in  Louisiana,  and  has  a  steam  saw-mill 
and  a  gang  of  hands  engaged  in  the  work  for  the  New  Orleans,  Ope- 
lousas  and  Great  Western  Eailroad,  now  finished  eighty  miles  from 
New  Orleans  to  Brashear  City.  Since  his  return  to  Bridgewater  Mass. 
where  he  formerly  lived  and  has  h  wife  and  child,  he  has  been  making 
careful  inquiries  into  the  process  of  tanning  leather  in  twenty-four 
hours,  and  had  on  his  person  a  number  of  specimens  of  leather  proba- 
bly prepared  by  this  process.  He  brought  as  he  says  a  few  open  letters 
to  parties  North,  and  had  quite  a  number  that  he  was  to  take  back  with 
him  which  he  gave  up  and  proved  to  be  merely  private  family  corre- 
spondence. 
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Upon  searching  him  there  was  found  in  his  coat-sleeve  lining,  sewed 
carefully  in,  the  inclosed  letter  from  W.  L.  Tancey  to  his  son  at  Fort 
Morgan,  Ala.  It  was  directed  as  per  outer  envelope,  and  Brown  was 
requested  by  Hobart  &  Forster  to  call  for  their  letters  at  John  Monroe 
&  Co.'s,  New  York,  and  bring  them  safely  through.  Not  going  to  New 
York,  he  sent  by  a  friend  who  obtained  this  and  another  (a  private  let- 
ter) to  Mr.  Forster  and  brought  them  here  to  Brown,  who  declared  his 
entire  ignorance  of  their  contents  as  they  were  sealed.  He  had  no 
other  articles  except  his  and  his  wife's  personal  baggage  which  was 
carefully  searched.  I  have  him  still  in  custody,  and  should  be  glad  of 
directions  in  regard  to  him.  I  think  he  was  going  back  to  look  after 
his  interests  South,  taking  his  wife  with  him,  and  that  he  took  these 
letters  as  a  friendly  act  to  the  New  Orleans  firm. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  KBYES, 

TJ.  8.  Marshal. 

[InolOBure.] 

15  Hax,f  Moon  Street,  London,  August  23, 1861. 
[B.  C.  Yancey,  Esq., 

Captain  of  Artillery,  G.  8.  Army,  Fort  Morgan,  Mobile,  Ala.] 

Deab  Ben  :  After  so  long  a  delay  after  having  had  two  good  per- 
sonal opportunities  of  sending  to  me  direct  and  yet  not  hearing  from 
you  I  was  surprised  on  receiving  from  you  your  letter  of  23d  July  this 
morning.  I  believe  it  contained  not  a  word  of  news,  not  even  a  refer- 
ence to  your  health.  All  its  allusions  to  war  matters  I  had  learned  long 
since.  We  get  three  mails  a  week  from  the  United  States  and  Canada 
and  see  all  the  New  York  and  Baltimore  papers  ten  and  eleven  days 
after  publication.  We  also  see  the  New  Orleans  papers  pretty  regularly. 
What  I  desired  to  know  was  that  within  your  own  immediate  circle 
of  movements;  thecondition  of  th e forts  in  MobUe  Harbor;  who  is  com- 
mander; who  are  your  brother  oflBcers;  what  is  your  daily  routine  of 
duties ;  what  your  command ;  are  they  regular  troops,  mUitia,  or  volun- 
teers; what  your  progress  in  learning  the  details  of  your  profession, 
&c.  None  of  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  newspapers.  I  hear  from  home 
irregularly  yet  still  often.  I  received  at  one  time,  that  is  regularly, 
letters  of  dates  of  20th,  23d  and  27th  June;  then  a  long  lapse  and  then 
one  of  22d  July  and  none  since.  On  that  day  your  mother  wrote  that 
she  rarely  heard  from  you — perhaps  not  since  your  return.  In  my  eye 
all  this  is  wrong — ^yea,  it  is  cruel.  The  ladies  are  at  home  and  every 
man  of  the  family  at  a  distance  and  the  times  gloomy  and  troublesome. 
You  could  write  weekly.    How  you  look  upon  it  is  another  thing. 

My  health  is  good.  I  have  fattened  here  very  much.  I  can  only 
allude  in  general  terms  to  public  affairs.  Europe  desires  to  be  strictly 
neutral  yet  now  believes  that  the  South  will  win  its  cause.  Capitalists 
as  at  present  advised  will  lend  no  money  to  either  side.  The  North  has 
been  buying  arms  very  largely,  good  and  bad.  It  is  difiicult  for  us  to 
ship  any.  Our  ofQcers  here  are  doing  their  duty  with  energy  and 
sagacity.  The  blockade  will  be  raised  'before  December  if  not  made 
perfect.  France  and  England  are  conferring  and  acting  together. 
There  is  no  difference.  Spain,  Denmark,  Belgium  and  Prussia  are  all 
ready  to  recognize  us  to-day,  but  will  only  act  when  the  great  powers  act. 

There  is  enough  cotton  here  to  answer  till  the  21st  November,  if  they 
consume  as  much  a  week  as  they  did  last  year.  They  may  make  it  last 
by  short  time  and  increased  import  of  East  India  cotton  and  increased 
use  of  it  tin  February.    The  summer  here  has  been  delightful.    I  have 
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worn  broadcloth  all  the  time  and  sleep  under  two  blankets  every  night. 
The  harvest  is  gathered  and  was  fine — a  loss  to  the  North  of  $30,000,000. 
Fruits  are  very  dear.  Too  little  sun  to  ripen  or  give  a  good  flavor.  I 
see  Southerners  constantly.  No  trouble  in  coming  and  going  over  the 
lines.  No  search  coming,  but  search  for  those  going  home. 
Your  father, 

W.  L.  YANCEY. 

P.  S. — ^Foreign  postage  is  high  and  is  by  weight,  hence  I  write  closely 
on  silk  paper.  If  not  prepaid  it  is  double.  I  paid  for  your  letter  50 
cents.  You  can  write  and  send  to  George  Forster,  New  Orleans,  with 
request  to  forward  through  John  Monroe  &  Co.,  of  New  York.  Address 
as  before  under  cover  to  Arthur  Dare,  15  HalfMoon  street,  London, 
I  send  a  postage  stamp  to  put  on  that  envelope — of  one  silk  sheet  and 
two  silk  envelopes. 

W.  L.  Y. 


War  Department,  Washington,  February  21, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor, 

Colonel  :  You  may  release  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  instant, 
the  following  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Warren  upon  their  engaging 
upon  honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in 
hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States:  *  *  *  James 
Brown.  «  ♦  * 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  March  17, 1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  15th  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the 
following-named  prisoners  have  taken  their  parole  and  left  agreeably  to 
your  order  of  the  21st  ultimo ;    #    *    *    James  Brown.    *    *    * 
I  am,  sir,  with  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Case  of  Rev.  J.  P.  B.  Wilmer. 

Headquarters,  Baltimore,  November  18, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sm  :  Some  weeks  ago  the  Eev.  Dr.  Wilmer,  of  Philadelphia,  resigned 
his  pastoral  charge  with  the  assurance  from  General  Scott  whom  he 
consulted  that  he  should  have  a  passport  to  Virginia  where  he  has 
property.  He  is  now  here  with  his  wife  and  three  young  children. 
May  not  his  case  be  properly  made  an  exception  to  the  late  rule  sus- 
pending the  issue  of  passports?  Was  not  the  engagement  of  General 
Scott  a  pledge  which  the  Government  may  be  called  on  to  redeem,  as 
Mr.  Wilmer  on  the  faith  he  reposed  in  it  has  given  up  his  place  and  is 
here  without  the  means  of  subsistence,  his  resources  in  Virginia  being 
cutoff?    I  hope  you  will  take  this  view  of  the  subject.    I  have  known 
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Mr.  Wilmer  many  years.  He  is  a  pure-hearted  man  and  has  done 
no  act  of  hostility  to  the  Government.  He  was  fifteen  years  in  North- 
ampton County  as  a  clergyman,  and  came  to  me  yesterday  to  offer  his 
services  to  go  there  and  entreat  his  old  ft-iends  to  submit  to  the  Gov- 
ernment without  a  contest  and  I  may  yet  accept  them,  in  which  case 
he  may  go  that  way  to  Fort  Monroe  where  he  can  meet  his  wife  and 
children.  I  hope  the  peculiarity  of  this  case  may  be  considered  as  one 
of  those  exceptions  which  confirm  the  rule  instead  of  impairing  its 
force 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 

Major- Oetieral. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  November  21, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General,  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  18th  instant  inclosing  one  from  the  Kev.  J.  P.  B.  Wilmer,  late 
of  Philadelphia,  who  desires  a  passport  to  enable  him  to  reach  Yirginia. 
The  rule  adopted  by  the  Government  after  deliberate  consideration 
since  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  has  been  to  allow  no  passes  across 
the  military  lines  of  the  United  States  without  the  previous  sanction 
and  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  this  course  has  hitherto 
been  rigidly  adhered  to.  It  is  therefore  believed  that  the  Eev.  Mr.  Wil- 
mer must  have  labored  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  promise  said 
to  have  been  made  to  him  by  Lieutenant-General  Scott  assuring  him  of 
a  passport  for  his  family  into  Virginia.  I  do  not  see  that  an  exception 
can  well  be  made  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Wilmer,  since  a  relaxation  of  this 
most  necessary  rule  would  probably  lead  to  consequences  which  would 
render  it  virtually  inoperative, 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  November  22,  18(!1. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  in 
regard  to  Eev.  Mr.  Wilmer.  There  was  as  you  supposed  a  mistake. 
He  says  it  was  mine.  I  inclose  Lieutenant-General  Scott's  letter.* 
Mrs.  Wilmer  values  it  as  an  autograph  and  you  will  oblige  her  by  return- 
iug  it  to  me.  It  seems  General  Scott's  promise  extended  only  to  Mrs. 
Wilmer  and  her  young  children.  The  three  with  her  here  are  all  young. 
If  she  has  a  claim  on  the  strength  of  the  general's  promise  which  the 
Government  recognizes  will  you  please  send  the  passport  to  me. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  25,  1861. 
]Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Headquarters,  Baltimore. 

(jENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  22d  instant  with  the  one  from  Lieutenant-General  Scott  to  Mrs. 

'  Not  found. 
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Wilmer.    The  rule  adopted  by  the  Government  hitherto  with  regard  to 
the  granting  of  passports  to  the  insurgent  States  I  regret  to  say  does 
not  permit  an  exception  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Wilmer  and  her  children. 
The  letter  of  General  Scott  is  herewith  returned. 
I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Headquakteks  Department  of  Virginia,  «&c.. 

Fort  Monroe,  January  7,  1862. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  pass  signed  by  you  in  lavor  of  the 
Eev.  Dr.  Wilmer.  Being  a  strong  rebel  in  heart  and  sentiment  which 
he  did  not  conceal  I  became  suspicious  that  the  pass  was  in  some  way 
improperly  obtained.  This  was  confirmed  by  the  quantity  of  articles 
which  he  brought  with  bim  and  which  I  have  detained  until  I  hear 
from  you  on  the  subject.  He  emphatically  denied  that  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  United  States.  The  wording  of  the  pass  was  so  different 
from  any  other  that  I  have  seen  coming  from  you  that  I  concluded  to 
forward  it  for  your  inspection. 

You  have  any  number  of  rebel  spies  in  Washington.  The  rebels 
have  an  agent  there  who  I  presume  professes  to  be  a  strong  Union  man 
and  who  obtains  all  the  information  necessary  for  those  who  command 
in  ths  rebel  army.  They  know  much  better  than  I  do  what  is  doing  at 
Washington.  The  expedition  of  General  Burnside  is  perfectly  known 
at  Norfolk  and  much  better  than  I  do,  and  preparation  is  making  to 
meet  it  at  tbe  island  of  Roanoke. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

MOfjor-  General. 

[IncloBure  No.  1,] 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  30, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool. 

General  :  The  Eev.  Dr.  Wilmer,  of  Philadelphia,  who  will  hand  you 
this,  is  proceeding  to  Virginia  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  children  on 
public  business  of  the  United  States.    I  will  thank  you  to  allow  him  to 
pass  freely  in  either  direction. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

List  of  property  found  in  the  baggage  of  Rev.  Mr.  Wilmer,  who  was 
forwarded  to  Norfolk  by  flag  of  truce  January  2,  1862. 

One  hundred  and  seven  spools  of  silk;  31  rolls  of  tape;  26  new  white 
linen  shirts;  48  pairs  of  boots,  shoes  and  rubbers,  nearly  all  new  650 
envelopes;  6  reams  paper;  31  pairs  socks;  2  gross  steel  pens-  15  pen- 
holders; 11  silk  vest  patterns;  2  silk  dress  patterns;  2  dozen  handker- 
chiefs; 2  pieces  silk;  25  gross  buttons;  50  papers  pins;  100  papers 
needles;  50  spools  thread ;  5  pieces  gray  woolen  cloth;  1  piece  (30  yards) 
white  cotton  cloth;  1  piece  white  flannel;  10  pounds  coffee-  50  pairs 
pants,  part  slightly  worn.  ' 
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Departmen'1'  of  State,  Washington,  January  8, 1862. 
Maj.  Geu.  John  E.  Wool,  Fortress  Monroe,  Ya. 

General  :  I  have  received  and  thank  you  for  your  communication 
of  the  7th  instant  relative  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilmer.  His  loyalty  was 
vouched  for  by  the  Hon.  Eli  Thayer,  late  Member  of  Congress  from 
Massachusetts.  The  loyalty  of  Mr.  Thayer  himself  it  is  believed  can- 
not be  questioned.  As  it  would  appear  from  your  letter,  however,  that 
he  may  have  been  mistaken  I  have  sent  for  him  to  ask  for  explanations 
on  the  subject.  Meanwhile  you  may  retain  the  articles,  a  list  of  which 
you  send,  until  the  result  shall  be  made  known  to  you.  The  unusual 
form  of  the  pass  to  Mr.  Wilmer  was  occasioned  by  the  illness  of  General 
McClellan. 

1  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 


Philadelphia,  February  27, 1862. 
Hon.  Edavin  M.  Stanton. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  trust  you  will  excuse  my  troubling  you  with  this 
letter,  which  I  regret  to  do  knowing  you  to  be  much  pressed  at  this  time 
with  important  matters.  Some  tune  since  my  brother,  Kev.  Dr.  Wilmer, 
obtained  from  Mr.  Seward  a  pass  for  himself  and  family  to  go  into  Vir- 
ginia. On  his  arrival  at  Fort  Monroe  he  was  permitted  to  take  but  a 
very  small  portion  of  his  baggage.  Among  the  packages  detained  was 
a  box  of  sermons  which  he  is  very  anxious  to  have  forwarded  to  him. 
If  not  inconsistent  with  your  duty  would  you  be  kind  enough  to  author- 
ize the  provost-marshal  to  forward  the  same  to  him  with  so  much  of  the 
clothing  as  you  may  think  proper  to  let  him  have.  Should  such  a  course 
not  meet  your  approval  1  should  esteem  it  a  personal  favor  if  you  would 
authorize  him  to  deliver  to  me  such  of  his  effects  as  may  be  detained  at 
Fort  Monroe  that  I  may  take  charge  of  them  until  such  time  as  free 
communication  may  take  place  with  the  State  of  Virginia.  If  you  will 
send  me  such  an  order  on  the  provost-marshal  authorizing  the  delivery 
to  me  such  of  his  effects  detained  at  the  fort  I  shall  feel  that  you  have 
conferred  a  special  obligation  on, 

Very  respectfully,  your  friend, 

JNO.  W.  WILMBE. 


Case  of  the  Messrs.  Day,  Colemans,  De  Bell,  Carper  and  others,  concerned  in 
the  mnrder  of  Union  soldiers. 

William  B.  Day  was  arrested  about  the  27th  day  of  November,  1861, 
by  a  cavalry  company  in  General  McCall's  division  at  Drauesville,  Va., 
and  having  been  brought  to  Washington  was  committed  to  the  Old  Cap- 
itol Prison.  He  was  charged  with  having  been  an  open  and  unrelenting 
secessionist,  and  that  he  with  others  in  August  last  awaited  in  ambush 
the  coming  of  some  Federal  pickets  near  Dranesville  and  nuirderedtwo 
of  them,  wounding  another.  Brigadier-General  Porter  informs  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  in  a  letter  dated  the  17th  of  January,  1862,  that  an  order 
was  made  by  Major-General  McClellan,  commanding,  that  all  the  pris- 
oners in  custody  suspected  of  having  participated  in  the  murder  in 
August  last  of  the  U.  S.  pickets  near  Dranesville,  Va.,  be  held  until  a 
trial  could  be  had  in  their  cases  iiiid  that  the  evidence  in  each  case  found 
be  reported  to  him.*    The  said  William  B.  Day  remained  in  custody  at 

•Extract  from  Porter's  letter  here  omitted.     See  p.  1292  for  letter  entire. 
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the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the 
order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred 
to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

John  T.  Day  was  arrested  about  the  27th  of  November,  1861,  by  a 
cavalry  company  in  General  McCall's  division  at  Dranesville,  Va.,  and 
having  been  brought  to  Washington  was  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol. 
He  was  charged  with  having  been  an  open  and  unrelenting  secessionist, 
and  that  he  with  others  in  August  last  awaited  in  ambush  the  coming 
of  some  Federal  pickets  near  Dranesville  and  murdered  two  of  them, 
wounding  another.  The  said  John  T.  Day  remained  in  custody  at  the 
Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order 
of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department. 

John  Coleman,  Charles  W.  Coleman  and  Philip  W.  Carper  were 
arrested  about  the  27th  of  November,  1861,  by  a  cavalry  company  in 
General  McCall's  division  at  Dranesville,  Va.,  and  having  been  brought 
to  Washington  were  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  They  were 
charged  with  having  been  open  and  unrelenting  secessionists,  and  that 
they  in  August  last  awaited  in  ambush  the  coming  of  some  Federal 
pickets  near  Dranesville,  Va.,  and  murdered  two  of  them,  wounding 
another.  The  persons  mentioned  above  remained  at  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  they  were  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
the  War  Department. 

John  B.  Fan-  was  arrested  about  the  27th  of  November,  1861,  by  a 
cavalry  company  in  General  McCall's  division  at  Dranesville,  Va.,  and 
having  been  brought  to  Washington  was  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol. 
He  was  charged  with  having  been  an  open  and  unrelenting  secessionist ; 
a  member  of  a  secret  committee  who  matie  it  a  business  to  seek  out  the 
Union  men  of  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  and  by  threats  forcing  them  to 
abandon  their  property  and  leave  the  State;  also  a  member  of  the  home 
guard;  in  that  capacity  that  he  with  others  in  August  last  awaited  in 
ambush  the  coming  of  some  Federal  pickets  near  Dranesville  and 
murdered  two  of  them,  wounding  another.  The  said  John  B.  Farr 
remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when 
in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding 
day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

John  T.  De  Bell  was  arrested  about  the  27th  November,  1861,  by  a 
cavalry  company  in  General  McCall's  division  at  Dranesville,  Va.,  and 
having  been  brought  to  Washington  was  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison.  He  was  charged  with  having  been  an  open  and  unrelenting 
secessionist,  and  that  he  with  others  in  August  last  awaited  in  ambush 
the  coming  of  some  Federal  pickets  near  Dranesville,  Va.,  and  murdered 
two  of  them,  wounding  another.  The  said  John  T.  De  Bell  remained  in 
custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity 
with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was 
transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

K.  H.  Gunnell  was  arrested  about  the  27th  day  of  November,  1861,  by 
a  cavalry  company  in  General  McCall's  division  at  Dranesville,  Va.,  anil 
having  been  brought  to  Washington  was  committed  to  th(!  Old  Capitol 
Prison.  He  was  charged  with  having  been  an  open  and  unrelenting 
secessionist,  and  that  he  with  others  in  August  last  awaited  the  coming 
of  some  Federal  pickets  near  Dranesville  and  murdered  two  of  them, 
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wonnding  another,  The  said  B.  H.  Gouuell  remaiued  ia  custody  at  the 
Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  an  order 
of  the  "War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department. 

James  [W  ]  Farr  was  arrested  about  the  27th  day  of  November,  1861, 
by  a  cavalry  company  in  General  McOall's  division  at  Dranesville,  Va,, 
and  having  been  brought  to  Washington  was  committed  to  the  Old 
Capitol  Prison.  He  was  charged  with  having  been  an  open  and  unre- 
lenting secessionist,  and  that  he  with  others  in  August  last  awaited  in 
ambush  the  coming  of  some  Federal  pickets  near  Dranesville,  Va.,  and 
murdered  two  of  them,  wounding  one.  The  said  James  [W.]  Farr 
remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when 
in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding 
day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

These  persons  [George  G.  and  Richard  Coleman]  were  arrested  at 
DrauesviUe,  Va.,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  McCall  December  6, 1861, 
and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  They  were  charged  with 
having  in  conjunction  with  a  party  of  citizens  of  Dranesville  assassinated 
several  U.  S.  soldiers  doing  picket  duty  and  with  mutilating  their 
bodies.  The  said  George  G.  and  Richard  Coleman  remamed  in  the  Old 
Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  they  were  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  the  War  Department. — From  Record  Book,  State  Department, 
^^  Arrests  for  JHaloyalty." 

Camp  Pbirpoint,  Va.,  November  27, 1861. 
Capt.  H.  J.  BiDDLE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  McCaWs  Division. 
SiE :  In  obedience  to  orders  I  started  from  this  camp  yesterday  with 
my  regiment  at  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  for  the  purpose  of  marching 
on  Dranesville.  *  »  *  1  arrested  six  of  the  citizens  of  Dranesville 
who  are  known  to  be  secessionists  of  the  bitterest  stamp.  The  names 
of  the  citizens  taken  are  as  follows:  John  T.  Day,  M.  D.,  Dranesville; 
R.  H.  Gunnell,  Great  Falls,  Va. ;  John  T.  De  Bell,  C .  W .  Coleman,  Dranes- 
ville; W.  B.  Day,  M.  D.,  Dranesville;  J.  B.  Farr.  Upon  my  return 
some  miles  from  Dranesville  a  fire  was  opened  upon  the  head  of  the 
column  from  a  thick  pine  wood.  Assistant  Surgeon  Alexander  was 
seriously  wounded  and  Private  Joel  Houghtaling  was  badly  wounded 
and  I  had  my  horse  killed.  Surgeon  Stanton  received  a  ball  in  his 
overcoat  and  his  horse  was  shot  twice.  The  woods  were  instantly  sur- 
rounded and  the  carbineers  dismounted  and  sent  into  the  woods.  We 
killed  two  and  captured  four,  one  of  whom  is  shot  twice  and  is  not 
expected  to  live.  Private  Houghtaling  is  1  fear  mortally  wounded. 
«    «    * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(iEO.  I).  BAYARD, 
Colonel  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  McCall's  Division, 

Gamp  Peirpoint,  November  27, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General:  Herewith  are  forwarded  to  be  delivered  to  yon  eleven 
prisoners  taken  by  our  cavalry  in  a  dash  at  the  secession  picket  at 
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Dranesville,  viz,  two  cavalrymen,  three  infantry  soldiers;  five  seces- 
sionists of  known  activity  in  fiirnishing  supplies  to  rebel  forces  or  taken 
in  arms,  the  details  of  which  arrests  will  be  furnished  in  the  report  of 
the  ofScer  concerned.  One  of  the  prisoners  is  said  to  be  a  South  Car- 
olina ofScer  and  aide-de-camp. 
By  direction  of  Brigadier-General  McCall: 

H.  J.  BIDDLE, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 

[Inclosed  list  of  prisoners. J 

W.  D.  Farley  (captain  and  aide  to  General  Bonham),  First  South 
Carolina  Volunteers;  F.  de  Caradene,  lieutenant  Seventh  South  Car- 
olina Volunteers;  Private  F.  flildebrand,  Thirtieth  Eegiment  Virginia 
Volunteer  Cavalry;  Private  A.  M.  Whitten,  Thirtieth  Kegiment  Vir- 
ginia Volunteer  Cavalry;  P.  W,  Carper,  Seventh  Eegiment  South 
Carolina  Volunteers. 

Citizens,  &c. — John  T.  Day,  M.  D.,  Dranesville ;  E.  H.  Gunnell,  Great 
Falls,  Ta.;  John  T.  De  Bell,  C.  W.  Coleman,  Dranesville;  William  B. 
Day,  M.  D.,  Dranesville;  J.  B.  Farr. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  citizens  that  attacked  four  of  our  men  on  Lowe's 
Island,  killing  two  of  them,  and  stripped  and  left  them  so  that  the  hogs  ate  them : 
<iDr.  William  B.  Day,  a  Dr.  John  Day,  Thomas  Carper,  John  Coleman,  Gilson  Jen- 
kins, Samuel  Jenkins,  aThomas  Coleman  (who  now  has  one  of  the  pistols  taken  at 
that  time),  James  Farr,  a  Philip  Carper,  .James  Carper  and  Stephen  Farr.  They  are 
all  residents  about  Dranesville.  This  information  was  furnished  by  three  of  Mrs. 
Coleman's  negroes  who  came  into  Camp  Griffin  November  26,  1861. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  paper  furnished  by  J  ohn  Hawkshurst,  member 
of  the  Union  Legislature  of  Virginia  from  Fairfax  County,  now  residing 
at  first  house  this  side  of  Lewinsville  on  road  from  Langley.  Mr. 
Hawkshurst  goes  to  Wheeling  to  attend  the  Legislature  to-morrow. 
The  negroes  referred  to  lie  states  were  sent  into  Washington  from  Gen- 
eral Hancock  on  November  27. 

H.  J.  BIDDLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  McGalVs  Division. 

[Indorsement.] 

Heabquaeters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  l^ovember  SO,  1801. 
EespectfuUy  referred  to  Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter. 
The  general  commanding  desires  the  circumstances  investigated  as 
far  as  the  men  now  in  custody  of  the  provost-marshal  are  connected 
with  the  alleged  murder,  and  if  the  matter  of  allegation  can  be  proved 
he  desires  the  men  brought  to  trial  for  the  murder. 
By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

JAS.  A.  HAEDTE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide- de- Gamp. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  3, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Poetbe. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  was  arrested  a  short  time  ago  at  my  house  in  Dranes- 
ville in  bed  and  for  what  charge  1  do  not  know  unless  it  was  for  feeding 

oThese  four  men  were  among  the  prisoners  sent  in  from  McCall's  division  on  27th 
iastant.    Thomas  Colemajt,  captured.'wonnded,  lies  dead  in  the  boapital. 
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the  Confederate  pickets.  I  keep  a  house  of  public  entertainment  and 
was  compelled  to  feed  them  or  be  arrested.  I  also  fed  some  of  General 
McCall's  men  when  in  Dranesville,  and  came  very  near  being  arrested 
by  the  Confederates  for  that.  None  of  the  exiles  from  Fairfax  can  say 
that  I  had  anything  to  do  with  driving  them  out  of  the  county  or  to 
have  them  arrested.  To  the  contrary  was  always  opposed  to  it.  I 
have  a  brother-in-law  who  had  to  leave  his  sick  wife  and  four  little  chil- 
dren whom  I  have  supported  .up  to  time  of  my  arrest.  I  have  never 
been  in  arms  against  the  United  States  at  anytime.  I  have  a  wife  and 
three  little  children  at  home,  with  no  person  to  do  anything  for  them. 
The  prisoners  taken  with  me  know  that  I  could  not  get  a  pass  to  go 
through  the  Confederate  lines  to  their  army.  Anything  you  can  do  for 
me  will  be  thankfully  received.  I  want  to  be  able  to  go  home  when  the 
army  advances  again. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  COLEMAN. 


HEADQrABTEES  McCALL'S  DIVISION, 
Gamp  Peirpoint,  Va.,  December  6, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

General  :  Herewith  are  transmitted  to  be  held  in  custody  and  dis- 
posed of  as  may  be  directed  by  the  commanding  general  two  prisoners, 
viz:  George  Coleman  and  John  [Richard]  Coleman,  taken  at  the  house 
of  John  Gunnell,  a  squire  and  noted  secessionist.  *  •  *  Herewith 
are  also  sent  two  colored  men,  the  property  of  John  Gunnell,  named 
David  Johnson  and  John  Jackson,  whose  disposition  is  to  remain  with 
the  family  but  who  were  brought  in  as  being  available  as  laborers  in 
the  support  of  the  enemy. 
Very  respecttolly, 

GEO  A.  McCALL, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 


Old  Capitol  Prison,  Washington,  January  1, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward  : 

I  have  now  been  confined  in  prison  for  nearly  two  months  and  for 
what  charge  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn.  It  is  true  I  fed  the  Con- 
federate pickets,  and  what  would  have  been  the  consequence  had  I 
refused?  I  keep  a  public  house.  The  meals  were  called  for  by  the 
pickets  who  paid  for  the  same  with  their  own  money.  You  can  see  I 
was  compelled  to  do  it.  I  never  left  my  home  at  the  advance  of  the 
Union  troops  as  a  good  many  of  my  neighbors  did.  I  remained  at 
home  hoping  that  1  would  be  left  inside  the  Union  lines  and  free  to 
express  my  sentiments.  This  I  failed  in.  I  know  a  good  many  Union 
men  in  the  upper  part  of  Fairfax  and  lower  part  of  Loudoun  Counties 
who  are  waiting  patiently  and  praying  for  an  advance  of  the  Union 
army.  Mr.  Gracey,  of  the  Xew  York  Thirty-fourth,  a\  lio  was  wounded 
on  Lowe's  Island  near  Dranesville,  was  left  at  my  house  for  two  weeks 
and  was  attended  to  by  me,  who  afterward  made  his  escape  from  Fair- 
fax Court-House  and  got  back  to  Washington,  can  tell  you  whether  he 
thinks  me  a  Union  man  or  not.  When  General  McCall  was  in  Dranes- 
ville in  October  he  could  only  iind  four  men  in  the  village  and  I  was 
one  of  that  number;  and  if  I  had  been  such  a  rebel  I  would  not  have 
been  found  in  the  village  at  that  time,  hearing  that  he  was  advancing 
two  hours  before  he  arrived. 
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Whoever  reported  me  it  has  been  guess  work  with  them,  and  nothing 
would  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  meet  them  on  trial.  I  would  also 
refer  yon  to  the  Union  men's  families  who  were  left  by  their  husbands 
to  avoid  being  arrested  whether  they  ever  knew  me  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  having  Union  men  arrested  or  their  property  taken  from 
them.  I  was  abused  by  the  Confederates  for  feeding  some  of  General 
McCall's  men  and  for  selling  him  100  bushels  oats,  threatening  to  arrest 
me  for  doing  it,  and  I  was  also  refused  a  pass  to  go  through  their  lines 
to  get  provisions.  If  you  will  grant  me  the  liberty  of  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  and  to  remain  m  the  lines  I  will  do 
it  until  my  home  is  in  the  Union  again. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

CHS.  W.  COLEMAN. 

[Indoreemeot.] 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  13, 1862. 
BespectfuUy  referred  to  Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter  with  a  request 
that  unless  there  are  well-founded  reasons  to  the  contrary  the  prisoner 
may  be  released  upon  the  usual  conditions.    Please  report  to  this 
Department. 

E.  D.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk. 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  3, 1862. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  As  the  daughter  of  a  good  and  loyal  citizen  of  the  United 
States  I  beg  you  will  give  attention  to  the  following  statements: 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  of  November,  1861,  the  U.  S.  troops  entered 
the  village  of  Dranesville,  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  and  seized  my  father 
who  was  then  in  his  bed  upon  suspicion  of  disloyalty  and  brought  him 
to  this  city  and  placed  him  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  where  he  is  still 
in  custody.  Being  a  resident  of  Washington  myself  I  solicited  Mr. 
Carpenter  (correspondent  of  the  New  York  Tribune)  to  procure  me  a 
pass  which  your  honor  very  politely  granted.  Upon  the  occasion  of 
my  visit  my  father  assured  nae  in  the  presence  of  the  said  Mr.  Carpenter 
that  his  sentiments  have  always  been  those  of  loyalty  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  his  feelings  are  sorely  wounded  to  think  that  he  should  thus 
suffer  upon  a  false  accusation,  and  he  assured  me  that  nothing  would 
give  him  more  pleasure  than  to  be  permitted  to  swear  allegiance  to  the 
Government  he  has  always  loved.  Furthermore  he  has  a  family— a 
wife  and  young  children  depending  upon  him  for  support  and  protec- 
tion—who have  been  left  exposed  to  outrage  and  want  with  no  one  to 
care  for  them. 

So  far  as  I  can  learn  no  individual  has  preferred  any  charge  against 
him.  I  presume  he  would  remove  his  family  to  this  city  if  liberated 
Now,  sir,  with  these  facts  I  beg  and  implore  that  you  will  give  speed  v 
attention  to  his  case;  and  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  for  the  sake  of  the 
cause  of  the  Union,  for  the  sake  of  his  health  which  is  declining  from 
confinement  and  grief,  for  the  sake  of  his  helpless  and  unprotected 
family,  for  the  sake  of  God,  I  trust  your  honor  will  grant  him  au 
immediate  release. 

Submitting  the  above  I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant 

KATE  FARE. 
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frndornemflTit.l 

Department  of  State,  Wanhingtun,  January  o,  1863. 
Respectfally  referred  to  Brigadier-Geueral  Porter  with  a  request  tliat 
he  will  examine  this  case  and  report  whether  there  is  any  well  founded 
reason  why  the  prisoner  should  not  be  released  upon  taking  the  oath 
and  making  the  usual  stipulations. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State: 

B.  D.  WEBSTEE. 


[Old  Capitol  Peison,]  January  a,  1862. 
Hon,  Secbetaby  of  State,  Washington,  J).  C: 

I  was  for  a  time  here  couiiued  as  prisoner  of  war.  My  relation  is 
now  changed.  I  belong  to  Colonel  Stone's  stali',  the  Sixtieth  Virginia 
Regiment,  and  as  surgeon  went  with  the  militia  when  called  out  under 
a  requisition  of  the  governor.  I  performed  duty  as  such  at  the  Junc- 
tion, and  upon  our  own  wounded  near  the  battle-ground,  and  rendered 
service  on  Tuesday  to  your  wounded  soldiers  in  connection  with  Doctor 
Smith  of  the  regular  service,  a  fact  I  omitted  to  state  in  a  letter*  to 
General  Porter. 

Yours,  respectfttUy, 

WILLIAM  B.  DAT. 


Hdqbs.  City  Gtuabd,  Pkovost-Maeshal's  Office, 

Washington,  January  13, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Poetee,  Provost-Marshal. 

Geneeal:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  4th  instant  there 
was  received  at  this  office  a  communication  signed  Kate  Farr  addressed 
to  tlie  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  and  by  him  referred 
to  you  with  his  request  indorsed  thereon  that  you  would  examine  the 
case  of  John  B.  Farr  therein  mentioned  and  report  whether  any  well- 
founded  reason  existed  why  said  Farr  should  not  be  discharged  from 
custody  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  &c. 

The  communication  aforesaid  sets  forth  substantially  that  the  writer, 
Kate  Farr,  is  the  daughter  of  John  B.  Farr,  of  Drauesville,  Va.,  who 
was  seized  by  the  U.  S.  troops  on  the  night  of  27th  of  November  at 
Dranesville  upon  suspicion  of  his  disloyalty,  and  was  brought  to  this 
city  where  he  has  ever  since  been  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison; 
that  she  procured  a  pass  to  visit  her  father  in  said  prison  and  was  there 
assured  by  him  that  he  had  always  been  a  man  of  loyal  sentiments, 
and  that  his  feelings  were  deeply  wounded  to  think  that  he  must  there 
thus  suffer  from  false  accusation,  he  also  assuring  her  that  nothing 
would  give  him  greater  pleasure  than  to  swear  allegiance  to  the  Gov- 
ernment he  had  always  loved ;  that  her  father  has  a  wife  and  young 
children  depending  upon  him  for  protection  and  support,  and  that  she 
had  not  known  of  any  charge  having  been  made  against  him,  and 
finally  that  for  reason  of  the  above-recited  facts  and  other  causes  she 
asked  that  her  father  be  discharged  from  custody. 

On  the  27th  day  of  November  last  eleven  prisoners  were  received  at 
these  headquarters  sent  in  from  General  McC.all's  division,  with  the 
following  accompanying  dispatch.t    Upon  the  receipt  of  the  prisoners 

*Not  found. 

t  Omitted  here.    See  Biddle  to  Porter,  November  27,  1861,  p.  1285. 
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aforesaid  means  were  early  taken  to  procure  and  collect  the  evidence 
in  their  cases  individually  and  collectively,  and  as  far  as  concerned 
J.  B.  Farr  resulted  as  follows : 

William  Tyson,  citizen  of  Langley,  Va.,  stated  that  he  was  postmas- 
ter at  Beach  Grove,  Va.,  from  which  place  lie  was  driven  by  the  rebels 
about  two  months  before  Fan's  arrest,  and  that  just  previous  to  his 
leaving  he  was  told  by  John  Hurst,  a  secessionist,  that  John  B.  Farr 
was  one  of  the  guerrilla  party  which  waited  in  amljush  in  August  last 
near  the  Potomac,  a  short  distance  from  Dranesville,  for  a  company  of 
Union  soldiers  who  had  crossed  over  from  Maryland  at  that  point,  said 
party  attacking  and  firing  on  the  Union  soldiers,  killing  two  or  three 
and  wounding  another  who  was  taken  by  them  to  Dranesville,  where  a 
glorification  was  held  by  the  secessionists  over  their  achievement. 
Tyson  further  stated  that  of  his  own  knowledge  said  Farr  was  an 
active  secessionist  and  very  bitter  against  Union  men. 

Nelson  Voorhes,  of  Dranesville,  Va.,  stated  that  he  knew  John  B. 
Farr  as  a  very  rabid  secessionist  who  had  been  veiy  active  in  obtain- 
ing information  for  the  rebels,  and  was  a  member  of  the  rebel  home 
guards  of  Dranesville. 

Nathaniel  Hanery,  of  Dranesville,  stated  that  he  knew  John  B.  Farr 
to  be  a  secessionist  who  voted  against  the  Union  at  the  May  election 
and  used  all  his  power  to  persuade  others  to  do  likewise;  that  Farr 
was  a  member  of  a  committee  which  met  at  Fairfax  Oourt-House  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  opinions  of  citizens  of  Fairfax  County 
and  with  the  view  of  driving  out  such  men  as  were  found  to  be  favor- 
able to  the  Union;  that  among  others  who  were  thus  driven  out  were 
two  brothers  named  Gould  and  John  Lester,  a  inerchant,  all  of  whom 
with  their  families  were  compelled  to  leave,  while  their  property  was 
all  either  destroyed  or  confiscated. 

Amos  T.  Berdle  stated  that  he  knew  John  B.  Farr;  had  heard  him 
say  that  he  would  kill  the  damned  Yankees  wherever  he  could  catch 
them;  that  they  had  no  business  there  at  all;  that  Farr  voted  for 
secession  and  did  all  he  could  to  persuade  others  to  do  the  same. 

Thomas  T.  Johnson,  of  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  stated  that  John  B. 
Farr  was  a  notorious  secessionist,  having  voted  that  ticket  and  was  a 
member  of  the  rebel  home  guards;  that  he  was  one  of  the  committee 
which  met  at  Fairfax  Court- House  having  for  its  object  the  hunting  up, 
persecution  and  expulsion  of  Union  men;  that  he  (Johnson)  was  told 
by  J.  B.  Farr  that  he  (Farr)  had  heard  he  was  a  Union  man,  and  that 
if  such  was  the  case  he  (Johnson)  had  better  be  leaving. 

Henry  Bishop,  of  the  same  county,  stated  that  Farr  was  a  notorious 
secessionist. 

William  Waters,  same  county,  stated  that  Farr  was  a  notorious 
secessionist,  and  was  reported  to  have  taken  an  active  part  in  aiding 
the  rebels  and  in  persecuting  Union  men. 

Daniel  L.  Borden  stated  that  he  was  arrested  the  day  after  Ellsworth 
was  killed  by  John  T.  Day,  John  B.  Farr  and  others  and  was  told  by 
them  that  if  he  (Borden)  went  to  Washington  to  join  the  Union  army 
his  property  would  be  burned  and  his  family  massacred. 

Such  in  brief  is  the  evidence'against  Farr,  the  mere  recital  of  which 
is  sufficient  to  establish  the  groundlessness  of  his  pretension  to  be  a 
good  and  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States.  But  the  case  does  by  no 
means  rest  here.  It  has  been  stated  by  several  different  persons  from 
Dranesville  and  vicinity  whose  statements  are  on  file  in  this  office  that 
that  same  guerrilla  party  of  which  John  B.  Farr  is  stated  to  have 
made  one  member  did  some  time  in  the  month  of  August  last  proceed 
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from  Dranesville  in  the  night  to  a  place  near  Sandy  Landing,  and 
there  laid  in  ambush  for  a  number  of  U.  S.  soldiers  who  had  crossed 
ovei-  from  the  Maryland  side  of  the  Potomac  whom  they  flred  upon, 
killing  two  or  more  and  wounding  one,  which  last  was  taken  by  said 
imrty  to  Dranesville,  where  a  glorification  was  held  by  them  and  numer- 
ous other  secessionists  of  that  place,  the  company  being  made  jolly 
with  whisky  purchased  with  money  taken  from  the  rifled  pockets  of 
tlie  murdered  soldiers.  That  these  soldiers  after  thus  being  killed  were 
robbed  of  arms  and  other  things  about  their  persons,  among  the  rest  a 
letter  from  ow,  of  their  wives,  and  were  also  stripped  of  their  clothing, 
which  was  afterward  given  to  negro  slaves  owned  by  the  men  who 
thus  savagely  performed  these  sacrilegious  acts  and  by  said  slaves  was 
worn,  while  the  dead  and  plundered  bodies  were  left  unburied  on  the 
field  to  be  eaten  up,  as  they  were,  by  the  rebels'  hogs;  meantime  the 
letter  being  publicly  read  and  the  other  things  shown  as  relics  of  their 
horrid  chivalry. 

Should  it  be  hereafter  claimed  by  Farr  that  he  was  not  one  of  this 
party  of  murdering,  plundering,  savage  robbers,  and  should  it  turn  out 
that  he  was  not  with  them  on  that  particular  occasion,  it  would  by  no 
means  relieve  him  from  the  well-sustained  charge  of  most  outrageous 
and  active  i)articipation  in  systematic  and  long-continued  persecution 
of  men  and  their  families,  driving  them  from  the  soil  which  they  owned 
in  the  State  of  Virginia  and  committing  their  hard-earned  property  to 
devouring  flames  or  rebel  confiscation.  It  does  not  and  will  not  relieve 
the  said  Farr  from  his  acts  as  a  member  of  that  self-constituted 
committee  in  whose  secret  conclaves  were  made  edicts  against  such 
men  in  Fairfax  County  as  were  guilty  only  of  the  crime  of  being  friendly 
to  the  American  Union,  destroying  their  property,  breaking  up  their 
homes  and  families,  driving  them  from  the  State,  and  finally  culminat- 
ing in  August  last  in  scenes  of  fiendish  barbarity,  no  matter  by  whom 
executed,  scarcely  i)aralleled  in  the  civilized  world, — Union  soldiers  shot 
down  by  these  men  in  ambush,  theij'  pockets  rifled  of  precious  memen- 
toes, their  bodies  stripped  to  furnish  clothing  for  their  negro  slaves, 
and  left  unburied  to  be  eaten  up  by  hogs,  while  the  money  taken  from 
them  was  made  to  contribute  intoxicated  madness  to  their  bitter  hate 
of  the  Union,  and  thus  tit  and  prepare  them  for  that  Dranesville  carnival 
of  bestial  joy  over  their  brutal  accomplishment  of  savage  barbarity. 

"What  cares  such  a  man  for  an  oath  of  allegiance,  even  if  proof  were 
not  furnished  (as  it  is)  by  the  testimony  on  file  that  several  of  these 
same  men  who  were  arrested  with  Farr  had  said  at  difl'erent  times  that 
no  such  oath  possessed  a  shadow  of  sacredness  in  their  estimation  ?  I 
am  unable,  general,  to  find  in  the  case  of  Farr  any  extenuating  cir- 
cumstances attending  his  course,  not  even  l^he  poor  and  unsatisfactory 
excuse  of  a  rebel  soldier  volunteering  in  the  service  and  then  acting 
under  orders.  Farr  was  a  citizen,  not  called  to  take  up  arms  by  civil 
or  military  authority,  but  was  animated  alone  by  his  own  brutal  instincts, 
to  gratify  which  he  marked  out  voluntarily  his  own  pathway  of  cruelty 
and  crime,  continuing  to  follow  it  until  arrested  by  the  strong  arm  of 
military  power. 

I  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  said  John  B.  Farr  be  not  released 
from  custody,  but  that  he  be  held  until  a  military  court  can  attbrd  him 
trial  for  his  manifold  crimes. 

All  of  which,  general,  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by 
Your  obe£eut  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 
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FTdqep.  Cit\  Gttaru,  Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal, 

Washington,  Jamuary  17,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  with  your  request  indorsed 
upon  each  for  examination  and  report  upon  the  respective  cases  therein 
uieutioiied  three  several  communications  *  signed  respectively  by  the 
following  persons  named,  to  wit:  Kate  Farr  on  behalf  of  J.  B.  Farr, 
William  B.  Day  on  behalf  of  himself,  Charles  W.  Coleman  on  behalf  of 
himself. 

1  also  had  the  honor  on  the  13th  instant  to  make  a  report  to  you  in 
the  case  of  said  John  B.  Farr,  but  while  making  up  said  report  I  had 
not  in  ay  mind  the  order  made  by  Major-General  McClellan  November 
27, 18G1,  commanding  that  all  the  prisoners  in  custody  suspected  of 
having  participated  in  the  murder  in  August  last  of  two  U.  S.  pickets 
near  Dranesville,  Va.,  be  held  until  a  trial  could  be  had  in  their  cases 
and  that  the  evidence  iji  each  case  found  be  reported  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  here  to  repeat  what  was  stated  in  the  report  made 
t(t  you  in  the  case  of  J.  B.  Farr — that  some  time  during  the  month  of 
August  last  a  midnight  attack  which  had  been  previously  planned  by 
several  of  the  citizens  of  the  village  of  Dranesville  and  vicinity  was  by 
them  made  upon  a  squad  of  Union  pickets  who  were  on  duty  at  Lowe's 
Flats,  near  Dranesville,  killing  two  and  wounding  one,  and  afterward 
committing  upon  the  dead  bodies  such  acts  of  inhuman  and  sacrile- 
gious nature  that  they  will  challenge  the  civilized  world  to  furnish  a 
])arallel. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  persons  now  under  arrest  and 
confined  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  who  are  suspected  with  a  large 
array  of  evidence  against  them  of  the  murder  and  acts  of  barbarity 
aforesaid:  John  B.  Farr,  John  T.  Day,  William  B.  Day,  Charles  W. 
Coleman,  John  T.  De  Bell,  R.  H.  Gunnel],  John  Coleman,  Philip  Carper 
and  James  Farr.  In  view  therefore  of  said  order  of  the  commanding 
general  I  beg  most  resjiectfully  to  return  without  further  report  the 
three  communications  aforesaid  inclosed  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  POBTEK, 
Brigadier- Gem  era  I  and  Provost- Marshal. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  January  30, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  the  following- 
named  prisoners,  viz,  John  T,  De  Bell,  case  reported  by  E.  J.  Allen 
January  14,  18(52;  Dr.  William  B.  Day,  case  reported  by  E.  J.  Allen 
January  17, 1862;  John  B.  Farr,  case  reported  by  E.  J.  Allen  January 
13, 1862;  Dr.  John  T.  Day,  case  reported  by  E.  J.  Allen  January  18, 
1862;  C.  W.  Coleman,  case  reported  by  E.  J.  Allen  January  24, 1862; 
E.  H.  Gunnell,  case  reported  by  E.  J.  Allen  January  25, 1862;  Philip 
W,  Carper,  case  reported  by  E.  J.  Allen  January  25,  1862;  John  Cole- 
man, case  reported  by  E.  J.  AUen  January  25, 1862;  James  W.  Farr, 
case  reported  by  E.  J.  Allen  January  27, 1862,  who  stand  charged  with 
the  murder  of  Federal  pickets  in  August  last  and  with  persecuting 

*See  ante. 
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Uuiou  men  in  and  near  Drauesville  be  each  and  all  of  them  kept  in 
close  confinement  until  such  time  as  they  can  be  tried  by  a  mDitary 
commission  for  the  crimes  with  which  they  stand  charged.    *     *     * 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Commission  Kelating  to  Pouticaj.  Pki«oneus, 

Washington,  March  i>4,  1862. 
W.  1'.  Wood,  Esq.,  Superintendent,  Ac 

Sir:  You  will  please  discharge  James  W.  Farr  |and)  Jolm  B.  Farr 
*     *     •     prisoners  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Military  Prison,  on  their 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWARDS  riEEKEPONT, 

Commissioners, 


Commission  Relating  to  Political  Pbisonbks, 

Washington,  March  :il,  1862. 
NN'.  1*.  Wood,  Esq.,  Superintendent,  Ac. 

Sir:  You  will  please  discharge  Greorge  G.  Coleman  and  Kichard 
Coleman,  prisoners  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Military  Prison,  on  their 
jiiving  their  paroles  of  honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to 
the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWARDS  PTERIIEPONT, 

Commissioners. 


Commission  Relating  to  Political  Prisoners, 

Washington.  March  25,  1862. 
W.  P.  Wood,  Esq.,  Superintendent,  die. 

Sir:  You  will  please  discharge  R.  H.  Gunnell  and  John  T.  De  Bell, 
l)risoners  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Military  Prison,  on  their  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWARDS  PIERREPONT, 

Commissioners. 


I,  James  W,  Fan,  of  Dranesville,  Va.,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will 
sui>port,  protect  and  defend  the  Union  and  Constitution  and  the 
(lovernment  of  the  United  States  as  established  by  that  Constitution 
iijiainst  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same  any  ordinance  resolution 
or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pled£[e 


1294  PRISONERS   OF    WAR;    ETC. 

and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever ;  and 
further  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which  may 
be  required  of  me  bv  law.     So  help  me  God. 

JAMBS  W.  FARR. 

Sworu  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  March,  1862. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 

[Note.— John  B.  Farr,  R.  H.  Gunuell  and  John  T.  De  Bell  also  sub- 
scribed to  the  same  oath  and  were  discharged.] 

Headquarters  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  5,  1862. 

Colonel  TowNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

Sir:  Dr.  William  B.  Day,  a  civilian,  is  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol 

Prison  and  is  held  to  answer  very  serious  charges,  and  his  release  was 

refused  by  the  commission  (Judge  Pierrepont  and  General  Dix)  on 

any  terms. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  DOSTBR, 
Major  and  Provost-Marshal. 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  May  20,  1862. 
Philip  W.  Carper,  Old  Capitol  Prison,  Washington,  I).  G. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th 
instant,*  and  to  inform  you  in  reply  that  your  case  has  not  been  con- 
sidered either  with  reference  to  an  exchange  or  to  a  discharge  from 
the  military  custody  of  the  United  States  for  the  reason  that  you  are 
held  in  confinement  on  the  charge  of  having  engaged  in  an  irregular  or 
guerrilla  mode  of  warfare.  Under  these  circumstances  your  applica- 
tion to  be  released  on  parole  to  return  to  your  home  in  Fairfax  County, 
Va.,  or  for  any  other  purpose  cannot  be  granted. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

City  of  Washington,  Jrme  4,  1862. 
Hon.  P.  H.  Watson. 

Dear  Sir:  Dr.  John  [T.]  Day,  William  [B.]  Dayt  and  Charles  [W.] 
Coleman  have  at  your  suggestion  and  upon  the  advice  of  Mr.  Mackall 
and  myself  consented  lo  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 
I  respectfully  ask  that  you  order  the  release  of  John  Day  and  Charles 
Coleman  upon  their  taking  the  oath  above  stated.  And  so  far  as 
Dr.  William  Day  is  concerned  he  has  left  the  matter  entirely  with 
Mr.  Mackall  and  myself;  he  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  at  our  request, 
and  we  will  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  $20,000  that  the  said  Dr.  Day  will 
observe  all  his  obligations. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  respectfully  and  truly, 

JOHN  S.  HULLINGSHBAD. 

[Indorsement  in  pencil.] 

Release  of  John  [T.]  Day  and  Charles  Coleman  ordered. 

'Not  foTind. 

t  Old  Capitol  prison  records  show  that  Day  vras  released  hv  exchanffe  .lulv  1.5 
1862 —Compiler.  e  j-     , 
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War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  June  4, 1862. 
William  P.  Wood,  Superintendent  of  the  Old  Capitol  Prison. 

Sir:  You  will  release  from  custody  Dr.  John  [T.]  Day  and  Charles 
fW.]  Coleman  on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  Judge  Pierrepont  having  recommended  their  release  upon  this 
condition.  You  will  make  return  of  your  proceedings  in  these  cases, 
indorsed  hereon  to  the  provost-marshal,  that  the  proper  entry  may  be 
made  upon  the  records  of  his  office. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  June  12, 1862. 
E.  D.  Webster,  State  Department. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  desires  to  be  informed  of  the  grounds 
upon  which  Philip  W.  Carper*  is  held  a  prisoner  of   State.    Also 
whether  he  is  one  of  the  number  whom  the  commission  recommended 
to  be  released  on  takmg  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Case  of  George  W.  Jones. 

George  W.  Jones,  of  Iowa,  former  Delegate  in  Congress  from  Michigan 
and  Wisconsin,  U.  S.  surveyor-general,  U.  S.  Senator  from  Iowa,  and 
late  minister  resident  from  the  United  States  at  Bogota,  New  Granada, 
was  arrested  in  New  York  by  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
20th  day  of  December,  1861.  His  arrest  was  a  precautionary  measure 
to  prevent  his  carrying  into  effect  a  purpose  he  had  repeatedly  pro- 
fessed that  he  entertained — of  going  South  to  join  his  fortunes  and  his 
eflbrts  with  those  of  the  rebels.  In  a  letter  dated  Bogota,  New  Gra- 
nada, May  17, 1861,  addressed  by  Jones  to  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mississippi, 
President,  &c.,  as  his  "noble  and  very  dear  friend,"  Jones  dwells  at 
length  upon  his  sympathy  with  Davis  and  his  cause;  his  admiration  of 
the  system  of  slavery;  his  hatred  of  all  friends  of  freedom,  and  his  own 
wrongs  in  being  compelled  by  public  opinion  to  emancipate  nine  slaves 
during  his  residence  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa.    He  says: 

You  may  well  say  as  you  do  in  your  letter  to  me  that  you  "know  you  (I)  will  sym- 
pathize with  us  (you)."  How  can  I  feel  other,  dear  old  friend,  college  mate  and  col- 
league, than  sympathy  for  you  and  the  people  whom  yon  represent  on  such  an  occasion  f 
Born  in  what  they  tauntingly  call  a  free  State  (Indiana),  brought  up  in  Missouri, 
and  educated  there  and  in  Kentucky,  and  having  resided  for  the  last  thirty-four 
years  in  Michigan,  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  I  cannot  but  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
principles,  feelings  and  actions  of  the  parties  to  the  contest  which  is  now  going  on 
in  my  beloved  country. 

When  I  went  to  Wisconsin,  then  Michigan,  I  took  with  me  my  servants  whom  at 
their  request  I  purchased,  they  having  been  born  in  Illinois  and  made  slaves  under 
the  ordinance  of  1787.  Abolitionists  who  like  Doty,  Bronson,  Burnett,  et  al.,  came 
to  my  house  to  share  my  hospitality  told  my  slaves  that  they  were-free,  and  actually 
made  the  ignorant  but  happy  Paul  to  believe  he  was  free  and  to  bring  suit  for  him- 
self and  his  sister  Charlotte,  both  of  whom  you  may  recollect  as  they  waited  on  you 
when  you  visited  us.  I  had  a  vexatious  and  long  law  suit  with  Paul  but  triumphed 
over  him  and  his>abolition  advisers.    I  served  in  Congress  as  Delegate  from  Michigan 

*  Old  Capitol  prison  records  show  that  Carper  was  sent  South  for  exchange,  July 
30, 1862.— Compiler. 
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and  Wisconsin  two  years  each,  and  was  then  beaten  for  the  third  term  by  Doty  because 
I  served  as  a  second  in  the  Cilleyand  Graves  duel  and  was  a  slave-owner.  In  1841  I 
was  removed  from  the  office  of  surveyor-general  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  by  General 
Harrison's  administration  through  Doty's  influence  as  the  then  Delegate  simply 
because  I  was  a  Democrat  and  sympathized  with  the  South:  no  single  objection 
having  been  made  against  me  of  any  other  character.  Mr.  Polk,  God  bless  him, 
restored  me  in  1845,  and  put  out  the"  long-legged  black  Republican  Jim  Wilson,  of 
New  Hampshire,  who  had  superseded  me.  I  was  transferred  from  the  surveyor- 
general's  office  in  December,  1848,  to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  driven  therefrom  by  the 
Abolitionists  in  1859,  no  other  objection  having  been  made  to  me  save  that  I  was  a 
foUowei  of  the  South  and  a  "dough-face"  for  such  men  as  yourself,  Clay  and  other 
Southerners.  If  therefore  I  had  no  other  reason  for  sympathizing  with  the  South 
the  bad  treatment  which  I  have  received  at  the  hands  of  Northern  Abolitionists  would 
have  made  me  do  so. 

Further  on  in  the  same  letter  he  says : 

My  prayers  are  all  regularly  offered  up  for  the  reunion  of  the  States  and  for  the 
peace,  concord  and  happiness  of  my  country.  But  let  what  may  come  to  pass  you 
may  rely  upon  it  as  you  say  that  neither  I  nor  mine  will  be  found  in  the  ranks  of 
our  (your)  enemi.es.  May  God  Almighty  avert  civil  war,  but  if  unhappily  it  shall 
come  you  may — I  think  would  without  doubt — count  upon  me  and  mine  and  hosts 
of  other  friends  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  ranks  with  you  and  our  other 
Southern  friends  and  relatives  whose  rights  like  my  own  have  been  disregarded  by 
the  abolitionists.  I  love  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  for  the  honors  conferred  by  them  on 
me  and  because  I  served  them  always  faithfully ;  but  I  will  not  make  war  with 
them  against  the  South  whose  rights  they  shamefully  neglected. 

He  concludes  this  long  letter  by  saying:  "The  dissolution  of  the 
Union  will  probably  be  the  cause  of  my  own  ruin  as  well  as  that  of 
my  country,  and  may  cause  me  and  mine  to  go  South."  Jones  states  in 
this  letter  that  his  latest  advices  from  the  TJnited  States  were  of  the 
date  of  February  22, 1861,  so  that  he  had  barely  heard  of  the  installa- 
tion of  his  correspondent  as  President  of  the  insurgent  Confederacy. 
Fearing,  however,  that  his  letter  might  not  reach  its  destination  he 
sent  a  copy  by  a  subsequent  mail  accompanied  by  a  letter  dated 
Bogota,  May  23, 1861,  in  which  he  says : 

It  will  not  be  many  months,  I  guess,  before  my  successor  shall  present  himself 
here.  I  shall  then  return  home  immediately  to  try  and  so  arrange  my  flnancial 
matters  as  to  be  enabled  to  save  my  deliehtfuf  residence  as  a  home  for  ray  noble  and 
beloved  wife  and  our  children.  Should  I  fail  in  that  I  know  not  what  I  shall  do  or 
whither  to  look  for  another,  for  I  shall  not  be  willing  to  continue  at  Dubuque  or  in 
Iowa  or  the  North. 

I  wish  I  had  taken  John  M.  Bass'  advice  a  few  years  ago  and  had  sold  off  the 
most  of  my  then  valuable  property  and  gone  down  to  Louisiana,  Mississippi  or 
Texas  and  had  purchased  a  cotton  plantation  as  he  did  on  credit,  paying  for  it  in  a 
few  years  thereafter.  Now  my  property  is  unsalable  and  I  apprehend  it  will  grow 
worse  if  the  reunion  of  the  States  be  not  speedily  effected.  To  cap  the  climax  the 
dissolution  of  the  Union  will  absolutely  blast  all  my  hopes.  If  Breckinridge  or 
Lane  had  been  elected  business  and  prosperity  would  have  soon  revived,  and  besides  I 
would  doubtless  have  been  retained  here.  »  «  «  i  want  you  to  write  me  and  to 
give  at  length  your  views  and  opinions  of  the  present  and  prospective  condition  of 
the  country  and  advise  me  what  to  do.  Your  letter  shall  be  confidential  entirely  if 
you  wish  it.  I  have,  dear  Jeffie,  as  your  wife  calls  you,  more  confidence  in  your 
opinion  than  in  that  of  any  living  man.  The  secession  of  the  States  leaves  us 
National  Democrats  of  the  North  who  stood  by  you  in  a  deplorable  condition  and 
but  that  I  know  you  could  not  do  otherwise  I  should  feel  hard  toward  you  for 
leaving  us  to  the  mercy  of  abolitionism.  Even  Crittenden's  amendments  if  all 
adopted  would  allay  the  storm  but  for  a  short  time.  The  equilibrium  should  never 
have  been  broken  up  between  the  free  and  slave  States,  and  I  said  and  knew  that 
twenty  years  ago. 

As  the  mails  were  very  irregular  at  that  period  in  New  Granada  he 
had  not  sent  off  his  letter  before  he  concluded  to  send  a  further  missive- 
and  he  therefore  opened  the  envelope  and  inclosed  a  note  dated  Bogota' 
May  27, 1861,  in  which  he  comes  to  the  point  as  follows:  ' 

Mv  Deai;  Fuiknd:  As  1  have  not  been  able  to  send  off  my  letter  to  you  1  open  it 
to  write  you  a  few  lines  and  to  make  an  earnest  appeal  to  you  as  my  old  and  valued 
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friend  and  as  the  President  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  in  behalf  of  my  only 
brother,  General  Augustus  Jones,  who  resides  at  Columbus,  Colorado  County,  Tex., 
and  who  I  judge  from  the  tenor  of  the  inclosed  letter  from  his  charming  young 
Virginia  wife  has  become  reduced  in  his  pecuniary  circumstances.  I  wish  you,  my 
dear  friend,  to  provide  some  o£Bce  for  him,  either  in  Texas,  at  the  seat  of  Goyem- 
ment  of  your  new  Confederacy,  or  anywhere  else. 

On  the  1st  day  of  August,  1861,  Jones  addressed  a  letter  to  Hon.  I. 
E.  Morse,  New  Orleans,  in  which  he  avows  the  same  purpose  of  adher- 
ing to  the  cause  of  the  insurgents,  as  follows : 

I  expect  my  successor,  Allen  A.  Burton,  of  Kentucky,  every  day,  and  will  leave  on 
the  next  day  after  his  arrival,  being  exceedingly  anxious  to  return  home  to  my 
family,  my  sons  having  left  them  to  come  down  South  to  fight  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Constitution,  the  laws  and  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  South,  as  I  intend 
to  do  if  required  to  fight  at  all  and  it  be  possible  for  me  to  leave  my  fa>mily  and  my 
private  affairs,  now  almost  in  a  ruined  state  in  consequence  of  the  crisis. 

In  various  letters  from  members  of  Jones'  family  to  him  they  allude 
to  his  proclivities  and  his  probable  determination  to  identify  himself 
with  the  cause  of  the  rebels.  April  9,  1861,  C.  S.  D.  Jones,  son  of 
George  W.,  writes  to  his  father  from  New  York  giving  an  account  of  a 
visit  he  had  made  to  the  State  Department,  and  an  interview  he  had 
with  Mr.  Sanford,  then  just  appointed  minister  to  Belgium.  It  seems 
that  Jones  had  made  application  to  Doctor  Mackie  and  Mr.  Sanford  to 
retain  his  position  at  Bogota.  Young  Jones  describes  Doctor  Mackie 
as  cool,  and  is  surprised  at  discovering  Mr.  Sanford,  "instead  of  being 
muco  Jino  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  well-educated  Yankee."  Mr.  San- 
ford it  seems  had  been  at  Bogota  and  young  Jones  had  also  been  there 
afterward,  and  evidently  had  his  envy  excited  by  hearing  the  Bogo- 
tans  speak  of  Mr.  Sanford  as  a  fine  gentleman,  while  he  emphatically 
avers  that  "he  is  nothing  more  than  a  pietty  smart  Yankee,  no  more  to 
be  compared  with  a  Southern  gentleman  than  Hyperion  to  a  Satyr;" 
and  again,  "  It  strikes  me  that  he  had  very  little  of  the  fine  gentleman 
about  him.    He  did  not  trouble  himself  about  you,  I  feel  pretty  sure." 

The  young  man  then  adds: 

Oh  how  deeply  I  regret  that  your  poverty  ever  made  you  intimate  to  Sanford  or 
Mackie  that  you  would  like  to  be  retained.  You  ought  to  resign  and  come  home  if 
they  do  not  send  your  successor  soon.  You  owe  it  to  your  principles  and  friends  in 
the  South.  Of  course  you  know  it  by  this  time  that  the  cotton  States  have  seceded 
and  that  your  old  friend  Jeii'.  Davis  is  President  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  All 
hail  to  it  I  say, — although  I  loved  the  Union  dearly, — but  I  hate  abolitionism  and 
love  the  Southern  people.  Come  home,  and  let's  move  South  and  help  them  fight 
for  their  independence.  The  last  news  is  that  Old  Abe  will  commence  a  war  on  the 
South.  God  protect  us  if  he  does.  I  feel  a  conviction  that  I  shall  fight  for  the 
South.  Come  home  soon.  •  *  »  l  had  not  time  to  get  you  a  pair  of  holsters 
made  so  I  send  you  a  pair  of  the  common  kind  for  those  French  pistols  Mr.  Matthew 
is  to  send.  They  are  the  best  extant.  Yon  must  keep  them  for  our  revolution,  if 
we  are  to  have  one  precipitated  by  those  damnable  abolitionists. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  1861,  the  same  C.  S.  D.  Jones  wrote  to  his  father 
from  Dubuque  setting  forth  his  views  of  persons  and  public  sentiment 
there,  and  saying: 

As  long  as  you  were  in  the  Senate  or  in  a  good  oflice  these  fellows  and  those  like 
them  were  very  great  friends  of  yours.  But  now  things  are  changed.  When  you 
come  home  you  will  know  these  things  more  fully.  What  I  wish  to  impress  upon 
you  now  is  that  yon  must  leave  Dubuque  or  sink  down  and  sacrifice  your  principles 
as  no  man  of  honor  could  ever  think  of  doing.  This  is  to  express  the  hope  that  you 
will  not  allow  first  impressions  or  promises  or  inducements  offered  to  you  when  you 
get  to  New  York  or  Washington  to  compel  you  to  make  avowal  of  sympathy  (if  you 
have  any)  for  Abe  Lincoln  and  his  war  upon  the  South— that  you  will  not  do  as 
Douglas  and  the  rest  of  the  semi-abolitionists  at  the  North  have  done.  I  wish  to 
advise  you  to  keep  all  the  money  yon  have  till  you  get  home.  Don't  pay  Corcoran 
or  any  one  else  a  cent  till  you  Juive  roiiie  homo  and  seen  for  yourself.     You  will  need 
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more  money  here  than  you  imagine.  If  you  are  opposed  to  the  war  and  in  favor  of 
Southern  independence  you  must  be  circumspect  and  extremely  careful  till  you 
arrive  at  home  and  get  your  accounts  settled.  Doctor  Mackie  is  a  very  miserable 
Black  Republican  I  assure  you. 

On  the  31st  of  July,  1861,  tlie  same  son  writes  to  his  father  from 
Dubuque,  giving  an  account  of  the  battle  of  Bull  Eun,  and  says : 

I  expect  a  very  speedy  recognition  of  Southern  independence  by  all  the  great 
powers  at  an  early  day.  Viva  la  Confederacion !  Jeff.  Davis  was  very  conspicuous 
during  the  battle,  riding  on  a  white  horse.  He  commanded  the  center,  Beauregard 
the  right,  and  General  Johnston  the  left.  God  bless  them  all  and  their  people  is  my 
heartfelt  prayer.  How  much  I  wish  that  we  could  have  been  there  to  share  in  the 
glory  of  that  day.  George  went  to  Nashville  about  the  26th  of  May  last  with  my 
approbation.  He  was  engaged  for  a  little  time  in  drilling  recruits  but  is  now  staying 
with  Col.  B.  R.  Johnson. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1861,  he  again  writes  to  his  father  from 
Dubuque,  saying: 

This  will  be  most  probably  my  last  letter  to  you  before  our  next  separation,  which 
I  trust  an  identity  of  principle  and  interest  will  render  unnecessary.  »  *  «  With 
reverence  I  say  it,  I  think  I  see  the  finger  of  the  Almighty  in  the  battle  of  Manassas, 
in  your  going  to  Bogota  and  in  Mr.  Seward's  doing  yon  the  eminent  favor  to  recall 
you.  I  regard  this  act  as  the  greatest  favor  to  you  that  he  could  have  done  possibly — 
not  the  transfer  to  a  mission  worth  $50,000  a  year  could  have  been  half  so  desirable 
and  honorable  in  my  mind.  Thus  you  will  not  suffer  the  disgrace  of  having  served 
Lincoln's  abolition  Government  for  pay  when  your  sense  of  honor  and  lifelong  prin- 
ciples condemned  it  as  disgraceful.  «  »  *  I'drather  this  minute  accept  with  joy 
the  most  abject  misery  and  poverty  than  be  the  favorite  Pennsylvania  contractor 
under  Cameron  and  support  the  war  or  go  to  this  war  with  the  brightest  epaulettes 
that  ever  were  worn,  or  support  it  (the  war)  in  any  way.  *  *  »  i  liope  yon  will 
not  pay  Corcoran  any  money ;  at  least  not  until  you  come  home  and  pay  your  taxes. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  1861,  he  wrote  to  his  father  from  Dubuque, 
saying : 

The  Chicago  Tribune  that  came  last  night  contained  the  inclosed  slip  which  I  send 
that  you  may  take  a  salutary  hint  from  Mr.  Faulkner's  case.*  You  cannot  be  too 
cautious,  even  hypocritical,  if  you  are  anti-Lincoln  or  anti-abolitionist  in  order  to 
get  your  accounts  settled  and  come  safely  home  with  your  dues. 

On  the  8th  of  September  he  writes  these  words : 

You  cannot  be  too  cautious  and  discreet  about  your  political  expressions,  at  least 
till  after  you  leave  Washington — that  is  if  you  are  opposed  to  Lincoln's  truculent 
policy  against  the  South. 

On  the  25th  of  September  he  writes  from  Cincinnati  these  words : 

Yon  ought  to  keep  whatever  money  is  due  you  in  drafts  on  New  York  till  you  get 
home  and  see  the  condition  of  affairs  there.  «  «  »  i  understood  before  I  left 
home  that  orders  Had  been  received  to  fill  up  Vandever's  regiment  immediately  and 
I  suppose  that  this  meant  impressment.  However,  I  did  not  wish  to  aid  in  this  war 
even  by  getting  a  substitute  if  I  were  drafted,  so  I  am  here. 

On  the  10th  day  of  July,  1861,  Jones'  wife  wrote  him  a  letter  from 
Dubuque  in  which  occurs  the  following  passage : 

Our  beloved  country  is  in  a  terrible  condition  and  we  know  not  what  to  say  or  do 
I  am  sick  of  this  war.  It  is  fairly  grinding  to  me  and  I  wish  an  end  was  put  to  it  iii 
some  way ;  anything  better  than  bloodshed ;  but  it  seems  that  such  leaders  of  the 
Administration  as  the  Blairs  are  for  the  war  and  nothing  else.  I  hope  the  South  will 
make  a  desperate  effort  upon  them  ere  long,  and  succeed,  if  they  continue  the  crv  of 
war  as  they  do  now.  ^ 

On  the  25th  of  August  she  wrote  him  again  from  the  same  place 
saying: 

The  Government  have  given  orders  to  suppress  the  papers  that  are  against 
Lincoln's  cause  and  I  reckon  the  Herald  will  be  stopped  here.     You  cannot  form  an 
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idea  of  the  state  of  aflfairs.  Men  that  ■were  thought  decided  in  their  opinions  have 
changed  and  there  is  no  confidence  placed  in  any  one.  *  '  *  He  (Colonel  Heath) 
is  in  debt,  and  if  he  was  not  so  busily  engagett  in  going  to  fight  for  abolitionists 
(though  he  says  for  the  Union;  that  is  gone  forever)  he  would  be  put  in  jail,  so 
little  do  they  care  for  him.     •     *    ♦ 

The  First  Company  of  Iowa  Volunteers  returned  here  on  Friday  morning  and  had 
a  grand  reception,  a  breakfast  prepared  for  them  at  the  Washington  Square.  The 
streets  and  almost  every  business  place  were  decorated  with  evergreens,  flowers, 
banners,  &c.  I  did  not  go  down  town  for  I  do  not  countenance  anything  for  this 
war.  I  beg  of  you,  my  beloved  husband,  to  be  careful  of  what  you  say.  We  have 
lautioned  you  enough  in  our  letters,  written  some  time  ago,  but  you  cannot  be 
too  careful.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  make  your  sentiments  known  after  you 
settle  with  the  Government,  get  your  money  and  come  home.  «  «  «  jf  you  get 
what  is  due  to  you  when  you  get  to  Washington  I  shall  be  content.  Do  not  pay  it 
out  to  Corcoran  or  any  one  until  you  reach  home.  You  can  send  them  what  you  can 
spare.  *  *  •  We  hear  occasionally  from  George,  who  is  in  Nashville  and  there- 
abouts; he  says  that  he  is  perfectly  happy  and  will  not  move  from  there  nntil  the 
war  is  over  and  then  only  to  visit,  for  that  is  his  adopted  country.  *  *  "  Be 
careful  what  yon  say  or  do  and  get  home  to  me  as  soon  as  you  possibly  can.  »  *  • 
When  you  get  here  he  (Charles)  will  leave  here,  I  reckon,  for  he  hates  most  of  the 
people,  and  it  will  be  much  better  for  him  to  do  so.  *  *  *  Judge  Pollock  told 
Colonel  Heath  the  other  day  that  he  heard  you  had  left  Bogota  several  months  ago 
and  had  joined  the  Confederate  Army.  He  said  if  we  knew  General  Jones  to  be  a 
Union  man  (that  is  against  the  South)  we  would  elect  him  Governor.  We  do  not 
say  what  we  think  of  your  politics,  and  be  careful  what  you  say  until  you  get  home. 

These  extracts  from  the  letters  of  his  wife  and  son,  showing  that  they 
were  fully  prepared  to  assume  with  confidence  that  he  would  unhesitat- 
ingly join  his  fortunes  with  the  rebel  cause  and  would  heartily  approve 
the  course  of  his  sons  in  doing  the  same,  served  to  give  confirmation 
and  emphasis  to  his  own  treasonable  declarations.  Jones  in  his  corres- 
]>oiidence  generally  adds  further  weight  to  the  evidence  furnished  by  his 
wife  and  son  of  his  long-cherished  and  habitual  sympathy  with  the  feel- 
ings and  purposes  of  the  conspirators  who  originated  the  rebellion.  His 
letters  to  Jefferson  Davis  disclose  the  treason  he  was  then  contemplat- 
ing. He  had  just  learned  the  first  movements  of  the  rebellion,  the  seces- 
sion of  five  or  six  States,  the  formation  of  a  pretended  Confederacy  and 
the  inauguration  of  his  correspondent  as  President  thereof  at  Montgom- 
ery. He,  a  ministerof  theUnited  States,  hastened  to  give  the  rebel  chief 
not  only  assurances  of  his  sympathy,  which  had  been  anticipated,  but 
also  of  his  approbation,  adherence  and  aid.  His  recognition  of  the  rebel 
Government  was  immediate  and  his  call  for  political  reward  from  it  for 
his  family  equally  prompt.  To  give  Davis  assurance  of  his  sincerity 
he  wrote  him  a  history  of  his  life  to  show  that  his  views  and  feelings 
had  always  harmonized  with  the  interests  on  which  the  rebellion  was 
founded.  There  is  not  in  either  of  his  letters  to  Davis  a  single  word  of 
dissent,  disapprobation,  remonstrance,  reproach,  admonition  or  caution 
in  regard  to  his  treasonable  course;  but  unqualified  sympathy,  approba- 
tion and  adhesion.    The  same  is  true  of  his  letter  to  Morse. 

The  said  Jones  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 
18r.2,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the 
preceding  di',y  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Deparment. — 
From  Record  Book,  State  Department,  '^Arrests  for  Disloyalty.'" 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  19, 1861. 
Hou.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir  :  As  this  Department  has  proof  of  the  disloyalty  of  G.  W.  Jones, 
late  U.  S.  minister  to  New  Granada,  I  will  thank  you  to  direct  that  the 
payment  of  any  moneys  due  to  him  in  that  character  be  suspended. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  19, 1861. 
General  Andkeav  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General  :  I  will  thank  you  to  cause  George  W.  Jones,  late  U.  S. 
minister  to  New  Granada,  who  is  understood  to  be  now  in  this  city,  to 
be  arrested  and  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  iu  charge  of  a  trust- 
worthy person. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  December  19,  1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York: 

George  W.  Jones,  ex-U.  S.  Senator  and  ex-U.  S.  minister  to  Bogota, 
left  here  in  the  5  o'clock  train  to-night.  Arrest  and  convey  him  to 
Fort  Lafayette. 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 


New  Toek,  December  30, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States,  and  his  Cabinet : 
I  respectfully  and  earnestly  ask  permission  to  return  to  Washington 
City  under  my  parole  of  honor  to  ascertain  there  why  I  have  been 
arrested  here,  and  to  answer  to  whatever  chnrges  may  have  been  pre- 
ferred against  me.  On  the  3d  or  4th  of  November  I  took  and  subscribed 
to  the  usual  oath  as  bearer  of  Judge  Barton's  disj)atches  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  W.  JONES. 


Office  of  Superintendent  of  Police, 

New   York,  December  20,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  State  to  deliver 
ex-Senator  George  W.  Jones,  late  minister  to  Bogota,  into  your  custody 
for  safe-keeping.  You  will  please  send  me  a  receipt  for  his  body  per 
bearer. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  23, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  Neio  York. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  21st  instant*  inclosing  letters  taken  from  George 
W.  Jones  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  has  been  received. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


•T^^ot  foiintl,  but  see  extracts  from  .loues'  correspondence  preceding. 
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Depaktment  of  State,  ^Yashington,  December  28, 1861. 
Ben.  M.  Samuels,  Esq.,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 

Sir:  Application  bas  been  made  to  this  Department  by  the  Hon. 
James  Harlau  for  permission  for  you  to  see  the  correspondence  of 
George  W.  Jones,  a  prisoner  now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.  In  reply 
1  have  to  state  the  rules  at  present  adopted  by  the  Department  forbid 
compliance  with  your  request. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  January  10, 1862. 
Hon.  James  W.  Geimes,  U.  S.  Henate. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant*  requesting  information  in  regard 
to  the  ground  upon  which  George  W.  Jones  was  arrested  has  been 
received.  In  reply  1  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  say  that 
he  was  arrested  upon  a  charge  that  while  holding  the  position  of  min- 
ister of  the  United  States  in  New  Granada  he  was  engaged  in  treason- 
able correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis  and  other  persons  engaged 
in  a  conspiracy  against  this  Governmejit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


War  Department,  Washington,  February  21, 1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor. 
Colonel:  You  may  release t  on  the  22d  day  of  February  instant  the 
following-named  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  upon  their  engag- 
ing upon  their  honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the 
enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  •  *  * 
George  W.  Jones.  •  *  * 
Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Fort  Lafayette, 
New  York  Earbor,  February  22, 1862. 
We,  the  undersigned,  do  solemnly  promise  upon  our  word  of  honor 
that  we  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

GEO.  W.  JONES. 
[And  35  others.] 

Witness : 

HAEEY  0.  EGBEET, 

First  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Infantry. 


*Not  found.  - 

t  See  p.  240  for  Burke  to  Thomas,  notifying  him  of  tlie  release  of  36  prisoners, 
including  Jones,  in  accordance  with  this  order. 
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War  Depaktment,  Washington,  March  3, 1862. 
Hon.  James  W.  Grimes,  V.  8.  Senate. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of 
the  31st  nltimo*  and  its  inclosures  to  the  Secretary  of  State  asking  that 
copies  of  the  intercepted  letters  ot  George  W.  Jones,  of  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  may  be  furnished  to  you,  and  to  state  in  reply  that  for  reasons 
aflfectmg  the  public  welfare  he  feels  it  to  be  his  duty  respectfully  to 
decline  complying  with  your  request  at  the  present  time. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  March  31, 1862. 
Hon.  James  W.  Grimes,  Z7.  S.  Senate. 

Sir:  Tour  letter  of  this  datet  and  its  two  inclosures  relative  to  the 
intercepted  correspondence  of  Mr.  George  W.  Jones  has  been  duly 
received.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  subject 
shall  be  brought  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  all  these  papers 
were  transferred  t  on  Febniary  14, 1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  16, 1863. 
B.  E.  Meade,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  the  note  which  you  addressed  to  me  on  the 
14th  instant  informing  me  that  you  have  been  retained  by  George  W. 
Jones,  of  Iowa,  to  institute  proceedings  against  me  for  damages  growing 
out  of  his  recent  arrest  and  imprisonment,  and  in  consideration  of  cour- 
tesy and  mutual  convenience  suggest  that  if  it  should  be  agreeable  to 
me  1  might  refer  you  to  attorneys  in  New  York  who  could  enter  an 
appearance  for  me  and  thereby  dispense  with  personal  service  of  pro- 
cess. I  thank  you  very  sincerely  for  the  consideration  which  you  have 
manifested  in  this  respect,  and  pray  you  to  be  assured  that  it  is  duly 
appreciated. 

I  have  to  state  in  reply  to  your  suggestion  that  the  matter  involved 
is  an  official  one,  and  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  unite  or  favor  the  proceed- 
ings which  you  regard  it  as  your  duty  to  institute.  For  this  reason  I 
must  leave  you  to  conduct  the  affair  in  your  own  way.  Your  letter  is 
marked  personal,  which  is  very  proper  so  far  as  you  are  concerned,  but 
the  same  consideration  which  I  have  before  mentioned  has  obliged  me 
to  regard  it  as  a  public  one,  and  that  communication  together  with  this 
answer  has  thereupon  been  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  SEWAED. 


*  Not  found. 

t  Not  found.    None  of  the  papers  referred  to  can  be  found  among  the  records  in  Ihe 
War  Department. 
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Case  of  F.  M.  Ellis. 

Ellis  was  arrested  by  order  of  Major-General  McClellan  December  20, 
1861,  and  committed  to  the  Old  Cax)itol  Prison  on  the  charge  of  being 
a  spy.  The  only  information  on  lile  in  the  Department  of  State  relative 
to  Ellis  appears  as  an  indorsement  upon  a  returned  order  granting  per- 
mission tor  one  H.  D.  Turner  to  visit  the  prisoner,  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

Headquarters  City  Guard, 
Office  op  the  Provost-Marshal,  Washington,  January  16, 186^. 
Bespectfnlly  referred  to  Hon.  F.  W.  Sewarfl,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 
The  prisoner,  F.  M.  Ellis,  by  order  of  Major-General  McClellan,  is  being  held  in 
close  confinement  on  the  charge  of  being  a  spy  for  the  rebel  Government. 

A.  PORTEE, 
Brigadier-General  and  I'rovost-MarahaX. 

The  said  F.  M.  Ellis  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison 
February  15, 1862,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  War 
Department. — From  Record  Boole,  State  Department,  "  Arrests  for  Dis- 
loyalty.^ 

Headquarters  Provost-Marshal-General, 

Army  op  the  Potomac,  March  18,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  received  on  yesterday  from 
the  War  Department — it  being  referred  to  me  for  report — a  communi- 
cation signed  P.  M.  Ellis,  and  by  Ellis  addressed  to  yourself,  which 
I'ommuuication  I  return  herewith  appended;  that  in  the  case  of  F.  M. 
Ellis  I  have  to  report  that  in  September  last  Ellis  was  introduced  to  me 
by  General  E.  B.  Marcy,  chief  of  the  staff  of  Major-General  McClellan ; 
that  he  represented  himself  as  having  been  in  the  employment  of  Gen- 
eral Mansfield  in  the  secret  service  of  the  Government,  and  was  by  me 
employed  to  operate  in  Virginia  in  the  secret  service  of  General 
McClellan ;  that  at  the  time  I  employed  Ellis  in  the  early  part  of  Sep- 
tember he  was  not  possessed,  as  I  believe,  of  any  pecuniary  wealth,  but 
on  the  contrary  was  pressed  for  small  sums  for  everyday  purposes;  that 
within  the  short  space  of  about  three  months,  and  mostly  within  the 
time  of  his  last  trip  to  Virginia,  made  in  November,  he  became  suddenly 
possessed  of  nearly  $4,000,  which  I  found  upon  his  person  in  the  shape 
of  Treasury  notes  made  payable  to  his  own  order,  and  money;  that  he 
made  three  trips  to  Eichmond  while  in  my  employ,  declining  to  make 
another  after  he  had  returned  from  the  last  and  had  been  North  to  New 
York  City  and  State,  perfecting  as  he  represented  arrangements  to  go 
again  to  Eichmond;  that  he  declined  going  after  his  return  from  New 
York  in  November  because  he  considered  it  would  be  dangerous  for 
him  to  do  so,  about  which  he  said  nothing  on  his  return  from  Eichmond 
from  his  last  trip  but  the  contrary. 

That  on  the  first  trip  made  by  Ellis  to  Eichmond  he  became  acquainted 
with,  and,  if  his  own  report  can  be  credited,  was  taken  into  the  bosom 
of  confidence  by  the  leading  officers  at  Eichmond  of  the  rebel  Govern- 
ment, this  trip  being  made  in  the  month  of  September;  that  in  October 
last  he  made  a  second  trip  to  Eichmond,  taking  with  him  by  my  consent 
and  with  the  approbation  of  Secretaries  Seward  and  Chase  and  Major- 
General  McClellan  a  quantity  of  bank-note  paper  for  the  rebel  Govern- 
ment, as  by  supply  of  that  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  rebel 
GoTemment  EUis  could  better  deceive  them  as  to  bis  real  character, 
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and  thus  obtaiu  what  he  was  sent  for — the  most  interior  of  their  designs; 
that  on  the  starting  upon  his  third  trip  he  was  allowed  the  privilege  of 
taking  more  bank-note  paper  but  he  declined,  representing  that  he  had 
now  (then)  become  so  well  known  to  the  rebel  (iovernment,  and  the  privi- 
lege of  carrying  letters  to  and  fro  having  been  allowed  to  Ellis  (all  such 
letters  passing  through  and  being  examined  at  this  office)  that  he  did  not 
care  about  taking  bank-note  paper,  although  it  was  well  known  that  he 
could  sell  it  to  the  rebels  for  100  per  cent,  more  than  New  York  value, 
and  he  was  allowed  to  have  what  he  could  thus  make  besides  his  salary ; 
that  it  afterward  turned  out  that  his  object  for  so  declining  to  carry 
anything  which  had  my  approval  was  that  he  had  engaged  to  the  rebels 
to  carry  for  them  cases  of  surgical  instruments  and  other  articles  which 
he  did  carry  and  without  my  knowledge  and  which  he  could  not  have 
obtained  permission  to  carry  if  it  had  been  known  to  me. 

That  on  his  return  trip  from  Richmond  in  November  he  received 
various  sums  of  money  from  diflerent  persons  to  bring  North  to  their 
friends  and  bankers;  that  among  other  sums  received  he  was  intrusted 
by  Mr.  A.  H.  Herr,  of  Harper's  Ferry,  to  bring  to  Baltimore,  and  for 
bringing  which  he  received  of  Mr.  Herr  $10,  a  package  containing  the 
very  large  sum  of  $19,971;  that  instead  of  delivering  this  large  sum  as 
agreed  to  the  bankers  of  Mr.  Herr,  Baltimore,  Ellis  opened  the  package 
and  took  therefrom  all  which  was  in  a  convertible  shape,  such  as  cou- 
pons, &c.,  and  money,  appropriating  the  same  to  his  private  use,  retain- 
ing the  drafts  and  bills  of  exchange  which  were  payable  to  order  until 
he  was  arrested  some  twenty  days  after  his  declining  to  go  South  on 
the  fourth  trip;  that  said  Mr.  A.  H.  Herr  became  alarmed  about  his 
money,  it  being  nearly  all  he  was  worth,  and  went  from  Harper's  Ferry 
to  Baltimore  to  see  about  it;  that  being  a  Union  man  he  received  aid 
from  Major  Tyndale,  at  Sandy  Hook,  and  traced  Ellis  to  this  ofiSce,  where 
he  developed  to  me  the  fraud  of  Ellis;  that  upon  consultation  with 
General  McGlellan  his  arrest  was  ordered  and  Ellis  taken  into  custody, 
when  upon  his  person  were  found  the  notes,  drafts,  bills  of  exchange 
and  money  equal  to  the  amount  given  in  his  charge  by  Mr.  Herr,  and 
in  addition  about  $4,000  as  of  kinds  before  stated;  that  Ellis  was  placed 
in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison,  where  he  afterward  signed  an 
order  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Herr  the  drafts,  bills  of  exchange  and  money 
realized  from  the  sale  of  coupons,  &c.,  equal  in  amount  to  the  package 
given  by  Herr  to  Ellis  at  Harper's  Ferry— $19,971 ;  that  afterward  Ellis 
provided  for  the  payment  of  several  smaller  sums  which  he  had 
retained  from  other  persons  whose  friends  had  intrusted  Ellis  by 
allowing  me  to  sell  for  him  part  of  the  Treasury  notes  (which  he  claims 
in  the  communication  hereto  attached  was  invested  in  from  motives  of 
patriotism)  for  the  purpose  of  paying  over  the  money  in  the  several 
sums  thus  so  long  fraudulently  withheld;  that  Mr.  Herr  stated— which 

statement  was  made  in  writing,  and  is  now  on  file  in  this  oflBce that 

on  the  occasion  of  his  intrusting  Ellis  with  the  package  of  money  at  Har- 
per's Ferry  Ellis  told  him  that  he  was  going  to  return  back  to  Richmond 
where  he  had  been  offered  and  had  accepted  an  office  or  situation  of 
valuable  character  under  the  rebel  Government;  that  Herr  further 
stated  that  Ellis  said  to  him  on  the  same  occasion  that  his  friends  little 
knew  the  part  he  was  playing  in  this  "  grand  drama; "  that  Ellis  told 
him  that  that  was  his  fourteenth  trip  from  Washington  to  Richmond 
and  back ;  that  he  (Ellis)  had  heard  of  Herr  as  being  a  Union  man ;  that 
he  (Ellis)  had  no  doubt  of  the  final  success  of  the  South,  but  after  and 
not  without  a  desperate  struggle. 

That  Ellis  was  until  lately  and  for  some  time  a  resident  of  New  Hart- 
ford, N.  Y.,  near  Utica,  where  his  mother  and  sisters  residej  that  the 
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Rev,  H.  W,  Kead,  of  tbe  Treasury  Department,  was  from  New  Hartford 
and  has  relatives  there,  among  others  a  brother,  James  Bead,  who 
writes  to  his  brother  here  under  date  of  January  7  and  later  dates  saying 
that  when  Ellis  was  there  (New  Hartford)  last,  after  his  last  return  from 
Richmond,  he  was  boasting  how  much  more  he  had  made  out  of  the 
rebels  than  he  did  out  of  our  Government;  that  he  (Read)  thought  Ellis 
was  a  traitor  and  spy,  and  requesting  his  brother  in  the  Treasury 
Department  to  caution  the  President  as  Ellis  would  do  anything  for 
money. 

That  Ellis  as  I  have  since  learned  went  to  visit  our  camps  on  the 
Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac  at  two  different  times  just  before  starting 
to  Virginia  each  time,  which  act  of  his  was  strictly  and  constantly  for- 
bidden to  any  and  all  of  my  operatives  whose  field  of  action  was  within 
the  enemy's  lines,  leaving  no  doubt  upon  my  mind  that  Ellis  was  what 
he  has  acknowledged  himself  to  be— a  traitor  and  a  spy:  that  when  to 
his  own  admission  is  added  the  other  corroborating  testimony  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  Ellis  was  not  only  a  most  barefaced 
swindler  and  cheat  but  that  he  was  really  in  the  employ  of  the  rebel 
Government,  from  whom  he  must  by  his  own  showing  have  received 
large  sums  of  money ;  that  during  his  term  of  employment  by  me  had 
he  been  ever  so  prudent,  which  he  was  not  but  very  extravagant,  he 
could  not  have  legitimately  and  honestly  saved  over  $500;  that  as 
already  recited  he  entered  my  service  for  the  Government  in  September 
in  debt  and  without  any  money,  and  left  it  in  November  or  early  Decem- 
ber— having  made  large  expenditures  about  his  person  and  something 
for  his  friends— with  nearly  $4,000  in  his  pocket  besides  the  fraudulently- 
kept  money,  &c.,  of  Mr.  Herr,  $19,971. 

1  respectfully  submit  that  Ellis  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  men 
who  could  be  found,  and  the  interests  of  the  Government  sternly 
demand  that  he  should  be  held  while  the  rebellion  lasts,  and  that  he 
should  be  tried  for  the  gross  and  glaring  wrongs  and  traitorous  acts 
which  he  has  committed,  and  which  might  have  turned  the  destinies  of 
a  mighty  nation.  That  the  money  except  what  has  been  paid  out  for 
account  of  Mr.  Ellis  by  his  own  orders  and  the  amounts  paid  to  himself, 
together  with  the  Treasury  notes,  have  been  handed  over  to  the  super- 
intiendent  of  the  Old  Capitol  Prison,  William  P.  Wood,  esq. 

All  of  which  is  respectfiilly  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  March  27,  1862. 
E.  D.  Webster,  Secretary  of  Commission. 

Sir  :  Among  the  persons  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  on  sus- 
picion of  infidelity  to  the  Government  is  Mr.  P.  M.  Ellis.  He  is  a  towns- 
man of  mine,  and  came  here  last  summer  partly  on  my  recommendation 
to  engage  in  the  spy  service,  for  which  his  friends  deemed  he  had  a 
peculiar  fitness.  I  had  known  him  for  two  or  three  years  previous. 
His  character  for  loyalty,  integrity  and  morality  I  had  never  heard 
questioned  up  to  the  time  of  his  arrest.  He  served  some  time  under 
the  direct  orders  of  General  Mansfield  with  great  acceptability  and  use- 
fulness. He  was  subsequently  under  the  orders  of  Major  Allen,  and 
made  three  trips  to  Richmond  with  great  success.  He  was  desired  to 
go  the  fourth  time,  but  dechned  for  the  reason  that  he  did  not  deem  it 
safe  to  do  so.  He  was  soon  after  arrested  on  the  order  of  the  provost- 
marshal,  on  what  charge  neither  he  nor  I  ever  knew. 
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I  saw  Mr.  Ellis  frequently  while  be  was  iu  the  spy  service,  and  I 
never  observed  anything  in"his  conduct  which  could  justify  a  suspicion 
of  unfaithfulness  to  the  Government.  He  showed  me  his  private  papers 
after  his  last  return  from  Kichniond  which  he  had  collected  together  in 
a  scrap-book  to  preserve  as  a  relic  or  trophy  of  his  success.  This  he 
exhibited  freely  to  his  friends.  He  would  hardly  have  done  this  it  he 
thought  the  papers  it  contained  would  furnish  any  evidence  of  treason- 
able conduct.  That  book  taken  in  connection  with  the  reports  he  made 
from  time  to  time  to  the  secret-service  department  will  I  think  furnish 
conclusive  evidence  of  his  innocence.  In  his  behalf  I  ask  that  he  may 
have  a  speedy  examination.  He  has  relatives  in  New  Hartford,  Jn  .  Y., 
among  others  a  mother-in-law  of  infirm  age,  who  are  dependent  on  him 
in  a  measure  for  su])port.  If  he  is  innocent,  as  I  believe  he  is,  he  should 
have  the  earliest  opportunity  to  vindicate  himself.  As  you  have  known 
me  well  for  many  years  I  need  not  furnish  any  references  as  to  my 
character. 

Yours,  truly, 

'  E.  A.  SHBEMAN. 

[Indorsement. } 

1  need  hardly  say  that  I  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  judgment 
of  General  Sherman.    He  knows  thoroughly  the  facts  which  he  states. 

E.  CONKLING. 


Commission  Eelating  to  Political  Pkisoners, 

Washington,  March  28,  1862. 

W.  P.  Wood,  Esq.,  Superintendent,  <&c.,  Washington. 

Sir:  You  may  discharge  Frank  M.  Ellis,  a  prisoner  confined  in  the 
Old  Capitol  Military  Prison,  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  engaging  that  he  will  return  to 
the  State  of  New  York  and  will  remain  in  said  State  or  the  New  Eng- 
land States  and  will  not  leave  the  same  without  permission  from  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAEDS  PIEEEBPONT, 

Commissioners. 


I,  Frank  M.  Ellis,  of  New  Hartford,  N.  Y.,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I 
will  support,  protect  and  defend  the  Union  and  Constitution  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  as  established  by  that  Constitution 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolu- 
tion or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding;  and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination, 
pledge  and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  what- 
ever; and  farther  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties 
which  may  be  required  of  me  by  law.  So  help  me  God.  And  that  I  will 
return  to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  will  remain  in  said  State  or  the 
New  England  States  and  will  not  leave  the  same  without  permission 
from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

FEANK  M.  ELLIS. 

Bwom  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  March,  1862. 

EDWAEDS  PIBREEPONT. 
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Case  of  Michael  Thompson  and  Lewis  L.  McArthnr. 

Michael  Thompson*  was  arrested  in  Washington  December  21, 1861, 
by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Porter,  provost-marshal,  and  committed 
to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  The  charges  against  Thompson  were  that 
he  was  a  spy;  that  he  was  closely  connected  with  the  principal  rebel 
sympathizers  and  spies  in  Washington;  that  he  has  been  engaged  in 
sending  important  information  of  a  itiilitary  and  naval  character  to  the 
rebels,  and  that  plans  for  ciphers  evidently  concocted  by  him  with  ref- 
erence to  a  continuance  of  such  treasonable  practices  were  found  in  his 
possession.  The  said  Micbael  Thompson  remained  in  custody  at  the 
Old  Capitol  Prison  in  Washington  February  15,  1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  an  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he 
was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

This  person  [Lewis  L.  McArthurJ  was  arrested  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
December  21, 1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  committed 
to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  He  was  charged  with  being  implicated 
with  one  Michael  Thompson  of  Washington  in  collecting  and  forward- 
ing information  for  the  benefit  of  the  insurgents.  Fourteen  letters 
found  on  board  of  the  captured  schooner  Lucretia  addressed  to  persons 
in  the  insurrectionary  States  were  proven  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of 
McArthnr,  and  a  rebel  flag  was  found  concealed  in  his  trunk.  The 
said  Lewis  Linn  McArthur  remained  in  custody  in  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the 
War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge 
of  that  Department. — From  Record  Book,  State  Department,  ^^ Arrests 
for  Disloyalty.'^ 


Washington  City,  D.  C,  December  21, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  To-day  I  was  arrested  and  am  now  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol 
as  a  prisoner  of  state.  Since  coming  here  I  have  received  intelligence 
that  a  secession  flag  was  found  in  my  trunk.  I  deem  it  prudent  to 
make  the  following  statement  in  order  that  the  matter  may  be  made 
clear :  When  the  seceded  States  first— or  about  that  period — attempted 
to  establish  their  own  government  I  was  at  Irving  College,  Manchester, 
Md.  A  number  of  the  students  requested  me  to  make  a  flag  in  order 
that  it  might  be  displayed  to  the  public.  I  complied  with  their  request, 
made  the  flag  and  hoisted  the  flag  in  the  campus.  The  president  of  the 
college  ordered  me  to  take  it  down.  I  obeyed  and  since  that  time 
the  flag  has  been  lying  in  my  trunk,  only  two  persons  having  seen  it 
since.  M.  Thompson  saw  it  but  once  and  then  he  ordered  me  to  destroy 
it.  It  was  a  relic  to  me  and  I  refused  to  obey.  He  doubtless  supposed 
1  had  destroyed  it.  I  never  intended  to  use  the  flag  for  any  rebellious 
puri)ose8.  I  am,  sir,  perfectly  willing  to  make  oath  to  the  above  state 
nient  if  need  be. 

Trusting  that  your  honor  may  promptly  receive  and  duly  weigh  this 
statement,  I  remain  your  verv  humble  servant, 

LEWIS  LINN  MOAETHUR. 


'  In  connection  with  these  cases  see  case  of  Mrs.  Greenhpw,  p.  561,  et  aeq. 
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Hdqks.  City  Guard,  Peovost-Maeshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  9,  1862. 
Brig.  Geu.  A.  Poetee,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Geneeal:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  December  21,  1861, 
Michael  Thompson,  attorney  at  law  of  this  city,  was  arrested  and  con- 
fined in  the  Old  Capitol  under  the  following  circumstances:  On  the 
arrest  of  Mrs.  E.  Greenhow  August  23, 1861,  the  fragments  of  a  note 
to  her  from  one  G.  Donellan  were  found  iu  her  stove,  which  showed  that 
it  had  but  recently  been  destroyed.  This  Donellan  had  formerly  been 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  He  was  then 
engaged  with  her  in  forwarding  treasonable  communications  to  the 
rebels  and  is  now  iu  one  of  the  departments  of  the  rebel  Government 
at  Bichmond.    A  copy  of  the  above  note  is  subjoined : 

Pkivate.]  Satukday  Morning,  July  SO,  1861. 

Mrs.  K.  Greenhow,  Present. 

Madam:  I  depart  this  morning  regretting  my  inopportune  absence;  however, 
there  is  something  to  convey  which  I  trust  may  prove  valuable  at  least.  Colonel 
Thompson,  the  bearer,  a  true  South  Carolina  gentleman,  will  be  happy  to  take  from 
your  hand  any  communication  and  obey  your  injunction  as  to  disposition  of  same 
with  dispatch.  It  may  not  be  too  late  immediately  you  return  to  ascertain  some- 
thing important  regarding  the  movements  of  tbe  two  or  three  next  succeeding  days, 
and  I  apprehend  there  will  be  something  worth  dispatching.  Colonel  T[hompson] 
will  verbally  inform  you  of  the  extent  of  my  information  now  and  what  I  conjecture 
will  be  done  in  order  to  acquaint  you  of  what  will  be  communicated. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  DONELLAN. 

On  finding  the  above  letter  I  perceived  the  necessity  of  ascertaining 
who  Colonel  Thompson  was,  and  consequently  directed  operations  to 
this  end,  detailing  one  of  my  operatives  to  attend  to  this.  In  the 
investigations  thus  rendered  necessary  my  operative  became  acquainted 
with  a  Mrs.  Phelps,  from  whose  own  avowals  to  him  proof  was  obtained 
of  her  treasonable  sentiments  and  intentions.  She  also  expressed  her- 
self particularly  anxious  to  apprise  the  Charleston  people  of  the  sup- 
posed destination  of  Du  Pout's  fleet.  Our  operative,  passing  himself 
as  a  Georgia  secessionist,  said  he  would  make  a  determined  effort  to 
convey  said  information,  and  that  he  should  succeed  if  she  would  intro- 
duce him  to  some  of  our  friends  here  who  were  right  on  Dixie.  She 
replied  that  Col.  Michael  Thompson,  a  South  Carolina  lawyer  in  her 
confidence,  was  all  right.  She  offered  personally  to  introduce  our 
operative  to  him,  which  the  latter  declining  she  gave  him  a  letter  of 
introduction,  telling  him  to  speak  plain  to  Thompson  as  he  (Thompson) 
could  be  trusted. 

Shortly  afterward  our  operative  was  informed  by  Mrs.  Phelps  that 
Mr.  Thompson  was  very  anxious  to  see  him  and  had  asked  her  if  she 
was  sure  her  Georgia  friend  (my  operative)  was  not  a  spy  on  them, 
"as,"  said  Mr.  Thompson,  "the  Government  detectives  are  trying  all 
those  games."  He  also  remarked  that  she  ought  to  be  very  careful 
whom  she  trusted,  &c.  Not  deeming  it  policy  at  that  time  that  my 
operative  should  thus  become  personally  acquainted  with  Thompson  an 
excuse  was  at  that  time  made  to  Mrs.  Phelps  setting  forth  the  urgent 
necessity  of  my  operative  to  return  South,  and  with  expressions  of  deep 
regret  on  his  part  that  he  could  not  at  that  time  become  acquainted 
with  Col.  Michael  Thompson  he  left  Mrs.  Phelps  on  his  supposed  return 
to  the  rebel  States. 

llaviug  thus  found  that  Michael  Thompson,  attorney  at  law,  432  G 
street,  was  to  be  relied  on  as  safe  to  talk  witli  on  treasonnble  subjects 
and  also  for  forwarding  corresponthMnc  with  the  rebels  the  couclusiou 
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was  easily  arrived  at  that  he  was  identical  with  Colonel  Thompson,  the 
South  Carolina  gentleman  spoken  of  in  the  letter  previously  inserted  in 
this  report  from  G.  Donellan  to  Mrs.  E.  Greenhow.  "Shadows"  were 
consequently  placed  upon  his  person,  and  this  process  soon  developed 
his  close  and  intimate  conoection  with  all  the  active  and  leading  rebel 
sympathizers  in  this  city,  among  whom  were  W.  T.  Smithson  (alias 
Charles  E.  Cables),  Doctor  Van  Camp,*  Lewis  L.  McArthur,  &c. 

On  the  19th  of  December  last  the  Navy  Department  sent  to  this 
office  a  package  of  letters  taken  from  the  schooner  Lucretia.  Evidence 
has  been  adduced  proving  that  said  package  was  to  be  sent  within 
the  enemy's  lines  at  the  first  opportunity.  In  this  package  were  found 
letters  from  the  said  Michael  Thompson  to  parties  in  the  rebel  States 
to  wit :  Martin  Wallace,  Young's  Store,  Laurens  District,  S.  C. ;  Jesse 
Thompson,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  Dr.  C.  P.  Woodruff,  Woodruff's  Post- 
OfiBce,  Spartanburg  District,  S.  C;  Franklin  Thompson,  esq.,  Lamar, 
Marshall  County,  Miss.;  Ellis  Thompson,  esq.,  Young's  Store,  Laurens 
District,  S.  C. ;  Messrs.  Young  &  Simpson,  Laurens  Court-House,  S.  C, 
signed  with  his  initials  in  cipher;  William  A.  Maury,  esq.,  attorney  at 
law,  Eichniond,  Va.;  two  letters,  one  signed  in  cipher  (M.  Thompson); 
General  Jacob  P.  Chase,  Warrenton,  Fauquier  County,  Va.;  Messrs. 
Newton  &  Hall,  attorneys  at  law,  Bastrop,  La. ;  Messrs.  Matthews  & 
McFee,  Bastrop,  La.;  Messrs.  Barrow  &  Pope,  Baton  Eouge,  La.: 
F.  B.  Stubbs,  esq.,  Monroe,  La.;  W.  A.  Compton,  esq.,  attorney  at 
law,  Bastrop,  La.;  agreement  to  procure  land  patent  for  Margaret 
O.  Kilkreuse,  Carroll  Parish,  La.;  four  certificates  for  land  patents 
addressed  to  different  persons  South. 

Eight  of  the  preceding  letters,  the  agreement  and  certificates,  were 
inclosed  in  a  cloth  envelope  directed  to  William  A.  Maury,  attorney  at 
law,  Eichmond,  Va.  Five  letters  inclosed  checks  payable  to  William 
A.  Maury.  William  A.  Maury  is  a  cousin  and  son-in-law  of  Lieutenant 
Maury,  late  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and  a  brother  of  Eutson  J\Iaury,t 
arrested  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  the  act  of  taking  a  mail  to  the  rebel 
States,  now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.  In  the  letter  in  the  above  list 
addressed  to  his  brother,  Jesse  Thompson,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Michael 
Thompson  narrates  the  circumstances  of  his  nephew's  leaving  his  law 
office  to  enter  the  rebel  army  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  no  doubt  as 
to  his  secession  proclivities.  Though  cautiously  worded  the  undercur- 
rent is  obvious  throughout.  Occasionally  it  rises  to  the  surface,  as 
when  he  writes  of  the  "outrages  perpetrated  upon  the  Confederate 
prisoners  in  this  city,"  and  of  his  nephew  leaving  for  Virginia  "  one  fine 
Sunday  morning,  remarking  that  he  would  return  in  company  with 
Beauregard  and  Davis  if  he  did  not  get  killed."  Though  knowing  his 
nephew's  intention  to  leave  he  took  no  efficient  measures  to  prevent 
their  being  carried  out.  In  the  letter  addressed  Franklin  Thompson, 
esq.,  Lamar,  Miss.,  he  asks,  "  Where  is  your  son  who  so  nobly  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  battle  of  Fort  Sumter?"  In  the  package  of 
letters  thus  seized  were  several  addressed  to  persons  in  the  rebel  States 
in  which  treasonable  sentiments  were  avowed  and  important  military 
information  contained. 

Subsequently  to  his  arrest  on  being  examined  at  this  office  he  abso- 
lutely refused  to  state  who  were  the  parties  engaged  in  carrying  these 
mails  to  the  rebel  States,  or  to  whom  he  delivered  these  letters  to  be 
conveyed  South.  On  his  examination  at  this  office  lie  refused  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  (government.    After  his  arrest  his  person, 

*  See  case  of  Van  Cam]),  ]>.  561. 
t  See  case  of  Maury,  p.  1041. 
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house  and  oflBce  were  searched  and  the  following  treasonable  documents 
obtained,  to  wit:  A  letter  from  G.  Donellan  (mentioned  at  the 
commencement  of  this  paper)  addressed  to  said  Thompson,  proving  the 
writer  and  recipient  to  be  on  intimate  terms.  When  examined  at  this 
office  Mr.  Thompson  admitted  that  he  was  an  acquaintance  of  Donellan. 
In  the  desk  of  Lewis  L.  McArthur,  a  law  student  and  confidential  clerk 
of  Thompson's,  was  found  secreted  a  plan  for  a  new  cipher,  in  tlie 
handwriting  of  Mr.  McArthur,  signed  by  Thompson  in  cipher  ^g  ^J. 
The  object  of  certain  signs  used  in  this  cipher  is  stated  to  be — 

To  mislead  and  confound  the  impertinent  scoundrel  into  whose  hands  it  might 
improperly  fall,  and  who  might  desire  to  read,  decipher,  understand  and  pry  into 
State  and  individual  secrets.  I  think  this  the  easiest  alphabet  for  us,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  most  difficult  for  the  enemy  to  decipher. 

Many  of  the  characters  contained  in  the  ciphers  found  in  Thompson's 
house  are  similar  to  the  characters  in  the  cipher  used  by  Mrs.  Greenhow 
in  her  correspondence  with  the  rebels.  There  was  also  found  in  the 
possession  of  Thompson  other  letters  of  which  the  following  are  extracts  : 

Washington,  July  18, 1861. 
My  Dear  Mrs.  Thompson: 

Please  say  to  your  husband  that  from  the  morning  papers  and  the  extra  Star  just 
being  circulated  the  Southern  Army  were  not  apprised  of  the  marching  orders  of 
General  Scott,  who  by  the  by  forwards  7,000  axes  to  clear  a  road  in  the  rear  of 
Beauregard.  I  send  you  the  extra  Star,  as  you  may  not  have  yet  obtained  it. 
General  Lee  taught  General  Scott  to  survey  roads  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  forts  in 
Mexico.  This  strategy  may  be  resorted  to  by  Scott  now  if  Beauregard  is  unaware 
that  15,000  men  have  already  advanced  in  his  rear.  A  good  sober-minded  Phila- 
delphiau  was  ravine  at  our  house  this  morning  about  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  I  soon 
jerked  off  the  mask  that  conceals  naked  covetousness,  and  he  assured  me  that  the 
Nortli  had  no  institution  to  bind  them  together  while  the  South  had  the  threefold 
cord  of  slavery ;  therefore  the  North  would  be  utterly  disintegrated  if  secession  was 
tolerated  at  all. 

Affectionately, 

M.  H.  S. 

From  the  handwriting  of  this  letter  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the 

writer  is  Mrs.  Henry  S.  Schoolcraft. 

December  12,  1861. 
Colonel  Empty  : 

Barely  time  to  write  a  wordor  two ;  to  delay  were  to  run  hazard  of  delay  of  a  week. 
I  shall  only  say  what  I'  have  said  before;  all  that  yon  do  and  that  our  good  friend 
has  done  are  understood  in  the  right  quarter  and  appreciated.  I  had  hoped  to  be  able 
to  write  him  a  full  business  letter,  but  the  messenger  has  come  for  my  letters  before 
I  am  ready.  I  inclose  a  cipher ;  as  you  will  perceive  it  is  different  from  yours.  Yours 
even  can  be  used  on  same  principle.  The  trouble  and  risk  of  yours  was  the  rep- 
etition of  the  same  character  in  the  same  word,  by  means  of  which  any  character 
cipher  can  always  be  worked  out.  This  risk  I  obviate.  I  hope  it  will  reach  you  all 
safely. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

THOMAS  JOHN  RAYFOED.* 

In  short  the  evidence  in  this  case  substantiates  the  following  facts : 
That  he  has  endeavored  to  create  among  rebels  false  impressions  con- 
cerning our  treatment  of  rebel  prisoners,  thereby  increasing  the  ani- 
mosity felt  toward  this  Government  by  its  deluded  citizens  and 
stimulating  their  resistance  to  legitimate  authority;  that  he  was  privy 
to  his  nephew  leaving  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  rebel  army, 
but  though  perfectly  able  to  do  so  took  no  means  to  prevent  his  inten- 
tions being  carried  out;  that  he  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance- 
that  he  is  closely  connected  with  the  principal  rebel  sympathizers  and 
spies  in  this  city,  such  as  William  Smithson,  Doctor  Van  Oamp,  Mrs. 

*  Thomas  .Tohn  Rayford  was  in  fact  Col.  Thomas  Jordan,  of  the  Confederate  Armv 
See  p.  564,  case  of  Mrs.  Greenhow.  " 
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Phelps  and  Mrs.  Greenhow,  and  also  with  other  rebel  emissaries  who  were 
in  this  city  but  are  now  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  such  as  G.Donellan: 
that  he  is  strongly  recommended  by  them  as  a  safe,  confidential  and 
reliable  agent  for  carrying  out  their  treasonable  designs,  especially  for 
sending  important  military  and  naval  information  to  rebels;  that  ac- 
cordingly he  has  been  engaged  in  sending  such  information,  and  that 
plans  for  ciphers  evidently  concocted  by  him  with  reference  to  continu- 
ing such  treasonable  practices  were  found  in  his  possession;  that, 
bound  as  he  is  to  the  insurgent  States  by  every  tie  of  blood,  of  honor, 
of  sentiment,  of  society  and  of  interest  both  personal  and  political, — a 
man  of  subtle  intellect,  finished  education,  practical  energy,  polished 
manners  and  attractive  address, — he  is  too  dangerous  to  be  permitted 
to  go  at  large  conveying  important  information  to  that  enemy  which 
we  keep  an  army  in  the  field  to  subdue.  I  therefore  respectftilly  recom- 
mend as  a  military  necessity  that  Michael  Thompson  be  kept  in  close 
confinement  until  the  conclusion  of  the  wax. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


Hdqes.  City  Guard,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  JD.  C,  January  9, 1862.    (Received  11th.) 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington,  D.  C. 

General  :  In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Hon.  William  H. 
Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  directed  to  yon  and  requesting  you  to 
report  on  the  case  of  Lewis  Linn  McArthur,  law  student  and  confiden- 
tial clerk  of  Michael  Thompson,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the 
said  McArthur  was  arrested  and  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  under  the 
following  circumstances,  to  wit : 

When  engaged  in  the  arrest  of  Michael  Thompson  on  December  21, 
1861,  my  operative  noticed  the  similarity  of  some  writing  on  the  desk 
of  his  law  student  (McArthur)  to  certain  treasonable  correspondence 
signed  by  Michael  Thompson  found  on  the  steamer  Lncretia  in  course 
of  transmission  to  the  rebel  States.  McArthnr  on  being  asked  if  the 
said  writing  was  his  replied  in  the  affirmative,  on  which  his  arrest  was 
immediately  eftected.  An  examination  of  the  correspondence  above 
mentioned  demonstrated  that  fourteen  of  the  letters  found  on  board  the 
Lucretia  and  directed  to  parties  in  the  rebel  States  were  in  the  hand- 
writing of  McArthur,  signed  by  Michael  Thompson,  their  contents  being 
unquestionably  treasonable.  On  searching  McArthur's  desk  a  i)nper 
was  found  in  his  handwriting  signed  by  Thompson  in  cipher  (3.  t/)— 
a  plan  for  a  new  cipher.  The  object  of  certain  signs  used  in  it  is  stated 
to  be — 

To  mialead  and  confound  the  impertinent  scoundrel  into  whose  hands  it  might 
improperly  fall  and  who  might  desire  to  read,  decipher,  understand  and  pry  Into 
State  and  individual  secrets.  I  think  this  the  easiest  alphabet  for  us,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  most  difficult  for  the  enemy  to  decipher. 

On  a  search  of  McArthur's  trunk  a  rebel  flag  was  found  therein. 
The  following  extracts  are  from  two  unfinished  drafts  found  in  his  desk 
in  his  handwriting  addressed  to  his  grandfather: 

I  hope,  however,  that  this  state  of  things  will  soon  change.  Indeed  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  great  political  developments  which  will  put  a 
veto  on  this  war  and  hnrl  the  abolition  fanatics  from  their  thrones.  The  ultras  will 
carry  the  day  in  Congress  and  the  issue  of  this  war  will  be  slavery  or  no  slavery. 
The  masses  of  the  people  will  never  acquiesce  in  that. 
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This  draft  goes  no  farther.  In  the  other  draft  we  are  informed  that 
the  country  is — 

"Rent  with  civil  feuds  and  drenched  with  fraternal  hlood,''  all  through  the  fanat- 
icism of  the  highest  officers  of  the  civil  Government.  Pride,  reverence,  patriotism 
and  even  policy  are  all  set  aside  in  order  that  the  "liberty  of  the  white  man  may  be 
swallowed  up  in  that  of  the  negro." 

All  of  which  in  plain  language  means  this,  that  the  highest  officers  of 
the  Government  are  abolition  fanatics;  that  they  will  be  hurled  from 
their  thrones  or  expelled  from  ofBce;  that  the  people  will  not  support 
the  war,  which  will  necessitate  the  demands  of  the  rebels  to  be  complied 
with.    This  is  the  change  for  which  he  hopes. 

From  the  preceding  facts  I  infer  that  McArthur's  sympathies  and 
sentiments  are  without  a  doubt  treasonable,  and  that  from  the  fact  that 
his  employer  and  friend  Thompson,  who  was  actively  engaged  in  col- 
lecting and  forwarding  information  of  the  movements  of  our  armies  to 
the  rebels,  had  confidence  sufficient  in  McArthur's  devotion  to  the  rebel 
interests  to  intrust  him  with  the  responsible  position  of  amanuensis  or 
confidential  clerk,  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  McArthur  had  full 
knowledge  of  the  criminal  correspondence  and  proceedings  of  M.  Thomp- 
son, A.  Van  Camp,  G.  Donellan,  Mrs.  B.  O'N.  Greenhow,  Mrs.  Phelps, 
W.  T.  Suiithson  (alias  Charles  E.  Cables)  and  other  rebel  spies  and 
emissaries,  and  was  privy  to  and  cognizant  of  their  designs,  and  that  to 
the  full  extent  of  his  ability  and  opportunities  he  has  aided  and  assisted 
in  their  treasonable  operations.  That  his  opinions  and  personal  rela- 
tions are  such  that  he  would  if  permitted  undoubtedly  continue  this 
treasonable  course.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that 
Lewis  L.  McArthur  be  kept  in  close  confinement  until  the  termination 
of  the  war,  or  until  our  armies  are  so  far  advanced  that  he  can  do  no 
injury  to  this  Government. 

I  herewith  inclose  his  application  to  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State,  which  the  latter  requests  to  be  returned  to  that 
Department  accompanied  by  your  report  on  the  same. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEK 

[Memoranduiu.] 

General  Porter,  provost-marshal,  advises  McArthur  be  kept  in  con- 
finement until  the  close  of  the  war  to  suppress  the  rebellion. 


Hdqbs.  City  Guard,  Pbovost-Maeshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  24,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost- Marshal,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Generai,  :  On  January  9, 1862, 1  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  on 
the  case  of  Michael  Thompson,  in  which  I  recommended  that  "as  a 
military  necessity  Michael  Thompson  should  be  kept  in  close  confine- 
ment until  the  conclusion  of  the  war."  Under  the  date  of  January  2'2 
the  Secretary  of  State  makes  the  inquiry  of  you  whether  since  the 
above  report  was  made  any  reason  had  been  discovered  for  modifying 
the  recommendation  therein  made.  So  far  from  any  such  reason  hav- 
ing been  discovered  additional  evidence  has  been  received  at  this  office 
since  the  above  report  was  made  proving  beyond  a  reasoTiable  doubt 
that  Michael  Thompson  has  been  in  direct  co-operation  and  complicity 
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with  the  most  notorious  and  influential  traitors  and  spies.  In  justice 
therefore  to  this  Government,  whose  whole  energies  and  resources  are 
taxed  to  put  down  this  rebellion;  in  justice  to  the  men  composing  our 
Army  who  have  sacrificed  all  the  amenities  and  comforts  of  life  and  at 
great  pecuniary  and  personal  sacrifice  have  come  forward  to  offer  all 
they  have,  even  life  itself,  for  that  which  to  them  is  dearer  than  life;  in 
justice  to  the  people  at  large  who  have  shrunk  from  no  sacrifice  required 
of  them  in  the  faith  that  means  thus  furnished  would  be  unsparingly 
used  for  the  punishment  of  traitors  and  consequent  suppression  of 
treason,  I  cannot  recommend  that  such  efforts  should  be  neutralized 
and  such  sacrifices  of  millions  made  useless  by  a  mistaken  clemency  to 
a  few  proved  traitors  and  spies.  I  can  therefore  only  reiterate  more 
strongly  my  previous  recommendation  that  as  a  military  necessity 
Michael  Thompson  be  kept  in  close  confinement  until  the  conclusion 
of  the  war. 

I  herewith  inclose  the  application  of  J.  V.  Douglass  to  the  Hon. 
William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  which  the  latter  requests  to  be 
returned  to  that  Department  accompanied  by  your  report  on  the  same. 

All  of  which  is  duly  submitted. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


Case  of  the  Crew  of  the  Royal  Yacht. 

Thomas  Chubb  was  arrested  on  board  the  rebel  armed  schooner 
Royal  Yacht,  which  was  captured  by  the  TJ.  S.  frigate  Santee  in  Gal- 
veston Bay,  he  being  one  of  the  crew  of  that  schooner.  Having  been 
sent  to  New  York  Chubb  with  his  companions  who  were  captured 
at  the  same  time  was  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  Decem- 
ber 23, 1861,  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke 
reported  by  letter  February  4,  1862,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  that 
"Chubb  of  the  Eoyal  Yacht  has  been  released  on  his  parole  of  honor 
by  order  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy." 

H.  N.  Duble  was  arrested  on  board  the  rebel  armed  schooner  Royal 
Yacht,  which  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  frigate  Santee  in  Galveston 
Bay  November  8, 1861.  Having  been  sent  to  New  York  Duble  with  the 
crew  of  tbe  Royal  Yacht  was  committed  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  dated  December  23, 1861,  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Duble  was  charged 
with  disloyalty  to  tbe  United  States  Government  and  with  being  in 
active  sympathy  with  the  rebels.  The  said  H.  N.  Duble  remained  in 
Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of 
the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department. 

Ira  G.  Rogers  was  arrested  on  board  the  rebel  armed  schooner  Eoyal 
Yacht,  which  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  frigate  Santee,  he  being  one  of 
the'  (Tew  of  that  schooner.  Having  been  sent  to  New  York  Rogers 
with  the  balance  of  the  crew  captured  at  the  same  time  was  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  dated  December  23,  1861,  committed  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated 
February  1, 1862,  directingColonel  Burke,  commandingatFort  Lafayette, 
to  release  Rogers  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  was  accord- 
ingly released  February  6,  1862. 
83  B  R — SBIIIES  II,  VOL  II 
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Ambrose  Snow  was  arrested  on  board  the  rebel  armed  schooner  Eoyal 
Yacht,  which  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  frigate  Santee  in  Galveston 
Bay,  he  being  one  of  the  crew  of  that  schooner.  Having  been  sent  to 
Few  Tork  Snow  with  his  companions  who  were  captured  at  the  same 
time  was  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  December  23, 1861, 
committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  The  said  Ambrose  Snow  remained  in 
custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with 
the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

Joseph  F.  Frisbee  was  arrested  on  board  the  rebel  armed  schooner 
Eoyal  Yacht,  which  was  captured  in  Galveston  Bay  by  the  U.  S.  frigate 
Santee,  he  being  one  of  the  crew  of  that  schooner.  Having  been  sent 
to  New  York  Frisbee  was  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated 
December  23, 1861,  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  remained  in 
custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 1862,  when  he  was  transferred 
to  the  charge  of  the  War  Department, 

John  E.  Davidson  was  captured  on  board  the  rebel  armed  schooner 
Eoyal  Yacht,  which  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  frigate  Santee  in  Gal- 
veston Bay  November  8, 1861.  Having  been  sent  to  New  York  Davidson 
together  with  the  balance  of  the  crew  was  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette 
December  23, 1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State. — From  Becord 
Book,  State  Department,  '^^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty. ^^ 


Commission  Eelating  to  State  Prisoners, 

Neio  York,  April  10,  1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Maetin  Bueke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor. 
Colonel:  You  will  please  transfer  the  following  prisoners,  viz: 
Thomas  C.  Saunders,  James  S.  Hughes,  George  Baker,  George  Hale, 
John  Greenough,  J.  Kelly,  Joseph  D,  Smith,  Eobert  Eedman,  from  the 
list  of  state  prisoners  to  that  of  prisoners  of  war. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAEDS  PIEEEEPONT, 

Commissioners. 


Commission  Eelating  to  State  Peisonees, 

New  York,  April  10,  1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Maetin  Bueke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor. 
Colonel  :  You  will  please  transfer  the  name  of  Henry  N.  Duble  from 
the  list  of  state  prisoners  to  that  of  prisoners  of  war. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAEDS  PIEEEEPONT, 


Wae  Depaetment,  Washington,  May  31,  1862. 
H.  N.  Dttble,  Prisoner  of  War,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

SiE :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  26th  instant  asking  to  be  paroled  in  order  that  vou 
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may  effect  your  exchange,  and  to  inform  you  that  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  a  general  exchauge  of  prisoners  which  precludes  the 
necessity  of  special  action  in  your  case. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Cases  of  Mrs.  G.  V.  Baxley  and  Septimus  Brown. 

Mrs.  Baxley*  was  arrested  in  Baltimore  about  the  30th  of  December, 
1861,  by  Deputy  Provost -Marshal  McPhail  and  committed  to  the 
Greenhow  Prison  in  Washington  and  from  thence  conveyed  to  the  Old 
Capitol.  She  was  charged  with  being  a  spy  and  with  having  lately 
been  to  Bichmond,  Va.,  with  letters  to  Jefferson  Davis  and  others. 
When  arrested  concealed  upon  her  person  were  found  numerous  letters 
which  she  brought  from  Richmond;  also  a  commission  appointing  a 
Doctor  Brown,  of  Baltimore,  a  surgeon  in  the  rebel  army.  John  L. 
Brown  writing  from  headquarters  of  General  Franklin's  division,  near 
Alexandria,  Va.,  January  2, 1862,  says  of  Mrs.  Baxley:  "This  woman 
is  the  strongest  kind  of  a  secessionist.  She  made  her  brags  to  me  some 
five  months  ago  that  she  had  sent  some  200  guns  to  the  Southern 
army."  In  numerous  letters  addressed  by  Mrs.  Baxley  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  since  her  imprisonment  she  admits  having  carried  the 
letters  above  referred  to  to  Jefferson  Davis,  and  refers  to  the  communi- 
cations with  General  Winder,  Mr.  Benjamin  and  other  leading  rebel 
authorities,  and  admits  having  procured  the  commission  for  Doctor 
Brown  by  personal  application,  and  as  a  consideration  or  reward  for 
the  safe  conveyance  of  letters,  &c.,  to  the  chief  of  the  rebel  Govern- 
ment. The  said  Mrs.  G.  V.  Baxley  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old 
Capitol  in  Washington  February  15, 1862,  when  she  was  transferred  to 
the  charge  of  the  War  Department. — From  Record  Boole,  State  Depart- 
ment, ^'■Arrests  for  Disloyalty.''^ 


Headqtjaktees,  Baltimore,  December  29, 1861. 
Col.  W.  W.  MoREis,  Commanding  Fort  McHenry. 

Colonel  :  Please  receive  and  retain  in  custody  as  a  prisoner  Dr. 
Septimus  Brown. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Dix : 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 

Major  and  Aide-deCamp. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  December  30, 1861. 
General  R.  B.  Marcy,  Chief  of  Staff. 

General:  In  tlie  temporary  absence  of  Major-General  Dix  I  have 
the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  letter  to  Brigadier-General  Porter  sent 
with  the  prisoner,  Mrs.  Baxley,  this  afternoon.  Among  other  papers 
found  on  the  person  of  Mrs.  Baxley  and  which  have  been  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Porter  is  a  commission  as  surgeon  in  the  rebel  army  for  Dr.  Septi- 
mus Brown,  of  this  city.  The  journal  kept  by  Mrs.  Baxley  and  which 
is  also  among  the  papers  sent  to  General  Porter  is  in  the  form  of  a  daily 

*  In  connection  with  this  case  see  case  of  Mrs.  Greenhow,  p.  561,  ei  seq. 
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letter  to  this  Septimus  Brown  and  would  clearly  indicate  the  obtaining 
of  this  commission  as  the  great  object  of  her  journey  to  Eichmond. 
Doctor  Brown*  has  been  arrested  and  is  now  in  the  custody  of  Colonel 
Morris  at  Fort  McHeury. 

What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  Army  in 
reference  to  him  ?  There  is  no  evidence  that  he  sought  the  commission. 
He  does  not  seemingly  come  within  the  action  of  the  circular  order  of 
the  Headquarters  of  the  Army  of  December  16  as  he  has  neither  come 
nor  been  brought  into  our  lines  from  Virginia. 
I  am,  resnectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 

[Incloaore  ] 

Hbadquaetebs,  Baltimore,  December  30,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Portek,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General:  In  compliance  with  special  instructions  this  day  received 
from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army  I  send  to  you  as  a  prisoner  to  be 
held  in  your  custody  Mrs.  Catherine  V.  Baxley.  The  papers  found  on 
her  person  and  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  her  arrest  will  be 
given  to  you  by  the  provost-marshal  of  Baltimore,  by  whom  she  was 
arrested. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Dix: 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 


Government  Prison,  Washington,  January  3,  1862. 
Hon.  WiLLiAJi  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Simply  to  gratify  what  I  considered  a  pardonable  curiosity — 
the  desire  to  see  Jeff.  Davis — I  undertook  the  now  difBcult  and  dan- 
gerous trip  to  Virginia  by  what  I  am  told  you  are  pleased  to  term  the 
"underground  railway."  I  carried  with  me  nothing  in  the  world  but 
a  few  friendly  letters  packed  it  is  true  in  my  bonnet.  I  was  not  trusted 
with  state  papers.  I  am  not  fitted  to  be,  being  very  nervous,  impulsive 
and  frank ;  in  other  words  I  never  calculate. 

I  reached  Richmond  after  numerous  difficulties  and  delays  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  my  departure  from  Baltimore  City— sick,  weary  and 
most  heartily  wishing  myself  at  home.  I  was  of  course  introduced  to 
the  President,  and  foolishly  asked  of  him  the  favor  of  an  appointment 
to  a  surgeoncy  in  the  Confederate  Army  for  a  friend  in  Baltimore  who 
was  quite  innocent  of  the  honor  intended  him.  The  President  strange 
to  say  granted  the  favor  asked,  and  I  very  unwisely  though  urged  by 
friends  not  to  do  so  left  for  Baltimore  with  the  commission  hidden  on 
my  person.  I  brought  with  me  a  large  number  of  letters  but  the 
commission  was  the  only  one  I  believe  that  you  would  term  of  treason- 
able import. 

I  have  given  you  I  believe  a  fair  exposition  of  my  quixotic  expedi- 
tion. But  it  is  not  so  much  for  myself  I  would  plead  but  for  Dr. 
Septimus  Brown,  the  gentleman  I  have  gotten  into  trouble.  He  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.    Why  make  him  responsible  for  myfoUy  ? 

*  No  papers  relatiiig  to  this  prisoner  have  been  found  except  those  appearing  in  this 
case  and  the  recommendation  for  his  continued  detention  in  Dix  to  Stanton  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1862,  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  738.  See  order  for  his  discharge  April  s'  1862 
p.  1321.  '         ' 
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True  I  had  rather  not  be  confined  as  I  have  a  child  depending  on  me 
for  guidance  and  care,  just,  too,  at  that  age  when  a  child  most  needs 
and  requires  a  parent's  guiding  and  restraining  hand. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  ask  mercy;  I  simply  ask  for  justice.  I  have  heard 
that  William  H.  Seward  was  a  hard  and  heartless  man,  permitting 
nothing  to  stand  in  tlie  way  of  his  boundless  ambition;  sacrificing 
alike  on  the  altar  of  that  ambition  friends  as  well  as  foes,  acting  always 
upon  the  principle  that  the  end  justifies  the  means.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not 
believe  any  such  doctrine,  I  believe  there  is  no  man  without  some 
good  impulse,  and  surely  a  woman  and  a  mother  pleading  to  you  need 
not  plead  in  vain. 

The  "leopard  cannot  change  its  spots;"  I  cannot  to  save  my  neck 
shriek  "Union;"  but  I  will  go  home  and  meddle  no  more  with  edged 
tools.    Ton  can  fight  hereafter  without  my  aid  or  intervention. 
Eespectfully, 

C.  V.  BAXLBY, 


Washington,  Jomuary  5, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

SiE :  As  nearly  as  I  can  remember  the  following  is  a  true  statement 
of  all  I  have  done.  I  was  very  anxious  to  see  Jeff.  Davis  and  1  deter- 
mined at  any  and  every  risk  to  do  so.  I  asked  friend  after  friend  for 
letters  of  introduction.  All  tried  to  dissuade  me,  and  positively  refused 
aid  or  sanction  to  what  they  termed  my  mad  freak.  At  length  I  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  simply  a  letter  of  introduction,  and  one  of  recom- 
mendation in  favor  of  a  friend  for  whom  1  determined  (on  my  own 
responsibility)  to  ask  a  favor  of  Mr.  Davis.  I  had  two  requests  to 
prefer — one  for  a  cadetship  for  my  sou,  the  other  the  one  above  named. 
1  carried  with  me  a  number  of  letters  from  friends  to  friends,  sisters, 
mothers  and  relatives  generally,  any  one  of  which  I  have  since  been 
informed  could  have  gone  safely  by  flag  of  truce. 

I  had  two  or  three  letters  for  the  President,  not  one  containing  over 
a  dozen  lines — simply  letters  of  greeting  from  old  friends  having  no 
bearing  whatever  on  this  unhappy  war.  These  I  termed  my  dispatches 
simply  to  expedite  if  possible  my  trip  to  Eichmond.  I  could  not  help 
feeling  amused  myself  at  the  gullibility  of  the  people  South  as  well  as 
North.  1  was  made  quite  a  lion  of  because  I  was  really  supposed  to 
have  brought  important  papers  to  Jeff.  General  Winder  waited  on  me 
(my  advent  having  I  suppose  been  heralded)  and  conducted  me  (for 
which  I  owe  him  a  grudge)  somewhat  unceremoniously  into  the  presence 
of  His  Honor. 

Now,  Mr.  Seward,  you  are  a  public  man,  a  business  man  and  a  states- 
man, and  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  if  I  had  had  in  my  possession 
documents  of  any  importance  Avliatever  I  should  have  presented  them 
immediately  upon  my  arrival ;  whereas  1  reached  Eichmond  on  Sunday 
morning,  had  letters  for  the  wife  of  the  Belgian  minister,  a  Baltimore 
lady  whose  family  I  knew,  drove  there,  made  myself  as  comfortable  as 
l)ossible,  for  I  was  fatigued  and  sick.  On  Monday  morning  wrote  a 
note  to  ex-President  Tyler  to  call  on  me  as  I  wished  him  to  introduce 
me.  Mr.  Tyler  did  not  get  my  note,  and  about  1  o'clock  I  was  waited 
on  by  General  Winder.  It  happened  very  well,  though  he  was  not  very 
polished,  else  probably  I  should  have  had  to  wait  a  day  or  two  longer, 
and  I  was  quite  as  anxious  to  get  home  as  I  had  been  to  get  there. 
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Well,  I  was  introduced  to  the  President,  gave  him  his  letters  and 
preferred  my  requests. 

Eebel  or  not  he  is  certainly  a  gentleman.  Chatted  a  while  very  pleas- 
antly, laughed  at  the  account  I  gave  of  my  many  discomfitures  and 
remarked:  "Tou  suffered  and  run  all  those  risks  to  see  that  arch  rebel 
Jeff.  Davis?  Well,  in  consideration  of  so  much  devotion  no  reasonable 
request  can  be  denied  you."  He  sent  the  letter  of  recommendation 
before  named  with  his  own  indorsement  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
a  commission  was  made  out  and  furnished  in  a  few  days  afterward, 
Mr.  Benjamin  remarking  to  me  at  the  time :  "  Mrs.  Baxley,  this  is  gun- 
powder should  it  fall  into  the  wrong  hands."  A  motive  of  pride,  how- 
ever, induced  me  to  risk  it.  To  say  I  regret  having  done  so  would  be 
superfluous.  My  conduct  has  gotten  a  really  innocent  person  into 
trouble  and  that  without  my  own  imprisonment  is  a  punishment,  for  he 
had  often  positively  assured  me  that  he  would  not  leave  Maryland. 

I  brought  qiute  a  number  of  friendly  letters  back  with  me,  some  ot 
which  were  marked  at  the  custom-house  at  Norfolk  and  some  not.  I 
am  confident  that  with  the  exception  of  the  commission  I  had  nothing 
of  a  treasonable  character.  I  had  only  one  sealed  letter  which  the 
party  begged  me  to  deliver  to  Isaac  McKinnon,  of  Baltimore,  only  a 
business  letter  he  assured  me.  Mr.  Deputy  Provost-Marshal  McPhail 
got  that.  I  presume  he  made  himself  acquainted  with  its  contents.  I 
liave  no  knowledge  of  the  positions,  generals,  plans  of  attack  or  inten- 
tions of  either  Army  and  this  I  am  willing  to  subscribe  to  in  the  presence 
of  God  and  before  any  magistrate  or  judiciary  in  the  land.  I  have 
decidedly  and  emphatically  seen  quite  as  much  of  the  elephant  as  I 
desire,  and  as  England  assumed  I  promise  from  this  time  forward  to  be 
a  non-interventionist. 

Mr.  Seward,  I  have  appealed  to  you  in  your  capacity  of  statesman. 
I  now  appeal  to  you  as  a  man.  Liberate  me,  for  God's  sake.  But  I 
would  not  be  selfish;  if  you  must  have  one  victim  retain  me  and 
liberate  Doctor  Brown,  who  I  am  sure  would  not  have  accepted  the 
honor  intended.  Mr.  Seward,  my  poor  little  boy  came  here  from  Balti- 
more Saturday  night  and  I  begged,  wept,  prayed  and  implored  he  might 
be  allowed  to  spend  the  night  with  me,  but  was  denied.  He  is  looking 
like  a  poor  little  outcast.  Liberate  me  and  let  me  go  home  to  him.  I 
shall  die  here.  Eeason  is  even  now  tottering.  I  was  angry  and  indig- 
nant at  the  treatment  I  experienced  at  the  hands  of  the  deputy  marshal 
and  his  satellites  and  made  boasts  of  what  I  had  done  [and]  what  I 
would  do.  They  were  but  empty,  idle  boasts.  I  have  no  means  to  do 
with,  for  I  even  pledged  a  portion  of  the  remains  of  other  and  happier 
days  to  defray  the  expenses  of  my  trip,  was  partially  robbed  on  the 
way  and  obliged  to  borrow  to  pay  my  expenses  home.  Kow,  sir,  you 
know  all. 

Eespectfully, 

C.  V.  BAXLEY. 


Old  Capitol  Prison,  March  10,  1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  Predicating  my  application  for  a  release  upon  your  letter  which 
appeared  in  the  papers  early  in  February,  announcing  that  all  political 
or  state  prisoners  who  would  subscribe  to  the  form  of  parole  as  pub- 
lished would  be  released,  I  subscribed  to  the  same  and  forwarded  to 
you  through  the  provost- [marshal J  on  February  24  or  25.  It  is  urgent, 
sir,  I  should  be  released.    I  have  a  child  thrown  by  my  incarceration 
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upon  the  charities  of  a  cold,  unfeeling  world.  My  child  is  entirely 
dependent  upon  me  for  everything.  For  the  past  two  or  three  weeks, 
young  as  he  is  (but  fourteen  years  old),  he  has  in  order  to  be  nearer 
me  (though  he  is  allowed  to  see  me  but  once  a  week  for  fifteen  min- 
utes) been  acting  in  some  capacity  to  a  party  who  furnishes  the  sut- 
lers, A  child  who  until  now  has  been  tenderly  nurtured  and  cared  for, 
[be]  came  to  see  me  on  Saturday  in  such  trim  1  could  scarcely  recog- 
nize him— dirty,  neglected,  sick  and  so  thin  and  careworn— every 
vestige  of  my  once  bright,  happy  boy  gone.  My  heart  ached,  and  so 
would  yours  have  done  could  you  have  seen  him  and  heard  his  exclama- 
tion, "Ma,  if  you  do  not  soon  get  out  I  shall  die." 

This,  sir,  is  some  of  the  bitter  fruits  of  this  women-hunting,  women- 
imprisoning  process,  objectionable  to  nine-tenths  of  your  own  people. 
Search  the  Southern  prisons  from  the  Gulf  Stream  to  the  Potomac  and 
should  you  find  a  woman  prisoner,  except  in  cases  of  larceny,  murder, 
&c.,  call  Southern  [ersj,  as  they  should  deserve,  cowards.  No,  sir,  the 
Southern  man,  gentle  or  simple,  has  too  exalted  an  opinion  of  woman, 
her  attributes  and  her  mission  to  treat  her  other  than  as  a  woman. 
He  never  forgets  that  to  her  under  God  he  owes  his  being. 

I  may  possibly  have  said  more  than  would  seem  politic  or  becoming, 
but  a  mother's  feelings  must  plead  my  excuse.  I  know,  sir,  that  your 
power  ought  to  be  but  is  not  absolute;  'tis  subordinates  who  hold  the 
reins  and  wield  the  power,  and  while  such  is  the  case  prayers  and 
pleadings  are  alike  vain  and  impotent.  Use  your  prerogative,  sir; 
open  these  prison  doors  and  send  forth  the  women  and  infants.  Give 
us  tangible,  visual  or  mental  evidence  that  your  Government  Is  what  it 
assumes  to  be. 

En  attendant,  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  respectfully  yours, 

0.  V.  BAXLBT. 

[Indoiaement.] 


Referred  to  Major  Allen  for  report.* 
By  order  of  Secretary  of  War: 


Mabch  14,  1862, 


P.  H.  WATSON, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Old  Capitol  Prison,  March  14, 1862. 

Dear  Doctor  :  I  do  not  know  how  you  are  affected  by  this  confine- 
ment but  to  me  'tis  intolerable.  Within  the  past  two  weeks  through 
representations  made  by  the  superintendent,  to  whom  we  appealed  and 
who  I  believe  has  at  least  a  suspicion  of  soul,  having  been  born  South, 
we  have  been  permitted  to  exercise  for  half  an  hour  three  times  a  day 
in  the  filthy  yard  thronged  by  contrabands  and  surrounded  by  sentries. 
Still  it  is  in  the  open  air.  I  do  wish  you  would  write,  if  but  two  or 
tliree  lines,  and  give  to  the  party  who  hands  you  this.  It  can  reach  me 
a.'t  this  is  sent. 

Day  before  yesterday  we  were  informed  by  Superintendent  Wood 
that  in  all  probability  we  should  be  sent  to  some  of  the  Northern 
fortresses.  The  idea  of  being  sent  North  is  death  to  me.  I'd  rather 
they'd  shoot  me  at  once.  The  news  from  Manassas  scared  a  good  many 
of  the  cowardly  fools  whom  we  are  well  rid  of  into  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  this  magnanimous  Government,  but  our  men  of  stamina 
have  rejected  their  overtures  with  scorn.  Whilst  walking  in  the  yard 
I  addressed  sotto  voce  in  passing  inquiries  to  several  of  our  Maryland 

*  Report  of  Allen,  if  made,  not  found. 
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boys  who  had  just  been  brought  in  and  find  as  I  supposed  it  (the  evacu- 
ation) a  strategic  affair  on  the  part  of  our  Army.  The  boys  looked 
pretty  rough  and  rusty — a  little  depressed  at  their  capture  but  in  good 
health;  say  we  are  not  whipped  and  not  going  to  be. 

I  do  not  see  why  they  keep  you  incarcerated;  you  liave  done  nothing. 
I  am  the  mischievous  rebel  that  has  done  all  the  mischief.  They 
ascribe  to  me  a  marvelous  power  and  capacity  of  mischief.  I'll  be  even 
with  them  yet.  Why  do  you  not  make  use  of  the  means  in  your  power 
to  get  out  and  try  to  reach  Dixie?  The  way  is  open.  True  there  is 
risk,  but  "nothing  risked  nothing  won."  See  Doctor  Thomas,  who 
would  introduce  you  to  the  President  and  Secretary  Benjamin ;  or  the 
better  one  to  see  would  be  Doctor  Bealle. 

I  did  write  to  Seward  and  since  to  Stanton,  but  'tis  useless;  they've 
got  too  much  against  me.  The  commission  is  not  all.  Mrs.  Rose  Grreen- 
how  and  myself  were  the  first  females  brought  to  this  old  Union  rat 
trap,  but  our  number  is  gradually  increasing.  The  lirst  accession  was 
Mrs.  Morris,  still  with  us;  the  next  a  Mrs.  J.Barton, alias  Mrs.  McCar- 
ter ;  [she]  still  sports  lier  male  attire — can't  help  heiself.  Then  a  party 
were  brought  here  who  were  released  in  two  or  three  days.  Then  Mrs, 
Morris,  of  Baltimore,  who  is  likely  to  remain  with  us;  then  two  young 
ladies  captured  at  Dranesville  or  thereabout  who  said  they  weie  sorry, 
promised  amendment,  took  the  oath  and  God  speed  them.  I  am  always 
glad  when  we  get  rid  of  a  craven.  Colonel  Thompson  is  out  at  last. 
Schley  will  get  out  this  evening.  We  have  quite  a  sprinkling  of  Mary- 
landers  here  and  some  from  Baltimore  City.  Strange  to  say  every  lady 
now  under  arrest  and  with  but  three  or  four  exceptions  ])ave  been 
Marylanders. 

Your  situation  is  far  preferable  to  mine.  You  are  in  Baltimore  near 
your  friends  where  your  wants  and  comforts  can  be  ministered  to  by 
friends.  Whilst  my  condition  is  pitiable  in  the  extreme  I  almost  wish 
that  death  would  come  to  my  relief;  but  these  devils  shall  not  have  the 
pleasure  to  know  how  much  I  feel.  I  tax  every  j)ower  and  every  nerve 
to  bear  up,  but  'tis  indeed  a  terrible  tax.  Tlie  indignities  we  are  con- 
tinually subjected  to  is  a  disgrace  to  people  calling  themselves  civilized 
to  permit.  But  I  will  not  repine;  every  dog  has  his  day.  Our  turn  will 
come  anon.  I'll  stick  to  the  old  Merrimac  while  there's  a  plank  to  her 
deck,  and  when  she  goes  to  pieces  or  sinks  I'll  go  with  her.  I  saw 
her  and  examined  her  thoroughly  and  felt  sure  she  would  be  able  to 
weather  the  gale. 

Good  night,  for  as  usual  I  have  an  intolerable  headache. 

C.  V.  B[AXLEY.J 

Commission  EBLAxiNa  to  State  Prisoners, 

Washington,  April  1,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen,  James  S.  Wadsworth,  &c.,  Washington. 

General  :  If  they  consent  you  will  please  convey  «  *  #  Mrs. 
C.  V.  Baxley,  prisoners  at  present  held  in  the  Old  Capital  Military 
Prison  in  this  city,  beyond  the  lines  of  the  U.  S,  forces  into  the  State  of 
Virginia  and  release  them  upon  their  giving  their  written  parole  of 
honor  that  they  will  not  return  north  of  the  Potomac  River  during  the 
present  hostilities  without  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWARDS  PIEEEEPONT, 

Gommissioiers. 
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Headquarters,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  3, 1862. 
"We,  the  undersigned,  late  prisoners  in  the  Old  Capitol  at  Washington, 
do  pledge  our  word  of  honor  that  in  consideration  of  our  being  set  at 
liberty  beyond  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  Army  we  will  not  return  north  of 
the  Potomac  Eiver  during  tlie  present  hostilities  without  the  permission 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States. 

0.  V.  BAXLEY. 

Note. — Mrs.  Eose  O'N.  Greenhow  and  Mrs.  Augusta  Morris  also 
signed  this  parole  and  were  sent  South  with  Mrs.  Baxley. 


Commission  Relating  to  State  Pkisonbks, 

New  Yorh,  April  8, 1862. 
Col.  W.  W.  Morris,  Commanding  Fort  McHenry. 

Colonel:  You  will  discharge  from  custody  the  following  state  pris- 
oners on  the  conditions  herein  specified,  viz ;  *  *  *  Dr.  Septimus 
Brown  on  his  parole  of  honor  to  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  enemies  in 
hostility  to  the  United  States  and  to  hold  no  correspondence  with  any 
person  in  the  insurgent  States  except  in  portions  of  said  States  occupied 
by  the  U.  S.  forces.    *    *    * 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAKDS  PIEREEPONT. 

Commissioners, 


Case  of  William  M.  Hill. 

William  M.  Hill  was  arrested  January  8, 1862,  by  the  U.  S.  marshal 
of  Iowa  at  the  city  of  Des  Moines  on  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
dated  December  28, 1861,  and  was  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  The 
charges  against  Hill  were  disloyalty  to  the  United  States  Government 
and  treasonable  correspondence  with  the  rebels.  The  following  extracts 
are  taken  from  a  letter  written  by  Hill  for  publication  in  the  South.* 
After  writing  the  above  letter  and  during  the  summer  of  1861  Hill 
made  a  visit  to  Virginia,  by  some  means  having  obtained  permission  to 
pass  the  Confederate  lines,  and  was  absent  several  weeks.  The  said 
William  M.  Hill  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 
1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the 
preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. — 
From  Record  Boole,  State  Department,  ^^ Arrests  for  J)isloyalty." 


Des  Moines,  Iowa,  December  17, 1861. 

Dear  Kasson:  Since  writing  you  the  other  day  I  have  positive 
information  that  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  furnished  to  the  clerk 
the  names  which  lie  placed  in  the  box  from  which  the  jury  which  is  to 
try  Hill  was  drawn.  The  most  notorious  and  rabid  secessionists  in  the 
State  are  on  tbe  jury,  and  his  conviction  on  any  state  of  facts  is  abso- 
lutely impossible. 

I  have  talked  with  Sells  and  others  who  concur  in  the  opinion  which 
I  have  heretofore  expressed  to  you,  to  wit,  that  the  indictment  should 

•Omitted  here.     See  p.  1323  for  this  letter. 
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be  nollied  and  the  accused  committed  to  military  custody.  His  absolute 
discharge  will  exasperate  the  loyal  people  of  the  State  and  embolden  the 
secessionists.  I  find  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  make  any  prepa- 
rations to  assist  in  the  trial  of  the  cause,  and  if  any  counsel  is  assigned 
you  will  confer  a  favor  by  naming  some  other  man  to  the  Attorney- 
General. 

I  will  not  forget,  however,  your  kindness  in  this  matter.  Mrs.  W.'s 
health  is  quite  feeble.  The  baby  is  doing  finely.  Mrs.  Goodwin  is  now 
with  us. 

Truly,  &c., 

THO.  F.  WITHKOW. 


Des  Moines,  December  25, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sbwaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  At  the  November  term  of  the  U.  S.  district  court  for  the  districjt 
of  Iowa  one  William  M.  Hill,  a  citizen  of  this  State,  was  indicted  and 
presented  by  the  grand  jury  charging  him  with  treason.  The  indict- 
ment was  based  more  particularly  on  a  letter  written  by  him,  a  printed 
copy  of  which  I  send  herewith,  with  a  statement  of  the  case  clipped 
from  the  editorial  columns  of  the  Iowa  State  Eegister. 

The  accused  will  not  be  found  guilty  though  of  his  guilt  there  can  be 
no  question.  There  is  a  large  secession  element  in  the  jury  selected  to 
try  him.  I  am  convinced  that  the  accused  intends  to  go  South  as  soon 
as  he  is  released  and  that  he  will  be  able  to  give  the  rebels  much 
valuable  information.  His  acquittal  would  be  a  severe  blow  to  the 
cause  of  the  Union  in  our  State.  Traitors  of  whom  we  have  many  will 
be  emboldened. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  believe  it  would  be  better  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  enter  a  nolle  and  have  him  committed  to  military  custody  by 
order  of  the  State  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  HOXIE, 
U.  S.  Marshal,  District  of  Iowa, 

P.  S. — I  also  inclose  a  letter  from  Hon.  S.  J.  Kirkwood,  governor  of 
this  State. 

[  Inclosnre  No.  1. — Extract  from  Iowa  State  llegistor.] 
INDICTMENT  FOR  TREASON. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  present  term  of  the  U.  S.  district 
court  in  this  city  information  was  filed  against  Capt.  William  M.  Hill, 
of  Magnolia,  Harrison  County,  Iowa,  charging  him  with  certain  trea- 
sonable words  and  acts.  A  warrant  was  thereupon  issued  by  Judge 
Love  and  U.  S.  Marshal  H.  M.  Hoxie  proceeded  to  Harrison  County 
to  make  the  arrest.  He  found  Mr.  Hill  at  home,  served  the  warrant 
and  started  on  his  return  to  Des  Moines.  In  Magnolia  and  in  Council 
Blufls  there  were  threats  by  secessionists  that  they  would  rescue  Hill 
from  the  custody  of  the  marshal,  but  fortunately  for  them  the  attempt 
was  not  made  and  the  prisoner  was  brought  safely  to  this  city. 

A  portion  of  the  information  upon  which  the  arrest  was  made  was 
substantially  as  follows:  Hill  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Monroe 
County,  Va.  He  has  resided  in  Harrison  County  five  or  six  years, 
during  which  he  held  we  think  for  two  terms  the  of&ce  of  clerk  of 
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the  district  court.  Last  sammer  he  concluded  to  visit  his  old  home 
in  Virginia;  by  some  means  obtained  permission  to  pass  the  Confederate 
lines  and  was  absent  from  this  State  several  weeks. 

During  his  absence  a  letter  came  to  his  address  from  the  Dead-Letter 
OfBce  in  Washington  which  upon  examination  proved  to  have  been  one 
which  he  had  written  to  the  Union  Democrat,  a  secession  paper  in  Mou- 
loc  County,  Ya.  It  Lad  been  stopped  by  some  U.  S.  offlcer  and  sent  to 
the  Dead-Letter  Office,  where,  falling  into  the  hands  of  some  traitorous 
employ^,  it  was  remailed  to  Hill.  Instead  of  reaching  the  hands  of  its 
author,  however,  it  was  in  his  absence  opened  by  his  deputy  J.  L. 
Deforest,  a  loyal  Union  man,  its  contents  made  known  to  others  and 
finally  published  at  length  in  the  Magnolia  Eepublican.  Subsequently 
a  private  letter  written  by  Mr.  Dill  found  its  way  to  the  Dead-Letter 
Office  in  Washington,  and  falling  into  proper  custody  there  it  was  sent 
to  the  U.  S.  officers  of  tbis  State  for  their  consideration. 

These  and  other  matters  were  put  into  tangible  shape,  the  warrant 
issued  and  the  arrest  made  as  we  have  above  stated,  and  on  Monday 
last  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  case  a  bill  of  indictment  was 
found  by  the  grand  jury  against  Mr.  Hill  for  treason  and  his  trial 
assigned  for  the  7th  of  January  next,  at  a  special  term  of  the  U.  S. 
district  court  to  be  held  in  this  city.  He  has  retained  as  his  counsel 
Messrs.  O.  C.  Cole  and  S.  V.  White.  The  prosecution  will  be  conducted 
by  W.  H.  F.  Gurley,  U.  S.  district  attorney. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  sent  by  Hill  to  Virginia,  and 
returned  to  Magnolia : 

Clerk's  Office,  Magnolia,  Iowa,  May  U,  1861. 
Editor  Union  Democrat,  Union,  Monroe  County,  Va. : 

Some  good  friend  from  my  far-off  paternal  home  sends  me  your  paper.  Whoever 
caused  my  name  to  be  placed  upon  your  book  cannot  be  a  submissionist,  else  the 
patriotic  and  Southern  Rights  sentiments  breathed  through  your  editorials  would  be 
suppressed.  Continue  to  forward  your  paper  to  my  address,  and  when  I  am  informed 
of  the  amount  due  on  subscription  the  same  will  be  sent  you.  The  Democrat  is  a 
welcome  yisitor.  First  among  the  exchanges  and  correspondents  it  is  opened  and 
read  because  it  hails  from  the  land  that  is  dear  to  me,  hallowed  by  the  recollection 
of  youthful  days,  passed  amid  the  mountain  sceneries  that  overlook  your  beautiful 
town ;  the  thoughts  of  aged  parents,  relatives  and  friends  in  the  Southern  clime, 
with  whom  I  journeyed  as  youthful  days  pleasantly  fleeted  away.  All,  all  makes 
the  tidings  from  my  paternal  home  eagerly  sought  alti'r  and  interesting. 

Truly,  Mr.  Editor,  these  are  excitini;  times.  The  old  ship  of  state  that  has  car- 
ried usVafely  through  storms  and  perils  is  drifting  rapidly  toward  the  breakers.  Yea, 
she  has  struck  and  must  go  to  pieces  never  again  to  be  reconstructed. 

Who  has  brought  this  dire  calamity  upon  usf  Not  the  conservative  men  of  the 
South,  nor  the  conservative  voters  of  the  Korth.  The  demons  in  the  shape  of  Black 
Republicans  and  Abolition  rulers  have  so  misled  the  excitable  masses  of  the  North 
by  such  doctrines  as  set  out  in  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  and  such  as  taught  by  Beecher, 
Greeley,  &c.,  that  the  fanatics  believe  they  are  doing  God's  service  to  wage  a  war  of 
extermination  against  the  Southern  slave-holders.  Yes,  Mr.  Editor,  the  black-hearted 
fanatics  have  caused  the  dark  clouds  of  war  to  h.ing  over  us,  and  this  once  peaceful 
and  happy  Union  to  be  deluged  with  the  blood  of  relatives  and  friends,  and  the 
Union  destroyed. 

C'onserv.itive  citizens  in  this  portion  of  the  West  jusufy  the  course  the  South  is 
taking  and  condemn  this  Blark  Republican  Administration  i'or  waging  this  unholy 
and  unjust  war  upon  the  South.  All  over  the  Northwestern  States  are  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  Uuionloving  Democrats  who  say  amen  and  God  speed  you 
in  your  noble  work  in  driving  back  the  hordes  of  unprincipled  Abolitionists  who 
bide  the  calling  of  a  sectional  Administration  to  plunder  tlie  citizens  of  the  South. 
Never  let  them  pollute  your  sacred  soil. 

In  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  Northern  States,  and  perhaps  of 
amajority  of  this  town  and  my  adopted  county,  the  foregoing  are  entire  secession 
sentiments.  I  know  I  am  pronounced  a  traitor  by  the  negro  worshipers,  but  my 
opinion  is  given  now  as  has  been  given  since  I  have  resided  in  the  State.    I  have 
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fonght  the  Abolitionists  tlirougli  eacli  canvaas  with  pen  and  tongue,  and  shall  con- 
tinue on,  though  my  office  and  press  are  threatened  by  the  friends  of  the  renowned 
John  Brown. 

1  am  not  alone  with  regard  to  the  views  expressed  concerning  our  national  diffi- 
culties. The  conservative  Democracy  are  with' me.  I  give  your  readers  an  idea  of 
the  views  of  the  conservative  Democrats  of  the  Northwest.  I  clip  from  The  Council 
Bluffs  Bugle,  a  leading  Democratic  paper,  which  I  make  a  part  of  this  communica- 
tion. I  indorse  it,  as  every  conservative  man  North  will.  (Here  follows  an  extract 
from  the  Bugle.) 

I  clip  another  editorial  from  The  New  York  News,  wliich  represents  the  faithful  of 
the  State  who  have  ever  faithfully  battled  against  negro  equality  and  for  the  rights 
of  the  Southern  States.  (Here  please  state  that  in  this  communication  follows  a 
printed  extract  from  The  New  York  News.) 

T  find  words  local  and  will  bid  your  readers  farewell.  Not  a  company  nor  a  volun- 
teer will  leave  Western  Iowa  to  obey  the  call  of  Lincoln  to  battle  with  the  Southern 
troops.  The  Government  has  called  the  troops  stationed  at  Fort  Randall  and  Fort 
Kearny  and  leaves  our  frontier  exposed  to  the  invasion  of  the  hostile  Indians.  Vol- 
unteer companies  are  being  formed  for  iiome  protection.  The  Government  stopped 
the  transportation  of  all  provisions  down  the  Missouri  River.  This  act  is  arousing 
the  masses  against  the  Government  and  making  friends  for  the  cause  of  the  South. 

A  thousand  cheers  for  the  Monroe  volunteers !  In  their  ranks  I  see  the  names  of  a 
brother  and  relatives.  May  they  cover  themselves  with  glory  in  this  struggle  and 
be  an  ornament  to  the  State  and  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

I  have  spun  out  this  communication  too  long  and  perhaps  it  should  go,  if  at  all,  on 
the  outside  of  the  Democrat. 

WM.  M.  HILL. 

Mr.  Windell,  if  yon  think  the  foregoing  w;ould  interest  your  readers,  give  it  a 
place  in  yonr  paper,  after  correcting  bad  spelling,  &c.  If  desired  I  may  correspond 
occasionally. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Des  Moines,  December  25,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington  City. 

SiE:  Mr.  Hoxie,  U.  S.  marshal  for  this  State,  informs  me  he  has 
written  you  in  regard  to  one  Hill  indicted  for  trea.son  in  U.  S.  district 
court  of  the  State  and  whose  case  is  set  for  trial  at  a  special  term  of 
said  court  to  be  holden  at  this  place  on  the  7th  day  of  next  month. 

I  have  information  on  which  I  rely  tliat  a  large  number  of  the  jurors 
selected  by  the  deputy  clerk  for  the  trial  of  said  cause  are  in  sympathy 
with  the  rebels.  I  have  personal  knowledge  that  such  is  jthe]  fact  as 
to  one  or  two  of  them.  Under  these  circumstances  a  conviction  is  at 
least  doubtful  and  I  should  regard  a  failure  to  convict  as  a  misfortune. 
An  acquittal  would  embolden  men  who  are  silent  only  from  fear  to  speak 
out  against  the  Government. 

I  state  what  I  believe  to  be  facts,  and  would  suggest  if  within  the  rule 
upon  which  you  have  heretofore  acted  that  Hill  be  removed  from  the 
State  by  your  order  and  imprisoned  elsewhere  under  military  authority. 
The  evidences  of  his  guilt  will  as  I  hear  from  Marshal  Hoxie  be  sent 
to  you  by  him.  Permit  me  also  to  suggest  the  necessity  for  some  change 
in  the  law  for  the  selection  of  jurors  and  the  em  paneling  of  juries.  I  am 
of  opinion  tliat  the  sympathies  of  many  of  tlie  district  as  well  as  higher 
judges  are  at  least  doubtful.  Their  clerks,  selected  by  themselves,  are 
of  like  sympathies,  and  from  these  causes  our  courts  instead  of  being 
as  they  should  be,  a  support  to  the  Government  and  a  terror  to  traitors, 
are  made  points  of  attack  against  the  one  and  a  shield  to  the  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  J.  KIEKWOOD. 
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Department  op  State,  Washington,  December  38, 1861. 
H.  M.  HoxiE,  Esq.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Sir  :  Arrest  aud  convey  to  Fort  Lafayette,  K.  T.,  William  M.  Hill  as 
soon  as  he  is  discharged  from  civil  custody  under  the  present  inaict- 
ment  against  him  in  the  U.  S.  district  court  in  Iowa. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  January  19, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Department  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  confined  here  I  have  been  informed  that  you  would 
learn  from  the  accused*  statements  and  facts  which  led  to  the  arrest 
and  confinement  of  persons  in  this  fort.  This  was  truly  gratifying 
news  to  me,  believing  that  when  heard  I  will  be  released.  I  herewith 
hastily  condense  my  statement. 

Last  spring  my  wife  left  Magnolia,  Iowa  (my  residence),  to  visit  her 
friends  in  Virginia.  Shortly  after  her  arrival  the  civil  war  broke  out 
in  Western  Virginia  and  the  mails  were  stopped.  She  could  not  return 
home,  neither  could  I  receive  any  communication  relative  to  her  return 
or  safety.  I  was  informed  through  the  medium  of  the  press  that  no 
citizen  of  the  North  could  pass  Wise's  or  Floyd's  lines,  all  being  held 
as  spies  and  their  enemies.  To  aid  me  in  passing  these  armies — to  pave 
my  way  through  them — to  reach  my  family  and  return  with  them  home 
I  composed  a  sympathizing  letter  directed  to  a  little  county  paper  pub- 
lished in  the  county  where  my  family  had  gone  to  visit,  designed  to 
allay  any  prejudices  against  me  and  to  accomplish  the  object  already 
stated. 

I  did  pass  the  armies,  met  my  family  and  in  forty  days  from  the  time 
I  left  1  was  at  my  home  in  Iowa. 

This  letter  was  returned  from  the  Department  in  my  absence  and 
was  published  in  several  papers  in  the  State,  commented  upon  and 
exaggerated.  Some  charged  that  I  had  left  my  judicial  ofSce,  all  my 
property  and  a  part  of  my  family  to  join  the  rebellion.  Thus  I  was 
misrepresented  and  also  my  motives  by  designing  men  who  envied  me 
the  office  of  clerk  of  the  district  and  who  represented  that  I  could  not 
nor  did  not  intend  to  return  to  Iowa. 

Under  these  circuni stances  I  was  not  surprised  that  I  was  indicted, 
having  no  opportunity  to  explain  the  designs  aud  motives  in  writing  a 
sympathetic  letter  to  my  wife's  friends  in  Virginia.  The  U.  S.  district 
court  appointed  a  special  term  to  hear  my  case.  I  gave  bail  for  my 
appearance  and  at  the  time  appointed  I  appeared  in  court.  The  U.  S. 
attorney  after  being  apprised  of  the  circumstances  and  the  evidence 
against  me  entered  a  nolle  prosequi  in  my  case  and  I  was  discharged. 
(It  was  at  the  sacrifice  of  much  of  my  means  that  I  procured  counsel 
(of  attorney)  and  traveling  witness  400  miles  to  defend  the  civil  action 
against  me.) 

Shortly  after  my  discharge  I  was  arrested  by  your  honor's  order  and 
confined  in  this  fort.  I  respectfully  state  further  and  hope  by  them  and 
the  proof  thereof  [you]  will  honorably  discharge  me  from  confinement. 
Not  a  citizen  of  Western  Iowa  who  is  acquainted  with  me  and  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  imprudent  letter  was  written  but  will 
petition  for  my  release.    I  can  obtain  the  proof  and  petitions  of  thou- 

*  See  Seward  to  Keyes,  p.  151. 
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sauds  who  know  me  and  my  loyalty.  I  can  obtain  the  prayer  of  Judge 
Love,  TJ.  S.  judge  of  Iowa;  Mr.  Gurley,  U.  S.  attorney,  and  H.  M. 
Hoxie,  U.  S.  marshal,  who  are  acquainted  with  all  the  evidence  against 
me  and  who  will  plead  that  I  have  already  been  punished  enough  for 
my  imprudence  In  writing  the  letter  referred  to. 

I  have  ever  been  a  loyal  citizen.  Nothing  in  this  world  could  have 
induced  me  to  take  up  arms  against  my  Government  or  give  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemy.  All  1  possess  in  this  world  is  in  my  adopted 
State.  1  have  no  interest  nor  affinity  in  the  South.  I  can  obtain  the 
prayers  of  nearly  all  the  jury  summoned  in  my  case ;  also  every  Gov- 
ernment witness  petitioning  that  my  design  was  not  to  injure  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  thousands  of  citizens  who  know  my  loyalty.  The  State 
Flag,  a  newspaper  1  published  during  the  last  campaign,  I  can  pro- 
duce as  other  evidence  that  I  have  charged  and  blamed  the  ultras  of 
the  South  with  being  the  instigators  of  all  our  troubles. 

With  these  facts  stated  by  the  high  judicial  autborities  of  Iowa  and 
all  others  I  have  named  may  I  not  fondly  hope  to  soon  meet  my  family 
again  (to  whom  I  am  fondly  attached,  and  who  are  now  among  strangers 
without  parental  care)  1  If  my  loyalty  is  questioned  I  will  readily  take 
a  solemn  obligation  to  do  and  perform  every  act  the  Government  may 
make  incumbent  upon  me  in  this  or  any  other  crisis.  Could  I  be 
released  on  parole?  If  so  I  can  obtain  an  exchange  to  amply  satisfy 
my  Government,  and  to  this  end  I  will  give  such  security  as  may  be 
required. 

I  desire  remaining  at  this  place  the  length  of  time  I  am  confined 
rather  than  at  Fort  Warren.    I  await  an  answer  with  much  suspense. 
Humbly,  your  servant, 

WILLIAM  M.  HILL. 


DBS  Moines,  January  27, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  H,  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

SiE:  I  inclose  herewith  a  card  clipped  from  the  columns  of  the  Iowa 
State  Eegister,  which  was  rendered  proper  by  the  attacks  of  certain 
disloyal  newspapers. 

Hill  is  the  leader  of  a  class  of  our  citizens  who  reside  near  the  border 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  that  are  detrimental  to  the  Union  cause. 

Since  returning  a  civil  action  has  been  commenced  against  me  to 
recover  $1,000  forfeiture  under  the  provisions  of  the  Iowa  habeas  corpus 
act  for  disregarding  a  writ  which  was  served  upon  me  while  on  my  way 
to  Fort  Lafayette.  Steps  are  being  taken  by  C.  C.  Cole,  one  of  Hill's 
attorneys,  who  is  a  sympathizer  with  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion,  to 
procure  the  release  of  Hill.  I  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  con- 
sulting His  Excellency  Governor  Kirkwood  and  the  State  ofiScers  of 
this  State  before  issuing  any  order  for  the  release  of  said  William  M. 
Hill. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  HOXIE, 
U.  8.  Marshal,  District  of  Iowa. 

[Inclosure.] 
CARD  FROM  MARSHAL  HOXIE   TO   THE  PUBLIC. 

The  numerous  false  statements  which  have  been  put  in  circulation 
by  a  disloyal  press  concerning  ray  conduct  in  the  arrest  and  transfer  of 
William  M.  Hill  to  Fort  Lafayette  render  a  brief  recital  of  the  facts  at 
least  proper. 
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Hill  was  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  at  the  last  term  of  the  TJ.  S. 
district  court  for  the  western  division  of  the  district  of  Iowa  for 
treason  against  the  Government.  His  offense  as  I  am  informed  con- 
sisted in  writing  letters  to  the  rebels,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
sample :  * 

Without  entering  into  details  it  is  suf&cient  to  say  that  the  fact  that 
he  wrote  the  above  letter  and  others  is  established  beyond  dispute  and 
is  not  denied  by  him.  His  trial  was  set  for  the  7th  of  January  and  a 
special  jury  was  drawn  and  summoned  for  the  purpose.  On  Thursday, 
the  3d  day  of  January,  1862,  I  received  from  the  post-ofllce  in  Des 
Moines  an  oflflcial  notification  from  the  district  attorney  who  was  then 
in  Washington  of  his  purpose  to  enter  a  nolle  in  the  case  pursuant  to 
instructions  received  from  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States. 
On  Saturday,  the  5th  of  the  same  month,  I  received  an  order  over 
the  signature  of  William  H,  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  bearing  date 
of  December  28, 1861,  commanding  me  to  arrest  and  convey  to  Fort 
Lafayette  William  M.  Hill  as  soon  as  he  is  discharged  from  civil  custody 
under  the  present  indictment  against  him  in  the  U.  S.  district  court  in 
Iowa.  On  the  8th  of  January  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State,  bearing  date  of  January  2,  3862,  advising  me  that 
the  order  above  referred  to  had  been  issued. 

I  did  not  stop  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  new  light  of  which  the 
State  Department  was  possessed  or  the  reasons  upon  which  this  new 
action  was  based.  My  duty  as  an  officer  to  execute  the  order  seemed 
clear  and  I  resolved  to  do  it.  On  the  evening  of  the  8th  I  made  the 
arrest  at  the  Des  Moines  House  in  this  city  and  immediately  started 
for  Fort  Lafayette.  There  was  nothing  unusual  or  remarkable  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  arrest  was  made.  The  prisoner  was  in  the  ofiBce 
of  the  Des  Moines  House  when  arrested.  He  quietly  made  such 
arrangements  for  the  journey  as  were  necessary,  and  when  he  left  the 
office  some  time  after  he  was  taken  into  custody  other  persons  who 
were  there  during  the  entire  time  noticed  no  unusual  occurrence. 

On  the  10th  we  were  met  on  the  cars  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri 
Eailroad  by  the  deputy  sheriff  of  Scott  County,  who  served  upon  me  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  issued  by  Judge  Linderman  of  the  county  court 
upon  the  application  of  James  Grant,  an  attorney.  Without  immedi- 
ately determining  in  my  own  mind  what  course  to  pursue  I  proceeded 
to  Davenport  and  delivered  my  prisoner  to  the  jailer  of  thecountyfor 
safe-keeping  until  again  demanded.  After  consulting  with  those  whose 
advice  I  deemed  it  proper  to  ask  I  resolved  to  disregard  the  writ  as 
has  been  repeatedly  done  by  other  marshals  having  the  custody  of 
military  prisoners.  I  demanded  the  prisoner  of  the  jailer,  received 
him  and  went  on  my  way.  On  the  16th  of  January  I  delivered  him  to 
the  commandant  of  Fort  Lafayette,  as  his  receipt  now  in  my  posses- 
sion attests.  At  no  time  was  any  unnecessary  hardship  practiced  upon 
the  prisoner. 

The  above  statement  has  been  rendered  necessary  by  rumor  and 
newspaper  articles  of  which  the  following  is  a  sample: 

[Extract  from  Tho  Davenport  Democrat  and  News.] 

MOKE   OF   THE   HILL  KIDNAPPING  CASE. 

From  one  of  oiir  citizens  who  has  been  traveling  in  Illinois  we  gather  a  few  items 
concerning  the  movements  of  the  scoundrel  Hoxie  and  his  kidnapped  prisoner,  Cap- 

•  See  p.  1323  for  Hill's  letter  written  to  the  Union  Democrat  of  Union,  Monroe 
County,  Va.,  which  is  here  omitted. 
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tain  Hill,  It  appears  that  Hoxie  was  afraid  of  an  attempt  at  rescue  if  he  did  not 
pnt  a  long  distance  between  himself  and  the  place  of  his  theft,  and  therefore  hired 
a  conveyance  and  pushed  on  to  Viola,  in  Mercer  County.  Here  our  informant  saw 
them  Saturday  morning.  Hill  was  in  chains  and  was  compelled  to  lie  down  on  the 
floor  with  a  guard  over  him.  Our  informant  inquired  into  the  nature  of  the  offense 
and  was  told  that  Hill  was  a  runaway  military  prisoner  who  had  been  captured  in 
a  house  of  ill-fame  in  Davenport.  Subsequently,  however,  Mr.  Hill  gave  our  inform- 
ant the  particulars  of  the  arrest  and  Hoxie's  villainy. 

During  the  recital  Hoxie  threatened  his  prisoner  with  severe  punishment  if  he  did 
not  shut  his  month.  Mr.  Hill  said  that  all  he  asked  for  was  his  rights  guaranteed  to 
him  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States — a  fair  and  impartial  trial — but  that 
now  he  was  beyond  the  reach  of  his  friends  he  had  no  hopes  of  being  heard  until  the 
Government  reached  his  case,  which  may  be  in  a  month,  and  perhaps  not  in  a  year. 
Hoxie  told  our  informant  that  he  must  keep  a  close  mouth  in  Davenport  regarding 
what  he  had  seen  and  heard,  but  the  scamp  mistook  his  man  when  he  undertook  to 
frighten  our  informant  into  silence.  What  surprises  us  is  that  Mr.  Hill  should  so 
tamely  submit  to  the  outrage  of  being  carried  off  after  having  been  released  by  course 
of  law  from  tlie  custody  of  the  marshal.  Hoxie  in  Hill's  presence  acknowledged  that 
he  stole  his  prisoner  from  the  jail — at  least  so  our  informant  says.  Hill  would  have 
been  justified  in  letting  daylight  into  Hoxie  and  then  returning  to  stand  his  trial, 
and  he  slionld  have  done  just  that  very  thing.  From  what  we  can  learn  the  proper 
tools  for  his  release  were  offered  him  by  more  than  one  individual  during  the  morning 
the  party  tarried  in  Viola. 

These  paragraphs  contain  but  a  single  truth,  I  was  in  Viola  on 
Saturday  morning.  Hill  was  not  in  chains  and  never  had  been.  He 
was  not  compelled  to  lie  down  on  the  floor.  No  one  was  told  that  Hill 
was  a  runaway  military  prisoner  who  had  been  captured  in  Davenport, 
but  the  bystanders  were  told  that  he  had  been  indicted  as  a  traitor" 
and  that  I  held  him  a  military  prisoner  under  an  order  from  the  Presi- 
dent to  deliver  him  to  Fort  Lafayette,  I  did  not  threaten  to  inflict 
severe  punishment  upon  him  or  in  any  other  way  restrain  his  state- 
ments. The  charge  that  he  had  been  cleared  of  crime  by  a  jury  of  his 
countrymen  is  simply  false. 

The  only  action  that  has  ever  been  taken  in  his  case  was  by  the 
gi-and  jury  which  indicted  him.  The  Attorney- General  saw  proper  to 
nolle  that  indictment  and  discharge  him  from  civil  custody  for  reasons 
which  were  doubtless  satisfactory  to  him.  The  proper  Department 
issued  the  order  to  take  him  into  military  custody  and  I  executed  the 
order.  General  Banks  refused  to  obey  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  issued 
by  Chief-Justice  Taney  and  General  Dix — not  only  refused  to  obey  a 
writ  issued  in  a  similar  case,  but  issued  an  order  for  the  arrest  of  the 
attorneys  who  sued  it  out.  I  held  Hill  as  a  military  prisoner,  and  with 
such  examples  did  not  feel  disposed  to  stop  and  discuss  with  every 
pettifogger  between  Des  Moines  and  Fort  Lafayette  the  power  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  and  those  acting  under  his  orders  to  disregard  the 
writ,  when  it  is  sought  to  be  interposed  in  revolutionary  times  for  the 
relief  of  such  prisoners.  It  was  my  business  to  obey  an  order  issued 
by  the  proper  Department  in  the  manner  authorized  by  approved  pre- 
cedents, and  not  to  discuss  constitutional  law  and  the  powers  to  be 
exercised  by  the  Government  when  engaged  in  a  contest  with  domestic 
traitors,  the  issue  of  which  involves  the  very  existence  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

I  arrested  Hill  and  took  him  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  have  nothing  to 
regret  in  connection  with  the  transaction.  If  any  similar  orders  shall 
be  directed  to  me  in  the  future  they  will  be  as  promptly  executed.  If 
secret  sympathizers  with  or  open  partisans  of  traitors  can  draw  any 
consolation  firom  this  assurance  they  are  entirely  welcome  to  it. 

H,  M.  HOXIE. 
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Port  Lafayette,  N.  T.,  February  7, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Department  oj  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  Some  three  weeks  since  I  was  infoi-med  that  you  would 
hear  the  statements  of  those  confined  here  relative  to  charges  of  the 
Government  against  them.  Thus  understanding  I  made  mine  con- 
densed in  a  space  that  would  make  it  understood.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  pressing  and  urgent  business  under  your  charge,  all  of  which  is 
more  urgent  than  mine,  and  you  may  have  not  reached  my  case  or  my 
letter  may  uot  have  reached  you,  and  thus  anticipating  I  hope  you  will 
l>ardon  my  calling  up  my  case  and  troubling  you  again. 

You  are  aware  that  the  U.  S.  attorney  (Gurley)  of  Iowa  after  advise- 
ment with  your  Department  of  State  dismissed  the  civil  process  against 
me  satisfied  that  there  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Iowa  who  could 
find  me  guilty  of  the  charge  after  the  circumstances  surrounding 
the  case. 

I  have  in  my  former  letter  stated  why  the  imprudent  letter  was 
written  by  myself  to  a  friend  in  Virginia,  namely :  My  family  Avere  there 
on  a  visit ;  1  could  uot  hear  from  them  and  was  informed  that  I  could 
not  pass  the  armies  to  reach  them  and  return  with  them  to  my  Lome 
in  tlie  West.  1  published  The  Harrison  County  Flag  (Iowa)  and  took 
a  strong  part  against  Davis  et  al.  and  their  efforts  to  breiik  u])  the 
Union  and  the  party  to  which  I  was  attached.  Many  copies  of  my 
l)aper  went  to  Virginia.  I  knew  I  had  made  enemies  there,  and  the 
letter  written  was  to  reach  my  family  and  to  allay  for  a  time  the  preju- 
dices against  me  as  a  citizen  of  the  liforth. 

-  1  regret  the  aim  to  dissolve  the  Union  and  this  rebellion.  I  have  no 
interest  in  the  South ;  never  expect  to  reside  there.  All  I  have  in  this 
world  in  the  way  of  property  is  in  my  adopted  State,  and  there,  too,  I 
have  a  young  family  among  strangers  and  must  be  suffering  for  the 
want  of  parental  care.  I  wish  I  could  forward  you  a  copy  of  tlie  letter. 
In  it  I  am  sure  you  could  see  no  treason. 

1  hope  you  will  find  it  convenient  to  refer  to  U.  S.  Judge  Love,  U.  S. 
Attorney  Gurley  and  U.  S.  Marshal  lloxie,  of  Iowa,  for  the  proof  of  my 
statement  of  my  case.  I  am  willing  to  readily  subscribe  to  the  oath  of 
allegiance  in  as  binding  terms  as  may  be  required.  I  have  spent  more 
tlian  one  halt  of  all  my  means  in  defense  of  the  civil  charges  against 
me  from  which  by  the  instructions  of  the  Government  I  have  been 
acquitted.  It  seems  hard  indeed  after  all  my  battles  and  sacrifice  ■  .f 
my  limited  means  and  discharge  from  the  accusation  against  me  that 
I  am  confined  here  and  undergoing  another  punishment  for  writing  an 
imprudent  letter  only,  for  which  I  have  already  suffered  much;  but  I 
will  submit  patiently  hoping  when  my  case  is  reached  I  will  be  released 
by  taking  the  oath.    I  await. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  ^'  WM.  M.  HILL. 


Des  Moines,  February  12, 1862. 
W.  M.  Hill,  Fort  Lafayette. 

Siu :  I  have  seen  a  letter  addressed  to  a  number  of  State  officers  by 
you  in  which  you  say  that  I  am  willing  to  interpose  in  your  behalf  in 
your  efforts  to  procure  a  discharge  from  Fort  Lafayette.  Justice  to 
yourself  as  well  as  myself  requires  that  you  should  understand  my 
position  clearly.  Those  claiming  to  act  as  your  frieiMis  have  attempted 
through  the  secession  press  of  this  State  to  fill  the  public  mind  with 
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false  statements  concerning  my  conduct  in  connection  with  your  arrest, 
and  your  attorney  claiming  to  act  under  your  instructions  has  insti- 
tuted one  civil  suit  against  me  and  proposes  to  try  his  hand  at  another. 
A  criminal  prosecution  was  even  attempted  and  failed.  To  ask  any 
interference  on  my  part  under  these  circumstances  is  exacting  too  much 
of  human  nature  and  I  shall  therefore  decline  to  interfere  in  your  case. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

H.  M.  HOXIE, 
U.  S.  Marshal,  District  of  Iowa. 

Washington  City,  February  16, 1862. 
[William  M.  Hill.] 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  this  morning  received  yours*  of  the  12th  instant, 
addressed  to  the  entire  delegation  in  Congress.  I  will  lay  it  before 
them  to-morrow  morning  and  advise  you  of  their  action.  I  have  no 
doubt,  however,  but  you  will  be  released  very  soon  under  the  recent 
order  of  the  President.  I  may  say  lor  myself  that  I  have  seen  and 
conversed  with  the  U.  S.  attorney  for  Iowa  on  the  subject  of  your 
arrest  and  confinement,  and  will  say  frankly  that  his  statements  agree 
substantially  with  your  narrative. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  General  Jonest  will  also  soon  be  released.  Should 
you  have  the  opportunity  say  to  him  that  I  have  conversed  with  Mr. 
Seward  in  relation  to  his  case  very  recently.     I  send  by  this  mail 
some  Iowa  papers  for  you  and  him. 
Yours,  &c,, 

JAS.  HAELAN, 
_  [U.  8.  Senator.] 

Des  Moines,  February  16, 1862. 
W.  M.  Hill,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir:  A  letter  has  been  reqpived  by  the  governor  addressed 
to  him  and  other  State  officers,  myself  included,  asking  a  recommenda- 
tion from  us  for  your  release.  While  I  might  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances be  in  favor  of  granting  your  request,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  say 
that  your  legal  adviser  in  this  city  having  commenced  proceedings  in 
court  to  recover  damages  from  the  U.  S.  marshal  of  this  State  for  doing 
his  duty  in  arresting  and  conveying  you  to  Fort  Lafayette  you  can 
hardly  expect  any  interference  from  us  in  your  behalf  while  that  prose- 
cution is  pending. 

Very  respectfully, 

_  F.  W.  PALMER. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  February  20, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Has  the  President  ever  made  a  formal  order  suspending  the 
privileges  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus?  If  he  has  will  you  be  kind 
enough  to  cause  a  copy  to  be  sent  me.  I  make  the  application  as  the 
attorney  of  H.  M.  Hoxie,  U.  S.  marshal,  against  whom  an  action  is  now 
pending  to  recover  the  forfeiture  provided  by  statute  for  disregarding 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  action  was  brought  by  William  M.  Hill, 
who  was  recently  by  your  order  consigned  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
Very  respectfully, 

THO.  F.  WITHROW. 


*  Not  found.  t  See  case  of  George  W.  Jones,  p.  1295. 
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FoET  Lafayette,  Fetv  York  Harbor,  February  23,  1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  War  Department,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  bad  fondly  hoped  that  your  recent  proclamation  would 
have  reached  my  case  and  that  I  would  have  been  released  as  a  polit- 
ical prisoner.  Some  forty  prisoners  were  discharged  from  this  fort  yes- 
terday whose  misdemeanors  and  offenses  were  of  more  magnitude  than 
the  one  I  am  supposed  to  have  committed.  My  misdemeanor  is  writing 
a  sympathizing  letter  to  friends  in  Virginia  from  Iowa,  my  adopted 
home.  For  this,  too,  I  have  been  tried  before  the  civil  authorities  of  my 
State  and  honorably  acquitted.  I  refer  you  to  U.  S.  Attorney  Gurley, 
of  Iowa  (who  is  now  in  Washington),  and  Senator  James  Harlan  from 
Iowa. 

I  am  willing  to  subscribe  to  the  reasonable  requisition  of  your  procla- 
mation or  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  if  required  give  any  other 
obligation  or  security  that  may  be  required.  All  my  property  and 
interest  is  in  a  loyal  State,  where  I  expect  to  remain  the  residue  of 
life.  May  I  hope  to  hear  of  my  release  by  return  mail. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  HILL.     . 

Febeuaky  24, 1862. 

I,  William  M.  Hill,  of  Magnolia,  Iowa,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort 
Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  hereby  make  ai)plication  to  be  released  from  custody 
ou  my  parole  of  honor  to  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in 
hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  accordance  with 
tbe  terms  of  Executive  Order,  No.  1,  of  the  War  Department,  dated 
February  14, 1862,  in  reference  to  political  prisoners. 

WILLIAM  M.  HILL. 


Senate  Chamber,  Washington,  February  26, 1862. 
The  Secretary  of  Wae. 

Sir  :  We  respectfully  request  that  William  M.  Hill,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  residing  in  Iowa  now  in  confinement  at  Fort  Lafayette 
on  an  order  as  it  is  said  emanating  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
account  of  suspicion  of  disloyalty,  may  be  discharged  from  custody  and 
permitted  to  return  to  his  family. 
Your  obedient  servants, 

JAS.  HAELAN. 
JAMES  W.  GRIMES. 


War  Department,  Washington,  March  3, 1862. 
H.  M.  HOXTE,  Esq.,  U.  8.  Marshal,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
tlie  L'Tth  of  January  last,  which  was  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  also  a  letter  from  Thomas  F.  Withrow,  esq., your  attorney,  relative 
t^)  tlie  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 
In  reply  I  inclose  a  copy,  authenticated,  of  an  order*  which  was  issued 
by  the  'President  on  the  6th  day  of  December  last  addressed  to  Major- 
General  lialleck,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  suspend- 
ing the  execution  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  within  his  command.    1 

*  Omitted  here ;  see  p.  1334 ;  also  see  Vol.  I,  this  scries,  pp.  230,  231,  for  correspond- 
ence relating  to  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act  in  General  Halleck's  department. 


1332  PRISONERS    OF   WA.R,    ETC. 

have  also  to  inform  you  that  by  an  order  which  was  issued  from  this 
Department  on  the  9th  day  of  August,  1801,  the  State  of  Iowa  was 
included  within  the  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 

'  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  Washington,  March  3, 1862. 
H.  M.  HoxiE,  Esq.,  U.  8.  Marshal,  Des  Moines,  Iowa: 

What  are  the  names  of  the  attorneys  who  have  commenced  proceed- 
ings against  you  for  refusing  to  obey  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ?    Answer 

^^^^'^^'^'P^-  _    •  E.  D.WEBSTER. 

Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  March  3, 1862. 
General  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Dear  Sir:  Unless  I  can  get  a  parole  for  a  few  days  I  will  not  be 
able  to  ofler  my  evidence  explaining  the  circumstances  under  which  I 
wrote  a  letter  in  which  there  is  seeming  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebel- 
lion. At  that  time  I  was  aiming  only  to  get  my  family  through  the 
lines  of  Wise  and  Floyd  to  their  home.  I  had  no  thought  of  commit- 
ting the  act  of  treason  against  my  Government.  No  one  thought  then 
the  rebellion  would  assume  such  magnitude.  The  letter  was  returned 
to  my  address  and  pilfered  from  the  post-ofQce  by  an  enemy,  published 
in  a  paper  that  has  ever  aimed  to  traduce  my  humble  name  and  char- 
acter, I  have  read  the  copy.  It  is  not  all  my  production.  I  (;an  get 
evidence  of  this  at  my  home.  I  wrote  my  wife  in  Virginia  advising  her 
how  to  pass  the  armies.  This  was  directed  to  some  postmaster  to  for- 
ward to  her.  In  that  letter  to  the  postmaster  I  may  have  flattered  his 
views  for  the  same  designs. 

Nearly  every  citizen  of  Iowa  who  is  acquainted  with  my  case  would 
petition  for  my  release.  Thousands  of  devoted  Union  men  have 
expressed  their  astonishment  to  me  of  the  course  pursued  in  my  case. 
If  you  cannot  consistently  release  me  I  ask  to  be  remanded  to  my  dis- 
trict? I  will  give  good  bond  and  go  before  a  grand  jury  and  ask  that 
my  case  be  investigated  and  will  not  depart  until  I  am  honorably  dis- 
charged. I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  order*  of  my  release  before  I  was 
arrested  by  the  marshal ;  also  some  comments  of  newspapers  showing 
the  facts  of  the  marshal's  acts.  I  am  not  accountable  for  the  course 
pursued  by  some  of  the  newspapers  of  my  State.  They  censure  some 
of  the  Government  officers.  I  wish  it  had  been  otherwise.  It  has 
been  no  advantage  to  me;  but  it  is  no  fault  of  mine. 

I  hope,  general,  you  will  excuse  my  earnest  and  anxious  demeanor. 
I  have  no  one  to  present  my  case.  While  I  fear  the  same  persons  who 
have  formerly  misrepresented  me  may  do  so  again,  all  I  ask  is  the 
evidence  from  the  capital,  of  Iowa  (Des  Moines)  and  from  Magnolia, 
my  home.  My  importance  is  not  to  be  compared  to  Mr.  Brounlen. 
While  he  is  a  public  man  of  ability,  I  am  an  hnmble,  quiet  citizen. 
Yet  he  received  his  liberties  after  the  civil  action  was  dismissed  against 
him.  Hon.  F.  W.  Palmer  and  the  marshal  are  against  my  release 
because  of  the  suits  pending  against  the  marshal.  The  marshal  pro- 
cured my  arrest.    You  can  see  his  designs. 

I  remain,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  HILL. 

*  Not  found. 
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War  Department,  Washington,  March  8, 1862. 
Maj.  Geii.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 

General  :  I  inclose  herewith  for  your  information  a  letter*  from  H. 
M.  Hoxie,  esq.,  the  U.  S.  marshal  for  the  district  of  Iowa,  relative  to 
proceedings  which  one  0.  C.  Cole,  who  is  represented  to  be  a  sympa- 
thizer with  the  persons  in  insurrection  against  the  autliority  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  has  commenced  against  him  for 
declining  to  obey  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  while  in  the  execution  of  an 
order  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  State  of  Iowa  is  in  your  mili- 
tary department.  The  President  by  an  order  addressed  to  you  on  the 
6th  day  of  December  last  suspended  that  writ  therein. 

With  a  view  to  this  arrest  you  will  adopt  such  proceedings  as  you 
may  find  necessary  to  protect  officers  who  perform  whatsoever  duties 
are  required  of  them  by  the  Executive.  It  is  presumed  that  the  arrest 
and  detention  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Cole  would  have  a  salutary  effect.  An  order 
addressed  to  the  U.  S.  marshal  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  will  without  doubt 
be  properly  executed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

E,  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  Washington,  March  10, 1862. 
Hons.  James  Haklan  and  James  W.  Grimes,  U.  S.  Senate. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  requesting  that  "  Mr.  W.  M.  Hill,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  residing  in  Iowa  now  in  confinement  at  Fort  Lafay- 
ette on  an  order  as  it  is  said  emanating  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
account  of  suspicion  of  disloyalty,  may  be  discharged  from  custody  and 
permitted  to  return  to  his  family." 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  Mr.  Hill  is  held  upon  what 
appears  to  be  conclusive  evidence  that  he  not  only  sympathized  with 
the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  but 
that  he  was  actually  engaged  in  aftbrding  aid  and  comfort  to  them  in 
the  character  of  a  spy.  It  is  presumed,  however,  that  in  making  this 
request  you  may  have  been  actuated  by  a  knowledge  of  facts  of  which 
this  Department  may  not  be  aware.  I  will  consequently  thank  you  to 
state  the  reasons  upon  which  your  application  is  founded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

E.   M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Senate  Chamber,  Washington,  March  13, 1863. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  10th  instant  concerning  the  imprisonment  of  William  M.  Hill,  of 
Iowa,  at  Fort  Lafayette.  We  are  informed  that  Mr.  Hill  was  indicted 
by  the  grand  jury  of  the  U.  S.  district  court  for  Iowa,  but  that 
Hon.  W,  H.  F.  Gurley,  U.  S.  district  attorney  for  Iowa,  after  consulta- 
tion with  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  entered  a  nol.  pros, 
in  the  case  on  the  ground  that  there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  to  con- 
vict Mr.  Hill  of  treason. 

"Omitted  here.    See  Hoxie  to  Seward  January  27,  with  its  inclosures,  p.  1326. 
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Although  at  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion  Mr.  Hill's  sympathies 
may  have  been  with  the  enemies  of  the  Government  we  do  not  believe 
he  has  been  guilty  of  any  act  of  treason,  and  from  the  best  information 
we  have  now  before  us  we  believe  him  to  be  in  sympathy  with  the  Gov- 
ernment and  that  he  has  been  sufflciently  punished  for  any  improper 
acts  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge. 
Your  obedient  servants, 

JAS  HAELAF. 
JAMES  W.  GEIMES. 


Saint  Louis,  March  15,  1862. 
H.  M.  HoxiB,  Esq.,  TJ.  8.  Marshal,  Bes  Moines. 

Sir  :  I  had  authority  to  declare  martial  law  in  Iowa  but  have  never 
exercised  it.  I  have  made  and  send  herewith  an  order  in  relation  to 
Hill  in  order  to  protect  you  so  far  as  I  can.  I  must  have  immediately 
a  full  report  of  the  facts  of  the  case  in  order  to  justify  me  in  this  pro- 
ceeding. Unless  this  is  given  and  it  is  satisfactorily  stated  that  it 
is  necessary  for  public  good  to  exercise  this  power  the  order  will  be 
revoked. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  from  your  letter  to  Secretary  Seward*  that 
this  difficulty  has  grown  out  of  some  newspaper  quarrel.  If  so  I  shall 
have  nothing  further  to  do  with  it.  I  permit  the  newspapers  to  abuse 
me  to  their  hearts'  content  and  I  advise  you  to  do  the  same.  It  is, 
however,  a  very  difficult  matter  where  they  assist  and  encourage  the 
enemies  of  our  Government  in  this  unholj"^  rebellion. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLBCK, 

Major-Qeneral. 

[Incloaure.] 

Saint  Louis,  March  15, 1862. 
H.  M.  HoxiE,  Esq., 

TJ.  S.  Marshal,  District  of  Iowa,  Bes  Moines  : 
By  virtue  of  authority  conferred  on  me  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  I  direct  that  you  do  not  release  William  M.  Hill  with- 
out the  proper  orders  from  these  headquarters,  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  being  suspended  in  regard  to  said  Hill.  You 
are  authorized  to  disregard  the  writ  or  process  of  any  civil  court  which 
may  have  been  or  may  be  issued  for  the  release  or  production  before 
the  court  of  the  body  of  the  prisoner. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General. 

Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  March  17, 1862. 
General  John  A.  Dix, 
Hon.  Judge  Pieeeepont, 

Commissioners,  Washington  City. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  aimed  to  forward  to  you  the  evidence  of  my 
trial  and  acquittal  in  my  State  and  district  of  the  accusation  of  trea- 
son, the  same  charge  under  which  I  am  held  here  as  a  political  prisoner. 
I  am  hopeful  that  this  evidence  with  evidence  in  my  behalf  is  before  you. 

I  will  reiterate  though  that  I  am  only  accased  of  writing  a  sympa- 
thizing  letter  to  friends  in  Virginia  long  before  the  rebellion  assumed 

•  Probably  refers  to  copy  of  Hoxie  to  Seward,  January  27,  ante. 
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the  maguitude  it  lias  (May,  1861).  This  imprudent  letter,  too,  was 
written  while  my  wife  was  there  on  a  visit,  and  pleading  for  a  way  or 
passage  through  the  armies  of  Virginia  to  her  home  in  Iowa.  The 
letter  was  designed  to  pave  my  way  through  the  armies  who  would 
otherwise  have  denied  me  a  passage,  and  would  in  my  opinion  have 
been  held  as  a  spy  and  refused  me  passage  and  prevented  me  return- 
ing with  my  wife  to  my  home  in  a  loyal  State.  With  much  difficulty  I 
made  the  journey  and  returned  to  my  home  and  ofBce. 

The  citizens  of  my  State  and  the  legal  tribunal  through  which  I 
have  been  made  to  pass  with  this  mistaken  charge  against  me  have 
judged  that  I  committed  an  imprudent  act  only,  and  all  have  been  sur- 
prised that  I  have  been  made  to  bear  the  punishment  I  have,  and  all 
would  without  distinction  of  party  speed  the  day  of  my  release.  Had 
not  the  marshal  of  the  State  with  seeming  malicious  and  speculative 
designs  filed  the  information  against  me  and  urged  my  prosecution  the 
Government  or  no  one  else  would  have  judged  I  had  designed  to  com- 
mit treason  against  my  Government,  nor  would  my  humble  and  quiet 
position  as  a  citizen  ever  been  noticed  by  legal  or  Government  counsel. 
I  may  be  all  wrong  in  so  referring  to  the  marshal  of  loWa,  but  the 
journals  of  the  State  I  have  sent  you  expose  his  illegal  acts  in  my  pros- 
ecution for  which  he  has  been  sued  (but  not  at  my  request  or  will). 
His  exposition  has  brought  him  and  a  few  of  his  friends  down  upon  my 
incarcerated  head  and  they  are  again  misrepresenting  me.  I  am  thank- 
fnl  I  am  not  to  pass  under  their  judgment,  but  under  yours,  who  will 
judge  me  as  I  deserve. 

I  have  aimed  to  forward  you  letters  of  Messrs.  Harlan  and  Grimes, 
Iowa  Senators,  who  have  been  made  acquainted  with  my  offense  and 
who  have  made  written  request  to  the  War  Department  for  my  release 
(since  your  appointment).  I  refer  you  to  them ;  also  to  U.  S.  Attorney 
Gurley  for  Iowa,  now  in  Washington ;  to  U.  8.  Judge  Love  of  Iowa,  who 
judged  me  not  guilty  of  treason ;  who  tried  me  and  honorably  acquitted 
me.  I  wish  I  could  refer  you  to  the  opinion  of  the  press  and  the  almost 
unanimous  [voice]  of  the  citizens  of  Iowa  in  my  favor.  But  I  must  not 
intrude  more  upon  your  time.  I  have  asked  in  case  you  cannot  immedi- 
ately discharge  me  to  send  me  to  my  State  and  district,  where  I  will 
ask  a  bill  being  found  and  a  trial  before  those  who  are  well  acquainted 
with  my  loyalty;  where  I  will  neither  ask  to  challenge  a  juror  nor 
introduce  a  witness,  nor  depart  until  my  title  to  freedom  is  clear. 
I  have  asked,  too,  for  a  parole  to  seek  my  liberty  through  an  exchange 
of  some  grade  designated  by  the  Government — to  secure  my  liberty  and 
return  to  my  office,  my  home  and  suffering  family.  I  have  asked  to 
renew  my  pledge  of  loyalty  by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  have 
no  interest  in  Virginia  nor  in  this  rebellion.  All  I  possess  is  in  Iowa, 
my  home.  I  must  be  excused  for  presenting  my  own  case.  I  have  no 
acquaintance  to  plead  for  me  nearer  than  Iowa. 

With  hopes  to  hear  from  you  soon,  I  remain,  gentlemen,  humbly, 

yours, 

'  WM.  M.  HILL. 


FOKT  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  March  18, 1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  War  Department,  Washington. 

Dear  Sie:  Senator  Harlan  and  Senator  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  kindly 
sent  me  your  letter  addressed  to  them  concerning  the  charges  against 
[me]  and  my  release. 
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1  am  mucli  surprised  to  learu  that  I  am  cliaiged  with  disloyalty,  aid- 
ing aud  comforting  the  enemies  and  even  [being]  a  spy.  Whoever  has 
madethe.se  accusations  against  me  has  done  me  great  injustice.  The 
only  act  of  error  and  imprudence  1  have  committed  was  in  writing  a 
letter  to  Virginia  while  my  family  were  there  to  enable  me  to  pass  the 
armies  and  get  my  family  home.  Had  I  not  resorted  to  flattery,  sym- 
I)athy  aud  deception  I  would  likely  have  been  incarcerated  in  a  Southern 
prison  as  a  spy  in  my  endeavors  to  get  my  family  home.  1  repeat  again 
frankly  and  honestly  and  truthfully  that  was  all  that  induced  me  to 
write  at  all  to  Virginia,  and  this  letter,  too,  was  written  long  before  the 
rebellion  assumed  the  magnitude  it  has  (May,  1801),  since  which  time 
and  before  I  have  acted  the  part  of  a  loyal  citizen  in  a  loyal  district  and 
State,  having  no  communication  with  tlie  South  nor  desiring  any;  and 
living  content  a  thousand  miles  from  the  South  how  unreasonable  it  is 
that  1  can  be  charged  as  a  spy.  If  I  was  a  traitor  or  desired  the  suc- 
cess of  the  rebellion  I  would  have  remained  in  Virginia,  but  I  have  no 
interest  there  nor  any  in  tlie  South  nor  in  the  rebellion.  All  my  inter- 
ests are  in  Iowa,  and  I  would  I  could  refer  tlie  Department  to  the  citi- 
zens of  my  district  and  get  their  truthful  verdict  as  a  loyal  citizen. 

I  know  I  have  been  much  wronged  in  this  prosecution  by  the  marshal 
of  the  State,  who  with  a  few  others  for  the  per  diem  and  fees  and 
through  seeming  malice  have  made  me  sufler  for  many  months  in  this 
prison  while  my  family  are  among  strangers.  For  the  truth  of  this 
hasty  assertion  I  refer  your  honor  to  my  trial  and  acquittal  under 
charge  of  treason  in  the  U.  S.  court  of  Iowa,  to  U.  S.  Judge  Love  and 
U,  S.  Attorney  Gurley. 

To  get  me  confined  here  the  marshal  kidnapped  me — stole  me  from 
the  custody  of  an  offlcer  who  had  served  upon  him  the  sacred  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  for  my  release.  Thus  I  have  been  misrepresented  and 
thus  denied  the  benefit  of  the  habeas  corpus  writ,  and,  too,  after  having 
been  acquitted  of  the  same  charge  that  stands  in  your  Department. 

I  have  asked  to  be  discharged.  If  refused  I  ask  to  be  sent  to  my 
district  where  I  will  ask  the  finding  of  a  bill  (if  possible  to  indict  me 
for  treason)  and  will  faithfully  abide  the  decision  of  my  State. 

There  is  not  one  citizen  of  my  State  who  is  acquainted  with  my  case 
but  will  say  I  have  been  much  wronged  and  would  plead  for  my  release. 
Surely  I  have  been  punished  already  more  than  my  oflense  justifies. 
For  the  safety  of  my  family  and  myself  I  did  write  only  a  sympathizing 
letter.  That  too  may  have  been  altered  as  I  never  have  seen  it  since  it 
was  published.  If  my  case  is  Avith  the  commissioners  I  hope  this  will 
be  given  them. 

With  great  hopes  and  respect,  I  await  and  submit  my  liberty  to 
your  good  will. 

Very  obediently, 

WM.  M.  HILL. 


Fort  Lafayette,  'N'.  Y.,  March  23. 1862. 
General  John  A.  Dix, 
Hon.  Edwaebs  Piereepont. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  before  me  honorable  Secretary  Stanton's  letter 
of  the  20th  informing  me  that  my  case  (state  or  political  prisoner)  was 
referred  to  you  and  that  my  release  depended  upon  your  decision.  I 
have  aimed  to  get  the  evidence  in  my  favor  (sutBcient  I  think  to  discharge 
me)  before  you,  though  I  am  not  certain  it  is  now  before  you.  The  great 
distance  from  my  home,  from  friends,  and  the  difficulties  of  communi- 
cation and  presenting  my  case  with  that  light  and  truth  I  would  wish 
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prompted  me  agaiu  to  refer  to  other  evidence  in  case  ycu  have  not 
received  my  letters  or  that  they  are  nob  sufficient  for  my  discharge. 

At  my  former  trial  for  the  crime  and  oflense  of  writing  tlie  unfortu- 
nate letter  I  had  evidence  to  prove  that  the  person  who  abstracted  tlie 
letter  from  the  post-office — the  editor  who  published  it — had  materially 
altered  the  wording  of  it.  (They  are  revengeful  enemies.)  Whenlwas 
discharged  by  the  U.  S.  court  from  further  prosecution  by  the  entering 
of  a  nolle  the  jurors  and  Government  witnesses  signed  an  entry  to  the 
effect  that  my  prosecution  was  unwise,  unnecessary,  and  calculated 
not  to  result  in  any  good  in  the  cause  of  the  Government. 

This  resolve  by  those  who  know  me  well,  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  letter  was  written,  and  my  loyalty,  together  with  the  record 
of  my  acquittal  and  discharge,  I  liave  written  to  the  clerk  of  the 
U.  S.  court  atDes  Moines,  Iowa,  to  send  you.  If  you  have  not  received 
them  reference  is  made  to  Mr.  Gurley,  U.  S.  attorney  of  Iowa,  Avho  is 
now  in  Washington.  Senators  Harlan  and  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  have  been 
made  acquainted  with  my  case.  I  hope  it  may  be  convenient  for  you 
to  refer  to  them. 

It  seems  some  one  has  done  me  the  injustice  to  accuse  me  of  aiding, 
comforting,  and  even  accuse  me  of  acting  as  a  spy  to  the  rebels.  I 
have  not  written  at  all  or  communicated  with  any  one  South  for  eighteen 
months  except  the  letter  designed  to  aid  nie  in  meeting  my  family.  I 
reside  too  in  a  loyal  State  where  all  my  interest  is  centered,  a  thousand 
miles  from  a  rebellious  district.  My  loyalty  is  not  doubted  by  any 
citizen  of  my  State  who  knows  me ;  nor  would  my  imprudence  ever  been 
noticed  or  my  little  property  sacrificed  or  I  been  for  many  months 
incarcerated  had  not  personal  enemies  promoted  it  all  and  magnified 
my  ofifeuse. 

I  wish  I  could  inform  you  how  much  the  marshal  of  Iowa  is  censured 
by  the  citizens  of  the  State  for  his  malicious  persecution.  He  first 
commenced  my  troubles  and  it  is  said  to  get  his  per  diem  and  mileage 
from  the  Government.  He  has  been  sued  for  his  violation  of  right  in 
my  prosecution  and  I  know  he  and  his  friends  are  doing  all  they  can  to 
misrepresent  me.  I  will  not  again  give  my  excuses  and  apologies  for 
writing  at  the  time  I  did.  My  motives  I  have  stated,  and  whatever 
wrong  I  have  done  I  surely  have  received  my  just  punishment  already. 
It  is  my  anxious  wish  to  be  sent  to  my  district,  where  I  will  urge  a  trial 
in  case  I  am  not  readily  released.  I  wish  I  could  be  informed  who 
made  the  charges  against  me  and  upon  what  grounds. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

_  WM.  M.  HILL. 

Washington,  March  24, 1862. 
William  M.  Hill,  Esq.,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Deae  Sir:  The  Iowa  delegation  in  Congress  have  this  day  united 
in  requesting  your  discharge  fiom  confinement.    I  have  no  doubt  our 
request  will  be  complied  with. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

_  JAMES  W.  GRIMES. 

Commission  Eelating  to  State  Prisoners, 

New  York,  April  8,  1862. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  have  had  under  con- 
sideration the  case  of  William  M.  Hill,  of  Iowa,  and  respectfully  rec- 
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ommend  that  he  be  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  stipulating  that  he  will  do  no 
act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  he  will  release  all  claims  against  the  U.  S.  marshal  for  the  district 
of  Iowa  growing  in  any  manner  out  of  his  arrest  and  confinement  and 
particularly  in  disregarding  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAEDS  PIEEEEPONT, 

Commissioners. 


FoKT  Lafayette,  N.  T.,  April  10, 1862. 
General  John  A.  Dix, 
Hon.  Edwards  Pibrebpont, 

Commissioners. 
Gentlemen:  Deputy  U.  S.  marshal  informs  me  that  you  had 
requested  him  to  say  to  me  that  you  had  agreed  upon  my  release  and 
that  I  would  receive  my  discharge  in  a  few  days.  I  am  not  informed 
upon  what  conditions.  I  would  rather  have  been  sent  to  my  State  and 
district  for  trial,  but  will  accept  your  conditions,  as  I  anticipate  them 
reasonable  from  the  questions  propounded  while  I  was  before  you.  I 
have  a  Mend  in  the  city  from  Iowa  who  is  waiting  to  advance  me  some 
means  and  accompany  me  home.  It  would  be  of  great  convenience 
and  pleasure  to  know  the  time  I  may  expect  my  discharge,  and  if  it  is 
necessary  for  you  to  await  further  instructions  from  Washington.  May 
I  hope  for  an  answer. 


Very  respectfiilly, 


WM.  M.  HILL. 


Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  April  14, 1862. 
Hon.  James  W.  Grimes,  U.  S.  Senate. 

Dear  Friend  :  I  am  under  many  obligations  to  you  and  Senator 
Harlan  for  the  sympathy  you  have  manifested  for  me,  and  for  your  kind- 
ness and  efforts  in  releasing  me  from  my  unhappy  confinement.  Though 
I  have  troubled  you  much  I  will  ask  another  favor  of  you. 

Messrs.  Dix  and  Pierrepont  have  recommended  my  release  on  the 
conditions  that  I  dismiss  suits  commenced  in  Iowa  against  Mr.  Hoxie, 
the  marshal,  and  by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  This  I  am  willing 
to  do.  I  informed  you  that  Mr.  Cole,  who  had  formerly  acted  as  my 
attorney,  had  no  authority  to  bring  these  suits;  that  what  he  has  done 
was  without  my  authority  or  knowledge.  I  have  not  consulted  with 
him,  nor  has  he  ever  informed  me  of  the  bringing  of  these  suits.  I 
think  Mr.  Hoxie  has  done  me  great  injustice,  but  I  never  thought  of 
suing  him,  as  I  know  litigation  with  a  Government  officer  would  only 
redound  to  my  disadvantage.  But  to  my  request.  I  respectfully  ask 
that  you  would  personally  refer  to  the  War  Department  and  see  that 
the  papers  for  my  release  are  made  out  and  sent  on.  Under  the  press 
of  business  the  recommendation  and  application  of  the  Commissioners 
may  remain  in  the  office  days  and  weeks  without  being  sent  on. 

I  cannot  be  misinformed  of  the  decision  of  the  commissioners.  It 
comes  through  Mr.  Webster,  the  Secretary ;  also  through  U.  S.  marshal. 
I  cannot  think  the  Government  will  refuse  to  discharge  me  under  these 
circumstances.    If  there  Is  any  refusal  or  any  cause,  will  you  please 
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inform  me  wlitit  cau  be  the  reason.  You  cau  reiterate  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Gurley,  U.  S.  attorney,  who  knows  all  about  my  case — my  inno- 
cence of  the  charge  against  me.  You  can  refer  to  my  trial  and  acquit- 
tal, to  my  loyalty,  the  great  distance  I  reside  from  the  South,  and  that 
all  my  wrong  consists  in  writing  a  sympathizing  letter  to  my  friends  in 
Virginia,  designed  to  get  my  family  home  through  the  armies.  The 
letter  of  the  Iowa  delegation*  for  my  release  to  the  President  can  also 
be  transferred  to  Mr.  Stanton.  I  hope  I  may  hear  from  you  by  return 
mail.  I  hope  to  be  situated  so  I  can  repay  you  for  your  kindness. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  HILL. 


War  Department,  Washington,  April  26, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 
Hon.  Edwards  Pierrbpont, 

Commissioners. 
Gentlemen:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge 
yonr  letter  of  the  9th  [8th]  instant  *  «  *  recommending  that  "Wil- 
liam M.  Hill  be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  stipula- 
ting to  release  all  suits  and  claims  against  the  U.  S.  marshal,  H.  M. 
Hoxie,  growing  out  of  the  execution  of  any  orders  in  connection  with 
his  arrest.  He  approves  your  findings  as  above  stated  and  directs 
that  you  carry  into  effect  the  decision  in  respect  to  William  M.  Hill 
upon  the  terms  and  conditions  proposed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistcmt  Secretary  of  War. 


April  28, 1862. 
Egbert  Murray,  Esq.,  TJ.  S.  Marshal,  Kew  YorTc. 

Sir:  You  will  i)lease  bring  before  the  commission  to-morrow  (Tues- 
day, April  29),  at  11  a.  m.,  the  following-named  prisoners  confined  at 
Fort  Lafayette,  viz,    *    *    *    William  [M.]  Hill. 
By  order  of  the  commission : 

E.  D.  WEBSTEK, 

Secreta/ry. 


Commission  Eelating  to  State  Prisoners, 

New  York,  April  29, 1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette. 

Colonel  :  Mr.  Hill  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  engaged 
to  relinquish  all  claims  against  the  U.  S.  marshal  for  the  district  of 
Iowa  growing  in  any  manner  out  of  his  arrest  and  confinement  you  will 
please  release  him. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAEDS  PIEEEEPONT, 

Commissioners. 


*  Does  not  appear  in  the  case. 
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Case  of  Messrs.  Hnnter  and  Hull. 

Samuel  Hunter  was  arrested  by  the  military  authorities  near  Sandy 
Hook,  on  the  Upper  Potomac,  and  sent  by  order  of  Major-General  Banks 
December  25, 1861,  to  the  provost  marshal  of  Washington  who  com 
mitted  htm  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  The  charges  against  Hunter 
were  that  in  violation  of  the  President's  iiroclamatiou  interdicting  cor- 
respondence and  commercial  intercourse  with  the  rebel  States  he  went 
to  Virginia  in  August,  18G1,  on  a  collecting  tour  for  the  firm  of  Hop- 
kins, Hull  &  Atkinson,  of  Baltimore ;  that  by  representing  the  members 
of  that  Arm  loyal  to  the  Confederate  States  he  traveled  with  impunity 
through  the  insurrectionary  States,  and  on  his  return  brought  with  him 
various  business  and  social  letters  to  be  delivered  by  him  personally  or 
mailed  to  parties  in  the  North.  Ajjplication  having  been  made  for  the 
release  of  Hunter  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State 
January  22, 1862,  directing  the  provost-marshal  of  Washington  to  dis- 
charge him  ou  his  taking  an  oath  not  to  visit  any  of  the  insurrectionary 
States  during  the  present  war  without  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
or  do  any  act  hostile  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The  said 
Samuel  Hunter  was  accordingly  released. 

Robert  Hull  was  arrested  January  30, 1862,  in  Baltimore  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  committed  to  Fort  McHenry  and  from  tlicnce 
conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  The  charges  against  Hull  were  tliat  in 
violation  of  the  President's  proclamation  interdicting  communication 
with  the  rebel  States  he  with  his  partners  representing  the  firm  of  Hop- 
kins, Hull  &  Atkinson  doing  business  in  Baltimore  sent  Samuel  Hunter 
as  their  authorized  agent  to  Virginia  and  tlie  Southern  States  to  collect 
moneys  and  accounts  due  the  firm.  The  said  Hunter  upon  his  return 
having  been  arrested  by  the  military  autliorities  of  the  United  States 
near  Harper's  Ferry,  upon  his  person  were  found  letters  and  certain 
correspondence  implicating  Eobert  Hull  and  his  partners  with  being  in 
sympathy  with  the  rebels.  It  a])pears  that  the  said  Hunter  while  act- 
ing as  agent  of  the  said  firm  found  difficulty  in  making  collections,  and 
in  behalf  of  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Hull  &  Atkinson  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  a  firm  in  llichmond.*  Mr.  Hunter  acting  under  the  written 
authority  of  Hopkins,  Hull  &  Atkinson  assures  their  friends  that  that 
firm  is  "known  to  be  loyal  to  the  Confederate  States."  February  5, 
1862,  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  directing  the 
release  of  Hull  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  entering  into 
stipulations  to  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
This  offer  of  release  was  declined,  and  in  reference  to  it  Hull  wrote  Feb- 
ruary  9, 1862,  as  follows : 

I  was  offered  my  release  yesterday  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  which  I  had 
respectfully  to  decline.  Even  if  so  disposed  it  would  ruin  mo  with  nine-tenths  of 
our  customers  who  live  in  the  South,  hut  I  had  no  idea  of  taking  it  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  said  Eobert  Hullt  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  Feb- 
ruary 15, 1862,  when  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that 
Department. — From  Record  BooJc,  State  Department,  '■^Arrests  for  I)is- 
loyalty.^' 


'  Omitted  here.  For  Hunter  to  Messrs.  Meredith,  Spencer  &  Co.,  September  23  see 
p.  1341.  * 

tFor  Dix  to  Stanton,  February  20,  1862,  recommending  Hull's  retention  amone 
others  as  a  dangerous  prisoner,  see  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  738. 
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Hdqrs.  Ctty  Guabd,  Trovost-Marshal's  Ofpick, 

Washington,  J).  C,  January  7, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  the  case  of  Samuel  Hunter,  a  prisoner  confined  in  the 
Old  Cai)itol  Building,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

Said  Hunter  was  sent  here  from  General  Banks'  division  on  the  25th 
of  December  ultimo,  having  come  into  our  lines  from  Virginia  near 
Sandy  Hook,  Md.  On  examination  at  this  office  he  stated  that  he  was 
a  native  of  Ireland;  that  he  emigrated  to  this  country  about  eleven 
years  ago;  that  he  had  resided  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  ever  since  lie  arrived 
in  this  country;  that  he  was  now  twenty-one  years  of  age;  that  he  did 
not  know  whether  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  or  not;*  that  he 
had  never  been  naturalized  and  did  not  know  whether  his  father  ever 
had  been  or  not;  that  he  had  been  in  the  einploy  of  Messrs.  Hopkins, 
Hull  &  Atkinson,  dry  goods  merchants,  258  Baltimore  street,  Balti- 
more, Md.,  for  the  last  six  years  as  clerk;  that  for  the  last  year  he  had 
been  engaged  in  collecting  bills  for  goods  sold  by  the  above-mentioned 
firm;  that  on  the  31st  of  August  last  he  was  requested  by  his  employ- 
ers to  go  South  on  a  collecting  tour;  that  he  accordingly  went  as 
requested;  that  he  took  no  letters  or  communications  of  any  kind  witli 
him  except  his  own  simple  accounts;  that  he  went  by  the  way  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  and  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  along,  hav- 
ing stated  who  he  was,  what  his  business  was,  &c. ;  that  having  made  a 
tour  of  considerable  extent  in  the  South  he  started  from  Eichmond  on 
the  19th  of  December  to  return  to  Baltimore ;  that  he  went  by  the  rail- 
road to  Strasburg  via  Manassas  Junction,  thence  to  Winchester  in  an 
omnibus,  thence  to  Cbarlestow7v  by  railroad,  and  thence  to  Harper's 
Ferry  by  private  conveyance,  where  he  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the 
24th  of  December;  that  he  engaged  a  man  there  who  raised  a  white 
flag  and  put  him  across  the  river  into  Maryland;  that  on  landing  on 
the  Maryland  shore  he  was  taken  into  custody  by  the  Union  pickets 
and  conducted  to  the  headquarters  of  Major  Tyndale,  where  he  was 
searched  and  then  sent  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Banks  at  Fred- 
erick, whence  he  was  sent  under  guard  to  this  city.  Among  the  papers 
found  upon  the  person  and  in  the  baggage  of  Hunter  were  the  follow- 
ing: 

Baltimore,  April  SO,  1861. 

To  OUR  Customers  and  Friends  in  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  and  Alabama: 

The  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Samuel  Hunter,  is  hereby  authorized  by  us  to  attend  to  the 
settlement  of  our  business  iu  the   above-mentioned  States  and  to  receipt  for  any 
monev  paid  for  our  account,  and  his  receipt  will  be  good  against  iis  for  the  same. 
'  HOPKINS,  HULL  &  ATKINSON. 

Wythe viLLE,  Va.,  September  SS,  1881. 
Messrs.  MEREDITH,  Spencer  &  Co.,  Siehmond,  Va. 

Dear  Sirs  :  You  will  do  mo  a  great  favor  by  inquiring  of  the  attorney-general  or 
some  other  competent  person  whether  there  is  a  law  or  proclamation  in  Virginia  or 
in  the  Confederate  States  prohibiting  the  payment  of  debts  to  Baltimore  liouseswho 
are  known  to  be  loyal  to  the  Confederate  States.  I  have  met  with  considerable 
objection  on  this  account.  Some  of  our  best  customers  have  an  idea  that  it  is  a 
penal  offense  and  have  refused  to  pay  the  money  on  that  account  although  they 
were  anxious  to  do  so.  If  there  is  no  law  or  proclamation  to  the  above  effect,  if  you 
can  get  the  attorney-general  or  other  competent  person  to  give  you  a  few  lines  to 
that  effect  and  inclose  it  to  me  it  will  promote  my  business  very  much.  Our  friends 
are  ail  willing  to  pay  their  Baltimore  debts  but  have  doubts  on  the  above,  subject. 
Please  write  me  as  soon  as  possible  to  care  of  Keebler  &  Pepper,  Bristol,  Va.,  what 
the  attorney  [-general]  says  about  it;  and  if  you  can  get  me  a  few  lines  from  him 
please  do  so.  If  you  think  fit  you  can  just  show  him  this  letter. 
Your  early  attentiou  will  much  oblige  yours,  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  HUNTER, 
For  HOPKINS,  HULL  &  ATKINSON. 
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Richmond,  October  21, 1861. 
Mr.  Samuel  Huntek. 

Dear  Sir  :  Youra  of  the  14th  was  received  a  day  or  two  ago  and  I  have  seen  the 
attorney-general  and  herewith  inclose  the  law  in  regard  to  the  collection  of  debts 
due  Maryland.  Your  letter  to  Hopkins,  Hnll  &  Co.  I  will  send  so  soon  as  an  oppor- 
tunity occurs,  which  is  rare  now.  I  have  been  able  to  hear  but  little  from  Baltimore 
for  some  time,  and  that  little  of  very  unsatisfactory  character.  Your  first  letterwas 
received  wliile  I  was  out  and  so  long  after  the  time  you  wished  me  to  write  you  to  a 
certain  point  that  I  did  not  write  you.  Hope  you  may  have  success  in  your  business 
operations.  Write  me  when  I  can  be  of  use  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  N.  SPILLER. 

Besides  these  letters  there  were  found  among  the  papers  of  Hunter 
sundry  business  letters  from  citizens  of  the  South  (mostly  in  reference 
to  accounts  in  his  hands  for  collection),  and  also  a  few  social  letters 
from  citizens  of  the  South  to  their  friends  in  the  North  which  Hunter 
was  bringing  within  our  lines  for  the  purpose  of  mailing  or  delivering 
in  person.  It  is  perhaps  due  to  Hunter  to  say  that  there  were  no 
papers  found  in  his  possession  of  a  treasonable  character  any  further 
than  those  above  mentioned  may  come  under  that  definition.  Upon 
Hunter's  person  also  was  found  $4,240  in  Virginia  bank  bills  which  I 
have  given  up  to  Mr.  Robert  Hull  on  Hunter's  order,  taking  the 
former's  receipt  therefor. 

On  the  1st  of  January  the  following  document  was  received  by  mail 
at  this  office,  post-marked  Baltimore,  Md.: 

The  undersigned,  doing  business  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  desire  to  state  that  the 
debts  due  them  being  almost  entirely  in  the  South,  and  their  only  dependence  either 
for  living  or  paying  their  debts  being  the  debts  due  them,  and  feeling  it  due  to 
themselves  as  well  as  to  their  creditors  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  collect  and  secure 
their  debts,  sent  their  clerk,  Samuel  Hunter,  who  has  been  living  with  them  several 
years  and  whom  they  know  to  be  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  to  Virginia  in 
August,  1861,  with  instructions  to  take  with  him  no  letters  or  correspondence,  and 
to  bring  none  with  him  on  his  return.  The  object  of  his  trip  was  only  to  secure  and 
collect  the  debts  due  us  and  to  bring  the  money  home  with  him  so  that  we  might 
be  able  to  pay  those  to  whom  we  were  indebted  here  and  in  the  North,  who  were 
then  as  now  very  urgent  and  pressing.  Since  his  departure  we  have  not  written 
to  him  except  on  business,  nor  has  he  to  us.  He  has  been  since  his  departure  dili- 
gently engaged  in  attending  to  our  business,  and  as  we  are  satisfied  to  that  only. 
On  his  arrival  at  Frederick,  Md.,  a  few  days  since  he  was  arrested  and  taken  to 
Washington  and  is  now  held  a  prisoner  there. 

As  the  trip  on  which  we  sent  him  was  only  on  business  as  stated  before,  we  respect- 
fully ask  that  he  be  discharged. 

HOPKINS,  HULL  &  ATKINSON. 

Baltimore,  December  SI,  1861. 
The  above  firm  are  highly  respectable,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  their  statements 
may  be  implicitly  relied  on. 

GEO.  R.  DODGE, 

Provost-Marahal. 

It  is  of  coarse  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that  the  whole  mission  of 
Hunter  if  not  the  agency  of  his  employers  in  the  matter  was  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  President's  proclamation  in  regard  to  communi- 
cating with  the  rebel  States,  while  it  is  for  others  also  to  define  the 
penalty  due  such  an  offense.  But  the  written  intimation  of  Hunter  in 
the  South  that  his  employers  were  known  to  be  loyal  to  the  Confederate 
States  is  a  very  serious  aggravation  of  the  matter.  Here  we  have  a 
case  of  a  mercantile  firm  living  and  flourishing  under  the  protection  of 
the  Federal  Government  confessing  themselves  through  an  authorized 
agent  traitor  to  that  Government,  and  openly  bidding  defiance  to  the 
ordinances  of  the  executive  offtcers  by  communicating  with  its  enemies 
in  arms  through  an  agent  alike  faithful  to  their  pecuniary  interests  and 
their  traitorous  designs. 
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I  cannot  see  how  the  Government  can  secure  proper  respect  for  its 
ordinances  or  discbarge  its  duty  to  the  loyal  people  and  tbe  loyal  and 
brave  army  enlisted  in  its  support  without  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others 
of  the  kind,  holding  to  strict  account  all  the  parties  concerned  iu  con- 
traband communication  with  the  enemy.  I  deem  it  my  duty  therefore 
on  this  occasion  after  a  thorough  examination  of  tbe  case  to  recommend 
and  urge  not  only  that  Hunter  be  held  in  custody  until  all  occasion  for 
his  contraband  agency  is  over,  but  that  his  three  employers,  Messrs. 
Hopkins,  Hull  <&  Atkinson,  of  Baltimore,  the  principals  in  this  habitual 
contraband  business,  be  arrested  and  so  disposed  of  as  to  effectually 
prevent  any  further  indulgence  iu  their  treasonable  propensities. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 

[IjKlorseiiiont.'l 

Respectftilly  forwarded  to  Hon.  W.  II.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

A.  PORTEK, 
Brigadier- General  and  Provost-Marshal. 


Depaktment  of  State,  Washington,  January  22, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General  :  I  will  thank  you  to  inquire  and  report  to  me  the  names 
in  full  of  each  of  the  persons  composing  the  firm  of  Hopkins,  Hull  & 
Atkinson,  doing  business  in  Baltimore,  and  whether  any  of  them  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  if  so  which  of  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Dbpabtmbnt  op  State,  Washington,  January  22, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

Sir:  Let  Samuel  Hunter,  a  prisoner  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison,  be  released  on  engaging  upon  oath  that  he  will  neither  enter 
any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  Government  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons 
residing  in  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  and  also  that  he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States 
during  the  present  insurrection, 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  »       J       i-  p_  ^   SEWARD, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Baltimore,  January  23, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Sir:  Referring  to  tbe  inquiry  as  to  the  firm  of  dry  goods  merchants 
here  of  Hopkins,  Hull  &  Atkinson  I  have  to  state  that  Basil  Hopkins, 
Robert  Hull  and  Thomas  W.  Atkinson  compose  tbe  firm.  They  are  all 
citizens  of  tbe  United  States.  The  first-named,  Hopkins,  is  known  to 
be  a  Union  man;  the  others  are  secessionists.  They  have  a  large 
number  of  accounts  due  them  in  the  South. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

GEO.  R.  DODGE, 

Provost-Marshal. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  28, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General  :  I  iim  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  request  tliat 
you  will  arrest  and  convey  to  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  Mr. 
Kobert  Hull.  You  will  please  make  a  thorough  examination  of  his 
person  and  the  premises  of  the  firm  of  Hopkins,  Hull  &  Atkinson  for 
treasonabh  correspondence.  Please  transmit  all  such  of  which  you 
may  take  possessioi  together  with  your  report  thereon  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  January  30, 1862. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Mr.  liobert  Hull,  of  the  firm  of  Hopkins,  Hull  &  Atkinson, 
has  been  arresteil  and  will  be  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  to-morrow  with 
twelve  others,  political  prisoners  from  Fort  McHenry.  His  person  and 
the  ])remises  were  searched  but  no  treasonable  correspondence  has 
been  found. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General, 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  5, 1862, 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  ¥. . 

Colonel  :  Mr.  Eobert  Hull,  of  Baltimore,  who  has  recently  been  com- 
mitted to  Fort  Lafayette,  is  a  member  of  the  Arm  of  Hull,  Hopkins  & 
Atkinson  of  that  city.  In  the  course  of  the  List  summer  this  firm  in 
defiance  of  the  President's  ju'oclamation  sent  an  agent  to  Virginia  on 
business  who  must  have  surreptitiously  passed  through  the  military 
lines  of  the  United  States.  On  his  return,  however,- he  was  arrested 
and  confined  in  this  city,  and  there  was  found  upon  him  a  corre- 
spondence by  which  the  loyalty  of  his  employers  was  compromised. 
The  firm  referred  to  then  applied  to  Lord  Lyons  to  ask  for  his  release 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  British  subject,  and  he  was  released 
accordingly.  It  was  then  deemed  advisable  to  arrest  one  of  the  prin- 
cipals, and  Mr.  Hull  was  selected  for  that  purpose.  You  may,  how- 
ever, inform  him  that  if  he  will  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  he  will  be  set  at  liberty,  and  if  he  does  take  the  oath 
you  may  release  him. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Fort  Warren,  ISFear  Boston,  May  7, 1862. 
Major-General  Dix  and  Hon.  Edwards  Pierrepont. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  a  native  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  York  but 
have  resided  in  Maryland  for  the  last  twenty-nine  years.  On  the  30th 
of  January  last  whilst  in  the  legal  prosecution  of  my  business  I  was 
arrested  by  an  officer  professing  to  act  under  an  order  of  the  Hon. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and 
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forcibly  taken  to  Fort  McHeury,  where  1  remained  oue  night;  tlieii  I 
was  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  an  armed  force  and  treated  on  the 
I'oute  like  a  common  felon.  Remained  there  some  fortnight  or  more 
and  from  thence  removed  to  this  place  and  kept  as  a  prisoner  ever 
since,  without  any  charge  having  been  made  against  me  and  without 
any  legal  warrant  for  my  arrest.  My  house  and  place  of  business  were 
searched  without  warrant  aud  without  oath;  all  of  which  was  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  aud  particularly  of  the 
fourth  article  of  "amendmeivts  to  the  Constitution." 

I  was  on  the  8th  of  February  last  tendered  my  release  on  condition 
of  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  not  required  by  law,  which  I  declined. 
There  is  no  provision  of  the  Constitution  or  any  law  which  requires  of 
private  citizens  any  such  oath,  and  I  object  to  being  singled  out  and 
marked  with  suspicion  by  having  any  such  oath  imposed  on  uic.  I  have 
never  yet  been  informed  as  to  what  is  charged  against  me  and  I  am  not 
conscious  of  having  violated  any  law;  therefore  I  do  not  want  any 
amnesty  nor  will  I  give  any  parole  or  take  any  oath  not  required  by  the 
law  of  the  land ;  but  I  claim  as  I  have  a  right  to  do  an  immediate  and 
unconditional  release  from  my  present  unjust  and  illegal  imprisonment. 
If  I  have  done  any  act  contrary  to  the  laws  of  my  State  or  of  the 
United  States  1  claim  a  speedy  trial  by  my  peers. 
Very  respectfully, 

ROBT.  HULL. 


Wak  Depaktment,  Washington,  D.  C,  May  15,  1803. 
Mr.  Robert  Hull,  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  Mass. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  8th  instant*  stating  that  you  had  declined  being 
released  on  the  terms  offered  by  the  commissioners  and  asking  to  be 
paroled  thirty  days,  and  to  inform  you  in  reply  that  your  request  can- 
not be  comi)lied  with. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston  ff arbor,  November  27,  ISdS. 
General  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  I).  C. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  released  the 
following-named  prisoners  in  obedience  to  telegram t  20th  instant,  viz, 
*     *     *     Robert  Hull.    *     *     * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


Case  of  Arthur  Brown. 

Arthur  Brown  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  at 
Fairtield,  Conn.,  by  U.  S,  Marshal  David  H.  Carr  on  the  l\fix  of  Feb- 

*  Not  found. 

t  For  Townsend  to  Dimick.  November  26, 1862,  ordering  release  of  all  the  Maryland 
state  prisoners,  see  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  748. 
85  R  R— SERIES   II,  VOL   II 
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niary,  1862,  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with 
disloyalty  and  the  strongest  sympathy  with  the  rebel  cause.  A  letter 
said  to  have  dropped  from  his  pocket  dated  Richmond,  December  31, 
1861,  and  signed  "  F.  0.  P.,"  informed  him  that  his  proposition  to  pur- 
chase a  fast  steamer  and  go  at  privateering  met  with  Jeflerson  Davis' 
most  hearty  approval.  Advised  him  to  come  without  delay  to  rebel- 
dom  by  the  way  of  Baltimore,  where  his  friends  would  see  him  safe 
through  the  lines.  The  writer  also  suggests  that  he  does  not  think  it 
advisable  to  drop  down  to  Africa,  as  there  would  be  danger  of  captui-e 
before  getting  into  Congo.  The  said  Artfiur  Brown  remained  in  cus- 
tody at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 1862,  when  he  was  transferred  to 
the  charge  of  the  War  Department. — From  Record  Book,  State  Depart- 
ment, ^^Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 


War  Department,  Washington,  March  12, 1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor. 
Colonel  :  You  may  release  Mr.  Arthur  Brown,  a  prisoner  confined 
in  Fort  Lafayette,  upon  his  giving  his  written  parole  of  honor  that  he 
will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  "War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 

[Fort  Lafayette,]  March  15, 1862. 
I,  Arthur  Brown,  of  New  York  City,  do  hereby  give  my  parole  of 
honor  that  I  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

ARTHUR  BROWN. 

Witness  present — 

HARRY  C.  EGBERT, 
First  Lieutenant,  Ticelfth  Infantry. 


Case  of  Mrs.  Augusta  Morris. 

Mrs.  Augusta  Morris,*  alias  Miss  Ada  M.  Hewitt,  alias  Mrs.  Mason, 
was  arrested  by  order  of  Major-General  McClellan  and  confined  in  the 
Old  Capitol  Prison  February  7,  1862.  She  was  charged  with  being  a 
spy  m  the  employ  of  the  rebels.  The  said  Miss  Hewitt,  or  Mrs.  Morris 
remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when 
in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  piecediu"- 
day  she  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department.— Prow 
Record  Booh,  State  Department,  ^^Arrests  for  Disloyalty.''^ 

Information  obtained  by  a  thorough  examination  and  study  of  the  papers 
of  Mrs.  Augusta  Heath  Morris,  otherwise  Mason. 

That  on  the  20th  of  January,  1854,  she  as  Mile.  Augusta  Heath 
Morris  was  married  ni  Paris  to  John  Francis  Mason  in  the  presence 

*In  connection  with  this  case  see  case  of  Mrs.  Greenhow,  p.  561  et  eta.;  also  case 
of  Mrs.  Baxley,  p.  1315  et  eeq.  ' 
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of  Julian  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  and  George  W,  Morris,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  all  of  the  United  States;  that  Mason  has  a  mother  (a  Mrs.  Mason) 
at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Frederick,  Md.,  with  whom  he  seems  to  reside 
principally,  and  that  his  Parisian  wife  goes  by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Morris; 
that  Mrs.  Morris  is  a  second  Mrs.  Gieenhow,  having  been  boarding  in 
style  at  Brown's  Hotel  and  been  engaged  principally  it  would  seem  in 
collecting  information  and  communicating  it  to  the  enemy;  that  she 
has  been  in  correspondence  with  Thomas  John  Eayford,*  the  rebel  cor- 
respondent of  Mrs.  Greenhow,  &c.;  that  Eayford  for  the  purpose  of 
misleading  detectives  has  been  in  the  habit  of  dating  his  letters  as  from 
Incw  York  City  while  writing  from  secesh ;  that  he  (Eayford)  has  called 
on  Mrs.  Morris  at  Brown's  Hotel  since  she  has  been  there;  that  Mrs. 
Morris  left  the  Ebbitt  House  for  Brown's  Hotel  under  the  auspices  of 
a  Mr.  Elias  M.  Green,  a  Quaker;  that  since  Mrs.  Morris'  sojourn  at 
Brown's  Hotel  she  has  had  more  or  less  social  intercourse  with  Mans- 
field T.  Walworth,  Major  McGlure,  George  A.  Hanson,  Capt.  Fred. 
Buclock,  U.  S.  Army,  E.  W.  Belt,  Upper  Marlborough,  Md.,  Mrs.  aud 
Miss  Mackall,  Mrs.  Merrick,  Hon.  J.  S.  EoUins,  Edward  Loriiig,  Mr. 
Lovejoy,  &c.,  but  with  none  of  these  parties  does  there  appear  to  have 
been  any  intercourse  but  of  a  social  nature;  that  she  has  a  social  cor- 
respondent at  Frederick,  Md.,  named  E.  A.  Hanson;  that  she  has  a 
lady  correspondent  in  New  York  named  Mrs.  Gildersleeve,  who  seems 
to  be  on  very  intimate  terms  with  her  socially;  that  she  has  a  lady  cor- 
respondent in  Baltimore  named  Mrs.  C.  S.  Wilson,  in  whose  possession 
interesting  correspondence  might  no  doubt  be  found ;  that  Daniel  E. 
Kenney,  of  Point  of  Eocks,  offered  to  see  Mrs.  Morris  safe  across  the 
river  on  the  27th  of  July  when  she  was  at  Frederick.  He  had  just 
sent  a  note  across  to  Mrs.  Mason  for  her,  showing  that  Mrs.  Mason 
was  probably  at  the  time  in  Virginia ;  that  Mrs.  Morris  corresponds 
socially  with  Lizzie  Grant,  Oswego,  1*1.  Y.,  Mrs.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Syms, 
300  Broadway,  Mrs.  Beaumont,  Miss  Price,  Mrs.  Walworth,  Mrs. 
Gildersleeve,  Mrs.  Speed,  her  husband,  &c.;  that  in  a  note  to  her 
at  Brown's  Hotel  Mansfield  T.  Walworth  spoke  of  a  Mrs.  E.  being 
about  to  leave  the  city  and  wishing  to  see  her;  that  in  one  of  Eayford's 
letters  to  her  he  speaks  of  their  cousin,  Jane  Elmford,  being  in  co-opera- 
tion with  them  in  Washington,  and  hopes  that  she  was  not  involved 
by  the  arrest  of  "  F3^,^  probably  W.  T.  S.  (Smithson).t  He  also 
spoke  of  "poor  iy$^''  (E.  G.)  as  being  a  persecuted  individual.  He 
also  speaks  of  a  friend  of  theirs  whom  Nesmith,  of  Oregon,  is  after  with 
resolutions  of  inquiry,  thus  giving  a  clue  to  said  friend  by  communi- 
cating with  Nesmith;  that  she  (Mrs.  Morris)  has  been  informed  by 
some  faithful  Maryland  friends  that  Mrs.  Baxley  has  been  put  in  prison 
with  Mrs.  Greeuhow  to  get  all  she  could  out  of  her.  She  asks  Eayford 
for  information  about  her  (Mrs.  B.) 

There  is  nothing  in  the  papers  of  Mrs.  Morris  or  of  himself  to  show 
any  treasonable  practices  on  the  part  of  M.  T.  Walworth.f  He  appeared 
to  be  mixed  up  with  Mrs.  M.  socially  to  some  extent,  like  several  other 

P^^*^"^-  IE.  J.  ALLEN.J 


'Eayford  was  Thomas  Jordan,  assistant  adjutant-general  to  General  Beauregard. 
t  See  case  of  Smithson,  p.  Vdoi  el  seq. 
i  See  case  of  Walworth,  p.  1351. 
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Copies  of  intercepted  letterti  sent  oui  of  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  by  Mrs. 
Augusta  Heath  Morris  February  27,  1862. 

.|No.  1.] 

Private.]  Old  Capitol  Pkison,  February  19, 1862. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Mason, 

Care  Maj.  T.  G.  Bhett,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  of  Johnston's  Staff: 
(To  be  forwarded.) 

Two  days  after  I  laid  my  babe  down  to  rest — tlie  7tli  of  February, 
Lis  birthday — I  was  arrested  at  Brown's  Hotel — wliere  I  have  lived 
ever  since  I  have  been  in  Washington — for  giving  information  to  the 
enemy.  1  write  you  this  letter  to  let  you  know  how  futile  was  the 
attempt  of  your  good  mother  to  have  me  either  arrested  or  exiled  from 
the  South ;  that  I  actually  left  the  South,  sent  by  General  Joe  Johnston 
and  General  Beauregard,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  President,  to  go 
to  Washington  and  see  if  my  feeble  efforts  could  be  of  use  to  them.  I 
may  not  have  been  of  use,  but  I  am  so  dangerous,  or  so  considered  by 
this  Government,  that  a  military  necessity  compels  them  to  arrest  me, 
in  the  language  of  General  McC[lellanJ.  He,  however,  arrested  me  too 
late.  1  already  had  gotten  his  plans,  as  laid  before  the  military  com- 
mittee, from  one  of  the  members.  It  is  true  that  your  mother's  voice 
did  have  some  weight  Avith  General  Winder  who  protested  at  my  leav- 
ing the  country;  but  he  being  politely  Informed  to  mind  his  own  busi- 
ness I  consequently  left  upon  my  mission.  I  left  as  an  alien;  but  that 
stain  will  be  removed  from  my  child  and  we  will  have  a  claim  on  the 
Southern  Government,  and  I  shall  be  able  to  light  you  and  your  mother 
from  a  fortress. 

1  hold  in  my  possession  the  proof  of  your  mother's  constant  commu- 
nication across  the  river  with  Colonel  Stone.  I  have  two  of  our  friends 
to  bear  witness  to  my  conversation  with  Mrs.  Buell  when  she  said  her 
(your  mother's)  property  here  was  secure;  it  was  all  safe;  the  Govern- 
mentnnderstood  yourposition  perfectly — to  useher  elegant  phraseology, 
"that  they  were  all  right,"  meaning  you  and  your  mother.  Then  my 
conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  State  places  it  beyond  a  doubt  that 
it  is  your  mother  that  is  the  traitor  and  not  I.  Colonel  W.'s  was  broken 
in  and  robbed.  The  Government  had  it  closely  investigated  and  the  per- 
petrators punished.  "  Huntly  "  has  not  been  touched.  All  this  goes  to 
prove  that  your  mother's  position  is  very  well  understood  here  by  the 
Lincoln  Government.  1  have  understood  from  parties  in  Frederick  that 
your  mother  wrote  to  Colonel  Geary  that  she  had  committed  an  error 
in  trying  to  fasten  upon  me  the  suspicion  of  having  an  intrigue  with  the 
commander  at  Point  of  Kocks.  She  told  me  to  my  face,  "She  must  be 
a  spy,  for  how  else  could  she  (I)  have  gotten  across  the  river  ?"— that  I 
had  actually  left  the  country  as  a  spy  for  the  Southern  Government. 
Geary  replied,  "It  was  only  Mrs.  Mason's  malignity,"  and  he  paid  no 
attention  to  it,  and  he  is  now  actually  trying  to  get  me  released  upon 
parole;  but  I  will  not  come  out  upon  that.  I  have  worked  for  them 
ever  since  the  war  broke  out,  and  will  never  yield  until  they  do,  and 
not  even  then. 

I  wrote  you  a  letter  from  Leesburg,  which  is  more  than  probable  that 
you  did  not  get  as  I  waited  in  Eicliraond  for  the  answer.  I  was  detained 
at  Fairfax  to  get  my  instructions  some  weeks,  for  the  arrangements  for 
my  leaving  were  being  made,  and  whilst  there  I  saw  Bradley  T.  John- 
sou.    I  believe  he  is  my  friend— at  least  he  pretends  to  be,  or  from 
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policy,  seeing  that  my  friends  were  those  that  lieltl  all  iu  their  hand.  I 
staid  a  day  with  hiin  at  the  station.  He  was  very  kind  to  me  and  the 
children.  He  is  a  dear  funny  fellow.  He  tells  nie  he  told  Mrs.  Johnson 
the  night  before  the  fight  at  Manassas  of  me  and  my  children,  and  she 
would  be  a  friend  to  those  children.  When  1  told  him  of  all  my  suffer- 
ings in  Arkansas  the  tears  rolled  down  his  face.  I  had  not  the  heart 
to  tell  him  of  all  the  unkind  things  your  mother  had  said  of  his  wife, 
but  for  fear  my  letter  has  failed  to  reach  you  I  will  tell  you  all  she 
said  of  you.* 

Your  wife, 

A.  MASON. 

[N'owspaper  slip  ineloseil.    From  Washington.— Special  to  The  Now  York  Horiild.] 
ARREST   OF   A  FEMALE   SECESSIONIST. 

A  lady  calling  herself  Mrs.  Morris,  who  came  here  from  Richmond 
some  time  since  alleging  that  she  hart  been  compelled  to  leave  on 
account  of  expressious  of  sympathy  with  the  North,  was  arrested 
to-day  and  locked  up  in  the  Capitol  Hill  Prison.  She  is  charged  with 
giving  information  to  the  enemy  regarding  the  position  and  strength  of 
the  Federal  troops  and  fortifications  in  and  about  Washington.  Mr. 
Walworth,  son  of  Chancellor  Walworth,  of  New  York,  clerk  in  the 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  has  also  been  arrested  and  imprisoned  on 
charge  of  acting  in  complicity  with  her.  This  Mrs.  Morris,  who  is  a 
gay,  dashing  and  sprightly  widow,  it  will  be  remembered  offered  for 
$100,000  to  explain  the  Confederate  Army  signals.  This  offer  was  not 
accepted  but  for  prudential  reasons  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  keep  a 
strict  watch  upon  her  and  the  result  has  been  her  arrest,  which  took 
place  at  4  o'clock  this  morning  while  she  was  in  bed  at  her  hotel. 

[No.  2.] 

February  24, 1862. 
Col.  Thomas  Jordan.    (To  be  forwarded.) 

My  Dear  Friend:  I  have  written  you  twice  since  I  have  been  in 
this  charming  place — once  a  iirivate  letter  to  you,  another  claiming 
your  protection  for  Mrs.  General  Gaines,  my  friend.  Some  of  our 
friends  have  written  South  that  she  is  a  spy  for  this  Government.  It 
is  utterly  false.  In  my  letter  I  also  spoke  of  the  cabal  formed  against 
me  by  Mrs.  Greenhow.  She  too  has  added  her  voice  against  Mrs. 
G[aines],  and  as  I  said  she  is  drowned  by  mean  ambition  of  being 
known  [as  the  only  one]  in  the  good  work  and  jealous  of  everything 
that  surpasses  her  in  loyalty  and  courage.  She  makes  herself  the  echo 
of  every  evil  rumor  and  she  may  injure  Mrs.  G[aines]. 

1  have  seen  in  the  papers  a  speech  alleged  to  have  been  made  by 

Faulkner  t  at  M .    I  wrote  you  when  I  saw  him  at  the  hotel  to 

tell  the  I'resident  to  be  careful  of  that  man  and  not  to  trust  him  nor 
to  give  up  Ely  for  him.  He  1  assure  you  is  no  friend  to  the  South.  He 
is  crafty  and  calculating.  He  has  some  voice  in  Virginia.  This  speech 
Avill  do  harm.  He  had  I  am  confident  a  pretty  good  understanding 
with  this  Government  before  he  left,  so  the  Union  men  gave  me  to 
understand.  Mr,  Davis  will  understand  him  better  than  you  will,  for 
he  knows  him,    I  cannot  describe  to  you  the  whole  manner  of  this  man, 

"  Omittecl  portions  of  these  letters  relate  to  unimportant  family  matters. 
t  See  case  of  Faulkner  at  p.  463  et  se'q. 
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but  it  left  the  impression  on  my  mind  tliat  lie  was  not  to  be  trusted.  I 
was  talking  to  Li  in;  I  said  "the  President" — meaning  Mr.  Davis.  He 
did  not  understand  me.  "O,  Mr.  Davis."  "Yes,"  I  replied,  "Presi- 
dent Davis.  You  have  not  yet  gotten  used  to  it.  You  know  we  have 
two  Eichmonds  in  the  field."  His  whole  tenor  and  manner  showed  that 
the  fat  turkeys  and  baskets  of  grapes  presented  by  those  Boston  aboli- 
tionists had  won  his  heart  in  spite  of  his  allegiance  to  the  South.  His 
falsehoods  about  his  kind  treatment  to  the  prisoners  will  be  proved 
some  day.  He  ought  to  be  placed  under  arrest  for  it  as  Henry  May 
was  for  his  speech  in  Congress  last  summer. 

All  of  my  letters  to  you,  so  I  have  learned  since  I  have  been  here, 
were  opened  on  both  sides  of  the  river  before  they  reached  you,  and 
those  that  were  not  mutilated  by  being  opened  were  resealed  and  for- 
warded. That  is  the  reason  why  so  few  reached  you.  Did  the  ones 
with  McO[lellan]'s  plans  as  given  to  the  military  committee  reach  you? 
Mrs.  Lincoln  gave  Wycofi'  the  message  you  saw  when  they  arrested 
him  to  make  him  tell. 

Their  successes  have  completely  deranged  them.  All  that  I  am 
afraid  of  is  that  success  is  so  powerful  even  in  the  eyes  of  great  men; 
and  so  strongly  does  force  impose  upon  men  that  I  am  afraid  our  friends 
here  will  grow  lukewarm  and  forget  we  are  right.  I  have  great  hopes 
of  you  if  McO.  will  give  you  fight.  "Nous  ne  brulons  que  pour  bruler 
les  autres."  You  ought  to  see  the  attitude  they  are  now  assuming 
toward  England.  After  you  are  subjugated  they  are  going  to  whip  all 
Europe,  send  an  immense  army  to  Mexico,  to  Canada  and  all  over  the 
world. 

E.  P.  Bryan  is  here;  was  arrested  on  the  22d.  He  tells  me  you  are 
gone  with  your  chief.  *  *  •  j  have  written  reams.  Cannot  you 
possibly  get  me  an  answer?  They  arrested  a  woman  in  men's  clothes 
and  brought  her  here.  She  will  not  take  them  off.  She  is  either  a  siiy 
for  them  (for  she  is  a  Yankee  woman)  or  it's  been  done  to  degrade  us 
and  deter  every  respectable  woman  from  raising  her  voice  in  our  cause. 

[No.  3.] 

Private.]  Old  Capitol  Prison,  February  19, 1862. 

Col.  B.  T.  Johnson,  Present. 

My  Dear  Colonel  Johnson:  *  *  *  "a  military  necessity" 
compelled  McC.  to  arrest  me  two  weeks  ago.  I  have  excellent  society, 
when  I  get  a  chance  to  enjoy  it.  It's  solitary  confinement;  but  trust 
to  my  French  sagacity  for  that.  Latude,  the  thirty  years'  prisoner  in 
the  Bastile,  you  know  never  saw  any  one  ( ?).  Greenhow  enjoys  herself 
amazingly.  My  friends,  or  our  friends,  have  supplied  me  with  every 
comfort.  I  have  no  fault  to  find,  but  on  the  whole  rather  like  it. — out 
of  the  way  of  scandal !  I  cannot  work  so  well  here  as  when  free.  I 
regret  that.  Frank  kicks  against  the  door.  "  Let  me  out,  you  damn 
Yankee,  you."  *  *  *  Give  it  to  Colonel  Jordan.  That's  a  good  man, 
I  love  him  very  much.  I  thought  old  Bryan  was  here,  but  was  agreea- 
bly disappointed  to  find  it  was  only  his  cousin. 

I  now  will  write  you  what  I  desired  to  say.  George  Bauson  tells  me 
if  you  will  send  a  power  of  attorney  to  any  one  your  interest  at  all 
hazards  shall  be  respected.  The  Union  sentiment  is  dying  out  in  F. 
Banks  has  your  house.  Also  that  Miss  or  Mrs.  Itobinson  is  making  an 
effort  to  sell  your  house  to  foreclose  a  mortgage.  Yon  will  understand 
what  I  mean.    I  am  writing  in  great  haste  to  give  to  the  sentinel  before 
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he  is  changed.  He  will  not  be  on  again  for  a  week.  You  could  buy  up 
the  whole  regiment  for  $1,000.  I  am  not  at  all  low-spirited.  You  know 
1  cultivate  a  cheerful  spirit  as  a  duty.  I  often  think  we  are  very  much 
alike  in  some  respects. 

Our  losses  in  Teniressee  and  Kentucky  is  a  blow,  but  they  have  to 
fight  a  long  death  fight  before  our  brave  people  are  conquered.  I  am 
only  afraid  so  powerful  is  success  even  in  the  eyes  of  superior  men,  and 
so  strongly  does  force  impose  upon  men  despite  the  voice  of  conscience, 
that  our  friends  here  will  forget  we  are  right.  If  you  are  whipped  and 
taken  prisoner  you  will  be  brought  liere.  They  are  making  extensive 
preparations  for  your  accommodation.  This  piece  of  paper  Mason  wrote 
his  name  on  in  my  portfolio  long  time  ago,  and  I  have  kept  it  as  a 
souvenir.  You  know  I  have  only  his  children  to  remember  him  by. 
Pardon  this  scrawl,  but  I  write  with  a  stick. 

The  sentinels,  keeper,  prisoners  and  oflScers  are  all  kind.    They  only 
keep  me  here  because  they  hate  to  part  Avith  me.    *    *    * 
Yours,  «&c., 

A.  M. 

Please  forward  the  inclosed  letter*  to  Doctor  Mason. 


Commission  Kelating  to  State  Prisoners, 

Washington,  April  1,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  S.  Wads  worth,  tfcc,  Washington. 

General:  If  they  consent  you  will  please  convey  *  *  *  Mrs. 
Augusta  Morris,  prisoners  at  present  held  in  the  Old  Oapitol  Military 
Prison  in  this  city,  beyond  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces  into  the  State 
of  Virginia  and  release  them  upon  their  giving  their  written  parole  of 
honor  that  they  will  not  return  north  of  the  Potomac  River  during  the 
present  hostilities  without  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAEDS  PIEEEEPONT, 

Commissioners. 


Headquarters,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  2, 1862. 
We,  the  undersigned,t  late  prisoners  in  the  Old  Capitol  at  Washing- 
ton, do  pledge  our  word  of  honor  that  in  consideration  of  our  being 
set  at  liberty  beyond  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  Army  we  will  not  return 
north  of  the  Potomac  Eiver  during  the  present  hostilities  without  the 
permission  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States. 

MES.  AUGUSTA  MOEEIS. 


Case  of  Mansfield  T.  Walworth. 

This  person  [Mansfield  T.  Walworth]  was  arrested  February  7, 1862, 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  by  order  of  Major-General  McClellan  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.    He  was  charged  with  being  a  spy| 

*  Omitted  as  unimportant. 

t  Mrs.  Greeuhow  aud  Mrs.  Baxley  also  signed  this  parole  and  were  sent  South 
with  Mrs.  Morris. 

;  Bnt  see  report  of  Alk-u  in  case  of  Mrs.  Morris,  p.  1346. 
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in  the  service  of  the  rebels.  The  said  M.  T.  Walworth  remained  in 
custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conform- 
ity with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was 
transfened  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. — From  Record  Book, 
State  Department,  ^'■Arrests  for  .Disloyalty." 


GOMJIISSION   KELATIWa  TO   STATE   PEISONBES, 

Washington,  April  1,  1862. 
Hon.  Reuuek  H.  Walwoeth,  Saratoga  Springs,  R.  Y. 

SiE:  Herewith  T  have  the  honor  to  inclose  by  direction  of  the  com- 
missioners, Major-General  Dix  and  the  Hon.  Edwards  Pierrepont,  a 
copy  of  the  order  issued  this  day  for  the  discharge  of  Mr.  Mansfleld  T. 
Walworth  from  confinement  at  the  Old  Capitol  Military  Prison  in  tliis 
city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

E.  D.  WEBSTEli. 

[Inelosurc] 

Commission  Kelating  to  State  Peisonees, 

Washington,  April  1,  1802. 
W.  P.  Wood,  Esq.,  Superintendent,  &c.,  Washington. 

SiE :  You  may  release  Mr.  Mansfield  T.  Walworth  upon  his  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  engaging  upon  oath  that  he  will  leave  the 
city  of  Washington  forthwith  and  repair  immediately  to  his  paternal 
home  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  report  daily  therefrom  to  the 
Hon.  Eeuben  H.  Walworth,  and  that  he  will  not  leave  the  county  of 
Saratoga  nor  hold  any  correspondence  himself  nor  be  engaged  in  any 
with  any  person  in  the  States  in  armed  insurrection  against  the  author- 
ity of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  without  permission  from 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAKDS  PIEEREPONT, 

Commissioners. 


Case  of  W.  W.  Hedrick. 

W.  W.  Hedrick,  of  Memphis,  Teuu.,  was  arrested  in  Chicago,  111,, 
February  8, 1862,  and  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  was  con- 
veyed to  Fort  Lafayette.  Hedrick  was  charged  with  being  an  agent 
of  the  insurrectionary  Government  to  procure  the  printing  of  Confed- 
erate scrip  or  bonds  and  that  in  pursuance  of  his  agency  and  authority 
he  contracted  for  and  had  printed  in  Chicago  a  large  number  of  bonds 
or  scrip,  and  when  arrested  was  about  to  proceed  with  them  to  the  rebel 
States.  On  his  person  was  found  a  large  amount  of  money  or  scrip 
issued  by  authority  of  the  so  called  Confederate  States,  and  of  issues 
of  the  banks  of  the  States  in  rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  The  said  W.  W.  Hedrick  remained  in  custody  in  Fort 
Lafayette  February  15, 1802,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the 
War  Dei)artinent  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge 
of  that  Department.— J'row  Record  Book,  State  Department,  ''Arrests 
for  Disloyalty.'''' 
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U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  New  York,  April  9, 1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Commandant,  Fort  Lafayette. 

Colonel:  I  liave  the  honor  to  inclose  orders  for  the  release  of 
William  W.  Hedrick.    *    *     * 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

liOET.  MURK  AY, 

Z7.  ti.  Marshal. 


I,  W.  W.  Hedrick,  of  the  city  of  Memphis  and  State  of  Tennessee, 
do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect  and  defend  the  Union 
and  Constitution  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  estab- 
lished by  that  Constitution  against  all  enemies,  whether  domestic  or 
foreign,  and  that  1  will  bear  true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the 
same,  any  ordinance,  resolution  or  law  of  any  State  convention  or 
legislature  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  further  that  I  do  this 
with  a  full  determination,  pledge  and  purpose  without  any  mental  res- 
ervation or  evasion  whatsoever;  and  further  that  I  will  well  and  faith- 
fully perform  all  the  duties  which  may  be  required  of  me  by  law.  So 
help  me  God. 

WM.  W.  HBDlilCK. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  18G2. 

EDWAEDS  PIBKEEPONT, 

Commissioner. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  14, 1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  commission  relating  to 
state  prisoners  at  its  session  in  New  York  discharged  from  confine- 
ment Mr.  W.  W.  Hedrick,  a  prisoner  who  was  arrested  in  Chicago,  111. 
Mr.  Hedrick  applied  to  the  commission  for  the  restoration  of  a  sum  of 
money  which  was  taken  from  him  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  State  Department.  The  commission  informed  him  that 
the  order  for  restoration  must  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  package  which  is  sealed  and  said  to  contain  $700  in  gold  is  still  in 
my  possession.    Shall  I  return  it  and  take  his  receipt  therefor? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  WEBSTEK. 

[Indorsement. J 

War  Department,  April  18, 1862. 
Mr.  Webster  is  directed  to  return  the  money  as  suggested  within. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 
^  P.  H.  WATSON, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


New  York,  April  22,  1862. 
Eeceived  of  Mr.  E.  D.  Webster,  secretary  of  the  commission  relating  to 
state  prisoners,  two  sealed  packages  addressed  to  William  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  marlvcd  to  contain,  respec- 
tively, one  the  sum  of  $25  and  the  other  tlie  sum  of  $700,  and  which 
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upon  examination  appears  to  be  tlie  amount  and  the  same  taken  from 
me  at  the  time  of  my  arrest  at  Chicago,  111.,  by  John  0.  Miller,  esq.,  an 
agent  of  the  Government  of  the  United  State.s. 

WM.  W.  HEDEIGK. 


Case  of  William  T.  Smithson. 

William  T.  Smithson,  a  banker  of  Washington  City,  was  arrested  on 
the  8th  day  of  January,  1862,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  issued 
on  application  from  the  office  of  the  provost  marshal.  This  person's 
treason  was  detected  in  the  following  manner :  On  the  19th  of  December, 
1861,  the  Navy  Department  transmitted  to  the  provost-marshal's  office 
a  quantity  of  contraband  correspondence  taken  from  the  schooner 
Lucretia  by  the  U.  S.  brig  Perry  near  Alexandria,  in  which  were  found 
two  letters  addressed  in  some  kind  of  cipher  or  character,  and  signed 
Charles  E.  Cables.    One  of  these  letters  contained  the  following: 

We  can  learn  little  or  nothing  about  tbc  intended  movements  of  McClellan's 
army  across  the  river.  I  believe  the  fellow  is  a  cowurd,  and  will  never  attack  you 
without  he  is  forced  to  do  it.  I  would  like  to  see  you  rush  down  upon  him,  if  you 
think  it  safe  or  best  to  do  so.  I  think  you  could  drive  them  back  to  their  forts  with 
ease,  and  with  great  advantage  to  the  cause  you  are  fighting  for.  But  you  know 
what  is  best.  I  have  an  important  fact  for  you  and  it  is  important  that  you  should 
look  to  it  promptly.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  is  here  and  he  has  a  devil  in  him  as  large 
as  an  ox.  He  is  entering  into  an  arrangement  with  the  President  and  Cabinet  to 
furnish  him  with  largo  sums  of  money  to  be  used  in  the  employment  of  men  to  go  to 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky  to  burn  bridges  and  mills  and  machine  shops,  and  such  like. 
These  devils  here  are  determined  to  destroy  any  vestige  of  property  and  to  take  the 
life  of  every  citizen  in  Tennessee  rather  than  not  succeed  with  tlieir  fiendish  purpose. 
Two  meaner  and  viler  devils  never  lived  than  Johnson  and  Etheridge.  They  are 
concocting  all  sorts  of  plans  to  get  hold  of  Tennessee.  Watch  these  devils  closely. 
The  Cabinet  will  give  them  any  amount  of  money  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  their 
plans.  I  send  you  a  pamphlet  touching  up  McClellan.  Read  it;  it  is  rich.  Itwill 
give  you  some  "incite"  also  to  matters  and  things  as  they  are  viewed  by  such  men 
as  the  author,  Ellet.  Shall  I  continue  to  look  after  and  supply  our  friends  in  B.  ? 
Expense  falls  heavily  upon  me  in  my  present  embarrassed  condition.  Everything  I 
have  after  paying  my  debts  is  at  the  command  of  those  you  represent.  If  you  should 
fail  to  succeed  I  don't  wish  to  live  any  longer.  I  h.ave  given  one  friend  in  B.  the 
money  to  buy  the  books  you  wrote  for.  My  God,  how  I  would  rejoice  to  see  you  and 
your  army  in  this  city  soon.  Come  ahead.  I  believe  you  can  get  here.  Etheridge 
has  gone  to  Kentucky  to  employ  men  to  engage  in  bridge-burning  on  a  large  scale. 
Look  to  this  matter  all  over  the  South,  particularly  in  Tennessee,  Kentucky  and 
Virginia.  *  *  *  I  suppose  you  receive  our  papers  regularly.  Troops  continue  to 
come  in,  and  how  strange  it  is,  no  inducement  in  the  world  liut  the  small  pay  they 
receive.  With  the  officers  it  is  different.  They  go  in  for  plunder,  &c.  What  a  set 
of  rogues  they  are.    Watch  all  the  time. 

CHARLES  R.  CABLES. 

The  other  letter,  dated  December  14,  1861,  says: 

I  have  .just  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant.  Glad  to  hear  from  you. 
Handed  the  letter  inclosing  the  $20  to  our  friend  in  B.  *  «  *  1  send  along  witli 
this  a  number  of  letters.  Please  forward  them.  Troops  are  still  {joing  over  the 
river.  Three  thousand  cavalry  went  over  yesterday.  Be  sure  to  look  after  bridge 
burners  in  Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  Virginia.  Etheridge,  of  Tennessee,  is  gone  t6 
Kentucky  to  arrange  for  burning  bridges,  mills,  machine  shops,  &c.  Large  sums  of 
money  will  be  expended  by  this  Government  in  such  work.  What  are  you  all  doin<' 
touching  such  work?  Something  ought  to  be  done  in  this  direction  at  once.  We 
have  no  news  of  interest  here  to-day.  The  weather  is  very  fine.  We  have  some 
mean  men  here  who  have  large  possessions  in  the  South  whoso  names  I  will  give 
you  by  and  by.  I  write  in  such  haste  to  bo  in  time  for  the  messenger.  My  love  to 
you  all.  I  have  something  nice  for  your  chief  which  1  will  send  soon,  and  for  Gen- 
eral Be.auregard. 
Truly, 

CHARLES  R.  CABLES. 
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By  a  report  of  E.  J.  Allen*  made  through  the  provost-marshal's  office 
it  is  shown  that  the  letters  signed  Charles  E.  Cables  were  written  by 
Smithson,  and  also  that  evidence  was  found  among  his  papers  that  he 
had  been  in  contraband  correspondence  with  the  South  since  the  issuance 
of  the  President's  proclamation  of  non-intercourse.  In  the  same  lot 
of  correspondence  containing  the  Cables  letters  was  also  a  letter 
addressed  to  R.  A.  Matthews,  esq.,  Richmond,  Va.,  also  identified  by 
the  same  report  as  written  by  Smithson.  The  report  speaks  of  further 
evidence  discovered  in  Smithsoii's  papers  of  his  symi)atby  with  the 
rebels,  and  of  care  manifested  to  exclude  from  his  premises  all  ])apers 
of  a  positively  treasonable  character.  Upon  the  information  so 
acquired  and  more  elaborately  set  forth  in  said  report  and  upon  the 
application  from  the  provost-marshal's  office  found  thereon  to  arrest 
and  hold  him  as  a  spy,  Smithson's  arrest  was  ordered.  The  said  Smith- 
son  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  1.5, 1862,  when  in 
conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding 
day  he  was  transferred  to  tlie  charge  of  that.Department. — From  Record 
Book,  State  Dej»artment,  "  Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  8,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost- Marshal,  Washington. 

General  :  You  will  please  arrest  and  convey  to  Fort  Lafayette,  New 
York  Harbor,  Mr.  William  T.  Smithson.  You  will  also  make  a  thorough 
search  of  his  person  and  premises,  and  send  all  letters  and  papers  of  a 
treasonable  character  found  in  his  possession  together  with  your  report 
thereon  to  this  Department. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  9,  1862. 
Charles  Wilson,  Esq.,  Washington. 

Sir  :  Your  application  for  an  interview  with  Mr.  Smithson  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  In  reply  I  am  directed  to  say 
that  it  is  deemed  inexpedient  at  present  to  grant  the  request,  but  that 
any  unsealed  communication  of  a  proper  character  which  you  may 
desire  to  address  to  him  will  if  sent  to  this  Department  be  duly  forwarded 
to  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

• 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  18,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General  :  You  will  please  make  thorough  examination  of  the  prem- 
ises of  William  T.  Smithson,  banker  of  tbis  city,  now  a  prisoner  at  Port 
Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  for  treasonable  papers.  For  that  purpose 
it  is  deemed  advisable  that  you  should  take  immediate  possession  thereof 

"Not  fouud;  but  see  cases  of  Thompson  and  McArthur,  p.  1307  ei  acq.  ;  also  case  of 
Mrs.  Morris,  p.  1346  et  seq. 
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and  liokl  the  same  until  tlie  examination  hereby  ordered  is  perfected, 
and  in  the  meanwhile  you  will  permit  nothing  to  be  taken  therefrom. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


War  Department,  WasMnr/ton,  Mrrch  19,  1S63. 
Mr.  Charles  Wilson, 

Washington,  J).  G.  {for  Mrs,  Smithson). 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the  petition 
presented  by  you  in  behalf  of  William  T.  Smithson  will  be  transmitted 
to  the  special  commissioners  in  accordance  with  your  request. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  April  28,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  and 
Judge  E.  Pierrepont, 

Commissioners, 
Gentlemen  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  request  that  you 
will  forward  to  this  Department  a  report  in  the  case  of  William  T. 
Smithson,  banker,  and  to  ask  whether  he  can  be  temporarily  or  finally 
discharged.  In  ease  he  cannot  be  discharged  could  he  be  transferred 
to  Washington  1 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  Washington.,  D.  C,  May  7,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  and 
Judge  Edwards  Pierrepont, 

Special  Commissioners,  tfcc,  New   Yorl-  : 
Your  j-eport*  in  case  of  Smithson  received  and  approved.    Administer 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  then  release  him. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  Wr.r: 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


^) 


Commission  Relating  to  State  Prisoners, 

New  York,  May  9, 1862. 
Robert  Murray,  Esq.,  U.  8.  Marshal. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  brin.g  before  tlie  commission  at  room  No.  .51 
Astor  House,  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock,  Mr.  William  T.  Smithson,  a  pris 
oner  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette.    *    *    * 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWARDS  PIERREPONT, 
Commissioners. 

*  Not  foiiiul. 
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Commission  Eelating  to  State  Peisonees, 

New  Yorlc,  May  10,  1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Maetin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  Mr.  William  T.  Smithson  having  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  you  may  discharge 
him  from  confinement. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  nix, 
EDWAEJDS  PIEEKEPONT, 

Commissioners. 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  May  lo,  1862. 
Judge  Edwards  Pierrepont, iOcf  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York: 
Is  Smithson  to  be  released  on  taking  oath  of  allegiance  ?    If  so,  when  ? 

P.  H,  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


New  York,  May  12, 1862. 
Hon.  P.  H.  Watson: 

Smithson  took  the  oath*  and  was  released  on  the  10th.    I  expect  to 
be  in  Washington  Eridav,  the  16th. 

EDWAEDS  PIEEEEPONT. 


New  Orleans,  La.,  September  12, 1866. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  see  by  the  papers  that  a  suit  has  been  brought  against  you  by 
Mr.  Smithson,  banker,  of  Washington.  Yesterday  a  person  of  the 
highest  respectability  called  on  me  and  said  that  Smithson  attempted 
in  the  fall  of  1861  to  send  through  the  lines  a  plan  of  the  fortifications  of 
Washington  and  other  information,  through  Lieut.  Col.  B.  B.  Boone,  a 
paroled  rebel  prisoner  belonging  to  a  Mississippi  regiment,  who  declined 
taking  it  because  it  would  violate  his  parole,  and  my  informant  returned 
the  documents  to  Mr.  Smithson.  The  papers  were  inclosed  in  a  small 
package  of  tobacco,  the  center  of  which  was  scooped  out  for  the  papers 
and  a  portion  of  the  end  cut  off  as  though  used.  My  informant  is  per- 
sonally known  to  you  and  will  give  testimony  should  it  be  necessary  to 
satisfy  the  ends  of  justice,  but  shrinks  from  any  publicity  being  given 
to  her  name.  She  is  a  Sister  of  Charity  and  was  connected  with  the 
Providence  Hospital  in  Washington.  The  Sister  will  go  to  Washington 
should  her  evidence  be  necessary. 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major-General. 


Cases  of  Messrs.  Ogden,  Perkins,  Brady  and  Child. 

Col.  J.  M.  Ogden  was  arrested  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant 
January  1, 1862,  at  his  residence  in  Weston,  Ky.,  and  was  delivered 

*  This  oath  cannot  be  found.    Allen's  report  and  a  number  of  other  important 
papers  in  the  Smithson  case  are  missing  from  the  flies. — Compiler. 
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into  the  custody  of  U.  S.  Marshal  Phillips,  of  lUiuois,  January  16,  and 
on  the  same  day  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  was  conveyed  to 
Fort  Lafayette.  The  charges  against  Colonel  Ogden  were  disloyalty 
to  the  United  States  Government.  January  16,  1862,  General  Grant 
telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the  persons  named  (Colonel 
Ogden  and  others)  are  very  dangerous  men  and  ought  to  be  perma- 
nently secured.  U.  S.  Marshal  Phillips  states  in  a  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  dated  January  16, 1862,  "Colonel  Ogden  is  one  of  the 
most  wealthy  and  respectable  rebels  in  Western  Kentucky,  and  is  a 
most  important  man  to  hold."  The  said  Col.  J.  M.  Ogden  remained 
in  custody  at  Port  Lafayette  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity 
with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was 
transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

James  M.  Perkins,  of  Caldwell  County,  Ky.,  was  arrested  by  order 
of  Brigadier-General  Grant  in  Southern  Illinois  about  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1862 ;  was  delivered  over  to  the  custody  of  U.  S.  Marshal  Phil- 
lips, of  Illinois,  January  16,  1862,  and  on  the  same  day  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  J  anuary  16, 1862, 
General  Grant  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  that  "the  persons 
named  (Perkins  and  others)  are  very  dangerous  men  and  ought  to  be 
permanently  secured."  On  the  same  day  U.  S.  Marshal  Phillips  wrote  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  that  "  Brady  and  Perkins  are  both  rebel  emissa- 
ries and  desperate  men.  General  Grant  deemed  it  unsafe  and  unwise 
to  keep  them  in  charge  near  his  army,  and  hence  turned  them  over  to 
me  for  your  disposition."  The  said  James  M.  Perkins  remained  in  cus- 
tody at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the 
order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred 
to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

Patrick  Brady,  of  Missouri,  was  arrested  by  order  of  Brigadier- 
General  Grant,  commanding  at  Cairo,  111.,  and  on  the  16th  of  January, 
1862;  was  given  into  the  custody  of  U.  S.  Marshal  Phillips,  of  Illinois,  who 
by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  conveyed  Brady  to  Fort  Lafay- 
ette. January  16, 1862,  General  Grant  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  that  the  persons  named  (Brady  and  others)  are  very  dangerous 
men  and  ought  to  be  permanently  secured.  On  the  same  day  U.  S. 
Marshal  Phillips  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  State  that  "  Brady  and  Per- 
kins are  both  rebel  emissaries  and  desperate  men.  General  Grant 
deemed  it  unsafe  and  unwise  to  keep  them  in  charge  near  his  army, 
and  hence  turned  them  over  to  me  for  your  disposition."  The  said 
Patrick  Brady  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 
1862,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  War  Department. 

William  H.  Child,  of  Alabama,  was  arrested  by  order  of  Brigadier- 
General  Grant,  commanding  at  Cairo,  111.,  and  on  the  16th  of  January, 
1862;  was  given  into  the  custody  of  U.  S.  Marshal  Phillips,  of  Illinois, 
who  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  conveyed  Child  to  Fort  Lafay- 
ette. January  16,  1862,  General  Grant  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  that  the  persons  named  (Child  and  others)  were  very  danger- 
ous men  and  ought  to  be  permanently  secured.  On  the  same  day 
U.  S.  Marshal  Phillips  wrote  the  Secretary  of  State  that  Child  hail 
been  north,  per  baps  to  Canada,  in  the  employ  of  the  Confederate  States 
and  was  arrested  in  attempting  to  pass  the  lines  of  our  army  at  Cairo. 
He  is  a  talented  engineer  and  a  most  dangerous  man. 
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The  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Child,  addressed  to 
E.  M.  Crow,  Irom  Fort  Lafayette  February  10,  1862,  establishes  his 
guilty  intentions : 

Hope  to  get  out  of  here  soon  by  regular  exchaiigo,  ■which  seems  to  he  the  only 
available  chunce  lor  I  can't  go  the  oath.  Am  gaining  in  health  daily  and  will  soon 
be  np  to  my  full  fighting  -weight,  in  fact  meutally  and  all  I  am  under  excellent 
training  for  a  good  mill  when  the  time  comes.  My  prison  companions  are  genuine 
Southern  gentlemen  in  the  absolute  sense  of  the  term.  Do  not  feci  in  the  least 
degraded  by  this  incarceration.  On  the  contrary  esteem  it  some  honor  to  be  counted 
worthy  of  some  stripes  in  so  good  a  cause.  Hope  soon,  however,  to  be  placed  ou  a 
more  enuobliug  stage  of  action  in  the  contest. 

The  said  William  H.  Child  remained  in  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 
18G2,  wlien  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  War  Department. — 
Frovi  Record  Boole,  State  Department,  ^^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty J^ 


War  Department,  February  21, 1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  Yorlc  Harbor. 
Colonel  :  You  may  release  on  the  22d  of  February  instant  the  fol- 
lowing prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  upon  their  engaging  upon 
their  honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in 
hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States:  J.  M.  Ogden,  J,  M. 
Perkins,  Patrick  Brady.  *  •  * 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 


Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  Febrtiary  22, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  the  parole  of  thirty-six  prisoners  [includ- 
ing J.  M.  Ogden,  J.  M.  Perkins  and  Patrick  Brady]  at  Fort  Lafay- 
ette, released  in  obedience  to  your  telegraphic  dispatch  of  the  21st 
instant.    *     #    * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

[iDclosnre.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  February  22, 1862. 
We,  the  undersigned,  do  solemnly  promise  upon  our  word  of  honor 
that  we  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

PATRICK  BRADY. 
JAMES  M.  PERKINS. 
J.  M.  OGDEN. 
[And  33  others,  omitted.] 

Witness: 

HARRY  C.  EGBERT, 

First  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  [U.  8.]  Infantry. 
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Commission  IIelating  to  State  Prisoners, 

New  York,  April  8,  iS6,5. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  We  Lave  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  Lave  Lad  the  case  of 

Mr.  William  H,  Child  under  consideration  and  Lave  recommitted  Lim 

to  Fort  Lafayette,  and  respectfully  recommend  tLat  he  be  continued  in 

coniinement. 

We  have  tLe  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  j'our  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAEDS  PIEEREPONT, 
Gomminsioners. 


Washington,  December  12,  1862. 
Col.  Martin  BuRifE,  Commanding,  Fort  Lafayette: 

YouwilldiscLargefromcustody  William  H.  Child  *  *  *  on  [his] 
taking  oath  of  allegiance  or  an  oath  not  to  aid  in  any  way  the  rebel- 
lion.   *    *     * 

Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

L.  C.  TQENEE, 

Judge- Advocate. 


Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  December  13,  1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Commanding,  tfcc,  Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor. 
Colonel:  Iu  obedience  to  your  iTistructions  I  have  released  from 
custody    *    *    *    William  H.  Child. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  O.  WOOD, 
First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  February  11,  1863. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  I  went  to  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  as  directed,  to  report  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ludlow  for  exchange,  but  did  not  find  Colonel  Lud- 
low to  report  in  person.  The  marshal  informed  me  at  about  the  time 
the  boat  was  leaving  that  Colonel  Ludlow  had  gone  away,  and  that 
I  must  return  to  Baltimore,  there  being  no  accommodations  at  Fort 
Monroe.  1  have  reported  my  case  to  Marshal  McPLail  here,  who  will 
undoubtedly  be  able  to  inform  me  in  due  time  when  the  next  truce  boat 
is  to  leave  Fort  Monroe,  but  having  unavoidably  come  short  of  your 
specific  directions  in  not  reporting  in  person  to  Colonel  Ludlow,  I  deem 
this  explanation  proper.  Any  further  directions  or  orders  you  might 
see  fit  to  give  that  would  expedite  my  movements  homeward  1  do 
assure  you,  sir,  would  be  most  highly  appreciated. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  CHILD. 


CONFEDEEATE  POLITICAL  AERESTS. 


Miscellaneons   Confederate   Correspondence   Relating  to   Political  Arrests 
During  the  First  Year  of  the  War. 

[For  the  cases  of  Hon.  Thomas  A.  R.  Nelson,  Hon.  William  G.  Brown- 
low,  and  other  Confederate  political  arrests,  see  "Confederate  Policy 
of  Repression  in  East  Tennessee,"  Volume  I,  this  Series,  pp.  823-931.] 


Norfolk,  Va.,  June  39, 1801. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  Lee,  Commanding,  die,  Bichmond. 

Sir  :  The  mayor  has  committed  to  jail  a  man  named  Bryan  who 
wrote  a  letter  and  endeavored  to  send  it  off  by  a  woman  who  had  per- 
mission to  leave  for  the  North  by  the  last  flag  of  truce,  which  letter 
was  giving  information  to  the  enemy  and  expressing  hostility  to  tlie 
Government  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  mayor  informs  me  that 
he  considers  the  evidence  that  he  did  Avrite  and  send  the  aforesaid  letter 
as  conclusive,  and  he  holds  him  for  trial  by  a  military  tribunal.  I  beg 
to  be  instructed  as  to  the  tribunal  before  which  I  shall  bring  him,  and 
what  laws  it  is  to  be  governed  by.  I  expect  to  have  another  and  simi- 
lar case  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Richmond,  July  4,  1801. 
General  R.  E.  Lee. 

Sir:  In  respect  to  such  cases  as  are  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  Gen- 
eral Huger  of  tlie  29th  ultimo  it  is  diflScnlt  exactly  to  define  a  rule  to 
cover  every  case.  The  person  committing  the  offense  according  to  his 
relations  to  the  State  will  determine  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  him. 
If  he  be  a  soldier  and  is  guilty  of  holding  correspondence  with  or  giving 
intelligence  to  the  enemy  he  should  be  tried  by  court-martial  under  the 
fifty-seventh  Article  of  War.  If  he  be  not  a  soldier  but  a  citizen  of 
Virginia  or  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  Confederate  States  and  is  guilty  of 
such  offense  or  of  like  class  he  should  be  handed  over  to  the  civil 
authorities,  to  be  prosecuted  under  the  laws  of  the  State  or  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  convention,  or  the  laws  of  the  Confederate  States.  How- 
ever, the  military  authorities  will  not  be  troubled  to  decide  in  such 
cases,  being  relieved  by  the  surrender  of  the  party  to  th«  civil  magistrate. 

If  the  party  were  an  alien — that  is  not  a  citizen  of  Virginia  or 
of  one  of  the  Confederate  States — he  may  be  tried  by  the  civil  courts 
or  by  court-martial,  according  to  his  offense.  By  court-martial  if  a  spy 
under  article  99,  section  2,  of  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War;  by  the 
civil  courts  if  guilty  of  any  offense  under  law  of  Virginia  or  ordinance 
of  the  convention,  or  law  of  the  Confederate  States.  A  man  though  an 
alien  if  resident  in  the  State  may  be  guilty  of  treason,  for  he  owes 
allegiance  to  the  State  which  gives  him  protection,  though  not  a  natural 
allegiance. 

1861 
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In  the  case  of  Bryan,  brought  to  your  notice  by  General  Huger,  I 
would  apply  the  general  principles  before  stated  thus:  If  Bryan  was  a 
soldier  he  must  be  tried  for  his  offense  by  court-martial  under  the  fifty- 
seventh  article.  If  an  alien  and  he  was  in  and  about  the  camp  or 
within  or  about  our  lines  obtaining  information  for  the  enemy  he  must 
be  tried  as  a  spy  under  article  99,  section  2,  of  Articles  of  War;  or 
he  may  be  tried  by  the  civil  courts.  It  makes  no  difference  that  his 
letter  was  iutercepted,  for  a  man  may  be  guilty  of  treason  who  writes 
and  sends  a  letter  to  the  enemy  though  it  is  intercepted,  and  so  he  may 
in  like  manner  be  guilty  as  a  spy  in  such  case.  It  would  be  better  if 
Bryan  was  a  spy  to  try  him  by  court-martial  as  it  is  the  proper  tribunal 
for  such  an  offense,  and  the  criminal  has  thus  forfeited  his  claim  to  the 
forms  of  civil  courts  in  his  case.  If  Bryan  was  not  a  spy,  and  was 
either  a  citizen  of  Virginia  or  of  one  of  the  Confederate  States,  then 
he  should  be  given  uj)  to  the  civil  authorities  to  be  dealt  with,  and  the 
same  course  should  be  pursued  if  he  be  an  alien,  resident  in  Virginia. 

I  should  be  glad  to  supply  anything  omitted  in  this  letter  necessarily 
general  in  its  statement  of  the  rules  applicable  to  such  cases. 
I  remain,  with  very  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  TUCKER. 


Richmond,  J%ily  10, 1861. 
S.  B.  French,  Esq., 

Aide-de-Camp  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia: 

The  case  of  Travis  Southall,  referred  to  me  by  you,  has  been  consid- 
ered. The  statement  of  the  prisoner  in  itself  is  not  unfavorable  to  him 
except  in  the  following  particulars : 

First.  He  seems  to  be  a  resident  of  Washington  City,  and  to  have 
been  so  since  last  December  at  least.  The  ordinance  of  secession  passed 
and  was  ratified,  and  yet  he  remained  within  the  enemy's  lines  and  at 
his  capital  until  July  2, 1861,  more  than  five  weeks  after  the  flagrant 
invasion  of  Virginia,  Second.  He  is  connected  with  the  family  of  an 
officer  of  the  Federal  army  in  Washington.  Third.  His  brother  is  in 
the  Federal  army  as  a  volunteer,  in  whose  family  he  lived  and  with 
whom  he  was  in  business. 

These  facts  may  be  susceptible  of  proper  explanation.  The  prisoner's 
coming  to  Virginia  at  all  seems  to  be  an  indication  of  his  purpose  to 
abandon  the  enemy's  country  for  his  native  State,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
such  may  prove  to  be  the  case.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  the  officer 
who  examined  the  case  is  unfavorably  impressed  with  it  and  he  has 
been  ordered  to  headquarters.  It  is  a  case  of  a  person  who  probably 
had  lost  his  citizenship  in  Virginia  and  had  fixed  it  in  Washington 
and  retuins  to  Virginia.  He  says  he  came  back  to  join  the  Confed' 
erate  army,  but  he  has  not  done  so,  and  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  step 
being  taken  toward  it.  He  may  have  come  with  an  improper  purpose. 
Whether  he  did  so  or  not  must  depend  upon  a  full  examination  of  all 
the  facts  of  the  case. 

I  think  it  is  a  case  of  inquiry  and  examination  by  the  Executive  under 
the  law  and  the  ordinance  of  the  (convention,  and  as  he  is  in  custody 
upon  arrest  upon  suspicion  of  improper  motive  and  the  governor  has 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  I  think  the  party  should  not  be 
discharged  until  the  examination  is  made.  But  I  think  it  is  not  a  case 
where  harsh  measures  should  be  adopted,  and  he  might  be  permitted 
until  the  return  of  the  governor  to  go  at  large  or  be  properly  secured 
for  his  appearance  before  the  executive. 

J.  R.  TUCKER. 
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„,      ^  [ElCHMOND,]  July  15,  1861. 

The  President. 

Sir:  Humbly  complaining  it  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you 
that  I  am  under  arrest  without  warrant  or  specification,  and  ordered  to 
jail  without  a  hearing  by  the  military  commandant  of  tliis  post;  and 
to  beg  your  Excellency's  interposition  so  far  as  to  suspend  tlie  execution 
of  the  mittimus,  and  to  take  my  parole  of  honor  until  I  can  obtain  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  have  a  hearing.  I  was  born  in  the  South. 
All  my  afiBnities  and  consanguinities  are  in  the  South.  l<]very  sympa- 
thy and  impulse  of  my  nature  and  my  heart  are  enlisted  in  her  cause. 
I  returned  to  her  bosom  at  the  earliest  moment  in  my  power  to  devote 
the  best  energies  I  possess  in  sustaining  her  rights. 
They  have  my  baggage  and  passport. 
Yery  truly,  your  friend, 

HENRY  L.  MARTIN, 

Of  Mississippi. 

[iDdoraemont.l 

Secretary  of  War  will  please  inquire  into  the  case  further,  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  be  necessary  to  confine  this  man. 

J.  D. 


War  Department,  Richmond,  July  27, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Henry  T,  Clark, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina. 
Sir  :  A  letter  from  Dr.  M.  L.  Eossvally,*  of  date  July  22,  has  been 
received  at  this  Department  indorsed  by  a  note  from  yourself  request- 
ing that  answer  should  be  returned  through  your  office.  In  obedience 
therefore  to  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Doctor 
Eossvally  is  under  arrest  as  a  spy. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Lynchburg,  July  31,  1861. 
His  Excellency  John  Letcher,  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  the  18th  of  last  June  I  sent  to  you  Dr.  George  Gross, 
who  had  been  kept  in  confinement  here  about  five  weeks  upon  suspicion 
of  being  a  spy,  and  I  wrote  to  you  setting  forth  the  circumstances  of 
his  arrest  and  the  evidence  elicited  upon  his  trial.  I  refer  you  to  my 
letter,  I  think  written  on  the  18th  of  June.  This  man  Gross  as  the 
officer  who  carried  him  before  you  informed  me  was  required  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  before  the  mayor  of  Richmond,  and  yet  he  was 
taken  as  a  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Manassas  and  confessed  to  having 
piloted  the  Federal  army  to  that  place.  Mr.  William  R.  Scott,  a  highly 
respectable  citizen  who  resides  near  this  city  and  who  knew  liini  when 
here,  heard  him  make  the  confession  at  Manassas,  I  advise  you  of  these 
facts  that  the  scoundrel  may  be  dealt  with  as  his  infamous  conduct 
demands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  D,  BRANCH, 

Mayor, 
P.  S, — Gross  claimed  to  be  a  resident  of  Fairfax  County,  Va, 

*Not  found. 
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Executive  Department,  August  2, 1861. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Mr.  President  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inclose  for  your  information 
copies  of  two  letters  and  one  original  from  the  mayor  of  Lynchburg  in 
reference  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gross,  who  was  arrested  as  a  sus- 
picious person  by  thatofiBcer  and  after  confinement  of  some  weeks  was 
sent  on  to  this  Department.  Upon  examination  had  before  the  governor 
he  was  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia  and  to  the  Confederate  Government.  These  oaths  were 
administered  by  his  honor  the  mayor  of  Eichmond.  The  mayor  of 
Lynchburg  now  writes  (see  original)  that  Gross  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Manassas.  If  such  be  the  case  I  have  deemed  it  proper  that  you  should 
be  furnished  with  this  page  of  the  prisoner's  antecedents. 
I  am,  Mr.  President,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  BASSETT  FKENCH, 
Aulede-Camp  to  Governor  of  Virginia. 

[Incloaure  No.  1.] 

Lynchburg,  May  26, 1861. 
His  Excellency  John  Letcher. 

Dear  Sir:  A  man  who  calls  himself  George  Gross,  a  millwright  by 
profession,  was  arrested  about  ten  days  ago  in  the  county  of  Bedford 
and  brought  before  me  as  a  suspicious  character.  Upon  an  investigation 
of  the  case  it  appeared  that  Gross  was  raised  at  the  North,  but  resides 
at  this  time  in  the  county  of  Fairfax,  about  twenty-four  miles  from 
Washington  City,  having  purchased  a  farm  there  in  December  last. 
He  has  a  j)ateut  right  for  certain  machinery  for  mills  and  has  done 
work  for  sundry  jiersons  in  and  near  this  city.  He  was  here  in  Jan- 
uary last  and  did  some  work  for  William  Scott,  who  resides  about  ten 
miles  above  this  city.  When  arrested  he  was  on  his  way  to  Scott's 
walking.  It  appeared  in  evidence  that  whilst  at  Scott's  in  January  he 
stated  that  he  was  a  Eepublican,  and  contended  that  the  party  did  not 
contemplate  waging  war  against  slavery  where  it  existed  but  was  bit- 
terly opposed  to  its  extension.  He  claims  now  to  be  a  Eepublican. 
Having  expressed  such  sentiments  I  thought  that  he  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  travel  through  the  country  and  committed  him  to  jail.  I 
would  take  it  as  a  favor  to  be  advised  by  you  as  to  the  best  course  to 
be  pursued  with  him. 

With  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  D.  BEANCH, 

Mayor. 

P.  S. — For  three  years  previous  to  settling  in  Fairfax  Gross  lesided 
in  the  city  of  Washington. 

W.  D.  B, 

[Inclosnro  No.  2.] 

Lynchburg,  June  is,  1861. 
His  Excellency  John  Letcher,  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Dear  Sir  :  Having  to  send  one  of  our  officers  to  Eichmond  on  busi- 
ness I  have  thought  it  best  to  put  under  his  charge  George  Gross  (iu 
relation  to  whom  I  wrote  you  some  time  since)  to  be  carried  before  you 
that  he  may  get  a  permit  to  go  to  Fairfax,  his  present  place  of  resi- 
dence. In  my  letter  I  advised  you  of  the  ground  upon  whicli  he  Avas 
arrested  and  detained.    Mr.  Gross  may  intend  no  harm,  but  I  dou't 
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think  iiiiy  man  prolessing  to  belong  to  the  party  to  which  he  claims  to 
belong  ought  to  be  permitted  to  travel  througli  the  country. 

"With  assurauees  of  high  regard,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WM.  ]).  KEANOH, 

Mayor. 

[Intlorflement.] 

When  the  prisoner  was  brouglit  before  the  Governor  he  stated  that 
m  order  to  show  his  fidelity  to  the  South,  the  Confederate  States,  and 
^  irginia,  he  was  willing  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  each.  The  oath 
was  administered  in  the  governor's  oiBce  by  the  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Richmond. 

JOHN  LETCHEE. 


[Williamsburg,  Ya.,]  August  2,  1861. 
Mr.  Jefpeeson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate-  States. 

Deak  Sik:  About  four  weeks  ago  my  son,  Mr.  Travis  Southall, 
arrived  here  from  Washington  where  he  had  been  for  some  months  for 
the  pur]iose  of  joining  a  volunteer  company.  Want  of  means  together 
with  other  difficulties  attending  such  a  step  alone  prevented  his  getting 
here  earlier.  So  soon  as  he  reached  this  his  home  he  was  arrested, 
underwent  a  strict  examination,  and  though  the  examining  officer, 
Captain  Werth,  congratulated  him  on  answering  every  question  satis- 
factorily yet  Mr.  Southall  was  the  next  morning  sent  oft'  to  Eichmond 
without  previous  notice.  From  Richmond  he  has  been  removed  to 
Ealeigh,  N.  C,  and  up  to  the  present  moment  no  action  has  been  taken 
in  tlie  matter.  What  the  charges  are  against  him  or  who  makes  them 
we  kno«'  not.  All  I  ask,  Mr.  President,  is  that  he  may  be  heard,  his 
case  examined  into.  If  he  prove  guilty,  though  his  mother  I  can  say 
let  him  be  punished ;  if  innocent  let  him  be  discharged  at  once  and  join 
his  company.  Colonel  Ewell  gave  me  permission  to-day  to  say  to  you 
that  had  Mr.  Travis  Southall  applied  to  him  to  join  his  regiment  (and 
which  Mr.  Southall  certainly  would  have  done  had  time  been  allowed 
him)  he  would  have  received  him  without  the  slightest  hesitation. 

With  this  letter,  Mr.  President,  I  send  some  depositions.  Please 
examine  them,  and  if  you  will  remember  how  guardedly  all  letters  had 
to  be  worded  to  get  them  through  Washington  at  all  you  must  see  that 
they  are  of  some  weight.  I  could  send  many  more  equally  strong  but 
feel  sure  that  those  will  suffice  to  ]>rove  the  loyalty  of  my  son.  May 
(lod  bless  you,  Mr.  President,  and  always  lead  you  to  do  what  is  right. 
Most  respectfully, 

MBS.  V.  F.  T.  SOUTHALL. 

[Intlosnre  No.  1.] 

The  following  are  expressions  made  use  of  in  the  letters  i-eceived 
from  my  soil,  Mr.  Travis  Southall,  at  various  times  since  the  4th  of 
March,  1861,  the  letters  themselves  having  been  burned  at  the  time  of 
the  alarm  and  preparation  to  leave  the  place : 

Look  ont,  mother,  ■we  are  coming  and  may  be  with  yon  without  a  moment's  warn- 
ing. The  ladies  only  will  remain  with  you;  wo  will  of  course  join  the  volunteer 
company  immediately. 

Mother,  fear  nothing  on  my  account.  I  can  swim  too  well  for  them  to  shut  me  up 
in  Washington. 
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I  have  been  offered  a  situation  here  but  could  not  think  of  accepting.  Virginia's 
fate  shall  be  mine;  she  needs  every  one  of  her  sons  to  stand  by  her. 

They  came  to  our  house  last  Saturday  and  iu  my  absence  took  down  my  name  on 
tlie  militia  roll.     I'll  die  before  I'll  serve. 

In  a  letter  from  Miss  Jeuiiie  Johnston  to  me  in  April  I  tbink  she  says : 

T.'s  name  is  on  the  militia  roll  but  he  says  he  will  see  them  at  the  devil  before  he 
serves.  He  is  on  the  lookout  to  leave  the  first  moment  that  he  can.  Any  one  sym- 
pathizing with  the  South  is  marked,  and  on  the  slightest  pretense  made  prisoner. 
Spies  are  everywhere. 

Again  in  a  letter  written  to  me  during  the  month  of  April — about 
the  20th — Travis  Southall  says : 

Last  Saturday  I  started  to  Norfolk  on  my  way  home  on  the  Government  steamer 
Anacostia  (that  is  the  name  I  believe),  a  free  passage  having  been  given  me  by  Cap- 
tain Fillebrown,  whom  you  know,  mother.  "When  some  distance  down  the  Potomac 
we  were  met  by  the  Pawnee,  the  powder  and  marines  were  taken  off,  and  we  sent 
back  to  Washington,  where  I  am  now  mucli  to  my  disappointment. 

V.  F.  T.  SOUTHALL, 

\Mother  of  Travis  Southall.] 
ELIZABETH  B.  BEIGHT. 
CATHEEINE  M.  MAUPIN. 
JULIA  S.  AEMISTEAD. 

City  of  Williamsbubg,  to  wit  :  This  day  V.  F.  T.  Southall,  E.  B. 
Bright,  C.  M.  Manpin  and  J.  S.  Armistead,  whose  names  are  subscribed 
to  the  deposition  annexed,  personally  apjieared  before  me,  Eobert  M. 
Garrett,  mayor  of  the  city,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances stated  iu  this  deposition  are  true. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  2d  August,  1861. 

EO.  M.  GAEEETT,  Mayor. 

[iBclosure  No.  2.] 

I,  Samuel  F.  Bright,  of  the  city  of  Williamsburg  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  certify  as  follows:  Some  time  in  May  I  think  it  was  I  was 
informed  by  my  wife,  who  is  the  sister  of  Mrs.' V.  F.  T.  Southall,  who 
is  the  mother  of  Travis  Southall,  that  he,  Southall,  was  in  Washington 
City,  D.  C,  very  anxious  to  come  on  to  Virginia  to  join  the  Virginia  army, 
but  that  he  did  not  have  the  means  nor  could  he  get  the  means  to 
bring  him  on.  I  requested  her  to  see  Mrs.  James  Semple  and  ask  of 
her  to  write  to  Purser  Semple,  her  husband  who  was  expected  to 
pass  through  Washington  about  that  time  and  to  request  him  to  bring 
Mr.  Southall  on  with  him  and  that  I  would  pay  him  the  amount  he 
might  advance  for  that  purpose  immediately  on  his  arrival,  but  unfor- 
tunately Purser  Semple  arrived  in  this  place  the  next  morning  and  the 
mails  were  not  considered  safe  after  that  time,  and  from  the  conversa- 
tion in  tlie  family  I  was  led  to  believe  that  the  deficiency  of  means  was 
the  sole  cause  of  his  not  coming  sooner. 

SAML.  F.  BEIGHT. 

Sworn  before  me  this  day,  August  2, 1861. 

EO.  M.  GAEEETT,  Mayor. 

War  Department,  Bichmond,  August  2,  1861. 
Mr.  President:  The  inclosed  letters*   are  from  Travis  Southall 
arrested  and  sent  prisoner  to  Ealeigh,  N.  C,  as  a  spy.    They  were 
addressed  by  him  from  Washington  to  a  young  lady  in  New  Kent 
County,  Va.,  Miss  Octavia  Christian,  daughter  of  John  D.  Christian 

'Omitted.  '" 
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esq.,  clerk  of  the  superior  and  inferior  courts  of  that  county.  They  tell 
their  own  tale  and  show  conclusively  that  the  young  man's  heart  beats 
in  the  right  place.  I  have  known  all  the  parties  since  infancy  and 
although  difllering  politically  from  them  can  answer  for  tlie  fact  that 
they  are  no  traitors.  Tliere  exists  in  Williamsburg  bitter  feeling 
against  the  father  of  young  Southall  on  the  part  of  some  citizens 
based  on  private  griefs,  and  .1  have  but  little  doubt  that  the  father  is 
struck  at  by  these  parties  through  the  son.  Having  acted  during  the 
last  canvass  through  this  district  as  sub-elector  of  Breckinridge  I 
know  the  complexion  of  them  all. 

With  high  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  TYLEE,  Jr. 

War  Department,  Richmond,  August  ,v,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States. 
Mr.  President  :  1  forgot  to  say  in  my  note  of  yesterday  that  the 
letters  of  Travis  Southall  to  Miss  Christian  were  brought  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  by  Mr.  Wari  ng,  of  New  Ken  t  County,  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  parents  or  relatives  of  young  Southall,  but  on  making  the  facts 
known  to  the  father  of  Travis  Southall  last  evening  he  immediately 
produced  a  letter  from  his  son  while  in  Washington  to  his  sister  in 
Williamsburg,  signed  like  the  others  "Mclvor,"  and  fully  confirmatory 
of  the  sentiments  expressed  to  Miss  Christian.  The  letter  of  Dr.  John 
Gait,  superintending  physician  to  the  lunatic  asylum  in  Williamsburg, 
and  one  of  the  purest  men  of  one  of  the  purest  families  on  earth,  in 
itself  is  a  voucher  in  behalf  of  young  Southall  of  great  weight.  With 
entire  respect, 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

JOHN  TYLEE,  Jr. 


Pabmville,  Va.,  August  5, 1861. 
Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  caused  Samuel  Thompson  and  James  S.  Wetherel 
to  be  arrested  as  alien  enemies  and  spies.  At  the  time  of  their  arrest 
they  were  in  the  cars  and  professing  to  be  on  their  way  one  to  the  city 
of  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  the  other  to  Richmond.  The  witnesses  against 
them  are  L.  C.  Garland,  Captain  Eandolph,  John  S.  Lydnor,  General 
Hugh  McLand  and  J.  A.  Potter,  who  are  now  in  Kichmond,  Va. 
Wetherel  has  obtained  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  Please  have  the 
necessary  steps  taken  for  the  proper  investigation  of  the  case  and 
cause  the  witnesses  to  be  sent  here  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  T.  GEAY, 
A  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Prince  Edward. 

This  will  be  delivered  by  John  V.  Miller,  a  constable  for  the  county 
of  Prince  Edward,  Va. 


Executive  Department,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  August  6, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  situation  of  the  prisoners 
of  war  sent  here  by  Lieutenant  Todd.    They  were  all  sent  here  in  one 
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company  designated  "prisoners  of  war,"  and  no  distinction  made  among 
them.  Since  then  ]3r.  Kossvally  has  been  reported  here  to  be  a  spy, 
and  I  immediately  ordered  him  to  the  public  jail.  Another  wliose 
name  I  think  is  Widgen  says  his  confinement  is  for  treasonable  lan- 
guage, and  demands  a  habeas  corpus  to  show  cause  of  detention.  If 
these  men  are  citizens  they  have  a  constitutional  right  to  a  trial,  but  I 
give  them  no  answer  till  I  hear  from  you.  There  are  also  some  foreign- 
ers who  are  to  enlist  in  our  volunteer  ranks,  and  the  oiiicers  and  men 
all  are  desirous  of  going  home  on  their  oath  not  to  serve  against  the  Con- 
federacy. We  haA'e  also  here  a  Navy  officer,  a  sailing  master,  who  was 
captured  by  one  of  our  vessels  before  we  joined  the  Confederacy,  who 
has  been  recognized  and  esteemed  here  as  ii  gentleman,  particularly  by 
Captain  Crossan,  who  captured  him.  He  lives  in  Ohio,  and  is  pressing 
me  for  a  discharge  on  his  oath  to  serve  no  more  in  any  capacity  against 
the  Confederate  States.  Do  you  choose  to  give  me  any  direction  about 
these  men,  or  shall  I  send  them  to  Richmond,  where  the  proof  if  any 
against  them  must  exist? 
Very  respectfully, 

HENEY  T.  CLAliK, 

Governor,  &c. 


An  act  respecting  alien  enemies,  approved  August  8,  1861. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  when- 
ever there  shall  be  a  declared  war  between  the  Confederate  States  and 
any  foreign  nation  or  government,  or  any  invasion  or  predatory  incur- 
sion shall  be  perpetrated,  attempted  or  threatened  against  the  territory 
of  the  Confederate  States  by  any  foreign  nation  or  government  and  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  shall  make  public  proclamation  of 
the  event,  or  the  same  shall  be  proclaimed  by  act  of  Congress,  all  natives, 
citizens,  denizens  or  subjects  of  the  hostile  nation  or  government,  being 
males  of  fourteen  years  of  age  and  upward,  Avbo  shall  be  within  the 
Confederate  States  and  not  citizens  thereof  shall  be  liable  to  be  appre- 
hended, restrained  or  secured  and  removed  as  alien  enemies : 

Provided,  That  during  the  existing  war  citizens  of  the  United  States 
residing  within  the  Confederate  States  with  intent  to  become  citizens 
thereof  and  who  shall  make  a  declaration  of  such  intention  in  due  form, 
and  acknowledging  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  same,  shall 
not  become  liable  as  aforesaid,  nor  shall  this  act  extend  to  citizens  of 
the  States  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Missouri  and  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  the  Territories  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  and  the 
Indian  Territory  south  of  Kansas  who  shall  not  be  chargeable  with 
actual  hostility  or  other  crime  against  the  public  safety  and  who  shall 
acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Sec.  2.  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States  shall  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  by  his  proclamation  or  other  public  act,  in  case  of 
existing  or  declared  war  as  aforesaid,  to  provide  for  the  removal  of 
those  who  not  being  permitted  to  reside  within  the  Confederate  States 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  depart  therefrom;  and  to  establish  such  regu- 
lations in  the  premises  as  the  public  safety  may  require. 

Sec.  3.  Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  President  of  the 
Confederate  States  shall  by  proclamation  require  all  (jitizens  of  the 
United  States,  being  males  of  fourteen  years  and  upward,  within 
the  Confederate  States  and  ailhering  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  acknowledging  the  authority  of  the  same,  and  not  beiuo- 
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citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  uor  Av^itbin  the  proviso  of  the  first 
section  of  this  act,  to  depart  from  the  Confederate  States  within  forty 
days  from  the  date  of  said  proclamation;  and  such  persons  remaining 
witliin  the  Confederate  States  after  that  time  shall  become  liable  to  be 
treated  as  alien  enemies;  and  in  all  cases  of  declared  war  as  aforesaid 
aliens  resident  within  the  Confederate  States  who  shall  become  liable 
as  enemies  as  aforesaid,  and  who  shall  not  be  chargeable  with  actual 
hostility  or  other  crime  against  the  public  safety,  shall  be  allowed  the 
time  for  the  disposition  of  their  effects  and  departure  which  may  be 
stipulated  by  any  treaty  with  such  hostile  nation  or  government;  and 
when  no  such  treaty  may  exist  the  President  shall  prescribe  such  time 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  safety  and  accord  with  the  dic- 
tates of  humanity  and  national  hospitality. 

Sec.  4.  After  any  declared  war  or  proclamation  as  aforesaid  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  courts  of  the  Confederate  States  and  of  each 
State  having  criminal  jurisdiction,  and  of  the  several  judges,  justices  of 
the  courts  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
upon  complaint  against  any  alien  or  alien  enemies  as  aforesaid  or  per- 
sons coming  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  who  shall  be  resident  or 
remaining  in  the  Confederate  States  and  at  large  within  the  juris- 
diction or  district  of  such  judge  or  court  as  aforesaid  contrary  to  the 
intent  of  this  act  and  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States  or  the  regulations  prescribed  by  hini  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  to  cause  such  alien  or  aliens,  person  or  persons  as  aforesaid 
to  be  duly  apprehended  and  convened  before  such  court,  judge  or 
justice  for  examination;  and  after  a  full  examination  and  hearing  in 
such  complaint,  and  sufficient  cause  therefor  api)eariug,  shall  or  may 
order  such  alien  or  aliens,  person  or  persons  to  be  removed  out  of  the 
territory  of  the  Confederate  States  or  to  be  otherwise  dealt  with  or 
restrained,  conformably  to  the  intent  of  this  act  and  the  proclamation 
or  regulations  which  may  be  prescribed  as  aforesai<l,  and  may  imprison 
or  otherwise  secure  such  alien  person  until  the  order  which  shall  be 
made  shall  be  performed. 

Seo.  5.  It  shall  be  th-e  duty  of  the  marshal  of  the  district  in  which 
any  alien  enemy  or  person  oifending  against  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  be  apprehended,  who  by  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States 
or  by  order  of  any  court,  judge  or  justice  as  aforesaid  shall  be  required 
to  depart  [or]  to  be  removed  as  aforesaid,  to  execute  such  order  by  him- 
self or  deputy  or  other  discreet  person,  and  for  such  execution  the 
marshal  shall  have  the  warrant  of  the  President  or  the  court  or  judge, 
as  the  case  may  be. 


Proclamation. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  did  by 
an  act  approved  on  the  8th  day  of  August,  1861,  entitled  "An  act 
res]>ecting  alien  enemies,"  make  provision  that  proclamation  should  be 
issued  by  the  President  in  relation  to  alien  enemies,  and  in  conformity 
witli  the  provision  of  said  act — 

Now  therefore  I,  Jeft'erson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation ;  and  1  do  hereby  warn  and 
require  every  niale  citizen  of  tlie  TJnited  States  of  the  age  of  fourteen 
jears  and  upward  now  within  the  Confederate  States  and  adhering  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  acknowledging  the  authority 
of  the  same,  and  not  being  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  depart 
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from  the  Confederate  States  witliiu  forty  days  from  the  date  of  this 
proclamation.  And  I  do  warn  all  persons  above  described  who  shall 
remain  within  the  Confederate  States  after  the  expiration  of  said  period 
of  forty  days  that  they  will  be  treated  as  alien  enemies. 

Provided,  however,  That  this  proclamation  shall  not  be  considered  as 
applicable  during  the  existing  war  to  citizens  of  the  United  States 
residing  within  the  Confederate  States  with  intent  to  become  citizens 
thereof,  and  who  shall  make  a  declaration  of  such  intention  in  due 
form,  acknowledging  the  authority  of  this  Government;  nor  shall  this 
proclamation  be  considered  as  extending  to  the  States  of  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  Territories 
of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  and  the  Indian  Territory  south  of  Kansas, 
who  shall  not  be  chargeable  with  actual  hostility  or  other  crime  against , 
the  public  safety,  and  who  shall  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the 
Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

And  I  do  further  proclaim  and  make  known  that  I  have  established 
the  rules  and  regulations  hereto  annexed  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  said  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  tbe  seal  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  at  the  city  of  Eichmond  on  this  14th  day  of  August,  A.  D. 
1861. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

By  the  President: 

R.  M.  T.  HUNTER, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Inclosure.] 

Begulations  respecting  alien  enemies. 

The  following  regulations  are  hereby  established  respecting  alien 
enemies,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  8th  of  August,  1861, 
entitled  "An  act  respecting  alien  enemies : " 

1.  Immediately  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  forty  days  from 
the  date  of  the  foregoing  proclamation  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sev- 
eral district  attorneys,  marshals  and  other  officers  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  make  complaint  against  aliens  or  alien  enemies  coming  within 
the  purview  of  the  act  aforesaid,  to  the  end  that  the  several  courts  of 
the  Confederate  States  and  of  each  State  having  jurisdiction  may  order 
the  removal  of  such  aliens  or  alien  enemies  beyond  the  territory  of  the 
Confederate  States  or  their  restraint  and  confinement,  according  to  the 
terms  of  said  law. 

2.  The  marshals  of  the  Confederate  States  are  hereby  directed  to 
apprehend  all  aliens  against  whom  complaints  may  be  made  under  said 
law  and  to  hold  them  in  strict  custody  until  the  final  order  of  the  court, 
taking  special  care  that  such  aliens  obtain  no  information  that  could 
possibly  be  made  useful  to  the  enemy. 

3.  Whenever  the  removal  of  any  alien  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Con- 
federate States  is  ordered  by  any  competent  authority  under  the  pro- 
visions of  said  law  the  marshal  shall  proceed  to  execute  the  order  in 
person  or  by  deputy  or  other  discreet  person  in  such  manner  as  to  pre- 
vent the  alien  so  removed  from  obtaining  any  information  that  could 
be  used  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Confederate  States. 

4.  Any  alien  who  shall  return  to  these  States  during  the  war  after 
having  been  removed  therefrom  under  the  provisions  of  said  law  shall 
be  regarded  and  treated  as  an  alien  enemy,  and  if  made  prisoner  shall 
be  at  once  delivered  over  to  the  nearest  military  authority  to  be  dealt 
with  as  a  spy  or  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  as  the  case  may  require. 


SUSPECTED    AND    DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1371 

War  Depaktment,  Richmond,  August  9, 1861. 
G.  B.  Board,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  Boanoie  County,  Va.,  or 
James  C.  Huff,  Esq.,  Jailor,  Salem,  Va.: 

A  letter  lias  been  received  at  this  Department  from  the  sheriff  of 
the  county  of  Boanoke,  Va.,  and  a  similar  letter  from  the  clerk  of  the 
same  county,  asking  instructions  with  regard  to  the  prisoners  which 
have  been  lodged  in  the  jail  of  Eoanoke  County  by  order  of  Brigadier- 
General  Wise. 

The  prisoners  of  war  must  be  sent  to  Eichmond,  and  you  are  author- 
ized to  engage  at  the  expense  of  this  Government  such  a  guard  as 
may  be  necessary  to  bring  them  with  safety.  This  order  is  limited, 
however,  to  those  taken  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  does  not  include  those 
arrested  as  spies  over  whom  this  Department  has  no  control. 
llespectfuUy, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  Richmond,  August  10, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Henry  T.  Clark,  Raleigh,  N.  G. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  Travis  Southall,  of  Williamsburg,  Va.,  having  been 
arrested  as  a  spy  was  sent  to  Ealeigh  for  confinement.  There  appear- 
ing no  evidence  to  justify  his  detention  you  will  please  order  his  imme- 
diate release.  Your  excellency's  letter  of  August  6  relative  to  the  pris- 
oners now  in  confinement  at  Raleigh  has  been  also  received.  This  De- 
partment cannot  authorize  the  release  of  any  of  the  prisoners  mentioned 
upon  their  oath  not  to  serve  against  the  Confederate  States;  nor  could 
the  foreigners  among  them  whom  you  mention  be  admitted  to  join  our 
volunteer  ranks.  Rossvally  and  Widgen  having  been  arrested  not  as 
prisoners  of  war  are  certainly  entitled  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  but 
this  Department  takes  the  liberty  of  reminding  your  excellency  that  it 
has  been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  courts  in  similar  cases  not  to 
grant  discharges  except  by  the  authority  of  the  Government,  or  after 
fiiU  legal  process.  With  regard  to  the  sailing  master  who  was  captured 
by  the  authorities  of  North  Carolina  before  that  State  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Confederacy  this  Department  does  not  assume  to  exercise 
control.  The  Department  begs  leave,  however,  to  suggest  to  your  excel- 
lency a  doubt  as  to  the  policy  of  discharging  the  prisoner  unless  the 
evidence  in  his  favor  is  entirely  convincing.  It  is  desirable  so  far  as 
possible  that  the  Confederate  and  the  State  authorities  should  in  similar 
cases  be  guided  by  like  principles  of  action  in  this  regard. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  P.  WALKER. 
Secretary  of  War. 


Executive  Department,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  August  15, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  When  the  prisoners  were  brought  to  Raleigh  by  Lieutenant 
Todd  they  were  all  called  and  receipted  for  as  prisoners  of  war.  Since 
then  two  of  them  (Widgen  and  Rossvally)  have  asserted  that  they  were 
citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  and  demanded  a  habeas  corpus. 

Upon  notification  of  this  fact  you  informed  me  that  they  Avere  not 
prisoners  of  war  but  arrested  as  spies  and  were  entitled  to  the  writ, 
but  suggested  that  the  judge  ought  not  to  interfere  without  the  fullest 
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legal  investigatiou.  These  men  still  insist  on  their  demand  for  a  trial, 
and  as  all  the  evidence  is  I  suppose  in  your  hands  or  under  your  con- 
trol, and  might  require  the  attendance  of  witnesses  from  Kichinond, 
and  I  had  no  evidence  against  them  here,  I  therefore  concluded  it  would 
best  subserve  the  ends  of  justice  and  perhaps  the  convenience  of  your 
witnesses  to  send  them  back  to  Eichmond.  I  have  accordingly  directed 
the  marshal  of  the  district  to  proceed  with  them  to  Eichmond  and 
deliver  them  to  the  proper  authorities. 
Most  respectfully,  yours, 

HENEY  T.  CLAEK, 
Governor  of  North  Carolina. 


War  Department,  Eichmond,  Augttst  18,  1861. 
MiBES  W.  Fisher. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  asking  for  the  exchange  of  J. 
K.  Burch  and  Jos.  W.  Paulin,  citizens  of  Virginia  now  conlined  as 
prisoners  of  war  at  Fortress  Monroe,  has  been  received.  In  reply  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  an  exchange  of  cartels  upon  the 
terms  usually  recognized  and  practiced  in  civilized  warfare  has  been 
already  invited  by  our  Government.  Eo  reply,  however,  has  yet  been 
received,  and  until  that  proposition  shall  have  been  accepted  it  would 
be  manifestly  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  this  Government  to  make 
any  further  effort  in  that  direction  and  therefore  impossible  to  effect 
the  exchange  proposed.  It  is  needless  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  this 
Department  regrets  in  common  with  the  whole  Confederate  Govern- 
ment that  the  (Tovernmentof  the  United  States  has  seen  fit  to  adopt  a 
course  so  much  at  variance  with  the  customs  of  civilized  warfare  as 
well  as  with  every  dictate  of  humanity;  but  such  being  the  case  self- 
respect  requires  that  we  should  accept  the  terms  which  have  been  [put] 
upon  us  by  our  adversaries  and  adhere  unflinchingly  to  the  policy 
which  is  thus  rendered  necessary. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Congress, 

August  23,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Your  Excellency  officially  that  on 
the  22d  day  of  August  instant  the  Congress  adopted  the  resolution  of 
which  the  subjoined  is  a  correct  copy : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested,  if  in  his  opinion  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interests,  to  communicate  to  Congress  the  letter  from  General 
Bonham  dated  the  26th  reporting  the  hanging  of  two  sentinels  of  the  South  Carolina 
troops  who  were  captured  on  the  17th  July  by  the  enemy  near  CentrovlUe,  and  also 
any  information  he  may  possess  relative  to  the  facts  stated  therein. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  HOOPEE, 
Secretary  of  the  Congrei 


•ess. 


New  Orleans,  August  23, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Eichmond. 

Dear  Sir:  I  see  among  the  prisoners  taken  at  Manassas  and  in 
Eichmond  the  name  of  the  Eev,  Hiram  Eddy,  chaplain  to  the  Second 
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Oounecticut  Eegiment.  This  Mr.  Eddy,  I  have  from  un  doubted  author- 
ity (from  a  gentleman  residing  here  that  was  in  Connecticut  when  that 
regiment  was  preparing  to  leave  for  Washington),  preaelied  a  sermon 
to  them  and  told  them  to  show  no  quarter,  take  sure  aim  and  be  sure 
to  shoot  to  kill.  I  write  this  to  you  that  tlie  reverend  gentleman  may 
be  properly  understood  and  dealt  by,  and  hope  you  will  make  these 
facts  known. 

With  respect,  yours,  truly, 

J.  E.  CONNEli. 


Salem,  Eoanoke  County,  Va.,  August  24,  1861. 
His  Excellency  John  Lbtchbe,  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Sir  :  Sometime  since  thirty -nine  prisoners  from  Northwestern  Vir- 
ginia, arrested  I  learn  as  suspicious  persons,  were  sent  here  by  General 
H.  A.  Wise.  These  persons  have  been  committed  to  the  jail  of  this 
county  without  any  warrant  or  legal  proceedings  other  than  as  I  under- 
stand by  the  order  of  General  Wise;  at  least  no  papers  of  such  com- 
mittal are  in  my  possession.  No  evidence  has  as  yet  been  obtained  to 
justify  any  of  our  magistrates  to  make  a  committal.  Nine  of  these  pris- 
oners were  said  to  be  prisoners  of  war  and  were  by  the  order  of  your 
excellency  taken  to  Richmond  a  short  time  since.  One  of  those  remain- 
ing has  since  that  time  been  released  by  the  order  of  General  Wise. 
Several  others  it  is  thought  are  innocent,  but  the  majority  no  doubt 
from  all  I  can  learn  are  traitors  to  their  country. 

Our  circuit  court  commences  on  Wednesday  next,  and  if  these  pris- 
oners should  be  brought  before  the  judge  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
they  would  under  the  present  state  of  things  be  released.  In  view  of 
an  attempt  of  this  kind  possibly  being  made  and  in  order  to  prevent 
their  release  I  have  thought  proper  to  give  your  excellency  the  above 
information  in  order  to  have  a  warrant  or  order  made  out  if  deemed 
necessary,  or  some  information  on  the  subject  which  will  enable  me  to 
act  in  the  premises.  Please  let  me  hear  from  your  excellency  before 
the  sitting  of  onr  court. 
Very  respectfully, 

P.  J.  EIBBLB, 
Acting  Commonwealth's  Attorney. 


lllCHMONB,  August  36,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walkeb,  Secretary  of  War. 

SiK :  There  are  many  cases  among  the  prisoners  arrested  as  suspi- 
cious persons  and  for  other  causes  which  I  feel  satisfied  would  be  released 
if  their  cases  were  examined.  Knowing  that  your  time  is  so  much 
occupied  that  you  cannot  give  them  attention  I  take  the  liberty  to  ask 
yon  to  consider  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  commission  or  of  direct- 
ing the  C.  S.  commissioner  to  examine  these  cases  and  to  prepare  and 
digest  them  so  that  you  can  at  once  decide  them  without  the  labor  of 
Avading  through  the  investigation.  By  this  course  justice  would  be 
done  and  a  great  saving  of  expense  to  the  Confederate  States.  The 
case  of  the  Howard  family  is  peculiarly  hard. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDEll, 
Brigadier-General,  &c. 
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Richmond,  August  38,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walkbe,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant 
inclosing  a  statement  made  by  A.  Judson  Crane,  esq.,  in  the  cases  of 
the  following  prisoners,  viz :  Samuel  Lumpkin,  Joseph  Eawlings,  Simon 
Schermerhorn,  B.  Kimball  and  Bellville  or  Bellfleld,  with  instructions  to 
make  inquiry  and  report  in  each  case.  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I 
have  searched  the  Adjutant-General's  Office  and  the  War  Office  and  can 
find  no  documentary  evidence  in  any  of  these  cases.  Yesterday,  how- 
ever, I  saw  General  Magruder,  from  whose  jurisdiction  these  ijrisoners 
were  sent,  and  from  him  I  learn  that  except  Lumpkin  these  are  all  dan- 
gerous persons  and  ought  not  to  be  at  large;  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  they  would  as  two  others  have  already  done  immediately  go  to  the 
enemy  with  whatever  information  they  might  have  to  cominuuicate. 
General  Magruder  will  as  soon  as  he  returns  to  Yorktown  send  a  full 
statement  in  each  case.  I  will  therefore  withhold  the  report  until 
General  Magrnder's  communication  is  received. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JE^O.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


War  Department,  Bichmond,  August  30, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  Randolph  Tucker  and  James  Lyons. 

Gentlemen  :  Brig,  Gen.  John  H.  Winder,  of  the  Confederate  service, 
in  charge  of  the  prisons  and  prisoners  of  this  Government,  in  a  com- 
munication addressed  to  this  Department  on  the  26th  of  August,  says: 

There  are  many  cases  among  the  pTisoners  arrested  as  suspicious  persons  and  for 
other  causes  which  I  feel  satisfied  would  he  released  if  their  cases  were  examined. 
Knowing  that  your  time  is  so  much  occupied  that  yon  cannot  give  them  attention 
I  take  the  liljerty  to  ask  you  to  consider  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  commission 
or  of  directing  the  C.  S.  commissioner  to  examine  these  cases  and  to  prepare  and 
digest  them  so  that  you  can  at  once  decide  them  without  the  labor  of  wading  through 
the  investigation.  By  this  course  justice  would  be  done  and  a  great  saving  of  expense 
to  the  Confederate  States.    The  case  of  the  Howard  family  is  peculiarly  hard. 

It  is  desired  by  this  Department  to  know  whether  you  would  under- 
take the  commission  indicated  by  General  Winder.  An  early  response 
is  requested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

l.  p.  walker, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Richmond,  August  30, 18C1. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  the  case  of  the  Howard 
family,  arrested  and  sent  from  Manassas  with  the  following  remarks, 
viz: 

William  Howard,  an  Irishman.  He  has  lived  sixteen  years  in  Maryland  and  five 
years  in  Virginia,  He  was  sent  here  by  Colonel  Stuart  without  any  evidence  against 
him.  I  have  examined  the  case,  and  1  am  under  the  impression  tliat  his  arrest  is  the 
result  of  a  persecution  on  account  of  his  baying  killed  a  man  named  Monroe  some 
time  ago  in  self-defense. 

CORNELIUS  BOYLE, 

I'rovott-M.arshal. 
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The  family  seem  to  have  been  arrested  because  they  were  the  family 
of  Howard.    The  inclosed  letter  came  with  the  prisoner.    Eespectfully 
submitted.    If  discharged  shall  I  give  them  transportation  home? 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Inclosuro.] 

Camp  Pickens,  August  21, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Winder, 

Inspector-General,  G.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va. 
General:  From  the  statements  made  to  me  by  reliable  citizens  of 
Fairfax  County  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  the  case  of  William  How- 
ard and  family,  by  order  of  General  Johnston  forwarded  to  you,  is  one 
of  persecution  resulting  from  the  fact  that  the  prisoner  killed  a  man 
named  Monroe  in  self-defense  some  time  ago.  Mr.  Padgett,  a  reliable 
gentleman,  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  homicide  case  was  tried, 
especially  confirms  this  opinion,  and  says  that  he  considers  the  prisoner 
to  be  a  true  man.  Howard's  family  were  arrested  while  on  a  visit  to 
him  at  Fairfax  Court-House  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  him  clean 
clothes;  at  least  such  is  the  state  of  the  case  as  represented  to  me  by 
persons  acquainted  with  the  circumstances,  no  charges  or  specifications 
in  the  case  having  been  made  to  me  officially. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C0R:5TELIT]S  BOYLE, 
Major  Virginia  Forces  and  Provost-Marshal  at  Gamp  Pickens. 


C.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Charleston,  8.  G.,  August  30, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Bichmond,  Ta. 

Sir  :  I  send  to-day  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Beasely,  my  special  deputy,  twenty- 
seven  prisoners  who  have  been  taken  from  different  vessels,  prizes  of 
war,  not  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.    Inclosed  will  be 
found  a  list  of  vessels  and  prisoners*  arid  other  relative  papers. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '       '  J.  B.  IRVING,  Jr., 

Deputy  G.  S.  Marshal  of  South  Garolina. 


Richmond,  August  31, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Gonfederate  States. 
Sir:  Believing  that  if  you  were  aware  of  my  imprisonment  here  as  a 
prisoner  of  war  without  a  shadow  of  cause  and  without  any  charge  hav- 
ing been  preferred  against  me  you  would  order  my  release,  I  beg  leave 
very  respectfully  to  place  before  you  the  following  brief  statement  of 
the  circumstances  under  which  I  was  arrested:  A  hackman  by  profes- 
sion and  resident  in  the  city  of  Washington,  I  was  hired  by  a  party  to 
convey  them  in  my  coach  to  Fairfax.  On  arriving  there  the  party  who 
had  employed  me  refused  to  pay  me  unless  I  carried  them  on  to  Cen- 
treville.    Having  no  other  means  of  obtaining  my  money  I  was  forced 


*  Not  found. 
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to  comply.  At  Oeiitreville  1  had  to  remain  all  night  and  on  Monday, 
July  22,  while  endeavoring  to  return,  my  horses  took  fright,  ran  away, 
throwing  me  from  the  box  and  injuring  me  very  mucli.  In  this  condi- 
tion, having  lost  my  coach  and  horses  and  badly  injured  by  my  fall,  I 
was  arrested  by  the  Confederate  troops  while  trying  to  find  my  way  to 
Fairfax  on  foot.  The  above  is  a  brief  statement  and  a  correct  one  of 
the  manner  in  which  I  was  captured,  and  fully  believing  that  your 
sense  of  justice  toward  an  innocent  non-combatant  and  your  humanity 
toward  a  widowed  mother  whose  sole  support  I  am  will  have  the  effect 
of  procuring  my  release  at  your  hands  I  now  place  it  before  you  with 
the  assurance  that  1  am  perifectly  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  Southern  Confederacy,  where  of  right  my  sympathies  and  affec- 
tions lie.  I  am  informed  that  one  Joseph  Birch,  also  a  hackman,  who 
was  arrested  at  Manassas  under  the  same  circumstances  as  I  was,  was 
released  on  the  day  following  his  arrest,  as  he  had  an  opportunity 
which  I  had  not  of  explaining  his  case  to  the  officers  in  authority  there. 
As  mine  is  a  precisely  similar  case  the  same  rule,  I  may  respectfully 
submit  to  Your  Excellency,  will  apply  to  both.  Hoping  that  Tour 
Excellency  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  addressing  you  personally, 
and  that  my  statement  and  the  accompanying  prayer  will  have  your 
favorable  consideration  at  an  early  day, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

WM.  SMITH, 
Prisoner  of  War,  Bichmond,  Va, 


Headquarters  of  the  Forces, 

Norfolk,  September  4, 1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  am  applied  to  by  many  persons  who  state  that  by  the  law  of 
Congress  respecting  aliens  and  tlie  proclamation  of  the  President 
thereon  they  are  compelled  to  leave  the  country  by  a  specified  time. 
As  this  is  the  only  route  by  which  any  number  could  go  North  these 
applications  are  increasing  daily.  I  cannot  be  the  judge  of  their  claims 
to  leave  under  the  above  act  and  proclamation  and  request  instructions 
on  the  subject.  I  shall  allow  none  to  go  without  orders  from  you. 
I  remain,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGEE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

All  are  to  be  allowed  to  go,  but  he  may  in  his  discretion  refuse  to 
permit  them  to  pass  by  any  other  route  than  via  Tennessee  if  he  things 
it  dangerous  to  the  country. 


Richmond,  September  4,  18G1. 
Hon.  L.  r.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir:  According  to  your  suggestion  this  morning  I  beg  leave 
to  present  in  writing  one  or  two  considerations  connected  with  the  mili- 
tary arrests  made  and  being  made  in  the  region  of  the  lower  Valley  of 
Virginia,  along  the  Potomac  border. 

A  number  of  such  cases  were  submitted  to  my  examination  by  Gen- 
eral Johnston  while  in  command  at  Winchester,  and  the  principle  I 
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acted  upon  was  to  arrest  no  one  and  to  prosecute  no  one  further  who 
had  been  arrested  when  turned  over  to  me  for  holding  merely  iu  the 
abstract  disloyal  opinions,  nor  even  where  they  exi)ressed  them  con- 
scientiously and  in  a  general  way,  but  to  seize  only  such  as  were  act- 
ively engaged  against  us,  in  some  mode  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
enemy. 

The  effect  of  this  policy  has  been  as  I  am  fully  satisfied  to  improve 
greatly  the  popular  sentiment,  and  to  strengthen  our  cause  in  that  part 
of  Virginia  where  I  regret  to  say  it  was  much  needed.  Recently  as  I 
have  reason  to  believe  several  arrests  have  been  made  by  the  military 
upon  mere  general  suspicion  of  the  party  holding  (and  perhaps  express- 
ing in  a  general  way  merely)  unsound  opinions  as  to  the  great  issue 
between  us  and  the  North,  and  I  am  satisfied  evil  consequences  will 
result  from  it.  Gentlemen  of  high  character  and  social  position  I 
understand  are  under  arrest  now  at  Winchester  without  any  oppor- 
tunity or  means  whatever  afforded  them  of  having  their  cases  examined 
and  determined.  Others  also  of  like  character  1  have  reason  to  believe 
will  soon  be  taken  into  custody. 

Without  troubling  you  therefore  further  in  detail  with  the  reasons 
which  induce  me  to  believe  these  arrests  will  be  productive  of  much 
mischief  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  something  in  the  way  of  a  commis- 
sion, made  in  part  at  least  of  civilians  of  intelligence  and  undoubted 
loyalty,  be  constituted  to  examine  into  these  cases  promptly  and  make 
proper  disposition  of  them  by  either  remitting  them  to  the  civil  authori- 
ties where  prosecutions  can  be  maintained  or  turning  them  over  to  the 
proi)er  higher  military  authorities,  or  in  proper  cases  discharging  them 
from  custody.  The  law  of  Virginia  is  very  defective  on  this  subject, 
and  in  these  border  counties  with  the  enemy  around  them  it  is  quite 
out  of  the  question  to  pursue  the  ordinary  slow  course  of  prosecuting 
such  cases. 

A  reply  if  addressed  to  Oharlestown,  Jefferson  County,  Va.,  will 
reach  me,  though  it  may  not  be  iinportant  that  I  should  have  one  if 
proper  instructions  be  given  to  the  military  authorities. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  HUNTER. 


AD.TUTANT   AND   InSPBOTOE   GENERAL'S   OFFICE, 

Richmond,  September  7, 1861. 
General  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Forces,  &c.,  Staunton,  Va. 

General  :  A  letter  relative  to  the  supposed  execution  by  the  enemy 
of  two  citizens  of  which  a  copy*  is  hercM'ith  transmitted  to  you  has 
been  received  by  the  President,  who  instructs  me  to  direct  that  you  will 
send  a  tiag  to  the  general  commanding  the  forces  of  the  enemy  in  front 
of  you,  report  to  him  the  case  and  require  that  he  deliver  to  you  as 
criminals  the  persons  who  perpetrated  the  offense  or  avow  his  respon- 
sibility for  the  act;  and  in  the  latter  case  that  you  will  retaliate,  retain- 
ing in  your  possession  for  that  purpose  of  the  enemy  twice  the  number 
of  those  of  our  citizens  that  were  thus  ignominiously  executed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

»  Not  found. 
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Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  Williamsburg, 

September  9,  1861. 
General  Coopee, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  V.  8.  Army. 

SiE:  A  man  by  tbe  name  of  Clark,  from  Port  Richmond,  Staten 
Island,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  son  attempted  to  leave  the  mouth 
of  York  River  in  a  sail  vessel  which  was  stopped  by  our  guard-boat  at 
that  point.  He  has  been  living  on  York  River  since  October  last,  and 
represents  that  he  obtained  the  pass  which  he  produced  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  This  pass  is  signed  by  V.  E.  Shepherd,  a  gentleman 
I  presume  fully  authorized  by  the  Secretary;  but  as  this  man  is  a  sea- 
faring man,  knows  precisely  our  present  situation  both  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  our  forces,  tlieir  state  of  health,  the  strength  of  our  works,  &c., 
I  have  not  permitted  him  to  pass. 

I  think  it  highly  important  not  to  permit  any  one  to  pass  our  lines  and 
out  of  the  mouths  of  our  rivers  in  whom  we  have  not  the  most  entire 
confidence.  At  this  moment  it  would  be  particularly  dangerous.  I  do 
not  presume  the  proclamation  of  the  President  was  intended  to  author- 
ize the  passage  of  any  Northern  peojjle  by  such  avenues  to  the  North 
as  could  afibrd  the  enemy  perfect  information  as  to  our  strength  or 
weakness  at  our  most  important  points.  Even  iu  times  of  peace  this 
might  not  be  i)ermitted.  I  respectfully  request  that  no  persons  from 
the  North  be  permitted  to  ]jass  to  the  North  in  this  direction. 

I  have  ordered  Clark  to  be  detained  at  Gloucester  Point  by  Colonel 
Crump  for  attempting  to  go  out  without  reporting  either  there  or  at 
Yorktown,  and  that  his  wife  and  son  should  remain  on  board  the  ves- 
sel which  it  is  not  understood  is  included  in  the  proclamation.  1  beg 
to  request  further  instructions  in  this  case.  They  can  be  sent  with  the 
vessel  to  the  point  on  the  river  whence  they  came,  and  authority 
granted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  them  to  go  to  New  York  by  some 
other  route,  say  Kentucky;  or  if  the  Secretary  wishes  it  they  will 
pass  of  course. 

There  are  others,  some  ten  or  twelve,  who  desire  to  go  to  the  North 
under  the  proclamation,  but  for  these  Mr.  Eustis,  of  Williamsburg,  and 
Mr.  Sewall,  of  Gloucester  County,  say  they  will  be  responsible.  1  pre- 
sume therefore  these  latter  can  be  trusted  to  give  no  information,  but 
I  had  ratlier  have  this  exit  stopped  altogether.  Clark  I  think  has  for- 
feited his  right  for  attempting  to  pass  without  reportuig.  I  understand 
also  that  he  is  intelligent,  daring  and  unscrupulous. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


September  10, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America: 
The  undersigned,  citizens  of  Hardy  County,  Va.,  desire  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  exposed  and  suffering  condition  of  our  county.  We 
have  been  invaded  for  the  past  few  mouths  by  Northern  thieves;  our 
houses  have  been  forcibly  entered  and  robbed  ;  our  horses,  cattle'  and 
sheep  in  large  numbers  driven  off;  our  citizens  arrested,  carried  off 
and  confined  only  because  they  are  loyal  citizens  of  Virginia  and  the 
Southern  Confederacy;  our  cattle,  sheep  and  horses  to  the  amount  of 
$30,000  have  been  forcibly  taken  from  us  and  appropriated  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 
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Our  county  unfortunately  is  divided,  the  western  portion  being  dis- 
loyal. The  Union  men  as  they  call  themselves  have  called  upon  Lincoln 
for  protection.  He  in  answer  to  their  call  has  sent  amongst  us  a  set  of 
base  characters  who  not  only  protect  the  Union  men  but  under  their 
guidance  are  committing  acts  unheard  of  in  any  country  claiming  civ- 
ilization. We  have  been  wholly  unprotected  and  unable  to  protect 
ourselves.  Our  enemies  have  met  with  no  resistance.  We  do  not  com- 
plain, as  it  is  perhaps  impossible  to  give  protection  to  all  who  are  suf- 
fering like  depredations ;  but  we  would  suggest  whether  the  interest 
of  the  Confederacy  apart  from  the  large  private  interest  involved  does 
not  require  the  protection  of  our  beef,  our  pork  and  our  corn  for  the 
use  of  the  Southern  Army.  General  Lee  is  now  drawing  his  supply  of 
corn  from  us.  There  is  perhaps  no  valley  in  America  of  the  same 
extent  that  produces  more  fat  cattle  and  hogs  than  the  valley  of  the 
South  Branch.  Were  we  protected  in  the  possession  of  our  ])roperty 
we  should  be  able  to  supply  the  army  with  several  thousand  cattle  and 
hogs  and  at  the  season  of  the  year  when  the  supply  from  other  sources 
fails  ;  but  if  no  protection  should  be  given  us  and  the  present  state  of 
things  suffered  to  go  on  we  may  well  despair  not  only  of  feeding  the 
army  but  of  feeding  ourselves.  Our  enemies  not  content  with  driving 
off  our  cattle  and  sheep  by  hundreds  and  our  horses  in  numbers  are 
to-day  we  are  most  reliably  informed  engaged  in  thrashing  out  the  crops 
of  wheat  of  some  of  the  farmers  of  Hampshire. 

We  have  been  hoping  for  relief  from  General  Lee's  army  in  Western 
Virginia— that  the  necessities  of  General  Rosecrans  would  compel  him 
to  withdraw  his  forces  from  us.  In  this  we  have  been  disappointed. 
We  find  still  a  force  on  our  border  acting  with  the  Union  men  sufii- 
cient  to  rob  us.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  llailroad  at  New  Creek  Sta- 
tion is  but  about  thirty  miles  from  our  county  seat,  and  so  long  as  that 
point  is  suffered  to  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy  we  must  be 
insecure.  We  jjlaced  ourselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Confederate 
States  with  a  full  knowledge  of  our  exposed  situation,  being  a  border 
county,  yet  relying  upon  the  ability  and  willingness  of  our  more 
Southern  brethren,  who  are  less  exposed,  to  defend  xis. 

We  now  would  most  earnestly  call  upon  you,  the  chosen  head  of  the 
Confederacy,  for  relief  and  continued  protection  if  not  inconsistent  with 
more  important  interests. 

JACOB  VAN  METEE. 
[And  nine  others.] 


Headquarters  Valley  Eiver,  September  ll,  1801. 

General  S.  Coopek, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. 
General  :  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  con- 
taining instructions  from  the  President  I  addressed  to  the  general 
commanding  the  forces  of  the  enemy  in  my  front  the  letter  of  the  13tli 
instant  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy,  and  received  from  him  to-day  the 
accompanying  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 
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[InolosureNo.  1.] 

Headquarters  Camp  on  Valley  Eivbr, 

September  13, 1861. 
The  General  Commanding  U.  S.  Troops, 

Huttonsville,  Va. 
General:  It  lias  been  reported  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  that  Andrew  J.  Moore  and  Ellis  Houchers,  citizens  of  Pocahon- 
tas County,  Va.,  were  arrested  about  the  1st  ultimo  by  a  party  of  armed 
men  and  carried  to  your  camp  at  the  top  of  Cheat  Mountain ;  that  sub- 
sequently they  were  carried  to  your  camp  at  JSeyerly;  were  there  tried 
by  a  court-martial,  condemned  and  executed..  It  is  stated  that  the 
crime  alleged  against  these  men  was  the  suspicion  that  they  belonged 
to  a  party  of  eight  who  had  two  days  befpi^e  eiicouutered  a  detachment 
of  your  troops  on  the  banks  of  the  Greeifbrier  liiyer,  ^hen  some  of 
the  latter  were  shot  but  in  which  encounter  they  h^ad  .no  participation. 
The  reported  execution  of  these  men  has  been  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent in  such  a  credible  shape  that  I  have  been  instructed  by  him  to  send 
to  you  under  a  flag  a  report  of  the  case,  and  to  require  tjiatyou  deliver 
to  me  as  criminals  the  perpetrators. of  the  act  or  avow  your  responsi- 
bility for  the  same. 

:      .,  Oe'mraj/Vqmmdtidinp.  ■ 

[Inclosurelfo.  2.]-  '    '  '  '.  v^: 


.Headquarters,  Seppember  ,Mr  l&6i. 

General  K.  E.  Lee,.  .  :    ,  ,  ,  '  ,V  ;;:;  'V'-V  ,  .,.• 

Commanding  Confederate  F.orces  in  IsygfK 
General  :  In  answer  to  yonr  inquiry  relating,  toi  Messrs,  Aiidrew  ,\. 
Moore  and  Ellis  Houchers  (we  have  itHouchin)  Ihavejto  say;that.the 
report  of  their  trial  and  execution  at  Beverly  is  i  wholly  unfounded. 
They  were  sent  to  Wheeling,  Va.,:  August  SiiiH;      ;i.  ,   . :  ,     ■    : 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunityito  state  t^icat  the  Ian  gniage  of  the 
latter  part  of  your  communication  is  exceptionable.  ^'  The  perpetrators 
of  the  act"  who  carry  out  the  sentence  dit  a  cQurt-anartial  could  not  be 
regarded  as  ciiminals  in  any  «ensey iandi ;tbe  avowal  of.  rieapojisibilitif 
referred  to  would  be  an  act  of  superfluity.  ;,    ;   ;  i  :;:■!.:,.:    ;i:L; 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  J.  EEYNOLDS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


iProctamation. 

^  ■;'■  ■■.■•.■■^-'-'.  •■■BoWLMtJ  &'kmi^',''Septemberi$,'l861. 

TO  TriE'I%0l!>iJE'-6F  KeNTUCKT'1'    ?•■:■■■   ■Mri;:;iy;:.-:;!    :'i^     ■:■.;;: 

"The  I'egis'latui^  of  Kentucky  jijiye  been  ;f£^^^  't6  t^b  "Will  of  tlie 
people:  They',h4ye',en.d^VotM: ■  itd  'i^dke  your  gallait. State  a  foTtreSs 
ii'i  which  undei*  tlie  giiise  of  nfeutraiitytii^ki?nve& 'forces  of  thb  United 
States  might  secretly  prepare  .to,  subjugajt^  aUke  tbfepjeojileVoif' Ken- 
tucky and  the  Southern  States,  it  ■wras' not  tintil  after  months  of 
covert  aiid  open  violation  of  your  neutrality,  with  large  encampments 
of  riational  troops  on' your  territory,  and  a  recent  official  declaration  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  not  to  regard  your  neutral  position, 
coupled  with  a  well-prepared  scheme  to  seize  an  additional  point  in 
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yonr  territory  which  was  of  vital  importance  to  the  safety  and  defense 
of  Tennessee  that  tlie  troops  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  on  the  invi- 
tation of  the  people  of  Kentucky  occupied  a  defensive  post  in  your 
State.  In  doing  so,  the  commander  announced  his  purpose  to  evacuate 
your  territory  simultaneously  with  a  similar  movement  on  the  part  of 
the  national  forces,  whenever  tlie  legislature  of  Kentucky  shall  under- 
take to  enforce  against  both  belligerents  the  strict  neutrality  which 
they  have  so  often  declared. 

1  return  amongst  you,  citizens  of  Kentucky,  at  the  head  of  a  force 
the  advance  of  which  is  composed  entirely  of  Kentuckians.  We  do  not 
come  to  molest  any  citizen  whatever  may  be  his  political  opinions. 
Unlike  the  agents  of  the  Northern  despotism  who  seek  to  reduce  us  to 
the  condition  of  dependent  vassals  we  believe  that  the  recognition  of 
the  civil  rights  of  citizens  is  the  foundation  of  constitutional  liberty, 
and  that  the  claim  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  declare 
martial  law,  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and 
to  convert  every  barrack  and  prison  in  the  land  into  a  bastile  is  nothing 
but  the  claim  which  other  tyrants  have  assumed  to  subjugate  a  free 
people. 

The  Confederate  States  occupy  Bowling  Green  as  a  defensive  posi- 
tion. 1  renew  the  pledges  of  commanders  of  other  columns  of  Confed- 
erate troops  to  retire  from  the  territory  of  Kentucky  on  the  same 
conditions  which  will  govern  their  movements.  I  further  give  you  my 
own  assurance  that  the  force  under  my  command  will  be  used  as  an  aid 
to  the  government  of  Kentucky  in  carrying  out  the  strict  neutrality 
desired  by  its  people  whenever  they  undertake  to  enforce  it  against 
the  two  belligerents  alike. 

S.  B.  BUCKNEE, 
Brigadier-General,  C.  S.  Army. 


MooKEFiELD,  September  18, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  went  on  business  concerning  some  cattle  that  had  been  taken 
from  this  county  by  Northern  troops  to  Cumberland,  There  I  was 
arrested  and  required  to  take  an  oath  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
United  States  Government.  I  have  never  and  had  not  at  the  time  of 
being  arrested  taken  up  arms  against  the  United  States  Government, 
but  have  been  up  to  this  time  merely  a  private  citizen.  What  I  want 
to  know  of  your  honor  is,  whether  the  oath  taken  by  me  will  be 
respected  by  the  Confederate  States  Government,  or  am  I  subject  to 
be  drafted  with  the  militia  of  Hardy  County  ?  Please  answer  and  direct 
to  post-oftice  at  Moorefleld,  Hardy  County,  Va. 

DANIEL  SMITH. 


Fork  of  Waters,  Highland  County, 

September  21, 1861. 

This  letter  has  been  handed  to  me  as  the  ofiicer  commanding  the  line 
between  Monterey  and  Petersburg.  I  forward  it  according  to  its 
address,  and  with  it  the  following  extracts  from  the  report  of  Capt. 
George  Jackson,  former  commandant  of  the  post  at  Monterey: 

•John  W.  Overman;  lives  in  Preston  County,  five  miles  wesfrofWest  Ucioii.  Was 
arrested  witliout  arms  and  confined  in  the  guardhouse  August  23, 1861,  on  th(!  charge 
of  being  a  Union  man.  Says  that  he  was  a  Union  man  until  his  arrest,  but  has  since 
changed  and  is  now  willing  to  stand  by  the  South. 


1382  PRISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

It  is  proper  to  state  here  that  all  of  those  persons  mentioned  in  the  above  list  as 
arrested  on  the  charge  of  disloyalty,  other  than  those  caught  in  arms  against  the 
South,  -were  arrested  upon  representations  of  nnmhers  of  the  most  substantial,  relia- 
ble and  loyal  citizens  of  Hardy  County,  to  the  effect  that  they  were  actively  engaged 
in  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

These  extracts  give  all  the  information  I  have  about  Overman,  except 
that  I  was  [informed]  by  two  gentlemen  from  Hardy  that  he  was  taken 
up  as  a  spy.  He  is  sent  to  the  Staunton  jail  by  order  of  General  H.  E. 
Jackson. 

Respectfully,  JOHN  B.  BALDWIN, 

Colonel  Fifty-second  Virginia  Regiment. 

[Inclosure.] 

MoNTEKEY,  Highland  Ooitnty,  Va.', 

8y>tember  15, 1801. 
Mr.  Jefferson  Davis. 

Honorable  Sir:  I  will  say  to  you  that  I  am  held  as  a  prisoner  in 
this  place.  I  was  taken  near  Petersburg,  Hardy  County,  Va.  I  live 
in  Preston  County,  Va.,  and  was  on  my  Avay  to  Moorefield,  Hardy 
County,  on  business  and  I  had  to  go  some  thirty-five  miles  out  of  my 
way  to  get  there  in  order  to  get  around  the  Yankee  camps,  and  then 
was  taken  by  the  Kockbridge  Cavalry  and  brought  here.  I  am  chai'ged  , 
with  being  a  Union  man,  and  I  am  not,  and  can  i)rove  that  I  have  taken 
strong  grounds  iu  favor  of  the  Confederacy,  and  was  taken  prisoner  by 
the  Yankees.  This  I  can  prove  by  the  best  of  men  in  Tucker  and 
Preston  Counties  if  I  could  get  any  word  to  them.  But  I  am  cut  off 
from  any  communication  with  them  and  I  ask  of  you  my  release,  for 
I  am  kept  on  the  streets  at  work  and  digging  graves  Sundays  as  well 
as  any  other  day.  They  have  also  taken  a  iine  horse  and  saddle  from 
me.  1  was  taken  on  the  22d  August,  and  1  am  at  this  time  130  or 
140  miles  from  home,  with  the  Yankees  between  me  and  my  home. 
Therefore  I  can't  get  any  assistance  from  there — not  as  much  as  a 
change  of  clothes.  I  ask  your  honor  for  my  release,  and  also  for  my 
horse  or  his  value.  I  understand  that  I  am  to  be  moved  up  to  Staunton 
to-morrow;  but  as  to  this  I  cannot  say  whether  they  will  or  not.  Sir, 
I  am  a  Virginian,  and  am  proud  to  say  that  I  have  always  been  loyal 
to  my  native  State,  and  am  still  willing  to  remain  so. 
Your  humble  servant, 

JOHN  W.  OVERMAN. 

P.  S. — I  am  well  treated  by  your  men  generally.  There  are  some  few 
that  curse  me,  and  say  they  will  shoot  me  before  1  leave  the  guard  house, 

J.  W.  O. 


[Richmond,]  September  21,  1S61. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  examined  the  cases  of  Robert  H.  Kinney,  Prank  Smyth  and 
Hezekiah  Kelly  and  I  see  no  cause  whatever  for  their  detention. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  LYONS, 

Gommiiisioner. 


New  Orleans,  September  21,  1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Richmond. 

Dear  Sir  :  Among  the  prisoners  at  Richmond  is  Capt.  G.  W.  Edge, 
sent  from  Fernandina.    He  was  captain  of  the  ship  JolmJlarver.  loaded 
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with  coal  lor  Key  West.  Captain  Edge  is  quite  a  young  man,  and 
dependent  entirely  upon  bis  wages  for  the  support  of  a  family.  He 
either  had  to  give  up  the  command  of  the  ship  or  obey  the  orders  of  his 
owners.  Captain  E[dgeJ  had  been  trading  for  a  long  time  with  New 
Orleans,  and  is  highly  esteemed  here  by  a  large  number  of  our  ship- 
ping merchants.  At  the  request  of  several  of  those  friends  I  write  you 
merely  to  ask  that  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  intercede  so  far  as  to  see 
that  Captain  Edge  is  placed  in  as  comfortable  a  position  in  his  prison 
as  the  regulations  of  the  Government  will  permit,  and  if  there  are  any 
prisoners  sent  this  way  his  friends  would  be  glad  to  have  him  here,  and 
they  would  provide  for  him  in  prison  at  their  own  expense. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

E.  SALOMON. 


War  Depaktmbnt,  Richmond,  September  22, 1861. 
Mr.  John  J.  Byrd,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  make  a  reply  to  your  letter 
to  him  of  the  13th  instant.  I  exceedingly  regret  to  inform  you  as  a 
father  that  an  examination  of  your  son's  case*  has  taken  place  through 
a  commissioner  specially  appointed  for  that  purpose,  a  gentleman  of  the 
highest  character  and  reputation,  Hon.  James  Lyons,  of  Eichmoud,  and 
has  reported  unfavorably  to  your  son.  Mr.  Lyons  reports  his  belief 
that  your  unfortunate  son  is  guilty;  that  he  is  an  agent  and  a  spy  of 
Lincoln.  Under  these  circumstances  justice  and  a  regard  to  the  safety 
of  tliis  people  demand  that  he  should  be  held  in  the  closest  confinement, 
and  with  the  deepest  sympathy  for  you  we  are  compelled  to  perform 
this  duty  and  to  refuse  his  discharge. 

llespectfuUy,  J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  oj  ^yar. 


Prisoners'  Quarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  September  26, 1861. 

Hon,  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Richmond  in  close  confinement 
now  for  more  than  two  months  without  asking  the  privilege  of  once 
leaving  my  quarters.  So  far  as  I  am  aware  there  are  no  charges  against 
me,  unless  it  be  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  U.  S.  Congress.  If,  how- 
ever, I  am  mistaken  in  this  regard  I  desire  to  ask  the  reasonable  cour- 
tesy of  a  hearing  before  yourself,  or  such  other  ofiicer  as  you  may  please 
to  designate  for  that  purpose. 

1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  ^^^^^^  ^^^_ 


Richmond,  September  26, 1861. 
I,  Clark  Rodman,t  from  Wakefield,  Washington  County,  E.  L, 
respectfully  beg  to  state  that  during  the  month  of  May  last  a  friend  of 
mine  in  Buckland,  Prince  William  County,  Va.,  informed  me  by  letter 
that  J.  B.  and  R.  H.  Hunton,  of  that  place,  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  woolen  clothes  were  desirous  of  procuring  the  services  of  a  man 

»  See  pp.  1432-1434  for  report  in  case  of  W.  H.  Byrd. 
t  See  p.  1465  for  report  in  case  of  Rodman. 
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acquainted  with  the  business;  that  he  (my  friend)  had  recommended 
me  as  competent  and  advised  me  to  accept  the  situation  which  I  did, 
and  on  the  1st  June  arrived  at  Buckland  and  commenced  to  work.  I 
kept  on  working  until  about  the  24th  July  when,  hearing  that  my  son 
Isaac  Clark  Eodman,  had  come  from  the  North  as  a  private  in  the 
Second  Ehode  Island  Eegiment;  that  he  had  been  present  at  the  battle 
of  Manassas  on  the  21st  of  July  and  was  Avounded,  I  immediately  stated 
the  case  to  my  employers,  upon  which  they  informed  me  that  I  might 
go  in  quest  of  him  and  advised  me  to  do  so.  I  found  him  amongst  the 
wounded  at  Sudley  Church  on  the  27th  of  July,  on  which  day  I  was 
arrested.  I  was  brought  on  to  llichmond  on  the  30th,  and  after  the 
lapse  of  a  few  days  was  appointed  nurse  in  the  i)rison  hospital  under 
the  superintendence  of  Ur.  Higginbotham,  C.  S.  Army.  I  have  acted 
in  that  capacity  up  to  the  present  time,  bestowing  all  the  while  every 
possible  care  and  attention  on  my  sou,  who  died  yesterday,  September 
25,  of  typhoid  fever. 

OLAKK  KODMAN. 


EiOHMOND,  <S'ep<ein6e»"  27,  1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 

Dear  Sie  :  The  governor  has  referred  to  me  a  letter  from  Hon.  E. 
M.  Hudson,  judge  of  the  circuit  court  of  Eoanbke  County.  In  that 
letter  the  judge  states  that  there  are  twenty  prisoners  in  the  Eoauoke 
jail  who  have  applied  to  him  for  discharge  on  writs  of  habeas  corpus 
returnable  to  the  4th  of  October  next.  He  states  that  they  were  arrested 
as  Union  men  by  Governor  Wise.  All  are  citizens  of  Virginia,  except 
one  who  had  removed  to  Ohio  but  had  returned  here  to  settle  up  his 
former  business.  They  state  they  took  no  part  in  the  military  move- 
ments nor  had  they  aided  the  enemy.  Some  state  that  though  originally 
Union  men  they  acquiesced  in  the  ordinance  adopted  by  the  State  and 
are  willing  to  act  as  loyal  citizens.  There  is  no  warrant  for  their  cus- 
tody nor  any  writing  authorizing  it.  The  sheriff  holds  them  under  the 
verbal  order  of  a  military  man  who  stated  they  were  arrested  and  sent 
on  by  General  Wise.  If  there  be  any  evidence  to  hold  them  for  treason 
to  the  State  of  course  the  State  authorities  will  take  them  in  charge. 

What  I  desire  is  to  know  what  course  should  be  pursued  in  case 
nothing  appears  against  them  except  their  being  held  under  the  order 
of  a  Confederate  general.  I  would  suggest  that  as  the  district  attorney 
of  the  Confederate  States  lives  (near  Eoauoke  County)  in  Fincastle, 
Botetourt  County,  I  might  at  your  instance  write  to  him  to  attend  the 
trial,  or  without  any  intervention  of  mine  you  might  have  the  cases 
attended  to  by  Mr.  Miller.  The  attorney  for  the  Commonwealth  is  in 
the  military  service  and  is  thus  absent  from  Eoauoke  County. 
I  am,  with  high  respect,  yours,  &c., 

J.  E.  TUCKEE. 


Wae  Depaktment,  Richmond,  September  28,  1861. 
Hon.  J.  E.  TuCKEE, 

Attorney  General  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 

27th  instant  in  regard  to  certain  prisoners  held  in  Eoanoke  County  iail, 

Virginia,  who  have  applied  for  discharge  on  writs  of  habeas  corpus.' &c. 

iSuch  of  these  prisoners  as  will  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Cou- 
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federate  States  may  be  released  at  once,  and  in  pursuance  of  your 
suggestion  the  honorable  district  attorney  for  the  district  in  question 
will  be  requested  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  others. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Wak  Department,  Richmond,  September  28, 1861, 
Hon.  Fleming  B.  Miller, 

Bistrict  Attorney,  Fincastle,  Botetourt  County,  Va. 
Sir:  lam  informed  by  the  Hon.  J.  11.  Tucker,  attorney-general  of 
Virginia,  that  certain  prisoners  held  on  charges  of  disloyalty  in  the  jail 
of  Koanoke  County  under  and  by  Brigadier-General  Wise  have  applied 
for  discharge  on  writs  of  habeas  corpus  returnable  to  the  4th  of  October 
next.  I  have  replied  that  such  of  these  prisoners  as  would  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States  might  be  released  at  once. 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  request  you,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Tucker,  to 
attend  the  trial  of  the  others  on  behalf  of  the  Confederate  Government. 
Kespectfully, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  Richmond,  September  28, 1861. 
Alfred  Ely,  Esq.,*  Prisoners'  Quarters,  Richmond,  Va. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2Gth  instant  I  am  directed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  there  is  no  charge  against  you  and  there- 
fore no  reason  why  your  request  for  a  hearing  should  be  granted.    You 
are  simply  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 
Eespectfully, 

A.  T.  BLEDSOE, 
Chief  of  Bureau,  of  War. 


CULPEPEE  CoURT-HousE,  Va.,  September  28, 1861. 
K.  S,  Hamilton,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  address  yon,  both  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  efl'orts  in 
my  behalf  and  to  comply  with  your  advice.  I  inclose  you  one  of  my 
letters!  to  the  Citizen,  Frederick,  Md.,  also  threet  to  the  Morning 
News,  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  onet  addressed  in  manuscript  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  by  request  to  the 
Savannah  News  for  publication.  They  are  among  my  most  carelessly 
written  printed  communications,  of  -which  I  have  but  very  few  with 
me.  I  would  refer  you  to  my  speech  at  the  Union  meeting  in  Lowell 
on  the  29th  of  December,  1859,  and  published  in  the  Lowell  Advertiser, 
from  which  it  was  copied  into  the  Argus  (Norfolk,  Va.)  of  May  19, 1860. 
It  is  probable  that  it  is  also  in  the  weekly  edition  of  that  paper,  and 
possibly  may  be  found  among  some  of  your  friends.  I  would  refer 
yon  to  the  following  gentlemen  of  the  South  with  some  of  whom  I  have 
tlie  honor  of  an  acquaintance  both  personal  and  by  correspondence, 
with  others  only  by  correspondence :  Messrs,  Richardson,  editors  News, 

*Ely  was  a  Member  of  tlie  U.  S.  Congress,  captured  at  Hull  Euu. 
t  Not  found. 


1386  PEISONEES   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

Galveston,  Tex.;  W.  L.  Thompson,  editor  News,  Savannah,  Ga.;  James 
P.  Hambleton,  editor  of  Southern  Confederacy,  Atlanta,  Ga.  I  had  a 
slight  acquaintance  with  Mr.  H[ambletouJ  in  New  York  a  year  ago  last 
March,  and  wrote  a  few  communications  for  his  paper,  but  discontinued 
writing  for  it  because  it  supported  Douglas  for  the  Presidency,  Breckin- 
ridge being  my  choice.  I  have  also  written  occasionally  to  the  Charles- 
ton Mercury  during  the  last  five  years,  but  am  not  personally  acquainted 
with  its  present  editors.  I  would  also  refer  you  to  Hon.  W.  W.  Boyce, 
Winnsborough,  S.  C,  Hon.  John  H.  Eeagan,  Postmaster- General,  from 
whom  I  have  received  letters  the  past  winter.  Mr.  R[eagauJ  I  am  not 
personally  acquainted  with ;  Mr.  B[oyce]  I  am.  There  are  many  other 
prominent  Southern  gentlemen  with  whom  I  was  acquainted  in  Wash- 
ington ill  the  spring  and  summer  of  1856,  among  them  Toombs  and 
Stephens,  of  Georgia;  Messrs.  Keitt  and  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  and 
J.  P.  Benjamin,  the  present  Attorney-General.  Whether  they  would 
recollect  me  or  not  I  can  not  say.  The  editor  of  the  Norfolk  Argus, 
Captain  Lamb,  who  is  referred  to  in  the  blackguard  notice  of  the  New 
York  Tribune,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  refer  to ;  but  whether  he  is  in  Nor- 
folk or  the  army  I  do  not  know.  His  father  was  mayor  of  Norfolk  last 
year,  and  a  letter  would  probably  reach  him  if  directed  to  his  father's 
care.  John  Heart,  esq.,  former  editor  of  the  Charleston  Mercury,  and 
J.  D.  B.  De  Bow,  esq.,  of  De  Bow's  Eeview,  I  am  acquainted  with,  but 
do  not  know  the  post-offtce  address  of  either  at  this  time.  E.  D.  Eyan, 
esq.,  of  Waco,  Tex.,  I  am  acquainted  with  personally  and  by  correspond- 
ence. W.  n.  Parsons,  esq.,  also  of  Waco,  who  is  a  prominent  lawyer 
in  Texas,  and  also  an  able  writer,  I  have  a  corresponding  acquaintance 
with,  which  grew  out  of  our  both  writing  for  the  Galveston  News.  I 
saw  by  the  papers  some  six  weeks  ago  that  he  had  raised  a  regiment 
and  is  probably  now  in  the  service.  Should  you  or  any  of  your  friends 
write  to  Captain  Lamb,  of  the  Argus  (Norfolk),  please  inclose  to  him 
the  notice  from  the  New  York  Tribune.  Take  such  steps  as  you  and 
your  friends  see  fit,  but  do  not  involve  yourself  in  any  manner  on  my 
account.  I  am  amusing  myself  by  writing  an  address,  "  The  present 
revolution  and  its  causes."  Whether  I  shall  ever  deliver  it  or  not  is 
very  doubtful;  but  if  I  were  at  liberty  and  thought  it  would  afford 
either  instruction  or  pastime  I  would  like  to  deliver  it,  and  would 
appropriate  the  entire  proceeds  to  the  fund  for  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers. 

It  was  my  most  ardent  desire  when  I  came  to  Virginia  in  May  last  to 
enter  the  army,  but  if  I  should  get  released  from  imprisonment  this 
fall  it  would  be  foolish  for  me  to  undertake  the  hard8hii)s  of  camp  life 
at  this  season  of  the  year  with  my  system  in  the  condition  that  my 
long  confinement  has  placed  it,  for  it  would  not  be  two  weeks  till  I 
should  be  in  the  hospital;  but  my  desire  to  aid  the  cause  of  Southern 
independence  which  is  de  facto  the  cause  of  American  liberty  is  as 
strong  as  ever.  The  Eev.  Mr.  Cole  (Heaven  bless  him)  has  called  to  see 
me  twice  and  has  given  me  some  undergarments  which  I  very  much 
needed,  for  I  was  in  fact  compelled  to  leave  Lowell  by  an  abolition  mob 
and  had  only  the  clothes  that  I  had  on,  and  a  rainy-day  suit  at  that. 
It  is  now  five  and  one-half  months  since,  and  you  must  conclude  that 
my  wardrobe  is  getting  very  low. 

I  don't  know  that  there  'is  any  news  here  that  would  interest  you 
The  jail  has  been  full  of  deserters  for  the  last  ten  days,  which  is  not 
much  to  the  comfort  of  us  who  are  regular  boarders.    There  are  several 
men  in  the  vicinity  who  desire  the  services  of  Mr,  Sanford,but  Avhether 
he  will  get  out  at  present  I  do  not  know.    He  sends  regards. 
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Hoping  tbat  the  time  may  come  when  I  can  reciprocate  the  kindness 
that  you  and  those  good  people  who  are  unknown  to  me  have  mani- 
fested in  my  behalf,  I  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  friend  and 
servant, 

M.  B.  WHITE. 

P.  S. — The  communications  and  notices  inclosed  use  at  your  own 
discretion.  If  you  think  it  advisable  to  send  any  of  them  away,  do  so. 
If  not,  please  return  them  when  you  are  through  with  them. 

M.  B.  W. 


Paulding,  Miss.,  September  30, 1861. 
His  Excellency  the  Peesident  of  the  Confedekate  States  : 

The  undersigned  have  learned  with  great  surprise  that  Henry  L, 
Martin,  esq.,  late  of  Jasper  County,  Miss.,  is  imprisoned  at  Eichmond 
on  charges  affecting  his  loyalty  to  the  South.  Mr.  Martin  is  a  native 
of  the  South;  has  spent  most  of  his  life  in  this  community;  his  chil- 
dren are  here,  and  we  his  old  friends  and  acquaintances  find  it  impos- 
sible to  believe  that  his  feelings  and  sympathies  are  other  than  South- 
ern. The  object  of  this  petition  is  to  pray  Your  Excellency  to  have  his 
case  examined  into,  and  to  extend  to  him  that  justice  to  which  a  citizen 
of  a  free  country  is  entitled,  and  we  feel  assured  that  with  a  proper 
understanding  of  his  case  he  will  be  found  to  be  above  suspicion,  and 
a  true  Southern  man. 

L.  B.  LASSITEE, 
Sheriff  of  Jasper  County. 
BEir  J.  THIGPEN, 

Judge  of  Probate. 
W.  T.  rdWEK, 

Deputy  Sheriff. 
[And  21  others.  | 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  October  1, 1801. 
Capt.  J.  W.  Hawkins, 

Commandinfi  Stevenson  Guards,  Nashville. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  September  29  has  been  received  and  I  am 
instructed  by  General  Johnston  to  say  that  he  wishes  you  to  continue 
to  perform  the  duties  heretofore  assigned. 

If  summoned  by  writ  of  habeas  corpus  you  will  appear  and  state 
fully  to  the  judge  the  grounds  on  which  you  made  the  arrest  and  on 
which  you  detain  the  prisoner.  If  he  is  then  discharged  you  will 
release  him.  Should  it  appear  to  you  in  any  particular  case  that  seri- 
ous injury  to  the  service  may  arise  from  the  release  of  the  prisoner  you 
will  immediately  state  the  case  to  a  judge  of  the  Confederate  States 
and  ask  for  his  authority  to  arrest. 

You  are  as  heretofore  authorized  to  stop  and  turn  back  any  suspicious 
person  traveling  on  the  cars.  The  discharge  of  the  judge  will  not 
sufBce  as  a  passport. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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[Richmond,  Va.,J  October  2,  1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

I  would  respectfully  submit  wlietlier  in  cases  free  from  doubt  in 
favor  of  the  prisoner  it  would  not  be  well  to  give  the  commissioner 
authority  to  discharge  without  troubling  the  honorable  Secretary 
with  a  report. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  LYONS 


Redwood,  October  4, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Letcher. 

Dear  Sir  :  A  man  by  the  name  of  White  is  in  confinement  at  this 
place  in  the  county  jail,  and  has  been  for  several  months,  against  whom 
as  I  understand  from  most  reliable  persons  there  has  been  at  no  time  a 
particle  of  evidence.  He  was  brought  before  Judge  Field  and  promptly 
discharged,  but  recommitted,  I  presume  by  some  mistake  or  misunder- 
standing— certainly  by  no  form  of  legal  proceeding.  I  am  so  informed 
by  the  judge  of  the  court,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cole  (the  minister  of  this 
parish)  and  by  Colonel  Taylor,  in  command  of  the  post.  What  he 
wants  is  to  be  tried.  These  gentlemen  can't  or  won't  relieve  him  and 
I  do  not  know  how  to  proceed,  as  I  understand  the  judge  to  suppose 
his  jurisdiction  exhausted.  If  the  man  is  innocent  it  is  a  most  cruel 
oppression.  If  guilty,  it's  time  to  have  his  case  disposed  of,  as  I 
believe  his  incarceration  antedates  the  establishment  of  Ports  McHenry 
and  Lafayette  as  penitentiaries.  If  this  duty  is  with  the  Confederate 
authorities  will  you,  my  dear  sir,  forward  this  note  to  Mr.  Benjamin, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War?  The  precise  name  I  will  have  given  below. 
I  am,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  PENDLETON. 

P.  S.— Tlie  full  name  is  Moses  Bradford  White. 


Clarksville,  Tenn.,  October  4, 1861. 
General  Polk: 

We  send  you  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Wilday  a  man  named  Petty 
who  we  have  grounds  to  think  may  not  be  after  any  good.  We  attach 
but  little  consequence  to  him  except  he  is  known  to  be  quite  familiar 
witli  both  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  Rivers  as  a  pilot,  having  acted  in 
that  capacity  for  many  years. 

As  the  Cumberland  River  is  now  rising  quite  rapidly  we  think  it 
advisable  to  watch  such  characters  as  could  pilot  the  Lincoln  boats  up 
our  river.  He  is  represented  as  a  great  liar  and  entirely  unreliable, 
which  we  find  is  true  from  the  statements  which  he  makes  of  things  at 
and  about  Paducah.  He  gives  no  satisfactory  account  of  why  he  is  here, 
and  from  the  fact  of  his  familiarity  with  the  rivers  as  above  stated  we 
send  him  to  you.  We  refer  you  to  Lieutenant  Wilday  for  his  statements 
to  us,  who  heard  it  all. 

Yours,  most  respectfully,  FISHER  A.  HANNUM, 

President  of  the  Military  Board. 
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Oxford,  Miss.,  October  8, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  have  incarcerated  iu  Eichmond  Henry  L.  Martin,  esq., 
formerly  of  this  State  but  for  several  years  a  clerk  in  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  at  Washington  while  I  was  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
I  considered  Mr.  Martin  a  true  man.  After  I  left  Washington  he 
remained  and  I  am  not  familiar  with  his  course  of  conduct  since  that 
time.  All  those  ordinary  influences  which  make  men  turn  would  seem 
to  be  so  strong  in  our  direction  that  his  old  friends  iu  this  State  cannot 
and  do  not  doubt  him.  Born  South,  with  an  extensive  and  influential 
family  South,  with  sons  in  the  Confederate  service,  abused  and  perse- 
cuted as  he  has  been  by  the  abolitionists  it  must  be  strange  indeed  if  he 
can  prove  untrue  to  the  Sontt-  I  hope  you  will  cause  his  case  to  be 
examined  into.  1  believe  you  will  be  satisfied  that  he  ought  to  have 
his  liberty.  ' 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  THOMPSON. 


War  Dei-ARTment,  Richmond,  October  11, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  iSecre<«r^;  0/  Tlfar. 

Sir:  In  the  case  of  the  application  of  Moses  Bradford  White  I  sub- 
mit as  you  direct  the  ifollowing;  report! 

It  appears  from  numerous  ipublipations  in  iN^orthern  paiJers  that  he 
was  a  warm  friead  of  !the;Soiuth  and  wrote,  various  articles  in  Southern 
newspapers  <  by;  ivyhich  JfoEtheriii  journals;  were  greatly. incensed.  This 
js:  seen  from  scja-ps-f  Though  Ja,  native  of  ;the  North  his  feeUngs, 
speeches  and  act«  seem; to  have  been  with  the  South.  We  may  then 
well  believe  his  statement  when  hfciSaysMhe  had  to  fly  from  Lowell, 
Mass.,  aind  come  tothe  South  to  seek  a  place  in  our  army.  He  seems 
to  haV©' been  imprisoned  simply  because  he  was  a  Yankee  from  Lowell, 
Mass.,  and  has  been  confined  in  a  loathsome  jail  for  nearly  four  months. 
He  has  obtained  one  hearing,  havin^'been  brought  before  Judge  Field 
on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  whei)ifLejfWa&i4iscjiaEg€d.:  But  still  dis- 
trusted by  a  military  commaudier^wbofonly  knew  thaj;  he  was  a  Yankee 
he  was. again  takea  bj'him,  with  tbe  assurance  ,that;he:(th.e  commander) 
would  attend  to  his  case.:  This  commander, put,  hiiiai  in  Jail,  went  to 
Manassas  and  seems  to  have:  fortgottea  all  about  the  poor  prisoner,  t 
learn  these  facts  from  the  Eev.  WilUam  p<?le,;  an  Epispppal  clergyman 
at  Culpeper  Court- Hpuse,  who.  has  iutiere8)b€d.JiiHi;sel|\in,  the  ca 
White,  Sincp  his  trial  and  imprisoninent  hei  has  npt  been  able  to  get  a 
rehearin  g,  thougli  a,  discharge  was  or4.e»fi<J :  on :  his  ,flr8t  triah  In  his 
well- written  letter  to  the  ;Re!Y-,:Mr,C(^ehe;  gives  a  touching  account  of 
the  priviieges  that  were  denied  him,  :a|i4f  wMciii  if  granted  could  only 
have  }ed  toaa  investigation:  pif  his  casp. ,  The  only  possible, reason  fih?it 
can  be  assigned  w^hyhe!should;not,bedi8cliarged.js  that  he  may  not  be 
the  person  whom  the  Northern  ;papef;s,;  speak  of  as  Moses  Bradford 
White,  the  name  under  which  he  has  gone  ever  since  he  came  to  this 
State.  The  want  of  identity  is  possible,  but  is  it  right  that  he  should 
be  kept  in  prison  on  the  ground  of  this  bare  possibility? 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  T.  BLEDSOE, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  War. 

■;    .i..i-;'  ::   :..-j   _;:  .vi-:   .     -:  !-i;:;  ;* Omitted.  ■•  '■■■■\ 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Peninsula, 

YorMown,  October  13,  1861. 

Hou.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War  : 

I  am  iustrncted  by  Major-General  Magruder  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  and  to  say  in  reply  that  Colonel 
Crumx)  reports  that — 

C.  G.  Clark  and  his  wife  attempted,  to  pass  without  showing  their  passports  and 
were  captured  by  the  guard  boat  below  all  our  batteries.  All  the  facts  in  the  case 
were  immediately  reported  by  me  through  the  Adjutant-Geueral's  Department  to 
the  W.ar  Department  and  instructions  asked,  and  from  the  vindictive  spirit  exhibited 
by  himself  and  wife  since  their  capture  I  deem  it  extremely  imprudent,  indeed 
dangerous,  to  permit  tlieir  leaving  the  country  at  all. 

C.  G,  Clark  and  wife  have  been  sent  to  Eichmond. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  JONES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Norfolk, 

Norfolk,  October  11, 1861. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

Sir:  I  inclose  an  advertisement  which  I  propose  publishing.  My 
object  is  to  get  rid  of  a  disaffected  and  troublesome  population,  most  of 
whom  are  idle  and  would  be  liable  to  turn  against  us  if  we  were  in  any 
danger  of  a  defeat.  They  are  sending  up  to  Eichmond  from  day  to  day 
and  getting  passes,  thus  keeping  up  a  continued  communication  with 
the  enemy.  I  propose  letting  them  all  go  and  tell  all  their  tales  at 
once,  and  after  that  to  allow  none  to  leave.  I  beg  it  may  be  submitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  approval  or  disapproval. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HIJGER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

As  many  persons  residing  in  this  locality  are  from  time  to  time 
making  application  to  these  headquarters  to  be  permitted  to  go  North 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  as  the  time  allowed  by  an  act  of  Congress 
and  the  proclamation  of  the  President  for  all  alien  enemies  to  leave  the 
Confederate  States  or  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  has  expired,  notice 
is  hereby  given  to  all  alien  enemies  and  other  disaffected  persons  that 
upon  a  day  hereafter  to  be  named  a  flag  of  truce  will  leave  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conveying  them  beyond  these  military  lines,  and  all  who  desire 
so  to  depart  will  within  one  week  from  this  date  register  their  names 
at  the  offlces  of  W.  W.  Lamb,  esq.,  mayor  of  Norfolk,  and  Capt.  George 
W.  Grice,  assistant  quartermaster  at  Portsmouth.  This  steamer  will 
be  the  last  that  will  convey  residents  of  this  locality  under  a  flag  of 
truce,  and  all  alien  enemies  or  other  suspected  persons  found  within 
these  military  lines  after  het  departure  will  be  arrested  and  imprisoned 
as  the  law  directs. 


Auditor's  Office,  Bichmond,  October  35, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 

Sir:  Many  of  the  best  men  of  Virginia  whose  names  I  can  furnish 
are  now  confined  in  cow-sheds  near  Columbus,  Ohio,  for  the  utterance 
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of  tlieir  political  opinions  in  their  native  State.  They  number  over  100, 
and  no  efforts  appear  to  have  been  made  by  the  Government  for  their 
exchange  or  release.  While  such  a  great  wrong  remains  unredressed 
there  has  been  a  "  general  jail  delivery"  of  Union  defenders  who  have 
committed  treason  against  Virginia  by  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
Peirpoint  government.  An  exchange  between  the  military  authorities 
of  the  two  Governments  of  all  political  oifenders  is  certainly  legitimate, 
and  I  merely  state  the  facts  that  your  better  judgment  may  suggest  the 
remedy.  The  sufferings  of  our  citizens  taken  from  Virginia  unarmed 
and  only  because  of  their  political  opinions  are  too  great  to  escape  the 
immediate  attention  of  all  who  have  the  means  of  redress,  and  I  enter 
an  earnest  request  that  no  further  releases  such  as  the  "  Salem  jail 
delivery  "  referred  to  shall  be  made  until  our  friends  held  as  hostages 
and  for  the  purpose  of  exchange  shall  also  be  given  up  or  released. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  M.  BENNETT, 
First  Atiditor,  Virginia. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Kanawha, 

Camp  JJickinson,  October  35,  1861. 
His  Excellency  the  Secretary  op  War. 

Sir:  General  Floyd  has  been  informed  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
post  at  White  Sulphur  Springs  that  one  John  B.  [Felix  S.J  Odell,  a 
Union  man  and  traitor,  who  was  arrested  by  his  orders  and  sent  with 
others  to  Richmond  as  a  prisoner  has  been  released  and  sent  back  to 
his  home.  Said  Odell  is  notorious  iu  Western  Virginia  as  a  man  very 
dangerous  to  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  as  one  who  has  whenever 
he  could  do  so  given  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy.  If  evidence  suflfl- 
cient  to  convict  him  was  not  produced  this  is  attributable  to  the  fact 
that  the  general  was  not  apprised  of  his  trial,  to  the  difficulty  of  col- 
lecting and  sending  witnesses  at  so  great  a  distance,  and  not  to  his 
innocence.  He  begs  leave  to  submit  to  your  excellency  that  the  dis- 
charge of  such  persons  is  attended  not  only  with  great  danger  to  the 
cause  in  this  portion  of  the  State  but  renders  the  officers  who  arrest 
them  liable  to  be  shot  down  as  an  act  of  revenge  and  of  retaliation. 
The  general  has  exercised  great  caution  in  arresting  citizens  of  the 
State  upon  the  ground  of  alleged  disloyalty  to  the  cause  and  has  done 
so  only  upon  well-sustained  charges.  He  feels  confident  that  it  is  only 
necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  the  above  facts  in 
order  to  secure  great  care  in  the  treatment  of  citizens  sent  to  Eichmond 
as  unsourid  and  dangerous  to  the  public  safety. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd : 

WM.  E.  PETERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Regiment  Texas  Mounted  Rifles, 

Fort  Brown,  October  25, 1801. 
Don  Andres  Trevino, 

Commanding  Tamaulipas  Troops  in  Reynosa. 
Sir  :  I  have  been  informed  that  you,  or  the  forces  with  which  you 
are  acting,  have  iu  your  possession  and  power  the  person  of  Col.  Peter 
Nickles,  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  that  you 
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contemplate  having  liim  Lung.  If  he  was  taken  with  uruis  in  his  hands 
he  is  a  i>risoner  of  war  and  entitled  to  bo  treated  in  accordauce  with 
the  usages  of  civilized  nations.  It  is  represented  to  nie  that  he  was 
only  a  spectator  and  took  no  part  in  the  contest;  in  that  event  there  is 
no  cause  or  justilication  for  his  detention,  I  am  confident  that  you 
will  permit  no  indignity  or  outrage  to  be  perpetrated  upon  the  person 
of  Colonel  Nickles  which  would  constitute  ajust  cause  of  complaint  on 
the  part  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  thus  endanger  the  amicable 
relations  existing  between  them  and  Mexico, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  FORD, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


War  Department,  Richmond,  October  20,  1861. 
J.  M.  Bennett,  Esq.,  State  Auditor,  Bichmond. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday  I  can  only  say  that  none 
can  more  deeply  regret  than  I  do  the  condition  of  all  those  not  only  of 
Virginia  but  of  other  States  who  have  been  seized  by  a  despotic  and 
unscrupulous  power  and  incarcerated  whether  in  cow-sheds  or  in  dun- 
geons. It  is,  however,  a  well-known  fact  that  this  Government  has 
spared  no  effort  to  introduce  a  system  of  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war 
and  that  its  efforts  have  been  hitherto  unsuccessful. 

The  prisoners  of  whom  you  speak  are  not  prisoners  of  war.  They 
are  men  not  taken  in  arms.  They  are  political  prisoners,  and  youi  pro- 
posal seems  to  be  that  we  shall  hold  in  jail  men  convicted  of  no  crime 
as  political  prisoners  also ;  that  we  shall  imit.ite  the  loathsome  practices 
of  which  you  comijlain,  and  shall  within  our  own  Confederacy  hold  men 
in  prison  who  are  citizens  of  Virginia  by  mere  arbitrary  military  power 
for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  them  against  those  held  under  like  cir- 
cumstances by  the  enemy. 

Pardon  me  for  suggesting  that  T  do  not  think  you  have  reflected  on 
the  true  nature  of  the  course  of  action  you  advise,  and  for  stating  that 
this  Government  can  enter  into  no  such  contest  of  evil-doing  as  is  pro- 
posed. Prisoners  held  in  jail  are  examined,  and  if  guilty  or  believed 
to  be  guilty  of  treason  or  other  crime  against  the  State  or  Confederacy 
are  handed  over  to  the  civil  power,  because  ours  is  a  Government  of 
law,  and  it  is  our  highest  and  proudest  boast  so  to  maintain  it,  Numer- 
ous prisoners  have  been  thus  transferred  by  this  Department  to  the 
courts  of  justice.  All  others  are  released  for  our  citizens  cannot  be 
held  in  jail  on  suspicion,  and  let  us  thank  Providence  that  this  exemp- 
tion from  violence  to  personal  liberty  is  one  of  the  legitimate  as  it  is 
the  most  precious  fruit  of  the  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

The  "general  jail  delivery"  of  which  you  seem  to  complain  was  if  I 
am  rightly  informed  an  examination  into  the  causes  of  the  imprison- 
ment of  many  citizens  of  Virginia  who  had  been  placed  in  confinement 
by  military  commanders,  who  were  taken  unarmed  and  against  whom 
no  evidence  could  be  produced.  Surely  you  would  not  have  desired 
in  the  interests  of  your  own  liberty  and  that  of  those  most  dear  to  you 
that  the  violent  hand  of  military  power  should  have  been  laid  on 
these  men. 

The  convention  of  Virginia  authorized  your  governor  to  arrest  on 
suspicion  aliens  believed  to  be  dangerous,  but  no  lawgiver  of  these 
Confederate  States  has  ever  yet  dreamed  of  conferring  on  any  public 
functionary  the  power  of  holding  our  own  citizens  in  jail  on  suspicion. 
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I  am  therefore  compelled  respectfully  to  decline  your  proposal  to 
hold  Virginians  in  prison  until  the  enemy  shall  release  other  Virginians 
that  he  holds  in  prison.  At  the  same  time  I  will  cheerfully  aid  to  the 
amount  of  my  power  in  bringing  to  due  punishment  all  traitors  and 
other  criminals,  and  will  most  heartily  co-operate  in  any  legitimate  efibrt 
to  relieve  our  fellow-citizens  imprisoned  in  this  or  other  States  whose 
wrongs  and  suiferings  I  deplore  but  am  powerless  to  remedy. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Oharlestown,  Va.,  October  SO,  18(11. 
Hon.  Mr.  BENJAMIN,  Secretary  of  War. 

Deak  Sir:  Having  had  Mr.  Herr,  a  resident  of  Harper's  Ferry, 
arrested  because  of  his  alleged  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  which 
intercourse  he  admits  but  pleads  as  not  treasonable,  it  having  been  in 
every  instance  advised  by  his  counsel,  Mr.  A.  Hunter,  how  far  Mr. 
Herr's  intercourse  with  the  enemy  (which  has  consisted  in  his  receiving 
pay  for  flour  and  wheat  used  by  them  from  his  mill)  [sic]  I  have  preferred 
under  the  circumstances  to  refer  to  you  for  decision,  as  I  Avant  some 
guide  in  treating  similar  cases  which  are  frequent  upon  the  border.  I 
considered  Mr.  Herr's  case  aggravated  by  the  fact  of  Federal  troops 
taking  possession  of  Harper's  Ferry,  as  the  Federal  newspaper  report 
says,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  wheat  from  his  mill  which  I  am  led 
to  believe  Mr.  Herr  expects  pay  for  from  the  Federal  Government.  My 
men  found  Federal  guards  around  his  mill  which  still  contained  wheat, 
upon  which  they  tired  it  and  burned  it  to  ashes,  arresting  Mr.  Herr  as 
a  party  to  their  transactions  in  violation  of  the  Confederate  law. 

Upon  offering  Mr.  Herr  the  option  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  or 
leave  the  State  Mr.  Herr  declined  taking  the  oath  for  reasons  which  he 
will  state  to  you,  but  expressed  a  desire  to  remain  a  citizen  of  the  Con- 
federate States  without  giving  such  evidence  of  his  loyalty.  I  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  release  him  without  such  evidence  and  consequently 
send  him  on  parole,  accompanied  by  his  friend,  Mr.  A.  Hunter,  to  you 
for  your  decision.  I  beg  of  you  to  give  me  some  guide  in  similar  cases 
of  which  I  have  not  a  few.  I  am  satisfied  that  Mr.  Herr  is  a  conscien- 
tious man  and  would  not  deliberately  be  traitorous  to  our  cause,  but 
think  that  such  intercourse  has  already  and  would  likely  continue  to 
result  in  evil  to  us. 
Bespectfully, 

TUBNEB  ASHBT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  C.  S.  Army. 


BiCHMOND,  Va.,  November  1,  1861. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  America. 
Sir  :  You  are  no  doubt  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  my 
capture  and  detention.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  informed  me  that 
there  are  no  charges  against  me  and  am  held  simply  as  a  prisoner  of 
war.  I  have  now  been  imprisoned  in  close  confinement  between  three 
and  four  months  and  will  not  deny  that  I  am  anxious  to  be  liberated. 
My  fellow-prisoners  for  good  reasons  which  will  be  explained  to  you 
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are  equally  anxious  that  I  should  be.    I  cannot  of  course  anticipate 
the  action  of  my  Government,  but  believing  that  common  humanity 
demands  an  exchange  of  prisoners  I  should  not  hesitate  at  any  honorable 
action  to  bring  about  so  desirable  a  result. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

ALPEED  ELY. 


Atjditok's  Office,  Richmond,  November  4,  1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  a  few  days'  absence  from  tlie  city  has  prevented  me  from 
noticing-  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo  until  now.  One  brother-in- 
law  more  than  sixty  years  of  age  and  eight  or  nine  nephews  and 
cousins  held  in  custody  by  authority  of  the  governor  of  Ohio,  charged 
with  no  offense,  must  be  my  apology  for  again  intruding  myself  upon 
your  time  and  attention  in  their  behalf,  as  well  as  in  behalf  of  all  those 
whom  fortune  has  thrown  in  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  that  Government  together  with  those  State 
governments  adhering  to  its  authority  appears  to  have  divested  itself 
of  all  the  milder  feelings  which  naturally  belong  to  men,  and  that  it 
delights  in  increasing  tlie  sufferings  of  those  who  are  already  wretched 
enough  by  being  placed  in  their  power.  Those  acknowledged  rights 
between  equals  in  power  which  go  to  mitigate  the  horrors  of  war  and 
diminish  the  sufferings  of  the  wretched  have  all  been  ignored  by  our 
enemies.  Those  upon  the  contrary  who  go  to  war  and  are  prepared 
to  defend  and  support  by  the  sword  principles  they  believe  to  be  right 
will  admit  of  no  departure  from  established  usage  to  their  prejudice, 
and  may  be  expected  if  they  have  the  power  (in  the  language  of  Gen- 
eral Washington)  to  "endeavor  by  retaliating  the  injuries  inflicted  on 
them  to  compel  the  observance  of  a  more  just  and  humane  system  of 
warfare."  The  history  of  the  Revolutionary  war  shows  us  that  a  disi)o- 
sition  by  some  of  the  States  to  discriminate  between  those  who  were 
loyalists  and  deemed  traitors  to  their  country  from  the  British  soldier 
taken  in  arms  unfortunately  protracted  the  sufferings  of  both  to  an 
unusual  length.  This  discrimination  was  never  recognized  by  the  Fed- 
eral authority  at  that  time  or  since. 

Retaliation  and  struggling  humanity  have  gradually  ingrafted  in  the 
rules  of  war  the  practices  which  meliorate  the  condition  of  prisoners. 
And  while  I  admit  that  a  violation  of  the  acknowledged  principles 
governing  civilized  nations  in  this  respect  should  expose  the  national 
character  to  reproach,  yet  I  deny  that  such  reproach  would  attach  to 
this  manner  of  retaliation  which  has  existed  since  the  days  of  Moses, 
its  severity  only  being  moderated  by  the  advancement  of  Christianity. 
General  Washington  admitted  it  as  a  rule  of  law  in  respect  to  prisoners, 
and  the  Congress  of  that  day  required  its  enforcement.  President 
Davis  in  his  recent  message  to  Congress  in  respect  to  the  Savannah 
prisoners  distinctly  avows  and  indorses  it.  1  think  it  will  be  ditticult 
for  any  of  ns  to  draw  the  distinction  between  political  or  military 
prisoners  in  like  relations  in  respect  to  retaliation.  Even  the  death  of 
a  soldier  who  for  aught  we  know  may  have  been  drafted  into  the 
service  of  the  U.  S.  Army  and  compelled  in  opposition  to  his  will  to 
fight  against  the  Confederacy  comes  within  the  rule  laid  down  by 
President  Davis  for  retaliation.  Is  it  humanity  in  such  case  to  take 
the  life  of  the  soldier  in  consequence  of  any  act  of  Lincoln's  Govern- 
ment? General  Washington  and  President  Davis  may  be  accepted  by 
us  as  good  authority,  and  while  we  may  be  horrified  at  the  mere  idea 
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of  shedding  innocent  blood  yet  upon  the  authority  of  these  high  names 
we  must  conclude  that  the  ultimate  good  resulting  from  the  law  of 
retaliation  will  justify  it.  Numerous  horrid  acts  and  the  wailing  grief 
that  must  otherwise  be  entailed  upon  a  whole  country  by  tlie  same 
authority  calls  for  retaliation  even  if  it  presents  the  appearance  of 
erring  resentment. 

The  right  of  an  exchange  of  political  prisoners  has  been  acknowl- 
edged by  the  governor  of  Ohio,  who  at  the  instance  of  (ieneral  Wise 
released  about  thirty  such  for  the  release  of  Mr.  Waggener,  of  Mason 
County,  a  member  of  the  Wheeling  convention. 

In  directing  your  attention  to  the  matters  which  induced  my  former 
letter  it  is  not  necessary  to  allude  to  the  dead,  as  in  the  case  of  poor 
Eiffle,  of  Braxton  County.  He  was  a  man  about  sixty  years  of  age 
and  as  it  was  supposed  without  an  enemy,  but  had  voted  for  secession. 
For  this  act  he  was  arrested,  handcufied  with  his  hands  behind  his 
back,  and  with  a  rope  securely  tied  around  his  neck,  he  was  tied  to  a 
wagon  and  compelled  to  walk  in  its  rear  for  ten  miles  in  the  direction 
of  the  prison  designed  for  his  incarceration,  until  the  Ohio  lieutenant 
without  resistance  on  the  part  of  Riffle  shot  and  killed  him.  From  the 
horrors  of  this  act  which  is  well  authenticated  T  am  constrained  to  turn 
in  sympathy  to  the  condition  of  the  living  now  confined  in  cow-sheds 
near  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  all  the  wretchedness  which  hunger,  nakedness 
and  the  neglect  of  their  own  Government  can  inflict.  They  too  may 
share  the  fate  of  Riffle.  They  number  about  100  and  are  of  the  highest 
respectability. 

The  Confederate  Government  had  many  political  prisoners  and  has 
several  yet.  These  self-styled  Union  men  cannot  be  found  guilty  of 
any  overt  act  of  treason  by  reason  of  the  impracticability  of  obtaining 
witnesses  from  beyond  the  enemy's  lines  competent  to  establish  their 
guilt.  The  case  of  Roberts,  of  Roane  County,  recently  discharged  by 
your  order,  is  a  striking  illustration  of  the  impolicy  of  indiscriminate 
discharges  without  seeking  for  information.  Roberts  it  is  stated  upon 
good  authority  had  passed  into  our  lines  as  a  witness  for  his  son  in  a 
criminal  pi'osecution,  and  by  perjury  attempted  to  acquit  him  of  a  rape 
upon  the  wife  of  a  soldier  in  our  army.  Tlie  son  was  found  guilty  and 
imprisoned,  from  which  imprisonment  he  has  been  rescued  by  the  Fed- 
eral army.  The  father  because  of  his  sympathy  with  Black  Republic- 
anism and  of  his  having  taken  a  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Wheeling 
convention  and  voted  to  divide  the  State  was  arrested  and  sent  here. 
Witnesses  could  not  from  the  very  nature  of  things  be  procured,  and  as 
far  as  I  am  informed  were  not  sought  for ;  and  with  all  this  black  cloud  of 
guilt  upon  his  skirts  he  is  set  at  liberty  without  condition  upon  the 
score  of  humanity  I  presunie,  and  because  ours  is  a  Government  of 
law.  He  was  a  Northern  adventurer  engaging  in  the  politics  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  has  now  returned  with  a  quasi  indorsement  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Does  not  the  safety  of  the  country  require  that  such  a  man 
should  be  kept  in  custody,  law  or  no  law? 

The  case  of  C.  Mollohan,  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  is  another 
illustration  of  the  fallacy  of  your  doctrine.  He  had  formerly  been  a 
preacher  and  resident  of  Virginia,  preaching  Abolitionism  wherever  he 
went.  Such  was  his  boldness  iu  that  respect  that  he  was  arrested 
under  our  laws  against  insurrection  upon  complaint  of  his  own  brother. 
After  his  release  he  moved  to  Ohio,  and  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  he  returned  as  a  spy  upon  our  movements,  and  was  arrested  by  the 
military  authority  and  confined  in  the  jail  of  Roanoke,  from  which  he 
was  released  upon  your  orders  because  no  witnesses  appeared  to  testify 
nffainst  his  crimes.    Did  humanity  forbid  his  retention? 
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Other  cases  might  be  named  about  which  1  have  written  of  equal  or 
greater  atrocity  and  would  seem  to  call  for  the  interposition  of  the 
Government,  even  though  redress  be  efiected  by  application  of  the  lex 
talionis. 

Suppose  Minister  Adams  by  chance  or  otherwise  to  be  placed  in  our 
possession  would  you  return  him  with  a  safe  permit  to  his  field  of  labor 
in  France  or  to  his  home  in  Massachusetts,  or  would  you  demand  as  a 
condition  precedent  to  his  release  the  release  of  Mr.  Faulkner  from  Fort 
Lafayette  ? 

Suppose  the  wife  of  President  Lincoln  was  enjoying  the  gayeties  and 
hospitalities  of  a  Southern  life  would  you  not  force  those  enjoyments 
upon  her  until  ladies  of  more  patriotism  and  jjerhaps  more  refinement 
now  detained  in  Washington  and  Wheeling  should  be  released,  or  would 
you  restore  her  to  the  embrace  of  her  husband  and  the  surroundings  of 
family  aflectiou,  or  to  a  people  who  do  not  act  upon  principles  of  human- 
ity or  acknowledge  any  law,  and  suffer  those  angel  spirits  held  in  durance 
to  shiver  and  weep  in  pHson  over  the  neglect  of  their  Government? 

Take  a  case  more  directly  parallel.  Suppose  the  amiable  and  accom- 
plished wife  of  President  Davis  was  one  of  the  prisoners  at  Wheeling 
or  Washington  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  should  by  following  the ' '  Grand  Army" 
in  its  march  "On  to  llichmond"  fall  into  our  power.  While  she  might 
be  treated  with  all  the  attention  and  courtesy  of  polite  life  does  any  one 
believe  she  would  be  transferred  from  her  Southern  enjoyments  with- 
out the  unconditional  release  of  Mrs.  Davis? 

It  is  not  necessary  to  remind  one  who  all  admit  is  attentive  to  the 
public  history  and  necessities  of  our  affairs  that  there  are  ladies  in 
Wheeling  if  not  in  Washington  indicted  and  detained  as  prisoners  for 
no  other  offense  than  because  with  their  own  needles  they  made  cloth- 
ing for  the  brave  young  men  who  have  since  bravely  and  nobly  fallen  in 
our  defense.  Are  they  cared  for  by  the  Government?  What  steps 
have  been  taken  for  their  relief?  Have  those  things  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  at  all?  These  existing  cases  are  evidences 
pointing  to  the  actual  feeling  with  which  a  generous  mind  may  contem- 
plate tiie  calamities  of  an  enemy  and  should  call  for  every  effort,  retalia- 
tion included,  for  their  relief.  At  least  such  is  my  opinion,  and  I  trust 
will  upon  mature  reflection  be  the  opinion  of  your  Department,  and  a 
vigorous  policy  inaugurated  in  pursuance  thereof. 

Trusting  that  I  may  be  excused  for  trespassing  at  so  much  length 
upon  your  time  I  will  close  by  merely  suggesting  that  Governor  Denni- 
son  has  exchanged  prisoners  whom  he  affects  to  believe  guilty  of  a  crime 
ibr  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  political  prisoners  who  are  alike 
our  enemies  and  seeking  to  subvert  the  sovereignty  of  the  State,  and 
that  I  cannot  see  that  harm  would  grow  out  of  an  effort  to  make  fur- 
ther exchanges. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BENNETT. 


Headquarters  Brigade, 
Cumberland  Gap,  November  6,  1801. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Maokall, 

Assisiant  Adjutant- General,  Boicling  Green,  Ky. 
.  Sir  :  Inclosed  you  will  find  a  list*  of  the  prisoners  we  still  have  under 
our  charge  and  the  circumstances  under  Avhich  they  were  taken  as  well 
as  we  can  learn.    Twenty-five  of  them  are  citizens  of  the  State  of  Ken- 

*Not  fuund. 


SUSPKCTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1397 

tucky ;  six  citizens  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  one  a  slave  taken  with 
bis  master  at  Wild  Cat.  All  of  tbem  so  far  as  we  can  ascertain  were 
either  taken  in  arms  against  the  Confederate  States  or  giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  our  enemies.  The  Kentuckians  we  of  course  regard  as  pris- 
oners of  war,  but  can  the  Tennesseeans  be  looked  upon  in  the  same 
light?  The  general  commanding  desires  to  be  informed  as  to  the  dispo- 
sition he  shall  make  of  both  classes  of  these  prisoners. 
Very  respectfully, 

POLLOK  B.  LEE, 
Asuistant  Adjutant- General. 

Office  of  the  Peovost-Mabshal, 

Manassas,  Novemher  14, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Winder, 

Inspector-  General,  G.  8.  Army. 
General:  1  send  five  civilians  (prisoners)  who  have  been  in  confine- 
ment at  this  post  by  order  of  the  general  commanding  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac— Peyton  Hall,  Isaac  Hall,  Blibeck  Hall,  George  Bayless  and 
W.  H.  Hamet[mute].  The  order  received  from  Colonel  Lay,  inspector- 
general  Army  of  the  Potomac,  says : 

Major  Boj'le  will  forward  the  five  men  to  Richmond,  noting  Bayless  as  a  dangerous 
chaiacter,  nnderstood  to  have  been  specially  active  in  commanicating  with  the  enemy, 
and  the  other  four  as  persons  whom  it  is  not  considered  safe  to  have  about  our  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CORIfELIUS  BOYLE, 
Major  and  Provost-Marshal,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Fayetteville,  N.  C,  November  16, 1861. 
Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  tlie  Confederate  States  of  America,  Richmond. 

Sir:  The  European  Governments  generally  have  by  proclamation 
forewarned  their  respective  subjects  from  participating  in  the  war  now 
in  progress  between  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  the  United 
States,  informing  them  if  they  do  so  it  will  be  at  their  own  peril;  that 
their  Government  will  consider  all  such  subjects  out  of  their  protection, 
&c.,  and  liable  to  such  punishment  as  may  be  inflicted  upon  them  by 
those  against  whom  they  take  up  arms. 

Now,  sir,  as  the  Army  of  the  United  States  is  being  recruited  and  is 
already  to  a  great  extent  composed  of  citizens  of  other  Governments 
(not  having  been  in  the  country  long  enough  to  be  naturalized)  I 
respectfully  suggest  to  Your  Excellency  that  an  effectual  way  to  stop 
this  augmentation  and  prevent  those  Germans  and  other  foreigners 
from  aiding  our  enemies  is  to  declare  by  proclamation  that  all  foreign- 
born  persons  not  legally  naturalized  in  the  United  States  found  in  arms 
aidingthe  said  United  States  in  thepresentwar  against  the  Confederate 
States  will  be  considered  as  interlopers,  and  if  taken  will  not  be  treated 
as  legitimate  prisoners  of  war  but  be  subject  to  such  ])unishment  as 
theCongress  of  the  Confederate  Government  may  prescribe  which  should 
be  death. 

These  suggestions  are  made  and  Your  Excellency's  better  judgment 
can  determine  the  policy  of  adopting  them  or  no. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  MoRAE. 
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Office  of  the  Peovost-Maeshal,, 

Manassas,  November  19,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Winder,  Bispector- General,  C.  8.  Army. 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  forward  you 
the  two  disloyal  citizens,  Samuel  Dentz  (represented  as  an  unsafe  per- 
son to  be  at  large,  Colonel  Eobertson,  commanding  Fourth  Virginia 
Cavalry,  representing  him  as  a  notorious  traitor,  he  having  recently 
taken  license  to  fnrnisli  the  Federal  Government  with  wood)  and  Forrest 
Olden,  a  citizen  of  Colchester.  The  general  says:  "Olden  must  be 
sent  to  Eichmond  as  a  person  whom  it  is  supposed  to  be  unsafe  to  leave 
at  large." 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CORNELIUS  J30YLE, 
Major  and  Provost-Marshal,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Fairfax  County,  Ya.,  November  24,  1861. 
Maj.  H.  W.  Thomas. 

Dear  Sir:  At  the  request  of  Mrs.  Bowman  I  write  to  you  to  make 
some  effort  to  have  Josiah  B.  Bowman  released  from  prison  who  is  now 
held  in  Richmond  by  the  Southern  Confederacy  on  a  charge  of  piloting 
the  Federal  army  to  Bull  Run  last  summer,  which  was  not  the  case. 
The  evidence  against  him  was  taken  from  a  Northern  paper  thanking 
him  for  his  attention  to  them.  The  fact  was  this  as  I  understood  it: 
On  Sunday  morning  of  the  Bull  Run  fight  while  the  troops  were  at 
Vienna  two  reporters  for  Northern  papers  and  a  chaplain  in  the  army 
wanted  a  conveyance  to  go  to  Centerville.  They  told  Bowman  that 
they  must  have  his  wagon  whether  he  went  or  not,  and  "he  did  go  to 
Centerville  to  bring  his  horses  and  wagon  back.  He  did  what  I  would 
have  done  under  similar  circumstances. 

I  know  three  Virginians  that  were  x)ressed  to  carry  the  tired-out 
soldiers  down  on  their  retreat  from  Bull  Run;  still  no  arrest  made.  I 
have  always  found  Bowman  to  be  a  very  quiet  man  on  the  war  ques- 
tion, taking  no  part  either  way.  I  think  I  know  him  and  know  him  to 
be  a  good  citizen.  He  has  a  wife  and  five  children  depending  on  him 
for  a  support.  The  citizens  in  the  neighborhood  think  it  a  very  hard 
case  that  he  should  be  held  a  prisoner  so  long,  he  being  arrested  about 
the  1st  of  August.  Go  and  see  Bowman  and  have  him  released  if 
possible  so  he  can  come  home  to  his  family.  The  Federal  troops  have 
taken  Bowman's  two  teams  and  the  most  of  his  cattle.  His  wife  will 
have  to  depend  on  her  neighbors  to  haul  her  wood.  Doctor  Hunter  has 
been  released  by  the  Federal  army.  They  still  hold  A.  B,  Williams, 
George  Gunnell,  Hugh  Adams,  Withers  Smith,  John  McDanieland  Sam 
Anderson,  Doctor  Hunter  thinks  for  the  want  of  some  one  to  bring  their 
cases  up  before  the  authorities  at  Washington,  The  Federal  army 
have  made  no  advance  yet.  The  troops  scout  up  this  far  but  seldom 
leave  the  big  road. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JERE.  MOORE. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Boxoling  Green,  November  25, 1861. 
A  board  is  hereby  constituted,  to  be  formed  of  Judge  Burnham  and 
Maj.  J.  J.  Williams,  provost-marshal.    Its  duties  will  be  to  hear  and 
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determine  all  cases  of  persons  not  in  the  military  service  who  may  be 
in  arrest  by  military  authority.    The  board  will  hold  its  sittings  at 
such  convenient  place  as  it  may  select,  and  meet  for  the  transaction  of 
its  business  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  of  each  week. 
By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Little  Eook,  November  28, 1861. 
Jefferson  Davis: 

A  conspiracy  has  been  discovered  in  the  northern  part  of  this  State 
against  the  Confederate  Government.  Secret  oaths,  signs  and  pass- 
words adopted.  The  intention  seems  to  be  to  join  Lincoln's  army  if  it 
gets  into  Arkansas.  Twenty-seven  men  have  been  arrested  and  brought 
here  to-day  and  are  now  in  prison.  A  hundred  more  will  doubtless  be 
brought  in  in  a  day  or  so.  They  say  there  are  1,700  in  the  State.  What 
shall  be  done  with  them  1  I  ask  your  advice  in  the  premises.  The  dis- 
trict judge  is  not  here.    He  ought  to  be  at  his  post. 

H.  M.  RECTOE, 
Governor  of  Arkansas. 


C.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Monticello,  Fla.,  November  28, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Ya. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  suggestions  to  you  in  reference  to 
alien  enemies  and  prisoners  of  war  captured  at  sea.  I  think  an  arrange- 
ment might  be  made  with  the  military  for  them  to  take  charge  of  all 
such  prisoners,  feed  them  and  transport  them  to  the  frontier.  It  cer- 
tainly would  cost  the  Government  much  less  to  have  such  men  guarded 
by  those  who  are  now  or  may  be  on  military  service.  The  regular 
rations  of  the  army  would  not  cost  so  much  as  the  present  mode  of 
boarding  at  a  jail.  Under  the  present  arrangements  each  man  that  is 
employed  as  a  guard  before  the  prisoners  leave  and  on  the  road  to 
Eichmond  and  back  expects  to  be  paid  high  wages.  I  find  no  law  for 
the  payment  of  anything  to  such  guards  and  have  refused  to  pay  any 
such  charges,  and  await  your  instructions.  All  this  expense  to  the 
Government  and  trouble  and  vexation  to  me  might  be  saved  by  turning 
all  such  prisoners  over  to  the  military. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  soon,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  BLACKBUEN, 
G.  S.  Marshal,  District  of  Florida. 


EiOHMOND,  Va.,  November  29, 1861, 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 

Honored  Sir:  Since  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  will  not 
exchange  prisoners  may  it  not  be  well  to  compel  an  exchange  in  so  far 
as  we  are  able?  Many  of  our  citizens  long  to  participate  in  defense  of 
their  homes  yet  are  restrained  by  an  oath  forced  upon  them  by  the 
Federal  authorities.  It  has  struck  me  that  our  Congress  is  able  to 
release  such  from  this  duress  by  special  enactment  ordaining  that  each 
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such  citizen  sliould  upon  enlistment  or  appointment  into  our  army  be 
thenceforth  absolved  from  his  oath,  provided  that  the  President  or  other 
authority  of  the  Confederate  States  should  thereupon  recompense  the 
enemy  by  releasing  one  of  the  prisoners  then  in  our  possession.  And 
might  it  not  be  well  to  provide  that  in  selecting  for  such  release  pref- 
erence be  given,  first,  to  the  disabled,  and  secondly,  to  those  of  our 
prisoners  whose  term  of  enlistment  has  expired  or  is  most  near  expira- 
tiou? 

KespectfuUy,  yours, 

A.  G.  STALBY, 
Of  Mississippi  and  District  of  Columbia. 


EiCHMOND,  December  1,  1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 

SiE :  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  letter  from  Mr.  E.  W. 

McGinnis,  of  Mobile.    I  know  nothing  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Horatio  Eagle 

to  -which  it  refers.    Mr.  McGinnis  is  a  respectable  merchant  of  Mobile  of 

many  years'  standing.    I  hope  the  case  will  receive  early  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  SMITH. 

[In  closure.] 

Mobile,  Ala.,  November  27, 1861. 
Hon.  ItOBT.  H.  Smith,  Richmond,  Va. 

Deak  Sir:  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  call  Mr.  Benjamin's  (Secre- 
tary of  War)  attention  to  the  case  of  Horatio  Eagle,  who  is  now  a  pris- 
oner in  the  county  jail  at  Eichmond.  Mr.  Eagle  has  had  his  examina- 
tion before  the  commissioner,  and  from  what  the  commissioner  told  Mr. 
Eagle  1  have  no  doubt  Mr.  Benjamin  would  order  his  release  at  once 
if  his  attention  was  called  to  the  case  by  yourself.  Mr,  Eagle  was  taken 
prisoner  some  two  months  ago  while  attending  to  some  business  con- 
nected with  the  coal  oil  company.  If  he  had  been  taken  in  arms  against 
us  or  aided  in  any  way  our  enemies  I  would  be  the  last  man  to  raise 
my  voice  for  his  release.  But  I  have  known  this  man  for  ten  years,  and 
know  that  he  has  spent  his  money  and  used  his  influence  at  all  times 
against  the  Black  Eepublican  party  of  New  York ;  that  he  voted  against 
them  last  fall,  and  has  always  done  so.  Marmaduke  Johnson,  esq., 
was  his  counsel  at  his  examination  before  the  commissioner,  and  Dr. 
Barney,  formerly  of  Mobile  now  living  in  Eichmond,  has  been  assisting 
in  his  case.  But  I  learn  the  order  for  his  release  must  come  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  or  President  Davis. 

As  Mr.  Eagle's  health  is  being  seriously  affected  by  his  long  confine- 
ment in  jail  you  will  very  much  oblige  me  by  bringing  his  case  at  once 
to  the  noticeof  Mr.  Benjamin ;  and  as  the  examination  has  been  taken  and 
the  evidence  all  before  him  it  would  not  probably  take  fifteen  minutes 
for  the  Secretary  of  War  to  satisfy  himself  and  order  his  (Eagle's)  dis- 
charge. Please  attend  to  this,  as  an  innocent  man  ought  not  to  be 
confined  one  moment  longer  than  possible.    *    *     * 

Again  asking  your  attention  to  Mr.  Eagle's  [case]  before  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  which  I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged,  I  remain,  yours, 
very  truly, 

E.  W.  McGINNIS.. 
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EiOHMOND,  Va.,  December  3, 1861. 
To  the  Peesident  of  the  Oonfedekate  States. 

Sir:  We  desire  to  uall  the  attention  of  the  President  to  the  case 
of  Horatio  Eagle,  a  political  prisoner,  confined  in  the  jail  of  Henrico 
County.  We  are  induced  to  interfere  in  his  behalf  because  we  are  sat- 
isfied that  he  was  induced  to  visit  the  neighborhood  of  Brady's  Gate, 
in  Hampshire  County,  where  he  was  arrested,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
bringing  to  us  a  couiniuuication  on  important  business  in  which  we  are 
deeply  interested,  and  having  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  present 
dittieulties.  We  understand  that  Mr.  Eagle  has  been  examined  by  the 
Confederate  commissioner,  and  suggest  if  no  evidence  was  introduced 
to  show  that  he  was  acting  in  the  matter  referred  to  from  improper 
motives  that  he  be  released  upon  a  pledge  to  procure  the  exchange  of 
one  of  our  prisoners  in  the  possession  of  the  Federal  authorities ;  or  if  it 
is  not  considered  proper  to  do  so  that  he  be  allowed  the  limits  of  the 
city  upon  his  parole  not  to  leave  Avhich  we  feel  confident  will  not  be 
violated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

G.  D.  CAMDEN. 
WM.  L,  JACKSON. 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  December  2, 1861. 
Hon.  Thomas  Bragg. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  am  sure  you  will  permit  an  old  friend  and  admirer 
to  mingle  his  sincere  congratulations  with  those  of  thousands  of  others 
on  your  call  to  the  cabinet  of  President  Davis.  Long  life  and  abundant 
honors  and  happiness  be  yours.  You  have  won  your  honors  nobly,  and 
will  wear  them  well  everywhere  and  to  the  end  and  add  another  to  the 
stars  in  the  cluster  of  North  Carolina's  diadem. 

I  am  informed  that  some  250  of  the  Hatteras  prisoners  are  on  their 
way  to  Kichmond  for  exchange.  Pray  let  me  interest  you  in  favor  of  a 
most  worthy  man  now  and  for  many  mouths  being  a  prisoner  of  war  at 
the  State  Fair  Grounds,  whose  case  is  a  very  hard  one,  so  as  to  get  him 
released  in  the  exchange.  One  word,  one  wish  expressed  by  you  in 
the  better  quarter  will  obtain  his  release.  In  fact  he  was  wrongfully 
taken  and  improperly  detained  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  I  allude  to  Man- 
uel C.  Causten,  M.  D.,*  of  the  city  of  Washington,  an  educated  and  pol- 
ished Christian  gentleman.  Doctor  Causten  is  the  sole  surviving  son  of 
an  old  acquaintance  of  yours,  James  H.  Causten,  the  French  spoliation 
agent  there  resident.  I  here  inclose  a  letter  received  from  his  father. 
I  learn  from  it  and  the  doctor  that  he  is  not  and  never  was  a  soldier, 
nor  bore  arms  in  this  or  any  other  war;  that  he  had  for  some  years 
been  the  surgeon  of  the  Washington,  commonly  called  the  President's, 
Mounted  Guard,  long  before  Abe  Lincoln  came  there  as  President,  aud 
he  was  attached  to  the  hospital,  lately  burnt  down.  About  the  com- 
mencement of  this  war  he  married  a  young  wife,  about  fourteen  miles 
from  Washington,  in  Maryland,  where  he  left  her  with  her  friends  for 
a  short  time.  On  the  night  of  his  capture  he  paid  her  a  visit  alone, 
unarmed  and  unsuspecting  dang;er.  But  a  scouting  party  of  Confed- 
erates visited  the  house,  and  finding  him  there  tore  him  from  the  arms 
of  his  young  wife,  [took  him]  to  Manassas;  thence  he  was  carried  to 
Eichmond  where  he  was  confined  in  jail,  and  afterwards  in  a  tobacco 
factory,  and  thence  he  was  sent  here.  At  the  camp  here  he  has  been 
uiieful  to  the  sick  soldiers,  and  only  a  few  days  ago'  but  for  him  one  of 

*  See  report  of  E.  3.  Allen,  p.  171  ul  seq. 
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tlie  North  Carolina  voluuteers  would  have  lost  his  life.  By  an  incau- 
tious handling  of  his  musket  the  gun  was  tired  and  shot  him  through  the 
body,  and  before  Doctor  Johnson  could  have  been  got  tLere  for  his  relief 
he  would  have  bled  to  death.  Doctor  Oausten  promptly  volunteered 
his  aid  and  saved  the  man's  life,  desperately  wounded  as  he  was.  If 
rightfully  captured  at  first  and  detained  as  a  prisoner  of  war  he  is 
among  the  earliest  of  the  prisoners  taken  in  this  war,  and  his  gentle- 
manly bearing  which  has  won  for  him  very  general  respect  as  well  as 
the  circumstances  of  his  case  entitle  him  to  the  favor  I  implore  for  him 
through  your  kindness.  He  will,  and  his  old  father  will,  and  so  will  I, 
be  everlastingly  grateful  to  you  for  anything  you  can  do  for  him. 

One  word  concerning  my  poor  old  self.    I  am  dying  by  inches,  and 
we  shall  probably  never  meet  again  in  this  world,  but  I  hope  we  shall 
in  endless  life  and  blessedness.    My  best  wishes  for  your  lady  and  family. 
Ever  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  B.  HINTOK 

[Incloeure.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  18,  1861. 
Joseph  B.  Hinton,  Esq.,  Raleigh. 

My  Dear  Friend:  I  have  received  a  letter  from  my  son,  Manuel  0. 
Causten,  dated  at  Ealcigh,  August  1.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
ident's Mounted  Guard,  and  was  made  a  prisoner  at  Seneca,  Md.,  by  a 
Virginia  scouting  party  about  the  1st  of  June  last  and  sent  to  Eich- 
mond.  At  the  time  of  his  capture  he  was  on  a  visit  to  his  young  wife, 
and  betrayed  by  a  false  friend.  He  was  taken  from  her  house  at  night 
and  not  in  arms,  nor  is  there  any  special  accusation  against  him.  It 
now  appears  that  he  has  been  removed  from  llichmond  to  Ealeigh,  and 
is  now  there  sick,  and  I  suppose  in  want,  and  having  no  channel  to 
send  him  supplies,  1  have  concluded  to  request  my  old  and  fast  friend 
J.  B.  Hinton  to  see  him  and  supply  all  his  wants  in  money,  clothing, 
&c.,  and  to  favor  me  with  a  report  of  case  and  of  the  expenditures  for 
his  use,  so  that  I  may  promptly  reimburse  you  for  the  same. 

A  fond  father's  heart  dictates  this  hastily  written  letter,  and  offers 
to  you  in  advance  his  profound  thanks. 

Grod  bless  you,  my  dear  friend. 

JAMES  H.  CAUSTEN, 


Little  Eock,  December  3,  1861. 
Hon.  J.  r.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War  : 

I  dispatched  the  President  recently  (November  28)  advising  him  of 
the  arrest  of  citizens  of  Arkansas  who  had  entered  into  a  conspiracy 
against  the  South.  No  answer.  Twenty-seven  of  them  are  in  jail  here 
awaiting  trial.  Sixty  have  been  arrested  in  Searcy  County  and  47  in 
Izard.  The  citizens  have  permitted  them  to  volunteer.  A  portion  sent 
to  McCulloch,  others  to  Colonel  Borland,  commanding  at  Pocahontas. 
The  authorities  of  Arkansas  are  asked  to  approve  this  course.  We 
decline  unless  sanctioned  by  yourself  or  the  President.  If  sent  to  the 
army  at  all  our  opinion  is  they  should  go  South. 

H.  M.  RECTOE, 
Oovernor  and  President. 
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ElCHMOND,  Va,,  December  5, 1861. 
Governor  H.  M.  Eectob,  Little  Rock  : 

It  is  not  possible  at  this  distance  and  witii  imperfect  knowledge  of 
tbe  facts  to  give  directions  about  the  parties  arrested.  You  must  use 
your  best  judgment  in  acting  on  the  information  before  you. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Resolutions  of  confidence  in  our  cause  of  war,  and  in  the  President,  and 

in  the  Army. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina  in 
convention  assembled,  entertain  an  undiminished  confidence  in  tbe 
justice  of  the  cause  in  which  we  have  taken  up  arms,  and  we  hold  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  to  maintain  and  uphold 
that  cause  with  all  the  means  they  can  command. 

Resolved,  That  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina  we  declare 
to  our  sister  States  of  this  Confederacy  and  to  the  world  that  no 
measure  of  loss,  no  sacrifice  of  life  or  property,  no  privation  or  want 
shall  cause  us  to  shrink  from  the  performance  of  our  whole  duty  in  the 
achievement  of  our  independence. 

Resolved,  That  from  the  cruel  and  barbarous  manner  in  which  our 
enemies  have  carried  on  this  war — a  war  in  which  aged  and  dignified 
men  and  helpless  women  have  been  seized  and  without  accusation  or 
warrant  or  authority  cast  into  prison;  in  whi'ch  private  property  has 
been  wantonly  destroyed;  in  which  robbery  and  arson  are  principal 
means  of  aggression,  and  in  which  servile  insurrection  has  been  pro- 
claimed, we  are  convinced  that  there  is  a  "  radical  incompatibility  " 
between  such  people  and  ourselves;  and  from  them  our  separation  is 
final,  and  for  the  independence  we  have  asserted  we  will  accept  no 
alternative. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  full  confidence  in  the  wisdom,  integrity  and 
patriotism  of  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  we  congratu- 
late him  and  our  whole  country  upon  the  success  with  which  he  has 
administered  the  Government. 

Resolved,  That  to  the  ofBcers  and  soldiers  who  have  gone  forth  to  meet 
the  dangers  of  this  war  we  are  under  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  for  the 
valor  and  fortitude  with  which  they  have  defended  us  from  the  assaults 
of  our  enemies  and  illustrated  the  glory  of  our  arms. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  our  Eepresenta- 
tives  in  Congress  with  a  request  that  they  be  communicated  to  His 
Excellency  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  to 
Congress. 

Passed  and  ratified  in  open  convention  the  6th  day  of  December, 
A.  D.  1861. 

W.  H.  EDWAEDS, 
President  of  the  Convention. 

JAMES  H.  MOOEE, 
Secretary  of  the  Convention. 


War  Department,  Richmond,  December  10, 1861. 
Sydney  S.  Baxter,  Esq.,  Richmond. 

Dear  Sir:   In  pursuance  of  our  conversation  of  last  evening  I 
now  address  you  with  the  request  that  ycu  will  give  your  services  to 
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tlio  (loverniueiit  in  the  examination  of  the  cases  of  the  prisoners  sent 
to  the  various  prisons  in  Richmond  on  charges  of  being  spies,  enemies, 
traitors,  &c.,  -with  a  view  of  discharging  all  such  as  ought  not  to  be 
held  in  custody  and  bringing  to  trial  and  punishment  such  as  seem  to 
be  guilty  of  the  charges.  Please  make  your  reports  to  me  as  promptly 
as  possible.  Thanking  you  in  advance  ibr  your  tender  of  services  in  a 
matter  for  which  the  Oovernment  has  made  no  provision  for  compensa- 
tion and  which  you  undertake  on  purely  patriotic  grounds, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIK 


Headquaetebs  Brigade, 
Gamp  Recovery,  One  Mile  from  Prestonhurg,  Ky., 

December  10,  1861. 

S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond. 

General:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been 
located  here  for  several  days.  »  *  #  i  think  I  have  established 
friends  for  the  Confederate  States  on  a  sound  basis  wherever  I  have 
been.  My  effort  has  been  to  conciliate  the  people  and  to  teach  them  by 
example  that  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  comes  not  to  maraud 
and  oppress,  but  to  protect  and  to  respect  the  constitutional  rights  of 
the  people.  The  Army  of  the  United  States  invited  here  to  defend 
this  people  halted  at  no  excess.  They  burned  and  ravaged  the  towns, 
insulted  females  and  violated  their  persons,  stole  wearing  apparel  and 
killed  stock  and  frequently  deprived  poor  people  of  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence. I  have  sought  to  impress  all  this  course  on  their  part  as  a 
true  representation  of  the  despotic  principles  their  master  seeks  to  estab- 
lish on  a  permanent  basis,  while  the  respect  I  and  my  men  pay  to  per- 
sons and  property  Avithout  regard  to  mere  opinion  is  thereflex  of  the 
principles  we  represent.  The  effect  has  been  exceedingly  favorable, 
for  the  contrast  is  striking  and  visible  to  the  commonest  man  in  the 
community. 

I  found  prisoners  at  Pound  Gap  arrested  for  their  active  pursuit  of 
their  opinions.  I  released  them  and  sent  them  home  after  explaining 
to  them  the  principles  I  advocate.  They  said  the  veil  had  been  removed 
from  their  eyes  and  I  afterwards  found  them  well  disposed  and  active 
in  getting  recruits  for  my  command.    *    *    * 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HUMPHREY  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier  General,  0.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters,  Pocahontas,  ArTc.,  December  11, 1861. 
(reneral  A.  Sidney  Johnston, 

Commanding  Western  Department,  Bowling  Green,  Ey. 
General  :  #  *  *  Besides  these  my  returning  force  received  the 
surrender  of  fifty-seven  prisoners  and  brought  them  to  this  place  for 
my  disposal.  Upou  inquiring  into  the  character  and  antecedents  of 
these  fifty-seven  men  I  do  not  find  that  any  of  them  have  been  guilty 
of  such  overt  acts  of  disloyalty  as  would  warrant  any  severity  of  pun- 
ishment. The  most  of  them  are  ignorant  men,  and  although  they  have 
continued  to  be  ever  since  the  accession  of  Arkansas  to  the  Southern 
Confederacy  Union  men  in  their  associations  at  least  if  not  in  their 
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real  seutiineuts  aud  decided  contiections,  yet  they  are  not  fouud  to  liave 
engaged  in  any  act  of  open  disloyalty  to  our  Government.  Tlie  most 
of  them  moreover  declare  their  innocence  of  any  such  intentions,  alleg- 
ing that  if  they  have  done  wrong  at  all  in  this  respect  they  had  been 
misled  by  others  who  have  made  their  escape  from  the  country;  and 
in  evidence  of  their  present  sincerity  and  their  desire  to  prove  their 
loyalty  to  the  South  they  have  all  voluntarily  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  earnestly  insist  upon  being  permitted  to  enter  the  military 
service  in  some  of  our  companies.    *    *     * 

SOLON  BOELAND, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Nem^  Orleans,  December  13, 18(11. 

Mr.  BEJJJA5IIN. 

Dear  Sir  :  1  have  already  written  a  few  lines  to  you  in  behalf  of 
my  husband,  M.  L.  Eossvally,  and  as  I  thought  they  may  be  lost 
I  would  write  to  you  again  begging  of  you  to  release  my  unfortu- 
nate husband.  Mr.  Benjamin,  please  take  his  case  in  consideration 
and  you  will  see  that  my  husband  is  innocently  imprisoned.  These 
false  and  scandalous  articles  that  have  been  in  the  papers — this  was 
all  done  by  his  personal  enemies,  who  for  these  last  three  aud  four 
years  have  been  trying  very  hard  to  ruin  him.  My  husband  is  not 
such  as  the  false  papers  have  stated.  My  husband  is  a  gentleman 
and  a  true  and  kind-hearted  one.  On  the  2d  day  of  May  my  hus- 
band left  me  with  my  three  children  trying  to  do  good  for  his  comitry, 
but  as  it  seems  he  gets  ill-treated  for  it.  As  for  my  husband's  loyalty 
to  the  South  there  is  not  a  better  Southern  citizen  to  be  fouud.  He 
would  be  willing  to  die  at  any  moment  if  by  so  doing  he  could  serve  his 
country.  I  will  ask  the  question,  How  could  my  husband  be  untrue  to  the 
South  ?  Was  it  not  the  Southern  soil  that  gave  birth  to  his  wife  ?  Was 
it  not  the  laud  that  gave  birth  to  his  three  children  that  he  loves  dearer 
than  his  own  soul  ?  And  yet  the  people  are  so  wicked  as  to  say  he  is 
untrue  to  his  country.  I  will  say  no  more  upon  this  subject.  Please, 
Mr.  Benjamin,  release  my  husband.  Please,  sir,  do  it  for  my  sake  and 
the  sake  of  my  little  children.  Consider,  Mr.  Benjamin,  I  have  no 
husband  at  home,  no  money  to  support  me,  and  besides  I  ain  side  all  the 
time  and  have  been  under  Doctor  Lemonier's  treatment  these  last  four 
mouths  and  perhaps  may  have  to  be  under  his  treatment  six  months 
longer,  as  the  doctor  thinks  himself.  I  shall  beg  of  you  once  more,  Mr. 
Benjamin,  to  release  him  and  I  shall  be  very  thankful  and  obliged  to 
you  for  it. 

Yours,  lespectfuUy, 

CATHARINE  EOSSVALLY. 


ElCHMOND,  December  13,  1861. 
Hon.  H.  W.  Thomas,  Senate  of  Virginia. 

Dear  Sir:  The  few  moments'  conversation  with  you  yesterday 
induces  me  to  address  you  this  time,  for  I  feel  assured  from  the  short 
acquaintance  I  have  had  Avith  you  that  although  we  may  differ  politic- 
ally yet  an  instinct  of  honor  would  govern  your  actions  irrespective  of 
those  diff'erences  usually  engendered  by  diversion  of  opinion. 

The  circumstances  antecedent  and  attending  my  arrest  arc  no  doubt 
well  known  to  you  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  to  you  that  at  no  time 
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was  1  nearer  than  seven  miles  of  the  Bull  Euu  battle-field  and  had  not 
at  any  time  the  remotest  idea  of  molestation  from  either  party,  sup- 
posing my  character  as  a  non-combatant  Avould  be  ample  protection. 
One  week  after  my  arrest  I  was  brought  here  and  exactly  three  months 
after  my  captivity  I  was  favored  with  a  hearing  before  the  Hon.  James 
Lyons,  commissioner,  by  whom  not  one  solitary  charge  was  brought 
against  me  and  I  left  his  office  with  the  confident  and  as  I  thought  well- 
grounded  impression  that  my  release  was  nigh  at  hand.  How  these 
anticipations  have  been  realized  my  present  imprisonment  proves. 
Some  weeks  since  I  learned  semi-offlcially  that  I  was  held  here  by  the 
influence  and  at  tlie  instance  of  a  brother,  now  an  officer  in  the  Confed- 
erate service,  and  one  too  who  owes  his  character  and  the  escape  from 
ruin  to  himself  and  family  to  my  interposition,  which  facts  I  suppose 
are  not  without  the  cognizance  of  the  authorities.  Men  see  the  same 
objects  through  different  media  and  no  blame  should  be  imputed  for  an 
ordinary  difference  of  opinion,  yet  it  forcibly  strikes  me  that  the  fact  of 
one  brother  taking  so  unnatural  a  stand  against  another  should  have 
caused  the  authorities  to  hesitate  before  they  gave  any  heed  to  his  efforts. 
I  cannot  in  justice  to  my  own  feelings  pursue  this,  to  me,  revolting 
subject,  but  leave  you,  sir,  as  an  honorable  man  to  draw  your  own  con- 
clusions. 

When  the  dilBculties  that  now  overshadow  our  country  first  pre- 
sented themselves,  as  a  citizen  of  Ohio  ardently  attached  to  the  insti- 
tutions under  which  we  had  prospered  for  near  one  century  previous  I 
labored  hard  for  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  vexed  questions  that  agi- 
tated and  indeed  convulsed  our  country.  In  common  with  thousands  of 
Northern  men  I  looked  upon  the  movement  of  the  South  as  a  mere 
insurrectionary  act  that  would  be  easily  quelled  and  our  common  coun- 
try soon  be  restored  to  its  usual  quietude  and  prosperity.  Viewing  the 
matter  in  this  light  and  from  the  stand-point  I  occupied,  when  I  learned 
the  defection  of  my  brother  from  the  service  of  the  United  States  I 
wrote  to  him  most  strongly  and  emphatically  condemning  his  course, 
and  stating  to  him  in  very  plain  terms  what  I  thought  would  be  the 
result  of  the  course  he  had  elected  to  pursue.  When  I  reached  Wash- 
ington in  the  month  of  June  an  interview  with  one  of  his  wife's  family 
convinced  me  that  I  had  in  some  respects  misunderstood  Ms  motives. 
I  immediately  wrote  him  recalling  all  that  might  be  in  my  letter  person- 
ally offensive,  but  from  the  interruption  of  postal  facilities  I  suppose 
the  letter  never  reached  him.  I  did  not,  however,  recall  any  expres- 
sion condemning  his  course.  Eeceiving  a  letter  from  a  friend  in  New 
York  giving  his  views  upon  the  agitating  subjects  of  the  day  in 
response  I  spoke  of  the  acts  of  men  in  the  South  in  such  language  as  I 
thought  then  and  still  think  they  deserve.  As  an  evidence  of  my  feel- 
ing upon  the  subject  I  inclosed  to  my  brother  an  extract  from  one  of  my 
letters,  which  extract  together  with  my  first  letter  to  him  I  understand 
he  has  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  authorities  as  evidence  of  my  hos- 
tility to  the  South.  How  these  matters  can  with  the  slightest  regard 
to  law  or  equity  be  used  against  me  I  am  at  loss  to  imagine.  As  a  citi- 
zen of  Ohio,  owing  no  allegiance  either  absolute  or  implied  to  the 
South  I  had  a  perfect  right  to  give  utterance  to  my  sentiments,  whether 
palatable  or  otherwise  to  any  section  of  the  country. 

I  am  called  upon  to  answer  by  a  long  and  painful  imprisonment  for 
words  spoken  or  thoughts  expressed  where  neither  Virginia  nor  any 
other  member  of  the  Confederacy  ever  had  or  pretended  to  have  juris- 
diction. I  violated  no  law  that  I  know  of  in  coming  into  Virginia. 
From  my  earliest  recollection  I  have  been  opposed  to  the  doctrine  of 


SUSPECTED    AND    DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1407 

States'  Rights,  looking  upon  their  exercise  as  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
treason  against  the  General  Government,  and  if  I  am  in  error  I  owe  it 
to  the  teaching  of  my  late  venerable  father,  and  I  must  certainly  say 
that  the  impressions  of  early  life  confirmed  as  they  were  by  the  reflec- 
tions of  maturer  years  have  not  been  effaced  by  the  experience  of  age. 
You,  sir,  may  rest  assured  that  whatever  may  be  the  personal  conse- 
quences these  sentiments  will  only  end  with  my  life,  for  I  should  basely 
betray  my  own  convictions  to  give  utterance  to  opposite  ones.  Can- 
not you  call  and  see  me?  A  visit  would  be  very  acceptable.  If  you 
can  please  do  so  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
Respectfully, 

EDWARD  TAYLOR, 


Richmond,  December  16,  1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir:  A  man  by  the  name  of  L.  M.  Rowley,  late  a  resident  of 
Florida,  was  taken  up  about  a  month  since  on  suspicion  of  being  dis- 
loyal and  sent  to  Montgomery  where  he  is  now  confined  in  jail.  He 
has  appealed  to  me  to  have  his  case  investigated,  denying  as  I  under- 
stand him  the  allegation.  I  most  respectfully  ask  of  you  the  appoint- 
ment of  some  person  to  act  as  commissioner  in  his  case. 
Y^our  obedient  servant, 

JACKSON  MORTON. 

[Indorsement.] 

JoTNES :  Write  to  Governor  Shorter  to  do  me  the  favor  to  have  this 
case  investigated  by  some  discreet  person,  &c. 

J.  P.  B. 


Richmond,  Va.,  December  17, 1861. 
Capt.  R.  P.  Archer, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  West  Point,  Va. 
Sir  :  You  will  have  to  provide  fuel  for  the  disaffected  persons  held  in 
custody  at  West  Point.  The  regulation  allowance  has  sti-ictly  no 
.application  to  them,  and  if  from  the  tender  age  of  some  of  the  children 
accompanying  adult  persons  or  from  the  exposed  character  of  the 
building  in  which  they  are  confined  you  find  it  necessary  to  exceed  the 
usual  allowance  of  fuel  you  have  authority  to  do  so. 

A.  0.  MYERS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 


IlDQRS.  Third  Regt.  Texas  Infty.,  Provisional  Army, 

Fort  Brown,  December  18,  1861. 
MaJ.  Samuel  Boyer  Davis, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  of  Texas,  Galveston,  Tex. 
Sir:  It  is  with  mortification  that  I  find  it  my  duty  to  report  the 
escape  of  the  prisoner — against  whom  I  forwarded  by  the  last  mail 
charges  and  specifications  for  desertion — from  the  guard  house  of  this 
garrison  last  night,  together  with  another  prisoner  confined  for  theft. 
An  opening  was  made  through  the  weather- boarding  of  the  inner  guard 
roou.  where  they  were  confined,  and  it  is  stated  that  they  escaped 
through  this  opening. 
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But,  sir,  they  Avere  both  Mexicmis,  The  principal  portion  of  the 
guard  Avere  also  JMexicans,  necessarily  so,  and  I  entertain  in  my  own 
mind  no  shadow  of  doubt  of  their  having  walked  out  of  the  front  door 
through  the  connivance  and  with  the  consent  of  the  guard.  Charges 
will  be  i^referred  and  forwarded  against  the  sergeant  and  corporal  of 
the  guard  and  the  three  sentinels  posted  iu  the  vicinity  of  the  guard 
house,  but  that  jnore  can  be  proven  than  that  they  escaped  while  these 
men  were  on  duty  I  very  seriously  doubt. 

I  have  repeatedly  called  attention  to  the  wholly  unreliable  character 
of  the  Mexicans  enlisted  on  this  frontier,  so  far  as  our  cause  is  con- 
cerned. Company  C  (Captain  Parker's),  of  this  regiment  is  composed 
entirely  of  Mexicans.  Scarcely  a  night  passes  that  one  or  more  of  them 
do  not  desert.  This  will  continue  to  be  the  case  so  long  as  the  civil 
war  continues  in  Mexico.  The  company  has  already  been  reduced  nearly 
one-half,  and  iu  a  short  time  scarcely  a  corporal's  guard  will  remain. 
That  it  will  be  refilled  so  soon  as  the  troubles  in  Tamaulipas  are  ended 
I  entertain  no  doubt,  but  it  will  only  be  until  other  difficulties  break 
out  (and  they  are  constantly  recurring)  when  we  will  have  a  repetition 
of  the  same  reduction  from  desertions.  I  Jim  thoroughly  satisfied  that 
they  Avould  desert  in  a  body  and  cross  the  river  should  the  enemy 
attack  this  post,  even  if  they  did  no  worse.  They  have  no  sympathy 
in  our  cause,  do  not  understand  it,  and  enlist  simply  for  the  subsistence, 
pay  and  clothing.  They  change  their  allegiance  with  the  utmost  facility 
to  AThichever  party  offers  the  largest  inducements. 

I  believe  they  might  be  made  good  soldiers  if  removed  from  this 
frontier  and  stationed  where  there  are  not  so  many  temptations  and 
inducements  to  desert,  and  where  the  facilities  for  doing  so  are  not  so 
great.  Here  they  are  decidedly  detrimental  to  the  service  and  of  no 
manner  of  advantage.  T  should  much  prefer  to  be  without  them 
though  much  in  need  of  more  troops.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  do  so  that  if 
transferred  to  some  regiment  in  the  interior  and  another  company  sent 
here  in  their  place  the  interests  of  the  service  would  be  very  greatly 
promoted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BUCHEL, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Oglethorpe  Barrack, 
Savannah,  Go.,  December  19, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  a  man  calling  himself  Mr.  Alviu  Lloyd  was  arrested  and 
brought  to  this  post  some  days  since  as  a  spy.  There  is  abundant 
evidence  here  to  show  that  he  has  told  several  contradictory  stories 
about  his  antecedents  and  I  am  satisfied  that  he  is  an  imposter.  He 
had  in  his  possession  two  passes  from  the  War  Department,  one  I  think 
to  visit  Norfolk,  and  he  acknowledged  to  me  that  he  had  been  to  Crauey 
Island.  From  his  conversation  I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  he  may  be 
connected  in  some  way  with  the  information  said  to  be  published  iu 
the  New  York  papers  in  relation  to  the  strength  and  stations  of  the 
Confederate  troops.  I  am  unwilling  to  trust  this  matter  to  the  tele- 
graph, and  General  Lawton  as  well  as  his  assistant  adjutant-general 
being  temporarilj  absent,  I  venture  to  ask  unofficially  if  anything  is 
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kuown  of  this  man  Lloyd  in  the  Department,  Should  you  desire  it  I 
will  forward  such  of  his  statements  here  to  me  and  others  which  sub- 
ject him  to  grave  suspicion.  If  he  be  a  spy  and  in  communication  with 
the  enemy  it  is  obvious  that  the  less  publicity  given  to  measures  to 
insure  his  detection  the  more  certain  will  be  the  result. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  S.  EOCKWBLL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  First  Georgia  Volunteer  Regiment, 

C.  8,  Army,  Oommamding  Post. 

[First  indorsement.] 

General  Windee: 
Do  you  know  anything  of  this  man  ? 


[J.  P.  BENJAMIN.] 


[Second  Indorsement.] 


Mr.  Alvin  Lloyd  is  on  record  in  the  police  book  as  a  suspicious  person 
and  was  under  observation  while  here  at  the  Exchange  Hotel.  He  left 
here  for  New  Orleans.  I  am  satisfied  he  ought  to  be  viewed  with  great 
suspicion.    He  is  supposed  to  be  a  reporter  for  newspapers. 

JNO.  H.  WINDEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

EespectfuUy  submitted  to  the  President  in  answer  to  his  call.  The 
War  Department  has  taken  no  other  action  in  the  case. 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Let  the  prisoner  be  informed  of  the  report  of  his  case  as  presented 
within. 


Prison  No.  3,  December  20, 1861. 
Sir:  I  and  my  sons  are  prisoners  here  at  Eichmond.  We  were 
taken  the  1st  of  September  in  Fairfax  County.  I  had  a  good  property 
in  Fairfax,  The  Southern  troops  have  taken  all  my  personal  property 
and  I  am  left  desolate.  I  am  formerly  from  New  York.  1  have  friends 
and  relations  there  that  will  supply  my  Avants  and  I  and  my  sons  wish 
to  be  released  as  aliens. 

^°"^^'  JOHN  TUENEE. 


LeesburG,  Va.,  December  27,  1861. 
General  Winder: 

I  send  you  six  tories  with  the  affidavits  against  them.  The  names 
of  the  men  are:  Joseph  L.  Grubb,  Armstead  Magaha,  William  Smith, 
Isaac  Slater,  Emanuel  Eouse  and  William  Working,  As  the  evidence 
is  against  them  I  trust  that  they  may  not  be  allowed  to  return  home. 
The  people  of  Loudoun  are  afraid  of  them  and  much  mischief  would 
result  from  their  release.    The  two  Yankee  prisoners,  August  Williams 
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and  Thomas  Pryor,  were  taken  with  stolen  property — horses  and  poul- 
try— in  their  possession.    I  hope  they  will  be  dealt  with  as  marauders 
and  not  as  prisoners  of  war.    Our  party  report  the  killing  of  six  besides 
the  capture  of  these  seven. 
With  exeat  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — It  may  be  proper  to  except  Working  from  the  class  of  tbose 
who  are  regarded  as  dangerous.  He  is  thought  to  be  a  harmless  but 
timid  man.  He  has,  however,  incurred  the  penalty  of  disloyalty  by 
going  over  to  the  enemy. 

D.  H.  H. 


Camp  Three  Miles  from  Paintsville,  Ky., 

December  30, 1861. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 

General  ;  »  *  *  i  have  directed  civic  administration  to  be  insti- 
tuted in  the  counties  along  this  frontier  upon  the  basis  of  allegiance  to 
the  Confederate  States.  This  must  force  an  issue  at  once  or  will 
transfer  the  people,  for  it  is  impossible  that  when  magistrates,  con- 
stables, sheriffs,  clerks,  recorders  and  judges  are  sworn  in  under  the 
provisional  government  and  revenues  are  collected  by  our  officers 
another  system  can  occupy  the  same  space  at  the  same  time. 

I  sent  to  Pound  Gap  as  a  prisoner  one  Doctor  Chilton  and  have  him 
there  in  custody.  He  ought  to  have  been  shot,  for  he  is  one  of  the  very 
worst  men  in  this  country  and  has  been  a  scourge  to  our  friends.  I 
propose  to  send  my  prisoners  to  Pound  Gap,  where  the  battalion  sta- 
tioned there  can  easily  guard  them  and  the  winds  of  the  Cumberland 
Heights  can  ventilate  them  properly.  1  have  a  log  house  erected  there 
for  their  especial  accommodation.  Mr.  Chilton  is  the  only  tenant  as  yet. 
Mr.  Diltz  would  have  been  better  there  I  fear  than  at  large.  One  Mr. 
Filson  (a  deputy  U.  8.  marshal)  ventured  to  Paintsville  yesterday  and 
I  had  him  arrested  last  night  but  have  not  seen  him  yet.  He  is 
represented  as  bold  and  sagacious,  and  is  probably  here  as  a  spy  from 
the  interior.  I  shall  look  to  his  case  after  daybreak.  *  *  » 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  MAESHALL, 
Brigadier- Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Camp  Hagar, 
Three  Miles  from  Paintsville,  Johnson  County,  Ky., 

January  3,  1862. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army. 

General  :  *  ♦  *  The  people  hereabouts  are  perfectly  terrified  or 
apparently  apathetic.  I  imagine  most  of  them  are  Unionists,  but  so 
ignorant  they  do  not  understand  the  question  at  issue.  I  suggest 
through  you  to  Governor  Johnson  to  send  me  blank  commissions  for 
magistrates,  sheriffs  and  constables,  clerks  and  county  judges  so  that 
civic  order  may  be  reinstituted;  also  to  send  a  commission  of  circuit 
judge  to  Harvey  Burns  that  courts  may  be  holdeu  at  proper  times. 
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The  people  shoald  learn  that  they  belong  to  the  Southern  Confederacy, 
and  the  State  provisional  government  by  its  operations  should  be  seen 
and  not  merely  heard  of. 
I  am,  truly,  &c., 

H.  MAKSHALL, 
Brigadier -General,  G.  8.  Army. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Mississippi,* 

Orenada,  January  3,  1863, 
Lieut.  John  F.  Lumpkin,  Judge-Advocate. 

Lieutenant  :  In  preparing  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  courts 
the  following  facts  should  be  stated :  Each  case  should  be  complete  in 
itself  preceded  by  copy  of  order  convening  the  court;  the  number  of 
members  present  stated,  those  absent  accounted  for;  court  to  be  sworn 
by  judge-advocate,  judge-advocate  by  courts  in  presence  of  the  accused ; 
prisoner  called  upon  to  plead;  each  witness,  his  name,  &c.,  designation 
fully  stated;  name,  rank,  regiment  and  company  of  prisoner  particu- 
larly stated  in  specification,  finding  and  sentence  of  court;  each  case  to 
be  numbered  on  left-hand  margin  of  page,  and  pages  in  each  case  also 
numbered  on  left-hand  margin.  Adjournment  from  day  to  day  should 
be  signed  by  judge-advocate;  each  case  signed  by  judge-advocate  and 
president  of  court;  final  adjournment  by  judge-advocate  and  president 
of  court.  The  judge-advocate  is  authorized  to  rectify  every  irregularity 
which  may  occur  in  the  charges  and  specification. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  MBMMINGER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  Richmond,  Va.,  January  5, 1862. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Genterville,  Va. : 

I  beg  also  to  call  your  attention  to  a  practice  that  is  becoming  too 
prevalent  of  sending  here  prisoners  arrested  on  suspicion  of  being  dis- 
loyal. I  have  no  means  of  enforcing  their  confinement  and  am  com- 
pelled to  discharge  them  as  fast  as  they  come,  or  the  judges  would 
certainly  do  it  by  habeas  corpus.  But  military  commanders  have  the 
right  to  arrest  and  keep  in  confinement  all  dangerous  or  suspected 
persons  prowling  about  their  camps.  It  is  I  know  a  little  troublesome 
to  be  burdened  with  this  class  of  prisoners  in  camp,  but  I  see  nothing 
else  that  can  be  done  with  them.  They  come  here  without  definite 
charges  against  them;  without  any  proof  or  witnesses  and  I  am  utterly 
powerless  to  hold  them  for  you,  I  can  only  therefore  urge  upon  you  a 
stricter  and  less  lenient  apphcation  of  military  law  as  the  sole  resource 
I  see  for  repressing  this  growing  mischief. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 

"  *  This  document  is  out  of  place. 
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Headquarters,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  January  7, 1862. 
Geueral  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. 
Sir  :  General  Carroll  having  left  this  post  yesterday  I  deem  it  my  duty 
to  take  charge  of  the  political  prisoners  now  in  confinement  here.  Their 
number  is  understood  to  be  130 ;  has  lately  been  increasing,  and  with 
others  expected  to  be  captured  soon  I  do  not  see  how  the  court-martial 
is  to  keep  pace  with  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion.  Besides  that  mode 
of  proceeding  is  very  expensive,  and  in  my  opinion  an  eqiially  just  and 
more  summary  disposition  of  those  cases  would  be  attended  with  hap- 
pier results  to  the  Government.  Under  this  conviction  and  acting  in 
the  spirit  of  the  orders  hitherto  received  by  me  I  shall  dissolve  the 
court-martial  convened  by  General  Carroll  on  its  determination  of  the 
few  purely  military  cases  yet  to  be  tried,  and  shall  proceed  with  the  politi- 
cal offenses  as  I  have  heretofore  done  at  Greeneville.  If  this  course  be 
not  approved  by  the  Department  I  beg  to  be  promptly  advised  to  that 
effect  by  telegraph.  Captain  Monsarrat  who  seems  to  be  an  excellent 
officer  is  the  immediate  commander  of  the  post,  and  I  judge  that  there 
will  be  little  occasion  for  interference  with  his  functions  as  such.  Can 
any  more  prisoners  be  received  at  Tuscaloosa? 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LEADBETTER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Bloxjntville,  Tejjn.,  January  10, 1862. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Southern  Confederacy. 
Sir  :  I  am  charged  with  treason  toward  the  Government  of  the  Con- 
federate States  for  which  I  make  an  appeal  to  Your  Excellency  for 
pardon.  I  will  give  you  the  details  of  my  case  in  full.  At  the  time  of 
the  gathering  up  of  the  Union  men  in  Eastern  Tennessee  I  went  into 
camp  and  took  the  office  of  issuing  commissary.  I  staid  in  camp  two 
days  when  the  regiment  left  for  Kentucky,  and  I  being  unwilling  to  go 
with  them  started  home^  and  on  my  way  home  I  learned  that  some 
soldiers  were  lying  in  wait  for  me  to  kill  me.  On  receiving  this  infor- 
mation I  left  in  search  of  refuge.  I  went  to  Kentucky.  On  arriving 
there  and  finding  out  Lincoln's  policy  in  full  it  became  so  obnoxious  to 
me  that  I  returned  to  Tennessee  though  not  to  my  home. 

I  have  turned  aside  to  await  an  answer  from  Tour  Excellency.  I  have 
given  you  the  case  in  full.  You  can  examine  it  and  see  whether  I  am 
guilty  of  a  crime  worthy  of  death  or  not.  If  it  please  you  to  pardon 
me,  I  am  then  willing  to  take  a  position  in  your  army;  and  if  not  I  will 
again  return  to  the  North  but  I  much  prefer  the  South  to  the  North. 
I  await  your  answer  with  patience. 
Your  humble  servant, 

J.  LOON  BY  TAYLOR, 
Hilton's  Post-Office,  Sullivan  Cotmty,  Tenn. 

[iDdorsement.] 

Secretary  of  War: 

It  may  be  well  to  consider  the  propriety  of  a  general  order  or  procla- 
mation to  cover  such  cases  as  this. 

J.  DAVIS. 
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Office  of  the  Secrbtaey  of  the  Oongkess, 

January  13, 1862. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  officially  that  the  Congress  on 
this  day  (to  wit,  January  13)  adopted  the  resolution  a  certified  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  transmitted : 

Beaolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate  to  Congress  by  what 
authority  and  under  -what  law  citizens  of  Tennessee  are  imprisoned  at  Tuscaloosa  or 
other  points  In  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  whether  said  prisoners  or  any  portion  of 
them  have  been  transported  beyond  the  limits  of  their  own  State  without  a  trial, 
and  whether  in  any  instance  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  has  been  suspended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  HOOPEE, 


Secretary  of  the  Congress. 


[Indorsement.] 

Secretary  of  War  for  report. 


J.  D. 


Special  report  on  case  of  W.  H.  Krantz. 


[Richmond,  Va.,J  January  16, 1862. 
Prisoner  says  he  was  born  in  Frederick  Oounty,  Md. ;  lived  there  till 
about  1851  when  he  moved  to  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  to  take  charge  of 
the  mill  of  J.  B.  T.  Caldwell.  In  1853  moved  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Fillmore,  six  miles  from  Middleburg.  Says  he  did  not  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion of  secession ;  intended  to  vote  for  secession,  but  was  absent  on  a 
visit  to  his  mother  in  Maryland.  Says  he  is  a  secessionist.  Is  exempt 
from  military  duty  by  ill-health;  was  exempted  by  order  of  court- 
martial.  Says  when  the  militia  was  called  out  he  was  absent  on  a  visit 
to  a  cousin  in  Jefferson  County  whose  name  is  Henry  Dixon,  Says 
during  the  summer  he  has  been  principally  at  home.  Went  to  Mary- 
land he  thinks  in  August ;  went  by  Harper's  Ferry.  Forded  the  river  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  Found  n  o  enemy  there.  Went  to  Frederick ;  no  force  of 
the  enemy  there ;  saw  some  scattering  ones.  On  his  return  was  stopped 
by  the  enemy's  pickets,  who  would  not  permit  him  to  cross  the  river. 
He  went  to  several  places  and  could  not  get  across.  He  says  those 
Southern  men  told  him  to  wait,  the  Southern  troops  would  soon  be  in 
Maryland.  He  waited  three,  lour,  or  six  weeks ;  then  he  ran  the  block- 
ade. Crossed  the  river  below  Harper's  Ferry.  Met  a  friend  who 
brought  him  over.  Does  not  remember  the  name  of  that  friend.  He 
was  complaining  of  being  stopped.  This  man  took  liim  aside,  told  him 
to  wait  till  night  and  he  would  take  him  over.  He  took  him  over  in  a 
skiff".  Says  he  left  his  horse  with  his  mother.  Says  when  he  was  at 
Frederick  General  Banks  was  once  pointed  out  to  him.  Had  no  com- 
munication with  any  of  the  authorities  of  the  enemy,  civil  or  military. 
Denies  he  sent  dispatches  to  Knoxville.  In  answer  to  questions  he  said 
Doctor  Galleher  represented  himself  to  be  a  Northern  man.  Prisoner 
did  not  like  to  be  bothered  with  Yankees.  Does  not  remember  what  he 
told  Galleher.  Told  him  many  stories  to  decoy  him  and  have  him 
arrested.  Says  he  (prisoner)  returned  home  in  the  latter  part  of  Sep- 
tember. Did  not  leave  home  to  go  any  distance  till  he  was  arrested. 
Refers  to  the  families  of  Benjamin  Walker  and  Beaver  to  prove  truth 
of  this  statement.  Had  no  communication  with  anybody  on  the  other 
side.  On  being  asked  if  he  had  been  offered  a  good  place  on  the  other 
side  he  said  such  an  offer  was  made  him  in  Jefferson.  It  was  when 
Patterson's  command  was  in  Jefferson.    When  he  was  at  his  cousin's 
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in  Jefferson,  Patterson's  army  passed  by.  A  man  whose  name  he  does 
not  recollect  offered  him  a  good  place.  The  offer  was  made  at  Halltown, 
above  Harper's  Ferry.  His  cousin,  Henry  Dixon,  lived  in  Halltown; 
another  cousin,  Joseph  Dixon,  lived  three  miles  above  there.  Another 
man,  Edmund  Allen,  a  relation  of  his  wife,  lived  in  another  part  of  the 
county.  Says  he  was  several  days  in  Jefferson.  Says  the  offer  of  a 
place  in  the  army  was  made  on  the  road.  He  passed  a  tent  in  which 
some  officers  of  the  enemy  were.  Some  one  told  an  officer  to  call  him. 
This  was  on  the  way  from  Harper's  Ferry.  The  enemy's  army  was 
camped  all  the  way.  Prisoner  says  he  was  on  horseback  in  company 
with  a  man  he  did  not  know  who  was  looking  for  a  negro  he  had  lost. 
Prisoner  asked  the  officer  if  he  did  not  want  the  man  who  was  looking 
for  the  negro.  The  officer  asked  prisoner  if  he  did  not  belong  to  Car- 
ter's Loudoun  Cavalry.  Prisoner  said  he  had  belonged  to  it.  Officer 
then  asked  him  to  go  with  them  and  prisoner  refused.  Says  this  was 
on  his  way  home  from  Jefferson.  It  was  in  July,  after  his  grain  was 
stacked.  Says  he  staid  at  home  all  the  time  after  he  was  in  Jefferson 
except  one  trip  to  Maryland.  Went  in  latter  part  of  July  same  route 
by  Harper's  Ferry;  forded  the  river;  some  troops  at  Frederick;  can- 
not tell  who  commanded  them.  Passed  the  pickets  at  Harper's  Ferry. 
Told  them  he  wanted  to  see  his  old  mother.  They  let  him  pass  through. 
Had  no  communication  with  them  or  any  person  connected  with  them. 
Staid  five  or  six  days.  Came  back  the  same  way.  This  was  after  har- 
vest and  after  militia  came  back  home.  Says  he  was  in  Maryland  once 
before  harvest,  twice  since ;  was  twice  in  Jefferson,  once  when  he  visited 
his  relations,  once  when  he  went  to  Maiyland;  then  he  stopped  at  his 
cousin's.  On  this  occasion  says  he  met  the  Henderson  home  guard. 
They  did  not  stop  him ;  they  did  not  know  him ;  he  knew  some  of  them ; 
had  seen  them  at  Halltown;  does  not  remember  any  of  their  names; 
knew  the  mother  and  sister  of  one  of  the  men;  cannot  remember  their 
names.  Says  on  his  last  trip  to  Maryland  met  an  Irishman  going  to 
join  the  Southern  army.  Told  him  what  road  to  take;  cannot  remem- 
ber his  name.  As  to  Carter's  company  says  he  was  discharged  at  the 
time  of  the  John  Brown  raid.  The  discharge  was  confirmed  by  the 
court-martial.  Had  Galleher's  affidavit  shown  him.  He  denied  its 
truth.  Says  Galleher  came  twice  to  see  him,  and  would  not  see  him. 
Galleher  conversed  with  Krantz's  wife.  The  third  night  he  did  see 
Galleher.  Says  he  designed  to  have  him  arrested.  He  proposed  to 
him  to  go  to  Circleville,  but  designed  to  take  him  through  Fetterman 
where  he  could  have  [him]  arrested.  Galleher  had  prisoner  arrested 
before  he  got  to  Fetterman.  Prisoner  says  when  he  was  in  Maryland 
he  was  looked  on  as  a  Southern  spy.  Says  he  wrote  to  President  Davis 
offering  to  procure  information  if  a  pass  was  given  him.  Says  a  party 
of  Mead's  cavalry  came  to  his  house  to  arrest  him,  but  he  was  from 
home;  he  had  gone  to  buy  shingles.  He  then  wrote  to  General  Evans 
offering  to  surrender  himself  if  a  pass  was  given  him.  Evans  told 
Caldwell  he  had  given  him  a  pass.  Says  some  men  from  Virginia 
formed  a  home  guard  in  Maryland.  Says  Working  did  not  join  it  and 
prisoner  would  not. 

I  have  given  this  long  statement  of  Krantz's*  examination,  as  it 
shows  his  inconsistencies  and  prevarications,  and  as  the  circumstances 
of  his  arrest  were  peculiar  I  think  he  should  not  be  discharged. 

S.  S.  BAXTEE, 

Commissioner. 

P.  S. — I  submit  herewith  a  letter  received  from  Krantz  this  morning 

S.  S.  B. 

*  See  p.  1418  for  supplemeutal  report  in  case  of  Kiast& 
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EiOHMOND,  Va.,  January  20, 1862. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 

Sik:  Early  in  May,  1861,  I  heard  of  tbe  action  of  the  Confederate 
States  on  tbe  coast  of  Africa  wliere  I  was  then  doing  duty  in  the 
U.  S.  Navy.  I  immediately  on  hearing  of  the  stand  taken  by  the 
South  resigned  my  commission  in  the  Navy,  but  was  not  able  to  leave 
the  station.  July  10  being  afraid  that  my  former  resignation  had  not 
been  received  I  sent  it  in  for  the  second  time.  On  arriving  in  New 
York  October  12, 1861, 1  received  the  official  communication  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  U.  S.  Navy  that  my  name  had  been  stricken  from  the  rolls 
of  the  Navy.  An  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  was  then 
offered,  on  refusal  of  which  I  was  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette,  thence  to 
Fort  Warren.  On  tbe  10th  of  January  I  was  offered  a  parole  of  thirty 
days  to  come  south  and  endeavor  to  effect  an  exchange  with  a  desig- 
nated person,  namely,  D.  Coni>elly,  of  New  York  Volunteers.  It  was 
also  stipulated  that  if  said  exchange  was  not  procured  I  should  return 
to  Fort  Warren.  I  think  it  proper  to  state  that  I  am  not  willing  to 
accept  this  parole,  and  only  did  it  after  advice  of  many  other  older 
officers  now  prisoners  in  the  fort.  I  am  perfectly  willing  sooner  than 
be  an  instrument  of  unfair  exchange  on  part  of  the  North  to  return 
to  prison,  however  much  1  wish  to  do  what  is  in  my  power  for  the  good 
of  the  South. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

W.  M.  PAGE. 


EiCHMOND,  Va.,  January  20, 1862. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  action  of  the  Confederate  States  I 
resigned  July  10, 1861,  my  commission  as  assistant  surgeon  in  the  U.  S. 
Navy,  at  that  time  being  on  duty  on  board  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war 
Saratoga,  African  Squadron.  On  arriving  at  New  York  October  12, 
1801 , 1  received  a  communication  from  the  U.  S.  Navy  Department 
informing  me  that  my  name  had  been  stricken  from  the  rolls  of  the  U.  S. 
Navy.  I  was  then  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  and  thence  transferred 
October  30,  1861,  to  Fort  Warren,  from  which  place  I  was  released 
January  10,  1862,  on  parole  for  thirty  days  to  be  exchanged  for  Asst. 
Surg.  C.  S.  De  (xraw.  New  York  Volunteers  [Eighth  New  York  State 
Militia],  captured  July  21  at  Manassas,  and  now  on  parole  in  New  York 
City.  I  respectfully  request  that  Asst.  Surg.  0.  S.  De  Graw  be  released 
from  his  parole  in  order  that  I  may  be  placed  in  a  position  to  offer  my 
services  to  the  Confederate  States. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  E.-  LINDSAY, 
Of  Greensboroitgh,  if.  V. 


War  Department,  Richmond,  January  21, 1862. 
Capt.  H.  M.  Bell,  Staunton,  Va. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant  concerning  the  two  prisoners. 
Brooks  and  Smith,  has  been  received.  If  those  men  are  not  citizens  of 
any  one  of  the  Confederate  States  they  had  better  be  tried  before  a 
military  court.    If  on  the  other  hand  they  are  citizens  of  the  Confed- 
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erate  States  they  oaght  to  be  brought  before  the  civil  tribunals.    Of 
course  the  necessary  steps  will  be  taken  to  have  the  attendance  of  the 
witnesses  at  the  time  of  trial. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


EiCHMOND,  January  21, 1862. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sm :  The  letter  of  Colonel  Harness  of  the  12th  January  has  been 
submitted  to  me  and  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  the  examination  of 
all  the  Hardy  [County]  prisoners  able  to  appear  had  been  conducted 
before  its  reception. 

If  injury  has  been  done  by  discharging  persons  who  ought  to  have 
been  retained  no  one  will  regret  it  more  than  I  will.  It  is  true  that  no 
testimony  except  Wilhite's  was  sent  here,  and  no  one  stated  by  Wilhite 
to  belong  to  the  home  guards  was  discharged.  Wilhite  standing  in 
the  place  of  a  deserter  who  had  joined  the  enemy  in  the  piratical  raid 
on  Petersburg  had  on  him  the  double  guilt  of  perjury  and  robbery 
His  testimony  was  therefore  received  with  much  caution.  But  in  every 
case  in  which  he  stated  a  man  was  a  member  of  the  home  guard  evi 
dence  was  found  either  in  the  admissions  of  the  prisoners  or  the  state 
ments  of  other  prisoners  to  hold  the  parties. 

In  the  course  of  the  trials  I  called  on  Colonel  Barber  as  a  witness, 
Four  messages  were  sent  by  me  for  Colonel  Barber  before  he  was  founc 
He  came  before  me  on  my  call  and  as  far  as  I  could  judge  testified  with 
candor  and  fairness.  He  certainly  seemed  to  feel  the  injuries  done  him 
by  Union  men  in  driving  him  from  his  home,  but  gave  his  evidence  as 
far  as  I  could  judge  fairly  and  properly. 

I  know  well  the  great  value  of  Colonel  Harness'  services  to  our  cause 
in  this  region  of  the  State,  and  therefore  will  say  that  in  future  I  hope 
these  services  will  continue  to  be  rendered.  But  in  all  cases  of  sus- 
pected persons  sent  on  here  he  will  make  his  services  more  valuable  if 
he  sends  on  the  charges  on  which  they  were  arrested  and  affidavits  of 
witnesses  who  are  relied  on  to  sustain  the  charges.  This  I  think  will 
be  sufficient  to  authorize  detention  (when  the  causes  of  arrest  are  suffi- 
cient) without  the  delay  and  expense  of  sending  witnesses.  If  prose- 
cutions are  ordered  witnesses  must  be  sent  after  the  Secretary  deter- 
mines to  prosecute. 

I  hope  this  expression  of  my  opinions  will  be  excused. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  BAXTER. 

[InclouaFC.] 

Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Regiment  'Virginia  Militia, 

Moorefield,  January  12, 1862. 
Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. 

Sir  :  Some  time  ago  I  arrested  several  Union  men  whom  I  sent  to 
General  Boggs  who  as  I  have  learned  were  sent  on  to  Richmond;  I 
have  recently  learned  that  some  of  those  sent  by  me  and  others  arrested 
by  other  persons  and  sent  to  Richmond  have  been  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  C  S,  Barber  released.  We  have  been  negligent  in  sundry 
evidence  against  those  arrested  by  me,  supposing  that  summonses  would 
be  sent  here  for  witnesses.    If  subpoenas  are  sent  witnesses  can  be 
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sent  on  to  prove  the  guilt  of  most  of  tliem.  I  merely  suggest  that 
before  a  discharge  be  made  of  any  of  the  prisoners  that  means  be  taken 
to  prove  their  guilt.  We  have  no  one  to  come  forward  as  prosecutor 
and  prosecute.    *    »    * 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  n.  HAENESS, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Regiment  Virginia  Militia. 


Congress  Hall,  January  S5,  1862. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 

Deau  Sir  :  A  case  of  much  diflficulty  has  recently  arisen  in  Arkan- 
sas, and  one  I  fear  without  remedy,  but  its  importance  demands  that 
I  should  confer  with  you  upon  it.  Some  seventy-five  men  have  been 
taken  up  and  brought  before  the  Confederate  camp  at  Little  Eock  for 
treason.  Before  an  investigation  the  judge  and  attorney  believe  a  case 
can  not  be  made  out  against  them  and  they  must  be  discharged,  or  on 
trial  acquitted.  While  every  one  believes  and  feels  and  almost  knows 
they  are  guilty  yet  the  overt  act  can  not  be  made  out  or  proved.  To 
turn  them  back  upon  the  country  thus  would  encourage  them  and  their 
friends  and  dispirit  all  our  own  true  and  loyal  citizens.  The  judge  of 
the  court  suggests  they  had  better  be  turned  over  to  the  military 
authorities.  There  is  no  law  for  this  that  I  know  of,  and  there  can  be  no 
concert  of  action  between  the  civil  and  military  authorities  that  I  know 
of,  and  besides  this  the  civil  law  still  prevails  and  not  the  martial.  On 
consultation  with  the  Attorney-General  he  suggests  the  W^ar  Depart- 
ment alone  can  act  on  this  matter,  I  called  to-day  to  see  you  in  relation 
to  it  but  found  your  office  closed,  and  I  concluded  to  write  to  you  so 
that  you  might  give  the  matter  its  fuU  and  careful  consideration  due 
the  subject;  and  I  hope  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  will  justify  me  in 
thus  troubling  you  for  it  is  of  no  small  moment  to  our  people  in  Arkan- 
sas. I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  in  full  at  an  early  day. 
Yours,  very  truly,  &c., 

A.  H.  GARLAlJfD. 


Navy  Department,  Richmond,  January  28, 1862. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  parole  of 
Mr.  W.  H.  Ward,  late  a  lieutenant  in  U.  S.  Navy,  who  resigned,  was 
arrested  and  imprisoned  for  five  months.  Mr.  Ward  will  take  charge 
of  any  letters  or  dispatches  you  may  have  to  forward  to  General  Huger 
on  the  subject,  and  perform  any  other  duty  which  you  may  require  of 
him  upon  the  subject  of  his  exchange. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Inclosurc] 

Port  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  January  20, 1862. 
I,  W.  H.  Ward,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Warren,  do  pledge  my  word  of 
honor  that  I  will  proceed  without  any  unreasonable  delay  to  Fort  Mon- 
roe, Va.,  and  thence  by  flag  of  truce  to  Norfolk,  and  that  I  will  do  no 
act  hostile  to  the  United  States  or  convey  any  correspondence  or  iufor- 
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mation  beneficial  to  the  insurgents,  and  that  I  will  return  and  surren- 
der myself  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Warren  at  the  expiration 
of  thirty  days  unless  within  that  time  Frederick  E.  Prime,  captain  of 
engineers,  U.  S.  Army,  be  unconditionally  released  and  put  at  liberty 
at  Fort  Monroe,  in  which  event  I  may  consider  myself  discharged  from 

my  parole.  „ 

W.  H.  WAKD. 


Report  of  8.  8.  Baxter  on  oases  referred  back  to  him. 

[EiCHMOND,  Va.,]  JanvMry  29,  1862. 

William  H.  Krantz.— I  return  the  letter  of  H.  W.  Thomas  and  the 
letter  of  Krantz  to  President  Davis,  and  the  safe-conduct  of  General 
Evans  given  to  Krantz.  I  also  send  in  a  letter  received  from  Krantz 
atd  testimonials  of  his  good  conduct  in  prison.  After  examining  and 
reflecting  on  these  papers  I  cannot  perceive  they  throw  any  new  light 
on  the  case.  In  his  examination  Krantz  stated  he  had  written  to  Pres- 
ident Davis  asking  a  protection  to  go  into  Maryland,  and  stated  Mr. 
Caldwell  said  General  Evans  had  given  Mr.  Caldwell  a  letter  of  pro- 
tection for  him.  These  papers  shed  no  new  light  on  character  and 
objects  of  Krantz's  visit  to  Maryland,  or  his  communication  with  per- 
sons there,  or  on  his  conduct  in  Jefferson  County  while  Patterson's 
army  was  there.  The  conversations  with  Doctor  Galleher  took  place 
after  the  date  of  General  Evans'  protection.  As  well  as  I  can  recollect 
Doctor  Galleher's  testimony  is  with  tlie  first.  After  anxious  reflection 
I  do  not  see  that  these  papers  seeni  to  change  my  views  of  Krantz's 
conduct  as  to  justify  any  other  recommendation  than  I  have  already 
matle.* 

In  the  case  of  William  Working,  heretofore  examined,  I  submit  a 
letter  of  Col.  J.  L.  Davis  and  two  letters,  one  from  Judge  Ward,  judge 
of  the  Virginia  judicial  circuit  in  which  Working  lives,  and  one  from 
Mr.  IMcDouald.  Colonel  Davis  says  he  can  exhibit  proof  sufficient  to 
execute  Working  as  a  spy.  These  proofs  have  not  been  exhibited  to 
me  and  I  cannot  therefore  report  them.  I  believe  Working  was 
deeply  involved  in  the  efforts  to  induce  the  enemy  to  invade  that  part 
of  Virginia,  and  I  think  Augustus  Pach  can  give  testimony  which  will 
be  material;  but  what  other  witnesses  might  be  summoned  I  cannot 
say.  I  regret  Colonel  Davis'  letter  which  was  ])laced  in  the  post-office 
only  reached  me  last  week.  In  reference  to  the  letters  of  Judge  Ward 
and  Mr,  McDonald  I  have  to  say  they  have  not  changed  my  opinion  of 
the  course  that  ought  to  be  pursued  with  Working.  But  as  it  appears 
from  Judge  Ward's  letter  that  Working  promises  fall  disclosures  if 
his  statements  will  not  be  used  to  his  prejudice,  and  as  he  may  give 
valuable  information  of  the  mode  of  the  enemy's  operations  in  that  part 
of  Virginia  and  in  Eastern  Kentucky,  1  will  if  approved  by  the  Secre- 
tary examine  him  on  condition  that  nothing  stated  by  him  on  this 
examination  and  not  stated  before  shall  be  used  to  his  injury. 

In  the  Pancoast  caset  I  send  a  letter  written  to  the  Hon.  C.  J.  Faulk- 
ner by  George  L.  Pancoast,  and  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Faulkner.  I  do  not 
see  that  this  letter  throws  any  light  on  the  case. 

S.  S.  BAXTER, 

Commissioner. 

*  See  p.  1113  for  Baxter's  report  on  Krantz. 
t  See  case  of  Pancoast,  p.  1530  et  seq. 
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EiCHMOND,  February  3, 1862. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  Some  four  or  five  weeks  ago  I  had  the  honor  of  communicating 
to  you  a  memorial  of  sundry  persons  now  held  at  West  Point  as  pris- 
oners of  war.  That  memorial  set  forth  certain  grievances  and  asked 
relief.  Having  heard  nothing  from  the  Department  over  which  you 
preside  in  reference  to  that  communication  I  respectfully  request  to  be 
informed  what  action  if  any  has  been  had  on  the  said  memorial  and 
what  expectation  the  said  memorialists  may  longer  indulge  of  having 
their  condition  corrected,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  JUDSON  CRANE. 

[Indorsement.] 

Have  inquired  into  the  matter  and  find  that  they  have  been  com- 
municating with  the  enemy  and  cannot  safely  be  discharged  while  our 
troops  occupy  the  Peninsula. 

[J.  P.  BENJAMIN.] 

War  Department,  Richmond,  February  3, 1862. 
A.  J.  Crane,  Esq.,  Richmond,  Va. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  the  Secretary  of  War 
directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  inquired  into  the  matter  to  which  you 
refer  and  finds  that  the  persons  held  as  prisoners  at  West  Point  have 
been  communicating  with  the  enemy  and  cannot  safely  be  discharged 
while  our  troops  occupy  the  Peninsula. 
Eespectfully, 

A.  T.  BLEDSOE, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  War. 


EiCHMOND,  February  5,  1862. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  thatall  the  citizen  prisoners  now 
confined  here  have  been  examined  except  three  waiting  further  proof 
and  three  who  are  to  be  exchanged.  In  the  course  of  these  examina- 
tions matters  have  come  to  my  knowledge  in  relation  to  matters  in 
Western  Virginia  which  make  me  desire  a  brief  conversation  with  the 
Secretary  at  such  time  as  he  may  appoint. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  S.  BAXTEE. 


Headqitartees  Department  of  Norfolk, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  February  8,  1802. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  Mr.  W.  H.  Ward,  late  lieutenant,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  was  released  on 
]>arole  for  thirty  days  from  Fort  Warren  on  condition  that  within  that 
time  Capt.  F.  E.  Prime,  U.  S.  Army,  be  sent  to  Fort  Monroe.  As 
Capt.  J.  T.  Drew,  Second  Vermont  Eegiment,  had  been  offered  for  Mr. 
Ward  this  proposal  was  declined.  I  now  find  that  the  condition  upon 
which  Mr.  Ward  was  released  was  made  several  days  before  my  offer 
of  Captain  Drew  and  therefore  he  ought  to  return  to  Fort  Warren 
unless  Captain  Prime  is  sent  in  his  stead.  As  the  exchange  of  Captain 
Prime  for  Mr.  Ward  is  a  fair  one  I  will  inform  General  Wool  that  Cap- 
tain Prime  will  be  sent  to  him  as  soon  as  he  can  arrive  at  this  place, 
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and  I  beg  that  you  will  direct  Captain  Prime  to  be  sent  here.  Captain 
Drew  will  be  exchanged  for  one  of  the  captains  now  on  their  way  here 
from  Fort  Warren. 

Very  resijectfdlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Heabqtjaetbrs  Forty-pifth  Virginia  Eegiment, 

Mercer  Countij,  Va.,  February  17, 18G2. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

General  :  Tonr  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  in  Raleigh,  Fayette 
and  the  neighboring  counties  the  U.  S.  forces  are  carrying  oft'  citizens 
in  large  numbers  as  prisoners  of  war;  not  only  those  who  sympathize 
with  and  are  loyal  to  the  Confederacy  but  also  many  of  the  TJnion  men. 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  these  men  are  taken  prisoners  with  a  view 
to  their  being  exchanged  for  their  prisoners  of  war  now  in  the  custody 
of  the  Confederate  Government.  This  opinion  is  strengthened  by  the 
late  action  of  the  Federal  Government  in  seeking  an  exchange  of  pris- 
oners in  greater  numbers  than  heretofore. 

I  deem  this  subject  of  sufficient  importance  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  matter  in  order  to  guard  the  Confederate  Government  from  having 
the  men  thus  taken  imposed  on  them  in  exchange  for  prisoners  of  war 
taken  in  arms  against  the  Confederacy. 

I  am,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  PETERS, 
JAeutenant-Golonel,  Gommamding  Forty-fifth  Virginia  Regiment. 


PROCil.AMATION. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  lias  by  law  vested 
in  the  President  the  power  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in 
cities  in  danger  of  attack  by  the  enemy: 

Now  therefore  I,  Jefterson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  do  hereby  proclaim  that  martial  law  is  extended  over  the 
cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  and  the  surrounding  country  to  the  dis- 
tance of  ten  miles  from  said  cities,  and  all  civil  jurisdiction  and  the 
privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  are  hereby  declared  to  be  sus- 
pended within  the  limits  aforesaid. 

This  proclamation  will  remain  in  force  until  otherwise  ordered. 

In  faith  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  at  the  city  of 
Richmond  on  this  27tl)  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


War  Department,  Richmond,  Va.,  March  5, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  B,  Huger,  Norfoll:,  Va. 

Sir:  Martial  law  having  been  declared  in  Norfolk  under  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  he  desires  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  various 
measures  which  he  hopes  will  at  once  be  vigorously  executed: 

First.  Some  leading  and  reliable  citizen  to  be  appointed  provost- 
marshal  in  Norfolk  and  another  in  Portsmouth.  In  the  former  city  he 
suggests  the  mayor,  said  to  be  a  zealous  friend  of  our  cause. 

Second.  All  arms  to  be  required  to  be  given  up  by  the  citizens;  pri- 
vate arms  to  be  paid  for. 
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Tliird.  The  whole  male  population  to  be  enrolled  for  military  service; 
all  stores  and  shops  to  be  closed  at  12  or  1  o'clock  and  the  whole  of  the 
citizens  forced  to  drill  and  undergo  instructions. 

Fourth.  The  citizens  so  enrolled  to  be  armed  with  the  arms  given  up 
and  with  those  of  infantry  now  in  service  at  batteries. 

Fifth.  Send  away  as  rapidly  as  can  be  done  without  exciting  panic 
all  women  and  children  and  reduce  your  population  to  such  as  can  aid 
in  defense. 

Sixth.  Give  notice  that  all  merchandise,  cotton,  tobacco,  &c.,  not 
wanted  for  military  use  be  sent  away  within  the  given  time  or  it  will 
be  destroyed. 

Seventh.  Imprison  all  persons  against  whom  there  is  well-grounded 
suspicion  of  disloyalty. 

Eighth.  Purchase  all  supplies  in  the  district  that  can  be  made  useful 
for  your  army,  allowing  none  to  be  carried  away  that  you  might  want 
in  the  event  that  the  city  is  beleaguered. 

In  executing  these  orders  you  will  of  course  use  your  own  discre- 
tion so  to  act  as  to  avoid  creating  panic  as  far  as  possible. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Secretary  of  War. 

[For  various  proclamations  and  orders  suspending  civil  jurisdiction 
and  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  X,  Part  II,  pp.  298, 
402, 484,  and  Vol.  XI,  Part  III,  p.  386.] 


New  Orleans,  La.,  March  12, 1862. 
Jeffekson  Davis,  President: 

In  our  opinion  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  should  be  suspended  imme- 
diately in  New  Orleans.  We  beg  that  you  will  declare  martial  law  here 
at  once,  or  authorize  General  Lovell  to  do  so.    Answer. 

THOMAS  O.  MOOEE, 

Governor. 
E.  W.  MOISE, 

E.  Judge. 
M.  LOVELL, 

Major- Oeneral. 

EiCHMOND,  Va.,  March  13, 1862. 
Governor  Thomas  O.  Mookb, 

New  Orleans,  La. : 
You  are  requested  to  proclaim  martial  law  in  my  name  over  the 
parishes  of  Orleans,  Jefferson,  Saint  Bernard  aiid  Plaquemine. 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 


Auditor's  Office,  April  10, 1862. 
S.  S.  Baxter,  Esq. 

Sir:  At  your  instance  I  commit  to  writing  my  knowledge  of  the 
remaining  prisoners  from  Fairfax  County  who  are  to  undergo  an 
examination: 

James  O.  Wren  is  a  native  of  that  county  and  has  hved  all  his  life 
in  that  and  the  adjoining  counties,  the  most  of  the  time  in  Fairfax.  I 
have  known  him  upward  of  twenty-flve  years.  He  is  a  very  respectable 
man  and  a  good  citizen,  free  from  difllculties  and  reliable.    He  voted 
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for  the  ordinance  of  secession  and  I  should  suppose  is  as  loyal  and 
true  as  any  man  in  the  country. 

Cornelius  White  is  from  the  North.  He  has  been  living  in  Virginia 
for  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  near  the 
Court- House  and  is  regarded  by  all  who  know  him  as  a  harmless,  inof- 
fensive man.  He  has  frequently  spoken  to  me  of  his  position  in  refer- 
ence to  our  present  difficulties  and  he  has  uniformly  declared  that  he 
regarded  himself  as  identified  with  the  South  and  that  he  would  share 
its  destiny.  I  remember  that  last  summer  whilst  the  army  was  in  the 
neighborhood  there  was  a  general  suspicion  of  the  Northern  men  and 
this  old  man  at  my  instance,  with  a  view  of  releasing  himself  from  sus- 
picion, took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States.  I  do  not 
think  that  he  would  violate  that  obligation. 

Mr.  1.  Wybert  is  from  the  North.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  farm.  Is  a 
steady,  industrious  man  and  since  he  has  been  in  Virginia,  near  some 
ten  or  twelve  years,  he  has  always  borne  the  reputation  of  a  good 
citizen  and  a  reliable  man. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  THOMAS. 

[Indoreement.] 

I  have  known  the  persons  referred  to  by  Mr.  Thomas  in  the  foregoing 
statement  for  some  years.  They  all  reside  in  the  county  of  Fairfax  and 
are  owners  of  property  there  and  are  respectable  men  and  good  citizens. 
1  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Wybert  last  summer  in  which  he  stated 
that  all  his  interests  were  in  Virginia  and  that  he  would  stand  by  the 
South.    I  concur  generally  in  the  statement  of  Mr.  Thomas. 

O.  W.  HUNTT. 


Obdebs,  )  Hdqes.  Louisiana  Militia,  Adjt.  Gen.'s  Office, 
No.  530.  )  N'ew  Orleans,  April  12, 1862. 

I.  Information  having  been  given  to  the  governor  and  commander- 
in-chief  that  secret  meetings  of  disloyal  men  in  the  parishes  of  Natchi- 
toches and  Sabine,  and  that  societies  and  clubs  exist  composed  of 
citizens  of  those  parishes  who  deny  any  complicity  in  our  present  revo- 
lution but  assert  a  desire  to  restore  the  Union  and  commit  sundry  other 
acts  of  disaffection  and  disloyalty  to  the  present  Government,  Brig. 
Gen.  John  B.  Smith,  commanding  the  Tenth  Brigade,  will  ascertain 
the  chiefs  among  these  men — those  who  have  been  conspicuous  and 
diligent  in  enticing  others  into  the  snare  and  leading  them  on  to  the 
avowal  of  these  treasonable  schemes.  He  will  cause  the  arrest  of  the 
ringleaders  and  send  them  to  these  headquarters  under  a  sufficient 
guard,  and  will  if  deemed  necessary  try  and  properly  punish  those 
who  have  been  less  active. 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  John  L.  Lewis,  commanding  State  militia,  will  issue  an 
order  to  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Smith  without  delay. 

By  order  of  Thos.  O.  Moore,  governor  and  commander-in-chief: 

M.  GRIVOT, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


War  Department,  Richmond,  April  16, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Richmond,  Va. 
Sir  :  You  will  cause  the  three  French  officers,  De  Beaumont,  Cypreini 
and  Vifguerin,  to  be  carried  before  the  court  of  inquiry  now  in  ses- 
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sion  under  an  order  obtained  if  necessary  from  the  Adjutant-General. 
The  inquiry  with  respect  to  them  may  be  the  same  as  in  the  case  of 
political  prisoners. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  W.  EANDOLPH. 

Secretary  of  War. 

Headquarters,  Knoxville,  Term.,  May  3, 186S. 
J.  \i.  Taylor,  Esq., 

Deputy  Provost-Marshal  for  Bradley  and  Polk  Counties. 
Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  30th  ultimo  has  been  received.  I  sent  you 
some  blank  passports  yesterday.  In  reference  to  parties  visiting  the 
near  towns  or  border  counties  of  Georgia  for  a  few  days  you  can  issue 
them  upon  your  own  responsibility,  but  would  advise  you  to  be  very 
rigid  in  questioning  such  applicants.  When  application  is  made  for 
passports  to  visit  any  other  State  they  must  be  referred  to  these  head- 
quarters. If  you  find  parties  from  other  districts  you  must  demand 
their  passports.  If  they  have  none  they  must  satisfy  you  of  their 
standing.  If  they  know  no  one  in  your  district  and  are  suspicions 
characters  they  must  refer  you  to  some  party  in  their  own  district  to 
identify  them.  Make  no  arrests  unless  j'ou  are  forced  to  do  so  by 
urgent  necessity.  Use  your  power  with  delicacy  yet  firmness;  keep 
yourself  well  posted  as  regards  the  movements  of  suspicious  Union 
men,  and  any  important  event  transpiring  communicate  to  these  head- 
quarters. If  you  should  need  any  assistants  report  to  me  the  names 
of  efficient  soldiers  stationed  or  in  your  district  on  furlough.  The  sal- 
ary of  your  office  has  not  as  yet  been  determined.  Your  rank  is  deputy 
provost-marshal.  Allow  no  soldiers  to  be  in  your  district  (unless  on 
duty)  without  a  furlough.  If  you  find  any  arrest  and  report  to  this 
office.  In  no  case  grant  passports  to  persons  desiring  to  pass  toward 
the  enemy's  line.  Keep  an  account  of  your  postage  till  we  get  fully 
organized. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  M.  OHUEOHWELL, 
Colonel  and  Provost- Marshal. 


Headquarters  Department  of  East  Tennessee, 

Office  Provost-Marshal, 

Knoxville,  May  7,  1803. 
J.  E.  Taylor,  Deputy  Provost- Marshal,  Cleveland,  Tenn. : 

Yours  of  the  6th  instant  by  Captain  Jones  is  to  hand.  You  will  call 
on  the  cai)tain  of  cavalry  at  Cleveland  to  assist  Captain  Jones  to  arrest 
any  of  his  own  men  and  to  arrest  any  citizen  that  is  endeavoring  to 
persuade  soldiers  to  desert  their  companies  and  join  the  enemy  when 
the  proof  shows  that  they  are  doing  it.  You  will  not  allow  men  that 
have' been  to  Kentucky  to  return  home  for  the  purpose  of  getting  men  to 
return  there  with  them.  As  regards  whisky  I  refer  you  to  the  procla- 
mation of  General  Smith. 
Eespectfully, 

W.  M.  CHUECHWELL, 

Colonel  and  Provost- Marshal. 
By  E.  M.  BEAEDEK, 

Assistant  Provost-Marshal. 
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Headquarters,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  May  8,  1862. 
Mr.  John  L.  M.  French,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  5th  instant  is  to  hand.  The  political  prisoners 
you  mention  can  be  released  under  the  consideration  that  they  will  each 
give  a  bond  (a  copy*  of  which  I  inclose  you)  signed  by  a  good  Southern 
man,  provided  such  prisoner  or  prisoners  have  not  heretofore  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Southern  Confederacy.  Of  course  you  must 
require  good  Southern  men  to  indorse  the  bonds  and  return  same  to 
these  headquarters. 
EespectfuUy, 

W.  M.  CHURCHWBLL, 

Colonel  and  Provost- Marshal. 


Headquarters  Department  of  East  Tennessee, 

Office  Provost-Marshal,  May  11,  1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Barton. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  shall  issue  a  circular  in  a  few  days  to  deputy  provost- 
marshals  by  order  of  the  major-general  commanding  suspending  the 
operation  of  the  conscript  bill  in  East  Tennessee.  I  have  an  idea  to 
order  the  deputy  provost-marshal  in  every  county  or  district  to  have  a 
deputy  in  every  civil  district  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  at  the 
coming  judicial  election.  What  do  you  think  of  it?  Will  not  this 
enable  us  to  see  really  who  are  with  us  and  who  against  us? 
EespectfuUy,  your  friend, 

W.  M.  CHUECHWELL, 

Colonel  and  Provost-Marshal. 


War  Department,  Richmond,  May  13, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder,  Richmond,  Va. 

Sir:  You  will  dispose  of  the  prisoners  named  as  follows:  J.  W.  But- 
ler, to  be  turned  over  to  Governor  Letcher  as  a  prisoner  of  the  State  of 
Virginia;  J.  Murphy,  to  be  retained  as  a  prisoner;  William  FoUyn,  to 
be  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  volunteering; 
William  Marsh,  to  be  discharged  upon  taking  oath  of  allegiance  and 
volunteering;  Coleman  E.  Brown,  to  be  confided  to  his  daughter  on 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  on  giving  his  parole  not  to  go  within 
the  lines  of  the  enemy,  and  transportation  be  furnished  to  his  daughter 
and  himself  to  his  son's  family;  W.  H.  Churchill,  to  be  permitted  to 
volunteer;  W.  H.  Hooper,  to  be  permitted  to  volunteer;  J.  P.  Mitchell, 
to  be  permitted  to  volunteer;  A.  Norton  is  a  wagon  maker,  to  be  put 
to  work  as  you  or  the  Ordnance  Bureau  may  approve;  Matthias  Spoo, 
to  be  permitted  to  volunteer;  P.  C.  Stattey,  to  be  permitted  to  volun- 
teer; J.  Wilson,  to  be  permitted  to  volunteer;  Evan  Wilhill,  inquiry 
to  be  made  to  ascertain  his  sentence;  Charles  Parrington,  to  be  held 
as  a  prisoner  of  war;  William  Sherry,  to  be  held  as  a  prisoner;  Wil- 
liam Cruikshanks,  to  be  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance* 
John  W.  Cruikshanks,  to  be  discharged,  but  he  is  subject  to  the  con- 
scription act;  William  Martin,  to  be  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance;  Austin  A.  Eiue,  to  be  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath  of 

*  Not  found. 
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allegiauce;  J.  F.  Cutlip,  to  be  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance ;  S.  B.  Cutlip,  to  be  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  volunteering;  S.  W.  Cutler,  to  be  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance;  J.  Douglas,  to  be  discharged;  John  Davis,  to  be  dis- 
charged upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance;  G.  W.  Miller,  to  be  sent 
to  General  Lee ;  Wickham  Dixon,  to  be  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  to  be  employed  as  a  shipbuilder ;  J.  Owen,  to  be  dis- 
charged on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  to  be  employed  as  a 
shipbuilder;  Samuel  Trader,  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiauce  and  to  be  employed  as  a  shipbuilder;  J.  W.  Dixon,  to  be 
discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  to  be  employed  as  a 
shipbuilder;  Michael  Dixon,  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance;  William  Gladstone,  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  to  be  employed  as  a  carpenter  or  to  volunteer;  John 
Monroe,  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance;  Samuel 
Gordon,  to  be  turned  over  to  Governor  Letcher  as  a  State  prisoner; 
George  Ryan,  to  be  held  as  a  prisoner;  Joseph  Snapp,  to  be  permitted 
to  volunteer;  Peter  Couse,  to  be  held  as  a  prisoner;  Thomas  If.  Fisher, 
to  be  permitted  to  volunteer  in  the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment,  where 
he  has  relations;  William  Stallins,  to  be  permitted  to  volunteer;  Daniel 
Hunt,  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance;  Elias  Love,  to 
be  held  as  a  prisoner;  John  Rowzie,  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance;  Samuel  T.  Walker,  to  be  discharged  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance;  Daniel  Watkins,  to  be  held  as  a  prisoner;  Wil- 
liam P.  Speer,  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
agreeing  not  to  go  to  our  lines  or  encampments;  Isaac  Wybert,  to  be 
held  as  a  prisoner;  James  Oscar  Wren,  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  agreeing  not  to  go  to  any  place  in  the  vicinity  of 
our  camps;  0.  White,  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance; 
W.  P.  Flood,  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance;  James 
E.  McOabe,  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance;  William 
Ayres,  to  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war;  E.  Githen,  to  be  held  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war;  Daniel  Paterson,  to  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war;  B.  F. 
Copeland,  to  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war;  F.  B.  Ooburn,  to  be  held 
as  a  prisoner  of  war;  John  Hale,  to  be  permitted  to  volunteer  and  to 
be  turned  over  to  Colonel  Baldwin  of  Fifty-second  Regiment  Virginia 
Volunteers;  John  Beary,  to  be  permitted  to  volunteer  and  turned  over 
to  Colonel  Baldwin,  &c. ;  John  Swank,  to  be  permitted  to  volunteer  and 
to  be  turned  over  to  Colonel  Baldwin  of  Fifty-second  Regiment  Virginia 
Volunteers;  Samuel  Berry,  George  W.  Swisher,  Albert  Michael,  James 
Jacobs,  Charles  Rodgers,  J.  Showalter,  D.  H.  Myers,  Samuel  W.  Hale, 
Jacob  ifeuwander,  Manasseh  Heatwoh,  Henry  M.  Wanger,  Jacob  Quick, 
John  Huff,  Daniel  Frame,  S.  Sawger,  Rush  Rhodes,  John  Swisher,  John 
McCnlley,  Jacob  F.  Semmes,  James  W,  PuUen,  Preston  S.  Humbert, 
Jacob  Sinter,  Jacob  Wanger,  to  be  permitted  to  volunteer  and  to  be 
turned  over  to  Colonel  Baldwin  of  Fifty-second  Regiment  Virginia  Vol- 
unteers; C.  H.  Kellogg,  to  be  placed  on  his  parole  not  to  give  informa- 
tion of  any  kind  of  anything  he  may  see  here,  to  be  permitted  to  have 
the  liberty  of  the  city  under  police  surveillance. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  BLEDSOE, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
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Heahquarters  Department  of  Bas'J'  Tennessee, 

Office  Provost  Marshal, 
Knoxville,  Term.,  May  13,  1862. 
J.  H.  Huff,  Bepot  Agent,  Bed  Clay,  Ga. : 

Citizens  of  your  State  wishing  to  visit  any  station  on  the  East  Ten- 
nessee and  Georgia  Raihoad  soutli  of  this  place  can  do  so  upon  your 
Avritteu  certificate  of  their  lovaltv  to  the  Confederate  Government. 

W.  M.  CHURCHWELL, 
Colonel  and  Provost-Marshal. 


War  Department,  Richmond,  May  15,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Winder, 

Commanding  Department  of  Henrico,  Richmond,  Va. 
Sir:  You  will  dispose  of  the  prisoners  named  below  as  follows: 
Burnham  Davis,  to  be  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance; 
L.  Garing,  to  be  held  as  a  prisoner;  A.  Heflin,  to  be  discharged  and 
emijloyed  as  a  carpenter  if  there  be  work  for  liim;  J.  Light,  to  be  held 
as  a  prisoner;  B.  Lambert,  to  be  discharged  and  sent  to  Colonel  Baldwin 
on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  be  permitted  to  join  some  regiment 
in  Jackson's  brigade;  James  B.  Lambert  to  be  discharged  upon  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance;  S.  Morris,  to  be  retained ;  Thomas  Meeks,  to  be 
held  as  a  prisoner  of  war ;  H.  Powell,  to  be  permitted  to  volunteer  in  the 
Tenth  Virginia  Regiment  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance;  William  C. 
Smith,  to  be  held  a?  a  prisoner;  George  Young,  to  be  held  as  a  pris 
oner;  Henry  Yancey,  to  be  discharged  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance and  pledging  upon  his  parole  of  honor  not  to  visit  our  frontier 
until  the  conflict  is  over;  L.  0.  Mains,  to  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  BLEDSOE, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Knoxville,  May  19, 1862. 
Col.  W.  M.  CHURCHWELL,  Pvovost- Marshal. 

Sir  :  As  per  your  order  of  the  13th  instant  I  proceeded  to  Madison, 
Ga.,  and  released  the  prisoners  whose  signatures  are  appended  to  the 
oath  I  herein*  hand  you.  My  instructions  were  to  "release  no  man 
who  had  before  taken  the  oath;"  and  to  discriminate  between  those 
that  had  or  had  not  taken  the  oath,  I  had  this  oath  administered  to 
them: 

That  you  shall  make  true  answers  to  the  questions  I  shall  ask  you  in  reference  to 
your  having  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  constitutiou  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America.     So  help  you  God. 

I  then  asked  them  if  they  had  taken  said  oath  and  in  every  case  was 
answered  in  the  negative.  As  soon  as  they  had  all  taken  and  signed 
the  oath  as  per  orders  I  turned  them  all  over  to  Mr.  T.  J.  Jarnagin. 
In  looking  over  my  list  I  found  that  several  were  never  there,  several 
are  dead,  and  some  have  volunteered ;  and  I  would  advise  that  a  state- 
ment be  made  by  Captain  Calhoun  of  all  the  prisoners  that  are  or  have 
been  there— when  released  and  by  whose  order.  I  find  also  their  sani- 
tary condition  to  be  extremely  bad.     There  are  a  great  many  sick  and 

*  Not  fonnd. 
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no  physician  to  attend  them  that  is  at  all  skilled.    My  expenditures  ou 
the  road  amounted  to  $8.     I  consulted  with  the  prisoners  before  their 
release  but  could  find  out  nothing  important  enough  to  include  in  this 
rei)ort. 
The  above  report,  colonel,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  M.  BBARDEN, 
Lieutenant,  Company  B,  Thirty-ninth  North  Carolina  Troops. 


Wae  Department,  Richmond,  May  31,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Winder,  Richmond,  Va. 

Sib  :  You  will  dispose  of  the  prisoners  named  below  as  follows :  Henry 
Yancey  to  be  retained  as  a  prisoner;  Wyatt,  Eomines  and  Levins  to  be 
released  in  exchange  for  the  following  citizens  of  Kanawha  County  who 
are  now  on  parole  and  threatened  to  be  rearrested  if  Wyatt,  &c.,  are 
not  discharged:  Alexander  T.  Laidly,  J.  D.  W.  Glarkson,  E.  W.  Clark- 
son,  John  P.  Anderson,  Perry  A.  Groves. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  BLEDSOE, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Memoranda  of  Various  Political  Arrests — From  Reports  of  Confederate  Com- 
missioners. 

J.  Allison  Byster. — He  is  a  Pennsylvanian  and  a  resident  of  Cham- 
bersburg.  He  is  a  wealthy  merchant,  well  known  in  Baltimore;  addicted 
sometimes  to  intemperance.  He  voted  for  Lincoln,  but  declares  that 
he  was  entirely  opposed  to  the  war.  He  acted  as  a  sutler  in  some  sort 
to  Patterson's  army,  selling  it  a  large  amount  of  goods  on  account  of 
which  there  is  still  due  to  him  he  says  about  $11,000,  to  collect  which 
he  says  he  followed  that  army  into  Virginia,  where  he  was  arrested  at 
the  instance  of  his  conuection,  Jonas  Chauiberlin,  of  Frederick  County, 
whose  affidavit  is  herewith  returned.  Chamberlin  says  that  Eyster 
came  to  his  house  very  drunk,  and  came  into  Virginia  in  a  drunken 
frolic  under  Patterson's  pass.  I  see  no  reason  to  detain  Eyster  unless 
as  a  hostage  for  the  safety  of  our  people  who  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

Thomas  Roberts.— He  wae  a  member  of  the  Wheeling  Convention  of 
May,  18G1.  He  is  impenitent,  and  says  that  he  will  not  now  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States.  He  ought  to  be  turned 
over  to  the  State  authorities  to  be  tried  for  treason  against  Virginia,  or 
indicted  in  the  Confederate  court  at  Richmond  for  treason  against  the 
Confederate  Governmerrt.    The  first  would  perhaps  be  the  safest  course. 

A.  H.  Lee.— He  was  arrested  in  Maryland  as  a  spy  and  sent  over  at 
Mathias  Point.  He  is  by  birth  a  Northern  man.  His  wife  he  says  was 
born  in  Virginia  near  Occoquan.  After  much  cross-examination  and 
evasion  on  his  part  he  finally  confessed  that  he  was  in  the  pay  of  the 
Lincoln  Government  as  a  painter  in  the  navy-yard  at  $40,  and  was  sent 
by  Captain  Dahlgren  down  to  Port  Tobacco,  in  Maryland,  to  look 
around  and  report  as  to  persons  and  things  crossing  at  Matbias  Point 
to  Virginia.    He  ought  to  be  detained. 
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Solomon  Banks. — A  free  negro  of  very  light  complexion ;  was  arrested 
near  Bethel  on  the  day  of  the  battle.  He  says  that  he  just  returned 
from  Pig's  Point  where  he  had  been  at  work  on  the  fortifications; 
denies  all  complicity  with  and  sympathy  with  the  enemy,  and  says  that 
he  supposes  he  was  taken  for  a  white  man.  There  is  nothing  before 
me  to  attach  any  suspicion  to  him  except  the  mere  fact  of  his  arrest 
and  commitment,  and  I  recommend  his  discharge  unless  some  further 
evidence  be  adduced  against  him. 

Arnold  Harris. — The  Government  is  in  possession  of  the  main  facts  of 
his  case.  Nothing  new  appeared  before  me  except  some  testimony  con- 
firmatory of  the  truth  of  the  declarations  of  Harris  that  he  is  entirely 
loyal  to  the  South  in  which  he  was  born.  His  family  and  connections 
are  in  Kentucky.  Upon  the  evidence  before  me  I  recommend  his  dis- 
charge as  an  act  of  justice  as  well  as  policy. 

H.  Magraw. — The  Government  is  in  possession  of  the  facts  of  his  case 
also  for  the  most  part.  The  additional  testimony  before  me  consisted, 
first,  of  the  statements  and  declarations  of  the  prisoner  that  he  is  now 
and  always  has  been  a  Democrat  of  the  Southern  school ;  always  opposed 
to  Lincoln  and  his  party  and  their  principles;  a  justlfler  of  the  right  of 
secession  and  of  the  exercise  of  it  by  the  Southern  States,  and  the  oppo- 
nent at  all  times  of  coercion.  The  Hon.  Howell  Cobb,  Clay- 
ton and  Robert  Tyler,  esqrs.,  were  summoned  before  me  and  examined 
at  the  instance  of  the  prisoner,  and  they  all  testified  strongly  and  with- 
out qualification  in  favor  of  the  high  personal  character  of  the  prisoner 
and  in  confirmation  of  his  statements.  Mr.  Tyler's  testimony  came 
down  to  a  very  late  period  before  he  was  driven  from  Pennsylvania. 
The  prisoner  now  declares  that  ft  was  his  purpose  to  return  to  his 
native  State  of  Maryland  to  reside  and  that  he  will  not  live  under  the 
Northern  Government,  and  adds  that  if  his  imprisonment  can  in  any 
manner  benefit  the  Southern  cause  is  willing  to  continue  in  confine- 
ment. He  was  a  contractor  for  transportation  under  Mr.  Buchanan, 
and  his  contract  was  renewed  by  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  while  he 
was  acting  as  Quartermaster-General  of  the  United  States  after  the 
election  of  Lincoln.    I  recommend  the  discharge  of  Mr.  Magraw. 

Euel  Thomas  and  Leander  Mank. — Common  laborers  who  have  been 
employed  for  several  years  in  getting  timber  on  the  Pamunkey  and 
Mattapony  Rivers  in  Virginia  for  Yankee  employers.  They  are  Yankees 
from  Maine  and  were  arrested  on  the  Rappahaimock  on  the  way  home, 
as  they  say.  One  of  them  seems  to  be  a  shrewd  fellow.  Their 
employer  has  been  permitted  to  go  home,  they  say,  by  way  of  Nashville 
since  they  have  been  in  prison,  but  he  was  ignorant  of  their  confine- 
ment. No  act  of  impropriety  is  alleged  [against]  the  prisoners,  and  I 
see  no  reason  for  their  detention  unless  the  Government  chooses  to 
detain  them  as  hostages.    If  discharged  they  should  be  paroled. 

O.  C.  Staunton. — A  deserter  from  Mott's  U.  S.  artillery  which  he 
says  he  joined  in  Baltimore  because  he  heard  it  was  coming  into  Vir- 
ginia, and  he  could  thus  cross  the  lines  and  then  desert.  That  company 
was  stationed,  however,  at  the  north  end  of  the  Chain  Bridge  and  did 
not  come  into  Virginia,  and  he  deserted  across  the  Eastern  Branch  of 
the  Potomac  and  got  to  Mathias  Point,  where  he  crossed  into  Virginia 
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and  delivered  himself  to  General  Holmes,  by  whom  he  was  permitted  to 
go  to  Fredericksburg  where  he  joined  a  volunteer  company  then  being 
raised.  He  has  been  a  skipper  on  the  Southern  coast.  Says  he  mar- 
ried in  North  Carolina  and  has  a  child  now  living  there,  his  wife  being 
dead.  There  is  nothing  before  me  showing  any  charge  against  him, 
and  I  recommend  that  inquiry  be  made  of  General  Holmes  why  he  was 
sent  to  Richmond,  and  unless  something  be  shown  against  him  that  he 
be  discharged  unless  it  be  deemed  proper  to  detain  him  as  a  hostage. 

L.  L.  Widgen. — Says  that  he  is  a  New  Yorker  by  birth  but  a  resident 
of  Richmond,  where  he  enlisted  in  Peyton's  artillery,  now  under  General 
Magruder.  He  says  he  has  been  tried  and  iJunished  for  resisting  his 
captain,  but  he  does  not  know  and  there  is  nothing  before  me  to  show 
cause  why  he  has  been  imprisoned.  It  seems  to  me  that  his  captain 
ought  to  be  required  to  account  satisfactorily  for  his  imprisonment  or 
take  him  back  to  duty. 

Thomas  Alexander. — A  native  of  Hampshire  County,  Va.  Says  that 
he  was  a  member  of  Capt.  E.  M.  Armstrong's  company  and  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Eoniney  and  paroled.  He  went  to  the  army  at  Winchester 
and  was  told  he  had  better  come  to  Richmond  to  get  employment  as  he 
could  not  fight.  He  knows  no  reason  for  his  imprisonment  and  there 
is  no  charge  against  him.  I  recommend  that  he  be  liberated  and 
employed. 

Benjamin  Gemeny. — A  Virginian  professing  to  reside  in  Baltimore. 
He  was  arrested  as  a  dangerous  and  traitorous  person.  See  Mr.  Beale's 
statement  herewith  filed.  The  examination  of  the  prisoner  satisfied  me 
that  he  was  a  spy  and  ought  to  be  detained  therefor. 

Allen  Leonard. — Says  that  he  is  a  New  Yorker  by  birth  but  a  resi- 
dent engraver  of  Richmond.  He  is  a  fool.  A  crazy  Union  man  who 
was  arrested  and  committed  for  expressing  a  strong  desire  for  reunion. 
He  says  that  he  is  utterly  opposed  to  war  and  equally  opposed  to  dis- 
union; that  he  was  [for]  reunion  but  he  cannot  conceive  how  it  is  to 
be  accomplished.  He  says  that  Major  Tomlin  arrested  him  at  West 
Point.  It  may  be  well  to  inquire  of  Major  Tomlin  why  he  arrested  him. 
I  think  the  man  more  fit  for  a  lunatic  asylum  than  a  jail. 

Jonathan  T.  Bingham. — By  birth  a  Pennsylvanian ;  resides  near 
Vienna;  sixty-four  years  old;  professes  entire  loyalty.  Colonel  Cash, 
of  the  [Eighth]  Regiment  South  Carolina,  testifies  strongly  in  his 
behalf  as  to  his  kindness  to  his  regiment.  I  see  no  reason  to  detain 
him.  Col.  H.  W.  Thomas  also  certifies  in  his  favor.  Took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States. 

William  Woodworth.— By  birth  a  New  Yorker;  fifty-seven  years  old; 
resides  near  Lewinsville;  owns  100  acres  of  land;  professes  entire 
loyalty;  took  the  oath  of  allegiance.     I  see  no  reason  to  detain  him. 

Abraham  Lydecker.— Forty-eight  years  old;  native  of  New  Jersey; 
has  been  a  resident  at  Vienna;  is  keeping  a  store;  not  prepared  to  say 
that  he  will  remain  in  Virginia  or  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He 
is  charged  with  improper  dealing  with  the  enemy.  He  denies  it,  but  I 
think  he  is  an  alien  enemy.    He  owns  some  personalty  but  no  realty. 
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William  Hurst. — Twenty  years  of  age;  a  native  of  Fairfax  where 
his  father  resides.    No  proof  of  anything  to  justify  his  detention. 

Henry  Kernoll. — Sixty-nine  years  of  age;  native  of  New  York;  has 
resided  twelve  years  in  Fairfax  County;  owns  223  acres  of  land;  has  a 
pass  from  S.  IS.  Tompkins,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which  I  inclose.  He 
says  tbat  Tompkins  is  one  of  our  officers.  If  so,  I  think  he  ought  to 
be  discharged. 

Dwight  J.  Partello. — Native  of  New  Jersey;  twenty  years  of  age; 
was  engaged  selling  newspapers  from  Richmond  at  Manassas  when  he 
was  ariested.  His  father  lives  in  Maryland,  but  is,  he  says,  from  New 
Orleans.  He  has  two  sisters  married  and  residing  in  Eichmond,  one  of 
whom  was  before  me.    No  charge  against  him.    He  was  at  one  time 

emi)loyed  in  the  laboratory  here,  under Smith,  and  honorably 

discharged.    Took  the  oath  of  allegiance.    I  see  no  reason  to  detain 
him. 

Simon  Schermerborn. — Native  of  New  York;  forty-five  years  of  age; 
a  cripple ;  for  augUt  that  appears  before  me  his  arrest  and  confinement 
were  cruel.  He  was  arrested  near  Yorktown  by  a  guard  and  never 
examined.  He  has  some  children  here  and  some  in  New  York,  and 
some  property  tliere.  Prefers  to  remain  in  Virginia  if  he  can  do  so 
without  losing  his  property  at  the  North. 

William  Belviu. — Native  of  Virginia;  of  Gloucester;  oysterman, 
twenty-seven  yeiirs  old;  has  three  brothers  in  our  army  at  Gloucester 
Point;  a  married  man;  no  chaige  against  him.  He  ought  to  be 
discharged. 

Benjamin  Kimball. — Fifty-five  years  of  age;  native  of  Maine;  resi- 
dent of  New  Market,  Elizabeth  City  County;  married  and  has  four 
children.  His  wife  was  a  widow  with  children,  and  one  of  her  sons,  a 
Virginian,  in  our  army.  Belvin  married  his  daughter;  an  oysterman; 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance;  no  charge  against  him.  1  think  he  ought 
to  be  discharged. 

Joseph  Eollins. — A  native  of  York  County.  No  charge  against  him. 
He  ought  to  be  discharged. 

Ludwig  Hesse. — A  German ;  forty-one  years  of  age ;  came  to  America 
in  1849;  naturalized  citizen.  Took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confed- 
erate States.  Has  been  confined  six  weeks.  A  resident  of  Martinsburg, 
where  he  has  property.  I  think  he  is  a  fair  man,  and  was  arrested  in 
part  because  of  a  personal  quarrel  and  in  part  because  of  the  prejudice 
against  foreigners.    I  think  he  should  be  discharged. 

George  W.  Pracher.— A  native  of  Jefierson  County,  Va.  I  think  he 
is  a  knave.  Tlie  evidence  against  him  if  true  convicts  him  of  actual 
treason,  and  if  it  be  false  there  is  no  legal  cause  for  his  detention.  He 
should  be  turned  over  to  the  propertribunal  for  trial  for  treason  against 
the  Confederate  Government. 

John  Fleming.— A  native  of  Berkeley  County,  Va. ;  thirty-seven  years 
old.    There  is  no  specific  charge  against  him,  and  no  proof  of  any  kind. 
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He  professes  entire  loyalty  and  denies  that  he  ever  had  any  communi- 
cation with  the  enemy  directly  or  indirectly. 

John  H.  Larhhorne. — Native  of  Berkeley;  poor;  nearly  blind ;  was 
educated  by  the  State ;  charged  with  abusing  a  pass  and  carrying  a  let- 
ter to  some  person  in  Maryland.  He  says  that  the  letter  was  from  his 
sister  to  her  husband,  a  mechanic  in  Maryland.  He  professes  entire 
loyalty ;  says  that  he  is  grateful  to  Virginia  for  his  education,  and  would 
join  the  army  if  he  was  not  blind. 

Charles  Walker. — A  native  of  England ;  twenty- two  years  old ;  arrived 
in  New  York  in  May  and  went  to  Old  Point  as  tlie  groom  of  Colonel 
Allen.  Upon  the  Queen's  proclamation  asked  to  be  discharged ;  was 
refused,  and  escaped.  He  was  arrested,  brought  to  Richmond,  and  dis- 
charged ;  went  to  work  in  Crenshaw's  factory ;  broke  his  arm,  and  when 
well  went  to  Gloucester  Point  to  join  the  Fayette  Artillery,  and  was 
arrested;  wishes  now  to  join  the  army. 

Peter  L.  Anderson. — Forty  years  of  age;  native  of  Greenbrier  County, 
Ya.;  a  married  man;  farmer,  with  four  children;  owns  336  acres  of  land; 
arrested  at  his  home  in  Fayette  County.  No  charge;  no  proof.  Pro- 
fesses entire  loyalty,  and  if  guilty  of  anything,  it  was  desertion  from  the 
militia  under  Colonel  Beckley. 

William  Warkup. — Native  of  Greenbrier  County,  Va.;  married  man; 
farmer,  owns  100  acres  of  land.  No  charge;  no  proof;  professes  entire 
loyalty;  says  he  was  arrested  because  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
Confederate  troops  then  in  the  Valley  of  the  Kanawha  would  be  driven 
out  (as  they  were). 

Jesse  Fuller  and  Alexander  Fuller. — Brothers;  twenty-four  and 
twenty-two  years  old;  native  of  Montgomery  County;  were  arrested  in 
Fayette,  where  they  reside.  Have  a  wounded  brother  in  the  hospital 
at  Charleston,  Va.,  and  had  been  to  see  him,  and  were  returning  home 
when  arrested.  They  profess  entire  loyalty.  No  iiharge;  no  proof  of 
anything. 

Hardman  Dickens. — Native  of  Raleigh  County ;  no  charge ;  no  proof; 
professes  loyalty.  The  foregoing  nine  men  ought  in  my  opinion  to  be  dis- 
charged, and  I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  general  order  be  issued  for- 
bidding suspected  persons  to  be  brought  to  Richmond  until  they  have 
been  examined  by  a  colonel  at  least,  who,  if  lie  sends  them  on,  shall 
certify  the  charge  and  the  evidence.  At  present  the  practice  is  for  any 
sconting  party  or  other  party  of  soldiers  to  take  a  man  from  his  home, 
very  olten  without  telling  him,  and  without  examination  he  is  sent  to 
Kic'liniond,  in  some  cases  a  distance  of  350  miles,  without  even  a  change 
of  clothing,  and  when  the  poor  creatures  are  discharged  here  they  are 
utterly  penniless.  Such  a  practice  is  as  it  seems  to  me  wholly  unjusti- 
fiable! it  subjects  the  Government  to  great  unnecessary  expense  and 
tends  to  produce  dissatisfaction  among  the  people.  I  would  further 
sugges-t  that  the  order  should  also  apprise  these  people  that  giving  or 
selling  supplies  to  the  enemy  or  giving  them  information  is  treason, 
and  when  one  is  arrested  on  such  a  charge  and  there  is  proof  of  it  let 
him  be  sent  to  the  jail  in  the  district  in  which  he  is  to  be  tried.  The 
War  Department  will  thus  be  saved  much  trouble,  the  Government 
much  expense  and  the  people  protected  from  oppression. 
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H.  H.  Smith. — Native  of  New  "York;  twenty- seven  years  of  age;  a 
printer;  a  smart  knave,  and  an  alien  enemy  of  bad  intent. 

Thomas  Williams. — Native  of  Ohio;  fifty-seven  years  old;  Union  man; 
professes  loyalty;  arrested  in  Boone  County,  Va. ;  has  resided  in  Vir- 
ginia since  he  was  fifteen  months  old.  Boat  builder  and  lumber  getter ; 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance.    No  charge ;  no  proof;  owns  269  acres  of  land. 

David  Williams. — Son  of  Thomas;  twenty- two  years  of  age;  Union 
man ;  cultivates  rented  land;  married  man ;  has  a  brother  serving  under 
General  Floyd;  took  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

J.  W.  Cole. — ^Native  of  Floyd  County;  twenty-four  years  of  age; 
blacksmith;  Union  man;  has  a  brother  serving  under  General  Floyd; 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  no  charge. 

James  Cantley. — Native  of  Monroe  County;  resides  in  Boones  farms 
his  own  land;  100  acres;  Uuion  man;  took  the  oath  of  allegiance;  no 
charge;  no  proof.  I  respectfully  recommend  that  these  men  be 
discharged. 

Henry  B.  Bagby. — A  lad  seventeen  years  old;  a  Virginian,  having 
relations  and  property  here.  His  relations  are  highly  respectable. 
His  father  is  a  claim  agent  residing  in  Alexandria  County,  about  four 
miles  from  Washington.  He  was  on  a  visit  to  his  father  when  the 
Federal  picket  retreated,  and  he  was  captured  by  our  picket.  I  see 
no  reason  for  detaining  him. 

John  S.  Bower. — The  Adjutant-General  has  directed  him  to  be  dis- 
charged upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  had  previously  examined 
the  prisoner  and  think  the  discharge  correct,  and  have  caused  the  pris- 
oner to  take  the  oath,  which  is  herewith  returned,  but  I  can  find  no  law 
for  it. 

W.  H.  Byrd. — He  is  a  native  of  Georgia;  his  wife  a  Philadelphian. 
Up  to  the  31st  of  August  last  he  was  Auditor  of  the  War  Department 
in  the  Eailroad  Department  of  Lincoln's  Government.  I  have  examined 
him  very  carefully,  and  my  present  impression  is  that  he  is  a  very  bad 
person  and  a  spy.  Further  evidence  which  will  throw  much  evidence 
upon  his  status  can  be  had  from  Augusta,  and  I  recommend  tliat  he  be 
detained  for  further  examination,  when  I  will  report  in  detail  upon 
his  case. 

M.  A.  McClung,  Alexander  McClung,  John  W.  O'Dell,  Thomas  A. 
Eamsay,  Anthony  Kader,  Thomas  Haywood. — Can  find  nothing  in  my 
opinion  to  justify  their  detention.  The  first  two  were  sent  down  from 
General  Floyd's  brigade,  but  as  they  allege  without  his  knowledge  and 
without  any  specific  charge  against  them,  and  none  is  made  here  except 
tbat  they  are  suspected  of  disloyalty.  The  first,  M.  A.  McClung,  says 
that  he  is  a  secessionist  and  was  arrested  only  because  he  was  passing 
through  General  Floyd's  camp  to  visit  his  brother  in  General  Wise's 
camp  the  day  before  the  battle  of  Cross  Lanes,  because  as  he  was  told 
no  one  could  be  allowed  to  leave  that  camp  until  after  the  battle  which 
was  then  expected,  and  when  after  the  battle  the  prisoners  were  sent 
down  he  was  sent  along  without  examination.    The  other  four  were 
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Union  men  but  all  deny  any  complicity  with  the  enemy;  profess  the 
utmost  loyalty  to  the  Confederate  Government  and  their  readiness  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  if  required  to  do  so.  They  all  reside  near 
Summerville,  and  two  of  them,  A.  McClung  and  J.  W.  O'Dell,  say  that 
they  passed  once  through  the  enemy's  camp  because  it  lay  on  the  path 
of  their  avocations,  and  they  were  moreover  curious  to  see  the  enemy's 
urmy  under  Tyler,  and  one  of  them,  A.  McClung,  says  that  he  exchanged 
some  butter  for  coffee,  giving  eighteen  pounds  of  butter  for  nine  pounds 
of  cofi'ee.  They  are  all  Virginians,  ignorant,  illiterate  and  very  simple- 
minded.  The  sixth  person,  Haywood,  says  that  he  is  a  sailor  who  was 
caught  in  Norfolk  by  the  blockade,  and  crossed  in  an  open  boai  to 
Warwick  where  his  father  resides  with  a  view  to  join  the  army,  and 
on  his  way  home  after  lauding  he  was  caught  and  imprisoned.  There  is 
no  charge  against  him. 

Dr.  M.  S.  Eossvally. — He  appeared  to  have  been  arrested  under  the 
representations  of  persons  who  were  strongly  excited  against  him  in 
consequence  of  imputed  personal  delinquencies  and  a  mistake  or  mis- 
apprehension of  facts.  He  appeared  to  have  been  an  assistant  surgeon 
of  the  Confederate  army  and  to  have  been  authorized  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  visit  Washington  for  purposes  of  information.  He  went  under 
the  assumed  name  of  Lewis,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  connection  then  in 
the  Federal  army  he  visited  all  the  fortifications  on  the  Potomac,  bring- 
ing with  him  in  disguise  the  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  Green,  now  in  our  army. 
He  professes  the  utmost  loyalty  and  there  is  nothing  before  me  to 
impeach  it.  On  the  contrary  he  has  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
everything  tends  to  sustain  him.    I  think  he  ought  to  be  discharged. 

Felix  S.  O'Dell. — He  is  a  native  of  Nicholas  County,  Va.  He  says 
that  he  is  twenty-six  years  of  age.  Is  a  farmer  owning  200  acres  of 
land.  That  he  went  to  General  Floyd's  camp  to  carry  clothes  to  his 
father  (who  had  been  examined  and  discharged)  when  he  was  arrested. 
He  denies  all  connection  or  communication  with  the  enemy;  piofesses 
entire  loyalty  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance.  There  is  no  testimony 
against  him.    Think  he  ought  to  be  discharged. 

Augustus  Tappin.— A  native  of  York  County,  Va. ;  thirty-eight  yed,rs 
old;  a  married  man;  owns  no  land;  farms  upon  rented  land  and  gets 
oysters.  Arrested  at  his  own  home  on  the  13th  or  14th  of  June  in 
Elizabeth  City  County,  where  he  resided.  Professes  extreme  loyalty 
and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Charles  G.  Clarke  and  Harriet  M.,  his  wife.— Natives  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Massachusetts.  They  are  alien  enemies  who  had  settled  in 
Gloucester  County.  They  had  a  passport  to  go  North  via  Nashville, 
but  all  their  property  was  at  Gloucester  Point  and  they  returned  to 
get  it  and  were  arrested  by  order  of  Colonel  Crump,  who  seems  to  think 
the  woman  dangerous  and  inferred  wrong  from  their  return  to  Glouces- 
ter Point,  but  they  had  a  passport  which  authorized  them  to  return. 
They  have  one  child  and  a  house  in  New  York,  and  I  have  no  reason  to 
treat  them  otherwise  than  other  alien  enemies  are  treated,  except  that  as 
they  obtained  a  passport  in  proper  time  and  have  been  prevented  by  their 
arrest  from  using  it  they  ought  now  to  be  permitted  to  obtain  their  goods 
from  Gloucester  Point  and  made  to  return  and  leave  the  Confederacy  via 
Nashville.    I  recommend  this  order  as  to  their  modeof  departure,  because 
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the  officer  commanding  at  Gloucester  Point  requests  that  they  should 
not  be  allowed  to  depart  via  Fortress  Monroe  and  it  is  possible  there  is 
good  reason  for  it.  At  least  I  would  pay  so  much  respect  to  his  request, 
and  to  make  the  execution  of  the  order  sure  I  recommend  that  the  man 
only  be  allowed  to  return  to  Gloucester  for  his  goods. 

W.  H.  Byrd. — I  have  finally  considered  this  case  most  carefully  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  Byrd  is  a  wholly  unreliable  person  who  would  dis- 
pose of  himself  to  the  best  advantage  to  either  Government.  Since 
the  war  and  as  late  as  the  21st  of  August  last  he  held  the  office  of 
Auditor  of  the  Railroad  Department  of  the  War  Department  of  the  Lin- 
coln Government,  which  seems  to  have  been  a  confidential  and  lucra- 
tive office.  This  was  treason  in  a  native  of  Georgia,  who  does  not  pro- 
fess to  have  expatriated  himself.  He  came  to  the  South  under  a 
Lincolnite  pass,  with  a  similar  pass  to  carry  him  back  (to  and  from 
Louisville)  describing  him  as  detailed  on  special  service  by  Secretary 
Cameron.  He  seeks  to  repel  the  conclusion  made  by  these  facts  by  the 
allegation  that  he  held  the  office  in  order  to  get  money  to  come  to  the 
South;  that  he  fled  secretly  and  fraudulently  from  Washington  and 
came  here  with  a  view  to  communicate  important  information  to  the 
Government.  The  President  informs  me  that  he  communicated  nothing 
of  importance  to  him,  and  a  doubt  is  suggested  as  to  the  identity  of 
Byrd  with  the  Auditor  Byrd.  I  do  not  think  that  he  has  capacity  enough 
to  do  much  mischief,  but  if  he  is  the  man  he  represents  himself  to  be 
the  enemy  entertained  a  much  higher  idea  of  his  capacity  and  may 
therefore  have  made  use  of  him.  The  question  presented  by  his  case 
is  one  of  bona  fides  or  not.  If  he  makes  out  the  bona  fides  of  course 
he  is  exculpated,  but  if  he  fails  his  case  is  a  bad  one.  I  am  not  satisfied 
of  the  bona  fides.  I  recommend  therefore  that  Byrd  be  sent  back  to 
Augusta,  Ga.,  with  directions  to  the  district  attorney  to  submit  his  case 
to  the  next  grand  jury,  sending  with  him  the  evidence  now  here.  He 
will  there  have  the  benefit  of  a  "jury  of  the  vicinage,"  while  the  Gov- 
ernment will  have  the  guaranty  of  a  fair  hearing  before  a  Southern 
community,  although  Byrd's  father  formerly  resided  there.  If  he  is 
innocent  he  will  be  ignored  by  the  grand  jury,  and  if  guilty  fairly  tried 
and  punished.  If  not  actually  guilty  but  justly  suspected  those  people 
will  drive  him  out. 

Edward  Taylor.— He  is  a  native  of  Fairfax  County,  Va.  Resident  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war  in  Cincinnati.  He  went  from  his  home 
to  Washington,  and  from  Washington  he  came  out  to  the  field  of 
Manassas  and  was  captured  at  Ceutreville.  He  says  that  he  came  to 
look  at  the  fortifications  on  the  Potomac,  and  see  his  relations  near 
Alexandria.  But  the  testimony  before  me  ascertains  that  iu  Cincin- 
nati he  was  one  of  the  most  violent  and  apparently  vindictive  of  our 
assailants,  giving  in  every  way  that  he  could  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
enemy.  His  brother,  Colonel  Taylor,  who  commands  at  Culpeper  Court- 
House,  repudiated  him  last  summer  shortly  after  his, capture.  His  case 
is  like  that  of  Ely's  or  worse.  If  he  has  never  expatriated  himself  he 
is  a  traitor;  if  he  has  he  is  another  Ely. 

Julius  Fridle.— Of  Cabell  County,  Va. ;  arrested  by  Colonel  Clarksou. 
Prisoner  was  born  in  Germany.  Has  lived  in  Cabell  since  1854.  Is  a 
Union  man.  Voted  against  the  secession  ordinance  but  has  not  voted 
for  or  sustained  the  United  States  Government  since.  Desired  to 
be  neutral  and  quiet;  did  not  vote  at  any  election  held  by  authority  of 
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the  Peirpoiut  government.  Believes  the  old  government  to  be  the 
true  government  of  Virginia  and  is  willing  to  support  it  as  such.  Is 
willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State  of  Virginia  and  the 
Confederate  Government.  Has  never  borne  arms  or  been  in  any  way 
connected  with  the  U.  S.  Army.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  Witnesses  examined,  William  L.  Peters,  M. 
Beekmau,  Mr.  A.  L.  Wilson. 

T.  Moory. — Union  man;  voted  against  secession,  but  has  never  voted 
for  or  sustained  the  Peirpoint  organization.  Had  no  connection  or 
communication  with  the  Federal  army.  Has  been  a  quiet,  peaceable 
citizen,  desiring  to  be  neutral ;  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  Confederate  States.  1  recommend  his 
discharge  on  taking  these  oaths.  William  L.  Peters,  Lewis  Beekman, 
A.  L.  Wilson,  H.  C.  Poteet,  witnesses  examined. 

H.  Paine. — Arrested  in  Cabell;  a  qaiet,  peaceable  citizen;  Union 
man;  never  voted  at  the  Peirpoint  elections.  His  father's  wagon  was 
impressed  by  the  Federal  troops ;  he  was  sent  alon  g  with  it,  and  returned 
home  with  it.  This  compulsory  service  was  the  only  connection  he  ever 
had  with  the  enemy,  and  regards  the  Government  at  Bichmond  as  the 
true  Government  of  Virginia.  Is  willing  to  adhere  to  it  and  support 
the  secession  cause.  I  recommend  he  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance.    Witnesses  examined  same  as  above. 

Thomas  Kyle. — Born  in  Frederick,  Va. ;  has  lived  several  years  in 
Cabell.  Had  no  connection  with  the  Federal  army;  never  furnished 
them  with  supplies.  Voted  for  a  member  of  the  Wheeling  congress  and 
convention  but  is  willing  now  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Two  of 
his  sons-in-law  are  in  the  Lincoln  army.  I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  rec- 
ommend here.  The  vote  to  sustain  the  western  revolutionary  govern- 
ment I  consider  treason  against  Virginia,  and  the  State  authorities 
ought  to  decide  whether  they  will  prosecute  him  for  this  act.  Mr.  Kyle 
is  an  old  man  seventy-two  years  of  age.  He  is  willing  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance.  So  far  as  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  is 
concerned  I  think  he  ought  not  to  be  detained,  but  he  should  be  turned 
over  to  the  State  of  Virginia.  Witnesses  examined  same  as  above.  I 
ought  to  add  that  after  the  Yankees  passed  through  Barboursville,  it  is 
proved  that  Kyle  said  Yankee  bullets  were  the  best  pills  for  secession- 
ists; that  he  took  a  musket  to  guard  the  court-house  from  secessionists, 
but  Kyle  says  this  was  done  on  compulsion. 

John  Douthit. — Aged  nineteen ;  has  never  been  in  the  Federal  army. 
Was  a  Union  man  in  his  sentiments.  Refused  to  join  the  Union  army; 
has  never  aided  them.  Is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
State  of  Virginia  and  to  the  Confederate  States.  I  recommend  on  doing 
so  he  be  discharged.    Same  witnesses. 

Dr.  J.  H.  House. — Born  in  Ohio ;  says  he  was  in  favor  of  the  Union 
till  Virginia  seceded.  Was  willing  to  abide  by  her  action  and  to 
remain  neutral  if  he  could.  He  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
Seems  to  have  been  arrested  on  account  of  rumors.  He  was  commis- 
sioner of  the  United  States  and  postmaster.  From  the  testimony  of 
the  witnesses  it  appears  that  a  young  man  living  in  Doctor  Rouse's  drug 
store  went  to  Ohio  to  visit  his  father  and  brought  over  the  mails  with- 
out reference  to  the  political  sentiments  of  persons  to  whom  the  letters 
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and  documents  were  addressed.  This  was  repeatedly  done  after  the 
mails  were  stopped  in  Cabell  County,  but  Eouse  seems  to  have  per- 
mitted this  as  a  matter  of  kindness  to  his  neighbors  and  not  as  an 
officer  of  the  Government  or  as  a  partisan.  He  denies  he  was  commis- 
sioner, and  it  is  proved  that  J.  C.  Wheeler  was  commissioner  and  tried  al) 
the  political  cases  m  the  county.  Is  proved  to  be  a  man  of  good  char- 
acter and  a  quiet  peaceable  citizen.  I  recommend  he  be  discharged  on 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Stephen  Eades.— Born  in  Albemarle  County,  Va. ;  has  lived  in  Fayette 
County  seven  or  eight  years;  voted  against  secession,  but  declared  his 
willingness  to  abide  by  and  support  the  result  in  the  State;  joined  the 
Southern  militia  called  out  by  authority  of  Governor  Letcher,  but  after 
being  one  day  in  camp  he  was  sent  home  to  await  further  orders;  proved 
to  be  a  peaceable,  quiet  citizen ;  says  he  never  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  Northern  Army  or  Government.  Witnesses  examined,  Mr.  Coleman, 
delegate  in  Virginia  Legislature  from  Fayette  and  Nicholas;  Mr. 
Alderson,  of  State  Senate.  I  recommend  he  be  discharged  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

William  H.  Jones. — Born  in  Fluvanna;  has  lived  in  Fayette  three 
years;  is  a  slave  owner,  opposed  to  abolition;  keeps  a  tavern  near 
Dogwood  Gamp;  some  of  the  enemy  in  passing  got  their  dinners  at  his 
house;  he  says  he  avoided  communication  with  them  and  has  never 
had  communication  with  the  Northern  Army;  was  a  Union  man  but 
willing  to  go  out  of  the  Union  if  Virginia  seceded;  is  willing  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  Virginia  and  the  Confederate  States.  I  recom- 
mend his  discharge  on  taking  these  oaths.  Same  witnesses  examined 
as  in  the  above  cases. 

Samuel  Short. — Born  in  Halifax  County,  Va. ;  raised  in  Franklin;  has 
lived  in  Fayette  ten  years;  is  a  secessionist;  was  arrested  by  independ- 
ent scouts  (a  species  of  force  not  belonging  to  any  military  organization) 
who  took  from  him  two  horses  that  have  never  been  returned  to  him  or 
delivered  to  the  military  authorities;  was  bitterly  hostile  to  the  aboli- 
tion feeling  in  Fayette;  is  a  quiet,  peaceable,  industrious  man ;  has  had 
no  connection  with  the  Northern  Army;  has  furnished  supplies  to  our 
army;  supposed  to  be  arrested  in  consequence  of  rumors  started  by  the 
men  who  took  his  horses.  I  recommend  his  discharge.  Witnesses 
examined,  Mr.  Coleman,  Mr.  Alderson. 

Henry  Worrall. — Born  in  Rhode  Island ;  has  lived  in  Wayne  three  or 
four  years;  voted  against  secession;  had  had  no  connection  with  the 
Peirpoint  government.  Recognizes  the  government  of  Virginia  and 
the  Confederate  Government  as  his  government.  I  recommend  his  dis- 
charge on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.    Witness,  Beekman. 

George  Hunt. — Born  in  Massachusetts ;  has  lived  in  Fayette  County 
for  ten  years;  has  taken  no  part  in  the  contest;  voted  against  secession 
but  considered  himself  bound  by  the  act  of  secession  to  support  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  Virginia  and  of  the  Confederate  States.  Man 
of  good  character  and  an  orderly,  quiet  citizen.  He  had  no  connection 
with  the  Federal  array  and  has  given  it  no  aid.  I  recommend  his  dis- 
charge on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Witnesses,  Mr.  Coleman,  Mr, 
Alderson. 
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R.  A.Flauagau, — Born  in  Fluvanna,  Va. ;  agefiffcy-five;  hu,s  lived  sev- 
eral years  in  Fayette;  voted  against  the  ordinance  of  secession  but 
supports  the  laws  and  constitution  of  Virginia  and  the  Confederate 
States.  Was  arrested  on  a  visit  to  a  son  who  was  sick  in  our  army.  A 
man  of  good  general  character.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  Confederate 
States.    Witnesses,  Colonel  Coleman,  Mr.  Alderson. 

Albert  Fuller. — Native  of  Cabell  County,  Va, ;  aged  eighteen ;  an 
unruly  boy.  His  father  and  brothers  Unionists.  Albert  Fuller  was  pass- 
ing the  house  of  Henry  Sheltou,  a  secessionist,  armed  with  a  musket  and 
bayonet  going  in  the  direction  of  the  Federal  forces  at  Barboursville 
in  company  with  another  youth.  W.  Ward  is  the  other  youth.  Shelton 
took  the  gunfrom  him.  Fuller  went  on  to  Barboursville,  and  a  company 
of  Ziegler's  U.  S.  cavalry  were  sent  to  arrest  Shelton.  The  boy  who 
was  with  him  went  back  to  Fuller's  father.  Fuller's  father  and  brother 
came  on  to  Shelton's  and  killed  him  before  Ziegler's  cavalry  arrived. 
Fuller's  brother  went  to  Ziegler's  camp  and  thence  to  Ohio.  His  father 
was  killed  by  a  son  of  Shelton.  I  think  Fuller  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
charged but  from  the  imperfection  of  the  testimony  I  cannot  advise 
where  he  should  be  sent  for  trial.  I  think  he  was  the  cause  of  Shel- 
ton's death  and  ought  in  some  way  to  be  brought  to  justice  either  by 
the  State  or  Confederate  authorities;  but  the  seat  of  justice  of  the 
Confederate  States  for  this  district  (Charleston,  Kanawha  County)  and 
the  committing  of  the  ofltense  are  both  in  the  possession  o/  the  enemy. 
I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
authorizing  the  trial  in  some  other  county.  Witnesses  examined, 
Peters,  Poteet,  Beekman,  Wilson. 

William  Henchman. — Sixty  years  old;  born  in  Monroe  County,  Va.; 
has  lived  in  Cabell;  has  been  a  magistrate  and  commissioner  of  the 
revenue.  Union  man ;  voted  against  secession ;  voted  for  a  member  of 
the  Wheeling  convention  and  the  Northern  Congress.  Professes  to 
have  done  it  through  ignorance  and  compulsion  of  the  enemy.  Says 
he  thought  the  election  for  members  of  the  Wheeling  convention  was 
ordered  by  the  proper  authorities  of  Virginia.  Professes  a  willingness 
to  support  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Virginia  and  the  Confederate 
States.  Is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  [In  this  case  I  think 
as  Henchman  has  voted  for  establishing  the  revolutionary  government 
of  Virginia  he  ought  to  be  turned  over  to  the  State  authorities  to  be 
tried  for  treason  against  the  State.  He  does  not  seem  to  have  had  any 
connection  with  the  army  or  the  military  authorities  of  the  United 
States.  His  offense  is  civil  and  political,  and  as  it  is  immediately 
directed  against  the  State  of  Virginia  he  ought  to  be  brought  to  j  ustice 
by  that  State;  or  if  suffered  to  go  at  large  it  should  be  by  the  Vir- 
ginia authorities.  His  general  character  is  good.]  Witnesses,  Peters, 
Beekman,  Wilson,  Albert  Laidly. 

Alexander  Williams. — A  native  of  Nicholas  County,  Va.;  did  not 
vote  on  the  question  of  secession ;  was  willing  to  abide  by  the  action 
of  the  State;  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State  of 
Virginia  and  the  Confederate  States.  No  cause  of  arrest  known  to  me. 
Was  probably  arrested  on  suspicion.  His  general  character  is  good. 
I  recommend  he  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Wit- 
ness examined,  Mr  Alderson 
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Eobert  Miller.— Born  in  Eandolpli  Comity,  Ya. ;  says  he  is  one  of 
Captain  Tyree's  company  in  the  Wise  Legion ;  on  Wise's  retreat  from 
Kanawha  went  home  for  two  reasons — first,  his  wife  was  sick;  second, 
he  was  himself  crippled.  Before  he  entirely  recovered  he  started  to  join 
Captain  Tyree's  company.  Applied  at  Floyd's  camp  on  his  way  for  a 
pass  to  join  Tyree,  and  was  arrested  and  sent  here.  Captain  Tyree 
tried  to  get  him  released  that  he  might  join  his  company  and  failed. 
Mr.  Coleman  proves  he  is  a  man  of  good  character.  I  recommend  he 
be  sent  here  to  Tyree's  company. 

A.  B.  Gesh  (Buck  Mason).— Was  born  in  Botetourt  County,  Va.; 
removed  to  Fayette  several  years  since.  Has  borne  a  good  cliaracter 
as  an  honest,  industrious  man ;  arrested  by  the  militia.  Was  a  Union 
man  up  to  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  of  secession  by  Virginiii;  desir- 
ous now  to  go  with  the  State  of  Virginia.  No  cause  for  his  arrest 
stated;  probably  on  mere  suspicion.  Colonel  Coleman  proves  he  was 
at  General  Beckley's  camp  immediately  after  the  arrest,  when  tlie  ques- 
tion whether  Gesh  ought  to  have  been  arrested  was  discussed,  and  no 
cause  of  arrest  was  then  alleged.  I  recommend  he  be  discharged  on 
taking  oath  of  allegiance.  Witnesses  examined,  Colonel  Coleman,  Mr, 
Alderson. 

Addison  Feff. — Born  in  Greenbrier;  age  twenty-one;  lives  in  Fay- 
ette; no  cause  for  arrest  assigned;  says  his  brother  was  stabbed  and 
expected  to^ie.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  left  Dogwood  Camp  he  started 
to  Greenbrier  to  see  his  brother.  Applied  for  a  pass  at  Meadow  Bluff; 
was  arrested.  He  voted  against  secession  but  will  abide  by  the  action 
of  the  State.  Mr.  Snider  proves  Neff's  brother  was  of  a  family  faithful 
to  the  Southern  cause  and  he  believes  Neff  himself  was  faithful. 
Proves  his  brother  was  stabbed,  and  for  a  long  time  it  was  believed  he 
would  die,  and  that  while  the  armies  were  not  in  the  country  the  fam- 
ilies passed  to  visit  each  other  frequently.  1  recommend  that  he  be 
discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Dr.  P.  Lawrence. — Was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Va. ;  removed 
to  Fayette  near  two  years  since.  He  was  arrested  going  to  join  the 
camp  of  the  Virginia  militia.  One  Light  had  received  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Coleman  requesting  all  the  men  from  his  vicinity  to  join  the 
militia  who  could  do  so,  and  in  consequence  of  this  letter  "he  started 
.  and  was  arrested  on  his  way.  Colonel  Coleman  proves  that  while  he 
considered  it  dangerous  to  send  a  draft  for  the  militia  in  that  vicinity 
he  did  write  such  a  letter,  and  that  after  his  removal  to  Fayette  he  has 
conducted  himself  as  a  peaceable  citizen.  Mr.  W.  Staples  proves  that 
while  he  lived  in  Montgomery  County  Lawrence  was  faithful  to  the 
South.  He  voted  against  secession,  but  is  opposed  to  the  Wheeling 
government  and  supports  the  Confederate  Government.  I  recommend 
he  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Samuel  Eamsay. — Seems  to  have  been  arrested  on  suspicion.  He 
was  in  Fayette  County.  His  uncle  and  one  of  his  cousins  who  lived  in 
Nicholas  County  are  active  in  supporting  the  invasion  of  Western  Vir- 
ginia by  the  United  States.  The  prisoner  has  had  no  connection  with 
the  army  of  the  United  States  or  with  the  Peirpoint  government.  He 
professes  to  adhere  to  the  Confederate  States  and  to  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  recommend  his 
discharge  on  doing  so.    Witnesses  examined,  Coleman  and  Alderson. 
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Charles  Clay. — Aged  sixty-three.  Born  in  Virginia;  has  lived  in 
Ealeigh  Comity  twelve  years.  Says  he  is  a  secessionist  and  on  the 
Southern  side.  Has  two  sons  in  Floyd's  brigade,  in  Captains  Pate's 
or  Adams'  companies.  Has  done  all  in  his  power  for  the  families  of 
volunteers  in  the  Southern  army.  Does  not  know  for  what  he  isarrested. 
Says  he  went  to  hunt  up  some  cattle  and  hogs  driven  by  the  wife  of  a 
volunteer  into  the  mountains  when  tlie  Northern  troops  went  to  Raleigh 
Court-House.  Did  not  expect  them  to  return  so  soon,  but  they  met  him 
in  the  road  on  his  return  home,  took  him  prisoner,  and  compelled  him 
to  show  them  where  they  could  cross  the  creek,  and  then  discharged 
him.  Says  he  never  had  anything  to  do  with  theNorthern  army  or  with 
the  Union  men,  except  in  this  instance.  Says  he  has  slept  out  in  the 
mountains  at  night  to  avoid  them.  I  examined  Colonel  Coleman,  the 
member  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia  from  Fayette  [and]  Ealeigh,  and 
Mr.  McDonald,  the  member  from  Wyoming,  and  they  neither  knew 
enough  of  this  man  to  say  whether  he  was  worthy  of  credit.  I  recom- 
mend his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Greenville  Clay. — Son  of  Charles  Clay;  does  not  know  for  what  he 
was  arrested.  Never  had  any  connection  with  the  Northern  army  or 
the  Union  men.  Once  met  a  squad  of  Yankees  on  the  road.  They 
asked  him  the  condition  of  the  bridges  and  ])assed.  He  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Northern  army  or  the  Union  men.  Has  two  brothers  in  the 
Southern  army,  one  in  Captain  Adams',  the  other  in  Captain  Pate's 
company,  Floyd's  brigade.  In  the  spring  put  in  a  crop  in  partnership 
with  one  of  his  brothers.  It  was  afterwards  agreed  one  of  them  should 
volunteer.  His  brother  being  unmarried,  volunteered  in  Captain  Pate's 
company.  Has  aided  the  families  of  the  Southern  volunteers  by  cutting 
their  grain  in  harvest,  and  by  other  labor.  1  have  examined  Colonel 
Coleman  and  Mr.  McDonald.  They  can  throw  no  light  on  this  case.  I 
recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

E.  Clay. — A  boy  sixteen  years  of  age,  son  of  Charles  Clay.  Says  he 
never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Northern  army  or  with  the  Union 
men.    I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

George  CauUy. — Son-inlaw  of  Charles  Clay.  Says  he  is  a  secession- 
ist. Has  a  brother  in  Adams'  company  in  Floyd's  brigade.  Takes 
care  of  both  families.  Has  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Northern  army 
or  the  Union  men.  Colonel  Coleman  and  Mr.  McDonald  have  no  other 
knowledge  of  this  man  than  that  he  lives  in  this  neighborhood.  I 
recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Jeremiah  Combs. — Bom  in  Ealeigh  County.  Says  he  is  a  secession- 
ist. Never  had  any  connection  with  the  Northern  army  or  the  Union 
men.  No  charge  sent  on  with  him  that  I  have  seen.  Colonel  Coleman 
and  Mr.  McDonald  know  he  lived  in  Ealeigh  but  can  throw  no  light  on 
his  case.    I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Maben  Jackson. — Born  in  Orange  County,  Va.  Joined  the  Virginia 
militia  under  General  Beckley.  Received  information  of  the  sickness 
of  his  wife  and  was  permitted  to  go  home.  The  permission  signed  by 
H.  C.  Eichmore  is  herewith  filed.*  Says  he  was  at  home  when  the 
Yankees  went  to  Ealeigh  Court-House.  Tlie  militia  were  ordered  to 
work  on  the  roads.    He  remained  at  home  working  on  the  roads  until 

*  Not  found. 
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arrested.  No  cause  for  his  arrest  is  known  to  him.  Examined  Colo- 
man  and  Mr.  McDonald,  but  they  do  not  know  him  well  enough  to 
throw  any  light  on  his  case.  They  do  not  know  whai  character  he 
bears.  The  prisoner  in  his  examination  seemed  to  be  frank  and  candid 
and  his  statement  is  corroborated  by  the  permission  signed  by  Captain 
Eichmore.    I  recommend  his  discharge. 

William  Wills. — Says  he  has  lived  in  Ealeigh  eighteen  years.  Does 
not  know  for  what  he  is  arrested.  Had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Northern 
army  or  the  Union  men.  Says  he  has  always  been  a  secessionist. 
Says  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  but  when  the  rupture 
of  that  church  took  place  he  quit  the  church  because  the  preachers  all 
adhered  to  the  North.  Colonel  Coleman  and  Mr.  McDonald  can  give 
no  information  about  him.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance. 

J.  Massey. — I  have  nothing  to  act  on  but  this  man's  statement.  He 
says  he  is  a  Southern  man;  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  North- 
ern army  or  the  Union  men.  He  appears  to  be  a  fair  and  candid  man. 
Colonel  (1/oleman  and  Mr.  McDonald  can  give  no  information  about  him. 
I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Peter  Miller. — Was  born  in  Canton,  State  of  New  York ;  removed  to 
Ohio  when  young.  Came  to  Virginia  first  as  a  volunteer  last  spring 
with  the  Northern  army.  Says  he  was  only  a  three  months'  volunteer. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  time  went  back  to  Ohio  and  returned  to  Virginia 
to  avoid  being  called  into  service.  Came  to  Point  Pleasant,  and  went 
up  to  Charleston,  Kanawha,  while  Lee's  army  was  there  Staid  there  a 
week.  Boarded  part  of  the  time  with  one  Snyder ;  the  rest  of  the  time 
with  a  man  whose  name  he  does  not  know.  Paid  no  board.  No  bill  was 
asked  for  or  presented.  Did  nothing  there.  From  Charleston  he  says 
hewenttoPeytonain  Boone  County.  Staid  there  two  weeks.  Boarded 
with  a  man  named  Sam  Allie;  did  nothing;  paid  no  board.  Says  no, 
there  were  no  Northern  troops  at  Peytona.  From  Peytona  went  with  the 
Northern  troops  to  Ealeigh.  From  Ealeigh  went  to  Wyoming  County. 
Staid  there  some  time  with  Jasper  Workman.  Did  nothing  there ;  paid 
no  board;  was  not  charged  any.  There  he  borrowed  a  horse  to  go  to 
Peytona  to  get  a  pair  of  boots  and  was  arrested  by  a  party  of  militia  on 
the  road  going  there.  Does  not knowfor  what.  lexamined  Colonel  Cole- 
man and  Mr.  McDonald.  They  testified  Peytona  was  a  town  in  Boone 
settli  d  by  Yankees  and  Germans  in  which  a  company  was  raised  for  the 
Northern  army  just  before  the  Northern  troops  went  to  Ealeigh,  and 
that  Jasper  Workman  had  the  character  of  a  disaffected  and  dangerous 
man.  Mr.  McDonald  further  testified  that  he  was  informed  by  Captain 
Pach  that  he  had  arrested  a  Captain  or  Lieutenant  Miller.  Miller  was 
raising  a  company  of  volunteers  for  the  Northern  [armyj,  and  they  were 
surprised  while  forming.  Miller  attempted  to  escape  up  a  mountain 
and  was  shot  while  making  this  attempt.  Was  captured,  and  a  valuable 
pistol  taken  from  him,  [and]  a  very  valuable  black  horse  borrowed  in 
Wyoming.  A  quantity  of  letter  paper  and  envelopes  were  found  on  his 
person.  On  re  examination  Miller  admitted  he  was  wounded  in  the 
side,  and  admitted  some  envelopes  and  paper  and  a  black  horse  were 
taken  from  him.  Colonel  Coleman  and  Mr.  McDonald  have  both  heard 
that  while  in  Wyoming  Miller  was  attempting  to  find  out  the  position 
and  strength  of  our  forces.  I  think  this  man  is  certainly  a  Northern 
emissary  and  spy.    His  manner  under  examination  was  confused  and 


SXISPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1441 

his  statements  contradictory.  I  recommend  he  be  tried  by  the  military 
authorities  as  a  spy,  and  as  the  testimony  can  be  most  easily  procured 
at  General  Floyd's  camp  I  suggest  lie  be  sent  there  for  trial.  If  not 
tried  or  if  acquitted  I  advise  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

Charles  Arundel.— Prisoner  says  he  was  born  in  Fairfax  County,  Va. 
Was  arrested  by  orders  of  Colonel  Eobinson.  Prisoner  keeps  tavern. 
Has  a  blacksmith  shop  and  is  a  farmer.  Never  was  in  enemy's  lines. 
IJas  bad  no  communication  with  them.  Was  in  Washington  last  Jan- 
uary. Has  not  been  there  since.  Did  not  know  for  what  he  was 
arrested.  Was  told  by  ex  Governor  Smith  who  interested  himself  in 
his  case  that  he  was  charged  with  selling  whisky  to  our  soldiers.  Says 
he  never  did  so.  Picket  was  stationed,  the  officer  and  men  took  their 
meals  with  him,  but  lie  never  sold  spirits  to  the  men.  He  was  an  orig- 
inal secessionist.  Voted  for  secessioji  from  the  beginning.  At  the  last 
election  of  Confederate  States  went  to  Prince  William  to  vote  for  Davis 
as  President  and  for  William  Smith  for  Confederate  Congress.  Has  a 
son  in  the  Confederate  army.  Colonel  Brawner  and  Mr.  Thomas  state 
prisoner  is  a  man  of  good  character,  and  was  always  a  secessionist.  I 
recommend  the  discharge  of  this  man.  H.  W.  Thomas,  senator,  and 
Colonel  Brawner,  representative  from  Fairfax,  Prince  William  County, 
proves  he  is  a  secessionist.  Always  voted  the  Southern  ticket  and  voted 
for  secession,  lias  procured  provisions  and  forage  for  our  troops,  and 
has  done  blacksmith  work  for  them.    I  recommend  his  discharge. 

Samuel  Bays. — Born  in  Fayette  County,  Va.  Lived  some  time  in 
Boone  County,  and  returned  to  Fayette  last  spring.  Offered  to  vote 
for  secession  in  May  last,  but  his  vote  was  rejected  because  he  had  not 
been  in  the  county  twelve  months.  Has  always  been  a  Southern  rights 
man.  Was  probably  arrested  because  there  was  a  general  removal  of 
the  citizens  in  the  rear  of  General  Floyd's  army.  Bays'  brother-in-law 
was  in  the  army.  He  is  a  man  of  good  character,  and  of  a  family 
sound  in  the  Confederate  cause.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance.    Witnesses,  Colonel  Coleman,  W.  Atchison. 

Isaac  Williams. — Aged  flfty-one.  Born  in  Giles  County,  moved  to  Fay- 
ette. Says  he  was  arrested  by  Caskie  Rangers  when  he  was  going  to 
mill.  Does  not  know  for  what  cause.  Says  he  supposes  he  was  charged 
with  being  a  Union  man.  Denies  he  was  a  Union  man.  Admits  he 
voted  against  secession  but  says  he  did  not  know  then  the  Union  was 
broken.  Says  as  soon  as  he  understood  the  Union  was  broken  he  stood 
by  the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  South.  Man  of  good  character. 
Opposed  Peirpoint's  government.  Witness,  Coleman.  I  recommend 
Williams'  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Stewart  Armstrong. — Born  in  Greenbrier.  Moved  to  Fayette  when 
lie  was  a  boy.  Twenty-five  years  old  now.  Voted  against  secession, 
but  turned  when  he  heard  the  Union  was  broken ;  supported  the  South. 
Js  opposed  to  the  Federalist  Never  saw  the  Yankee  army  or  had  any 
communication  with  them.  Willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
Fair  character.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  alle 
giance. 

John  Hanaher. — Boy  of  sixteen.    Lives  with   his  father  and  was 
arrested  at  home  in  the  absence  of  his  parents.    Says  his  father  is  a 
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Methodist  connected  with  the  Southern  Church.  Has  had  no  connection 
with  the  enemy  in  any  way.  Mr.  Coleman  says  the  general  impression 
is  his  father  is  connected  with  the  Northern  Church,  but  since  seces- 
sion may  have  changed.  This  boy's  examination  is  not  satisfactory, 
but  as  no  connection  with  the  enemy  appears  I  recommend  his  discharge 
on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.     Witness,  Coleman. 

John  Deekens. — Says  he  was  born  in  Grayson  County,  Va.  Has  lived 
in  Ealeigh  since  he  was  ten  years  old ;  now  forty-nine.  Does  not  know 
for  what  he  is  arrested.  Thinks  it  was  from  malice  of  his  enemies. 
Never  saw  a  Yankee.  When  he  heard  they  were  going  to  Ealeigh  he 
took  to  the  woods.  Heli)ed  to  support  the  families  of  the  Southern 
volunteers.  Worked  for  them  and  divided  his  grain  with  thera.  Was 
not  called  on  to  do  more.  Voted  against  secession,  but  says  it  was  an 
ignorant  vote  and  that  he  repented  and  stuck  to  the  State  of  "Virginia 
when  she  went  out  of  the  Union.  I  recommend  this  man  to  be  dis- 
charged on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Isaac  Motes. — Born  in  Rockingham  County,  Va.  Says  he  does  not 
know  for  what  he  is  arrested.  VVas  arrested  when  going  to  get  salt. 
Staid  all  night  on  Cahna  at  Jack  Pear's.  Was  arrested  next  morning. 
Saw  the  Yankees  on  the  road  from  Ealeigh.  Voted  against  secession, 
but  says  he  holds  to  the  disunion  party.  Admits  he  has  two  sons  in 
the  Northern  army.  Two  others  went  to  Ohio  this  summer.  I  cannot 
recommend  the  discharge  of  this  man.  I  think  he  is  a  dangerous  man 
and  ought  not  to  be  released  while  the  country  is  in  possession  of 
the  enemy. 

Isaac  Motes,  jr. — Fifteen  years  old,  son  of  the  above.  Talks  very  indis 
tinctly ;  so  badly  that  I  could  not  understand  him  without  the  aid  of  his 
father.  He  was  arrested  at  the  same  time  with  his  father.  He  is 
dressed  in  a  TJ.  S.  uniform  which  he  says  his  brother  gave  him.  I  can- 
not recommend  his  discharge.  His  father  and  himself  may  be  hos- 
tages for  the  good  conduct  of  his  brothers  who  are  now  in  arms 
against  us. 

P.  Stover. — Aged  sixteen.  Born  in  Ealeigh.  Says  he  is  Southern. 
Does  not  know  why  he  was  arrested.  Has  two  brothers  in  Captain 
Adams'  company,  Floyd's  brigade.  Captain  Adams  recruited  several 
men  in  his  neighborhood  beside  his  bi'others.  Saw  Captain  Caskie's 
Eangers  several  times  in  his  neighborhood.  Never  saw  the  Yankees. 
Says  his  father  voted  the  secession  ticket.  Colonel  Coleman  proves  his 
father  was  a  man  of  good  character  and  reputed  to  be  Southern.  I 
recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

William  McKinney.— Says  he  was  born  in  South  Carolina  and  came 
to  Eichmond  with  the  soldiers.  He  was  reported  to  me  as  deranged, 
and  on  examination  I  find  him  to  be  so.  I  am  satisfied  he  is  unable  to 
take  care  of  himself.  He  is  nearly  naked  and  in  every  respect  an  object 
of  charity.  I  recommend  he  be  sent  to  some  of  the  asylums  for  the 
insane  in  Virginia  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  and  in  the  meantime  he  be 
properljr  clothed  and  taken  care  of. 

Samuel  Pach. — Prisoner  says  he  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Ky., 
and  moved  to  Wayne  County,  Va.  He  says  he  was  arrested  by  Captain 
Witcher  on  suspicion  of  being  a  Union  man.    Denies  he  is  a  Union  man. 


SUSPECTED    AND    DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1443 

Says  he  is  with  the  South.  Affirms  he  never  had  any  connection  with 
tlie  Northern  army  or  the  Union  men  of  Kentucky  or  his  own  neighbor- 
hood. He  lives  near  the  Kentucky  line  on  the  Sandy  Eiver.  I  can 
procure  no  information  about  him  and  judging  from  his  conduct  under 
examination  I  should  think  he  was  an  honest  man.  I  recommend  his 
discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

George  Pach. — Prisoner  says  he  was  born  in  Giles  County,  "Va. 
Eemoved  to  Lawrence  County,  Ky,,  and  then  to  Wayne  County,  Va.  Is 
the  uncle  of  Samuel  Pach.  Lives  near  Sandy,  across  from  Louisa, 
Ky.,  and  about  twenty-eight  miles  distant  on  Twelve  Pole  River  from 
that  town.  Says  he  voted  for  members  of  the  convention  held  at 
Richmond  and  never  voted  since.  Is  a  Southern  man.  NcA^er  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  Union  men  of  Kentucky  or  of  his  neighborhood. 
Says  some  of  his  neighbors  went  to  Ceredo  and  got  arms  from  Zeigler. 
He  remonstrated  against  it  at  the  beginning  of  bloody  times  at  home. 
Took  the  part  of  the  South.  I  have  no  information  in  reference  to  this 
man  except  from  his  own  examination  and  his  manner  creates  some 
doubt  in  my  mind  of  his  sincerity.  But  he  is  a  very  old  man  (near  sev- 
enty) and  his  health  much  broken  by  his  confinement.  He  is  willing  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  recommend  he  be  discharged  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Robert  White. — Citizen  of  Fayette.  A  feeble  old  man  of  seventy, 
incapable  of  doing  mischief.  Says  he  is  a  Southern  man.  Never  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  Yankees  or  the  Union  men.  Willing  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  recommend  his  discharge.  Proved  to  be  a 
man  of  good  character. 

George  W.  Fox. — Born  in  Nelson  County,  Ya.  Lived  in  Fayette  for 
twenty-five  years.  Says  he  does  not  know  for  what  he  was  arrested. 
Taken  to  Floyd's  camp  at  Gauley  just  before  the  battle  of  Carniflx 
Ferry.  Was  under  guard  across  the  river  during  the  battle.  Voted 
for  secession  and  says  he  is  a  secession  man.  Never  had  anything  to 
do  with  Yankees  or  Union  men.  Mr.  Alderson  proves  he  is  a  man  of 
good  character.  All  the  votes  at  Fox  precinct  were  for  secession,  but 
does  not  know  whether  Fox  voted.  Mr.  McLaughlin  proves  Fox  a 
man  of  good  character  and  was  understood  to  be  a  secessionist.  Says 
May,  a  noted  scout  in  that  country,  told  him  Fox  had  agreed  to  give  him 
thirty  bushels  of  corn  if  he  would  kill  fifteen  Yankees.  I  recommend 
his  discharge. 

James  Kincaid. — Bom  in  Fayette;  moved  to  Nicholas  last  March. 
Arrested  by  some  of  the  Wise  Legion  who  called  him  a  Union  man. 
Says  he  is  a  volunteer  in  Captain  Newman's  company,  Floyd's  brigade. 
Colonel  McCausland's  regiment.  Says  he  was  taken  sick  and  permitted 
to  go  horiie.  On  his  recovery  he  went  with  the  militia  to  Cotton  Hill 
and  remained  there  eighteen  days.  He  then  started  to  join  Floyd's 
brigade;  was  arrested  on  his  way.  He  is  now  hoarse  from  his  sickness 
but  expresses  a  desire  to  join  his  company.  Mr.  Robinson,  the  prose- 
'  cuting  attorney  at  Nicholas,  proves  him  to  be  a  man  of  good  character, 
and  he  knows  he  volunteered  in  Newman's  company.  The  man  appears 
to  be  honest  and  candid.  I  suggest  he  be  released  from  prison  and 
be  sent  to  his  company. 
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James  C.  Kelly. — The  only  paper  accompanyiug  this  prisoner  is  here- 
with submitted  marked  A,*  in  which  the  charge  stated  against  him  is 
infidelity.  It  does  not  appear  by  what  authority  this  paper  is  made 
out  or  that  any  investigation  of  the  cases  stated  in  it  has  been 
made.  Prisoner  says  he  was  born  in  Maryland.  Has  lived  nine 
years  in  Prince  William  County,  three  miles  and  a  half  from  Occo- 
quan  and  this  side  of  our  lines.  Was  arrested  by  orders  of  Captain 
Nelson  of  the  Quantico  Guards.  Has  had  no  communication  with  the 
enemy.  On  the  9th  of  May  he  carried  to  Washington  the  goods  of 
one  Safford,  a  Northern  man  who  left  the  country.  He  has  never  been 
since  to  Washington  or  inside  of  the  enemy's  lines.  No  person  from 
the  inside  of  the  enemy's  lines  has  ever  visited  him  or  held  communica- 
tion with  him  or  his  family.  Thinks  the  war  unjust  on  the  part  of  the 
North.  Stands  by  the  South.  Gave  the  Prince  William  cavalry  two 
loads  of  hay.  Has  since  sold  hay  to  the  Southern  troops.  Voted  for 
Davis  for  President  and  William  Smith  for  the  Confederate  Congress. 
Colonel  Brawner  proves  Kelly  to  be  an  honest  man.  Has  never  heard 
any  reason  for  distrusting  his  fidelity  to  the  South.  Has  heard  some 
individuals  speak  of  Kelly  as  suspicious,  but  assigned  no  reasons  for 
the  suspicions.  Others  placed  entire  confidence  in  his  fidelity.  While 
Kelly  was  under  arrest  at  Dumfrees  he  voted  for  Davis  as  President 
of  the  Confederate  States  and  William  Smith  for  Congress.  On  the 
evening  of  Kelly's  arrest  Colonel  Brawner  saw  Captain  Nelson,  who 
told  him  the  arrest  was  made  as  a  i>recautionary  measure,  an  advance 
of  the  army  in  that  direction  being  expected,  and  not  for  any  specific 
charge.  Mr.  Lynn,  the  delegate  from  Prince  William,  says  tliat  Kelly's 
general  character  is  good,  and  lie  believes  him  to  be  faithful  to  the 
South.  When  Underwood  was  trying  to  raise  a  Northern  party  in  that 
neighborhood  Kelly  was  opposed  to  him.  I  recommend  the  discharge 
of  this  man  inasmuch  as  no  specific  charge  is  preferred  against  him 
and  there  is  no  evidence  that  any  competent  military  authority  has 
adjudged  his  removal  from  our  military  lines.  The  testimony  before 
me  shows  him  to  be  a  faithful  Southern  man. 

Robert  Allen. — Sent  on  in  the  same  manner  with  Kelly.  Prisoner 
says  he  was  born  in  Prince  William  County.  Lives  at  Occoquan  Mills. 
Says  he  does  not  know  the  cause  of  his  arrest.  Has  not  been  in  Wash- 
ington or  across  the  Potomac  for  twelve  months.  Has  not  been  four 
miles  from  home  since  the  war  began.  Never  has  been  inside  of  the 
enemy's  lines.  Never  saw  a  Yankee  soldier  since  he  came  to  Richmond. 
Never,  that  he  knew,  saw  anyone  from  the  inside  of  the  enemy's  lines 
after  communication  was  prohibited.  His  sympathies  are  with  the 
South.  Voted  for  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  and  member 
of  Confederate  Congress.  Colonel  Brawner  proves  prisoner  is  a  man 
of 'good  character.  Has  never  heard  his  fidelity  to  the  South  ques- 
tioned. Prisoner  lives  in  a  village  in  which  many  Republicans  lived 
and  this  has  afl'ected  the  reputation  of  all  its  inhabitants,  but  he  says 
the  impression  of  the  neighborhood  is  the  prisoner  is  faithful  to  the 
South.  The  prisoner  did  not  act  with  the  Repubhcan  party.  Mr.  Lynn 
proves  the  prisoner  is  a  man  of  good  character  and  faithful  to  the  South. 
I  recommend  the  discharge  of  Allen  for  the  same  reasons  I  recommended 
Kelly.    Both  these  men  should  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Matthew  Milhtead. — Sent  with  the  two  persons  above  named.  This 
man  is  in  the  hospital,  extremely  sick,  and  his  examination  was  conse- 

*  Not  found. 
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quently  very  imperfect.  He  represented  himself  to  be  a  secessionist 
aud  firmly  friendly  to  our  cause.  Colonel  Brawner  proves  he  was  a 
man  of  good  character,  friendly  to  the  South,  and  who  voted  for  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  and  member  of  the  Confederate 
Congress.  This  man  is  in  such  feeble  health  that  his  longer  confine- 
ment will  endanger  his  life.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance. 

"William  Weston. — Sent  with  the  three  above-named  men.  Says  he 
was  born  in  Fairfax  County,  Va.  Is  twenty-seven  years  old.  In  June 
last  went  to  Washington  as  a  hand  on  board  the  Lady  of  the  Lake,  a 
boat  owned  either  by  Samuel  Dentz  or  Silas  Dentz.  Silas  Dentz, 
son  of  Samuel  Dentz,  was  captain.  The  boat  was  loaded  with  wood, 
twenty-six  or  twenty-seven  cords,  a  full  load.  The  prisoner  says  the 
boat  was  loaded  at  Accotink  Mills,  He  was  there  and  went  up  to  see 
his  sister  who  was  married  to  James  Water,  of  Washington,  intending 
to  bring  her  back.  Dentz  said  it  was  the  last  trip  he  would  make. 
Prisoner  says  he  was  taken  sick  and  remained  in  Washington  two 
mouths.  He  then  left  in  company  with  F.  Magruder,  Magruder  bought 
a  skift"  in  which  he  and  Magruder  escaped  from  Wasliington.  In  nine 
days  after  his  return  he  was  arrested.  Daniel  Began  was  a  hand  on 
board  the  boat.  Prisoner  says  he  had  mustered  in  Poliick  Church  in 
May  with  some  of  the  home  guards,  Burk  commanding.  In  this  case 
the  trip  of  the  prisoner  to  Washington  in  the  latter  part  of  June  and 
his  remaining  there  for  two.  months  properly  subjected  him  to  suspicion 
and  I  cannot  at  present  recommend  his  discharge.  But  the  subsequent 
examination  of  F.  Magruder  satisfies  me  Weston  was  sick,  and  anxious 
to  escape  from  Washington  and  I  therefore  recommend  his  discharge. 

Joseph  Plaskett, — Born  in  England.  Lived  in  Fairfax  nearly  eight 
years.  Has  remained  closely  at  home  since  the  war  began.  Has  only 
on(;e  in  ten  weeks  been  to  mill.  Says  he  is  friendly  to  the  Southern 
cause.  Gave  one  valuable  horse  to  a  Fairfax  company  of  cavalry; 
another  impressed  for  the  Southern  ariny.  Has  had  no  communication 
of  any  kind  with  the  enemy.  Mr.  Huntt  and  Mr.  Thomas  proved  him 
to  be  a  man  of  good  character.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Elias  Beach. — Says  he  was  born  in  Fairfax,  Lives  two  miles  and  a 
half  from  Occoquau  within  our  lines.  Passed  our  lines  once  to  go  to 
mill  at  Accotink.  Has  had  no  communication  with  the  enemy.  Has 
not  been  to  Alexandria  since  the  middle  of  June,  when  he  went  to  bring 
from  Alexandria  the  cousin  of  his  wife,  Alfred  Beach.  Alfred  Beach 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  service.  Messrs.  Huntt  and  Thomas 
proved  him  to  be  a  man  of  good  character.    I  recommend  his  discharge. 

Fielding  Magruder. — Prisoner  says  he  was  born  in  Charles  County, 
Md.  Eemoved  to  the  city  of  Washington  in  the  year  1830.  Was 
engaged  there  in  keeping  a  wood  and  lumber  yard.  Twelve  years  ago 
he  purchased  land  in  Virginia  on  Occoquan  Bay.  Three  years  ago  he 
started  a  steam  sawmill  on  this  land  and  fixed  his  own  residence  there, 
going  up  to  Washington  every  three  or  four  weeks  on  Saturday  night 
and  returning  on  Monday,  His  wife  and  his  son  reside  in  Washing- 
ton. His  son  keeps  a  wood  yard  there.  Prisoner  considers  himself 
now  a  citizen  of  Virginia.  His  place  was  within  the  FederaJ  lines  when 
he  was  taken.    Says  he  went  to  Washington  a  day  or  two  after  Alexan- 
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dria  was  taken.  The  Federal  provost-marshal  gave  him  a  general  pass 
to  go  up  and  return  at  pleasure.  Went  up  to  Washington  once  or 
twice  after  Alexandria  was  taken  and  before  his  last  trip.  Prisoner 
says  he  was  taken  sick  at  his  residence  at  Occoquan  and  called  in  Doc- 
tor Whitehead.  The  doctor  remained  with  him  several  days  and 
advised  him  to  go  to  Washington  where  lie  could  have  the  attention  of 
his  wife  and  be  better  nursed.  He  went  to  Washington,  where  he  was 
sick  tliree  weeks,  and  after  his  recovery  remained  some  weeks.  He 
says  he  found  the  state  of  things  in  Washington  so  much  worse  and 
distasteful  to  him  than  it  had  formerly  been  that  he  did  not  apply  for 
a  passport,  but  determined  to  make  his  escai)e.  He  applied  to  several 
longboatmen  to  bring  him  down,  but  they  told  him  they  had  been 
required  to  give  bond  and  security  in  $500  not  to  touch  on  the  Virginia 
shore  and  would  not  take  him.  Pie  met  William  Weston  (mentioned 
above), who  had  been  sick  in  W^ashingtou,  who  agreed  to  escape  with  him. 
He  purchased  a  skifi'  and  in  the  night  went  down  the  river  on  the  Mary- 
land side  until  after  they  passed  Alexandria,  when  they  went  over  to 
the  Virginia  side.  On  the  Monday  after  his  return  he  went  to  the 
picket  at  Mrs.  Wiley's  and  reported  himself  and  was  permitted  to 
return  home.  Subsequently  he  was  arrested  with  others,  taken  to 
Dumfrees  where  he  lay  several  weeks  in  jail  and  thence  was  sent  here. 
Is  a  slave-owner.  I  knew  Mr.  Magruder  in  Washington  before  he 
started  his  steam  mill  in  Virginia.  His  general  character  for  veracity 
was  good.  He  was  considered  an  honest  man.  I  was  satisfied  from 
his  general  character  and  from  conversation  with  him  he  was  a  South- 
ern man  in  his  political  feelings  and  opinions,  f  recommend  his  dis- 
charge on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  (Note:  On  the  statement 
he  makes  of  Weston's  sickness  and  desire  to  escape  from  Washington 
I  recommend  the  discharge  of  Weston.) 

Clinton  Buskirk. — Born  in  Pennsylvania,  at  Johnstown ;  has  lived  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  and  Logan  County,  Va.,  until  the  spring  of 
1859,  when  he  removed  to  Piketon,  Ky.  Was  arrested  by  Colonel 
Williams.  Says  two  of  his  brothers  are  in  Floyd's  brigade.  On  his 
examination  was  confused,  and  I  had  great  difflculty  in  extracting  any- 
thing from  him.  Refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  General 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  knows  nothing  of  him.  Mr.  W^ilton  knows 
nothing  of  him  except  that  he  has  heard  he  has  two  brothers  in 
Floyd's  brigade.  Mr.  McDonald,  delegate  from  Logan,  proves  while 
in  Logan  he  bore  a  good  character  and  has  one  brother  in  Floyd's  bri- 
gade. I  cannot  recommend  his  discharge,  but  think  he  ought  to  be 
held  as  a  prisoner  to  be  exchanged  for  some  of  our  men  taken  in 
Kentucky. 

William  Ferguson.— Born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ky.;  arrested  by 
Colonel  Williams'  command  while  attempting  to  serve' process  issued 
byApperson,  commissioner  of  the  United  States,  for  two  witnesses  in 
Magoffin  County,  Ky.,  summoned  to  testify  in  the  cases  of  two  men 
arrested  as  friends  of  the  South.  Says  he  sustains  the  present  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  although  he  detests  Lincoln;  sustains 
the  old  government  of  Kentucky.  Will  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  Confederate  States,  but  will  take  an  oath  to  be  neutral,  and  that 
he  will  not  take  part  in  the  war  or  give  any  information  to  the  enemy. 
General  Johnston  proves  him  to  be  a  man  of  good  character,  who  will 
stand  by  his  oath.  I  cannot  recommend  his  discharge,  but  think  he 
should  be  heid  to  be  exchanged  for  our  friends  arrested  in  Kentucky. 
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Andrew  Tennison. — Says  he  was  born  in  Fairfax;  believes  he  was 
arrested  from  a  malicious  charge  preferred  by  Henry  Sartaiii.  Says 
when  the  Federal  troops  were  going  to  Bull  Run  they  took  him  and 
Joseph  Lyles  prisoners,  destroyed  his  garden,  and  used  his  parlor  as  an 
office.  Afterwards,  when  the  couflnemeut  of  his  wife  was  approaching, 
she  begged  him  to  go  to  the  store  and  get  her  some  rice  and  other 
articles.  On  his  way  met  Horace  Edsall  guiding  a  party  of  Federal 
soldiers  under  command  of  Colonel  Taylor.  Edsall  said  prisoner  was 
a  good  secessionist  and  could  guide  part  of  them  and  he  would  go  with 
the  others.  Colonel  Taylor  with  part  of  the  men  told  him  to  go  to  the 
brick  house.  He  tried  to  beg  off,  saying  if  Sartain  saw  him  he  would 
be  sure  to  report  him.  Taylor  then  drew  his  pistol  and  threatened  to 
shoot  him  if  he  did  not  guide  them.  He  submitted  and  went  with 
them  to  the  brick  house.  They  brought  him  back  to  the  railroad  and 
discharged  him.  Sartain  saw  him  on  the  way  and  told  General  Stuart 
prisoner  was  guiding  the  enemy.  Says  he  is  a  Southern  man  in  his 
feelings  and  went  with  Virginia.  Refers  to  Capt.  Murray  Mason,  of 
the  Navy,  as  a  man  who  knew  he  was  a  Southern  man.  Says  he  is  a 
Southern  Methodist  and  never  agreed  with  the  Northern  men.  Mr. 
Huntt  gives  him  a  good  character.  I  think  this  case  cannot  properly 
be  investigated  here.  If  evidence  exists  to  fix  improper  intercourse 
with  the  enemy  on  the  prisoner  it  must  be  found  at  Manassas.  No 
specific  charge  is  made  against  him.  If  the  prisoner  is  to  be  judged 
on  his  own  statement  then  all  that  statement  must  be  taken  and  on  his 
statement  his  guidance  of  the  enemy  was  compulsory.  I  advise  he  be 
returned  to  Manassas  with  direction  if  there  be  other  proof  against 
him  to  have  it  taken  and  the  facts  on  which  he  is  detained  ascertained. 
If  there  be  no  siieciflc  charge  against  him  of  criminal  connection  with 
the  enemy  he  ought  to  be  discharged  on  the  ground  that  his  long 
imprisonment  is  a  sufficient  punishment  for  a  venial  oflense.  If  there 
be  criminal  conduct  which  amounts  to  an  offense  against  military  law 
he  ought  to  be  turned  over  to  a  military  tribunal  for  trial.  If  the 
offense  be  against  the  civil  laws  he  ought  to  be  turned  over  to  the  civil 
tribunals  for  trial.  I  would  suggest  that  in  every  case  in  which  a 
prisoner  is  hereafter  sent  to  headquarters  at  Richmond  a  statement  of 
the  facts  and  names  of  the  witnesses  be  sent  with  him. 

Wilson  Arthur. — ^Born  in  Randolph ;  moved  in  1819  to  the  place  he 
now  lives  in  Webster  County.  Says  he  does  not  know  for  what  he 
was  arrested ;  supposes  it  was  because  he  had  been  against  secession, 
but  he  says  when  the  State  went  out  he  went  with  it.  Has  never  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  Yankees  or  their  friends  in  Virginia.  Says  he 
never  fought  the  Yankees  because  they  did  not  come  to  his  neighbor- 
hood. He  is  too  old  to  go  after  them,  but  he  lent  his  gun  twice  to  young 
men  to  go  after  them.  He  is  flfty-tive  years  old.  Mr.  McLaughlin 
proves  him  to  be  a  man  of  good  character.  Says  he  was  arrested 
because  of  malicious  charges  preferred  by  a  man  he  sued  for  killing  a 
dog.  Some  persons  doubted  his  fidelity.  Mr.  McLaughlin  did  not. 
Mr.  Alderson  gives  him  a  good  character.  Says  he  voted  for  a  seces- 
sionist to  represent  him.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance. 

John  O'Brien. — An  old  man ;  says  he  was  born  in  Harrison  County ; 
moved  to  the  head  of  the  Little  Kanawha,  thence  to  the  Sandy  Fork 
of  Elk,  thence  to  Webster.  The  old  man  has  spent  his  life  in  the  woods 
hunting  and  seems  to  be  very  ignorant  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  settle- 
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ments.  Has  a  great  respect  for  tlie  old  Commonwealth  of  Ylrginia 
and  great  contempt  and  hatred  for  the  attempted  government  at 
Wheeling.  Does  not  seem  to  know  much  of  the  difference  between 
the  United  States  and  Confederate  States,  but  is  willing  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  old  State  of  Virginia  and  any  government 
she  belongs  to.  Mr.  McLaughlin  proves  he  is  a  man  of  good  character 
ignorant  of  all  things  going  on  in  the  settlements.  He  lives  remote 
from  settlements  in  the  woods,  and  makes  his  living  by  hunting  and 
digging  ginseng.  Mr.  Eobinson,  prosecuting  attorney  of  Nicholas, 
proves  his  general  character  is  good.  Has  a  son  in  Swann's  company, 
Tompkins'  regiment,  Wise  Legion.  I  I'ecommend  his  discharge  on 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Miles  O'Brien. — Son  of  John  O'Brien ;  does  not  know  for  what  he  is 
arrested ;  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Union  men  or  Yankees  except 
to  go  with  some  of  his  neighbors  to  Sutton  to  fight  them  when  he  heard 
they  were  coming  here,  but  they  did  not  come;  lives  with  his  father; 
does  not  know  much  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  settlements;  stands  for 
the  old  government  of  YirgiTiia;  is  a  cooper  and  farmer;  hunts  and  digs 
ginseng.    Is  williug  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Sampson  Stover. — Born  in  Franklin;  moved  to  Lawrence  County, 
Ky.,  where  he  was  separated  from  his  wife;  moved  back  to  Raleigh, 
where  he  has  lived  several  years.  Says  his  children  left  him  several 
years  ago  and  went  to  Ohio.  Has  heard  nothing  from  them.  Says  he 
has  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Yankees  or  Union  men.  Is  willing  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  have  no  evidence  about  this  man,_and  from 
his  examination  I  can  find  no  cause  for  detaining  him.  I  recommend 
his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

J.Wills. — Aged  thirty;  born  in  Grayson;  went  to  Ealeigh  twelve 
years  ago  and  bought  laud  there.  Does  not  |know]  for  what  he  was 
arrested.  Thinks  it  was  from  a  malicious  charge  of  Jasper  Cole  that 
he  was  a  Union  man.  Says  he  is  a  Southern  man.  Is  a  Methodist. 
When  the  church  divided  he  went  with  the  Southern  Methodists.  Has 
never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Y"ankees  since.  Voted  against  seces- 
sion, but  wlien  the  State  went  out  he  went  with  it.  Willing  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  have  no  evidence  about  this  man.  His  exam- 
ination shows  no  cause  for  detaining  him.  I  recommend  his  discharge 
on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

William  Deekins.— Of  Ealeigh;  says  he  is  a  Southern  man  in  his  feel- 
ings and  action.  Had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Yankees  or  Union  men. 
Saw  some  of  the  Yankees  passing  to  Ealeigh.  Had  no  communication 
with  them.    I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  tlie  oath  of  allegiance. 

Isaac  Scarborough.— Fifty-one  years  old ;  says  lie  was  born  in  Monroe ; 
moved  to  Fayette,  near  Ealeigh ;  when  arrested  was  within  two  miles 
of  home  going  with  a  load  of  beeswax  and  ginseng  down  toward  Kana- 
wha to  sell.  Does  not  know  to  whom  he  expected  to  sell  it.  Had 
heard  a  man  named  Leveus  bought  ginseng.  Heard  ho  kejjt  a  store; 
cannot  say  Avho  told  him  so.  Thinks  Mr.  Guss'  people  told  him  so. 
Denies  he  had  any  connection  with  the  Northern  or  Union  men. 
Arrested  by  the  Caskie  Eangers.    They  took  his  horse;  told  him  they 

had  orders  to  take  back  all  the .     Said  tliere  was  no  charge  against 

him.     Says  he  voted  against  the  ordinance  of  secession,  but  supports 
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the  South.  Gave  Oaskie  Eangers  a  horse  worth  $100  and  fine  beef- 
cattle.  His  arrest  was  just  before  the  Northern  men  went  to  Raleigh, 
Willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  have  no  evidence  about  this 
man  except  Lis  own  examination.  His  conduct  in  starting  to  Kanawha 
just  before  the  Yankees  went  to  Raleigh  is  very  suspicious,  and  justifies 
his  arrest.  But  it  amounts  to  no  more  than  suspicion,  and  after  his 
long  imprisonment  I  think  he  may  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance. 

Isaac  Bays. — Says  he  was  born  in  Fayette;  moved  to  Boone,  and 
moved  back  to  Fayette  last  spring.  Does  not  know  for  what  he  was 
arrested;  was  told  all  the  men  from  that  end  of  the  county  were  to  be 
moved.  Says  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Northern  men  or  the 
Union  men.  Says  he  always  held  to  the  Southern  side.  Says  he 
agreed  to  take  care  of  the  family  and  property  of  his  brother-in-law  if 
he  would  volunteer,  which  he  did.  Has  now  the  family  and  property 
of  his  brother-in-law  under  his  charge.  Wanted  to  vote  for  secession, 
but  his  vote  was  counted  out  because  since  his  return  from  Boone  he 
had  not  lived  long  enough  in  Fayette  to  enable  him  to  vote.  I  have  no 
evidence  about  this  man  except  his  own.  I  recommend  his  discharge 
on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Isaac  Williams, — Says  he  was  born  in  Giles,  near  Fayette.  Lives 
in  Fayette;  arrested  because  it  was  reported  he  was  a  Union  man. 
Says  he  voted  against  secession,  but  did  not  know  then  the  Union  was 
broken;  has  no  learning.  As  soon  as  he  heard  the  Union  was  broken 
he  stuck  to  the  South.  Has  not  seen  the  Northern  army.  Was  opposed 
to  the  formation  of  a  home  guard.  I  have  no  evidence  about  this  man 
other  than  his  own  examination,  and  if  that  be  true  he  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged. I  therefore  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oatli  of 
allegiance. 

Stewart  Armstrong. — Born  in  Greenbrier ;  moved  to  Fayette,  Does 
not  know  for  what  he  is  arrested.  Voted  against  secession,  but  when 
the  State  went  out  felt  bound  to  sustain  it.  Opposed  to  the  formation 
of  a  home  guard.  Had  nothing  to  do  with  Northern  army  or  Union 
men.  Prisoner  was  proved  by  Mr.  Alderson  to  be  a  man  of  good  char- 
acter.   I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

John  Honaker. — A  youth.  Born  in  Fayette.  Says  he  was  always  a 
secessionist.  His  father  voted  for  secession.  His  father  and  mother 
were  from  home  when  lie  was  arrested.  Says  his  horse  was  taken.  He 
went  to  get  him  and  was  arrested.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

William  A.  Kelley. — Says  he  was  born  in  Giles  County,  Va.  Lives 
on  Lyle  Creek,  in  Fayette  County,  near  Cotton  Hill.  Says  when  he  was 
arrested  he  had  been  to  Anderson  Wilson's  to  look  for  a  young  steer. 
Was  told  he  was  arrested  because  the  army  wanted  neither  friend  nor  foe 
to  pass.  Says  he  is  a  secessionist  but  did  not  vote.  Let  the  secession 
party  have  some  oats  and  grain.  Has  several  times  seen  the  Yankee 
army  at  Fall's  Mills  (Fall's  Mills  are  opposite  the  moutli  of  Gauley,  on 
New  River).  Says  he  went  to  Fall's  Mills  because  all  the  other  mills 
were  dry.  Had  no  communication  with  the  Yankees.  Colonel  Coleman 
proved  the  prisoner  was  a  man  of  bad  character,  both  for  veracity  and 
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integrity.  He  further  proved  the  streams  were  unusually  high  in  that 
vicinity  this  summer,  so  high  that  the  mills  were  washed  away.  Pris- 
oner then  said  he  went  to  Fall's  Mills  because  the  mills  were  washed 
away.  The  examination  of  the  prisoner  created  the  impression  on  my 
mind  that  he  was  a  spy  for  the  etiemy,  and  that  such  a  man  remaining 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy  would  be  dangerous.  I  think  he  ought  not 
to  be  discharged. 

William  Workman. — Aged  forty;  born  in  Boone  and  now  lives  there. 
Says  no  great  division  in  his  county  on  the  Union  and  secession 
question  until  recently.  Some  men  in  his  neighborhood  made  a  stir, 
six  or  seven  gathered  together,  filled  a  part  of  the  road ;  never  heard 
of  a  fortification  until  he  was  brought  out;  saw  it  then  about  two  miles 
from  where  the  road  was  obstructed.  He  says  he  has  not  been  to 
Kanawha;  has  been  to  Peytona.  Says  after  Boone  OourtHouse  was 
burned  Mrs.  Smoot  wished  him  to  get  her  husband  released  from  con- 
finement as  a  prisoner  taken  by  the  Federals  at  Boone  Court-House. 
Says  he  went  to  Peytona,  where  he  saw  a  captain  of  the  Federal  army, 
who  went  to  Charleston  and  informed  him  on  his  return  Smoot  would  be 
exchanged.  Says  afterward  he  heard  Smoot  and  Miller,  who  was  taken 
with  him,  had  got  back  and  he  left  home  to  see  if  he  could  do  anything 
for  them.  He  went  over  to  Coal  and  turned  up  a  small  creek  to  get  liis 
breakfast.  After  breakfast  he  saw  two  companies  of  the  Federal  troops 
passing  down  the  road  and  the  cavalry  was  immediately  behind  them. 
He  galloped  on  and  saw  Augustus  Pach,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner 
by  tliem  Avith  his  cattle.  Some  salutations  passed  and  he  told  Pach  the 
cavalry  would  be  on  him  in  a  minute.  He  galloped  on  and  went  to 
Peytona.  He  says  the  Federals  did  not  go  to  Peytona.  Declares  he 
does  not  know  what  became  of  the  troops  engaged  in  the  battles.  Says 
he  saw  some  at  Peytona  who  might  have  been  there.  Says  the  Federal 
troops  he  passed  when  Pach  was  released  were  all  strangers  to  him. 
Says  he  returned  from  Peytona  home  Friday  morning  and  was  arrested 
on  Sunday  morning  at  home.  States  there  were  men  passing  through 
the  neighborhood  not  belonging  to  either  army  who  would  press  horses 
in  the  name  of  the  army  and  take  them  for  their  own  use.  To  put 
down  these  thieves  and  protect  their  property  he  says  a  company  was 
formed  in  the  neighborhood  to  which  he  belonged.  Says  his  brothers, 
Floyd  Cook,  four  Gunnoes,  William  Walker  and  others  belonged  to  it. 
This  man's  examination  impressed  me  with  the  belief  he  was  a  very 
cautious  and  cunning  man;  but  his  account  of  himself  was  very  con- 
fused and  unsatisfactory.  I  examined  Mr.  McDonald,  who  states  he 
has  no  personal  knowledge  of  Workman's  conduct  since  the  secession 
question  arose,  but  says  immediately  after  General  Wise  Avithdrew  from 
the  Kanawha  Eiver  it  was  generally  believed  Workman  had  gone  to 
Kanawha  and  opened  communications  with  the  Federalists.  The 
neighborhood  was  an  unsound  one.  A  company  was  formed  there  that 
placed  obstructions  in  the  road,  fortified  themselves  on  the  head  of  Coal 
Eiver  and  threatened  to  burn  the  town  of  Oceana.  They  took  prison- 
ers two  of  the  militia  scouts  sent  out  to  ascertain  the  state  of  things; 
took  them  inside  of  their  breast- works  and  swore  them.  The  scouts  were 
Morris  Cook  and  Henry  Clay.  One  of  these  scouts  professed  to  be  a 
Union  man  and  learned  they  expected  the  arrival  of  a  regiment  of 
Union  men  and  that  Workman  had  gone  after  them.  I  think  this  man 
ought  not  to  be  discharged,  but  if  on  further  inquiry  the  evidence  of 
Pach  and  the  scouts  can  be  obtained  he  should  be  brought  to  trial  in 
the  C.  S.  court  at  Wyihe,  or  in  county  of  Wyoming,  Va. 
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Floyd  Cook.— Born  in  Giles  County,  now  Boone,  near  where  he  now 
lives;  living  near  William  Workman.  Says  a  company  was  organized 
to  protect  their  property  from  horse-thieves.  Was  arrested  one  mile 
and  a  half  from  home.  Had  gone  to  Amos  Workman's  to  persuade 
the  men  assembled  there  to  disperse.  Saw  some  men  there;  saw  John 
Gunnoe  (not  the  one  in  prison),  B.  F.  Perry  and  some  men  from  llaleigh 
he  did  not  know.  Saw  another  Perry  and  Micajah  White.  Tliesemen 
had  assembled  because  tliey  were  informed  a  horse-stealing  party  would 
be  in  their  neighborhood  in  a  few  days.  This  party  had  Morris  Cook 
and  Clay  in  custody  as  prisoners.  Does  not  know  what  party  left 
Amos  Workman's  and  was  arrested  on  the  road  home.  William  Work- 
man was  arrested  immediately  afterward.  The  party  then  proceeded 
to  Amos  Workman's.  He  does  not  recollect  who  he  saw  there  at  that 
time  except  his  son  who  had  just  gone  in  from  the  mountains.  Says 
the  Gerald  boys  were  arrested  soon  after  he  was.  They  had  been  out 
hunting  cattle.  Says  he  saw  where  some  trees  had  been  cut  across  the 
road  and  he  saw  some  brush  thrown  up  on  the  side  of  the  mountain 
which  was  called  a  fortification.  He  did  not  go  near  enough  to  see  if 
there  were  any  logs  and  stones  in  it.  Says  he  was  a  member  of  the 
company  organized  in  the  neighborhood  to  keep  off  the  horse-thieves. 
Says  his  son,  William  Workman,  Amos,  James  and  Lawson  Workman 
were  members;  also  M.  G.  White  and  his  two  sons;  the  Gunnoes,  W. 
Walker,  B.  F.  Perry  and  Benj.  Workman;  does  not  remember  the 
others.  Had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Southern  or  Northern  army  or  the 
Union  men.  Is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Mr.  McDonald 
knows  nothing  of  his  own  knowledge  of  Floyd  Cook's  course  since  the 
act  of  secession,  but  says  it  was  understood  in  the  neighborhood  Cook 
was  a  member  of  the  company  which  obstructed  the  road,  fortified  it, 
threatened  Wyoming  with  invasion.  Says  Morris  Cook  and  Henry 
Clay,  the  militia  scouts  who  were  arrested  and  disarmed  by  this  party, 
say  Floyd  Cook  was  the  principal  actor  and  that  it  was  done  within  the 
breast-works.  I  think  this  man  ought  not  to  be  released.  His  exami- 
nation compared  with  Workman's  satisfies  me  he  was  a  member  of  a 
most  dangerous  and  treasonable  organization.  They  were  attempting 
to  take  possession  of  mountain  passes  at  the  head  of  Coal  Eiver  on  the 
most  direct  route  from  Kanawha  to  East  Tennessee.  If  this  organiza- 
tion is  not  broken  up  it  may  give  the  Federal  army  most  important 
aid  in  any  movement  toward  Tennessee.  I  think  inquiry  ought  to  be 
made  if  testimony  of  the  facts  stated  by  McDonald  can  be  procured, 
and  if  it  can  be  procured  the  man  ought  to  be  put  on  his  trial. 

Parris  Gerrold. — Says  he  was  with  three  others,  his  cousins,  hunting 
some  cattle  when  he  was  arrested  by  Pate's  company.  He  was  stated 
by  Workman  and  Floyd  Cook  to  be  a  member  of  that  company  and 
was  arrested  when  the  party  at  the  fortifications  was  taken,  and  was 
probably  one  of  the  persons  taken  in  the  fortifications  and  was  armed. 
I  recommend  he  should  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

Samuel  Dentz.— Born  in  Fairfax  County,  Va.  Prisoner  says  when  he 
was  arrested  he  was  told  it  was  for  furnishing  the  enemy  with  wood. 
Denies  he  did  so.  Says  he  is  a  farmer  and  sold  wood  to  the  long- 
boatmen.  Says  he  did  not  own  a  boat,  and  did  not  sell  wood  after  the 
boats  ceased  to  run  to  Washington  when  the  governor's  proclamation 
issued.  Says  he  did  not  hold  communication  with  the  enemy  in  any 
way.  Says  he  is  thoroughly  Southern ;  voted  for  and  supported  the 
secession  movement.    Says  his  sou,  Silas  Dentz,  twenty-nine  years  of 
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age  and  who  is  independent  of  him,  owned  a  boat  for  wMc£  he  (Silas) 
paid  about  $1,500.  To  prevent  this  boat  being  destroyed  Silas  took 
it  to  Washington.  Prisoner  says  he  remonstrated  with  him  and  urged 
on  him  it  was  better  to  lose  the  boat,  but  Silas  would  not  regard  his 
remonstrances.  Does  not  know  what  became  of  Silas  after  he  went 
to  Washington.  Mr.  Huntt  proves  prisoner  to  be  a  mau  of  good 
character,  a  man  of  honesty  and  veracity.  He  owns  land  and  slaves; 
lias  always  been  on  the  Southern  side  and  voted  for  secession.  Wit- 
ness thinks  the  boat  belonged  to  Silas  Dentz  and  not  to  the  prisoner. 
Colonel  Brawiier  and  Mr.  Thomas  prove  the  prisoner  is  a  man  of  good 
character.  Dr.  Richard  C.  Mason  (who  was  for  some  time  a  practicing 
physician  in  this  neighborhood  and  has  been  for  many  years  a  justice 
of  the  peace)  proves  prisoner  was  a  man  of  excellent  character,  a 
Southern  man  and  a  secessionist.  He  proves  that  in  February  or 
IVIarch  last  prisoner  was  present  in  a  meeting  held  to  expel  from  the 
country  a  man  who  was  suspected  to  entertain  incendiary  opinions, 
Dentz  is  seiit  here  by  an  order  of  the  provost-marshal  at  Manassas  on 
the  19th  of  November,  1861,  which  states  he  is  represented  as  an  unsafe 
man  to  go  at  large.  Colonel  Eobertson,  commanding  the  Fourth  Vir- 
ginia Cavalry,  represents  him  as  a  notorious  traitor,  he  having  recently 
taken  license  to  furnish  the  Federal  Government  with  wood.  The 
evidence  satisfies  me  that  up  to  the  ratification  of  the  secession  ordi- 
nance by  Virginia  Dentz  was  a  true  Southern  man,  voting  for  sustain- 
ing the  secession  movement.  Since  then  I  have  no  evidence  of  his  con- 
duct except  such  as  is  afforded  by  his  examination.  On  what  evidence 
Colonel  Eobertson  believed  he  had  taken  license  to  furnish  the  Federal 
Government  with  wood  I  do  not  know.  I  think  it  probable  the  offense 
of  tie  son  was  charged  on  the  parent.  But  the  charge  if  there  be 
evidence  to  support  it  ought  to  be  tried  in  a  criminal  court  instead  of 
sending  him  here.  He  ought  to  have  been  sent  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace  to  institute  a  prosecution  against  him.  I  have  no  evidence  to 
justify  the  institution  of  a  prosecution  against  him.  If  such  evidence 
should  exist  a  discharge  now  will  be  no  bar  to  a  legal  prosecution.  I 
recommend  his  discharge. 

Forest  Olden. — Born  in  Alexandria;  lived  near  Colchester  eighteen 
years;  longboatman  by  profession.  This  spring  made  three  trips  to 
Washington  in  a  boat  belonging  to  Mr.  Trice.  Stopped  running  when 
the  governor's  proclamation  issued.  When  he  stopped  boating  worked 
his  garden  until  harvest.  After  harvest  marketed  to  our  camp;  never 
had  any  intercourse  with  the  enemy.  Says  the  Southern  pickets  ate  at 
his  house  and  got  fodder.  Says  he  often  helped  Marylanders  who  came 
over  to  join  the  Maryland  regiment.  Mr.  Huntt  and  Mr.  Thomas  tes- 
tify to  his  good  character.  Sent  here  with  the  order  of  the  19th  of 
November.  Colonel  Eobertson  says  must  be  sent  to  Eichmond  as  a 
person  whom  it  is  not  safe  to  have  at  large.  No  charge  is  made  against 
him.  A  large  discretion  must  be  vested  in  our  military  officers,  yet 
when  they  arrest  citizens  and  send  them  to  Eichmond  they  ought  to 
send  some  evidence  on  which  they  may  be  lawfully  detained.  As  there 
is  no  evidence  on  which  this  man  may  be  lawfully  detained  I  must 
recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

William  H.  Williamson.— Citizen  of  Fairfax  County ;  resides  where  he 
was  bom  two  and  half  miles  south  of  Burke's  Station,  Orange  and 
Alexandria  Eailroad,  and  four  miles  from  Occoquan;  place  called 
Williamson's    Cross-Eoads,  two    and  a  half  miles  from  Marshall's 
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(vidette  po^t)  where  lie  was  taken.  He  came  over  to  Marshall's  to 
briug  him  some  meat  which  he  had  sold  him.  He  hfis  not  seen  a  Fed- 
oral  since  the  22d  of  August,  when  he  went  to  Alexandria  after  his 
liorse  which  had  been  taken  from  him  on  the  advance.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy  on  the  16th  or  17th  of  August  and  released 
same  day.  He  gave  them  no  information  during  his  imprisonment. 
His  wife  has  not  been  to  Alexandria  since  its  occupation  nor  has  she 
been  more  than  a  mile  from  home  in  twelve  months.  His  daughter 
married  in  Baltimore.  Has  not  heard  from  her  since  the  war  began. 
1  lis  other  children  are  small.  His  oldest  son  is  in  the  C.  S.  army.  He 
lias  one  or  two  nephews  also.  His  wife  and  three  small  children  are 
now  at  home  with  no  one  to  look  after  or  protect  them.  He  protests 
tliat  he  is  true  to  the  South  and  is  willing  to  leave  it  to  his  neighbors. 
He  was  taken  Wednesday,  20th  instant,  and  brought  to  Colonel 
Ivobertson.  I  tile  the  papers  sent  with  this  man.  His  examination 
concurs  with  the  statement  in  the  papers.  He  says  he  went  through 
the  pickets  to  deliver  some  beef  he  hud  sold  to  one  Martin.  Whether 
he  ever  passed  them  at  other  times  does  not  appear.  He  has  a  son  and 
t  wo  nephews  in  the  army.  Mr.  Huntt  says  his  character  for  veracity 
is  not  very  good.  He  voted  for  secession.  A  large  discretion  must  be 
vested  in  our  commanding  oflicers.  It  is  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the 
army.  In  this  case  there  is  a  specific  offense  which  if  overlooked 
might  result  in  great  mischief  to  our  forces.  I  am  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  minute  details  of  our  position  or  with  the  facts 
iilleged  against  this  man  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  questions:  (1) 
Whether  this  man's  confinement  has  been  a  sufticient  punishment  for 
his  offense?  (2)  Whether  he  might  now  be  released  without  endanger- 
ing the  safety  of  our  operations?  I  would  advise  that  the  military 
authorities  at  Manassas  be  written  to  for  information  on  these  questions, 

Isaac  Hall. — Born  in  Fairfax  County;  lives  near  Occoquan;  was 
always  a  Southern  man;  voted  for  secession ;  owns  a  farm  and  slaves. 
Never  had  any  communication  with  the  enemy.  Yankees  once  stole 
one  of  his  slaves  but  the  boy  escaped  and  returned  home.  Mr.  Huntt, 
JMr.  Thomas  and  Doctor  Mason  proved  his  character  is  good,  and  lie  has 
seven  nephews  in  our  army.  He  was  sent  here  from  Manassas  with  an 
order  dated  November  14,  in  which  it  is  said  Major  Boyle  will  forward 
the  five  men  to  Richmond,  noting  Bayless  as  a  dangerous  character, 
understood  to  have  been  specially  active  in  communicating  with  the 
enemy.  The  other  four  persons  it  is  not  considered  safe  to  have  about 
our  lines.  No  specific  charge  is  made  against  Hall.  I  am  satisfied 
he  IS  a  Southern  man  of  good  character,  and  his  feelings  are  with 
our  cause.  On  what  grounds  he  has  become  an  object  of  suspicion  to 
our  oflicers  I  do  not  know.  From  the  evidence  before  me  1  do  not  see 
anything  charged  against  him  which  would  prevent  his  immediate  dis- 
charge on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  While  1  feel  a  large  discretion 
must  be  vested  in  our  officers,  yet  that  discretion  must  be  reconciled  to 
the  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  I  know  of  no  mode  of  doing  so  but  to 
require  with  each  prisoner  sent  here  there  should  be  a  statement  of  some 
fact  which  justifies  the  arrest  and  detention,  with  the  evidence  to  sus- 
tain it.  In  this  mode  each  case  may  be  reached  and  the  proper  prose- 
cutions be  instituted.  In  the  present  case  the  continuance  of  this  man's 
confinement  for  anything  I  can  see  would  be  simply  an  exercise  of 
arbitrary  power  on  suspicion.    I  recommend  his  discharge. 

Peyton  Hall. — Nephew  of  Isaac  Hall;  a  young  man  who  has  been 
trading  to  our  camp  this  summer.     Has  a  brother  and  several  cousins 
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in  the  Southern  army.  Has  had  no  intercourse  of  any  kind  with  the 
enemy;  proved  to  be  a  man  of  good  character.  He  is  included  in  the 
same  order  with  Isaac  Hall.  J^o  specific  charge  made.  I  recommend 
his  discharge  on  the  same  grounds  I  recommend  Isaac  Hall's.  To  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Elibeck  Hall. — Nephew  of  Isaac  Hall;  this  young  man's  character  is 
good.  His  feelings  and  associations  are  with  the  South,  Included  in 
the  same  order  with  Isaac  and  Peyton  Hall.  For  reasons  given  in 
Isaac  Hall's  case  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance. 

George  Bayless. — Born  in  Alexandria;  farmer  and  overseer.  Says 
he  never  has  been  inclined  to  the  North ;  always  a  Southern  man.  This 
year  he  is  overseer  for  Mrs.  Lemoine.  Says  the  scouts  of  the  enemy 
often  came  onto  the  plantation  of  which  he  is  overseer,  but  he  always 
kept  out  of  their  way  when  he  could.  Never  gave  them  information  or 
aid.  Believes  he  was  arrested  on  the  information  of  one  Milstead,  Avho 
was  a  tenant  of  Mrs.  Lemoine's,  and  with  whom  Bayless  had  some  diffi- 
culty about  a  field,  which  Mrs.  Lemoine  told  Bayless  that  Milstead  had 
not  rented,  but  which  Milstead  claimed.  Proved  by  Mr.  Huntt  and  Mr. 
Thomas  to  bear  a  good  character.  Doctor  Mason  says  he  has  known 
him  for  many  years,  and  his  character  is  as  good  as  can  be.  Says  his 
impression,  founded  on  conversations  with  Bayless,  is,  he  was  a  South- 
ern man.  Says  Mrs.  Lemoine  is  in  Louisiana  and  all  her  property  is  in 
Bayless'  care.  The  charge  against  Bayless  is  active  communication 
with  the  enemy.  It  is  not  directly  made.  It  is  said  he  was  understood 
to  be  active  in  communicating  with  the  enemy.  No  proof  is  before  me. 
If  any  exists,  Bayless  as  a  citizen  is  entitled  to  its  production,  and  to 
have  the  charge  tried  before  the  proper  tribunal.  No  evidence  has  been 
furnished  me  to  institute  proceedings  in  any  form.  A  prosecution  in 
the  proper  forum  for  this  charge  will  not  be  barred  by  his  discharge 
now.  For  want  of  evidence,  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance. 

A.  Abott. — Prisoner  says  he  was  born  in  England.  His  father 
moved  when  prisoner  was  four  yearti  old  to  Andover,  Mass.,  and  eight 
years  afterward  to  Concord,  N.  H.,  where  prisoner  lived  eight  years. 
From  there  he  went  to  Camden  County,  Ga.,  and  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business,  which  he  has  followed  since.  Has  three  partners,  two 
in  Maine,  one  in  Nova  Scotia.  His  lumber  was  shipped  to  the  North 
from  Charleston,  but  afterward  sent  from  Satilla  River,  Ga.  Says  his 
last  cargo  was  shipped  the  16th  of  June  last  consigned  to  a  New  York 
house.  He  went  on  with  it  to  get  an  advance  on  it.  He  failed  to  do 
so  and  after  staying  in  New  York  four  or  five  days  returned  to  Charles- 
ton and  Savanna)) ;  thence  went  to  Camden  County,  in  Georgia.  Then 
he  took  care  of  his  teams,  placing  them  with  Taylor;  then  took  passage 
in  a  lumber  sloop  to  Baltimore.  Staid  there  three  or  four  days  and 
came  to  Virginia.  He  assigns  the  following  reasons  for  coming  to  V  ir- 
ginia.  He  says  a  year  ago  last  spring  he  purchased  from  one  Wilson, 
then  and  now  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department,  one  fourth  of  400 
acres  of  land  i  n  Fairfax  County,  Va.  For  this  he  paid  $2,000.  He  does 
not  know  whether  Wilson  ever  made  him  a  deed.  The  other  three- 
fourths  were  owned  by  Snow,  Smith  and  by  Wilson.  Snow  lived  on 
the  laud,  but  paid  no  rent.    Money  was  advanced  to  improve  the  land. 
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Wilson  called  on  prisoner  to  advance  money  for  this  purpose.  When 
he  arrived  in  Baltimore  he  met  Wilson  who  informed  hiin  Snow  was  a 
prisoner,  and  offered  to  pay  him  $;")0  a  mouth  to  go  on  the  land  and 
take  care  of  it.  Prisoner  accepted  the  offer ;  left  Baltimore,  came  across 
the  Patuxent,  and  crossed  the  Potomac  above  Aquia  Oreek.  There  he 
was  arrested  by  a  part  of  General  Holmes'  command  and  taken  to 
Fredericksburg,  where  he  was  imprisoned.  After  some  days  he  says 
lie  was  exan\iiied  by  Oeneral  Holmes  and  the  mayor  and  permitted  to 
go  to  his  farm  in  Fairfax.  The  day  after  he  got  to  the  farm  Snow 
returned  home.  He  says  he  then  went  to  find  Chester  Avery  on  busi- 
ness of  Lant  &  Harris,  of  Baltimore.  Was  arrested  and  taken  to  Ma- 
nassas. Says  his  memorandum  book  and  papers  were  taken  from  him  at 
Manassas.  From  this  man's  statement  and  from  his  manner  under 
examination  I  am  satisfied  he  is  a  spy,  and  it  was  obvious  to  me  that 
he  was  giving  false  accounts  of  his  conduct  in  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  and  Virginia.  I  think  he  ought  to  be  held  in  custody  as  a  spy 
until  evidence  suf&cient  to  try  him  can  be  procured. 

E.  Birch. — Says  he  was  born  in  Alexandria  County;  is  twenty-seven 
years  old;  lives  with  his  father  near  Falls  Church.  His  father  went 
regularly  to  Washington  under  a  general  pass  until  August  last. 
Prisoner  has  not  been  to  Washington  since  1st  of  August,  then  he  got 
a  pass  from  General  Sumner,  who  he  says  told  him  he  would  not  give 
him  another  unless  he  moved  within  the  lines.  General  Stuart's  pickets 
were  stationed  at  his  father's  house  from  the  middle  of  August  to  last 
September,  when  prisoner  was  taken  and  brought  away.  He  refuses 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  but  is  willing  to  take  an  oath  of  neu- 
trality.   I  think  he  should  be  retained  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

George  W.  Cook. — Son  of  Floyd  Cook,  one  of  the  Union  company 
formed  in  Boone  County,  who  fortified  the  pass  at  Little  Coal  Kiver. 
He  was  taken  when  the  fortifications  there  were  taken.  1  suggest  he 
be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

J.  McDonald. — Born  in  Hardy  County,  Va.;  lives  six  miles  from 
Moorefield,  on  Looney  Creek ;  age  twenty-eight.  Says  after  State  went 
out  of  the  TJnion  he  wanted  to  go  with  the  State,  but  was  persuaded  by 
leading  men  to  join  thehomeguard.  Was  advised  byothers  not  to  join  it. 
Joined  the  home  guard  at  Greenland.  Says  he  was  four  days  with  them 
at  Shell's  Gap.  He  received  a  musket  and  bayonet.  The  evening 
before  his  arrest  he  went  home  to  get  his  supper.  Keturned  and  stood 
guard  at  Rhinehart's  Mill.  Was  arrested  next  morning  by  the  Rock- 
bridge Cavalry.  Was  arrested  on  Saturday,  the  6th  of  September,  he 
thinks.  On  Monday  afterward  the  first  raid  was  made  on  Petersburg. 
Had  not  heard  anything  since  about  this  attack  on  Petersburg  before 
he  was  arrested.  Says,  the  home  guard  had  some  beef-cattle,  which  he 
was  informed  were  taken  from  one  of  the  Weltons,  a  secessionist.  The 
muskets  issued  to  the  company  came  from  Wheeling.  I  think  this  man 
should  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

George  W.  Mangold. — Born  in  Hardy  County,  Va. ;  is  twenty-eight 
years  of  age.  Says  he  is  a  secessionist  and  goes  with  Virginia  and  the 
Confederate  States.  Says  his  brother  Henry  joined  the  home  guard. 
Prisoner  says  he  never  did.  He  was  urged  by  his  father -in  law  and 
others  to  do  so  and  to  satisfy  his  father-in-law  he  went  one  day  to  the 
camp  of  the  guard  at  Shell's.    He  found  they  were  a  rascally  set;  com- 
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mitting  thefts  and  robberies  on  tlie  citizens  opposed  to  them,  and 
intended  to  support  the  Northern  army.  He  made  his  escape.  Says  he 
is  wilhng  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States.  Says 
he  wishes  to  go  into  service  in  Harness'  regiment.  Wilhite  says  in  his 
deposition :  Mangold  was  with  them  eight  or  ten  days,  when  he  returned 
home  dissatisfied  with  his  captain  for  threatening  to  punish  him  for  leav- 
ing without  permission.  I  recommend  this  man  be  discharged  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  as  he  has  expressed  the  wish  to  serve  in 
Harness'  regiment,  now  with  General  Jackson,  near  Winchester,  I 
recommend  he  be  sent  there. 

Foah  Getz,  Hardy  County. — Says  he  voted  for  the  Union  but  is  will- 
ing to  abide  by  the  decision  of  Virginia  to  secede.  Supports  the  State. 
Has  never  joined  the  home  guard.  Says  he  had  intended  to  move  to 
Ohio  since  he  was  married.  He  started  to  go  there  and  was  stopped  by 
the  home  guard  at  Shell's  Gap  and  turned  back.  Staid  a  day  with  his 
family  at  Shell's  Gap.  Served  with  the  militia  and  fought  against  the 
Yankees  at  Petersburg.  Says  he  will  support  the  South  and  is  willing 
to  take  the  oatli  of  allegiance.  Of  this  man  Wilhite  in  his  deposition 
says:  Was  with  them  several  days  at  Shell's  Gap.  Wanted  to  move 
his  family  to  Ohio,  but  could  not  get  through.  Had  been  in  a  fight  in 
Petersburg  on  the  side  of  the  South.  Was  with  them  at  Mill  Creek 
and  has  drilled  with  them.  He  seems  to  be  an  ignorant  man  not 
acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  country,  but  I  think  is  with  the 
South.    1  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

J.  B.  Bowman. — Says  he  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y. 
Has  lived  in  Fairfax  twelve  years.  Lives  at  Vienna  Station,  near  Falls 
Church.  Says  his  emiiloyment  for  the  last  five  or  six  years  was  getting 
timber  for  the  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  Eailroad.  Says  he  goes  with 
the  South  in  this  war.  Furnished  a  horse  to  get  up  Ball's  cavalry. 
Would  have  volunteered  himself,  but  for  a  defective  ankle  which  unfits 
him  for  military  service.  Says  his  teams  have  been  employed  for  the 
Southern  army.  Is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Thinks  he 
was  arrested  on  an  [article]  printed  in  the  Dispatch  taken  from  some 
Northern  newspaper,  but  says  he  does  not  know  anything  about  it.  No 
charge  is  sent  against  this  man.  Having  no  evidence  I  recommend  his 
discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

M.  L.  Kendrick. — Born  in  Loudoun  County,  Va. ;  lives  eight  miles  from 
Leesbuig  in  the  direction  of  Fairfax  Court-Housc.  Arrested  3d  August. 
Marketed  to  our  camp  at  Fairfax  Court  House.  Was  well  acquainted 
with  themen  in  Rogers' artillery.  Had  a  brother  in  thatcompany  who  had 
been  sick  with  the  measles.  Says  the  soldiers  requested  him  to  bring 
them  some  whisky.  He  bought  four  gallons ;  sold  to  two  men  each  one 
pint.  General  Stuart  ordered  his  whisky  to  be  seized  and  arrested  him. 
Before  it  was  seized  he  gave  two  gallons  to  a  man  named  Connell.  The 
whisky  was  poured  out.  Says  he  is  a  Southern  man.  Would  have  vol- 
unteered, but  when  his  brother  left  home  he  was  the  only  person  to  take 
care  of  an  aged  and  infirm  mother  and  his  sisters.  No  charge  has  been 
sent  against  this  man.  His  long  confinement  here  is  a  severe  punish- 
ment for  his  offense.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance. 

John  A.  Sites. — Born  in  Hardy  County.  Says  he  never  belonged  to 
home  guard;  was  solicited  to  join  them  and  refused.    Says  he  was 
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over  with  them  at  Shell's  Gap.  Got  there  in  the  evening;  left  the  next 
morning;  was  taken  sick  and  remained  within  two  miles  for  several 
days.  Says  he  never  was  with  the  guard  at  Alleghany.  Says  he  never 
belonged  to  the  home  guard.  Is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
Wilhite  in  his  deposition  says:  John  A.  Sites  joined  their  company; 
did  tlie  duty  of  a  soldier;  was  in  the  first  raid  on  Petersburg  and  sick 
at  the  time  of  the  second  raid.  I  think  this  man  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
charged. During  his  examination  he  affected  deafness.  When  a  ques- 
tion was  asked  him  it  was  difficult  to  get  a  direct  answer  and  his  whole 
manner  impressed  me  with  the  belief  he  was  studiously  withholding 
the  truth. 

William  Sites. — Was  a  member  of  the  home  guard ;  received  a  North- 
ern musket  and  did  duty  with  the  company  he  says  eight  or  ten  days. 
I  recommend  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

Polycarp  Sites.  — Says  he  never  joined  the  home  guard;  never  was 
asked  to  do  so.  Wilhite  says  he  was  at  Shell's  Gap  once.  Does  not 
know  wliat  he  was  doing.  Says  he  thinks  he  mustered  with  them  once. 
Prisoner  is  very  young  and  in  bad  health.  Says  he  never  joined  the 
home  guard.  I  recommend  he  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance. 

Josiah  Sites. — Denies  he  ever  joined  the  home  guard.  No  proof 
against  him  or  that  he  was  ever  concerned  with  the  Northern  troops.  I 
recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

D.  Shears. — A  boy  of  seventeen  years  of  age;  joined  the  home  guard; 
had  a  musket  given  him ;  stood  guard  at  Rhinehart's  Mill ;  was  taken 
])risoner  there.  I  think  this  boy  must  for  the  present  be  held  as 
prisoner  of  war. 

J.  Keplinger. — Another  youth ;  joined  the  home  guard ;  taken  prisoner 
at  Rhinehart's  Mill.  Says  he  received  his  musket  from  Daniel  Shell. 
I  think  this  boy  should  be  held  as  prisoner  of  war, 

T.  R.  Oonnell. — Sixty-two  years  of  age;  miller  at  Rhinehart's  Mill. 
Denies  he  had  anything  to  do  with  the  home  guard.  Says  he  saw 
some  of  them  on  the  turnpike  a  mile  from  the  mill.  Next  morning 
they  brought  their  breakfast  to  his  house,  and  his  wife  permitted  them 
to  eat  it  on  the  porch.  Says  all  he  heard  of  the  guard  was  from  May, 
a  millwright,  who  was  repairing  the  mill.  Other  prisoners  say  the 
mill  was  guarded  at  Connell's  request,  and  that  he  permitted  them  to 
eat  their  breakfast  on  his  porch.  He  says  he  has  twelve  children,  one 
of  them  an  idiot  and  helpless;  some  in  the  West.  I  cannot  think  this 
()]<!  man  was  candid  in  his  examination,  but  as  he  is  very  infirm  and 
sickly  and  offers  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  I  recommend  his  discharge 
on  taking  the  oath. 

William  Oonnell. — A  boy  of  seventeen;  hardy.  Taken  with  the 
home  guard  at  Rhinehart's  Mill.  Says  he  had  left  his  father  and  was 
in  Kellar's  store  when  he  joined  the  home  guard.  Says  he  was  per- 
suaded by  Daniel  Shell.  Says  his  father  was  much  distressed  when  he 
heard  it.  Is  the  sou  of  T.  R.  Oonnell.  As  this  youth  was  taken  with 
arms  m  his  hands  I  suggest  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 
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L.  Kurtz. — Arrested  July  18.  Bom  in  Maryland;  has  lived  for 
twenty-five  years  in  Pennsylvania.  Lives  now  in  Waynesborougli,  ten 
miles  from  Hagerstown.  Brouglit  four  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army  from 
Waynesborough  to  Hagerstown.  Says  he  then  sold  a  load  of  bacon  to 
one  Hurst  in  Smithfield,  Va.,  and  agreed  to  deliver  it.  Went  home  for 
it  and  came  with  it  to  Hagerstown.  Says  he  went  from  Hagerstown  to 
Martinsburg.  Accounts  for  going  to  Martinsburg  by  saying  he  had 
trusted  some  business  to  a  lawyer  in  Hagerstown,  who  went  West  and 
left  his  business  with  one  Luster.  He  heard  Luster  was  in  Martins- 
burg, and  went  to  see  him.  He  was  not  there.  Then  went  to  Smith- 
field  to  deliver  his  bacon  and  was  taken.  Does  not  know  that  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  bacon  lived  in  Smithfield,  but  he  told  him  he  did.  Denies 
all  connection  with  the  U.  S.  Army.  Owes  allegiance  to  Pennsylvania. 
I  suspect  this  man  was  a  spy,  but  do  not  find  evidence  to  try  him.  I 
suggest  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

Joshua  McGumpsey. — This  man  went  with  Kurtz ;  was  arrested  with 
him  the  18tli  July.  Says  he  is  a  canal  boatman  carrying  coal  for  the 
Borden  Mining  Company.  Owes  allegiance  to  United  States.  1  think 
he  ought  to  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

James  R.  Oonnell. — Born  and  lives  in  Londoun  County,  Va.  Has  two 
brothers  and  one  brother-in-law  in  our  army  in  the  Loudoun  Artillery. 
Went  witli  Keiidrick  in  his  market  wagon  to  see  his  brothers.  When 
Kendrick's  whisky  was  condemned  by  General  Stuart  he  claimed  what 
Kendriek  gave  him.  Was  arrested  and  sent  on  here.  Is  a  Southern 
man.  Desired  to  volunteer,  but  was  rejected  because  he  was  disabled. 
I  think  this  man  ought  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Thomas  Cooper. — Born  in  Ireland ;  came  to  New  York  in  the  fall  of 
1853;  staid  there  two  weeks,  then  came  to  Washington.  Became  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States.  Remained  in  Washington  until  July 
last,  when  he  became  servant  to  Captain  Franklin,  of  the  U.  S.  Army. 
Was  taken  after  the  battle  of  Manassas  between  Manassas  and  Cen- 
treville.  Says  he  did  not  join  U.  S.  Army.  Disabled  for  military  duty 
by  an  injury  to  his  hand.  Says  he  never  has  taken  part  in  the  war 
in  any  way.  Wishes  to  go  home  on  parole  of  honor.  Was  groom  in 
Mr.  Buchanan's  stables;  thinks  President  Davis  knows  him.  I  cannot 
on  the  information  I  have  recommend  his  discharge.  I  think  as  he 
was  the  servant  of  an  officer,  and  taken  on  the  battle-field,  he  should 
be  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

Thomas  James  Martin. — Born  in  King  George  or  Westmoreland 
County,  Va.  Has  Uved  at  his  mother's  in  Washington.  Says  he  is  a 
kind  of  sailor;  sailed  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  made  a  voyage  from 
Baltimore  to  Rio  Janeiro.  Says  this  summer  he  has  been  out  of  employ- 
ment. Came  down  to  his  brothers  in  King  George.  Started  to  go  to 
Washington  two  or  three  times  and  was  turned  back  by  our  pickets. 
Fourth  time  lie  was  arrested.  I  think  this  man's  intellect  is  unsettled. 
He  is  badly  clad,  and  seems  to  be  sufi'ering  for  want  of  clothing.  He 
is  not  a  suitable  person  to  be  permitted  to  go  at  large  about  our  lines. 
I  recommend  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner  until  it  is  ascertained  whether 
he  is  deranged,  and  then  some  humane  disposition  be  made  of  him. 

Thompson  Moulding.— Born  in  Fairfax  County,  Va. ;  has  lived  in 
Washington  since  December,  1858.    Boatman.    Was  taken  in  Novem- 
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ber  or  early  in  December  on  a  wood  boat  at  Accotink,  seeking  a  load  of 
wood  to  take  to  Washington.  His  second  trip.  The  captain  and  another 
hand  escaped.  Says  he  could  not  make  a  living  in  any  other  way.  Says 
he  holds  up  for  the  South.  He  hesitates  much  about  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  unless  he  can  be  sent  to  his  sister's  in  Fairfax.  He  is  ignorant, 
and  something  of  his  reluctance  may  be  from  ignorance.  He  says  he 
will  be  forty- five  the  21st  February.  He  looks  like  a  man  of  from  thirty 
to  thirty-five.  As  tliis  man  was  taken  in  an  illicit  commerce  with  the 
enemy,  and  he  does  not  clearly  show  an  attachment  to  our  cause,  I 
think  he  should  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

Albert  Peacock. — Says  he  was  born  near  Baltimore;  was  taken  when  a 
child  to  Fairfax  County,  Lives  about  three  miles  from  Great  Falls.  Is 
a  farmer ;  two  years  previous  to  the  last  worked  on  Danville  railroad  in 
Charlotte  County,  Va.  Last  year  lived  at  home.  On  the  26th  Sep- 
tember was  taken  prisoner  by  Northern  army;  taken  to  Washington; 
was  discharged  fourth  day,  then  took  the  measles.  Eemained  a 
month  in  Washington.  Said  he  was  not  sick  all  the  time,  but  going 
about  the  streets.  Went  across  the  river  to  Virginia.  Stopped  at  Mr. 
Croker's,  within  the  Northern  lines,  until  he  got  well.  Started  for 
home  and  was  stopped  by  Northern  pickets.  Had  a  pass  to  go  to  the 
pickets,  not  through  them.  A  skirmish  took  place.  During  the  skir- 
mish he  passed  the  pickets  with  Mr.  Croker's  son,  who  had  a  pass  to 
go  through.  Was  arrested  by  our  scouts  before  he  got  home.  Declines 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  because  his  property  would  be  endan- 
gered. Says  he  is  willing  to  serve  with  the  militia.  I  think  this  man 
ought  not  to  be  discharged. 

J.  Visser  or  Wisser. — Born  in  France.  Came  to  United  States  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  Is  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States;  has 
lived  in  Washington  fifteen  years.  Keeps  a  fancy  store  No.  301  Penn- 
sylvania avenue,  near  old  market.  Says  he  owns  an  interest  in  a  farm 
near  Dranesville.  Between  3d  and  10th  April  last  went  to  his  farm. 
Overseer  left  him  and  he  was  compelled  to  remain.  Has  not  heard 
from  his  wife  nor  anyone  in  Washington  since.  Knows  nothing  of  the 
Northern  army.  Has  had  no  communication  with  it.  Was  arrested  at 
his  farm.  Says  he  is  friendly  to  the  South,  but  will  not  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance.    I  think  he  should  be  held  as  an  alien  enemy. 

G.  Pollock. — Born  in  Ohio.  Came  to  Guyandotte  to  join  a  regiment 
which  Wheeler  was  raising  for  the  U.  S.  service.  Was  captured  at 
Guyandotte  by  Colonel  Clarkson.  This  man  should  I  think  be  held 
as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

S.  Gosnell. — Says  he  was  born  in  Maryland.  Is  a  blacksmith.  Came 
to  Virginia  twelve  years  ago.  Worked  in  Petersburg  and  Richmond. 
For  five  years  past  has  carried  on  his  business  in  Fairfax  County  near 
Accotink.  Was  arrested  by  a  party  of  [the]  South  Carolina  Legion. 
Says  he  is  true  to  the  South,  rather  against  secession,  but  goes  with 
Virginia.  Has  had  no  communication  with  the  enemy.  Willing  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  Has  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye.  Mr.  Clemens 
testifies  Gosnell  worked  in  Richmond  five  or  six  years  ago.  Was  a 
good,  quiet  man  of  good  behavior,  but  not  a  good  workman.  Has  seen 
him  work  in  Baltimore.  He  is  proved  by  J.  Weller  to  be  a  Baltimorean, 
but  has  been  absent  from  that  place  ten  or  twelve  years.    No  charge 
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was  made  against  this  man.  He  says  if  released  he  will  go  up  to  Ma- 
nassas to  get  his  tools  and  return  to  Richmond  or  some  other  place  to 
work.  He  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  recommend  his 
discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Abe  Hamilton. — Born  in  Washington.  For  seventeen  years  has  been 
a  fisherman  and  boatman  on  the  Potomac.  Last  summer  was  fishing 
in  Saul  Gibson's  boat  about  Freestone  Point,  Ohopawamsic  and  Evans 
port.  The  fish  were  taken  to  the  Washington  market.  Ean  one  trip 
from  Blackiston's  Island  to  Washington  in  John  Gibson's  boat.  After 
the  fishing  season  was  over  worked  in  Mason's  Neck.  Was  taken  there 
gathering  fodder.  Says  he  is  friendly  to  the  South  and  opposed  to  the 
North.  Could  have  joined  the  Northern  army,  but  would  not  fight 
against  the  South.  Wishes  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  war,  but  if 
he  goes  in  the  army  will  go  into  the  Southern  army.  Says  he  is  unwell, 
suffering  from  cold  and  a  cough,  but  if  permitted  to  go  to  his  father's 
near  Stafford  Oourt-House  will  volunteer  when  he  gets  well.  Willing 
to  take  oath  of  allegiance.  This  young  man  seems  to  be  candid  and  has 
excited  my  sympathies.  I  can  get  no  information  about  him  except  his 
own  examination.  From  his  examination  it  appears  he  has  spent  the 
summer  in  fishing  for  the  enemy  and  in  the  vicinity  of  points  important 
to  us  to  keep  the  enemy  from.  I  will  if  I  can  inquire  further  into  his 
case.    At  present  I  must  advise  he  be  retained  as  a  prisoner. 

W.  Kandle. — Born  in  New  York,  Madison  County.  Married  Miss 
Jones,  a  Welch  woman.  Moved  to  Wisconsin  on  the  solicitation  of  E. 
R.  Jones,  his  brother-in-law.  Moved  in  the  year  1859  to  Loudoun 
County  near  Fairfax  line  and  near  Dranesville.  Has  not  been  from 
home  except  to  go  to  Dranesville  for  a  year.  Has  not  in  any  way  com- 
municated with  the  enemy.  Is  ready  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
There  is  no  charge  against  this  man.  I  have  no  evidence  about  him. 
From  his  examination  I  think  there  is  no  reason  to  suspect  him,  except 
that  he  was  born  in  New  York  and  lives  in  Wisconsin.  I  recommend 
his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

E.  R.  Jones. — Born  in  Wales.  Came  to  New  York  in  1850.  Married 
«  girl  of  Welch  and  German  parentage.  Settled  m  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.  Remained  there  three  years.  Did  not  like  the  people  and 
came  to  Virginia  in  185G.  Settled  in  Loudoun  near  the  Fairfax  line, 
about  two  miles  from  Dranesville.  Has  kept  close  at  home.  Knew 
nothing  of  the  Northern  army.  Had  no  communication  with  it,  direct 
or  indirect.  Was  arrested  and  taken  to  Dranesville.  Was  there  three 
nights  and  two  days.  Was  permitted  to  go  about  without  a  guard 
until  several  of  his  neighbors  were  arrested.  Then  they  were  sent  to 
Fairfax,  thence  to  Manassas,  thence  to  Richmond.  Does  not  know  for 
what  he  was  arrested.  Says  he  took  the  incipient  steps  to  become  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  while  in  New  York.  Never  took  the  final 
oaths.  Says  he  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Con- 
federate States  and  the  State  of  Virginia.  Says  as  Virginia  could 
not  get  her  rights  she  ought  to  have  seceded,  though  he  wished  in 
his  heart  peace  could  have  been  preserved.  Says  he  served  in  the 
militia  when  the  Loudoun  and  Hampsliire  Railroad  was  destroyed  and 
aided  in  taking  up  the  rails.  Says  William  Randle  married  his  sister. 
Was  an  easy  kind  of  man  and  persuaded  him  to  leave  Wisconsin  and 
come  to  Virginia.  I  recommend  Jones  be  dischtwged  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance. 
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Thomas  McDonough.— Born  in  Philadelphia;  lived  in  Boston  seven 
years;  returned  to  Philadelphia.  In  October,  1860,  he  came  South. 
Worked  in  Wilmington,  N,  C,  eight  months.  Left  Wilmington  in  July 
last.  Says  he  traveled  on  foot.  Went  to  Ealeigh ;  thence  he  came  to 
Petersburg  and  Eichmond ;  thence  attempted  to  go  to  Baltimore.  Was 
arrested  and  imimsoned  at  Frederick  and  was  released.  He  then 
attempted  to  get  to  Baltimore  and  was  taken  at  Dumfries  and  sent 
here.  Says  lie  was  in  search  of  work.  Will  not  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance.     1  think  he  should  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

F.  Fillmer. — Born  in  Germany;  came  to  America  three  years  since. 
Lived  in  Baltimore.  Came  to  Alexandria  19th  or  20th  April.  On 
the  23d  April  volunteered  in  the  Virginia  volunteers.  Was  regularly 
and  honorably  discharged  for  disability  last  fall.  Says  he  went  from 
Eichmond  to  Fauquier  to  get  his  clothes.  Was  arrested  and  gent  here. 
Says  if  discharged  he  will  go  to  work  in  Eichmond.  I  recommend  his 
discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  but  that  no  transportation 
be  furnished  him. 

J.  M.  Smith. — Says  he  was  born  in  Alabama;  moved  when  seven  years 
old  to  Indiana.  Came  to  Pocahontas,  Va.,  to  see  an  uncle  and  was 
arrested.  After  a  long  examination  admitted  his  nncle  was  commissary 
in  the  Indiana  brigade  on  Cheat  Mountain;  that  he  had  traveled  in  a 
United  States  Government  wagon.  He  was  arrested  within  the  lines  of 
the  U.  S.  Army.  Owes  his  allegiance  to  the  United  States.  Although 
I  think  this  man  was  not  candid  in  his  statement  as  he  was  not  in  our 
lines  I  do  not  see  how  he  can  be  treated  as  a  spy.  I  recommend  he  be 
held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

Daniel  S(-ully. — Born  in  Ireland;  came  to  Canada  1842.  Eeturned  to 
Ireland  and  came  to  2^ew  York  about  1848.  Lived  in  New  York  and 
Canada  about  ten  years.  Four  years  ago  was  in  Virginia  and  worked 
for  the  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  road.  Worked  at  Louisa  Oourt-House. 
Went  to  Moore  County,  N.  C,  and  worked  for  Sowers.  Came  to  Eich- 
mond and  worked  near  liere.  Last  spring  went  back  to  North  Carolina ; 
then  started  to  go  back  to  New  York  and  Canada.  Is  a  wagon  maker. 
Says  he  is  still  a  British  subject  and  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
or  Confederate  States.  Seems  reluctant  to  go  to  work  unless  he  can  be 
better  clothed  than  he  now  is.  Desires  to  get  to  Canada.  This  man 
seems  to  be  a  harmless  wanderer.  Perhaps  he  had  better  remain  in 
prison  until  something  more  can  be  learned  about  him. 

Floyd  Gerrold. — Aged  twenty-one;  arrested  by  Pate's  company  on  the 
day  the  fortifications  on  Coal  Eiver  near  Amos  Workman's  were  taken 
by  Pate's  company.  Prisoner  says  that  Simon  Gerrold,  Parris  Gerrold, 
Jackson  Gerrold,  Irvine  Gerrold,  Harrison  Wall  and  himself  had  been 
hunting  cattle  in  the  mountains  the  day  belore  their  arrest.  Night 
came  on  them  near  Amos  Workman's.  They  lay  down  in  the  woods 
and  slept.  In  the  morning  they  got  breakfast  at  Amos  Workman's. 
His  party  each  had  his  hunting  rifle.  Says  several  men  he  did  not 
know  breakfasted  at  Amos  Workman's.  After  breakfast  his  party 
started  home  and  were  arrested  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Workman's 
near  Gunnoe's.  Says  he  never  was  a  member  of  the  home  guard. 
Never  knew  of  such  an  organization.  Says  he  and  his  companions 
carried  their  rifles  because  it  was  their  habit  to  do  so  whenever  they 
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went  into  the  mountains.  Knew  nothing  of  the  fortifications.  Had  no 
intention  to  resist  any  authorities  civil  or  military.  In  his  examina- 
tion before  me  William  Workman  stated  the  Gerrolds  belonged  to  the 
home  guard.  Of  the  five  Gerrolds,  three,  Simeon,  Jackson  and  Irvine 
have  died  in  prison.  They  are  all  youths  related  to  each  other  and 
from  seventeen  to  twenty-one  years  of  age.  I  cannot  help  believing 
they  were  part  of  the  force  dispersed  at  Amos  Workman's  fortifica- 
tions by  Pate's  company.  But  I  believe  they  were  dupes  of  older  men 
engaged  in  this  treacherous  rebellion,  all  of  whom  except  William 
Workman  and  Floyd  Cook  have  escaped.  I  think  the  boys  may  here- 
after be  proper  subjects  of  mercy ;  but  at  present,  as  this  country  is  in 
possession  of  the  enemy,  I  cannot  recommend  their  discharge. 

Harrison  Wall. — Aged  twenty.  Another  youth  arrested  with  the 
Gerrolds.  His  case  is  similar  to  Floyd  Gerrold  and  the  remarks  made 
on  that  case  apply  to  this  case. 

Samuel  Clothier.— Born  in  Winchester,  Va.,  and  lived  in  that  vicinity 
till  he  was  twenty  one.  Went  to  Lewis  County,  Va.  Was  taken  at  foot 
of  Powell's  Mountain,  in  Nicholas  County.  Says  he  went  from  home 
to  the  post-ofBce.  While  from  home  a  company  of  Northern  troops  on 
the  way  to  Cross-Lanes  impressed  his  wagon  and  team  and  his  son  as 
driver.  Says  his  son  was  in  bad  health,  and  he  could  not  procure 
his  release  except  by  taking  his  place.  He  was  promised  his  release  at 
Sutton.  Was  taken  on  to  Cross-Lanes  and  Gauley.  There  he  was 
discharged  on  the  urgent  solicitation  of  friends  from  his  county,  whose 
teams  had  also  been  impressed.  On  his  return  a  party  of  scouts  from 
Meadow  Bluff  arrested  him.  His  team  was  confiscated  and  he  was 
sent  here  as  a  prisoner.  Says  he  had  always  been  a  Democrat,  but 
voted  against  secession.  Never  had  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
Wheeling  government.  Voted  for  Jackson  Arnold  to  come  to  the  leg- 
islature in  Richmond.  Arnold  was  not  elected,  but  went  to  Wheeling. 
He  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  as  far  as  he  can  support 
the  South.  Belongs  to  the  old  Methodist  Church.  Did  not  see  cause 
to  quit  it  when  it  split.  James  Bennett,  surveyor  of  Lewis  County, 
former  member  of  the  legislature,  testifies :  Clothier  has  always  been 
a  man  of  good  character  for  veracity.  Had  the  character  of  a  Union 
man.  His  sons,  who  were  of  age,  were  acting  as  guides  and  pilots  for 
the  Northern  troopc.  Has  no  doubt  if  Mr.  Clothier  takes  the  oath  of 
allegiance  he  will  fiimly  adhere  to  it.  He  thinks  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  that  county  Mr.  Clothier's  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  will  be 
beneficial.  His  connection  is  large  and  divided.  He  thinks  Mr.  Cloth- 
ier if  discharged  will  procure  the  release  of  several  secessionists  who 
are  prisoners.  Has  known  Clothier  thirty  years.  Mr.  J.  M.  Bennett, 
auditor  of  Virginia,  has  known  Clothier  near  twenty-five  years.  Says 
he  is  a  man  of  truth  and  honor.  If  he  takes  the  oath  of  allegiance  will 
adhere  to  it.  Says  he  thinks  his  release  will  have  a  good  effect.  Con- 
curs in  the  reasons  assigned  by  James  Bennett.  Mr.  Brannon,  State 
senator,  has  known  Clothier  twenty  years.  Says  as  a  man  he  stood 
high  in  society.  Is  a  man  of  truth.  Says  when  our  difficulties  occurred 
he  was  considered  from  his  associates  identified  with  the  Union  party. 
Says  Clothier  belongs  to  a  church  which  has  created  most  of  the  diffi- 
culties in  that  county.  Mr.  Brannon  concurs  with  Messrs.  Bennett  in 
the  opinion  that  Clothier's  release  now  will  be  beneficial.  Rev.  Mr. 
Crooks,  a  Southern  Methodist  preacher,  who  was  two  years  ago  preach- 
ing in  Lewis  County,  concurs  in  the  opinions  of  Clothier's  character 
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expressed  by  the  other  witnesses.  He  and  Clothier  belonged  to  differ- 
ent churches.  Has  been  absent  from  Lewis  County  two  years,  and  can 
express  no  opinion  on  the  effect  of  his  release.  Believes  if  he  takes  the 
oath  of  allegiance  he  will  firmly  adhere  to  it.  In  this  case  the  circum- 
stances under  which  Clothier  was  arrested  make  him  clearly  liable  to 
be  held  as  a  prisoner.  The  question  of  his  release  is  therefore  one  of 
mercy  and  policy.  Of  this  question  I  am  not  able  to  jitdge  from  infor- 
mation before  nie;  but  as  the  three  gentlemen  who  recommend  his 
release  are  all  leading  men  in  this  region,  men  of  character,  intelli- 
gence, influence  and  actively  identified  with  our  cause  in  that  county, 
in  deference  to  their  judgment  and  as  a  matter  of  mercy  and  good 
policy  I  recommend  his  release  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Simeon  Nelker. — Born  in  Kalisch,  Eussian  Poland.  Educated  in  part 
in  Kalisch ;  completed  his  studies  at  Berlin ;  Jewish  rabbi.  In  pursu- 
ance of  the  arrangements  of  his  church  traveled  before  he  could  assume 
the  full  functions  of  his  order.  Traveled  through  Great  Britain  and  in 
May,  1860,  came  to  New  York ;  staid  there  two  or  three  weeks,  then  went 
through  several  other  cities  to  New  Orleans;  went  from  New  Orleans 
to  visit  Solomon  Franklin  of  Eichland,  Ark.,  who  he  says  is  his  cousin. 
Eeturned  to  New  Orleans ;  thence  to  Mobile ;  traveled  through  Alabama ; 
went  back  to  New  Orleans ;  then  to  Saint  Louis  and  through  to  Canada. 
Visited  the  cities  of  Canada  as  far  as  Quebec.  Then  back  through 
Detroit,  Chicago,  Saint  Louis  to  New  Orleans ;  then  came  to  Tennessee 
and  through  Lynchburg  to  Warren  ton,  Fauquier.  On  his  return  from 
Fauquier  he  was  arrested  on  the  cars  and  sent  to  Eichmond.  Says  he 
wishes  to  go  to  Solomon  Franklin's,  in  Arkansas,  and  remain  there 
until  the  war  is  over  or  until  he  can  return  to  his  own  country.  Says 
his  father  is  a  man  of  great  wealth.  Says  he  never  inquired  into  the 
condition  of  our  armies,  or  gave  any  information,  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  the  enemy.  I  inclose  with  this  examination  Provost- Marshal  Boyle's 
order  sending  him  here.  Jacob  Peck,  of  Eichmond,  tailor,  testifies: 
He  knew  the  prisoner  in  Kalisch.  They  went  to  the  same  school. 
He  is  the  son  of  a  rich  merchant  in  Kalisch,  and  was  educated  as  a 
rabbi.  Witness  came  to  the  United  States  several  years  ago,  and 
has  lived  in  Eichmond  two  years.  Samuel  H.  Eich  testifies  that  he 
(witness)  came  to  Eichmond  two  years  ago.  Was  to  have  come  to  the 
United  States  when  Nelker  left  Kalisch  but  could  not  get  off.  Says  he 
knew  Nelker.  He  was  educated  as  a  rabbi  and  traveled  according  to 
the  regulations  of  the  church  before  he  was  fully  inducted  into  his 
position.  Col.  Eobert  Johnson,  member  of  Congress  .from  Arkansas, 
informs  me  Solomon  Franklin  is  a  firm  friend  of  the  South.  I  recom- 
mend Nelker  be  discharged  and  be  furnished  when  he  requests  it  with 
a  passport  to  go  by  Memphis  and  Napoleon  to  Eichland,  in  Arkansas. 

Leonard  Noyes. — Born  in  Connecticut.  Went  at  twelve  years  of  age 
to  New  York  to  learn  a  trade.  Left  his  master  at  sixteen.  Lived  sev- 
eral years  in  various  places  in  Connecticut.  Then  went  to  Key  West 
in  a  fishing  smack.  Lived  there,  fishing,  wrecking  and  working  at  his 
trade.  Eeturned  to  New  York.  Went  to  California  in  a  sailing  vessel. 
Eeturned  in  another  vessel  by  way  of  Sandwich  Islands.  Afterward 
went  to  Key  West,  where  he  remained  as  a  fisherman,  wrecker,  &c. 
Was  taken  prisoner  in  a  Northern  fishing  vessel  by  one  of  our  priva- 
teers. Says  he  owes  his  allegiance  to  the  United  States.  I  suggest  this 
man  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 
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Hamilton  Smith. — Born  in  Ohio.  Says  he  came  to  Guyandotte  to 
bake  for  a  man  who  had  the  contract  to  bake  for  the  regiment  Whaley 
was  raising  for  the  United  States.  Was  taken  prisoner  by  Jenkins' 
men  before  he  commenced  baking  or  concluded  a  contract  to  do  so. 
Says  he  owes  his  allegiance  to  Ohio  and  the  United  States.  I  suggest 
he  be  held  prisoner  as  an  alien  enemy. 

Thomas  Wauldron. — Born  in  Ireland;  came  to  Philadelphia  in  1851. 
Has  lived  in  Philadelphia  and  New  Jersey,  and  a  short  time  in  Mary 
land.  Came  to  Prince  William  to  live  with  Mr.  Cutts.  Was  arrested 
at  Mr.  Cutts'.  Says  he  is  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States 
and  cannot  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  suggest  he  be  held  as  a 
prisoner. 

Sanford  Thomas. — Born  in  Breckinridge  County,  Ky.  When  twelve 
years  old  removed  to  Cass  County,  Ind.  Has  for  twelve  years  roved 
about  the  country.  Lived  the  last  three  years  in  Brown  County,  Ohio. 
Was  promised  the  api)ointinent  of  sutler  to  Whaley's  regiment.  Went 
to  Guyandotte  to  make  his  arrangements;  was  taken  prisoner  before 
the  regiment  was  raised.    1  suggest  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

G.  Thornton,  alias  Thornton  Gunnoe — This  man  was  examined  before 
me  on  the  7th  of  January  and  then  stated :  He  was  born  in  Morgan 
County,  Va. ;  was  raised  in  Morgan.  Lives  on  Sir  John's  Kun ;  shoe- 
maker by  trade,  but  sickly  and  unable  to  follow  his  trade.  Has  worked 
for  several  years  for  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  repairing  track, 
&c. ;  quit  work  when  the  bridges  were  destroyed.  After  he  quit  work  on 
railroad  went  to  Berkeley  County  to  work  in  the  harvest  field  for  Pitzer 
and  for  Sybert.  Says  he  never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Northern 
men  or  their  friends.  Says  he  went  to  see  his  sister-in-law  in  Freder- 
ick, Md.,  and  in  so  doing  passed  through  the  Northern  army  at  Williams- 
port.  Says  he  was  recommended  by  Kichard  Gregory,  of  Hancock,  to 
Mr.  Kennedy  who  gave  him  a  written  pass.  The  men  who  arrested 
him  destroyed  Gregory's  letter.  On  his  return  came  through  Middle- 
ton,  cut  off  from  Hagerstown  and  Williamsport,  and  crossed  the  river 
way  below ;  does  not  remember  where.  Came  up  through  Hancock  and 
around  home.  His  brother,  one  of  the  company  raised  by  General 
Carson's  orders,  was  shot  by  Eector,  a  Union  man.  Says  he  voted  for 
Michael  to  go  to  the  legislature  and  Kennedy  to  go  to  Congress.  On 
the  10th  (to-day)  he  was  called  up  again  for  examination  in  the  presence 
of  Mr.  Sherrard,  the  delegate  from  Morgan.  He  had  previously  passed 
in  prison  by  the  name  of  G.  Thornton.  Mr.  Sherrard  recognized  him 
as  Thornton  Gunnoe,  of  Morgan  County.  Prisoner  said  he  had  told 
the  clerk  of  the  prison  several  times  his  name  was  Gunnoe.  He  said  he 
forgot  when  examined  to  tell  me  so.  Gave  the  same  account  of  his 
birth  and  residence  be  gave  on  his  first  examination.  Said  his  brother 
was  killed  by  Cornelius  Spriggs  and  Henry  Rector.  Says  he  got  over 
the  river  by  a  pass  procured  by  Gregory.  Says  Shanks  was  with  him 
when  he  was  arrested,  but  Shanks  made  his  escape.  Denied  he 
belonged  to  Dykes'  Union  company.  Had  not  seen  Dykes  for  four  days 
before  his  arrest.  Says  he  ran  when  he  was  arrested,  but  did  so  be- 
cause he  was  scared.  Admits  he  was  one  of  the  party  guarding  Capon 
bridge  to  preveiit  it  being  burned  by  a  parcel  of  rowdies;  but  says 
John  B.  Stuart,  the  superintendent,  ordered  them  not  to  resist  if  the 
Confederate  troops  came  to  burn  it.  Mr.  Sherrard  says  Gunnoe  is  an* 
ignorant  man  led  by  the  employes  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad 
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and  others.  Says  be  is  a  thorough  Union  man.  Says  C4imiioe's  brother 
wlio  was  killed  by  Spriggs  and  Eector  was  a  Union  man  and  was  sup- 
posed  to  be  killed  by  mistake,  the  design  being  to  kill  Hunter,  a  seces- 
sionist. Says  Gregory  who  procured  the  pass  for  Gunnoe  to  go  to 
Maryland  is  now  provost  marshal  of  the  United  States  at  Hancock. 
Says  Gunnoe  was  regarded  as  a  harmless,  inoffensive  man  before  these 
difficulties,  and  his  chief  fault  is  his  devotion  to  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
and  being  the  dupe  of  the  mischievous  men  who  have  brought  the 
enemy  into  that  country.    I  think  this  man  ought. not  to  be  released. 

E.  E.  Hughes. — Born  in  Rockbridge  County,  Va.;  learned  the  car- 
l)enter's  trade;  lived  two  years  in  the  South ;' visited  his  mother  and 
removed  to  Iowa  in  1850.  Owns  a  farm  which  with  the  stock  is  worth 
§7,000;  deeded  it  to  his  mother.  Having  heard  the  people  in  Virginia 
were  in  great  want  he  t-ame  to  Virginia  to  take  care  of  his  mother. 
Crossed  the  Ohio  into  Cabell  County.  Got  directions  from  Southern 
men  how  to  get  through  the  country.  Started  to  go  through  but  was 
arrested  in  Logan  County.  Says  he  is  unwilling  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  because  he  might  lose  his  property.  This  man  is  candid  and 
honest.  If  he  had  taken  the  oath  I  would  have  recommended  his 
release.     I  must  advise  he  be  held  as  an  alien  enemy  prisoner. 

C.  Rodman. — Born  in  Rhode  Island;  came  to  Virginia  in  May  last. 
His  examination  corresponds  closely  with  a  letter  herewith  inclosed.* 
He  refuses  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  think  this  man  liable  to  be 
held  as  a  ijrisoner  and  I  do  not  see  how  mercy  can  be  extended  to  him. 
But  in  consideration  of  his  good  conduct  I  should  be  pleased  to  see 
him  exchanged  as  soon  as  the  enemy  will  exchange. 

Caleb  ^Jf.  Stevenson. — Born  in  Cabell  County,  Va.,  now  Wayne;  lives 
six  miles  and  a  half  from  Guyandotte.  Was  arrested  by  Oapt.  Vin- 
cent Witcher's  company;  for  what  he  does  not  know.  Voted  for  the 
Union  because  he  was  told  it  would  keep  war  out  of  Virginia,  but  when 
Virginia  went  out  of  the  Union  he  went  with  her.  Had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Northern  army  or  their  friends.  Staid  close  at  home  to  keep 
out  of  their  way.  Ready  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  Mr.  Laidly, 
delegate  from  Cabell,  says  prisoner  is  an  ignorant,  obscure  man,  but 
honest,  and  has  kept  himself  very  quiet  in  the  disturbances  in  that 
county.  Says  Captain  Witcher's  company  is  one  of  independent  scouts 
an<l  are  supposed  to  be  indiscriminate  in  their  arrests.  I  recommend 
this  man  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

William  A.  Dolby. — Eighteen  years  old;  born  in  Hardy  County;  lives 
on  Patterson's  Creek.  Says  his  father  is  a  Union  man.  He  is  a  seces- 
sionist. A  man  named  Michael,  his  cousin,  was  killed  by  the  militia  of 
Hardy,  His  father  was  much,  enraged  and  compelled  him  to  join  the 
Union  guard  under  D.  Shell.  Says  his  father  threatened  to  turn  him 
away  from  home  if  he  did  not  join.  He  is  crippled  in  his  left  hip  and 
shoulder,  and  feared  he  could  not  make  a  living.  He  joined  the  guard 
and  had  a  musket  given  him.  The  article  signed  by  him  only  bound 
him  to  defend  property  from  marauders  not  belonging  to  either  army. 
Would  not  have  joined  the  guard  if  he  had  been  required  to  make  war 
on  the  Soutli.  He  is  just  out  of  the  hospital  and  has  a  bad  cough.  I 
believe  this  young  man's  story,  but  as  he  was  taken  with  arms  in  his 

*  See  p.  1383  for  Kodman's  statement. 
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hands  he  is  properly  a  prisoner  of  war.  I  would  recommend  him  to 
further  mercy  if  1  saw  how  it  could  be  properly  extended.  For  the 
present  I  must  advise  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

Oliver  Jarrett. — Lives  on  Cabin  Creek,  Kanawha  County,  six  miles 
above  its  mouth.  Voted  against  secession,  but  when  State  seceded 
went  with  it.  Has  never  had  anything  to  do  witli  Northern  troops. 
Once  saw  a  party  passing  down  the  creek,  but  he  kept  out  of  their  way. 
Has  been  from  home  once  to  buy  groceries.  Went  to  Maiden ;  saw  no 
Northern  troops  there.  Willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  rec- 
ommend this  man  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath. 

Seth  Jarrett. — Brother  of  the  above;  makes  the  same  statement  with 
his  brother,  except  he  says  when  Wise's  Legion  was  on  the  Kanawha 
he  worked  to  fix  guns  and  swords  for  Slusher  Brady,  Augustus  Manser 
and  other  persons  who  were  going  to  join  the  Southern  army.  Will 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the 
oath.  Note  that  these  men  were  in  the  hospital  when  the  other  Paint 
and  Cabiu  Creek  men  were  examined,  and  the  general  remarks  I  made 
as  to  those  men  apply  to  the  two  now  under  consideration,  viz,  I  think 
all  these  men  were  removed  as  a  measure  of  precaution  when  our  army 
was  on  the  Kanawha. 

James  M.  Cornan. — Born  in  Greenbrier  County;  removed  to  Nicholas 
County;  is  a  farmer.  Says  he  did  not  vote  on  the  question  of  seces- 
sion. Was  a  Union  man  until  Virginia  seceded;  now  he  is  for  the 
Confederacy.  Says  he  was  arrested  at  home.  When  the  enemy  took 
possession  of  the  county  they  camped  near  his  house.  He  says  they 
came  to  his  house  in  search  of  corn.  He  could  not  resist  them  and 
permitted  them  to  take  what  they  wanted,  and  they  told  him  if  he 
would  go  to  their  camp  they  would  give  him  coflee  for  the  corn  they 
had  taken.  He  went  to  the  camp  and  got  coftee.  Says  he  served  in 
the  militia  till  he  was  honorably  discharged  by  his  commanding  officer. 
He  has  a  brother  serving  in  the  Wise  Legion.  He  is  willing  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  Mr.  Alderson,  senator  in  the  State  legislature, 
and  Mr.  Kobinson,  prosecuting  attorney,  both  give  this  man  a  high 
character  for  integrity  and  veracity  and  say  he  has  the  character  of  a 
Southern  man.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance. 

W.  L.  Watson. — On  prison  books  D.  Wartrous,  Was  born  and  raised 
in  New  York.  Left  there  early  in  July  last.  Came  through  Philadel- 
phia, Wilmington,  Baltimore  to  Washington.  Says  he  swam  across 
the  river  between  Chain  Bridge  and  the  Aqueduct.  Went  to  our 
pickets.  Was  taken  to  General  Bouham's  camp  with  a  view  of  coming 
to  Eichmond  to  work.  Was  a  member  of  the  workingmen's  committee. 
Was  opposed  to  the  policy  of  Lincoln.  Sustained  the  course  of  South 
Carolina  and  was  compelled  to  flee  from  New  York  because  of  liis 
political  opinions.  Says  he  was  master  mechanic  on  the  Panama  Kail- 
I'oad.  Was  in  Cuba  as  a  steam-boat  architect  and  in  Mexico  building 
lighters  for  the  Pacific  steam-boats.  In  each  of  these  places  he  was 
involved  in  political  troubles  and  made  his  escape  from  prisons.  His 
last  employment  in  New  York  was  as  engine  dispatcher  on  the  New 
York  and  Erie  Railroad.  Says  he  was  a  voluntary  contributor  to  the 
New  York  Daily  News.  Thinks  it  probable  General  Smith  would  know 
him.    Says  he  "has  a  plan  for  steam-boats  which  he  thinks  might  put 
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an  end  to  the  war.  Says  he  left  the  plan  in  Washington  with  a  friend 
with  directions  to  send  it  to  Richmond  if  he  heard  from  him  in  two 
weeks.  If  not  to  return  it  to  New  York.  Expresses  an  unwillingness 
to  submit  his  plan  to  navy  officers  because  of  their  prejudices.  Prefers 
submitting  it  to  merchants  in  Charleston  and  Savannah,  but  says  lie 
will  submit  it  to  naval  men  if  relieved  of  suspicion  and  from  confine- 
ment. He  will  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confederate 
States  but  desires  to  be  released  on  his  parole  of  honor.  In  this  case 
it  is  clear  the  prisoner  is  an  alien  enemy,  and  as  such  may  be  rightfully 
held.  It  is  not  clear  he  is  not  a  spy,  but  as  General  Smith's  testimony 
may  show  him  to  be  a  political  refugee  I  hope  he  will  be  written  to  on 
the  subject.  I  cannot  recommend  his  discharge,  and  for  the  present  I 
recommend  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

James  Kincaid. — Boy  of  sixteen;  born  in  Fayette  County;  sou  of 
James  Kincaid ;  lives  on  head  of  Loop  Creek.  Says  he  never  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  enemy  or  the  home  guard.  Was  arrested  in  August; 
has  been  in  jail  since.  Willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Colonel 
Coleman  says  this  boy  lives  in  a  disaflecited  neighborhood.  His  father 
is  a  quiet  man,  and  it  is  understood  he  and  his  family  are  not  of  the 
disafl'ected  party.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance. 

Thomas  H.  Duke. — Born  in  Shepherdstown ;  raised  there,  and  worked 
in  the  mill  of  Alexander  Boteler  until  July,  1860;  then  went  to  Antie- 
tam  Mills,  in  Maryland.  Staid  there  till  Christmas,  1860;  then  re- 
turned to  Shepherdstown  and  worked  for  two  months  for  William 
Sherrard;  then  went  back  to  Antietam  Mills  and  worked  off  and  on 
there  until  harvest;  then  went  back  to  Antietam  and  worked  until  he 
came  over  to  see  his  mother,  when  he  was  arrested.  Says  he  got  there 
on  Thursday  and  was  taken  on  Friday,  and  taken  to  Colonel  Ashby's 
camp.  This  boy  is  strongly  suspected  to  have  guided  the  party  that 
seized  Capt.  Alexander  Boteler  when  he  (Captain  Boteler)  was  taken 
by  the  Massachusetts  men.  Duke  acknowledges  he  came  over  that 
night  and  returned  the  next  morning.  He  denies  all  connection  with 
the  affiiir,  and  says  the  party  was  led  by  one  Kezer,  a  deserter.  He  is 
also  suspected  to  have  come  over  when  he  was  taken  as  a  guide  to  a 
jiarty  intending  to  attack  Colonel  Ashby's  camp.  He  admits  he  was 
with  the  party,  and  escaped  them  by  promising  to  return;  but  says  he 
gave  information  to  prevent  Ashby's  surprise.  Says  he  was  with  the 
same  party  when  they  crossed  the  river  some  nights  before;  that  he 
was  compelled  to  go  with  them  but  pretended  he  did  not  know  the  road 
and  they  turned  back.  1  do  not  like  this  boy's  manner,  and  strongly 
suspect  him  to  be  in  complicity  with  the  enemy  in  these  two  affairs. 
He  is  near  twenty-one  years  old.  Is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  alle 
giance  and  is  desirous  to  enlist.  I  think  the  best  disposition  that  can  be 
made  of  him  is  to  permit  him  to  enlist  provided  he  is  sent  to  the  South. 

George  W.  Smith.— Born  in  Albemarle  County,  Va. ;  lived  in  Augusta 
and  Rockingham;  volunteered;  was  sent  to  Harper's  Ferry;  was  dis- 
charged by  the  surgeon  of  his  regiment;  went  home  and  worked  as  a 
hand  till  the  corn  crop  was  laid  by,  and  then  went  to  hunt  the  soldiers; 
was  taken  up  by  some  wagoners  and  brought  here.  This  is  the  account 
this  young  man  gives  of  himself.  He  is  I  think  of  feeble  and  deranged 
intellect.  I  would  advise  he  be  examined  by  a  medical  board,  and  if 
it  be  proper  to  do  so,  he  be  sent  back  to  Augusta  County. 
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Edward  Barnes. — Says  he  was  born  and  raised  in  Upper  Canada. 
Left  Canada  a  year  ago  last  summer.  Worked  two  weeks  in  New  York. 
Came  through  Pennsylvania  by  way  of  Pittsburg  to  Virginia.  Gives 
no  account  of  the  route  he  traveled.  Professes  great  ignorance  of  his 
route.  Evades  every  question  asked.  Says  he  worked  ten  months  for 
Mr.  McLaughlin,  in  Pocahontas,  on  Tygart's  Valley  River.  Says  he 
was  arrested  in  Pocahontas,  and  afterward  said  he  was  arrested  near 
Meadow  Bluff.  I  believe  this  man  is  a  spy,  but  I  have  no  information 
of  the  time  or  place  of  his  arrest  or  of  the  charges  against  him.  My 
conclusion  is  formed  from  his  examination.  I  must  express  a  regret 
that  officers  in  command  send  citizen  prisoners  here  without  any  evi- 
dence or  reports  that  may  aid  in  ascertaining  their  true  character.  I 
would  advise  this  man  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

Joseph  F.  Griffin. — Says  he  was  born  in  Eaton,  Ohio.  Was  arrested 
at  Gauley  Bridge.  Pretends  to  be  stupid.  I  think  he  is  acting  a  part. 
I  have  no  return  or  information  about  him.  I  recommend  he  be  held 
as  a  prisoner  and  further  inquiry  be  made  about  him. 

Armstead  Magaha. — Born  in  Loudoun  County,  Va.  Lives  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  Lovettsville,  between  that  and  the  river.  Says  he  carries 
on  a  blacksmith  shop  at  Berlin,  in  Maryland.  Has  done  so  for  five 
years.  Rents  the  shop  from  year  to  year.  His  lease  expired  last  Christ- 
mas. Before  the  bridge  was  burned  at  Berlin  he  crossed  every  day. 
Says  after  the'bridge  was  burned  he  boarded  in  Berlin  and  crossed  fre- 
quently until  the  enemy's  pickets  were  placed  on  the  river.  Says  since 
the  1st  of  July  he  never  crossed  until  the  night  he  was  taken.  Says 
he  got  a  skiff  and  evaded  pickets.  Afterward  he  said  on  the  night  he 
was  taken  was  permitted  by  the  captain  in  command  of  the  pickets  to 
cross  in  company  with  Rouse,  Smith  and  Slater.  They  got  a  skiff  and 
crossed.  They  promised  the  captain  to  return  that  night.  Says  they 
had  nothing  to  do  with  tlie  gondola  boat.  Were  ^oing  to  their  skiff  when 
arrested.  Says  he  had  about  $2,000  due  him  for  work  on  the  Maryland 
side  of  the  river  and  his  object  in  remaining  there  was  to  secure  it.  I 
submit  the  report  of  General  Hill  and  the  affidavits  of  S.  Price  and  S. 
Crumbaker.    I  recommend  this  man  to  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

E.Rouse. — Lives  in  Lovettsville,  Loudoun  County,  Va.  Says  for  thirty 
years  he  has  worked  as  a  cari)enter  in  Berlin  at  times.  This  si)ring  did 
some  work  for  C.  F.  Weimer,  and  early  in  July  went  to  finish  a  house 
for  him  and  worked  until  within  a  month  past.  The  enemy  would  not 
permit  him  to  return.  Says  on  the  night  he  returned  he,  Magaha, 
Slater  and  Smith  were  permitted  to  come  over  on  promise  to  return 
that  night.  They  got  a  skiff'  and  came  over  and  on  their  return  were 
arrested.  Denies  they  had  auytiiiug  to  do  with  the  gondola  boat.  I 
refer  to  General  Hill's  report  and  the  affidavits  of  Price  and  Crumbaker 
filed  with  it.     I  recommend  this  man  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

W.  J.  Working. — Born  in  Adams  County,  Pa.  Lived  there  till  he  was 
twenty-one;  then  his  father  moved  to  Frederick  County,  Md.  Says  lie 
iived  in  Hamilton,  .west  of  Leesburg.  Went  to  Maryland  some  tiine  in 
.Inly.  Was  sick  two  weeks  and  when  he  desired  to  return  could  not  get 
permission  to  pass  the  pickets.  At  last  a  corporal  put  him  secretly 
over  the  river.  Says  he  has  forgotten  the  corporal's  name.  I  file  tlie 
affidavit  of  Elijah  White  and  refer  to  General  Hill's  report.  I  think 
this  man  ought  not  to  be  discharged. 
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[Indorsement.] 

January  16, 1862. 
Acted  on  and  James  M.  Cornau  and  James  Kincaid  ordered  to  be 
discharged. 

R.  0[TTLD]. 
January  1!». — George  W.  Smith  ordered  to  be  discharged. 

E.  O. 

Miles  Johnson. — Was  born  on  Loop  Creek;  son  of  William  Johnson. 
Was  arrested  at  Light's  Mill  on  Loop  Creek.  Had  gone  to  get  corn 
ground.  Never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  home  guard.  Never  saw 
the  paper  or  had  anything  to  do  with  it.  Did  not  know  who  were  in 
it  except  from  reports.  Is  Southern  and  willing  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  Went  to  Paint  Creek  to  his  uncle's,  Jesse  Jarrett,  to  help 
him  in  his  work.  Was  there  the  first  time  the  Caskie  Eangers  were 
in  his  neighborhood.  Says  the  Southern  soldiers  have  been  at  his 
house.  He  boarded  the  men.  Sold  them  all  his  potatoes  and  gave 
them  his  apples.  Says  the  Northern  soldiers  passed  up  the  creek  on 
which  he  lives  once.  Did  not  serve  in  the  militia  when  called  out 
because  he  did  not  get  notice.  Witness  A.  C.  Bailey,  captain  of  militia 
in  Fayette  County,  says  Miles  Johnson  is  a  man  of  good  character; 
knows  little  of  his  position.  The  neighborhood  is  disloyal  and  John- 
son has  to  keep  very  quiet.  His  father-in-law  is  a  firm  Southern  man 
and  his  father  is  also  Southern.  Captain  Caskie,  of  Caskie  Rangers, 
by  whose  troops  he  was  arrested,  has  heard  of  no  act  of  disloyalty  and 
thinks  he  might  properly  be  discharged.  I  recommend  his  disijharge 
on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

James  Morris  Fayette. — Says  he  was  bom  in  Patrick  County,  Va. 
When  he  was  twelve  years,  old  his  father  moved  to  Marsh  Fork  of  Coal 
River.  Prisoner  says  he  now  lives  on  Sand  Lick  Creek,  a  fork  of  Coal 
River.  Says  he  was  arrested  at  home  by  a  part  of  Phelps'  company. 
They  stated  he  was  a  deserter  from  Captain  Adams'  company.  Says 
he  was  with  Adams'  company  awhile,  perhaps  a  month.  Mustered 
with  tliem  but  never  signed  a  paper  or  was  sworn  in.  Says  he  was 
never  regularly  mustered  into  service.  He  says  Avheu  Wise  retreated 
from  Kanawha  his  captain  gave  his  company  leave  to  go  home,  but  to 
meet  again  to  go  to  Greenbrier.  Says  only  twenty-four  met  at  place  of 
rendezvous.  He  was  sent  by  the  captain  to  get  fifteen  of  the  men  to 
return.  Names  eight  only  of  them.  He  represents  he  was  riding 
about  the  county  hunting  for  these  men  until  he  was  arrested.  Says 
he  was  three  times  at  Jacob  Petries'.  Was  on  Paint  Creek  the  15th  of 
<  )ctober;  cannot  tell  why.  Was  at  Brownstown  purchasing  goods  for 
his  family.  Does  not  remember  from  whom  he  bought  them  or  whether 
it  was  from  an  old  store  or  one  newly  established.  Will  not  tell  where 
he  was  the  day  before  his  arrest.  (Note.— He  was  arrested  on  the  25th 
of  October ;  the  24th,  the  day  before,  was  the  day  of  the  election  held  by 
tlie  usurping  government  of  Wheeling.)  Captain  Bailey  says  he  knew 
tlie  prisoner  as  a  citizen  and  a  soldier.  As  a  citizen  he  was  generally 
regarded  as  a  dissipated  man.  As  a  soldier  all  he  knows  was  stated 
by  Captain  Adams  before  a  court-martial  in  which  this  man's  case  was 
heard.  He  was  regarded  as  a  faithful  soldier  until  his  desertion.  Says 
the  case  was  postponed  by  the  court  until  further  evidence.  After  the 
prisoner  was  sent  to  the  guard  room  Doctor  Moss,  who  had  beenrequested 
to  appear  as  a  witness,  appeared.    Doctor  Moss  said  he  came  to  the  pris- 
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oner's  house  immediately  after  his  arrest  and  the  soldiers  who  arrested 
him  found  an  Enfield  musket  and  a  Northern  uniform  in  his  house. 
The  prisoner  was  re-examined  and  stated  the  musket  and  uniform  were 
left  the  night  before  in  his  absence  by  one  William  Workman,  a  cousin 
of  the  man  now  in  prison.  What  they  were  left  at  his  house  for  he 
does  not  know.  I  called  at  the  adjutant-general's  oflSce  but  the  adju- 
tant-general and  Colonel  Chilton  were  out  and  I  was  informed  there 
were  no  returns  of  Adams'  company  in  the  office,  but  the  clerk  made 
no  examination.  In  this  case  I  am  satisfied  that  Morris  is  a  deserter 
from  Adams'  [company],  Floyd's  brigade,  and  that  after  his  desertion 
he  was  actively  going  about  the  country  and  among  the  disaffected 
tories  and  was  on  the  Kanawha  near  the  enemy.  He  does  not  account 
for  the  uniform  and  Enfield  musket  found  in  his  possession.  I  think 
he  should  be  held  and  further  inquiries  be  made  to  bring  him  to  justice 
as  a  deserter  who  joined  the  enemy. 

Isaac  Slater. — Aged  eighteen:  born  in  Loudoun  County.  For  the 
past  five  years  lived  in  Lovettsville  as  a  clerk  for  Stoneburner.  Soon 
after  the  19th  of  April  says  he  went  to  Washington  to  stay  with  his  father, 
who  is  a  clerk  with  A.  &  T.  A.  Richards,  brickmakers.  Says  his  father 
is  poor  and  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  sending  him  his  wages,  and 
fearing  trouble  he  went  to  his  father  to  aid  him.  Says  he  staid  in 
Washington  till  14th  of  August  when  he  went  to  Berlin,  in  Maryland. 
Was  a  clerk  there  for  Hoffman  &  Howell;  then  for  C.  F.  Weimer,  and 
lived  with  him  till  he  was  taken.  Came  over  with  three  other  persons 
to  see  his  friends  and  acquaintances  the  night  he  was  captured.  They 
got  permission  from  a  Northern  captain  to  come.  Came  in  a  skift'; 
knew  nothing  of  the  gondola  boat.  Was  taken  going  past  it  to  the 
skiff.  Says  he  came  across  two  or  three  times  before.  Denies  any  par- 
ticipation in  taking  Stoneburner's  horse.  Says  he  was  in  Berlin  when  it 
was  taken.  Says  he  never  thought  of  citizenship.  Was  willing  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  if  I  would  advise  him  to  do  so.  Says  William 
Smith  who  was  taken  with  him  is  his  cousin.  Refers  for  his  good 
character  to  H.  M.  Fellers,  Jacob  Stoneburner  and  various  other  citi- 
zens of  Loudoun.  Is  much  subdued  and  anxious  to  be  released,  I  file 
the  affidavit  of  Cruzen.  1  refer  to  General  Hill's  report  and  deposition. 
I  think  favorably  of  this  young  man's  deportment  and  apparent  candor 
on  his  trial.  If  I  could  see  how  with  propriety  he  could  be  discharged 
from  prison  I  would  suggest  it;  but  although  my  sympathy  for  him  is 
strong  no  mode  of  extending  mercy  to  him  occurs  to  me.  I  must  sug- 
gest that  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

WiUiam  Smith.— Born  in  Loudoun;  went  to  Maryland  17th  of  June. 
Says  he  staid  below  Fredericktown  working  on  the  farm  of  his  step- 
mother's brother.  Several  times  came  to  Berlin.  Crossed  over  2d  of 
August ;  returned  4th  of  August.  Was  not  interrupted  by  the  pickets. 
Crossed  again  when  he  was  arrested.  This  is  one  of  the  men  sent  by 
General  Hill.  I  refer  to  his  letter  and  the  afladavits  filed  with  my  last 
report,  especially  Crumbaker's.  The  impression  of  this  man's  charac- 
ter made  on  me  by  big  examination  is  that  he  is  a  bold,  artful,  un 
scrupulous  man  who  went  over  to  the  enemy  when  the  militia  were 
called  out.  I  think  he  is  able  to  play  the  part  of  a  spy.  I  recommend 
he  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

Robert  Power.— Born  in  Loudoun  County.  His  father  hves  six  miles 
from  Leesburg.    For  more  than  a  year  prisoner  has  lived  at  his  uncle's. 
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Thomas  Glieeu,  four  miles  from  Ceutreville,  workiug  on  his  farm. 
Says  before  Christmas  he  went  up  to  his  aunt's,  Mrs.  Eose,  of  Jjoudoun, 
to  get  some  money.  His  aunt  gave  him  some  eggs  which  he  took  to 
the  post  nearest  to  him  to  sell.  He  was  arrested  and  taken  to  Colonel 
O'Neal,  of  the  Ninth  Alabama  Eegiment.  Was  told  they  were  in 
search  of  Shelton  Ambler,  who  had  passed  Indiana  money  on  some  of 
the  soldiers.  Suspected  him  to  be  a  partner  of  Ambler's;  thought  he 
had  given  notice  to  Ambler,  and  suspected  him  to  be  a  spy.  Declares 
he  is  innocent  of  the  charges.  Says  he  has  never  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  enemy.  Says  last  summer  he  was  at  his  brother-in-law's, 
Bodine,  and  saw  the  tents  across  the  river.  He  was  at  Leesburg  and 
saw  the  Yankee  prisoners  brought  in  after  the  battle.  These  are  the 
only  times  he  has  seen  Yankees.  Has  a  brother  and  several  brothers- 
in-law  in  the  Southern  army.  His  brother  is  in  Mead's  Loudoun  Cav- 
alry. Two  of  his  brothers-in-law  are  in  the  Loudoun  Artillery.  Is 
willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Mr.  Huntt,  delegate  from 
Fairfax,  says  he  does  not  know  this  young  man,  but  he  knows  Gheen, 
his  uncle  with  whom  he  worked  the  last  year,  is  true  to  the  South. 
Colonel  Ball,  of  the  senate,  from  Loudoun,  says  his  brother  and  several 
of  his  brothers-in-law  are  in  the  Southern  army.  His  whole  connec- 
tions are  faithful  Southern  people.  Does  not  know  him.  Colonel  Ball 
handed  me  the  petition  of  Power's  brother  for  his  release  and  the  peti- 
tion of  officers  and  men  of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment  for  his  release, 
herewith  sent.  This  young  man  is  modest,  and  I  think  true  and  honest 
from  his  examination  before  me.  No  charge  has  been  sent  on  with  him. 
1  unhesitatingly  recommend  his  release. 

Charles  Holland. — Born  in  Saratoga,  N.  Y. ;  his  father  is  an  English- 
man; came  to  Prince  William  County,  Va.,  when  prisoner  was  a  child; 
prisoner  is  now  twenty-six  years  old;  lives  five  miles  from  Occoquan. 
Says  he  was  arrested  under  a  charge  of  selling  spirits  to  men  in 
Hampton's  Legion.  Says  he  was  imprisoned  and  afterward  acquitted 
of  that  charge,  and  when  he  was  about  to  be  dismissed  he  was  accused 
of  disloyalty  and  sent  on  on  that  charge.  He  says  he  fell  under  bad 
influences  about  Occoquan,  and  under  false  information  he  voted  for 
Lincoln  and  against  secession.  Says  he  has  repented  sorely  of  these 
votes  and  goes  cordially  and  earnestly  with  the  South.  Says  his 
brother  is  a  volunteer  in  the  Southern  army.  He  (prisoner)  offered  to 
volunteer  but  was  rejected  because  his  leg  is  so  injured  he  cannot  per- 
form military  duty.  Is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Says  he 
lives  within  our  lines  and  has  never  crossed  them.  Since  the  war  began 
he  has  never  been  two  miles  from  home.  Capt.  Aylett  Nichol,  of  the 
Prince  William  Militia,,  examined  as  a  witness,  says  Holland  has  a 
brother  in  the  Southern  army  who  stands  high  as  a  soldier.  Says 
prisoner's  general  character  is  good ;  has  seen  him  rarely  since  the  war 
commenced;  has  heard  reports  unfavorable  to  his  political  character; 
has  heard  that  before  the  war  he  was  involved  with  the  Underwood 
party.  Mr.  William  E.  Goodwin,  sheriff  of  Prince  William,  says  Hol- 
land has  a  brother  in  the  army  who  is  a  good  and  faithful  soldier:  says 
he  conversed  with  the  prisoner  last  spring  and  summer  and  reprimanded 
him  for  his  votes.  Prisoner  said  he  had  been  misled  and  was  very 
sorry  for  what  he  had  done;  said  he  wished  to  go  into  the  army  with 
his  brother  but  his  disabled  leg  prevented  his  doing  so.  Witness  says 
he  has  been  frequently  in  the  prisoner's  neighborhood  and  has  kept  his 
eye  on  him  in  consequence  of  his  vote,  and  he  believes  Holland  has 
staid  quietly  at  home  and  has  not  been  connected  with  the  Northera  army 
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or  with  its  friends.  Says  the  prisoner  is  a  man  of  good  general  char- 
acter. Mr.  Lynn,  delegate  from  Prince  William,  says  prisoner  acted 
with  the  Underwood  party  up  to  the  secession  vote.  After  the  course 
of  Virginia  was  known  prisoner  declared  he  had  been  misled;  expressed 
his  sorrow  for  his  course  and  his  determination  to  stand  by  the  South. 
He  says  in  consequence  of  prisoner's  votes  witness  watched  his  course. 
He  says  Holland  separated  from  his  Union  associates;  remained  quietly 
at  home;  most  of  his  associates  ran  off ;  he  believes  Holland  has  behaved 
quietly  and  properly  since  the  war.  All  three  of  these  gentlemen  think 
if  Holland  takes  the  oath  of  allegiance  he  will  keep  it  faithfully.  They 
say  he  is  a  man  of  truth.  There  is  no  charge  filed  against  Holland. 
His  vote  for  Lincoln  indicates  a  state  of  political  feeling  when  it  wa-s 
given  which  subjects  him  to  suspicion  then  and  ever  afterward,  but  it 
is  not  an  offense  for  which  he  can  be  legally  punished.  It  certainly 
would  give  an  unfavorable  color  to  any  subsequent  offense;  but  the 
man  expresses  penitence.  He  has  been  closely  watched  and  nothing 
wrong  observed  in  his  conduct.  Under  the  circumstances  before  me  I 
do  not  see  how  he  can  be  held  as  a  prisoner  without  trampling  on  the 
constitutional  rights  of  citizens.    I  recommend  his  discharge. 

Note. — After  this  report  was  prepared  I  received  the  papers  sent 
me  herewith  in  an  envelope.  I  have  examined  these  papers  and  they 
have  not  materially  affected  my  opinion.  The  omission  of  Slater's 
name  in  Stoneburner's  aflBdavit  is  unfavorable  to  him.  Magaha's  state- 
ment that  he  had  rented  a  shop  in  Berlin  is  confirmed,  but  it  was  to 
say  the  least  a  serious  error  in  him  if  he  was  true  to  the  South  to 
attempt  to  carry  on  business  in  the  enemy's  lines.  His  crossing  back 
and  forward  afforded  opportunities  for  communication  with  the  enemy 
that  might  seriously  endanger  our  interests.  In  the  afSdavits  sub- 
mitted some  revengeful  expressions  are  proved  to  have  been  made  by 
him.  I  think  it  probable  if  the  enemy  had  arrested  him  in  Berlin  he 
could  have  made  a  much  stronger  case  of  fidelity  to  them  than  he  has 
to  us. 

[Indorsement.] 

January  19, 1862. 
Acted  on,  and  Miles  Johnson,  Eobert  Power  and  Charles  Holland 
ordered  to  be  released. 

E[OBEET]  0[ULD]. 

Samuel  Eeeves. — Cripple;  age  twenty- four;  born  in  Prince  William, 
at  Occoquan ;  arrested  by  Prince  William  Cavalry,  Says  he  was  told  he 
was  arrested  on  suspicion  of  infidelity.  Voted  for  Lincoln ;  expressed 
penitence  for  his  vote.  Voted  for  reference,  to  the  people  of  the  action 
of  the  convention.  Did  not  vote  on  question  of  secession  because  he 
found  he  was  going  wrong  and  wanted  to  separate  from  the  persons 
who  had  deceived  him.  Says  his  father  is  a  shoemaker,  and  he  (pris- 
oner) has  been  a  cripple  since  he  was  two  years  old.  Depends  on  his 
father  for  his  support.  Usually  voted  with  his  father,  but  got  to  drink- 
ing with  Gould  and  other  Northern  men.  They  persuaded  him  Lincoln 
was  the  best  man  for  the  Presidency  and  would  make  money  plenty 
and  give  him  good  employment.  His  only  occupation  has  been  on 
wood  boats  and  fishing.  Has  not  been  on  a  wood  boat  for  a  year.  Has 
been  fishing  since  the  difQculties  commenced  with  Captain  Gray  and 
Marshal  Davis.  Did  not  go  out  of  Occoquan  Bay  but  once,  and  then 
went  only  three-fourths  of  a  mile  ont.  Caught  nothing  but  white 
perch.    Met  no  boats  except  boats  from  Occoquan.    Had  no  commnnica- 
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tion  of  any  kind  with  the  enemy  or  persons  connected  with  them.  Had 
no  communication  with  Mr.  Abe  Lincoln  associates.  Has  completely 
separated  himself  from  them,  and  goes  with  the  South.  Is  willing  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Mr.  Lynn,  delegate  from  Prince  William, 
says  he  knows  the  father  of  this  man  well.  He  knew  his  brother  well. 
They  are  all  men  of  truth  and  true  Southern  men.  He  knew  less  of  the 
prisoner.  He  has  always  been  a  cripple.  He  was  led  oft"  by  the  Under- 
wood party.  They  had  plenty  of  money  and  prisoner  was  led  to  frolic 
and  associate  with  them.  He  voted  with  them  until  the  troubles 
began.  He  then  separated  from  them  and  has  since  continued  separate 
from  them.  He  knows  when  that  party  left  prisoner  could  have  left 
with  them,  but  he  chose  to  separate  himself  from  them.  He  says  pris- 
oner in  consequence  of  his  vote  and  association  with  the  Underwood 
party  has  been  watched,  and  is  satisfied  he  has  behaved  with  propriety 
since  our  troubles  began.  He  says  the  village  of  Occoqnau  is  purified 
from  the  tories  and  the  prisoner  could  not  communicate  with  the 
enemy  if  he  wished,  but  thinks  he  does  not  wish.  He  thinks  this  man 
is  a  man  of  truth  and  integrity.  In  this  case  there  are  no  charges 
against  the  prisoner.  There  is  no  evidence  he  has  committed  any 
offense  either  against  Virginia  since  secession  or  against  the  Confeder- 
ate Government.  He  is  too  much  crippled  to  be  a  soldier,  and  from 
Mr.  Lynn's  testimony  cannot  do  injury  as  a  spy  if  he  were  so  disposed. 
He  seems  to  be  honest  and  truthful.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

[Indorsement.] 

January  21, 18G2. 

Acted  on  and  Samuel  Eeeves  ordered  to  be  discharged. 

EOBT.  OULD, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Eobert  Scott. — Born  in  Monongalia  County,  Va.  Went  to  Mary- 
land. Enlisted  in  the  Eegular  Army  of  the  United  States.  Served  in 
the  Mexican  war  in  Company  P,  Third  Artillery.  Was  discharged  in 
California  in  1849.  Has  lived  in  California  until  March  last,  then  came 
through  Texas  to  Fort  Smith.  At  Fort  Smith  found  General  McCul- 
loch's  courier  was  sick.  Carried  dispatches  back  to  Texas.  From  Fort 
Smith  came  to  Tazewell  County,  Va.  There  for  a  month  he  drove  cattle 
from  Tazewell  to  Chapman's  army.  Hansbarger  employed  him  from 
Chapman.  Says  he  was  discharged  from  this  service  at  the  Salt  Sul- 
phur Springs,  in  Monroe.  Went  to  Lewisburg,  Greenbrier  County, 
where  he  was  arrested  and  discharged.  Then  he  went  to  Frankford, 
Greenbrier  County,  where  he  was  arrested  by  citizens;  his  horse,  sad- 
dle, bridle,  revolver  and  bowie-knife  taken  from  him  and  he  was  sent 
on  here.  General  Chapman  says  this  man  was  employed  by  Hansbarger 
to  drive  cattle  from  Tazewell  to  Monroe  for  General  C.'s  brigade.  Says 
he  was  mounted  on  a  mustang  and  he  had  a  Mexican  saddle.  He  did 
not  suspect  anything  wrong.  General  Haymond  informs  me  the  Scott 
family  of  Monongalia  are  Southern  in  their  feeling.  Two  Scotts  were 
in  the  Eegular  Army  in  Mexico.  He  was  not  present  at  the  examination, 
and  did  not  know  whether  this  man  was  one  of  them.  Scott  is  willing 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Says  if  his  horse,  saddle  and  bowie- 
knife  and  pistol  are  returned  he  would  be  willing  to  volunteer  in  a 
cavalry  company;  but  he  is  forty-two  years  old,  and  would  not  be  will- 
ing to  serve  in  an  artillery  or  infantry  company.    Assuming  this  man's 
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statement  to  be  true  as  far  as  it  goes  he  is  a  citizen  of  California.  Has 
traversed  the  whole  extent  of  the  Confederacy.  Has  not  disclosed  his 
purposes  and  intentions  to  any  one.  He  ought  therefore  to  be  dealt 
with  as  an  alien  enemy  passing  through  the  country  improperly.  But 
I  am  not  satisfied  his  statement  is  true.  His  account  of  his  trip  from 
California  through  Texas  to  Fort  Smith  and  from  Fort  Smith  to  Taze- 
well is  too  meager  to  be  satisfactory.  I  cannot  avoid  the  suspi(iion  he 
is  a  spy.  For  the  present  I  recommend  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of 
war. 

Caleb  Wristou. — Born  in  Fayette  County.  Eaised  on  the  Clear 
Fork  of  Coal  liiver.  Now  lives  on  Johnson's  Branch  of  Loop  Creek, 
near  its  head.  Says  he  has  been  at  home  all  summer  except  to  go  to 
mill  and  to  go  twice  to  his  father's  on  the  Clear  Fork  of  Coal.  Says 
he  moved  last  spring  from  Paint  Creek  and  this  spring  has  had  part 
of  his  crop  on  the  place  from  which  he  moved,  four  or  five  miles 
from  where  he  now  lives.  Does  not  know  who  were  members  of  the 
home  guard  except  from  report.  Saw  the  Northern  trooi)S  the  day  he 
was  arrested.  They  were  stationed  on  Loop  Creek.  William  John- 
son, prisoner's  brother,  John  Wriston,  prisoner  and  another  neighbor 
came  down  the  branch  going  to  mill.  They  Avere  stopped  by  the  picli- 
ets  and  on  request  of  William  Johnson  were  suffered  to  pass.  Did  not 
hear  the  conversation  between  Johnson  and  the  officers.  Does  not 
know  what  Johnson  said.  They  went  to  the  mill  and  were  arrested  by 
Caskie  Eangers.  He  says  this  was  the  only  time  he  ever  saw  the  North- 
ern troops.  Another  time  they  came  up  Loop  Creek  but  he  did  not  see 
them.  He  says  when  Caskie  iiangers  before  this  came  u])  Loop  Creek 
all  the  men  on  the  creek  ran  off.  The  men  on  Johnson's  Branch  remained 
at  home.  Says  when  Jenkins'  cavalry  came  up  the  branch  he  sold  them 
his  grain  and  gave  them  his  apples.  The  Northern  men  afterward 
threatened  the  men  on  the  branch  with  destruction  because  they  were 
"secesh."  Captain  Caskie  and  Mr.  Ticknor,  private  in  the  Caskie  Ran- 
gers, aided  me  in  this  examination.  Both  of  them  say  they  know  noth- 
ing against  this  man.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance. 

John  Wriston. — Born  on  Clear  Fork  of  Coal  Eiver.  Lives  on  John- 
son's Branch  of  Loop  Creek.  Says  [he]  voted  against  the  ordinance  of 
secession  but  when  the  State  went  out  he  went  with  it.  Says  he  has 
not  been  from  home  this  summer  except  to  go  to  places  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Had  nothing  to  do  with  the  home  guards;  knows  only  from 
report  who  belong  to  it.  Says  he  saw  the  Northern  troops  the  day  he 
was  arrested.  Says  he  went  with  his  brother  Caleb  and  Mr.  Johnson 
to  mill.  Does  not  know  what  Johnson  said  to  induce  the  pickets  to  let 
them  pass.  Denies  there  was  any  concerted  story.  Says  he  went  to 
mill  because  he  was  out  of  meal.  He  was  arrested  at  the  mill  by  Cas- 
kie Eangers.  Says  he  saw  the  Northern  troops  at  another  time.  They 
came  nyi  the  creek.  He  had  gone  to  a  neighbor's  to  get  some  snap 
beans  and  saw  them  pass.  Never  gave  information  in  any  way  to  the 
enemy.  Captain  Caskie  and  Mr.  Ticknor,  private  in  Caskie  Eangers, 
know  nothing  against  this  man.  There  is  another  John  Wristou,  the 
uncle  of  this  man,  living  on  Paint  Creek  who  has  been  active  in  aiding 
the  enemy,  and  another  man  of  the  name  of  Wriston  whom  it  was 
desired  to  arrest.  I  think  it  probable  these  two  men  have  been  sup- 
])osed  to  be  the  two  dangerous  men.  I  have  no  information  which  jus- 
tifies holding  this  man  a  prisoner.    1  therefore  recommeud  his  discharge 
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J,  B.  Bowman  (re-examined). — After  using  all  exertions  to  get  news- 
pajDer  article  in  reference  to  Bowman  I  re-examined  him  without  it. 
The  letter  of  Mr.  Moore  was  shown  him.  He  said  on  the  Wednesday 
preceding  the  battle  of  the  21st  the  First  and  Second  New  Jersey  Keg- 
imeuts  were  stationed  at  his  house.  On  Sunday  morning  the  colonel 
of  the  Second  Xew  Jersey  Eegiment  impressed  his  team  to  take  a  sur- 
geon to  Centreville.  He  could  not  resist  because  he  says  as  he  said 
before  his  team  had  been  used  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment. He  says  his  negro  driver  ran  off  on  the  day  the  New  Jersey 
regiment  came  to  his  house.  He  was  told  if  he  did  not  go  they  would 
find  a  driver  for  his  team.  He  feared  he  would  lose  his  team  if  this 
was  done.  He  hitched  up  his  Jersey  wagon  to  go.  While  he  was  doing 
this  the  surgeon  asked  him  to  take  two  gentlemen  along  who  would  pay 
him  well.  He  agreed  to  do  so.  They  turned  out  to  be  reporters.  He 
says  on  the  way  Mr.  Moore  fell  in  behind  them  on  horseback  and  went 
to  a  relation's.  Prisoner  says  he  went  to  Centreville  and  immediately 
returned,  getting  home  to  dinner.  He  further  says  he  told  me  he  had 
gone  with  this  party  to  Centreville  that  day.  I  asked  him  if  he  was 
willing  to  move  his  family  back  into  the  interior  of  the  county  and 
remain  in  the  Confederacy.  He  replied  he  could  not  get  his  family  out 
of  the  enemy's  lines.  Said  his  father-in  law  is  an  Englishman,  living  in 
New  York  and  taking  no  part  in  this  war,  and  able  and  willing  to  give 
him  and  his  family  the  means  of  support.  Says  he  wishes  to  be  dis- 
charged on  his  parole  not  to  aid  in  this  war.  He  expresses  now  rehic- 
tance  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Says  the  enemy  have  taken  his 
property.  If  he  takes  the  oath  he  will  not  be  paid  for  it.  Expresses  a 
wish  to  go  to  New  York.  Says  two  of  his  neighbors  are  prisoners  in 
Washington.  If  released  on  his  parole  he  will  procure  the  release  of 
one  of  them. 

Case:  On  this  examination  I  must  say  I  do  not  recollect  his  stating 
to  me  he  was  at  Centreville  the  day  of  the  battle.  He  did  tell  me  the 
First  and  Second  New  Jersey  Eegiments  were  at  his  house  and  impressed 
his  team  for  the  service  of  the  enemy.  I  remember  he  told  me  the  negro 
had  run  off.  But  I  do  not  remember  his  telling  me  this  in  connection 
with  the  battle  at  Centreville.  His  account  of  that  matter  now  is 
clear  and  distinct,  and  on  it  I  might  have  recommended  his  release  on 
condition  of  removing  into  the  interior  of  the  State  if  he  had  manifested 
now  the  same  interest  in  the  Confederacy  that  he  did  on  his  former 
examination.  But  when  tested  with  this  proposition  his  heart  appears 
to  be  with  the  North.  I  cannot  with  my  present  views  recommend  his 
discharge. 

William  H.  Williamson  (heretofore  examined.)— I  return  herewith  a 
pencil  note  received  from  Williamson.  He  expresses  a  desire  to  go  to 
work  here  as  a  shoemaker  if  he  cannot  return  home.  I  recommend  his 
release  on  condition  he  does  not  go  within  our  lines  on  the  Potomac 
without  special  permission  of  the  commanding  general  to  go  there  and 
remove  his  family.  If  it  would  not  be  improper  I  would  suggest  when- 
ever this  can  be  done  it  is  the  best  disposition  which  can  be  made  of  all 
persons  on  the  theater  of  action  who  may  have  incurred  the  suspicion 
of  the  commanding  ofQcers. 

[Indorsement.]  _   „,-    topn 

Januakt  25, 1802. 
Acted  on,  and  Caleb  Wriston,  John  Wriston  and  W.  H.  Williamson 
ordered  to  be  released.  EOBT.  OULD, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
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James  Mayner. — Sayshewasborn  in  Raleigh  [County],on  Clear Forkof 
Coal  Jiiver.  Eaised  where  he  was  born.  Was  arrested  half  a  mile  from 
home  at  John  Stover's.  Two  men  were  with  him,  Sampson  Stover  and 
Creed  Mayner.  Creed  Mayner  ran  and  was  shot.  Sampson  Stover  was 
arrested  with  prisoner  but  afterward  discharged.  Says  for  the  last 
year  he  lived  with  his  brother  on  the  Pound  Fork  of  Sandy,  in  Wise 
County.  There  are  no  Union  men  there.  Says  he  is  not  a  Union  man — 
is  a  Southern  man.  Never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  home  quarrel. 
Had  not  been  at  home  two  weeks  when  he  was  arrested.  Heard  Cap- 
tain Dunbar,  who  lives  on  Coal  Eiver,  was  trying  to  get  up  a  Union 
company,  but  he,  prisoner,  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Heard  this  from 
some  men  who  had  been  down  on  Coal,  but  he  Avould  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  Says  he  saw  Dunbar  once  after  he  came  home  but  had  no 
conversation  with  him.  Is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Heard 
an  election  for  the  Wheeling  government  was  to  be  held  on  Coal  Eiver 
but  he  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it.  Captain  Linkous  of  his 
neighborhood  says  this  boy  was  away  from  home,  he  supposes  in  Wise 
County,  when  the  Union  company  was  formed.  As  there  is  no  charge 
against  this  youth  and  1  can  find  no  one  who  makes  any  charge  and  as 
he  seems  to  be  fair  and  truthful  I  recommend  his  discharge. 

Jasper  Melum. — Not  sixteen  years  old.  Had  on  a  Northern  fatigue 
uniform.  Says  Captain  Dunbar  gave  him  this  uniform  and  a  gun. 
Says  he  had  not  volunteered  or  join^  Dunbar's  company.  Says  Dunbar 
was  recruiting  for  the  Northern  army  and  his  company  had  been  sta- 
tioned at  Charleston.  Says  he  was  arrested  at  Jacob  Harper's,  on 
marshes  of  Coal  Eiver.  Says  part  of  the  company  had  been  on  Coal 
Eiver  and  he  had  been  with  them.  He  was  taken  up  by  two  citizens. 
Captain  Linkous  testifies  this  boy  was  suspected  to  be  one  of  a  company 
Capt.  William  Dunbar  was  raising  for  the  U.  S.  army  on  Coal  Eiver. 
This  boy  seems  to  be  truthful  and  honest  and  well  disposed,  but  I  do 
not  see  how  he  can  be  discharged.  I  recommend  he  be  held  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war. 

Otey  Fellows. — Born  in  Patrick  County,  Va,  Lived  in  Montgomery 
County.  Married  a  Cassidy.  Moved  to  Fayette.  Lives  on  Laurel 
Creek.  Says  Kennedy  Cassidy  and  James  Cassidy,  his  brothers-in- 
law,  were  decidedly  for  the  United  States  and  against  the  Confed- 
erate States.  Says  he  did  not  agree  with  them  in  opinion,  but  wanted 
to  be  neutral  between  the  United  States  and  Confederate  States.  Says 
a  home  guard  under  command  of  James  Cassidy,  his  brother-in-law, 
was  gotten  up  in  his  neighborhood.  Was  asked  by  Kennedy  Cassidy 
and  others  to  join  it.  Says  he  told  them  they  might  put  his  name  down. 
Says  he  sent  three  sons  to  the  Southern  army.  They  were  volunteers 
in  Captain  Adams'  company,  Wise's  brigade.  One  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Scaryltown]  and  died  from  his  wounds.  Of  the  other  two 
he  first  said  he  did  not  know  what  had  become  of  them.  Afterward 
he  admitted  they  came  to  his  home.  Said  Captain  Adams  had  per- 
mitted him  to  go  home  to  rejoin  his  company  and  go  to  the  White  Sul- 
phur Springs.  Said  the  enemy  took  possession  of  Fayette  CourtHouse 
and  his  sons  could  not  join  the  army.  It  afterward  appeared  from  the 
examination  of  the  prisoner  by  Captain  Caskie  that  the  enemy  remained 
only  one  day  at  Fayette  Court-House  and  his  sons  had  remained  in  the 
county,  making  prisoner's  house  their  home,  but  had  visited  the  enemy 
and  had  piloted  them  in  their  invasions  of  this  part  of  the  country, 
and  on  one  occasion  when  the  Yankees  took  a  double-barreled  shotgun 
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his  SOU  James  got  it,  and  this  gun  was  taken  to  his  house.  Capt. 
Robert  Caskie,  of  Caskie  Rangers,  says  he  heard  a  Uuion  company  had 
been  formed  in  this  neighborhood.  Sent  a  detachment  composed  of 
militia  and  some  men  from  his  rangers  to  disperse  them.  They  were 
tired  on  near  Fellows'  blacksmith  shop ;  returned  the  fire,  took  some 
prisoners  and  returned  next  day.  He  sent  a  detachment  to  arrest 
the  men  suspected  to  have  been  at  the  shop.  The  prisoner  was  arrested 
by  them.  Mr.  Ticknor,  private  in  Captain  Caskie's  rangers,  says  he 
was  one  of  the  party  that  arrested  Fellows.  They  went  to  Fellows' 
house.  Ticknor  was  born  in  New  York.  When  they  entered  the  house 
the  females  asked  him  who  he  was.  He  told  them  he  was  from  the 
North.  Was  told  prisoner  was  in  the  yard.  He  was  found  there  on 
his  way  down  to  Lieutenant  Woods'  party.  Witness  asked  prisoner  if 
he  was  one  of  those  who  was  firing  last  night.  Prisoner  told  him  he 
was  asleep  in  his  blacksmith  shop.  That  he  came  out  and  had  a  good 
chance  to  fire  with  his  barrels,  but  did  not  know  who  the  parties  were. 
If  he  had  known  it  was  Sam  Woods  and  his  damned  rebels  he  would 
have  let  them  have  both  barrels.  Says  Spragg  Laurence  was  a  noted 
Union  man  acting  as  a  scout  for  the  Northern  army,  and  made  Fellows' 
house  his  headquarters.  Prisoner  on  this  statement  said  he  was  at  his 
shop  near  Cassidy  mill  that  night.  Some  of  James  Oassidy's  home 
guard  were  there.  Says  his  two  sons  were  there,  Spragg  Laurence 
was  there,  and  Kennedy  Cassidy  and  his  son  James  Arthur  and  one 
of  his  sons.  Ben  Mallory  and  his  son  were  there.  13enies  he  had  a 
double-barreled  gun.  Says  when  he  told  Ticknor  if  he  had  thought 
it  was  Woods  and  his  damned  rebels  he  would  have  fired  both  barrels 
he  did  not  know  Ticknor  was  a  Southerner;  he  thought  he  was  a  Yan- 
kee. If  he  had  thought  he  was  a  Southern  man  he  never  would  have 
called  them  rebels.  Says  he  was  in  a  hard  place.  Had  to  make  fair 
weather  with  both  parties.  Says  he  could  not  fight  either  army  and 
had  to  do  the  best  he  could.  Says  when  the  firing  began  he  was  in  the 
shop.  It  was  so  dark  he  could  not  find  his  gun,  and  got  out  and  went 
home  without  it.  1  think  this  old  man  desires  to  hold  with  both  sides, 
but  the  influence  of  his  brothers-in-law,  the  Cassidy  s,  made  him  go  over 
to  the  enemy.  He  has  joined  the  home  guard  and  was  found  with 
them  in  arms.    1  recommend  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

Kennedy  Cassidy.— Is  a  local  preacher  of  the  Northern  Methodist 
Church.  Says  a  mau  named  Gregg  was  the  circuit  rider  in  1859-60. 
Says  he  was  from  Pennsylvania;  spent  much  of  his  time  in  trading  in 
lumber  at  Point  Pleasant  and  much  in  geologizing.  Says  he  did  not 
fill  Gregg's  appointments  when  he  was  geologizing,  but  says  he  did  when 
he  was  at  Point  Pleasant  selling  lumber.  (Note.— From  several  prisoners 
and  citizens  I  learn  Gregg  had  made  minute  and  accurate  maps  of  this 
portion  of  the  State  which  are  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  this 
man  Cassidy  filled  his  appointments  while  he  was  doing  this.)  Cassidy 
denies  he  knew  anything  of  Gregg's  making  maps.  Denies  he  was  a 
member  of  James  Cassidy's  home  guards.  Denies  all  connection  with 
the  Union  troops  or  Northern  army.  He  says  he  went  to  Montgomery 
in  Kanawha  County  about  the  middle  of  August.  Arthur,  Spragg 
Laurence  and  James  Cassidy  were  with  him.  Went  to  hear  Colonel 
Ruffner  speak.  (Note.— Colonel  RufFner  was  an  active  officer  of  the 
Wheeling  government.)  Ruft'ner  did  not  speak.  They  were  sto])ped 
by  Yankee  pickets.  A  man  they  called  Cop  appeared.  Says  it  is  likely 
some  of  the  party  had  some  conversation  with  him.    It  is  likely  they 
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had  some  conversation  about  arms  left  by  Governor  Wise  when  he 
retreated  from  Kanawha.  They  all  were  permitted  to  pass  through  the 
pickets  and  return.  Says  the  night  he  was  taken  he  was  in  James 
Cassidy's  mill  grinding  corn.  There  was  a  swell  in  the  creek  and  they 
had  to  take  advantage  of  it.  There  had  been  a  long  drought  previously. 
He  heard  some  firing.  Says  he  does  not  know  by  whom.  Got  a  mus- 
ket which  was  hid  in  the  mill ;  started  home.  Heard  somebody  making 
a  noise  first  like  a  whippoorwill,  then  like  an  owl.  Thouglit  it  was 
some  of  the  Fellows  boys  trying  his  nerves.  Went  to  them  and  was 
taken  prisoner.  Captain  Oaskie  proves  he  sent  out  this  party  composed 
of  militia  and  some  of  his  rangers,  under  command  of  Jjieutenant 
Woods  of  the  militia.  The  party  reported  they  had  been  tired  on 
and  returned  the  fire  and  took  two  prisoners.  Cassidy  was  one  of  the 
prisoners.  Mr.  Ticknor  says  he  was  of  the  party.  They  were  fired  on 
near  the  mill  and  blacksmith  shop.  Some  of  the  party  gave  the 
signal  of  the  tories  by  imitating  the  whip-poor-will  and  owl.  Kennedy 
Cassidy  came  across  the  bridge  to  them  and  was  taken.  He  was 
armed  with  a  Virginia  musket  marked  "Princess  Anne."  Cassidy, 
being  examined,  said  the  musket  was  left  in  the  mill  by  James  Fellows. 
It  might  be  the  musket  he  had  Avhen  he  left  the  army  or  one  gotten 
from  deserters  after  Wise's  retreat,  or  one  gotten  at  Gauley  out  of  the 
muskets  left  there  by  General  Wise.  This  man  is  obviously  in  part  a 
negro.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  natural  intellect,  self-possessed,  artful  and 
insensible  to  the  obligations  of  an  oath.  I  recommend  he  be  held  as 
a  prisoner. 

Tallisou  Stover. — Belonged  to  Captain  Adams' company.  Left  it  in 
August.  Says  he  asked  Captain  Adams  for  a  furlough.  Tiie  captain 
refused  it  and  he  went  home.  Says  he  only  volunteered  to  go  to 
Charleston.  He  was  raised  in  the  woods;  had  never  been  so  far  from 
home  and  so  long  from  home  in  his  life.  Says  he  wishes  to  go  back  to 
his  company;  says  he  staid  quietly  at  home.  1  can  find  no  evidence 
that  this  young  man  had  any  connection  with  the  tories.  He  denies  all 
connection  with  tlie  Union  men  and  the  Nortliern  men.  Captain  Adams' 
company  is  now  I  understand  attached  to  McCausland's  regiment, 
Floyd's  brigade.  It  seems  to  me  his  case  is  more  within  military  Juris- 
diction than  the  commissioner's.  I  suggest  the  rolls  of  Adams'"  com- 
pany be  examined.  If  he  is  a  deserter,  as  I  believe,  that  he  be  handed 
over  to  the  military  authorities. 

Isaac  Siers  (on  the  book  Sias).— Born  in  Monroe.  Eemoved  to  Brax- 
ton, then  to  Nicholas  County.  Was  a  volunteer  in  Captain  Chilton's 
company,  in  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Tompkins,  now  Colonel  Jackson's. 
Says  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  arm  in  a  skirmish  near  Charleston. 
Was  permitted  to  go  home  till  his  wound  was  healed.  Says  before  his 
wound  was  healed  he  was  arrested  on  suspicion  and  sent  on  here.  Says 
he  never  was  sworn  in.  Mr.  Alderson,  senator  from  this  district,  and 
Mr.  Kobinson,  prosecuting  attorney  of  Nicholas  County,  both  say 
Siers  is  a  man  of  bad  character.  Has  been  prosecuted  for  passing 
counterfeit  bank  notes  and  for  other  ofienses.  They  say  when  he 
volunteered  he  was  in  jail  in  Nicholas  on  a  charge  of  petit  larceny. 
He  is  a  good-natured  man,  but  it  is  said  he  deserted  from  cowardice. 
Reference  to  the  muster-rolls  of  his  regiment  ought  to  show  whether 
he  is  a  deserter.  No  political  oftense  is  charged  against  him.  I  recom- 
mend he  be  turned  over  to  the  military  department. 
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[Indoraeniont.] 

January  28,  1862. 
Acted  on,  and  James  Mayner  ordered  to  be  released  and  Stover  and 
Siers  to  be  turned  over  to  the  military. 

KOBT.  OULD, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

William  Working.  —Re  examined.  I  return  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Londoun  for  the  release  of  William  Working  with  the  indorsements  of 
Captain  Ball  of  the  senate  and  Mr,  Harrison  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates. I  have  re-examined  my  note  in  this  case  and  think  this  man 
may  lawfully  and  properly  be  held  as  a  prisoner.  But  I  know  some  of 
the  signers  of  the  petition  and  the  two  gentlemen  wlio  indorse  it. 
They  are  citizens  of  Loudoun,  well  acquainted  with  the  prisoner  and 
the  state  of  things  in  their  county.  On  the  question  whether  mercy 
should  be  extended  to  the  prisoner  they  are  better  judges  than  I  can 
be.  General  Hill's  report  excepts  him  from  the  class  of  prisoners  who 
were  sent  on  with  him.  I  recommend  that  as  an  act  of  mercy  he  may 
be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

J.  L.  Grubb. — Born  in  Loudoun  County.  Lives  between  Lovettsville 
and  Harper's  Ferry.  A  Virginia  constable.  Says  he  spent  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  summer  at  home.  Has  gone  over  to  Maryland  at  various 
times  to  get  his  goods  and  groceries.  Once  in  the  summer  lie  went 
over  to  testify  before  Captain  Stedman,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  on  behalf  of 
Samuel  W.  George  and  Gideon  Householder,  citizens  of  Loudoun,  who 
were  charged  with  riding  with  secession  soldiers  and  pointing  out  per- 
sons to  be  arrested.  George  was  accused  of  dining  with  secession  sol- 
diers at  his  uncle's  and  going  with  them  in  the  evening.  Prisoner 
proved  George  could  not  have  been  there.  Was  asked  by  Stedman  how 
he  voted  and  replied  he  voted  against  secession.  Says  he  was  once 
arrested  in  Maryland  as  a  secessionist.  Says  tlie  citizens  of  Virginia 
going  to  Maryland  usually  went  in  skiffs.  Were  arrested  by  the  pickets; 
taken  to  headquarters  and  got  passes.  He  says  he  got  a  pass  when  he 
testified  in  favor  of  George  and  on  some  other  occasions.  Does  not 
remember  what  they  were.  Says  passes  were  so  difficult  to  be  pro- 
cured that  he  did  not  ^o  even  for  what  he  needed.  He  says  he  went 
over  in  September.  Several  men  had  left  Virginia  on  whom  he  had 
claims.  He  went  over  to  collect  them  and  to  collect  the  debts  due 
George  Wright  &  Co.  A.  J.  Everhart  was  trustee  and  made  him 
agent.  Staid  among  the  relations  of  his  father.  Says  he  was  taken 
sick ;  was  sick  for  several  weeks.  Before  he  was  in  condition  to  travel 
dragged  himself  home.  Says  he  came  to  the  river  and  the  picket  would 
not  let  him  pass.  He  was  informed  several  Virginians  would  go  over 
that  night  and  if  he  was  smart  enough  to  manage  it  he  could  go  over 
with  them.  A  party  of  whom  he  names  A.  J.  Everhart  and  six  others 
went  over.  He  went  with  them.  Does  not  know  by  what  means  they 
got  permission  to  go  over.  He  went  ove.  with  them;  parted  with  them 
on  this  side  of  tlie  river.  Was  sick  with  chills  and  fever  and  remained 
at  his  father's  and  at  home  until  he  was  arrested.  Says  when  persons 
were  permitted  to  come  over  they  promised  to  go  back.  All  wlio 
came  with  him  returned.  He  gave  no  promise  but  M'as  informed  a 
party  of  soldiers  would  be  sent  to  take  him  back.  Did  not  know  any 
of  the  men  who  came  over  with  him.  Does  not  know  whether  they 
belonged  to  a  company  of  Virginia  refugees  raised  by  Means.  Says 
while  he  was  in  Maryland  he  was  informed  White  and  Smith  Read 
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-nished  some  friend  in  Maryland  to  get  back  some  runaway  slaves.  He 
went  to  Colonel  Geary  to  get  them  back.  Was  not  acquainted  with 
Geary.  Failed  to  get  them.  Geary  said  the  owners  must  make  per- 
sonal application  and  give  assurance  of  fidelity  to  the  Union  before 
they  could  get  them  back.  Says  he  owned  property  in  Virginia  and 
had  debts  due  him;  some  coming  through  Hindmau.  The  citizens  of 
Virginia  in  Maryland  heard  their  property  was  to  be  confiscated.  They 
were  much  enraged  and  determined  if  it  were  so  they  would  do  some- 
thing desperate.  All  the  men  who  came  over  with  him  partook  of  this 
feeling.  In  this  state  of  feeling  he  heard  Hindman  had  attached  his 
property.  Supposed  it  was  the  beginning  and  wrote  to  Hindman. 
Had  Hindman's  affidavit  shown  him.  Says  he  was  much  excited  at  the 
time.  Does  not  remember  what  he  wrote,  but  thinks  the  letter  will  not 
sustain  Hindman's  statement.  Says  he  stood  to  the  Union  as  long  as 
he  lioped  it  would  be  saved,  but  now  the  North  and  South  are  so 
divided  that  they  can  never  unite  and  he  goes  with  the  South.  I  refer 
to  the  report  of  General  Hill,  returned  with  the  cases  of  A.  Magaha, 
E.  Eouse,  William  Smith  and  William  Working,  and  to  the  aflfldavitsof 
S.  H.  Price  therewith  returned.  I  return  now  the  certificate  of  Mr.  M. 
Harrison,  delegate  from  Loudoun,  and  several  affidavits  sent  on  by  Gen- 
eral Hill,  noting  especially  Hindman's.  I  think  the  letter  of  Grubb 
referred  to  by  Hindman  should  be  written  for.  I  think  Grubb  should 
be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

H.  Dane. — Aged  sixty-seven.  Born  in  New  Hampshire.  Staid  there 
till  he  was  twenty-three  years  old.  Lived  in  New  York  till  he  Avas  forty- 
eight.  Now  lives  in  Prince  William  County,  six  and  a  half  miles  from 
Occoquan.  Parmer;  sells  wood  to  longboatmen.  Has  sold  none  since 
last  spring.  Trades  to  Occoquan.  Was  an  acquaintance  and  political 
associate  of  J.  C.  Underwood.  His  sentiments  similar  to  Underwood's. 
Did  not  vote  at  the  last  election.  As  to  allegiance  he  says  he  is  inclined 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Was  not  able  to  alter  his  mind 
when  the  State  went  out  of  the  Union.  Hoped  to  keep  along  and  take 
sides  with  neither  party.  Went  to  look  for  his  cows.  Went  up  to  the 
pickets  and  was  arrested  he  believes  on  the  information  of  A.  D.  Eowe. 
Mr.  Lynn,  delegate  from  Prince  William,  says  he  cannot  say  for  this 
prisoner  what  he  said  for  Holland  and  Eeeves.  Says  prisoner  Avas  an 
abolitionist  and  of  the  Underwood  party  and  has  given  no  evidence  of 
change  of  opinion.    I  think  this  man  should  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

Henry  Stone. — Aged  nineteen.  Born  in  New  York.  His  father  died 
when  prisoner  was  four  years  old.  He  has  lived  in  Cincinnati.  Says 
he  belongs  to  Second  Kentucky  Regiment;  joined  it  at  Gauley.  Was 
sent  by  (General  Cox  to  find  where  the  militia  were  in  Fayette.  Went 
in  citizen's  dress;  says  he  had  no  uniform.  Spent  first  night  at  Hud- 
dleston's.  Does  not  know  whether  Huddleston  is  a  Union  man.  Did 
not  disclose  his  objects.  Went  next  night  to  McCoy's.  Was  arrested 
next  day  in  Fayette.  I  cannot  learn  from  him  by  whom  he  was  arrested. 
He  has  passed  in  the  prison  as  a  citizen  until  to-day.  I  am  satisfied 
this  man  is  a  spy,  but  as  there  is  not  now  sufficient  proof  I  can  only 
suggest  that  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner  under  suspicion  of  being  a  spy. 

Spencer  Lloyd. — Born  near  Great  Falls  of  Potomac,  on  Virginia  side. 
Raised  there.  Lives  one  mile  north  of  Dranesville.  Was  not  told  for 
what  he  was  arrested  till  he  came  to  Richmond.  Was  then  told  he  was 
arrested  because  he  had  been  in  the  camp  of  the  enemy.    He  says  he 
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never  was  in  their  camp.  He  says  ou  one  occasion  they  passed  up 
through  Dranesville  Saturday  evening  and  returned  that  night.  Sun- 
day morning  he  went  out  to  look  for  his  cattle.  He  passed  through 
some  cedars  and  saw  where  they  had  cut  off  the  twigs  and  laid  them  out 
for  beds,  but  they  were  all  gone.  Another  time  he  was  gathering  corn 
one  cold  frosty  morning  near  the  river  on  some  ground  he  had  rented. 
A  negro  man  in  another  part  of  the  iield  had  brought  some  fire  in  a  pot 
and  had  it  burning.  Some  Northern  soldiers  came  into  the  field  and 
asked  him  if  he  was  not  late  getting  his  corn.  He  said  he  was,  that  he 
had  been  delayed  by  the  frequent  firing  over  the  field.  They  asked  him 
it  he  had  heard  any  bullets  that  morning.  He  told  them  he  had  not. 
They  then  said  they  were  firing  at  the  fire,  supposing  it  to  be  our  pick- 
ets. They  said  they  supposed  their  bullets  fell  short,  and  went  away. 
This  was  the  only  time  he  had  ever  seen  them  nearer  than  across  the 
river.  Colonel  Thomas  testifies  Lloyd  is  a  man  honest,  industrious; 
stays  at  home  and  attends  to  his  own  business.  Mr.  Huntt  testifies 
that  Lloyd  is  a  man  of  integrity  and  veracity.  Says  since  the  war  com- 
menced he  has  rarely  been  in  that  part  of  the  country  and  knows  noth- 
ing of  Lloyd's  course.  Mr.  Harrison  says  Lloyd  had  a  suit  in  Fairfax 
in  which  he  (Mr.  Harrison)  was  his  counsel.  He  saw  Lloyd  quite  fre- 
quently and  thinks  him  an  honest,  straightforward  but  ignorant  man. 
liloyd  says  he  had  no  communication  direct  or  indirect  with  the  enemy 
except  as  above  mentioned.  I  have  seen  no  charges  against  Lloyd, 
and  my  only  means  of  forming  an  opinion  are  from  his  examination  and 
the  testimony  of  his  character.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

[Indoisement.] 

Fkbruaky  10, 1862. 

Acted  on,  and  Working  and  Lloyd  ordered  to  be  released. 

EOBT.  OULD, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

A.  G.  Staunton. — Born  in  Augusta  County,  Va.,  and  raised  there. 
Shoemaker  by  trade.  When  he  was  of  age  he  removed  to  Alleghany 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  busiuess.  His  business  was  iii  Alle- 
ghany and  Pocahontas  Counties.  Says  he  quit  business  there  and 
returned  to  Augusta.  Last  summer  he  went  to  Alleghany  and  Poca- 
hontas to  collect  money  due  him  and  get  any  jobs  of  work  he  could. 
From  Pocahontas  he  went  to  join  the  Wise  Legion.  He  says  he  volun- 
teered in  Captain  Pollock's  company,  Wise's  Legion.  He  had  a  pair  of 
pistols  he  offered  for  sale  soon  after  he  got  to  the  camp  and  before  he 
was  regularly  mustered  into  service.  A  man  who  wished  to  purchase 
his  pistols  was  examining  them  with  him.  While  prisoner  had  one  of 
the  pistols  in  his  hand  it  went  off  and  wounded  a  man  in  another  tent. 
H  e  was  arrested  and  sent  on  here.  Says  he  is  a  Southern  man.  Wishes 
to  support  the  Confederacy  and  is  anxious  to  volunteer.  Mr.  William 
Tiite,  delegate  from  Augusta,  says  he  has  known  the  father  and  family 
ol'  the  prisoner  for  a  good  many  years.  They  are  very  much  respected 
in  their  position  in  life  and  are  true  to  the  Southern  cause.  Some  years 
siii<!e  Mr.  Tate  removed  from  the  neighborhood  m  which  Staunton  lived 
to  another  part  of  the  county  and  has  not  since  seen  much  of  the  pris- 
oner and  heard  he  had  gone  to  some  [sicl  Is  a  respectable  man  and  his 
statements  may  be  relied  on.  Mr.  H.  W.  Sheffey,  delegate,  and  Col 
oiicl  Cliristian,  senator  from  Augusta,  both  say  Staunton's  family  are 
respectable  and  on  the  Southern  side.    They  have  no  particular  kuowl- 
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edge  of  Staunton.  If  this  man  is  here  as  a  military  prisoner  there 
ought  to  be  some  notice  of  him  in  the  War  Department.  He  is  returned 
to  me  as  a  citizen  prisoner.  If  he  be  a  citizen  prisoner  I  recommend 
his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  that  he  be  permitted 
to  join  some  company. 

l^icholas  King. — Claims  to  be  a  citizen  of  California  but  desires  to 
join  the  Confederate  service.  Sent  here  from  Manassas  by  an  order 
dated  November  7,  herewith  inclosed.  I  inclose  with  it  a  letter  from 
King.  King  swears  his  statement  in  this  letter  is  true.  He  says  he 
was  boru  in  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  and  was  taken  to  Washington  when 
young.  Lived  there  till  he  was  thirteen,  then  lived  in  Virginia  till  his 
father  was  appointed  surveyor-general.  Prisoner  was  then  seventeen 
or  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  remained  in  the  oflQce  of  the  surveyor- 
general  as  a  draftsman  until  his  father  was  removed,  and  one  year  with 
Captain  Hays,  his  father's  successor.  Was  then  connected  with  sur- 
veys of  public  lauds.  In  the  spring  of  1858  went  with  Captain  Stone, 
now  General  Stone,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  into  the  northern  provinces  of 
Mexico  on  a  surveying  contract.  They  were  driven  away  by  the  Mex- 
ican authorities  and  came  to  Washington  to  settle  their  accounts 
and  prosecute  their  claims  for  damages  against  Mexico.  Eefers  to  his 
written  statement  for  his  course  since  this  war  commenced.  Says 
he  did  not  see  his  Virginia  relations  until  October,  1861,  when  he  paid 
them  a  visit  of  a  day  or  two.  Says  H.  T.  I'airo,  broker,  of  Richmond, 
married  his  mother's  sister.  Says  he  never  heard  bis  father  was 
accused  of  embezzling  funds  or  being  a  defaulter.  Says  his  father 
could  not  have  been  either,  because  the  funds  were  in  bank  and  could 
only  be  drawn  on  checks.  Denies  he  ever  made  checks  in  his  father's 
name  or  drew  money  wrongfully.  Says  he  never  heard  he  was  sus- 
pected of  doing  so.  Says  he  never  went  from  Fairfax  Court-House  or 
did  anything  to  cause  suspicion  against  hiin.  TI.  T.  Pairo,  who  was 
summoned  as  a  witness,  testifies  Mcholas  King  is  the  son  of  a  sister  of 
Mr.  Pairo's  wife,  and  witness  has  known  him  nearly  all  his  (King's)  life. 
When  King  was  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  old  his  father  placed  him 
in  the  revenue  service.  King  soon  left  it,  Mr.  Pairo  heard,  as  a  deserter. 
King's  father  had  influence  suflftcient  to  have  the  matter  passed  over. 
A  few  years  afterward  King's  father  was  appointed  surveyor-general 
of  California.  The  reports  from  there  were  King  bad  forged  his  father's 
name  and  caused  his  father's  defalcation,  but  witness  does  not  know 
these  reports  were  true.  Says  King  came  to  Richmond  before  the  bat- 
tle of  Manassas  and  staid  two  or  three  weeks.  Owing  to  the  trouble 
he  had  got  his  father  into  Mrs.  Pairo,  his  aunt,  took  no  notice  of  him, 
but  witness  saw  him  quite  frequently  while  he  was  here.  When  King 
was  in  Richmond  he  represented  he  was  iu  the  employment  of  General 
Beauregard  in  the  engineer  service.  King  was  very  anxious  to  visit 
Yorktown  and  Norfolk.  Witness  did  not  countenance  him  in  these 
efforts  and  thinks  he  did  not  go.  From  his  impression  of  King's 
character  witness  cautioned  his  own  sons,  who  were  at  Manassas,  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  King  unless  they  found  he  (witness)  was  mis- 
taken. He  thinks  King  a  man  of  fine  talents  and  address,  and  if  so 
disposed  he  could  be  very  useful  to  the  Confederacy;  but  if  his  disposi- 
tion were  not  good  he  could  do  much  mischief.  I  think  King  under 
the  law  of  Virgina  must  be  regarded  as  a  citizen  of  California  and  not 
of  Virginia.  He  is  therefore  an  alien  enemy.  He  professes  great  friend- 
ship for  our  cause,  but  from  his  bad  character,  his  connection  with 
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Generfil  Stcue  and  the  suspicions  excited  in  the  minds  of  our  officers  I 
do  not  think  he  ought  to  be  permitted  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  or 
1)0  treated  as  a  citizen.  I  recommend  he  be  held  as  an  alien  enemy 
l)ris(mer. 

[Indorsoment.] 

February  10, 18C2. 
Acted  on,  and  A.  C.  Staunton  ordered  to  be  released. 

EOBT.  OTTLD, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

A.  Bailey. — Says  his  name  is  A.  Lincoln  Bailey.  Says  he  was  elected 
President  of  the  United  States  and  went  to  "Washington  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  that  oflBce.  Does  not  tell  me  how  he  got  to  Virginia. 
Says  he  was  born  in  Pennsylvania;  has  lived  in  New  York  and  New 
Hampshire.  He  says  he  was  in  liichmond  some  years  since  in  the  store 
of  J.  Winston  Jones,  who  he  says  is  now  dead.  Says  he  was  once  a 
watchman  and  timekeeper  in  Joseph  E.  Anderson's  works.  He  says  he 
■n-as  arrested  near  Charlottesville  attempting  to  make  his  way  to  Wash- 
ington through  the  Valley.  I  examined  this  man  carefully  and  can 
discover  no  symptoms  of  derangement.  I  think  he  is  feigning  derange- 
ment to  conceal  his  true  character.  His  own  statement  makes  him  an 
alien  enemy  and  1  think  he  is  a  very  suspicious  one.  1  recommend  he 
be  held  as  an  alien  enemy  under  suspicion  of  being  a  spy. 

James  Dutton. — This  man  is  stated  on  the  return  of  the  clerk  of  the 
prison  to  me  to  be  deranged  and  he  probably  is.  He  says  he  was  born 
in  Nova  Scotia  and  went  to  Mobile  in  1858.  He  joined  the  Dan  Boone 
Eifles  of  Mobile.  Says  he  came  to  Lynchburg  with  his  company.  They 
were  mustered  into  service  of  the  Confederate  States.  He  was  taken 
sick.  Went  into  the  hospital  at  Lynchburg.  Was  for  some  time  an 
attendant  on  the  hospital  under  charge  of  Doctor  Owens.  Says  he  left 
his  papers  with  a  clerk  of  Doctor  Owens.  Says  he  has  never  received 
either  money  or  clothing.  He  is  now  without  a  shirt  or  stockings  and 
is  in  Avant  of  clothing.  1  return  with  this  I'cport  the  letter  of  Capt.  J. 
Taylor  committing  him.  1  think  this  man  is  piobably  deranged,  but 
his  case  ought  to  be  inquired  into  at  Lynclibnrg.  Doctor  Owens  can 
say  whether  such  a  man  was  there.  I  would  also  resiiectfully  ask  that 
the  rolls  of  his  company  may  be  examined  and  if  anything  is  due  him 
that  it  may  be  applied  to  his  use.  I  would  also  respectfully  suggest 
some  provision  be  made  for  his  comfort. 

0.  R.  Branch. — Says  he  was  born  in  Sumter  County,  Ala.  Was 
first  a  printer.  Was  in  the  office  of  the  Mobile  Eegister  in  1848, 1849 
and  1850.  His  health  gave  way  and  he  turned  sailor.  Was  on  oyster 
boats  in  Mobile  Bay  and  in  schooners  trading  in  lumber  to  New 
Orleans.  In  1859  went  as  a  sailor  on  the  brig  American  to  Liverpool. 
Was  on  the  oyster  boats  in  Mobile  Bay  till  1860  when  he  went  to  Bal- 
timore 0)1  the  schooner  Adair;  then  went  on  the  schooner  Sun  Flower 
from  Baltimore  to  Boston.  Sailed  several  times  between  Boston  and 
Baltimore.  Says  when  the  war  broke  out  he  desired  to  come  to  the 
Confederate  States  but  could  not.  Was  making  money  and  did  not 
leave  till  the  schooner  on  which  he  sailed  was  laid  up  in  Baltimore. 
He  then  came  from  Baltimore.  Came  in  an  oyster  boat  of  Captain 
Fallon  to  Northumberland  County,  Va.;  landed  at  Wicomico;  went 
up  to  HeathvSville;  came  to   Union  Wharf  and  came  to  Fredericks- 


1484  PEISONEES   OP   WAR,    ETC. 

burg.  Says  he  is  not  in  the  habit  of  drinking  too  much,  but  when  he 
got  safe  in  Dixie  he  took  a  frolic,  became  noisy  and  was  arrested.  The 
only  paper  sent  to  me  is  his  letter  to  General  Winder  herewith  inclosed.* 
I  recommend  this  man  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  that  he  be  permitted  to  join  a  volunteer  company. 

Solomon  Van  Meier. — Born  in  Pendleton  County  on  South  Branch. 
Lives  in  Pendleton  County  on  North  Pork,  about  two  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  Seneca.  Has  never  seen  the  Northern  army  or  any  of  their 
allies.  Has  no  acquaintance  on  the  Dry  Fork  of  Clieat.  Heard  Snyder 
was  gallanting  the  Yankees  about  on  the  Dry  Fork  of  Cheat  and  in 
Randolph.  Does  not  believe  anybody  went  from  his  neighborhood  to 
join  them.  Has  not  been  in  Hardy  County  for  two  or  three  years. 
Says  he  was  for  the  Union  until  the  State  went  out,  and  he  goes  with 
the  State  and  for  the  Government  at  Eichmond.  Is  a  poor  laboring 
man.  fients  land  and  his  family  is  dependent  on  his  labor.  Stays  at 
home  and  attends  to  his  business.  There  is  no  charge  or  evidence 
against  this  man.  He  is  in  feeble  health  and  has  suffered  much  in 
prison.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
I  would  further  as  a  matter  of  humanity  recommend  he  be  permitted 
to  remain  until  able  to  travel  home. 

Henry  Henderson. — Eighteen  years  old.  Prisoner  says  he  was  born 
in  Iroquois  County,  111.  His  father  and  his  mother  died  in  his  child- 
hood. He  then  went  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  live  with  an  uncle  who,  he 
says  was  librarian  of  the  State  and  died  two  years  since.  Says  he 
volunteered  in  the  Twenty-third  Ohio  Regiment,  Colonel  Scammon. 
Went  to  Clarksburg,  Va.  Prom  there  with  Rosecrans.  Was  in  the 
battle  of  Carnifix.  Then  was  sent  to  Raleigh  Court- House.  Says  he 
acted  as  scout  in  Fayette  and  Mercer  Counties.  Was  once  in  Monroe 
at  Sandcroft's.  Says  he  never  got  to  the  railroad.  In  relation  to  the 
papers  found  on  him,  he  says  No.  1  is  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  given 
him  by  a  man  in  Raleigh.  Will  not  tell  who  the  man  was.  No.  a.  He 
says  when  passsing  by  the  post-office  at  Shady  Springs,  in  Raleigh,  he 
saw  the  door  open;  he  went  in  and  found  a  basket  of  letters,  near  200. 
He  carried  them  off  and  this  paper  was  among  them.  No.  3  he  says 
was  given  him  by  Aden  Thompson.  The  names  on  it  are  names  of 
bushwhackers.  He  explains  this  one  thus:  Men  who  were  brought 
in  by  the  U.  S.  troops  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance;  afterward  they 
violated  their  oaths  by  shooting  at  their  trains.  These  men  were  to  be 
shot  when  found  and  his  business  was  to  hunt  them  up.  He  says  he 
was  taken  with  a  scouting  party  when  in  pursuit  of  such  men.  No.  4. 
This  paper  contains  the  certificates  of  several  men  that  Henderson  was 
a  spy.  The  signers  are  said  to  be  men  worthy  of  credit  on  oath.  I 
recommend  this  young  man  be  held  as  a  spy. 

George  W.  Walker.— Says  he  was  born  in  Waynesborough,  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  raised  there.  Had  several  friends  who  were 
three-months'  volunteers  in  Patterson's  army.  He  expected  they  would 
be  discharged.  He  wanted  to  see  the  army.  Went  with  a  friend, 
William  H.  Brotherton,  to  Martinsburg  to  see  them.  At  Martinsburg 
he  was  informed  the  army  had  gone  to  Bunker  Hill.  They  went  to 
Bunker  Hill  and  were  informed  the  army  had  gone  to  Charlestown. 

*  Not  found. 
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They  were  arrested  by  a  scouting  party  on  the  16th  of  July.  Says  he 
is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  opposed  to  the  present  administration 
of  that  Government  and  determined  to  give  no  aid  to  the  war.  lie  says 
he  has  relations  in  the  South  and  before  the  war  commenced  he  prom- 
ised them  not  to  take  up  arms.  Names  the  Eev.  Mr.  Bittinger  as  the 
person  to  whom  he  first  made  the  promise.  His  conduct  in  prison  I 
am  informed  has  been  uniformly  correct.  I  recommend  he  be  lield  as 
a  prisoner  of  war,  and  as  he  has  been  here  six  months  I  respectfully 
recommend  he  be  placed  in  the  first  exchanges. 

George  Eyan. — Born  in  Abingdon,  Va.;  raised  in  Carter  County, 
Tenn.  Was  working  in  Wytheville  when  arrested.  Says  he  was 
against  secession,  but  afterward  wished  to  be  neutral.  When  the  rebel- 
lion* occurred  in  East  Tennessee  he  opposed  it  and  desired  to  prevent  it. 
Expected  to  be  neutral.  Says  if  Northern  troops  came  to  kill  his  neigh- 
bors he  would  be  with  the  South.  Admits  Tennessee  had  the  right  to 
secede.  When  pressed  to  decide  his  position  says  if  compelled  to 
decide  now  he  must  go  with  the  North.  1  recommend  he  be  held  as  a 
prisoner. 

Joseph  Snapp. — Born  in  Woodstock.  When  fourteen  years  old  taken 
to  Augusta  County;  then  to  Greenbrier;  thence  to  Monroe;  thence  he 
moved  to  Mercer  County,  where  he  was  arrested  and  sent  here.  He 
says  he  was  arrested  by  the  Yankees  and  compelled  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  On  his  return  he  was  trying  to  get  his  family  out  of  Mercer 
to  take  them  to  his  father's  in  East  Tennessee  when  he  was  arrested. 
Says  he  is  entirely  Southern  in  his  feelings  and  does  not  regard  the 
forced  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  binding.  Says  he 
intended  to  volunteer  as  soon  as  his  family  were  placed  in  safety.  Is 
willing  now  to  volunteer.  I  have  learned  from  persons  I  have  examined, 
particulax'ly  from  Northern  soldiers  I  have  examined  that  the  U.  8. 
troops  in  Western  Virginia  compel  citizens  unfriendly  to  them  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  very  often  the  persons  thus  compelled  to  take 
the  oath  become  the  most  deadly  and  dangerous  enemies  of  the  North- 
ern army.     I  recommend  he  be  permitted  to  volunteer. 

Peter  Couse. — Born  and  raised  in  New  Jersey;  in  May,  1840,  came  to 
Virginia  and  settled  in  Spottsylvania.  Was  negotiating  with  Doctor 
Grinnan  to  exchange  his  land  in  Virginia  for  property  in  Iowa,  Kansas 
and  Missouri  and  was  arrested  before  the  negotiation  closed.  Is  a 
farmer  and  gets  lumber  for  market  in  Fredericksburg.  Says  he  had  a 
Government  contract  to  get  ship  timber.  His  contract  was  under  one 
Peleg  Clark.  Does  not  know  what  Government  Clark's  contract  was 
with.  Clark  is  a  Northern  man.  Has  taken  no  part  on  the  secession 
question.  Wishes  to  be  neutral.  Has  done  militia  duty  but  will  not 
go  into  the  army.  Will  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confed 
eracy  but  wishes  to  take  an  oath  not  to  interfere.  I  recommend  this 
man  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

Thomas  N.  Fisher. — Aged  seventeen.  Born  in  Loudoun ;  moved  to 
Fairfax.  Says  when  arrested  he  was  coming  in  to  volunteer  in  Bob 
Eadford's  cavalry.  Passed  our  lines  (not  knowing  it)  in  the  night;  was 
arrested.  It  appeared  on  evidence  before  me  this  boy  is  warm  in  the 
Southern  cause.    On  two  occasions  he  borrowed  a  gun.from  a  neighbor 

"See  Volume  I,  this  series,  p.  824,  Hseq.,  for  "Union  Rebellion  in  East  Tennessee," 
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and  scouted  on  the  Potomac  to  get  a  shot  at  the  Yankees  who  were 
expected  to  cross.  He  wishes  to  go  either  into  a  cavalry  company  or 
the  Eighth  Virginia,  as  his  relations  are  in  tbat  regiment.  He  is  a 
braA'e  and  true  Southern  boy  and  I  hope  his  wishes  will  be  gratified. 

William  Stallins. — Aged  nineteen.  Born  in  Loudoun ;  moved  to  Fair- 
fax and  volunteered  in  the  Seventeenth  Kegiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 
At  Lewinsville  he  got  scared  and  went  to  his  home  and  was  turned  out 
of  his  regiment,  dishonored  and  branded  with  cowardice.  This  boy  is 
proved  to  be  faithful  to  the  South  and  seems  penitent  for  his  conduct.  He 
admits  he  behaved  badly  and  was  scared,  but  he  is  very  anxious  to  vol- 
unteer and  redeem  his  character  for  courage  and  good  conduct.  He 
was  going  with  Fisher  to  volunteer  when  arrested.  I  recommend  an 
opportunity  be  given  him  to  redeem  himself  and  that  he  be  permitted 
to  volunteer  again. 

Daniel  Hunt. — Born  in  Lowell,  Mass. ;  lived  in  Boston;  moved, to 
Richmond  twenty  years  ago;  has  lived  here  since  and  never  been 
farther  north  than  Baltimore.  Prisoner  married  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
liixey,  of  Fauquier.  He  owned  two  houses  in  Eichmond  and  some 
negroe  on  which  he  owed  money,  and  when  he  closed  business  five  or 
six  years  ago  Mr.  Eixey  paid  the  balance  due  on  them  and  they  were 
secured  to  Mrs.  Hunt,  and  all  Mrs.  Hunt's  interest  in  her  father's  estate 
is  in  slaves.  In  his  old  age  Mr.  Eixey  married  a  Yantee  woman. 
Eighteen  months  ago  Mr.  Eixey  was  taken  sick  and  after  lingering 
nearly  a  year  died.  When  he  was  taken  sick  he  sent  for  Hunt  and 
his  daughter.  They  went  up  to  see  him  and  remained  with  him  till 
his  death.  When  they  went  up  they  closed  housekeeping  and  had  their 
furniture  stored  away.  Since  his  death  they  have  been  trying  to  get 
a  house  in  Richmond.  When  our  army  fell  back  from  Oentreville  Mrs. 
Eixey,  the  stepmother,  prepared  a  flag  which  indicated  her  wish  to 
make  peace  with  the  Yankees  and  showed  it  to  Hunt.  Hunt  did  not 
object  until  he  went  to  Warrenton  and  saw  young  Mr.  Eixey,  who  sent 
him  a  message  disapproving  it  and  refusing  to  consent  to  it.  This 
message  was  delivered  by  Hunt,  who  also  expressed  then  his  disappro- 
bation of  the  proceeding.  Hunt  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
but  his  health  does  not  permit  him  to  enter  the  army.  He  is  now  over 
forty-five.  I  have  inquired  carefully  into  Hunt's  character  and  course 
in  Eichmond  and  find  he  was  always  a  good  citizen ;  for  a  long  time  a 
Whig  but  for  the  last  seven  or  eight  years  acting  with  the  Democratic 
party  and  with  the  secession  wing  of  this  party.  I  am  satisfied  he  is  a 
good  citizen  and  entirely  Southern  in  his  feeling.  I  recommend  his 
discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Elias  Love.— Born  in  Loudoun.  Says  he. does  not  know  for  what  he 
was  arrested,  but  says  his  son  left  him  in  December  and  denies  he  knew 
where  he  went.  Says  he  does  not  know  now.  Passed  the  pickets 
returning  home  from  Leesburg  without  permission.  Says  his  son  was  a 
teamster  in  our  army;  returned  home,  and  on  close  examination  says 
he  thinks  he  intended  going  to  the  West.  Says  lie  has  taken  no  part 
m  this  contest  except  to  vote  for  the  Union.  Is  willing  to  support  the 
laws  of  his  country  but  cannot  tell  whether  he  is  for  the  Union  or  the 
Confederacy.  Wishes  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  country 
where  he  lives  but  cannot  tell  whether  it  is.  the  Confederacy  or  the 
Union.  He  is  obviously  an  intelligent  man  and  quibbling  about  his 
allegiance.    I  recommend  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 
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John  Rowzie.— Arrested  February  10, 1862,  for  getting  drunk  and 
fighting  at  Herndou;  aged  fifty-seven;  born  in  Loudoun,  Va.;  lives 
near  Great  Falls,  one  mile  from  the  river.  Commenced  life  an  over- 
seer; now  owns  a  plantation  and  negroes.  His  three  negro  men 
are  hired  to  officers  in  the  Confederate  Army.  Says  all  his  dealings 
have  been  with  the  Confederate  Army.  He  has  refused  to  deal  with 
the  U.  S.  Army.  He  is  represented  to  me  by  several  highly  respect- 
able witnesses  as  a  true  Southern  man.  I  hand  in  with  this  a  letter  of 
Lieutenant  Emack,  Avho  was  aided  to  cross  the  Potomac  by  Rowzie, 
and  (ieueral  Stuart's  order  sending  him  here.  1  think  Rowzie  is  a  true 
Southern  man  and  has  been  sufficiently  punished  for  his  offense.  I 
recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I  think 
although  he  is  too  old  to  be  a  soldier  he  would  be  a  valuable  man  as  a 
manager  of  hands. 

Samuel  T.  Walker. — Born  in  Fairfax;  lives  near  Great  Falls.  Was 
in  our  service  as  a  wagon-master  from  1st  of  September  to  Christmas, 
when  the  transportation  was  turned  over  to  Major  Barbour.  Walker 
continued  at  Centreville  with  a  Mr.  Hubbell,  going  with  his  teams  to 
Gainesville  and  Manassas.  In  February  he  received  a  letter  from  his 
wife  informing  him  of  the  death  of  one  of  their  children  and  her  own 
sickness  and  asking  him  to  remove  her  within  our  lines.  He  procured 
a  pass  to  go  out  by  Picket  No.  5,  but  finding  this  would  delay  him  too 
long  he  procured  the  officer  in  charge  to  alter  it  to  No.  7.  On  his  return 
he  was  arrested  for  this  offense.  1  am  satisfied  from  the  testimony  of 
various  witnesses  that  Walker  is  faithful  to  the  South  and  is  a  truthful 
and  respectable  man.  He  is  the  same  man  mentioned  in  Lieutenant 
Emach's  letter  returned  with  Rowzie's  case.  I  think  he  has  been  suffi- 
ciently punished  for  his  offense.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

William  P.  Spear. — Age  fifty-two.  Born  in  Essex  County,  N.  J.; 
moved  to  Virginia  in  1840;  carpenter.  Owns  a  farm  but  no  negroes; 
hires  negroes.  Was  a  Breckinridge  Democrat  and  a  secessionist. 
Arrested  by  order  of  General  Stuart.  Says  he  had  no  comnmnication 
with  the  enemy.  Has  fed  the  pickets  without  charge  and  nursed  the 
sick  Confederates  at  his  house.  He  is  proved  to  be  a  man  of  good 
character.  General  Winder  informs  me  he  <'-an  employ  this  man  as  a 
carpenter.  I  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  agreeing  not  to  go  to  our  lines  or  encampments. 

David  Watkins. — Born  in  Accomack  County;  lived  there  till  he  was 
twenty-one,  then  moved  to  Staten  Island  where  he  lived  for  seven 
years;  then  he  came  to  Gloucester  County  and  about  four  years  ago 
went  to  Philadelphia.  Has  been  engaged  in  the  oyster  and  lumber 
business.  Quibbles  about  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Says  he  wishes  to 
live  in  the  Union  in  peace.    I  recommend  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner. 

Isaac  Wybert.— Born  in  Saratoga,  N.  Y.;  lived  in  Virginia  fifteen 
years.  Denies  all  couimuuication  with  the  enemy.  Would  rather  not 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Calculates  to  abide  by  the  laws  of  the 
l^lace  in  which  he  lives.    I  cannot  recommend  his  discharge. 

James  Oscar  Wren. — Born  in  Fairfax.  I  submit  with  this  case  Gen- 
eral Stuart's  order  and  the  statement  of  Messrs.  Thomas  and  Huntt. 
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He  says  he  never  passed  our  pickets  knowingly.  Never  was  a  dealer 
in  liquor.  Says  he  kept  liquors  and  sold  some  to  his  neighbors  as  med- 
icine. Says  when  the  army  fell  back  last  October  he  took  a  negro 
woman  and  his  other  movable  property  to  Prince  William  and  staid 
there  till  Christmas.  He  then  returned,  got  his  negro  man  and  took 
him  back  to  Fauquier  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy.  Owns  only  two 
negroes  and  he  has  placed  them  in  our  lines  to  save  them  from  the 
Yankees.  He  says  on  his  return  from  Fauquier  he  heard  he  had  been 
charged-  with  selling  whisky  and  thinks  the  reports  were  got  up  by 
Thompson  to  injure  him.  He  voted  for  secession.  This  man  is  said  by 
Messrs.  Thomas  and  Hunttto  be  a  man  of  good  character.  It  is  difii 
cult  to  reconcile  his  statement  with  General  Stuart's  order,  but  as  Gen- 
eral Stuart  says  he  is  regarded  as  a  dangerous  man  to  be  beyond  the 
outposts  and  is  faithful  to  the  South,  I  recommend  he  be  discliarged  on 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  promising  not  to  go  to  any  place  in 
the  vicinity  of  our  camps. 

C.  White. — Born  in  Columbia,  N.  Y. ;  left  there  young;  came  to  Vir- 
ginia; lives  in  Fairfax.  Voted  the  Union  ticket  but  adheres  to  the 
South.  Renounces  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  is  Avilling  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States.  Has  done  all 
in  his  power  for  the  South.  I  submit  the  letters  of  Mr.  Word  and 
Messrs.  Hunttand  Thomas  in  relation  to  this  man.  I  recommend  his 
release  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

William  P.  Flood. — Born  in  King  George;  raised  in  Jefferson  County, 
Va.;  lived  in  Winchester.  Agent  for  several  Virginia  insurance  com 
panics.  When  General  Jackson  retreated  from  Winchester  prisoner 
promised  Colonel  Ashby  to  procure  a  horse  in  Culpeper.  He  had  some 
claims  due  his  societies  to  collect  in  Culpeper.  He  made  liis  escape 
from  Winchester.  He  had  a  letter  for  one  of  Colonel  Eadford's  men 
and  rode  through  his  lines  to  deliver  it.  Prisoner  says  he  did  not  know 
he  was  acting  improperly.  He  was  arrested  by  Colonel  Radford  and 
sent  on  here.  Lieutenant  Turner  testifies  he  has  known  prisoner  for 
several  years  and  he  is  a  man  of  good  character.  1  submit  tlie  letter 
received  from  Mr.  Boteler  in  relation  to  this  man.  I  have  no  doubt  he 
is  faithful  to  the  South  and  recommend  his  discharge  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance. 

James  E.  McCabe.— Born  in  Leesburg,  Va. ;  was  engaged  as  overseer 
of  negro  hands  employed  on  works  for  the  army.  These  negroes  were 
always  placed  under  a  guard.  When  our  troops  moved  to  the  Plains 
Lieutenant  Atkinson  selected  the  quarters  and  placed  the  negroes  in 
it  under  guard.  Afterward  Colonel  Chancellor  arrived  with  some 
militia  and  ordered  prisoner  to  give  up  the  quarters  to  the  militia. 
Prisoner  remonstrated  on  the  ground  the  negroes  were  placed  there  by 
direction  of  the  provost-marshal  and  if  they  were  turned  loose  some  of 
them  might  run  off,  and  asked  him  to  refer  the  matter  to  General  Hill. 
Chancellor  refused  to  refer  it  to  General  Hill,  saying  he  would  take  the 
quarters  by  force.  Prisoner  went  to  find  General  Hill  and  did  not  find 
him,  but  found  his  aide,  Mr.  Rodgers.  Mr.  Rodgers  told  him  not  to 
give  up  the  quarters  without  General  Hill's  orders,  and  gave  him  two 
more  negroes  to  put  under  guard.  Prisoner  returned  with  them. 
Chancellor  had  forced  the  quarters  and  the  negroes  were  under  guard 
in  the  yard.    Prisoner  opened  the  gate  to  put  the  two  additional  negroes 
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under  caxe  of  the  guard.  Oliaucellor  resisted  him  and  struck  him  with 
the  liilt  of  his  sword  and  continued  to  press  on  liini.  It  was  dark  and 
from  the  noise  of  the  sword  prisoner  thought  Chancellor  was  drawing 
it  to  strike  with  the  edge.  Several  of  the  bystanders  called  on  him  to 
fire.  He  believed  it  was  necessary  to  preserve  his  life  and  did  fire. 
Chancellor  was  wounded,  i'risoner  was  arrested  and  General  Hill 
considering  it  was  a  case  proper  for  investigation  by  the  civil  tribunals 
declined  investigating  it.  1  submit  the  written  statement  of  Mr. 
Thomas  L.  Edwards,  who  I  know  is  a  gentleman  of  as  much  character 
as  any  iu  Loudoun.  I  have  learned  from  many  sources  that  McCabe  is 
an  honest,  good  man.  His  bearing  and  demeanor  under  examination 
were  that  of  a  gentleman.  He  is  faithful  to  the  South.  McCabe  is 
not  under  the  Articles  of  War  and  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  had  not 
been  suspended  then.  General  Hill  therefore  properly  considered  his 
case  one  for  examination  by  the  civil  authorities:  but  an  examination 
by  the  proper  authorities  cannot  now  be  had.  The  discharge  from  cus- 
tody will  not  exempt  him  from  prosecution  if  hereafter  one  should  be 
instituted.  I  do  not  think  his  case  one  which  requires  confinement 
indefinitely.  If  discharged  he  may  be  useful  to  our  cause.  I  recom- 
mend his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

William  Ayres. — Merchant  of  Philadelphia.  Says  he  was  not  con- 
nected with  the  army.  Had  business  in  Washington  with  Colonel  Irviu, 
of  Pennsylvania  regiment.  Came  over  to  see  battle-field  of  Manassas. 
Was  taken  prisoner.  1  recommend  this  man  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of 
war. 

B.  Githen. — Eailroad  contractor.  New  Jersey.  Had  been  working  on 
the  railroads  near  Washington.  Went  over  to  Manassas  to  get  a  con- 
tract to  repair  roads  from  Alexandria  into  Virginia ;  was  taken  i)risoner. 
I  recommend  he  be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

Daniel  Paterson. — Dentist;  from  Boston.  Says  he  was  seeking  an 
office  in  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washington.  Came  out  to  see 
battle-field  of  Manassas ;  was  taken  prisoner.  1  recommend  he  be  held 
as  prisoner  of  war. 

B.  F.  Copeland. — Born  in  Maine;  has  lived  in  Missouri,  Iowa  and 
Illinois.  Is  a  carpenter.  Says  he  was  working  at  Washington  last 
winter.  Was  promised  a  job  at  Alexandria.  Went  up  to  see  Bull 
Euu ;  was  taken  prisoner.  Citizen  of  United  States,  but  manifests  a 
desire  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  (Confederate  States  if  he  can 
thereby  get  work  and  get  back  to  the  North.  I  recommend  he  be  held 
as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

F.  B.  Cobum. — Born  in  Preston  County,  Va. ;  learned  his  trade  in 
TJniontown,  Pa.  Was  in  Kansas  during  the  revolution;  says  he  took 
no  part  in  it.  Returned  to  Virginia;  stole  a  horse;  was  in  the  peniten- 
tiary two  years  and  a  half;  was  discharged  in  March.  Arrested  pass- 
ing our  lines  on  suspicion  of  being  a  spy.  He  says  lie  has  lost  his 
citizenship  in  the  State  of  Virginia  by  being  sent  to  the  penitentiary, 
but  wants  to  claim  citizenship  in  the  United  States.  1  recommend  he 
be  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

S.  S.  BAXTER. 

94  B   B — SEEIES  II,  VOL   II 
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[Indoraement.] 

War  Department,  April  23, 1862. 
Examined  and  approved.    EespectfuUy  referred  to  General  Winder 
to  be  carried  out  as  recommended  within. 

GEO.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Case  of  William  Henry  Hurlbert.* 

ElCHMOND,  June  24,  1861. 
General  E.  E.  Lee. 

General:  Nothing  but  the  pressure  of  a  weight  of  misrepresenta- 
tion which  is  too  hard  for  me  to  bear  moves  me  to  intrude  my  personal 
troubles  upon  you  in  the  midst  of  all  your  official  troubles.  But  I  njet 
you  once  in  circumstances  so  agreeable  that  I  venture  to  hope  you  may 
not  have  utterly  forgotten  me,  and  in  the  name  of  our  dead  friend,  Mr. 
Vernon  Ghilds,  as  well  as  of  his  daughter  who  charged  me  with  kindly 
messages  for  you  at  her  house  in  Baltimore,  I  write  to  you  to  ask  you 
to  grant  me  but  half  an  liour  in  which  to  tell  you  how  it  is  that  I  tind 
myself  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff,  charged  with  playing  the  spy  in  a 
country  to  save  which  from  the  horrors  of  war  has  been  my  sole  aim  and 
passion  for  long  months  past. 

I  saw  the  Hoffmans  in  Baltimore  on  the  4th.  I  passed  the  Confeder- 
ate lines  at  the  Ferry  with  a  note  of  introduction  from  Robert  McLane 
to  General  Johnston.  I  went  on  to  my  sister  in  Charleston,  and  was 
denounced  by  newspapers  because  I  once  was  an  editor  of  the  New 
York  Times  in  the  days  when  your  brother-in-law  respected  and  aided 
my  efforts  to  make  that  journal  a  journal  of  decency  and  truth.  1  am 
subjected  to  this  unnameable  disgrace.  Once  more  let  me  beg  you  to 
spare  time  for  such  explanations  of  all  this  wretchedness  as  I  cannot 
here  inflict  upon  you,  and  believe  me,  with  sincere  respect. 
Your  most  faithful  friend, 

WM.  HENRY  HURLBERT. 

Richmond,  July  6, 1861. 
General  R.  E.  Lee. 

General  :  1  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  you  (in  regard  to  the  case  of 
Bryant  submitted  to  you  by  General  Huger)  upon  the  subject  of  Gen- 
eral Holmes'  communication.!  Unless  he  can  be  arrested  as  a  spy  or 
proceeded  against  by  the  civil  authorities  according  to  the  opinion 
given  by  me  in  Bryan's  case  his  case  should  be  submitted  to  the  gov- 
ernor, who  if  the  party  be  a  citizen  of  a  State  not  in  the  Confederate 
Government  may  apprehend  and  secure  him  under  the  code  of  Virginia, 
chapter  17,  section  6,  page  118.  This  is  the  clause  under  which  Hurl- 
bert has  been  arrested,  and  the  habeas  corpus  has  been  denied  by  the 
judge  of  this  circuit.  If  the  charge  against  a  party  be  foi'  a  legal 
offense  and  the  arrest  is  by  legal  authority  the  habeas  corpus  will  not 
release  the  party  where  he  is  detained  for  the  prosecution  which  is 

'Throughout  these  papers  the  compilerhas  spelled  this  name  "Hurlbert,"  which  is 
proper,  except  in  the  report  of  James  Lyons,  at  p.  1497,  where  his  use  of  the  name 
"  Hurlbut "  Is  allowed  to  stand  for  obvious  reasons.  The  family  name  was  Ilurlbut, 
but  for  reasous  of  his  own  the  prisoner,  long  previous  to  this  event,  changed  bis 
name  to  Hnrlbert. — Compiler. 

t  See  p.  1361. 

X  Not  found. 
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pending.  That  writ  only  authorizes  an  inquiry  into  the  legality  of 
arrest  and  detention.  Where  the  authority  is  sufficient  to  apprehend 
and  detain  and  a  prosecution  for  a  legal  offense  by  military  or  civil 
authority  is  pending  the  party  will  not  be  discharged. 

I  would  advise  wherever  the  party  is  suspected  of  being  a  spy  that 
the  proceeding  be  by  military  authority,  arresting  and  prosecuting; 
where  for  any  other  offense  that  the  party  be  delivered  to  the  civil 
authorities,  unless  it  be  the  case  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
when  the  case  should  be  reported  to  the  Executive  for  his  action  under 
the  provision  of  the  code  before  referred  to.  In  all  cases  of  suspicion 
the  general  In  command  would  have  full  power  to  remove  such  parties 
from  his  encampment  and  to  forbid  them  from  coming  within  his  lines, 
and  I  suppose  under  the  laws  of  war  to  punish  disobedience  of  such 
orders. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

J.  R.  TUGKEE. 


Department  of  State,  Richmond,  Va.,  July  8, 1861. 
Mr.  Toombs  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Crane  and  begs  leave  to  say 
that  after  an  interview  with  the  President  he  declines  interfering  in 
any  way  with  the  case  of  Mr.  Hurlbert,  it  not  being  within  his  juris- 
diction. 

Charleston,  July  17, 1861. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Morton  :  From  my  sense  of  the  qualities  of  humanity 
and  conscientiousness  that  enter  into  your  character  I  feel  coniident  of 
having  you  on  my  side  whenever  a  question  as  to  what  is  becoming 
and  what  is  right  is  to  be  discussed;  and  it  is  in  such  circumstances 
that  I  appeal  to  you  to  interfere  in  releasing  a  poor  creature  from  dur- 
ance vile  who  is  the  mere  victim  of  clamor. 

It  is  William  H.  Hurlbert  of  whom  I  speak.  He  has  been  guilty  of 
no  offense  that  human  laws  have  a  right  to  punish.  Early  in  life  he 
became  a  writer  on  political  and  literary  subjects,  and  embraced  North- 
em  views  of  slavery.  One  of  his  lucubrations  was  admitted  into  the 
Edinburgh  Review,  which  gave  great  offense  at  the  time.  I  confess  I 
was  rather  disappointed  in  it  as  below  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
and  leaning  on  popular  prejudices.  Since  that  time  he  has  changed 
his  tone  so  much  as  to  lose  the  confidence  of  the  Republican  party  and 
his  place  in  the  editorial  corps  of  the  New  York  Times.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances he  came  to  Charleston  in  my  absence,  and  finding  that  he 
was  the  object  of  great  suspicion  left  it  suddenly.  There  are  always 
shallow  people  ready  to  join  in  running  down  a  popular  idea  and 
one  man  made  an  affidavit  that  he  was  an  alien  enemy,  which  in  legal 
parlance  he  maybe  on  account  of  his  New  York  domicile;  and  another 
telegraphed  to  Atlanta  to  arrest  him.  One  mob  of  that  very  excitable 
place  got  hold  of  him,  and  the  best  that  men  of  sense  it  seems  could  do 
was  to  send  him  to  Richmond  for  the  benefit  of  habeas  corpus,  a  thing 
which  tlie  patriots  of  Atlanta  had  very  little  idea  of.  In  Richmond 
the  effusions  of  the  Charleston  Mercury  had  the  effect  of  causing  him 
to  be  turned  over  to  the  governor  under  the  law  of  1793  allowing 
alien  enemies  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country  by  the  executive.  The 
executive  having  little  time  to  bestow  on  the  case  which  the  courts 
have  nothing  to  do  with  has  not  interfered.  So  the  poor  man  remains 
a  prisoner  indefinitely. 
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If  he  is  au  alien  enemy  he  ought  to  be  gone  but  cannot  go  if  the  door 
is  closed  upon  him.  There  is  not  the  slightest  reason  for  believing  him 
a  spy,  and  the  only  pretense  for  detaining  him  now  is  that  it  is  to  pro- 
tect hdm  from  violence.  It  may  be  the  best  thing  for  him  to  keep  him  in 
jail,  but  it  certainly  is  not  the  best  thing  for  the  State  to  trample  on 
principles  and  inflict  hard  imprisonment  on  an  innocent  man  because 
he  is  helpless.  If  the  intention  was  to  assassinate  I  could  see  how 
that  might  gratify  revenge,  but  if  they  ever  intend  to  let  him  out 
alive  they  ought  not  to  send  him  out  with  an  authentic  story  of  law- 
less imprisonment  to  amuse  the  world. 

Now,  my  dear  sir,  my  only  interest  beyond  the  common  sentiment  of 
indignation  against  wrong  in  this  individual  is  that  his  father  was  my 
friend,  and  I  think  that  a  word  from  one  who  has  the  manliness  to 
speak  out  would  not  fail  to  procure  the  assent  of  so  good  a  man  as 
Mr.  Letcher  to  the  evident  justice  of  his  claim  to  be  discharged  from 
custody,  and  I  beg  of  you  to  let  Mr.  Letcher  know  what  I  oay  and 
that  I  am  responsible  for  the  truth  of  it. 
Tours,  truly, 

J.  L.  PETIGKU. 

EiCHMOND,  Va.,  July  2ti,  1861. 
To  THE  Honorable  Members  oe  the  Congress  op  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America. 

Sirs  :  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  facts  connected  with  my  arrest  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  the 
18tli  ultimo;  my  journey  to  Kichmoud  on  the  21st  ultimo;  my  rearrest 
ill  this  city  on  the  24th  ultimo  and  my  imprisonment  continued  up  to 
the  present  date  without  a  hearing  on  the  merits  of  my  case;  without 
the  appearance  of  any  responsible  accuser  against  me  and  with  no  defi- 
nite charge  offered  to  account  for  or  to  justify  my  confinement.  I  crave 
your  patience  then  for  a  brief  recital  of  matters  which  it  seems  to  be 
impossible  for  me  in  any  other  way  to  bring  to  the  effective  cognizance 
of  any  regularly  constituted  authority  in  the  Confederate  States. 

A  native  of  Charleston,  my  relatives  reside  mainly  in  the  Southern 
States.  June  3, 1861, 1  left  New  York  for  Richmond  with  the  intention 
of  visiting  my  friends  at  Eichmond  and  in  Charleston,  S.  0.,  and  of 
enabling  myself  better  to  prosecute  a  course  of  opposition  to  the  exist- 
ing war  policy  of  the  United  States  Government  which  I  had  inde- 
penden  tly  pursued  ever  since  the  beginning  of  the  movement  of  secession. 
I  had  not  then  nor  have  I  had  for  many  months  past  any  connection 
whatever  with  any  journal  in  New  York  or  elsewhere,  having  dissolved 
my  editorial  relations  with  the  New  York  Times,  the  only  salaried  rela- 
tions which  I  have  ever  sustained  with  any  newspaper,  when  that 
journal  gave  itself  to  the  support  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  I  advocated  the 
election  of  Mr.  Douglas  down  to  the  autumn  of  1860  when  I  acceded  to 
what  was  known  as  the  "Fusion  Ticket"  in  New  York.  I  Avas  a  dele- 
gate from  New  York  to  the  Conservative  Convention  at  Albany  in 
February,  1861,  and  drew  up  in  great  part  the  anti-coercive  resolutions 
there  offered  by  the  Tammauy  delegation.  In  the  end  of  May  I  pub- 
lished at  my  own  expense  a  pamphlet  on  the  "financial  aspects  of  the 
war,"  of  which  I  deposited  several  copies  with  my  friend,  Mr.  Kobert 
McLane,  of  Baltimore,  for  transmission  to  a  high  functionary  in  this 
city. 

From  Mr.  McLane  I  received,  June  4,  a  long  verbal  communication 
for  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  and  a  note  of  introduction 
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to  General  Johnston  at  Harper's  Ferry.  Prom  this  officer  1  came  with 
a  pass  to  Richmond,  arriving  here  Saturday,  June  8.  1  that  day  called 
on  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  with  whom  1  had  long  been  in  famil- 
iar correspondence,  and  in  the  evening  related  to  Mr.  Toombs  in  his 
own  rooms  the  substance  of  Mr.  McLane's  communication  to  myself.  I 
remained  in  Richmond  at  the  hotel,  constantly  seeing  Mr.  Browne,  Mr. 
Attorney-General  Benjamin  and  other  personal  friends  until  Tuesday, 
when  I  left  for  Charleston.  I  there  went  to  my  sister's  house  and 
remained  several  days,  calling  on  various  friends  and  publishing  in 
the  Courier  of  Saturday,  June  15,  nearly  a  column  of  comments  upon 
the  financial  and  other  aspects  of  the  war  at  the  North. 

On  Monday,  June  17,  my  brother-in-law,  a  citizen  of  Charleston, 
coming  home  advised  me  to  hasten  my  departure  North,  as  he  had 
learned  that  certaiu  persons  calling  themselves  a  vigilance  committee 
had  determined  to  annoy  me  if  I  should  stay.  I  was  indisposed  to 
accept  this  advice,  but  my  sister  being  in  delicate  liealth  earnestly 
deprecated  my  remaining  any  longer  and  I  accoi'dingly  consented  to 
leave  via  Louisville  the  next  morning.  I  did  so,  explaining  the  reason 
of  my  departure  to  some  of  my  friends,  and  taking  with  me  two  com- 
munications from  his  Imperial  Majesty's  consul  at  Charleston  to  the 
French  minister  and  chancellor  at  Washington.  These  were  confided 
to  me  as  a  personal  friend  but  bore  the  official  seal  of  the  consulate. 

At  Augusta  stopping  only  to  dine  I  did  not  register  my  name  at 
the  hotel  until  I  was  requested  by  one  Mr.  Evans,  calling  himself  a 
councilman,  so  to  do.  I  then  did  so,  stating  to  this  person  who  I  was, 
and  exhibiting  to  him  my  address  and  letters  in  my  possession.  1 
reached  Atlanta  at  midnight  and  was  there  arrested  by  the  marshal, 
who  exhibited  a  telegram  from  the  mayor  of  Augusta  describing  my 
baggage,  giving  my  name  as  Hilt,  and  denouncing  me  as  a  suspicious 
l)erson.  1  at  once  demanded  an  examination.  This  was  accorded  to 
nie  by  the  Hon.  B.  C.  Yancey,  who  pronounced  the  charge  unfounded 
and  recommended  my  immediate  release.  I  voluntarily  proposed  to 
await  replies  to  telegrams  which  I  dispatched  to  friends  in  Charleston, 
and  to  Messrs.  Browne  and  Benjamin  at  Richmond. 

On  Wednesday,  June  19,  Mr.  Browne  and  Mr.  Benjamin  replied  that 
I  "was  unjustly  accused  and  should  be  immediately  released."  Mr. 
Yancey  having  also  of  his  own  motion  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Toombs  (a 
note  from  whom  lay  among  my  papers),  that  officer  replied  that  he  had 
no  personal  knowledge  of  me.  This  circumstance,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  arrival  on  the  same  day  of  a  violent  personal  attack  made  on 
me  in  the  Richmond  Examiner  of  June  17,  excited  so  much  popular 
feeling  against  me  that  Mr.  Yancey  advised  my  waiting  a  day  or  two 
iit  the  hotel  in  Atlanta.  The  next  day  brought  another  article  denounc- 
ing me  as  a  spy  in  the  Charleston  Mercury,  with  telegrams  to  the  same 
eflcct  from  several  persons,  none  of  them  personally  known  to  me.  My 
cousin,  Rev,  B.  P.  Palmer,  of  Marietta,  Ga.,  coming  over  on  this  day  to 
see  me,  joined  with  Mr.  Yancey  in  advising  me  not  to  face  the  populace 
thus  excited  or  to  pursue  my  journey  through  Middle  Tennessee.  My 
brother-in-law  and  sister  coming  to  Atlanta  the  next  day,  Friday,  took 
the  same  view.  Mr.  Yancey  receiving  telegrams  demanding  me  from 
Augusta  and  from  Charleston  replied  that  while  I  sought  justice  in 
Atlanta  I  should  not  be  surrendered  to  any  other  authority. 

I  then  proposed  to  leave  for  Richmond,  asking  an  escort  of  the  mayor 
and  offering  to  pay  the  expenses  of  any  intelligent  person  who  would 
go  with  me  to  relate  the  true  state  of  the  case  to  the  authorities  here. 
This  off^er  of  mine  was  accepted  by  one  Mr.  W.  S.  Bassford,  and  Mr. 


1494  PRISONERS   OP  WAR,    ETC. 

Taneey  and  the  mayor  finally  coincided  in  my  proposition.  The 
marshal  was  detailed  to  accompany  me,  and  one  or  two  citizens  of 
Atlanta  going  to  Richmond  joined  the  party.  We  left  Atlanta  June 
21  in  the  midst  of  a  tumult  excited  by  ill-disposed  persons,  who  profited 
by  the  presence  on  the  train  of  an  Alabama  regiment,  commanded  by 
Hon.  Colonel  Hale,  a  member  of  your  body.  This  gentleman  soon 
reduced  his  troops  to  order  and  entering  my  car  rode  with  me  to  his 
destination,  Dalton. 

I  reached  Eichmond  June  24;  went  to  the  Spotswood,  took  a  room 
myself  and  sent  Mr.  Bassford  to  the  President.  JVIr.  Browne  soon  after 
came  to  me  with  Mr.  Bassford  and  stated  to  me  that  Mr.  Toombs  having 
gone  by  request  of  the  President  to  the  governor  of  Virginia  that  gen- 
tleman had  ordered  me  to  be  at  once  committed  to  jail.  They  both 
assured  me  that  I  should  be  released  at  once,  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment merely  wishing  to  avoid  any  conflict  with  the  Virginia  authorities. 
For  two  days  I  remained  in  jail,  having  no  communication  with  any  one 
and  my  baggage  lying  at  the  hotel. 

On  the  thii  d  day  Mr.  Crane  visiting  the  jail  on  business  I  engaged  his 
services  at  once  as  my  counsel.  He  put  himself  in  communication  with 
my  friends  in  Charleston  and  in  this  place  and  took  steps  to  sue  out  for 
me  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  This  writ  was  granted  me  by  Judge  Mere- 
dith, who  appointed  July  4  for  the  hearing.  On  the  hearing  the  judge 
ruled  out  all  inquiry  into  the  causes  or  justification  of  my  arrest  and 
confined  my  counsel  to  setting  aside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  governor  of 
Virginia  under  the  ordinance  of  April,  1861.  The  judge  July  6  decided 
in  favor  of  the  governor's  jurisdiction  and  remanded  me  to  jail,  but  after 
seeing  the  evidence  only  in  part  recommended  an  application  to  the 
governor. 

This  I  made  on  the  same  day  through  Mr.  Attorney-General  Benjamin. 
The  governor  promptly  declared  that  he  had  no  charge  against  me; 
that  he  had  committed  me  at  the  request  of  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment and  would  discharge  me  at  once,  "  if  they  would  state  that  they 
had  no  charge  agaiust  me."  Mr.  Crane  took  this  declaration  to  Mr. 
Toombs,  who  in  his  presence  stated  that  I  had  been  committed  merely 
to  take  me  out  of  the  hands  of  a  rabble;  that  he  had  not  and  never 
had  had  any  charge  against  me,  and  that  he  condemned  all  the  pro- 
ceedings against  me  as  illegal  and  disgraceful.  Mr.  Crane's  statemcTit 
to  this  eifect  will  be  found  hereto  appended.  I  have  reason  also  to 
know  that  Mr.  Toombs  had  expressed  himself  to  the  same  effect  in  a 
letter  written  July  3  to  a  distinguished  citizen  of  South  Carolina.  He 
said  further  to  Mr.  Crane  that  he  must  see  the  President  as  a  matter 
of  form  before  stating  in  writing  what  he  had  stated  in  words. 

Tuesday,  July  9,  my  counsel  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  Mr.  Toombs 
a  statement  to  the  effect  that  the  Confederate  Government  had  "  no 
jurisdiction"  in  my  case.  Governor  Letcher  maintaining  his  point  first 
taken  declined  to  act  on  this,  but  leaving  town  soon  after  he  deposited 
with  one  of  his  aides  an  order  for  my  release  to  be  executed  immedi- 
ately on  the  receipt  of  a  more  explicit  statement  from  Mr.  Toombs.  My 
counsel  notified  Mr.  Toombs'  chief  clerk  of  this,  and  I  have  myself 
addressed  a  brief  sketch  of  the  facts  through  Mr.  Crane  to  the  President. 

But  I  still  remain  here  incarcerated  in  the  jail  appropriated  to  felons. 
On  the  face  of  Governor  Letcher's  committal  I  was  held  to  await  a 
requisition  from  the  authorities  in  Charleston.  No  such  requisition  has 
been  made,  and  I  have  reason  to  know  that  the  acting  attorney  general 
of  South  Carolina  and  his  honor  Judge  Magrath  refused  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  any  such  requisition. 
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Born  in  Charleston  in  1827, 1  removed  thence  with  my  parents  in 
1831,  returned  there  on  the  death  of  my  father  in  1843  and  remained 
there  till  July  1,  1845.  Since  that  date  I  have  visited  the  city  twice— 
once  in  June,  1853,  for  a  few  days  on  my  return  from  the  West  Indies, 
and  recently  when  I  remained  there  from  Saturday,  June  15,  to  Tues- 
day, June  18, 18G1.  It  is  not  easy  therefore  to  conceive  what  crime 
committed  in  Charleston  can  be  laid  to  my  charge  or  how  I  can  have 
rendered  myself  in  any  way  a  suspicious  character  in  that  city.  I  have 
abundant  evidence  from  persons  ofBcially  connected  with  the  Confed- 
erate Government  to  show  that  my  whole  course  since  my  native  State 
seceded  has  been  one  of  friendship  to  and  sympathy  with  her,  and- 1 
have  challenged  the  severest  scrutiny. 

I  have  made  this  statement  because  I  cannot  think  it  right  that  in 
any  country  at  any  time  a  citizen  traveling  on  his  lawful  occasions  and 
willing  to  render  an  account  of  himself  to  any  proper  authority  should 
submit  in  silence  to  the  treatment  which  has  been  inflicted  upon  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  HENKY  HUELBEKT. 

[Inclosure.] 

Richmond,  July  23^  1861. 
William  H.  Huklbbet,  Esq.,  Gity  Jail. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  ask  of  me  a  brief  statement  of  my  interview  with 
Mr.  Toombs.  I  do  not  feel  that  I  am  at  liberty  to  decline  it.  After 
securing  a  short  note  from  Mr.  Benjamin  (who  was  kind  and  courteous, 
to  whom  1  had  explained  the  position  of  your  case  and  the  decision  of 
Judge  Meredith,  viz,  that  he  had  no  jurisdiction)  to  Governor  Letcher 
I  sent  it  under  inclosure  to  the  governor  with  all  the  documentary  evi- 
dence which  had  been  secured  for  your  hearing  before  Judge  M.  Gov- 
ernor L.  very  promptly  returned  the  papers  and  a  note  addressed  to 
Mr.  Benjamin  which  stated  substantially  that  "he  had  committed  you 
only  at  the  instance  of  the  President  and  Mr.  Toombs,  and  that  if  tliey 
would  say  (in  writing)  that  they  had  no  charge  against  you  he  would 
order  your  release." 

Mr.  Benjamin  (as  I  think  very  justly)  declined  to  go  further,  and  I 
begged  of  him  Governor  Letcher's  note,  and  accompanied  casually  by 
my  friend  Dr.  T.  H.  Fisher,  of  Fauquier,  I  called  on  Mr.  Toombs  at  the 
olHce  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Mr.  Toombs  received  me  kindly,  and  I 
proceeded  to  state  the  object  of  my  call  and  handed  him  Governor  L.'s 
note.  (I  left  the  note  with  him.)  He  read  it  and  then  in  a  free  man- 
ner spoke  of  your  case  and  at  considerable  length.  He  disclaimed 
having  had  anything  to  do  with  your  commitment  except  going  at  the 
President's  request  with  Mr.  Bassford  to  the  governor  and  carrying 
the  papers  which  Bassford  brought.  He  declaimed  strongly  against 
the  law  under  which  you  were  committed;  said  he  saw  nothing  in  the 
paperstbrwarded  to  require  (or  justify)  your  imprisonment,  and  generally 
stated  that  the  Confederate  Government  had  nothing  to  do  with  your 
arrest  or  confinement  and  knew  no  reason  for  its  continuance. 

I  give  only  the  purport  of  his  remarks.  I  could  not  undertake  to 
report  with  verbal  accuracy  a  conversation  chiefly  on  his  part  lasting 
perhaps  twenty  minutes,  t  replied  to  him :  ''  Be  good  enough^  sir,  just 
to  say  in  writing  one-tenth  of  what  you  have  assured  me  of  and  it  is  all 
1  desire."  He  replied  that  he  felt  it  due  as  an  act  of  courtesy  to  the 
President  to  see  him  first,  he  would  endeavor  to  do  so  as  early  as  pos- 
sible.   On  Monday  (this  was  on  Saturday)  in  reply  to  a  note  from  me 
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he  sent  the  note*  which  is  hereto  appended.  Finding  that  the  reply  of 
Mr.  Toombs  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  governor  (rather  as  I  supposed 
on  account  of  its  form  or  mode  of  expression  than  any  substantial 
deficiency)  I  sent  another  note  to  Mr.  T.  politely  asking  (if  possible)  a 
modification  of  his  note  to  suit  the  governor's  views.  To  this  note  1 
received  no  reply. 

I  ceased  to  trouble  Mr.  Toombs,  though  (as  counsel  for  you  anxious 
to  discharge  my  duty)  I  have  not  ceased  to  endeavor  to  secure  your 
release  or  an  avowal  somewhere  beyond  newspaper  articles  that  there 
were  grounds  patent  or  latent  for  your  confinement.  So  far  I  have 
been  unable  to  get  any  anchorage  beyond  what  the  bare  fact  of  your 
imprisonment  and  the  circumstances  I  have  detailed  afford. 

Ah,  yes!  It  has  been  alleged  in  private  circles  that  in  1850  while  in 
Europe  you  wrote  an  article  for  the  Edinburgh  Review  in  which  you 
gave  an  unfavorable  view  of  slavery.  Now,  Mr.  Hurlbert,  I  have  not 
read  it  but  it  was  wrong  of  you  and  I  do  not  doubt  you  regret  it,  but  I 
could  not  think  it  a  sufficient  ground  for  your  arrest  when  I  remember 
how  many  Southern  men  have  at  some  period  done  the  same  or  worse; 
and  they  are  not  confined. 

Permit  me  to  add  on  my  personal  account  that  in  an  acquaintance 
formed  under  circumstances  eliciting  necessarily  confidential  interviews 
and  comnidnications  I  have  found  you  always  frank,  open  and  honor- 
able. I  have  seen  some  of  your  private  correspondence  with  Southern 
men  and  others,  and  any  man  may  be  proud  of  the  position  which  they 
assign  you.  After  all  that  has  transpired  within  my  knowledge  your 
confinement  in  a  felon's  cell  for  more  than  a  month  has  been  to  me 
something  of  a  puzzle,  as  I  have  not  on  the  one  hand  been  able  to 
conceive  that  the  Government  is  so  much  wanting  in  strength  as  to  fear 
to  avow  the  causes  of  your  detention,  or  so  unjust  as  to  protract  it 
without  cause  on  the  other. 
Very  truly,  &c.,  yours, 

A.  JUDSON  CRANE. 

Richmond,  August  31,  1861. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter. 

Sir  :  It  is  now  some  weeks  since  I  invited  your  attention  to  the  part 
played  by  the  Confederate  Government  in  my  detention  at  this  place. 
1  have  received  no  reply  from  yourself,  but  I  have  been  unofficially 
informed  that  you  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  reopen  a  "  case  closed  by 
your  predecessor  in  the  Department  of  State."  This  I  was  sorry  to 
learn,  since  a  decided  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  finality  of  Mr.  K. 
Toombs'  action  in  the  case  seems  to  exist  between  yourself  and  the 
governor  of  Virginia,  of  which  diflerence  I  remain  here  the  innocent 
victim. 

But  I  now  learn  from  the  Hon.  T.  R.  R.  Cobb  that  "  indisputable 
evidence  now  is  in  the  possession  of  the  authorities  to  prove  me  a  secret 
correspondent  of  the  New  York  Times  traveling  in  this  country  to  con- 
vey information  as  opportunity  should  offer."  As  Mr.  Toombs  never 
made  nor  pretended  to  make  such  a  charge  or  any  charge  against  me, 
openly  at  least,  and  as  no  such  evidence  was  ever  heard  of  under  his 
administration  I  respectfully  submit  that  if  your  Department  or  any 
Department  of  the  Confederate  Government  now  possesses  such  evi' 
dence  it  is  my  right  to  insist  upon  open  prosecution  of  the  charge  and 
the  production  of  the  evidence,  which  truly  does  of  itself  reopen  the 
case  most  emphatically. 

*  Not  found. 
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As  I  cannot  for  a  moment  suppose  that  the  Confederate  Government 
wishes  to  inflict  inquisitorial  injustice  upon  any  man  I  can  conceive  of 
no  reason  why  I  should  not  most  fearlessly  advance  and  the  (lovern- 
nient  most  readily  prant  this  claim  of  a  citizen  who  has  already  suffered 
the  extremity  of  "  illegal  and  disgraceful "  oppression.  I  borrow  the 
language  of  your  predecessor  in  relation  to  my  case  addressed  to  a  con- 
spicuous citizen  of  South  Carolina. 

And  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  HENEY  HUELEERT. 

Executive  Department,  Richmond,  September  5,  1861. 
Hon.  William  M.  Browne,  Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  1  have  received  your  letter  dated  yesterday  inclosing  for  my 
examination  certain  ])apers  relating  to  W.  H.  Hurlbert,  now  in  confine- 
ment at  the  instance  of  Hon.  Eobert  Toombs,  late  Secretary  of  State. 
The  papers  having  been  pernsed  by  me  are  herewith  returned.  In  a 
note  addressed  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Benjamin  1  stated  the  manner  in 
which  I  became  connected  with  this  case,  and  stated  what  would  be  my 
future  action  respecting  Mr.  Hurlbert.  If  Mr.  Hunter,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  will  inform  me  that  he  is  satisfied  of  Hurlbert's  innocence  and 
will  request  his  discharge  in  writing  he  will  be  released  at  once.  Until 
this  is  done  his  imprisonment  will  continue. 
I  am,  truly, 

JOHN  LETCHEE. 

Laburnum,  September  27^  1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  this  morning  the  inclosed  letter*  from 
Mr.  Hurlbert.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  say  whether  I  am  to 
examine  him  or  not,  and  may  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  return  me  the 
copies  of  Mines'  letter!  to  me  and  my  reply  to  it  and  to  say  whether  it 
meets  your  approbation  that  I  should  send  that  or  any  other  reply  to 
it.  The  originals  are  on  file  in  the  War  Department,  having  been  sent 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  his  examination  because  I  did 
not  feel  at  liberty  or  willing  to  send  any  reply  without  the  authority 
and  approval  of  the  Department  of  War, 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

JAMES  LYONS. 


Report  of  the  Confederate  Commissioner  on  the  case  of  William  Henry 

Hurlbert. 

[Eichmond,]  November  1,  1861. 
This  case  has  caused  me  much  trouble  and  solicitude  and  I  have  con- 
sidered it  very  carefully.  Hurlbut  is  a  young  man  about  thirty-five  years 
of  age ;  well  educated ;  of  considerable  literary  attainments  and  jjolished 
manners.  He  is  a  native  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  where  he  still  has  relations, 
but  was  educated  at  the  North  and  has  passed  most  of  his  time  at  the 
North  and  in  England.  In  1856  he  wrote  an  article  in  the  Edinburgh 
Eeview  against  slavery  which  fully  justified  the  Southern  people  in 
regarding  him  as  their  enemy.  Subsequently  he  became  co-editor  of 
the  New  York  Times  and  is  said  to  be  the  writer  of  the  famous  "  Elbows 


*  Not  fuauil.  t  Seo  case  of  Mines,  p.  1508,  et  leq. 
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of  the  Mincio"  article.  At  the  last  Presidential  election  Eaymond 
agreed  with  him  to  oppose  Liucoln,  but  Lincoln  bought  Raymond  off, 
and  Hurlbut  withdrew  from  the  Times  and  united  with  Captain  (now 
General)  Lovell  and  others  to  oppose  Liucoln  and  the  war  policy,  and 
finally  came  to  the  South  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  his  relations  in 
Charleston,  and  tendering  his  pen  and  other  services  in  England  to 
the  Confederate  Government,  when  he  was  arrested  at  Atlanta  and 
sent  here,  himself  as  he  says  soliciting  that  destination  and  paying 
the  expenses  of  the  escort. 

The  testimony  up  to  this  point  is  very  high  and  conclusive  in  his 
favor,  showing  what  he  now  upon  his  oath  affirms  to  be  true;  that  the 
sentiments  expressed  in  the  article  in  the  Edinburgh  Review  have 
been  entirely  renounced  upon  conviction;  and  if  the  case  had  rested 
here  I  should  have  recommended  his  discharge  without  hesitation. 

But  it  takes  here  a  new  and  very  remarkable  aspect,  viz:  After  the 
battle  of  Manassas  a  man  named  Windsor  was  captured  upon  whom  a 
letter  was  found  addressed  to  "William  H.  Hurlburt,  British  subject, 
traveling  for  his  health  in  the  South,  Richmond,  .Va.,  to  be  called 
for."  The  letter  is  dated  Park  Row,  New  York,  July,  1861.  It  was 
written  before  the  1st  of  July  because  it  alludes  to  the  meeting  of  the 
approaching  Congress  of  the  4th  of  July.  The  letter  is  of  the  most 
oflensive  kind  to  us,  and  refers  to  and  seems  to  be  in  reply  to  letters 
previously  written  by  Mr.  Hurlbut  to  the  writer. 

Mr.  Hurlbut  admits  that  he  knew  a  person  named  Windsor  as  an 
employ^  in  the  Times  Office  when  he  was  one  of  its  editors,  and  Park 
Row  is  the  locality  of  the  Times  Office;  but  he  denies  all  knowledge  of 
the  letter  and  its  writer  and  protests  that  he  has  not  written  a  letter  to 
or  for  the  Times  since  his  separation  from  it.  He  denies  that  the  letter 
is  in  the  handwriting  of  Eaymond,  and  there  is  some  conflict  in  the 
testimony  upon  that  point,  though  it  preponderates  very  decidedly 
against  the  identity  of  the  writing  with  Raymond's. 

Upon  these  facts  the  question  is  is  the  prisoner  Hurlbut  the  Mr.  Hurl- 
burt to  whom  the  letter  is  addressed"?  The  difference  in  the  spelling  of 
thename  amounts  to  nothing.  The  insertion  of  the  "r  "  might  be  a  trick 
or  an  accident,  and  the  English  address  rather  strengthens  than  weakens 
the  case  because  the  prisoner  had  the  word  London  on  his  trunk  and 
the  English  address  was  the  best  disguise,  and  notwithstanding  all  the 
delay  and  notoriety  of  the  case  no  other  person  of  the  name  of  Hurlbut 
or  Hurlburt  has  been  heard  of,  and  it  is  moreover  exceedingly  improb- 
able that  there  were  in  the  country  two  men  whose  names  differed  from 
each  other  only  in  a  single  letter;  that  there  was  a  William  II.  Hurlbut 
and  a  William  H.  Hurlburt.  I  do  not  doubt  therefore  that  the  letter 
was  intended  for  the  prisoner. 

But  the  question  arises  was  there  any  authority  for  writing  it?  Is 
there  any  truth  in  its  statements  that  it  is  a  reply  to  letters  written  by 
Hurlbut?  The  letter  is  no  proof  of  its  contents;  it  is  but  the  oper- 
ation of  an  anonymous  writer,  which  is  opposed  by  the  oath  of  the 
prisoner  and  much  testimony  showing  that  he  did  not  entertain  the 
sentiments  supposed  to  be  ascribed  to  him  by  the  letter;  for  the  letter 
is  not  explicit  by  any  means  as  to  those  sentiments.  In  fact  it  is  con- 
jecture only  that  they  were  inimical  to  the  South.  The  an  swers  to  these 
questions  must  be  in  my  opinion  in  the  negative.  If  this  is  proof  then 
the  prisoner  is  a  spy,  at  least  in  the  odious  sense  if  not  the  strictly  legal 
sense  of  the  term,  but  it  is  very  clear  that  if  he  were  upon  his  trial  as 
a  spy  he  could  not  be  convicted  upon  this  evidence,  for  so  far  from  the 
letter's  being  sufficient  to  convict  him  it  would  not  be  competent  evi- 
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dence  and  could  not  be  read  upon  his  trial  until  he  was  connected  with 
it  by  competent  proof,  such  as  finding  it  upon  him  or  proving  by  the 
bearer  or  writer  that  it  was  for  him  and  that  the  statements  contained 
in  it  were  true.  Here  there  is  no  such  proof.  The  letter  was  not  found 
upon  him;  the  writer  is  not  known,  and  the  bearer  of  it  was  set  at 
liberty  by  the  Government. 

I  am  of  opinion  therefore  that  he  should  be  discharged,  but  as  he  is 
now  laboring  under  some  excitement  very  naturally  against  our  Gov- 
ernment because  of  his  imprisonment,  and  the  moment  is  a  little  critical 
possibly,  I  respectfully  suggest  tliat  he  be  paroled  and  for  the  present 
restrained  to  the  limits  of  Bichmond  until  the  further  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 


EespectfuUy  submitted. 


JAMES  LYONS. 


ElCHMOND,  December  16, 1861. 


Hon.  James  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  supposed  that  when  you  decided  upon  my  case 
after  the  full,  patient  and  careful  examination  which  you  gave  it  that 
your  judgment  upon  me  would  be  carried  into  effect,  and  I  have  been 
much  surprised  to  learn  that  my  continued  detention  here  is  not  because 
of  your  judgment  against  me  but  because  I  am  regarded  as  an  "  alien 
enemy"  under  the  decision  of  Judge  Meredith  on  the  6th  of  July  last. 
If  I  comprehend  what  is  the  meaning  of  "  alien  enemy"  it  is  that  one  is 
a  citizen  of  one  of  the  States  now  at  war  with  the  Confederate  States 
owing  allegiance  to  it.  This  is  certainly  not  my  case.  But  if  it  was 
am  I  under  the  circumstances  liable  to  detention  on  this  ground?  I 
had  supposed  that  the  only  alien  enemies  not  combatants  so  liable  were 
persons  who  had  failed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  President's  proclama- 
tion of  August  15,  or  since  that  time  found  within  the  Confederate 
frontiers.  1  have  not  understood  that  even  in  regard  to  such  persons 
the  Government  meant  to  imitate  the  policy  of  Napoleon  I  toward  the 
English  in  France. 

To  imprison  non-combatants  indefinitely  at  the  risk  of  life,  health, 
property  is  so  cruel  and  unprofitable  a  thing  that  1  had  hoped  the 
monopoly  of  the  practice  might  be  left  to  Mr.  Seward;  and  this  the 
more  that  the  recent  release  with  passports  of  Mr.  Eagle,  of  New  York, 
arrested  in  Western  Virginia  at  the  end  of  September,  seems  to  war- 
rant the  belief  that  the  Confederate  Government  is  disposed  to  conform 
itself  to  other  than  Federal  precedents.  But  I  belong  to  neither  of  the 
classes  above  mentioned.  I  came  here  openly  and  honorably  early  in 
June.  I  was  on  my  way  out  of  the  country  when  I  was  causelessly  and 
frivolously  arrested  in  Georgia  June  18.  Coming  again  to  Richmond 
voluntarily  at  my  own  expense  that  I  might  leave  the  Confederacy 
honorably  as  I  had  entered  it  I  was  arrested  here  June  24  and  vilely 
incarcerated.  I  sought  my  liberty  through  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
July  6,  I  was  then  pronounced  an  "  alien  enemy,"  and  as  such  with 
no  specific  charge  against  me  remanded  to  a  felon's  jail  there  to  await 
the  pleasure  of  the  governor  of  Virginia.  I  repeatedly  in  various  ways 
and  in  vain  sought  a  hearing  from  that  functionary  or  from  any  other 
authority.  When  the  President's  proclamation  appeared  it  found  me  a 
prisoner  in  these  circumstances,  unaccused,  unexamined.  I  at  once 
requested  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country  under  the  proclamation.  But 
in  vain. 
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The  "forty  days  of  grace,"  sir,  had  elapsed  when  I  first  learned  from 
your  lips  officially  the  existence  of  any  shadow  of  a  charge  against  me. 
I  was  then  entering  the  fourth  month  of  my  confinement.  1  stand  now 
innocent  of  any  offense  against  the  Confederate  laws  or  people.  Is  it 
my  fault  that  I  am  still  here  an  alien  enemy?  Am  I  to  be  denied  my 
right  to  leave  the  country  simply  because  I  was  for  months  unable  to 
make  my  calls  for  justice  heard  ?  Is  this,  sir,  I  will  not  say  legal — is 
it  right,  just,  honorable,  humane?  But  further.  What  sort  of  an  al  en 
enemy  am  I,  thus  selected  for  special  torment?  I  came  here  after  ren- 
dering services  to  the  Southern  cause  for  which  the  Government  had 
thanked  me  through  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State.  I  came  here 
invited  by  the  same  officer  in  a  letter  dated  April  8,  1861,  to  visit  the 
Southern  capital;  see  for  myself  the  strength  of  the  Southern  organiza- 
tion, and  if  possible  conclude  arrangements  for  acting  extensively  in 
behalf  of  the  cause  abroad.  Had  I  supposed  it  possible  I  should  here 
receive  indignity  and  be  insulted  by  suspicion,  or  that  I  should  be  for- 
bidden to  leave  the  country  after  being  forbidden  to  remain  in  it,  I 
should  have  gone  to  Europe  at  the  time  when  I  came  to  Virginia,  there 
independently  to  defend  a  cause  which  I  had  embraced  not  as  a  matter  of 
allegiance,  of  interest,  or  of  ambition,  but  solely  as  a  matter  of  principle. 

Born  in  Carolina;  connected  by  the  dearest  ties  with  friends  in  that 
State  whose  fortunes  are  identified  with  hers,  my  long  residence  at  the 
North  and  in  Europe  may  have  made  me  an  alien  in  the  law.  Do 
my  actions  show  that  it  has  made  me  an  enemy  also?  I  came  here 
leaving  all  my  worldly  goods  at  the  mercy  of  the  Federal  Government. 
I  hoped  to  be  able  to  preserve  them,  but  I  came  prepared  should  the  suc- 
cess of  my  plans  require  it  to  risk  their  absolute  loss  by  passing  through 
Mexico  to  Europe.  Against  this  contingency,  besides  my  intimate 
acquaintance  with  M.  de  Saligny,  the  French  envoy  there,  I  provided 
myself  with  letters  of  introduction  from  Mr.  Eustace  W.  Barron,  of 
Mexico,  a  friend  of  mine  well  known  to  Mr.  Benjamin.  So  much  for 
the  antecedents  of  my  presence  here. 

You  will  yourself,  sir,  I  think  remember  that  I  have  repeatedly 
expressed  to  you  my  deep  sense  of  the  justice  of  the  Southern  cause. 
This  with  me  is  not  a  question  of  impulse  but  of  conviction.  As  my 
faith  is  so  have  my  works  been.  They  speak  for  me.  My  character 
and  the  facts  of  my  case  are  my  titles  to  liberty.  On  them  I  stand. 
If  I  am  a  Southern  citizen  my  loyalty  has  been  proved  by  my  course 
of  action.  If  I  am  an  alien  enemy  I  am  an  alien  born  in  Carolina;  an 
enemy  doing  the  duty  of  a  friend. 

But  whatever  I  am,  sir,  I  am  not  a  man  to  assail  the  rights  of  mil- 
lions in  avenging  my  personal  wrongs  nor  to  tamper  with  my  own  self- 
respect,  nor  to  forget  how  truly,  sir,  I  am  your  obliged  and  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  HENRY  HURLBEET. 

Executive  Department,  January  G.  1862. 
[Hon.  James  Lyons.] 

Dear  Sir  :  Understanding  from  your  communication  of  this  day  that 
you  have  examined  the  case  of  Hurlbert  and  have  recommended  his 
discharge  I  take  occasion  to  say  that  I  have  not  considered  liim  under 
my  control  since  he  was  taken  before  you  for  examination  nnder  the 
order  of  the  War  Department.  I  know  of  nothing  against  him  save 
what  was  communicated  to  me  by  Hon.  R.  Toombs  at  the  time  the  war- 
rant for  his  imprisonment  was  made  out. 
I  am,  truly, 


T^~VTT"KT      T   Tin 
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Case  of  Dr.  Stephen  Hagadom. 

EiOHMOND,  July  30, 1861. 
President  Davis. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Can  you  be  prevailed  on  under  the  circumstances  to 
release  a  poor  distressed  man,  one  that  is  laboring  under  rheumatic 
pains,  one  whose  general  health  is  poor,  and  of  a  broken-down  consti- 
tution ?  I  am  here  a  prisoner,  not  because  I  have  waged  war  against 
anybody;  only  on  account  of  possessing  a  parent's  anxiety  to  know  if 
my  son  was  alive,  who  enlisted  in  Wisconsin,  not  having  seen  him  in 
many  months.  I  reside  when  at  home  at  Bath,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.; 
left  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  instant,  promising  to  return  last  week. 
I  am  sure  that  no  one's  happiness  is  increased  by  keeping  me  here.  I 
was  not  in  any  way  connected  with  the  army,  neither  had  I  any  arms 
about  me;  was  robbed  of  all  my  money  when  taken.  I  beg  to  be 
released.  I  beg  to  have  a  hearing.  Don't,  for  humanity's  sake,  con- 
tinue my  suffering  longer  while  it  is  in  your  power  to  relieve  me.  I 
am  not  in  oflfice  of  any  kind ;  am  a  practicing  physician  and  have  a 
home,  and  oh!  could  I  go  and  enjoy  it  once  more.  Can  I?  It  is  in 
your  power  to  say.  General  Beauregard  was  made  acquainted  with 
my  circumstances  at  Manassas  and  sent  for  me;  as  I  was  taken  in  the 
night,  I  was  lying  on  the  ground  asleep  and  the  officer  said  he  could 
not  find  me.  What  will  you  do  with  my  entreaties  for  mercy? 
Yours,  &c., 

S.  HAGADOEN,  M.  D. 

KiCHMOND,  July  30, 1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  op  War,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  My  condition  is  the  most  unhappy  of  all  men.  I 
am  imprisoned  here  for  what  I  am  not  guilty  of  doing,  any  public  or 
private  wrong.  Have  not  directly  or  indirectly  been  engaged  in  the 
present  disturbances  existing  in  our  country.  Left  my  business,  which 
is  the  practice  of  medicine,  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  instant,  intending 
to  return  last  week.  I  am  a  resident  of  Bath,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y. 
Came  for  the  express  purpose  of  seeing  my  son  who  had  come  in  the 
Second  Wisconsin  Eegiment.  Having  learned  when  I  got  to  Wash- 
ington on  Friday  that  a  battle  had  been  fought  at  Bull  Eun  came  over 
only  to  see  whether  he  was  dead  or  alive,  and  my  anxiety  led  me  to 
venture  too  far,  and  consequently  am  here.  Will  you  as  an  act  of 
humanity  and  kindness  have  the  goodness  to  liberate  me  from  this  very 
revolting  condition  in  which  I  am  placed?  I  came  entirely  unarmed 
except  with  money  to  defray  expenses,  which  was  taken  from  me  when 
I  was  taken.  It  is  now  in  your  power  to  relieve  suffering  humanity. 
Will  you  do  it?  Do,  I  pray  you,  but  submit  I  must  to  whatever  you 
are  pleased  to  direct. 

Yours,  in  faith  and  submission, 

S.  HAGADORN,  M.  D. 


To  the  War  Department,  Confederate  States  of  America: 

I  had  no  time  when  my  name  was  registered  to  give  a  statement  of 
my  case,  which  I  will  briefly  do  at  this  time.  I  left  my  home  and  busi- 
ness on  the  17th  of  July  to  return  as  soon  as  the  27th.  Did  not  come 
as  an  invader,  having  no  weapons  of  any  kind.  I  am  in  the  fiftieth  year 
of  my  age;  am  a  physician,  Stephen  Hagadorn  by  name,  and  live  at 
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Bath,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.  I  came  only  to  see  a  son  who  had 
enlisted  in  Wisconsin.  Found  on  Sunday  that  a  battle  was  being  fought. 
Anxious  as  a  father  could  be  to  know  whether  my  son  was  alive,  was  too 
venturesome,  consequently  am  a  prisoner.  My  son  is  a  prisoner  here 
and  must  of  course  be  held  as  such  until  disposed  of.  I  ask  mercy  at 
your  hands,  and  a  release  that  I  may  go  to  my  distressed  family. 
When  taken  I  was  robbed  of  over  $100  in  money  and  papers  that  were 
valuable  to  me,  and  am  as  uni)leasantly  situated  as  mortal  man  can  be 
on  account  of  being  detained  from  my  family,  who  of  course  must  be 
much  distressed  on  account  of  my  absence.  Will  yon,  my  dear  fellow- 
beings,  let  me  go  I  pray  youl  I  have  done  nothing  to  offend  you 
therefore  I  prav  you  let  me  go. 

S.  HAGADOEN. 


Bath,  Steuben  County,  K".  Y.,  October  14, 1861. 
Hon.  Jeff.  Davis,  Richmond,  Ya. 

Dear  Sir  :  Among  the  prisoners  taken  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Eun 
was  a  Dr.  S.  Hagadoru,  a  quiet  and  peaceable  citizen  of  this  village. 
Owing  to  some  family  difficulty  his  son,  S.  H.  Hagadorn,  had  some 
months  previous  left  home.  As  the  doctor  was  about  leaving  for  New 
York  to  purchase  medicines,  &c.,  he  learned  that  his  son  had  joined 
some  one  of  the  regiments  that  had  gone  to  Washington.  With  a 
father's  anxiety  he  concluded  to  visit  Washington  immediately,  saying 
he  "might  never  see  his  son  again  should  he  go  into  battle."  On  his 
reaching  Centreville  he  learned  that  the  command  had  moved  forward. 
He  did  not  see  any  fighting  the  day  of  the  battle  but  went  toward 
evening  about  two  miles  (he  should  judge)  beyond  Centreville  in  hopes 
of  seeing  his  son  if  returning;  if  wounded  to  dress  his  wounds  and  to 
do  all  that  affection  could  dictate,  but  your  cavalry  came  up  and  he 
was  taken  prisoner. 

This  is  the  simple  and  truthful  statement  of  the  case  given  to  me  by 
his  almost  distracted  wife,  and  I  have  written  to  you  hoping  that  when 
you  are  assured  he  was  a  non  combatant,  a  quiet,  peaceable  citizen,  you 
will  release  him.  Dr.  S.  Hagadorn  is  a  man  about  fifty  I  should  think, 
a  gentleman  and  a  Christian,  and  will  respect  his  parole. 

Perhaps  you  have  forgotten  me,  but  I  remember  General  Jeff.  Davis, 
who  was  wounded  iu  Mexico,  and  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  entertain- 
ing at  the  mouth  of  the  Eio  Grande  when  he  and  his  suite  were  en  route 
for  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Davis,  a  compliance  with  my  request  will  be  an 
act  of  humanity  and  great  kindness,  and  I  will  esteem  it  apersonal  favor. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

ELTZA  B.  OGDEN, 
Widow  of  the  late  Maj.  E.  A.  Ogden,  U.  8.  Army. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Secretary  of  War: 

If  on  inquiry  this  case  seems  to  be  well  stated  let  the  prisoner  be 
released  on  parole. 

J.  D[AVIS.] 

[Second  indorsement.] 

General  Winder  for  report,  in  accordance  with  the  President's 
indorsement. 


[J.  P.  BENJAMIN.] 
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ElCHMOND,  November  7, 1861. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant-General. 

Sir  :  Dr.  Stephen  Hagadorn  was  sent  to  Eichmond  as  prisoner  of 
war  with  a  number  of  others.  There  were  no  papers  to  show  that  he 
differed  from  the  rest.  The  inclosed  papers  contain  all  the  information 
there  is  about  him.  Doctor  Hagadorn  has  always  adhered  to  the  same 
statement. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Let  the  prisoner  be  released  on  parole  and  allowed  to  go  to  the 
United  States. 

J.  P.  B. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Office  of  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Nashville, 

October  8, 1861. 
General  John  H.  Winder. 

Dear  Sir:  Accompanying  this  note  you  will  find  certain  papers 
handed  me  by  Hon.  John  G.  Breckinridge,  who  left  this  place  on  yes- 
terday for  Kentncky. 
EespectfuUy, 

E.  B.  CHEATHAM, 

Mayor. 

[Snb- inclosure  No,  1.] 

Bath,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  September  11, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Although  an  entire  stranger  to  you  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  inclose  to  your  address  a  letter  to  General  Winder,  of  the 
C.  S.  Army,  asking  for  the  release  of  a  prisoner  he  now  holds  and  which 
I  beg  of  you  as  an  act  of  humanity  and  a  favor  to  me  to  forward  to 
Eichmond,  if  in  your  power.  I  ask  the  flavor  as  a  political  friend  and 
a  national  Democrat,  relying  upon  your  generosity  and  kindness  of 
heart.  A  perusal  of  the  inclosure  will  explain  its  object.  To  satisfy 
you  of  my  identity  I  also  inclose  a  note  received  from  F.  H.  Hatch,* 
the  collector  at  New  Orleans,  with  whom  I  am  connected  by  marriage 
and  was  in  correspondence  until  the  present  difficulties  and  through 
[whom]  I  would  make  this  application  if  I  knew  how  to  reach  him. 
You  are  probably  acquainted  with  him.  If  you  are  satisfied  of  my 
sincerity  and  honor  may  I  ask  you  to  add  your  indorsement  of  the 
request  I  make  of  the  general?  You  will  never  have  occasion  to  regret 
it.  1  may  be  able  in  some  way  to  oblige  you. 
Yours,  truly, 

A.  J.  McCALL. 

[Snb-inclosnre  "So.  2.] 

Bath,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  September  10, 1861. 
General  John  H.  Winder,  C.  S.  Army. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Among  the  prisoners  taken  at  Bull  Eun  and  now 
detained  at  Eichmond  is  Dr.  Stephen  Hagadorn  of  this  place.    In  July 

*  Omitted. 
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last  having  learued  tliat  his  son,  a  resident  of  Wisconsin,  liad  enlisted 
and  was  then  in  Washington  with  a  fatlier's  anxiety  he  resolved  to 
take  in  that  city  on  Iiis  way  to  New  York  to  purchase  a  stock  of 
medicines,  in  hopes  of  seeing  that  son.  He  reached  Washington  on 
Friday  before  the  engagement  and  learned  that  his  son's  regiment  was 
at  or  near  (Jentreville  but  was  unable  to  procure  a  pass  until  Sunday. 
He  reached  the  hospital  on  the  battle-field  just  before  the  rout  com- 
menced and  administered  to  the  wounded,  but  being  in  feeble  health 
was  unable  to  escape  in  the  flying  host  and  consequently  was  captured. 
The  doctor  was  in  no  way  connected  with  the  army.  He  holds  no 
political  office.  He  is  a  man  of  no  pretension  or  extended  influence. 
He  is  simply  a  country  physician  of  small  practice,  depending  upon  it 
for  the  support  of  his  family.  I  have  no  personal  connection  with  or 
interest  in  the  doctor  or  his  family  other  than  a  neighbor.  In  going  to 
and  from  my  office  1  pass  his  house.  The  distress  of  sorrowing  wife 
and  children  touched  my  heart.  1  found  that  a  set  of  miserable  com- 
forters had  imposed  upon  them  and  their  fears  by  reporting  bloody 
and  cruel  outrages  perpetrated  by  the  Confederates  upon  the  Federal 
prisoners  and  bade  them  entertain  no  hope  of  his  being  restored  to 
them.  I  indignantly  denounced  them  as  libels  upon  humanity  and  base 
fabrications  unworthy  to  be  repeated  by  Christian  lips.  I  had  of  course 
to  sufler  from  the  imputation  of  sympathy  with  rebels,  but  liappily 
all  that  I  had  said  of  Southern  humanity  and  generosity  proved  true. 
The  family  soon  received  letters  assuring  them  of  his  safety  and  com- 
fort as  far  as  his  feeble  health  would  permit.  My  further  advice  and 
assistance  not  being  asked  I  did  not  obtrude  it.  1  watched  closely 
the  conduct  of  the  Black  Republicans  and  was  shocked  at  their  mani- 
fest heartlessness  and  indifi'erence.  In  fact  they  seemed  disappointed 
that  the  poor  man  had  not  been  hung  and  quartered.  I  ventured  to 
inquire  of  a  friend  of  the  family  what  had  been  done  for  his  comfort  or 
toward  procuring  his  release  and  was  told  nothing  whatever;  that  the 
same  miserable  comforters  had  advised  the  wife  that  nothing  could  be 
done  for  her  husband,  that  it  was  useless  to  make  the  effort. 

Without  being  even  asked  or  having  consulted  any  one  but  my  wife 
I  resolved  to  lay  the  case  before  you  and  make  an  appeal  to  your 
magnanimity.  His  detention  can  be  of  no  practical  importance  or 
benefit  to  the  C.  S.  Army.  On  the  other  hand  his  release  would  oper- 
ate to  dissipate  the  bitter  prejudice  that  interested  persons  have  sought 
to  raise  against  the  Confederates  in  this  vicinity.  If  you  will  examine 
the  doctor  you  will  find  that  all  that  is  stated  is  substantially  true  and 
become  satisfied  that  his  discharge  would  subserve  the  public  interest. 
It  may  seem  presumptuous  in  one  so  humble  to  make  such  a  request, 
but  I  know  brave  men  are  ever  generous  and  confiding,  always  ready 
to  lend  a  listening  ear  to  the  petitions  of  the  simple  and  true-hearted. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  McOALL. 

[Inclosnre  ITo.  2.] 

Bath,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  October  18, 1861. 
Rev.  J.  Lansing  Burrows,  D.  D. 

My  Dear  Brother  :  Some  time  since  I  wrote  you  in  behalf  of  Dr- 
Stephen  Hagadorn,  of  this  place,  a  prisoner  confined  in  your  city. 
By  letters  just  received  from  him  I  learn  that  that  communication 
reached  you  and  that  you  kindly  visited  him.  I  am  therefore  embold- 
ened by  your  past  kindness  to  trouble  you  again.    Accompanying  this 
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is  a  communication  addressed  to  Hon.  J.  Davis,  stating  facts  in  relation 
to  tlic  doctor  and  signed  by  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  this  town.  We 
trust  it  may  be  the  means  of  procuring  his  discharge.  Will  you,  m.y 
brother,  see  that  it  is  jmt  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Davis  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment?  By  so  doing  you  will  have  the  consciousness  that  you 
have  done  what  you  could  to  release  a  worthy  brother  in  Christ  from  a 
painful  and  unnecessary  conlinement  andbring  happiness  to  a  distressed 
and  highly  worthy  fnmily.  Will  you  also  use  your  jiersonal  iniiueuce 
to  bring  about  so  worthy  an  object? 

Yours,  affectionately,  in  the  truth, 

E.  J.  SCOTT, 
Pastor  of  Bath  Church, 

[Sub-inclosnre.] 

Bath,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  October  16,  1801. 
Hon.  Jefferson  Davis  : 

This  is  to  certify  that  we,  the  undersigned,  residents  of  the  village  of 
Bath  aforesaid,  are  familiarly  acquainted  with  Dr.  Stephen  Hagadorn, 
of  this  village,  now  a  prisoner  at  Richmond,  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 
That  said  Hagadorn  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  citizen,  a  physician  and  a 
Christian,  being  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  this  village. 
Unassuming  in  his  intercourse  but  always  up  to  his  pretensions,  his 
word  always  reliable;  is  strictly  a  civilian,  never  seeking  military  or 
political  honors  not  so  much  as  holding  a  town  office.  The  doctor  has 
a  son  by  the  name  of  S.  H.  Hagadorn,  who  left  this  village  about  the 
6th  of  January  last,  went  to  Milwaukee,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and 
there  without  his  father's  knowledge  enlisted,  which  facts  came  to  his 
father's  knowledge,  and  on  the  17th  of  July  last  prompted  by  parental 
affection  to  look  after  his  son  the  doctor  left  his  home  for  the  city  of 
Washington  without  the  least  hostile  intentions  and  expecting  to 
return  home  in  a  very  few  days,  and  that  by  the  way  of  the  city  of  New 
York  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  his  stock  of  medicines  as  required 
in  his  practice  as  a  physician. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  Campbell,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  York;  D.  Rum- 
sey,  jr.,  ex-Member  of  Congress;  W.  Barnes,  judge  of 
Btenben  County,  N.  Y. ;  Orson  Mosher,  clerk  of  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.;  Reuben  Robie,  ex-Member  of  Congress; 
Wm.  Y.  Hubbell,  ex- Member  Twenty-eighth  Congress; 
O.  Seymour,  sheriff  Steuben  County,  N.  Y. ;  James  Lind- 


[Indoraement.] 

State  of  New  York, 

Steuben  County,  Clerics  Office,  ss: 
I,  Oscar  J.  Averell,  deputy  clerk  of  the  county  of  Steuben,  do 
hereby  certify  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  each  and  every  one  of  the 
persons  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the  foregoing  petition  and 
statement  and  that  I  believe  the  signatures  thereto  are  the  genuine 
signatures  of  the  individuals  whom  they  purport  to  be;  and  further 

95  R  R — SERIES  II,  VOL  II 


1506  PRISONERS   OP   WAR,    ETC. 

that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  said  Doctor  Hagadorn  and  hereby 
freely  indorse  the  statement  and  certificate  foregoing  and  know  it  to  be 
true  and  correct. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed 
my  oflScial  seal  at  Bath,  this  18th  day  of  October,  1861. 

O.  J.  AVEEELL, 

Deputy  Clerk. 

[Inclosnre  No.  3.] 

EiCHMOND,  November  7, 1861. 
General  Winder. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  wish  to  know  what  General  Beauregard  promised 
me.  I 'did  not  see  the  general.  The  offlcer  of  the  guard  told  me  in  the 
morning  that  he  sent  for  me  in  the  night  but  that  he  could  not  find  me. 
He  was  so  busy  during  the  day  that  I  could  not  get  an  opportunity  to 
see  him.  I  never  was  in  Virginia  until  the  21st  of  July,  about  noon,  and 
then  in  search  of  my  son,  to  learn  whether  he  was  dead  or  alive.  I  stated 
the  circumstances  to  the  oflBcers,  who  told  me  they  had  no  doubt  but 
that  the  general  would  let  me  go  if  he  knew  the  circumstances.  I  was 
not  in  arms;  left  my  home  and  business  only  for  a  week  to  learn  the 
fate  of  this  son  who  had  enlisted  from  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  having 
left  his  home  and  gone  West  some  months  previous. 
Yours,  with  much  respect, 

S.  HAGADOEN, 
Bath,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y. 

P.  S. — The  oflBcers  at  Manassas  said  they  had  no  doubt  I  would  be 
released  as  soon  as  my  case  was  known  at  Richmond.  My  case  is  one 
that  needs  as  much  sympathy  as  any  one's.  I  learn  my  family  are  in 
great  distress. 

Yours,  S.  H. 

War  Department,  Bichmond,  November  11, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Winder,  Richmond,  Va. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  Dr.  Stephen  Hagadorn  be 
released  on  parole  and  allowed  to  go  to  the  United  States. 
Eespectfully, 

A.  T.  BLEDSOE, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  War. 


Case  of  Doctor  Hilleary. 

Staunton,  August  7, 1861. 
[John  Beannon,  Esq.] 

My  Dear  Friend  :  I  have  been  arrested  and  brought  here  by  the 
order  of  Colonel  Jackson  or  Governor  Jackson,  charged  with  having 
conducted  the  Federal  troops  to  the  top  of  Eich  Mountain,  which  charge 
is  false  and  I  can  prove  it  false  by  the  whole  army  then  stationed  at 
Camp  Garnett  or  Eich  Mountain.  I  can  prove  also  that  I  was  with  the 
army  off  and  on  all  the  time  it  was  there,  working  for  the  army  day  and 
night.  My  family  and  I  never  left  the  array  until  the  word  retreat  was 
given  and  then  came  down  to  Baker's  and  there  got  Baker's  carriage, 
hitched  my  horse  to  it  and  brought  Capt.  William  Ervin  off.  He  had 
three  of  his  ribs  broken  from  a  fall  he  received  in  camp  and  was  brought 
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out  to  Baker's  on  Monday  before  the  battle.  I  carried  him  home  within 
a  few  miles  of  the  Warm  Spriugs.  I  then  went  on  to  the  Springs  to 
see  my  daughter  and  children,  at  which  place  I  was  arrested  on  Friday 
following  and  brought  to  this  place  and  turned  loose  on  parole.  I  do 
not  know  the  meauing  of  it,  but  [am]  still  under  arrest. 

I  have  written  to  Colonel  Jackson  about  it  and  asked  of  him  to  give 
me  a  hearing  or  a  trial  and  I  would  prove  to  him  and  the  whole  world 
that  I  was  innocent,  and  that  when  I  did  that  I  wanted  to  be  honorably 
acquitted  and  also  full  satisfaction  of  those  who  perpetrated  such 
unfounded  falsehood;  that  I  should  not  be  satisfied  until  that  was 
done.  They  know  well  that  I  was  a  witness  to  a  great  deal  of  their  mis- 
management and  bad  conduct  as  it  respects  that  battle,  and  afterward 
the  miserable  retreat  of  Scott's  riflemen  and  the  situation  it  placed 
Gamett's  army  in,  and  think  by  playing  this  trick  on  me  they  will  get 
clear  of  it.  Let  me  get  this  arrest  settled  up  and  I'll  let  them  know 
that  I  will  let  the  world  hear  of  it. 

My  loss  is  great  by  the  Federal  troops  and  more  than  I  shall  ever 
recover,  but  tliat  I  care  nothing  about  so  we  can  gain  our  independence. 
They  can  have  all,  so  1  hat  I  can  say  I  am  once  more  a  free  man.  Please 
attend  to  this.  I  have  written  to  Governor  Letcher  and  you  will  see 
him  in  person  if  you  please.  Mr.  Morrall  will  say  a  few  words  in  this 
case. 

I  remain,  yours,  with  the  greatest  regard  and  respect, 

DR.  WASHINGTON  HILLEAEY. 

[First  indorsement.] 

John  Beannon,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  Doctor  Hilleary  should  be 
released.  I  know  that  he  retreated  with  the  army.  I  saw  him  at  Hut- 
tousville  with  a  sick  gentleman  in  his  carriage,  and  also  at  Greenbrier 
Eiver.  I  consider  it  an  outrage  upon  him  to  have  him  detained  here. 
I  have  nothing  to  write  about  our  army,  having  heard  nothing  definite. 
I  shall  not  leave  until  to-morrow.  Have  him  released  if  possible. 
Yours,  &c., 

L.  D.  MOERALL. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

I  have  known  Doctor  Hilleary  for  several  years.  He  haiS  always  been 
a  true  Southern  man,  and  I  am  greatly  surprised  that  any  suspicion  of 
unsoundness  should  have  attached  to  him.  Of  course  I  know  nothing 
of  the  charges  against  him,  but  cannot  from  my  knowledge  of  him  sup- 
I»ose  for  a  moment  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  any  act  inconsistent  with 
ills  knf)wn  devotion  to  the  Southern  cause  or  in  the  least  affecting  his 
integrity  as  a  man. 

JOHN  BEANNON. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

August  H,  1861. 
His  Excellency  the  President: 

1  am  satisfied  from  my  knowledge  of  Mr.  Brannon,  State  senator 
irom  the  district  in  which  Doctor  Hilleary  resides,  and  of  Mr.  Mor- 
rall, a  resident  also  of  the  district,  that  neither  of  them  would  ask  for 
the  release  of  an  unfaithful  or  disloyal  man.  Both  of  these  gentlemen 
have  been  driven  from  their  homes  in  consequence  of  their  loyalty  and 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  South.  Their  statements  satisfy  me  that 
Doctor  Hilleary  has  been  improperly  arrested  and  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged.   He  is  confined  at  Staunton,  Va. 

JOHN  LETCHEE. 
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Richmond,  Va.,  August  14, 1861. 
His  Excellency  John  Lktcheb,  Governor  of  Virginia  ; 

I  have  learned  with  regret  that  some  person  has  had  Dr.  Washington 
Hilleary,  a  former  resident  of  Randolph  County,  Va.,  arrested  on  sus- 
picion of  having  piloted  the  Federal  army  around  our  camp  at  Eich 
Mountain.  Knowing  that  these  suspicions  are  entirely  unfounded  I 
feel  that  great  injustice  is  being  done  to  one  of  our  friends.  I  there- 
fore make  the  following  statement  of  facts,  hoping  that  they  will  be 
sufficient  to  procure  his  immediate  release: 

Doctor  Hilleary  resides  about  two  miles  west  of  Camp  Graruett  (Eich 
Mountain),  at  Eoaring  Eun,  and  he  and  his  family  did  all  in  their  power 
to  befriend  and  relieve  our  little  army  while  it  was  at  Camp  Garnett, 
and  when  he  heard  that  the  Federal  army  was  approaching  he  asked 
us  to  send  our  teams  down  to  his  house  to  bring  to  our  camp  all  his 
grain,  saying  that  he  did  not  want  it  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Yankees,  and  he  for  safety  fled  to  Beverly  in  the  rear  of  our  camp,  and 
left  there  in  company  with  other  refugees  and  came  on  to  the  Valley  of 
Virginia,  where  he  was  arrested  and  taken  to  Staunton.  A  young  man 
by  the  name  of  Hart  (as  I  learned  while  a  prisoner)  acted  as  pilot  to 
the  Federal  army  in  their  march  through  Eich  Mountain. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  M.  HECK. 

tFirst  indorsement.] 

August  14,  1861. 
This  paper  has  been  handed  me  since  I  sent  the  papers  in  the  case 
of  Doctor  Hilleary  to  you  an  hour  since.    Be  kind  enough  to  file  it 
with  the  other  papers. 

JOHN  LETCHEE. 

[Second  indorsement.! 

I  have  made  inquiry  and  find  no  record  of  any  such  person  as  Dr. 
Washington  Hilleary  as  prisoner.  There  has  been  no  such  a  prisoner 
since  I  have  been  in  charge.  I  understand  that  there  are  two  prisoners 
in  the  penitentiary  who  do  not  properly  belong  there.  It  may  be  possi- 
ble that  one  of  them  be  Doctor  Hilleary. 
Eespectfully, 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier- General. 

Inquiry  has  been  made  at  the  penitentiary  and  no  such  person  is 
there. 

J.  H.  W. 


Case  of  Chaplain  John  F.  Mines. 

Wab  Department,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  August  8,  1861. 
General  Winder. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Mines,  who  represents  himself  as  an  Episcopal  clergyman, 
is  a  prisoner  on  parole,  and  is  staying  with  the  Eev.  Mr.  Peterkin,  the 
pastor  of  Saint  James  Church,  Eichmond.  This  Department  has  good 
reasons  to  believe  that  he  does  not  deserve  to  be  put  on  parole.  You 
will  therefore  have  him  arrested  at  once  and  confined  in  prison. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

A.  T.  BLEDSOE, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  War. 


SUSPECTED   AND    DISLOYAL   PEKSONS.  1509 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  8, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walkeb, 

Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America: 
The  undersigned  has  been  rearrested  -without  knowledge  of  any  fault 
on  his  part,  and  would  therefore  make  a  brief  plea  to  the  Department. 
I  am  an  Episcopal  clergyman  in  good  standing  and  chaplain  of  the 
Second  Maine  Regiment.  Always  a  Democrat  and  friendly  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Southern  States.  The  cry  that  the  Union  was  in  danger, 
and  that  there  was  a  Union  party  calling  on  us  for  helj)  liere,  led  me  to 
accompany  the  regiment  in  a  spiritual  capacity  as  chai)lain  of  the  Sec- 
ond Regiment  from  Maine.  I  was  deceived;  I  bitterly  repent  it,  and 
accordingly  over  my  own  hand  I  have  acknowledged  (as  far  as  in  me 
lay)  the  independence  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  They  (the  States 
of  the  Cojifederacy)  ought  to  be  free,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  be  allowed 
to  raise  my  voice  for  peace.  These  are  my  sentiments,  freely  expressed 
to  Doctor  Peterkin,  Dr.  Quintard  and  all  friends  here  founded  on  what 
1  have  learned  since  a  prisoner.  I  refer  with  all  resi)ect  to  what  I  have 
written  in  times  of  peace,  and  especially  to  a  printed  sermon  preached 
January  i,  1861,  for  the  testimony  to  my  opinions  in  times  past.  The 
Right  Reverend  Bishop  Atkinson,  of  North  Carolina,  remembers  the 
sermon,  as  it  was  noticed  in  the  Church  Intelligencer;  and  also  Doctor 
Quintard,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  a  chaplain  in  the  Confederate  army. 
With  all  respect  therefore  I  beg  to  refer  to  these  gentlemen,  with  Doc- 
tor Peterkin,  of  this  city,  as  references  for  my  character  and  as  host- 
ages for  my  good  conduct.  Our  church  has  had  nothing  to  do  with 
these  troubles,  and  her  clergy  where  they  have  accompanied  the  troops 
of  the  North  have  ministered  only  to  their  spiritual  necessities.  Doc- 
tor Quintard  has  known  me  personally  in  times  past,  and  to  him  I  make 
my  chiefest  reference,  begging  to  be  allowed  as  a  chaplain  to  find  a  quiet 
home  in  the  house  of  Doctor  Peterkin,  and  the  privileges  of  attending 
the  services  of  God's  house.  My  wife  and  little  ones,  and  my  sister, 
djing  of  consumption,  would  make  the  same  plea  for  my  youth;  father- 
less and  motherless  themselves  they  lean  on  my  frail  arm  for  support. 

I  am,  most  respectfully, 

JOHN  F.  MINES. 


Richmond,  Va.,  August  10, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walkee, 

Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America: 
The  undersigned  having  partially  ascertained  the  cause  of  his  deten- 
tion in  prison  would  respectfully  and  as  briefly  as  possible  present  his 
plea  as  follows:  I  understood  at  Manassas  that  1  was  <;harged  with 
using  severe  language  in  conversation.  I  thereupon  wrote  to  General 
Beauregard  stating  that  I  had  never  intentionally  violated  even  the 
spirit  of  my  parole;  that  I  had  been  attacked  violently  several  times  by 
strangers  and  oflflcers,  and  may  have  answered  them  severely  in  the 
presence  of  wounded  men  and  others,  but  that  I  had  never  sought 
any  controversy  and  had  never  spoken  unless  addressed.  Twice  I  was 
compelled  to  remind  gentlemen  that  I  was  a  prisoner  of  war  and  there- 
fore entitled  to  be  let  alone.  I  am  no  military  man  and  am  very  young; 
and  older  men  than  myself  better  acquainted  with  military  matters 
ought  not  to  have  led  me  into  trouble  by  questioning,  and  yet  I  ought 
to  have  remembered  that  exultation  is  unavoidable  in  the  hour  of  great 
victory,  and  so  if  I  have  erred  I  humbly  beg  pardon  both  of  God  and 
of  man.  As  a  minister  I  have  repented  bitterly  the  forgetting  that  a 
quiet  answer  turns  away  wrath,  while  as  a  man  I  have  felt  that  the 
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worm  might  be  pardoned  if  he  turned  again.  When  I  was  leaving 
Manassas  Colonel  Hatch  told  me  that  it  (my  coming  to  Richmond) 
would  make  no  difference  as  to  my  parole;  that  those  who  were  sent 
home  would  go  via  Fort  Monroe,  so  I  supposed  the  matter  was  settled 
as  far  as  I  was  concerned,  but  if  not  let  me  make  to  yourself  the  same 
plea  as  to  him  and  referring  to  honored  clergy  of  my  order  as  to  my 
character  let  me  beg  the  restoration  of  my  parole.  God  is  my  witness 
(and  let  my  past  character  testify  to  the  solemnity  of  the  oath)  that 
never  by  thought,  word  or  deed  have  I  intentionally  violated  the  solemn 
parole  that  I  hold  still  binding  upon  me. 

Since  I  have  been  here  I  have  met  the  Eeverend  Doctor  Quintard,  a 
personal  friend  and  now  chaplain  of  a  Tennessee  regiment;  and  Bishop 
Atkinson  is  here,  who  knows  me  by  reputation.  They  know  that  I 
belong  to  a  church  that  was  always  peaceful ;  that  my  own  sermons 
strove  for  peace  to  the  last;  that  my  word  and  character  are  unim- 
peachable, and  that  I  have  assured  them  of  a  total  change  in  my 
impressions  and  opinions  since  my  stay  here  and  my  consequent  desire 
to  go  back  with  words  of  peace.  I  have  by  my  parole  freely  and  fully 
acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 
I  did  it  freely  and  without  conditions  of  exchange  annexed.  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  every  day  strengthens  my  conviction  as  to  my  duty  to  have 
done  so  and  to  labor  for  peace;  and  I  appeal  to  you,  sir,  whether  one 
who  for  humanity's  sake  remained  behind  the  disgraceful  flight  of  the 
21st  would  ever  intentionally  utter  unprovoked  or  dishonorable  words? 
Let  them  who  know  me  and  my  unspotted  character  as  a  presbyter  of 
the  church  plead  against  such  an  accusation.  At  Manassas  I  sought 
to  comfort  the  wounded  and  dying.  I  soothed  the  last  hours  of  Major 
Ballou;  spent  a  night  with  Lieutenant  Adrian,  of  the  Louisiana  Si)ecial 
Battalion,  treated  with  kindness  never  to  be  forgotten ;  and  Mr.  Sprague, 
one  of  the  six  rescuers  of  Colonel  Gardner,  will  tell  you  that  he  dates 
the  dawn  of  a  new  life  from  a  Sunday  spent  with  me  in  the  barn  at 
Manassas.  Here  I  do  all  in  my  power,  ready  and  glad  to  work.  Young 
and  with  a  young  family,  a  non-combatant  and  not  strong  physically,  I 
make  this  plea,  that  as  for  humanity  and  religion's  sake  I  remained 
behind  the  rout  so  for  humanity's  sake  I  may  be  placed  on  my  parole 
and  released. 

With  great  respect,!  have  the  honor  to  be, your  humble  and  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  F.  MINES, 
Chaplain  Second  Regiment  Maine  Volunteers. 

P.  S. — I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  Eeverend  Doctor  Quintard,  of  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.;  to  Bishop  Atkinson,  of  J^orth  Carolina,  and  the  Eev.  F. 
Fitzgerald,  late  editor  of  the  Church  Intelligencer  at  Ualeigh,  and  now 
chaplain;  to  Reverend  Doctor  Peterkin,  and  to  Lieutenant  Adrian,  of 
the  Louisiana  Special  Battalion,  &c. 

Note.— Wednesday  night,  July  22, 1  spent  with  Lieutenant  Adrian, 
of  the  Louisiana  Special  Battalion,  having  long  conversations  with 
him.  He  will  gladly  testify,  I  doubt  not,  to  the  moderation  of  my 
sentiments  and  words.  Other  ofiicers  could  do  the  same  if  I  could 
recall  their  names. 

Laburnum,  November  16, 1861. 
Hon.  Jefferson  Davis,  President,  &c. 

My  Dear  Sir:  There  is  a  Yankee  chaplain  named  Mines  now  in 
confinement  in  Richmond  as  a  prisoner  of  war  who  is  most  importunate 
to  be  released.    Having  been  arrested  at  my  suggestion  his  appeals 
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have  been  addressed  to  me  and  by  me  have  been  laid  before  the  Var 
Department.  Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Benjamin  have  declined  to  dis- 
charge him,  and  in  consequence  of  a  recent  letter  from  him  I  obtained 
the  permission  of  Mr.  Beujamiu  to  lay  the  case  before  you,  so  that  it 
may  be  finally  decided  and  his  imprisonment  or  his  importunities  put 
an  end  to.  To  his  first  letter  I  wrote  a  reply  which  was  sent  to  him  by 
the  War  Department  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  place  before  you  a 
copy  of  that  letter  and  reply,  with  his  last  letter  to  me,  as  containing  a 
full  statement  of  the  case  on  both  sides.  Bishop  Atkinson  took  much 
interest  in  his  case  when  he  was  here  and  urges  his  discharge,  and  has 
written  a  letter  about  It  to  Bishop  Burgess  in  the  event  of  the  pris- 
oner's discharge.  While  I  defer  sincerely  to  the  decisions  of  the  hon- 
orable Secretaries  I  yet  confess  that  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  do 
more  good  than  harm  to  discharge  the  chaplain  and  publish  his  letter. 
With  the  highest  respect,  I  am,  most  truly,  yours, 

JAMES  LYONS. 

[IncloaiaTe  TXo.  1.] 

EiOHMOWD,  Va.,  August  16, 1861. 
James  Lyons,  Esq. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Understanding  from  the  Secretary  of  War  that  my 
conversation  with  yourself  at  Manassas  is  the  cause  of  the  present 
detention  here  I  hasten  to  send  you  a  line  of  explanation  and  apology. 
If  in  anything  that  I  said  I  gave  cause  for  offense  to  you  I  apologize  for 
it  now  as  a  Christian  minister  and  a  Christian  man.  I  had  no  inten- 
tion of  giving  offense  to  yourself  or  to  the  Government,  merely  to  reply 
frankly  to  the  questions  asked  me  as  to  why  no  troops  came  across  the 
Potomac,  &c. 

Personally  I  never  had  and  have  not  now  any  animosity  to  the  South. 
I  have  always  been  a  pro-slavery  man  and  a  Democrat  of  the  Southern 
school,  as  a  sermon  preached  January  4  of  this  year  and  subsequently 
published  by  request  will  testify.  The  clergy  whom  I  have  met  here 
(Bishop  Atkinson,  Doctor  Qnintard,  of  Tennessee,  and  others)  will  tes- 
tify how  I  labored  and  prayed  for  peace  to  the  last;  and  at  the  last  a 
place  as  chaplain  was  offered  me  and  I  only  accepted  on  the  written 
advice  of  my  bishop.  His  advice  I  have  followed  in  always  making  the 
minister  superior  to  the  officer  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  I  brought 
my  surplice  with  me  in  my  trunk  and  used  it.  Trying  still  to  do  my 
duty  I  remained  behind  our  routed  troops  to  minister  to  the  wounded 
and  dying,  trying  to  save  some  souls  among  them.  For  this  act  of 
humanity  and  religion  I  was  paroled  at  Manassas  and  came  down  here 
by  order  of  General  Beauregard  (Colonel  Hatch  telling  me  that  it  would 
make  no  difference  as  to  my  parole),  expecting  to  be  sent  home  via 
Fortress  Monroe.  Here  I  was  paroled  and  again  arrested  and  upon 
your  kindness  I  throw  myself,  asking  a  release  for  humanity  and  reli- 
gion's sake. 

Since  I  have  been  here  my  views  of  the  state  of  the  conflict  have 
changed.  Finding  how  grossly  we  were  deceived  in  being  led  to  think 
that  there  was  a  Union  party  here  who  asked  our  protection;  finding  a 
united  South  and  a  people  thoroughly  in  earnest,  I  desire  to  have  noth- 
ing more  to  do  with  it  but  to  labor  and  to  pray  for  peace  and  peaceful 
separation,  and  I  write  this  with  my  own  hand  and  over  my  own  signa 
ture,  to  stand  as  a  witness  for  me.  I  am,  sir,  a  non-combatant  and  a 
clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church;  of  unblemished  character,  as  cler- 
gjrmen  of  the  South  who  know  me  will  testify.  I  am  out  of  health ;  a 
severe  cold  has  settled  on  my  lungs  and  my  imprisonment  will  only 
result  in  death  by  the  disease  that  carried  away  my  father,  mother  and 
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sister,  and  has  seized  upon  my  younger  and  only  sister  and  I  fear  on 
myself.  My  wife  is  also  fatherless  and  motherless  and  with  her  two 
babes  is  waiting  anxiously  for  me.  They  lean  upon  my  youth,  and  I 
had  promised  when  my  three  months  were  up  to  return  to  them,  for  I  was 
sick  of  camp  and  of  war.  Let  me  add  too  that  my  wife  fears  she  will 
be  confined  again  this  winter,  and  will  you  not  tlieii  intercede  with  the 
Secretary  of  War  (for  in  your  hands  it  lies)  that  we  may  not  sicken  and 
die  away  from  each  other.  A  release,  though  it  were  even  to  go  home 
and  die  among  my  friends  would  gladden  them  beyond  measure  and 
the  Father  of  the  fatherless  would  reward  the  kindness.  1  am  very 
young  and  may  have  been  imjtrudent. 

In  case  of  my  release  Bishop  Atkinson  proposes  to  write  to  Bishop 
Burgess,  of  Maine,  with  whom  he  is  acquainted,  informing  him  of  the 
circumstance  of  my  release  and  of  what  will  be  expected  of  me.  The 
bishop  then  can  keep  his  eye  upon  me  and  put  his  ecclesiastical  com- 
mands on  me.  As  you  are  doubtless  aware  the  discipline  of  our  church 
gives  the  bishop  power  among  his  presbyters,  and  the  infringement  of 
parole  or  the  conditions  of  release  would  subject  me  to  censure  and  dis- 
grace. With  this  arrangement  and  with  my  explanation  and  apology, 
I  hope,  my  dear  sir,  that  you  can  ask  of  the  Secretary  of  War  that  I 
may  be  returned  to  my  home,  to  my  wife  and  little  ones  and  my  dying 
sister. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  F.  MINES, 
Chaplain  Second  Maine  Regiment  and  late 

Rector  Grace  Church,  Baltimore,  Md. 

[luclosure  No.  2.] 

Laburnum,  Near  Kichmond,  August  18,  1861. 
Eev.  John  P.  Mines. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant.  It  is 
exceedingly  touching  and  even  if  I  disbelieved  its  profession  of  peni- 
tence I  would  say  if  I  had  the  power:  "Spare  him  and  let  him  return 
to  his  wife  and  little  children  and  let  his  joy  and  their  joy  at  his  deliv- 
erance and  reunion  with  them  ])urify  his  heart  and  teach  him  to  repent 
of  the  great  crime  he  has  committed  in  invading  our  peaceful  land  with 
an  army  of  plunderers  for  the  purpose  of  making  our  wives  widows, 
our  children  fatherless,  and  our  parents  childless,  although  none  of 
them  had  ever  wronged  or  sought  to  injure  hiin  or  his  or  those  in  whose 
bloody  service  he  came." 

But  I  hope  and  believe  that  you  are  not  seeking  to  escape  from  the 
consequences  of  one  crime  by  committing  another  and  are  sincerely 
penitent  and  therefore  1  sincerely  forgive  you;  for  if  a  penitent  may 
be  forgiven  for  sinning  against  his  God  he  may  be  forgiven  for  any 
other  sin  though  it  be  as  great  as  yours.  You  are  not,  however,  in  my 
power  but  in  that  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  and  the  magnan- 
imous and  gallant  gentleman  who  as  President  of  our  new  Confederacy 
so  nobly  leads  ns  in  the  way  to  victory  and  liberty.  You  were  arrested 
upon  my  testimony  but  not  as  your  apology  would  seem  to  indicate  for 
any  ofleuse  to  me,  but  because  upon  that  testimony  you  were  in  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  Secretary  (who  if  he  errs  at  all  in  respect  to 
prisoners  errs  on  the  side  of  mercy)  the  active  enemy  of  his  country 
found  on  the  battle-tield  and  still  impenitent  and  vindictive.  In  order 
to  do  justice  to  that  opinion  allow  me  in  no  unkind  spirit  and  with 
no  view  to  wouaid  you  (I  assure  you)  recall  to  your  memory  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  we  met  and  some  at  least  of  the  occurrences  at 
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that  time.  We  met  in  the  hospital  uot  far  from  the  field  on  which 
Sherman's  (liicketts')  battery  was  captured,  which  was  filled  with  your 
wounded  couutrymeu  who  had  beeu  abandoned  as  hundreds  of  others 
of  them  were  by  their  army,  their  surgeons  and  their  chaplains,  in 
misery  to  die  upon  the  field  if  not  rescued  by  the  brave  and  kind- 
hearted  men  whom  they  had  sought  for  destruction.  I  found  you  appar- 
ently well,  in  the  garb  of  an  officer,  in  the  midst  of  the  wounded  and 
dying  and  in  sight  of  the  battle-field  which  though  filled  with  graves 
was  still  covered  with  your  slain.  You  seemed  to  be  inteUigent  and  I 
asked  permission  of  you  to  propound  one  or  two  questions  to  you.  You 
gave  it  and  I  said,  "  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  tell  me  what  view 
of  the  subject  induced  you  to  invade  our  country  and  take  part  in  a  war 
which  has  brought  upon  your  own  people  (pointing  to  the  wounded)  so 
much  sufiering  and  was  intended  to  inflict  greater  ills  upon  us?"  You 
replied:  "I  am  a  chaplain,  an  Episcopal  clergymen.  I  had  escaped 
beyond  the  reach  of  harm,  but  my  conscience  made  me  come  back  to 
look  after  the  wounded,"  I  then  expressed  my  surprise  that  you  should 
be  here,  as  at  the  North  the  only  religious  denominations  which  had 
made  any  show  of  resisting  the  war  and  defending  the  rights  of  the 
South  were  the  Episcopalians  and  Catholics ;  to  which  you  rejoined  that 
"more  than  half  the  chaplains  in  the  army  were  Episcopalians  and 
Democrats  who  had  been  changed  in  a  night  from  opponents  to  advo- 
cates of  the  war  by  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter,"  and  you  proceeded  to 
justify  the  war  not  only  on  that  ground  but  upon  the  ground  that  the 
North  could  never  acknowledge  the  right  of  secession,  but  must  treat 
secession  as  rebellion  and  put  it  down,  and  upbraided  us  for  our  incon- 
sistency in  denying  to  the  revolting  ])ortion  of  Northwestern  Virginia, 
whose  conduct  you  justified,  the  right  of  secession  which  the  South 
claimed;  and  when  1  pointed  out  the  difierence  in  the  cases,  showing 
first  that  the  northwest  did  not  propose  to  secede,  and  secondly  was 
acting  in  plain  violation  of  the  statute  of  Virginia  which  denounces 
as  treason  any  attempt  to  set  up  another  government  in  Virginia  in 
opposition  to  the  existing  government  and  in  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  (late)  United  States  which  forbids  the  division  of  any 
State  without  the  assent  both  of  Congress  and  the  State  legislature, 
you  still  defended  the  Peirpoiut  government,  saying  that  you  were 
familiar  with  the  Constitution,  though  you  afterward  confessed  that 
you  had  not  read  it  since  you  left  school.  You  expressed  these  senti- 
ments in  an  excited  and  as  it  seemed  to  me  in  a  most  vindictive 
manner. 

The  result  of  the  whole  interview  was  to  impress  me,  as  it  did  our 
excellent  surgeon,  Doctor  Smith,  of  the  Seventh  Louisiana  Kegiment, 
who  was  attending  your  wounded,  and  my  brother  in-law,  Major  Tenn, 
of  the  same  regiment,  who  were  auditors  and  spectators  of  the  scene, 
with  the  conviction  that  you  were  a  most  improper  person  to  be  at 
large  and  especially  among  the  prisoners.  In  addition  to  this  Doctor 
Smith  afterward  told  me  that  you  intermeddled  with  his  treatment  of 
the  wounded  prisoners  and  ejideavored  to  dissatisfy  them  with  it,  and 
he  believed  that  you  also  repressed  in  them  any  tendency  to  penitence 
and  stimulated  them  to  the  maintenance  of  your  own  views.  Of  the 
correctness  of  these  opinions,  certainly  of  the  first,  1  had  the  evidence 
of  my  own  senses  before  I  left  the  hospital.  In  addition  to  these  things 
I  heard  you  spoken  of  at  a  subsequent  time  in  terms  of  condemnation 
by  others,  who  expressed  the  opinion  that  you  ought  not  to  be  at  large. 
'  When  therefore  I  heard  that  you  were  in  Richmond  1  felt  it  my  duty 
to  communicate  all  that  I  knew  about  you  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  War  and  to  express  the  opinion  that  you  ought  to  be  arrested, 
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altbougli  you  had  found  shelter  iu  the  house  of  my  friend  than  whom 
a  more  loyal  and  upright  man  does  not  live,  and  in  my  opinion  you  were 
propei'ly  arrested.  But  you  confess  your  error  and  profess  repentance, 
and  as  1  have  said  I  freely  forgive  you,  although  you  have  justified  aud 
taken  part  iu  this  war  against  us,  which  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  is  the 
most  unholy  which  ever  was  waged  aud  has  been  conducted  in  a  man- 
ner the  most  infamous  and  most  barbarous  which  ever  has  been  prac- 
ticed by  a  nation  professing  Christianity.  It  could  not  well  be  otherwise 
however  when  the  man  who  coldly  planned  the  war  in  October  last — and 
now  marshals  the  hosts  against  us  which  must  desecrate  and  efface  the 
graves  of  his  own  children  and  those  of  his  wife's  father  and  mother 
before  his  vengeance  and  vanity  can  be  gratified  by  our  subjugation — ^is 
a  renegade  and  parricide. 

I  will  promptly  communicate  your  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
and  he  will  do  I  have  no  doubt  all  that  honor  and  humanity  require. 
Sure  I  am  that  he  will  not  imitate  the  example  of  your  Government  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Faulkner  who — returning  to  its  jurisdiction  from  foreign 
service  for  it  in  order  to  jjerform  his  last  act  of  duty  to  it — without 
offense  of  any  kind  because  of  his  nationality  alone  has  been  committed 
to  a  loathsome  prison,  although  his  Avife  and  children  anxiously  await 
him  in  Virginia,  as  yours  do  iu  Maine.  While  to  you,  however,  I  would 
willingly  extend  the  mercy  which  you  seek  because  of  your  vocation, 
your  sickness  and  penitence,  allow  me  to  say  that  your  case  if  you  are 
discharged  on  parole  should  be  regarded  as  the  exception  which  proves 
the  rule  and  not  the  rule.  Your  prisoners  should  be  guarded  carefully, 
and  for  each  one  of  ours  who  may  be  sacrificed  by  your  Government 
twenty  of  yours  should  meet  a  similar  fate.  You  will  I  hope  not  be  one 
of  that  number,  but  will  return  in  safety  to  your  home  to  embrace  your 
wife  and  children  and  teach  your  people  to  repent  of  the  crime  they 
have  committed  in  slaughtering  their  own  people  as  well  as  ours  with- 
out cause,  and  also  to  disabuse  them  of  the  error  under  which  they 
labor  when  they  suppose  that  the  Soutli  can  be  subjugated.  Tell  them 
that  when  there  is  not  a  man  left  to  confront  the  foe,  nor  women  to 
nurse  and  cheer  the  wounded;  when  the  sun  shall  cease  to  warm  the 
South,  and  the  notes  of  our  mocking  bird  shall  be  hushed  in  desi)air, 
then  and  not  till  then  will  they  conquer  the  South. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.lAMES  LYONS. 

[Inclosure  No.  3.] 

Richmond  Factory  Prison,  October  34,  1861. 
Hon.  James  Lyons,  Gommissioner  C.  8.  Army. 

Sir:  I  fear  that  you  have  forgotten  in  the  pressure  of  other  business 
that  a  chaj)lain — a  non-combatant — has  been  kept  for  three  months  in 
the  common  prison,  doubly  punished  by  being  deprived  of  all  that 
which  is  necessary  to  the  spiritual  well-being  of  a  clergyman.  Let  me 
again  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  on  your  testimony  alone  I 
was  deprived  of  my  parole,  and  I  suppose  that  the  same  person  that 
bound  me  can  unloose.  And  also  let  me  beg  you  to  remember  the 
agony  of  the  family  from  whom  I  am  parted,  a  family  who  never 
expected  that  a  non-combatant  could  be  kept  as  a  prisoner.  To  God 
and  your  sense  of  what  is  right  and  humane  I  commit  myself.  Volun- 
tarily when  I  had  time  and  means  to  escape  I  intrusted  myself,  a  non- 
combatant,  iuto  the  hands  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  Before  God, 
my  Judge  and  Savior,  my  hands  are  clean  frem  aught  save  having 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  North  and  having  expressed  my  then  views 
very  warmly  to  your  honor  in  a  private  conversation  that  was  not  sought 
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by  me.    Will  you  who  hear  the  cause  of  others  listen  to  this  of  mine 
and  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  for  my  family's  sake,  report  me  to  the 
Secretary  for  a  release?    The  sorrows  of  the  last  three  months  will 
atone  for  a  multitude  of  sins. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

JOHN  P.  MINES, 
Presbyter  and  Prisoner. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Ben.tamin,  Acting  Secretary  of  War: 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  to  the 
case  of  Chaplain  J.  F.  Mines,  which  he  will  find  fully  explained  in  the 
copies  of  a  letter  from  him  to  me  and  my  reply  to  it,  and  respectfully 
ask  that  the  case  may  be  decided,  as  he  continues  to  importune  me  by 
letters  to  which  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  reply  without  the  authority 
of  the  War  Department.  The  original  of  my  reply  to  him  was  sent  to 
the  late  honorable  Secretary  of  War  and  never  acted  on  finally  by  him. 
It  has  never  yet  been  sent  to  the  prisoner. 
EespectfuUy, 

JAMES  LYONS. 


Case  of  Arnold  Harris. 

Richmond,  August  5, 1861. 
Mr.  President: 

I  most  respectfully  ask  that  you  will  hear  from  me  a  statement  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Arnold  Harris,*  now  confined  in  this  city  by  military 
authority.  This  statement  I  consider  no  less  due  to  yourself  than  to 
him,  because  I  know  that  it  is  your  desire  in  all  cases,  as  it  is  your  pre- 
rogative in  this,  to  be  just.  I  know,  Mr.  President,  that  you  are  occu- 
pied almost  without  intermission  by  grave  duties,  but  I  hope  you  will 
turn  aside  a  moment  to  consider  this. 

I  remained  in  Washington  City  for  some  time  after  the  formation  of 
the  Confederate  Government  and  visited  that  place  again  in  March  on 
business  of  that  Government.  I  then  frequently  met  Mr.  Harris,andhad 
repeated  conversations  with  him  upon  the  political  condition  of  the 
country,  alone  and  in  presence  of  others.  He  expressed  himself  earn- 
estly and  consistently  publicly  and  privately  in  favor  of  the  South, 
and  no  one  was  regarded  by  our  friends  as  more  warmly  with  us  in 
feeling  and  opinion  than  he.  He  was  trusted  as  far  as  any  one,  and  I 
have  yet  to  learn  that  he  abused  our  confidence.  He  left  Washington 
City  in  April  for  Kentucky  (where  his  family  now  is),  and  I  am  assured 
by  gentlemen  of  that  State  that  he  there  openly  maintained  our  cause 
and  vindicated  our  conduct. 

He  returned  to  Washington  only  in  July  and  upon  business,  purely 
private,  connected  with  the  estate  of  the  late  Senator  Douglas  of  which 
he  is  a  creditor.  He  assures  me  that  he  is  in  no  wise  connected  with 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  nor  any  of  its  operations;  that  he 
has  not  now  and  never  has  had  since  the  secession  of  the  first  State 
any  connection  with  it  in  the  way  of  contracts  or  otherwise. 

The  principle  of  international  law  that  all  the  citizens  of  an  enemy's 
country  are  enemies  has  neither  been  adopted  by  us  in  fact  nor  theory, 
for  citizens  of  Kentucky,  Maryland  and  Missouri  are  permitted  to  go 
and  come  as  freely  as  those  of  any  of  the  Confederate  States.    The  dif- 


'  See  p.  995,  Vol.  II,  First  Series,  foi  irest  of  Harris. 
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ferent  circuiu stances  under  wliioli  Mr.  Harris  came  are  not  believed  to 
constitute  his  case  an  exceiJtion,  lie  came  with  another  person  (hav- 
ing the  same  object)  to  our  lines  iu  open  day,  along  the  common  high- 
way and  without  arms.  He  presented  a  letter  for  the  commanding 
officer  disclosing  the  object  for  which  he  came,  one  of  kindness  and 
humanity,  rendered  to  the  tears  and  supplications  of  a  grief- stricken 
woman  to  find  the  bodj'^  of  her  husband.  Their  coming  was  not  at  the 
instance  of  the  Government  or  any  of  its  oiflcers.  It  was  their  indi- 
vidual act,  presuming  for  safety  and  indulgence  on  the  nature  of  their 
mission  and  tlie  well  understood  proclivities  of  one  of  them  to  shield 
them  from  suspicion. 

Mr.  Magraw  frankly  avows  that  he  with  others  has  a  transportation 
contract  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  entered  into  in 
1859  and  which  was  extended  and  modified  the  past  spring  by  the  then 
Quartermaster-Cxeneral,  Joseph  E.  Johnston.  For  the  execution  of  this 
contract  his  bond  is  outstanding  and  he  has  no  power  to  release  himself 
from  its  performance.  Beyond  this  he  has  no  other  connection  with  this 
.Government  and  has  sought  none  from  the  present  administration. 

Mr.  Harris  through  me  has  requested  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War  to  call  for  a  report  from  Colonel  Stuart,  who  was  in  command  at 
Fairfax,  of  the  manner  in  which  he  approached  our  lines  and  all  the 
circumstances  attending  his  arrest.  Upon  this  he  feels  that  he  may 
safely  rely  to  prove  Avhat  has  been  herein  stated  concerning  it.  It  is  the 
desire  of  many  friends  of  Mr.  Harris,  they  too  true  Southern  men,  that 
you  would  exercise  your  merciful  and  just  prerogative  both  in  his  behalf 
and  in  that  of  Mr.  Irtlagraw.  They  are  willing  to  waive  all  forms  and 
place  their  case  before  any  tribunal,  civil  or  military,  to  which  you  may 
think  it  proper  to  remit  them  so  that  they  may  be  able  to  relieve  them- 
selves from  these  j)ainful  personal  discomforts  and  from  what  is  far  more 
bitter,  the  reproach  of  having  come  as  spies. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  BREWSTER. 

P.  S. — 1  hope  to  have  the  honor  of  having  your  conclusion  communi- 
cated to  me  iu  such  way  as  you  may  think  proper. 

[H.  P.  B.] 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  29, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

SiK:  Your  generous  treatment  of  Nelson,*  of  Tennessee,  which  has 
and  will  make  for  you  and  the  Confederate  States  many  friends,  induces 
me  to  hope  that  in  the  same  noble  si)irit  you  will  release  Arnold  Harris 
from  prison  and  permit  him  to  leturn  with  me  to  his  wife  and  friends 
in  Kentucky.  From  a  full  examination  of  his  case  and  from  my  own 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Harris,  iu  Kentucky,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  he 
ought  to  be  released.  If  a  spy  he  ought  to  be  tried.  Every  circum- 
stance, however,  shows  that  he  did  not  come  in  that  cai)acity,  and  the 
time  when  he  left  Washington  taken  in  connection  with  the  time  of 
Cameron's  flag  of  truce  demonstrates  that  he  (Harris)  had  no  connection 
with  the  insulting  communication  of  Lincoln's  official. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GKORGB  W.  JOHNSON. 

P.  S. — I  leave  to-morrow  morning  for  Louisville. 

G.  W.  J. 


*  See  Vol.  I,  tliis  series,  p.  824,  for  arrest  of  T.  A.  R.  Nelson. 
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War  Department,  Richmond,  August  31, 1861. 
His  Excelleucy  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  lionor  to  submit  the  following  papers  lu  the  case  of 
Arnold  Harris : 

First.  Copy  of  the  letter  to  this  Department  from  Hons.  E.  W.  John- 
sou,  W.  W.  Boyce,  L.  M.  Keitt,  Thomas  S.  Bocock  and  Eoger  A.  Pryor, 
of  date  July  25,  1861. 

Second.  Copy  of  the  letter  of  this  Department  in  answer  to  the  above, 
of  date  July  2«,  1801. 

Third.  Copy  of  the  letter  of  Arnold  Harris  to  the  same  gentlemen,  in 
relation  to  the  above  correspondence,  of  date  August  18, 1861. 

Fourth.  Copy  of  the  letter  of  Arnold  Harris  to  his  former  partner, 
Mr.  Abrams,  of  New  Orleans,  referred  to  in  the  above  letter. 

Fifth.  Copy  of  the  letter  of  A.  Buford,  of  Kentucky,  to  Arnold  Har- 
ris, of  date  Versailles,  Ky.,  August  18, 1861. 

Sixth.  The  letter  of  the  Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge,  of  Kentucky,  to 
Your  Excellency,  of  date  Lexington,  Ky.,  August  18, 1861,  in  relation 
to  Arnold  Harris  (a  copy  of  which  is  also  retained  on  file  in  this 
Department). 

The  above  papers  are  all  the  records  on  the  flies  of  this  Department 
in  relation  to  Arnold  Harris,  and  are  submitted  to  you  at  his  request. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 
Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosnre  No.  1.] 

ElCHMOND,  July  25  [1861.] 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War: 

The  under-sigued  lespectfully  represent  that  Arnold  Harris  is  a  cap- 
tive, confined  in  this  city  among  the  prisoners  taken  at  and  after  the 
battle  of  Manassas.  We  also  state  on  information  that  Mr.  Harris  is 
quite  sick.  We  give  the  assurance  to  you  that  we  have  long  known 
him  to  be  in  all  respects  devoted  to  and  residing  in  the  South;  that  he 
is  no  enemy  to  thie  Grovernment  we  feel  assured,  and  therefore  that  his 
continued  confinement  is  to  be  deplored.  We  ask  his  immediate  exami- 
nation, and  propose  to  make  personally  our  individual  statements  in  his 
behalf  if  necessary. 
We  ask  his  release,  and  are,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

E.  W.  JOHNSON. 

W.  W,  BOYCE. 

L.  M.  KEITT. 

TH.  S.  BOCOCK. 

EOGEE  A.  PEYOE. 

I'.  S. — On  second  thought  we  have  concluded  to  entreat  of  you  the 
immediate  release  of  Mr.  Harris  on  condition  that  we  take  him  into 
custody  and  personally  pledge  ourselves  for  his  appearance  before  you 
whenever  required. 

Very  respectfully, 

EOGEE  A.  PEYOE. 

L.  M.  KEITT. 

W.  W.  BOYCE. 

TH.  S.  BOCOCK. 

E.  W.  JOHNSON. 
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flnclosuro  No.  2.] 

War  Department,  0.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  July  36, 1861. 
Hons.  E.  W.  Johnson,  W.  W.  Boycb,  L.  M.  Kmtt,  Th.  S.  Booock, 
KoGEE  A.  Pryor. 

Gentlemen  :  This  Department  has  received  your  communication  of 
the  25th  instant  in  which  you  ask  the  release  of  Arnold  Harris,  now  a 
prisoner  in  confinement  in  this  city,  and  offer  to  take  the  said  Harris 
under  your  personal  custody,  assuring  the  Department  that  in  your 
opinion  "he  is  no  enemy  to  this  Government,  and  therefore  that  his 
continued  confinement  is  to  be  deplored." 

The  Secretary  of  War  would  be  personally  disposed  to  grant  any 
request  sanctioned  by  names  so  distinguished  for  patriotism  and  for 
eminent  public  services  as  are  yours,  and  he  has  therefore  given  to 
your  petition  the  most  careful  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  favorable 
consideration,  but  he  regrets  to  say  that  he  cannot  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  would  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest  or  with  his 
own  of&cial  duty  to  grant  the  request  which  you  prefer.  Arnold  Harris 
was  taken  prisoner  in  our  camp  at  the  close  of  battle,  which  it  was 
hoped  by  our  foes  would  be  fatal  to  our  cause.  He  was  found  with  the 
enemy,  in  company  with  those  who  sought  our  destruction;  in  searcb 
moreover  of  the  dead  body  of  the  brother*  of  the  very  man  who  had 
presided  ofl&cially  over  all  the  operations  of  war  which  had  been 
employed  against  us.  If  it  be  pleaded  that  he  was  theje  at  the  sacred 
behest  of  private  friendship,  and  if  (difficult  though  it  be  to  reconcile 
such  conduct  with  the  sentiment  of  patriotism  toward  our  Government) 
that  plea  must  be  admitted,  it  is  at  least  strange  that  knowing  as  he 
did  so  well  from  previous  experience  in  the  U.  S.  service  the  usages  of 
civilized  warfare  he  did  not  avail  himself  of  a  flag  of  truce  which 
would  have  secured  him  safety  and  respect,  but  came  a  voluntary  tres- 
passer upon  a  field  where  all  are  enemies  who  are  not  friends.  And  if 
in  this  renouncement  of  a  flag  of  truce  there  was  meant  to  be  expressed 
no  sympathy  with  those  who  claim  to  deny  us  as  rebels  the  rights  and 
courtesies  of  civilized  warfare,  it  was  at  least  a  proceeding  which  this 
Department  cannot  recognize  as  entitled  to  immunity,  when  such  rec- 
ognition would  set  a  precedent  which  might  be  claimed  in  future  by 
every  spy  found  within  our  camps. 

These  considerations  alone  would  be  quite  sufi&cient  to  make  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  doubt  the  propriety  of  granting  your  request  however 
favorably  in  this  case  he  might  be  disposed  to  regard  your  intercession. 
But  there  are  other  considerations  which  are  decisive.  Information  is 
in  the  possession  of  this  Department  that  this  Arnold  Harris  has  been 
and  is  a  contractor  with  the  United  States  Government,  and  as  such  has 
had  large  contracts  with  the  War  Department  of  that  Government  for 
the  supply  it  may  be  of  those  very  means  of  war  which  have  been  so 
lavishly  employed  against  us,  and  it  is  known  that  since  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  between  the  two  Governments  he  has  resided  by 
choice  in  Washington  in  intimate  association  with  the  Secretary  of  War 
himself  and  with  that  brother  who  is  said  to  have  fallen  while  fighting 
against  us.  If  these  things  be  true,  as  they  are  believed  to  be  true  by 
this  Department,  he  can  certainly  be  nothing  less  than  an  enemy.  If 
he  should  still  claim  allegiance  to  this  Government  he  would  be  indeed 
a  traitor. 

The  Secretary  of  War  therefore  deeply  regrets  that  he  cannot  grant 
your  magnanimous  request,  which  he  regards  as  only  another  instance 

*  Col,  James  Cameron,  killed  at  Bull  Bun. 
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of  that  generous  confidence  and  syrapatliv  which  the  people  of  the 
South  have  only  too  often  displayed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully, 

L.  r.  WALKEE, 

•  Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclusure  No.  3.] 

Richmond,  August  18, 1861. 
Hons.  R.  W.  Johnson,  W.  W.  Boyce,  L.  M.  Keitt,  Thomas  S. 
BooocK,  Roger  A.  Pryor. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  just  been  furnished  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  a  communication  you  were  so  kind  as 
to  voluntarily  make  asking  for  my  release  and  to  take  me  into  your 
personal  custody.  The  reply  is  based  upon  an  entire  misunderstanding 
of  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  I  deem  it  due  to  you  wlio  so  generously 
made  the  offer  of  your  personal  honor  to  vouch  for  me  to  make  a  brief 
statement  for  your  satisfaction,  and  with  a  hope  that  the  honorable 
Secretary  may  after  an  examination  and"  farther  retiection  reverse  his 
decision. 

The  honorable  Secretary  says : 

Arnold  Harris  was  taken  prisoner  in  our  camp  at  tlie  close  of  a  battle.  He  was 
found  with  the  enemy,  in  company  with  those  who  sought  our  destruction,  in  search 
of  the  dead  body,  &c.,  knowing  as  he  did  so  well  from  previous  experience  in  the 
U.  S.  service  the  usages  of  civinzed  warfare.  He  did  not  avail  himself  of  a  flag  of 
truce,  which  would  have  secured  him  safety  and  respect,  but  came  a  voluntary  tres- 
passer upon  a  field  where  all  who  are  not  friends  are  enemies. 

I  can  show  that  I  was  not  taken  on  a  battle-field  with  enemies  at  the 
close  of  a  battle,  &c.,  nor  was  I  a  voluntary  trespasser  inside  of  the 
Confederate  lines.  1  did  not  leave  Washington  until  Monday  after  the 
battle  at  5  p.  m.,  when  more  than  half  the  defeated  army  had  reached 
the  city.  We  lodged  at  Taylor's,  ten  miles  from  Washington,  and 
arrived  at  Fairfax  Oourt-House  early  in  forenoon  of  Tuesday.  We 
met  no  pickets,  passed  no  sentinels,  and  on  our  arrival  there  1  do  not 
think  there  was  a  Confederate  officer  or  soldier  there.  In  a  short  time 
a  Captain  Jones,  whom  I  knew,  came  up  and  informed  me  that  Colonel 
Stuart,  commanding  the  advance  column,  would  soon  arrive.  When 
he  did  arrive  about  half  an  hour  from  that  time  I  introduced  myself 
to  him  and  presented  the  letter  addressed  to  General  Beauregard  or 
the  Commanding  General  of  the  Confederate  Army,  requesting  per- 
mission to  cross  the  lines,  which  would  explain  the  object  of  my  being 
there.  Colonel  Stuart  replied  after  reading  the  letter  that  he  would 
forward  it  to  headquarters  at  Manassas,  and  meanwhile  be  would  detain 
us  in  his  camp,  which  he  was  going  to  establish  a  short  distance  from 
town  toward  Washington.  We  returned  with  him  and  remained  several 
hours,  when  Colonel  Stuart  informed  us  he  was  directed  to  send  us 
forward  to  Manassas. 

I  did  not  see  General  Beauregard's  reply  to  my  application  until  it 
was  published  in  the  papers  of  this  city.  We  supposed  our  request 
had  been  granted ;  that  if  it  had  been  refused  we  would  have  been 
ordered  to  return.  We  had  not  come  within  the  lines,  were  not  volun- 
tary trespassers  in  the  Confederate  camp,  nor  were  we  with  enemies  of 
tbe  Confederacy,  We  came  to  the  line  and  asked  respectfully  to  cross. 
No  thought  of  attempting  to  evade  any  of  the  usages  of  civilized  war- 
lare  by  getting  across  imijroperly  or  doing  any  act  in  opposition  to  the 
orders  or  policy  of  the  Confederate  Government  ever  entered  our  heads. 
Our  mission  was  entirely  of  a  personal  character,  and  as  such  expected 
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that  it  would  be  so  regarded  and  that  we  would  not  be  held  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  the  Ciovernnient  at  Washinji^ton  in  regard  to  flags  of 
truce. 

As  to  the  charge  that  1  have  had  "large  contracts  with  the  United 
States  Government  and  am  on  terms  of  intimate  association  with  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  that  brother,  &c.,"  I  deny  it  entirely.  1  have 
not  one  cent's  interest  in  any  contract  with  that  Government.  I  have 
never  received  one  cent  from  it  in  any  shape,  nor  do  I  ever  expect  to. 
My  associations  with  the  Secretary  of  War  are  not  intimate.  I  think 
I  have  not  seen  him  more  than  twice  since  he  has  been  Secretary,  and 
then  only  accidentally  and  but  for  a  moment.  His  brother  1  knew 
but  very  slightly,  never  having  seen  him  but  twice. 

As  to  my  residing  in  Washington  "  by  choice  "  since  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  the  reverse  is  true.  I  left  that  city  in  April  because 
my  friends  did  not  think  it  safe  for  me  to  remain  there.  I  had  been 
engaged  since  the  close  of  the  last  year  in  publishing  the  newspaper 
called  the  States,  at  a  large  expense  to  myself  (assisted  by  several 
gentlemen,  two  of  whom,  Messrs.  Kobert  Ould  and  D.  EatcliflFe,  are  now 
1  believe  in  this  city),  a  paper  which  I  will  venture  to  assert  was  not 
surpassed  m  the  vigor  of  its  attacks  on  the  usurpations  of  Lincoln  by 
any  in  the  Confederate  States,  and  which  was  only  discontinued  on 
account  of  the  threats  of  Lane's  Kansas  company  that  the  office  should 
be  mobbed,  the  ])ress  and  types  thrown  in  the  canal,  and  the  editors 
and  supporters  hung  at  the  lamp-posts.  The  gentlemen  connected 
with  me  in  it  all  agreed  it  was  unsafe  to  continue.  I  had  also  refused 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  was  informed  that  unless  I  did  take 
the  oath  my  person  would  not  be  safe. 

1  left  Washington  on  the  28th  of  April  and  took  my  family  to  Ken- 
tucky, where  1  remained  with  a  brother-in-law  and  sister  who  reside  there 
until  the  last  of  June,  and  where  my  family  are  at  this  time.  While 
in  Kentucky  the  election  for  members  of  the  U.  S.  Congress  was  going 
on,  and  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge,  Governor 
Magoffin,  Lieutenant-Governor  Porter,  Hon,  J.  B,  Clay,  and  many  others 
as  to  my  status  there,  whether  it  was  that  of  an  enemy  to  the  South. 

The  day  before  leaving  Washington  I  wrote  to  my  former  partner,  Mr. 
Abrams,  of  New  Orleans,  the  accompanying  letter,  a  copy  of  which  he 
sent  to  his  present  partner,  Mr.  J.  T.  Doswell,  who  has  appended  his  cer- 
tiiicate  as  to  its  genuineness.  This  letter  is  partly  on  private  matters. 
The  first  part  relates  to  public  affairs ;  but  the  entire  letter  is  submitted, 
and  I  beg  to  ex])lain  that  portion  which  says  that  my  future  would 
depend  on  the  letters  I  received  from  Montgomery.  When  Ool.  J.  T. 
Pickett  left  Alexandria  I  requested  him  to  see  President  Davis  and 
ofler  him  my  services  in  any  position  he  deemed  me  capable  of  filling; 
that  my  health  was  not  good,  but  that  in  some  of  the  departments  of 
the  Army  I  might  render  some  service  and  that  I  was  anxious  to  do 
so.  Colonel  Pickett  made  a  memorandum  of  it.  I  waited  at  Versailles 
some  three  weeks  before  1  heard  from  Colonel  Pickett.  I  have  not  his 
letter  with  me,  btit  the  substance  of  it  was  that  he  had  no  opportunity 
to  mention  the  subject  to  the  President  and  had  concluded  that  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  do  so  because  a  great  many  officers  of  the  U.  S. 
Army,  lately  resigned,  were  there,  and  it  was  deemed  no  more  than 
just  that  they  should  first  be  provided  for.  This  view  of  the  case  in 
my  opinion  being  so  proper  I  did  not  go  to  Montgomery  to  ask  for  any 
position,  but  concluded  to  remain  in  Kentucky,  recruit  my  health,  and 
meantime  do  whatever  good  for  the  cause  I  was  capable  of.  Whether 
I  did  or  not  I  leave  fox  others  to  say. 
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I  returned  to  Wasbingtoii  about  the  1st  of  July  on  urjjent  private 
business  in  no  way  connected  with  the  Government.  I  did  not  go  until 
I  had  taken  the  precaution  to  know  whether  I  would  be  safe  from  arrest. 
A  friend  who  is  now  in  this  city  wrote  that  I  would  be  in  danger  if  1 
expressed  my  sentiments.  My  business  was  so  important  that  I  took 
the  risk,  and  having  concluded  all  I  had  to  do — which  by-the-by 
amounted  to  nothing — I  was  prepared  to  leave  for  Kentucky  next 
morning  (Tuesday,  23d  of  July),  and  would  probably  have  been  here 
via  Tennessee  soon  after  if  1  had  not  met  Mr.  Magraw  oji  Monday 
evening,  who  stated  that  he  had  been  requested  by  the  friends  and 
family  of  Colonel  Cameron  to  make  an  effort  to  obtain  his  body  and 
that  he  had  promised  to  do  so  provided  either  Mr,  Jonah  D.  Hoover  or 
myself  woxild  accompany  him.  I  had  known  Mr.  Magraw  long  and 
well  as  a  sound  friend  of  the  South,  and  believing  that  it  was  simply  an 
act  of  humanity,  and  with  no  intention  to  violate  any  of  the  usages  of 
civilized  warfare  or  any  desire  or  design  to  aid  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  do  so  I  consented  to  accompany  him.  I  was  not  acting 
for  the  Government  or  in  connection  with  it.  With  that  concern  or  its 
members  I  have  had  no  interest  or  sympathy,  and  1  think  the  honorable 
Secretary  judges  me  very  harshly  when  he  classes  me  as  an  enemy  and 
that  he  is  also  unjust  to  me  in  prejudging  my  case  upon  ex  parte  testi- 
mony (from  whom  1  know  not)  as  to  my  status  in  Washington. 

I  write  this  particularly  for  you  gentlemen  who  so  promptly  offered 
to  vouch  for  me,  to  satisfy  you  that  you  were  not  mistaken  in  me ;  and 
promising  yon  that  you  shall  never  have  cause  to  regret  your  confldence 
I  am.  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

AKNOLD  HARRIS. 

[Swb-incloanre.] 

Washington,  April  27, 1861. 

Deae  Abbams  :  Your  welcome  letter  of  the  19th  was  received  this 
morning  just  in  time  for  me,  as  1  am  off  to-morrow  and  it  might  have 
chased  me  for  some  time  without  catching  me.  I  go  to  Philadelphia  for 
Mrs.  Harris  and  Ella  and  take  them  to  Kentucky,  where  they  will  stay 
some  time — perhaps  all  summer.  I  will  remain  with  them  a  few  days 
and  then  be  ready  for  anything.  Must  take  a  part  in  the  great  drama 
going  on — make  myself  useful  in  some  way,  though  1  am  not  fit  for  very 
hard  service.  I  shall  get  letters  from  Montgomery  on  my  arrival  in 
Kentucky  which  will  decide  my  course.  Most  likely  I  will  return  to 
Richmond. 

We  have  a  terrible  confli(!t  before  us.  You  cannot  imagine  the  state 
of  things  at  the  North.  TChe  hordes  ai-e  out  to  a  man  and  those  we 
relied  on  to  check  the  aggressive  spirit  of  the  abolitionists  have  all 
caved  in  and  are  most  violent  in  their  hostility  to  the  South,  or  as  they 
say  in  sustaining  the  Government;  all  fighting  under  the  cry  that  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  must  be  sustained — an  attractive  but  false  issue. 
They  come  from  hill  and  vale  and  I  verily  believe  can  raise  a  million  of 
men  and  all  the  money  they  want.  The  New  York  banks  have  offered 
the  Government  all  their  specie,  $47,000,000.  This  place  is  under  a 
despotism.  All  who  are  not  loyal  to  Lincoln  must  leave.  I  have  been 
warned  by  a  friend  to  start  or  I  would  be  sent  out.  Seventeen  thousand 
troops  here  now  and  20,000  more  in  a  week.  Maryland  will  have  to 
succumb  and  they  may  even  attempt  to  subjugate  Virginia.  Many 
openly  avow  that  to  be  the  object.  The  South  must  straiTi  every  nerve 
or  there  is  great  danger  that  the  Northern  rascals  wiil  win  their  game. 
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I  inclose  you  acceptance  for  $1,200,  wMcb  I  could  have  sent  but 
hoped  to  hand  it  iu  person.  I  am  a  thousand  times  obliged  to  you  for 
your  ready  response  to  my  letter.  In  these  hard  times  it  is  very  wel- 
come; I  shall  have  money  soon,  and  am  in  hopes  to  realize  a  good  sum 
from  some  of  my  labors  here  during  the  winter,  but  I  can't  get  it  J  ust 
now.  I  am  glad  to  hear  what  you  say  about  Tehuantepec — that  awful 
leech  on  all  of  us.  Woodward  has  my  bonds  and  stock.  I  will  direct 
him  to  send  them  to  you,  to  be  used  as  you  think  best.  It  is  a  perfect 
godsend  to  get  anything  from  that  quarter. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  warm  weather  is  taking  the  stiffness  out 
of  my  fingers  and  that  I  can  handle  my  pen  with  more  ease.  My  right 
hand  is  pretty  good;  the  left  is  still  ailing.  I  cannot  find  words  to 
express  my  feelings  to  yon  and  your  most  estimable  wife  for  the  loss  of 
that  sweet  child,  Sallie.  I  can  appreciate  your  feelings,  for  you  know 
we  have  lost  five.  Each  one  seemed  to  break  a  heartstring.  Afflic- 
tions crowded  on  us,  but  still  we  managed  to  hold  up  and  look  upon 
them  as  dispensations  of  God,  and  we  must  not  murmur  at  His  decrees. 
Present  my  most  affectionate  regards  to  Mrs.  Abrams  and  talk  to  her 
in  this  way,  as  I  have  a  hundred  times  to  Mrs.  Harris  under  similar 
circumstances. 

I  shall  be  at  Versailles,  Woodford  County,  Ky.,  in  about  ten  days. 
Please  write  me  there,  and  whatever  you  have  to  send  me  let  it  be  on 
New  York.    Remember  me  to  all  old  friends. 
Yours,  truly, 

A.  HARRIS. 

[Inclosure  No.  i.] 

Versailles,  Ky.,  August  18,  1861. 

Dear  Arnold  :  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  was  received  on  yes- 
terday, the  only  one  we  have  had  from  you  since  your  arrest.  It 
afforded  great  relief  to  us  all,  as  we  had  not  heard  a  word  fi'om  you 
direct  since  I  left  you  in  Washington.  At  no  time,  however,  have  we 
ever  thought  that  yon  were  in  any  personal  danger,  or  that  you  were 
not  well  cared  for  by  the  many  friends  you  would  doubtless  meet  in 
Richmond.  I  have  written  you  several  letters  since  I  parted  with  yon 
in  Washington  (by  mail),  none  of  which  I  suppose  you  have  received. 

The  moment  it  was  known  in  Washington  that  yon  had  gone  for 
Colonel  Cameron's  body  all  the  Republicans  of  the  city  pitched  into 
the  Secretary  of  War  hot  and  heavy  for  sending  a  rebel  within  the 
lines  of  the  enemy  from  Washington  City  at  so  critical  a  time.  You 
were  denounced  in  unmeasured  terms  by  tliem.  Had  the  Confederates 
made  an  assault  upon  Alexandria,  Arlington  or  Washington  within  a 
day  or  two  after  you  left  it  would  have  been  evidence  sufficient  in  the 
minds  of  all  Republicans  to  establish  the  fact  that  you  were  a  rebel 
spy,  and  had  reported  their  demoralized  condition. 

After  the  battle  of  Manassas  many  of  your  friends  who  desired  you 
to  go  on  the  errand  you  did  regretted  it  much,  after  they  saw  the 
course  events  were  taking  after  you  left  the  city.  When  I  reached 
Kentucky  I  saw  the  governor  immediately.  He  wrote  to  Jefi".  Davis — 
I  fear  with  but  little  effect,  as  he  knew  but  little  about  your  case.  I 
will  see  J.  C.  Breckinridge  to-day  in  company  with  Tom  Hawkins,  and 
if  we  can  effect  anything  I  will  get  him  to  write  to  President  Davis. 
Rest  at  ease  in  your  mind  concerning  the  welfare  of  your  family.  T 
will  keep  them  in  my  care,  and  attend  to  all  their  wants  until  you  are 
released,  and  as  soon  as  I  find  they  are  not  safe  at  my  home  in  Ken- 
tucky I  will  take  them  with  my  own  "little  flock"  to  some  safe  harbor 
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farther  south.  I  hope,  however,  that  you  will  be  at  liberty  in  a  few 
days,  and  be  with  us  in  Kentucky  before  this  salt-water  general,  Nel- 
son, forces  us  to  take  a  hand  in  this  fratricidal  war. 

We  are  expecting  trouble  daily  in  Kentucky,  the  immediate  cause 
being  the  violation  of  our  neutrality  by  the  Northern  Government. 

Nelson,  whom  you  know  to  be  as  d d  a  Black  Eepublican  as  is  to 

be  found  anywhere  in  the  country,  is  now  under  the  authority  of  Lin- 
coln organizing  three  regiments  within  the  borders  of  the  State.  This 
is  a  clear  violation  of  our  neutrality,  and  it  will  be  resisted  by  a  majority 
of  the  Union  men  in  this  (the  Ashland)  district.  Nelson's  encampment 
is  about  fifty  miles  from  Lexington  on  the  road  to  the  Cumberland  Gap. 
He  has  now  about  2,000  men  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States;  a  battery  of  field  artillery,  six  pieces  (rifled).  I  saw  the  order 
before  I  left  Washington  authorizing  Nelson  to  organize  these  troops. 
Secretary  Cameron  asked  me  to  take  command  of  one  of  these  regiments 
under  Nelson,  with  the  promise  of  promotion  to  the  position  of  briga- 
dier-general so  soon  as  a  brigade  was  organized;  all  of  which  I  posi- 
tively declined,  advising  at  the  same  time  against  the  violation  of 
Kentucky  neutrality  by  the  organization  of  troops  under  this  salt- 
water general.  Nelson,  upon  the  soil  of  the  State. 

A  majority  of  the  Union  men  in  Kentucky  are  bitterly  opposed  to 
this  Nelson  movement,  and  are  now  doing  all  in  their  power  to  remove 
him  and  his  troops  from  the  State.  If  we  succeed  all  will  be  well  with 
Kentucky;  if  not  our  neutrality  is  gone  and  my  sword  shall  be  drawn 
in  the  defense  of  the  South.  My  ambition  would  be  gratified  if  I 
could  just  command  a  brigade  and  drive  Nelson  across  the  Ohio  River. 
It  would  not  take  much  of  a  force  to  start  him  in  the  direction  of  Cin- 
cinnati, and  if  he  was  once  started  every  Union  man  save  a  few  like 
old  Coombs  and  Judge  Robinson  would  give  him  a  kick  to  move  him 
along.  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  where  Kentucky  will  go  when 
she  is  driven  from  her  position  of  neutrality.  I  am  satisfied  from  what 
I  learned  in  Washington  City  that  it  is  the  fixed  purpose  of  Lincoln  to 
organize  troops  within  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  that  all  efforts  to 
get  Nelson  and  his  party  to  leave  the  State  peaceably  will  prove  fruit- 
less. Therefore  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  our  neutrality  is 
gone  and  that  we  must  have  war  with  all  its  horrors  in  our  midst  very 
soon.  I  am  glad  that  you  denied  unequivocally  that  I  had  accepted  a  com- 
mission of  brigadier-general  from  Lincoln.  The  report  is  false,  and 
without  the  slightest  foundation.  I  have  battled  long  and  ardently 
as  well  as  honestly  for  the  Union.  I  have  been  prompted  alone  by  a 
love  of  country.  I  thought  I  was  fighting  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 
at  least  a  few  honest  patriots  and  statesmen,  but  in  this  I  am  sadly 
deceived.  The  Black  Republicans  are  fighting  alone  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  and  power.  They  are  without  wisdom  and  honesty;  they 
are  a  corrupt  set  of  thieves.  We  no  longer  have  a  Union  to  fight  for, 
and  I  am  now  henceforth  and  forever  for  the  South— no  little  cotton 
confederacy,  but  every  foot  of  slave  soil.  Washington  City  must 
belong  to  the  South.  I  have  compromised  myself  so  far  on  the  side  of 
the  Union  that  it  will  take  me  some  time  to  get  all  right.  I  will  write 
to  you  again  by  the  first  person  I  hear  of  going  to  Richmond. 

You  must  give  my  love  to  Magraw.  I  know  confinement  must  go 
hard  with  a  fat  man  in  warm  weather.  You  must  try  and  get  out  of 
trouble  before  our  fall  races  in  Kentucky,  and  come  by  and  spend  a 
week  with  me  recruiting.    I  have  plenty  of  good  old  whisky  and  bacon. 

My  race  horses  are  doing  well,  and  if  Nelson  don't  interrupt  our 
sport  this  fall  by  running  himself  in  the  direction  of  the  Ohio  River 
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we  will  have  a  good  time  during  the  race  week  at  Lexington  and 
Louisville. 

You  must  write  us  as  often  as  you  can,  and  we  will  do  the  same. 
All  join  in  love  to  yourself  and  Magraw.    You  are  too  wise  men  to  be 
thus  victimized. 
Yours, 

A.  BUFORD. 

If  my  services  are  acceptable  to  Jeff.  Davis,  and  he  is  willing  to  trust 
a  man  who  has  fought  as  long  and  honestly  as  I  have  for  the  neutrality 
of  his  native  State,  he  can  command  them. 

A.  BUFOBD. 

[Inclosure  No.  5.] 

Lexington,  Ky.,  August  18,  1861. 
Hon.  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va. 

Dear  8ir:  At  the  suggestion  of  Col.  T.  T.  Hawkins  and  other  gen- 
tlemen I  now  give  you  the  substance  of  a  conversation  between  Mr. 
Arnold  Harris  and  myself  the  morning  after  the  battle  of  Manassas : 

He  came  to  my  rooms  that  morning;  spoke  of  the  great  excitement 
in  Washington;  alluded  to  the  fact  that  at  the  outbreak  of  hostilities 
he  had  been  urged  to  take  command  of  a  regiment,  which  he  refused  to 
do;  intbrmed  me  that  late  the  night  before  he  had  been  urged  to  take  a 
command,  and  threatened  in  case  of  refusal;  said  that  his  reply  was 
that  he  would  not  enter  the  U.  S.  service;  stated  that  he  considered 
himself  in  danger  and  desired  to  leave,  and  earnestly  advised  me  to 
leave  the  city  on  account  of  threats  against  my  person  which  had 
come  to  his  ears.  I  think  Mr.  Harris  was  regarded  in  Washington  as 
decidedly  Southern  in  his  views  and  sympathies. 

I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  enterprise  for  the  recovery  of  Colonel 
Cameron's  body. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BEECKINRIDGE. 

Nashville,  October  29, 1861. 
Hon.  Philip  Dandridge. 

My  Dear  Sir:  *  *  *  Mr.  Arnold  Harris,  whose  hand  is  crippled, 
is  present  and  requests  me  to  add  that  ZoUicoffer  ought  to  be  instantly 
re-enforced  to  enable  him  to  penetrate  to  Lexington;  otherwise  he  will 
be  driven  back,  and  the  Federals  will  take  possession  of  the  railroad 
north  of  Knoxville,  thus  cutting  off  all  communication  between  Virginia 
and  the  Southwest.  Not  less  than  5,000  men  should  be  sent  to  him  at 
once.  A  strong  force  should  also  be  sent  to  Prestonville  to  move  for- 
ward simultaneously  with  ZoUicoffer.  The  arrival  of  these  two  con- 
verging corps  would  swell  the  Confederate  army  by  20,000  good  men. 
Send  all  the  Tennessee  troops  that  can  be  spared  from  Virginia  for  this 
service. 

The  Northwest  is  pouring  its  hordes  into  Kentucky.  No  less  than 
12,000  entered  the  State  last  week  at  Cincinnati  and  Louisville.  They 
volunteer  under  the  belief  that  the  Keutuckians  are  in  the  fight  and 
that  they  are  marching  to  the  rescue  against  fire-eating  invasion.  If 
Johnston  does  not  advance  and  dispel  this  delusion  they  will  have 
200,000  men  disputing  with  him  their  passage  into  Tennessee  before  the 
middle  of  December. 

I  shall  write  to  Beverly  on  gun  and  financial  matters  to-day. 
Tour  friend. 

GEO.  N.  SANDERS. 
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Case  of  Eobert  Wood. 

liobert  Wood,  native  of  Elizabeth  Oity  County,  Va. ;  thirty  years  of 
age;  married  man,  with  children;  no  specific  charge  against  him;  no 
proof;  professes  entire  loyalty.  Says  that  he  was  arrested  by  the  enemy; 
carried  to  Old  Point;  refused  to  take  their  oath  of  allegiance  and  was 
discharged  on  parole. — Report  of  S.  8.  Baxter,  Commissioner. 


State  of  Virginia,  YorJc  County: 

This  day  Ann  Maria  Hopkins,  of  said  county,  but  late  of  Elizabeth 
City  County,  Va.,  personally  appeared  before  me,  B.  P.  Smith,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  conuty,  and  made  oath  that  in  the  latter 
part  of  May,  1861,  and  after  the  said  county  of  Elizabeth  City  had 
been  invaded  by  the  Federal  troops,  she  was  on  Fox  Hill,  in  said 
county  of  Elizabeth  City,  at  the  house  of  one  William  P.  Phillips; 
that  one  Robert  Wood,  of  said  county,  who  married  the  daughter  of 
said  William  P.  Phillips,  came  to  the  said  house  from  the  residence 
of  one  John  P.  Topping  on  Fox  Hill  and  stated  that  he  had  seen  about 
100  Yankees  at  said  Topping's;  that  he  heard  they  were  there  and  that 
he  had  gone  on  that  day  to  see  what  they  had  to  say ;  that  he  exhibited  a 
pass  which  he  said  an  officer  of  the  Federal  troops  had  given  him  to  go 
where  he  pleased ;  that  he  had  on  that  day  promised  to  prepare  for 
them  (the  Federal  troops)  a  map  or  chart  of  the  country  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, and  that  on  the  same  day  he  did  prepare  a  map  or  chart  of 
Fox  Hill  with  all  the  roads  and  houses  of  prominent  citizens  marked 
on  it;  that  he  folded  it  up  and  put  it  in  his  pocket  and  said  heintended 
to  give  it  to  the  Federal  troops. 

^  ANN  M.  HOPKINS. 

Given  under  mv  hand  this  2d  September,  1861. 

B.  F.  SMITH, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

EiCHMOND,  October  8,  1861. 
While  on  a  visit  to  my  county  some  time  in  June  I  was  told  by  Mr. 
Frank  Guy  that  Mr.  Eobert  Wood  had  furnished  a  map  of  the  county 
to  the  enemy  and  was  a  bearer  of  information  to  the  enemy  by  writing  to 
Mr.  J.  F.  Moor,  of  Elizabeth  City  County.  He  can  furnish  you  with  the 
names  of  the  witnesses.  The  people  of  the  county  are  much  incensed 
against  him.  Mr.  Guy  also  told  me  soine  female  had  seen  the  map  and 
would  appear  against  him.  ^    ^^    BOOKEE, 

Lieutenant,  C.  8.  Army. 

Report  of  Commissioner  Baxter. 

EiCHMONi),  Va.,  April  26, 1862. 
Prisoner  was  born  and  raised  in  Hampton.  In  his  examination  he 
admits  he  was  appointed  by  Lincoln  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Hampton. 
Says  he  did  not  solicit  the  appointment  but  it  was  procured  for  him  by 
Joseph  Segar.  When  he  was  informed  that  Mr.  Segar  would  procure 
the  office  for  him  the  State  of  Virginia  had  not  seceded  and  it  was 
believed  by  many  it  would  not  secede.    He  consulted  his  friends  and 
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they  thought  there  was  no  impropriety  in  his  accepting.  When  the 
commission  came  the  times  had  changed.  He  never  gave  bond  or  quali- 
fied under  it.  Says  when  the  enemy  came  to  Hampton  he  took  his  wife 
and  children  and  went  to  his  father-in-law's.  This  was  late  in  May. 
On  the  13th  or  14th  of  June,  he  says,  [he  met]  three  or  four  men  who  said 
they  were  deserters  and  wanted  to  go  to  the  Southern  army.  Some 
days  after  that  he  was  walking  around  his  father-inlaw's  plantation. 
Some  of  the  Federal  soldiers  took  him  prisoner  and  carried  him  to 
Fortress  Monroe  and  he  was  released  on  parole.  A  few  nights  after- 
ward a  party  came  to  the  house  of  his  father  in-law,  took  all  the  men 
there  except  himself ;  took  them  to  the  fort  and  made  them  take  the 
oath.  He  thinks  they  knew  he  had  been  at  the  fort  and  therefore 
they  did  not  take  him.  He  solemnly  declares  this  was  all  the  com- 
munication he  had  with  the  enemy.  When  Miss  Hopkins'  aiilidavitwas 
shown  him  he  admitted  he  had  been  to  Topping's  after  a  negro  belong- 
ing to  his  father-in-law.  He  first  admitted  he  saw  the  Northern  troops, 
but  afterward  said  they  were  leaving  when  he  got  there  and  he  saw 
them  at  a  distance  and  did  not  converse  with  them.  He  got  the  negro 
and  denies  the  truth  of  all  the  other  statements  made  by  Miss  Hopkins. 
I  return  Miss  Hopkins'  deposition.  Denies  he  had  any  pass  except  per- 
mission to  pass  the  pickets  when  he  was  discharged  from  imprisonment 
at  Fortress  Monroe.  Denies  he  had  ever  promised  to  make  a  map  and 
denies  he  ever  did  make  a  map.  I  think  this  man's  manner  under 
examination  was  very  bad.  He  was  confused  and  obviously  attempting 
to  suppress  the  truth.  He  is  one  of  the  party  who  broke  jail,  and  in 
relation  to  that  matter  he  prevaricated  very  much.  If  evidence  can  be 
procured  he  ought  to  be  brought  to  trial  as  a  spy. 

S.  S.  BAXTER. 


Case  of  A.  F.  Wulff. 

Fort  Davis,  Tex.,  October  \21],- 1861. 
Col.  H.  E.  McOULLOCH,  Commanding  Department  of  Texas. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  result  of  an  order 
received  from  Lieut.  Col.  John  R.  Baylor,  commanding  Second  Texas 
Mounted  Rifles,  on  the  11th  instant.  The  purport  of  said  order  was 
to  arrest  as  a  spy  a  man  by  the  name  of  A.  F.  Wulff,  living  in  Presidio 
del  lilorte,  Mexico,  and  send  said  Wulft"  to  the  regimental  headquarters 
in  irons,  but  not  to  cross  the  Rio  Grande  to  make  the  arrest,  but  if 
possible  entice  him  (Wulff)  to  this  side  to  accomplish  the  purpose. 
During  my  temporary  absence  to  Fort  Lancaster  for  the  purpose  of 
fetching  up  some  recruits  who  had  reported  there  for  my  company  the 
order  fell  into  the  hands  of  Second  Lieut.  E.  Gibbons,  then  in  command 
of  this  post,  and  when  the  lieutenant  received  the  letter  ftom  the  post 
ofQce  he  (Lieutenant  Gibbons)  handed  it  before  opening  or  reading  it 
himself  to  R.  C.  Daly,  clerk  in  Mr.  Murphy's  store  at  this  post,  with  a 
request  for  him  (Daly)  to  read  the  order,  which  he  did  publicly  and  so 
as  to  be  heard  by  all  present,  which  as  a  matter  of  course  entirely 
ruined  the  success  of  the  undertaking,  Wulff  undoubtedly  being 
apprised  of  the  matter  before  the  lieutenant  acted  in  the  case. 

Lieutenant  Gibbons  left  this  post  for  Presidio  with  a  detachment  of 
nine  men  on  the  12th  instant,  and  on  the  night  of  the  15th  instant  five 
of  his  party  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  into  Mexico,  and  about  3  o'clock 
in  the  morning  attempted  to  arrest  said  Wulff,  when  an  alarm  was 
raised  and  a  fight  ensued  between  the  Mexicans  and  the  five  men  of 
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Lieutenant  Gibbons'  detiiclimeiit,  in  which  two  of  the  latter  were 
killed.  Lieutenant  Gibbons  states  that  his  party  crossed  the  Eio 
Grande  without  his  knowledge  or  consent. 

On  the  14th  instant  I  returned  to  this  post  and  seat  First  Sergt. 
T.  L.  Wilson  with  five  men  to  recall  Lieat«uant  Gibbons  and  party  to 
this  post,  but  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil  the  lieutenant  has  caused,  as 
the  two  men  were  killed  on  the  night  the  latter  detachment  left  this 
l)liice.  The  two  parties  returned  to  this  post  on  the  evening  of  the  18th 
instant,  when  1  placed  Lieutenant  Gibbons  under  arrest  until  such  time 
as  I  receive  instructions  from  you  how  I  shall  proceed  in  his  (Second 
Lieutenant  Gibbons')  case. 

I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commandant  of  Presidio 
which  will  more  fully  explain  the  transaction  at  that  place.  I  have 
likewise  reported  the  aft'air  to  the  regimental  headquarters  and  inclose 
a  copy  of  Colonel  Baylor's  order.  I  also  inclose  oflflcial  documents  from 
the  Mexican  authorities,  which  I  send  in  the  original  as  I  have  no  person 
to  translate  them  correctly.  When  you  have  them  translated  please 
return  the  original  for  future  reference. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  ADAMS, 
Captain,  Second  Regiment  Texas  Mounted  Rifles,  Comdg.  Post. 

[Inclotiiire  No.  1.1 

HbADQUABTERS,  Donna  Ana,  October  3,  1861. 
Capt.  W.  C.  Adams,  Commanding  Company. 

SiE:  I  am  informed  that  there  is  a  man  at  Presidio  del  Norte  by  the 
name  of  Wulff  who  is  a  spy.     I  want  him  enticed  over  on  this  side  of 
the  river  and  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  these  headquarters  in  irons. 
Eespectfully, 

JOHN  K.  BAYLOE, 
JAeuf.  Col.,  Comdg.  2d  Regt.  Texas  Mounted  Rifles,  C.  S.  Army. 


[Inclofinre  Ko.  2.] 


OCTOBEE   16,  1861. 


President  of  Presidio  del  Norte. 

Dear  Sib  :  I  gave  my  men  permission  to  come  on  your  side  of  the 
river  to  see  the  place,  and  one  of  your  citizens  invited  them  to  come  and 
pass  the  night,  and  as  they  were  treated  so  well  in  the  forepart  of  the 
day  I  gave  them  permission  to  come  and  spend  the  night  and  there  are 
two  of  my  men  missing.  You  will  please  let  me  know  what  became  of 
them.    You  will  also  please  let  me  know  all  about  the  difBculty. 

As  commander  of  the  party  I  will  have  to  give  account  of  these  men 
that  are  missing;  therefore  you  will  please  let  me  know  all  about  it,  and 
by  so  doing  you  will  oblige,  yours,  truly, 

GIBBONS, 

JAeutenant. 

[IncloBuro  No.  3.] 

Presidio  del  Norte,  October  16, 1861. 
Lieut.  Emory  Gibbons. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  was  received  and  am  sorry  to  state  that  your 
two  men  are  now  killed  and  buried  on  this  side  of  the  river.  There 
were  five  of  your  men  in  company  with  Mr.  Joseph  Leaton  at  a  dance, 
and  at  3  o'clock  this  morning  they  disappeared  froin  the  dance.  Four 
of  them  knocked  at  the  door  of  Mr.  A.  F.  Wulfi',  and  as  he  asked  what 
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they  wanted  they  answered  him  in  a  friendly  way  and  asked  him  for 
hospitality  until  morning,  and  told  him  that  it  was  cold.  As  Mr.  Wulff" 
opened  the  door  two  of  them  walked  in  and  caught  said  Mr.  Wulff  by 
the  hair  and  forced  him  out  of  the  door.  While  so  doing  he  let  out  a 
cry  for  help,  when  they  presented  two  pistols  and  told  him  to  stop  that 
or  they  would  kill  him.  They  then  took  him  along,  and  as  his  wife  let 
out  loud  cries  and  woke  up  the  neighbors  and  asked  for  help  I  felt  it 
my  duty  to  order  the  citizens  to  go  after  Mr.  Wulff;  not  with  the  inten- 
tion to  fight  or  kill  anybody,  but  as  the  men  caught  up  with  them  they 
asked  for  Mr.  Wulff",  and  the  first  thing  they  did  was  to  get  out  their 
pistols.  They  shot  one  of  my  citizens  and  came  \ery  near  killing  him. 
Two  of  your  men  kept  up  a  regular  fire,  and  the  other  two  that  came 
behind  them  killed  one  of  my  men.  These  four  were  the  only  ones  that 
showed  fight.  The  other  one  ran  through  the  bushes  with  J.  Leaton 
and  escaped;  also  the  two  that  came  behind  escaped.  If  they  had 
given  up  the  man  and  had  not  shot  first  nothing  would  have  happened. 
The  balance  of  the  particulars  you  will  find  out  from  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Davis. 

I  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

BBNIGNO  GONTEEEAS. 

[lucloaureKo.4.] 

Presidio  del  Norte,  October  10, 1861. 
Captain  Adams,  Commanding  Officer,  C,  S.  Army,  Fort  Davis. 

Dear  Sir  :  Although  I  have  not  the  honor  to  be  acquainted  with 
you  personally  you  will  excuse  my  addressing  you  in  stating  what  has 
been  committed  here  by  persons  styling  themselves  G.  S.  troops  belong- 
ing to  your  post  and  your  company. 

Yesterday  morning  some  four  Americans  came  over  here  to  town  and 
after  awhile  to  my  store,  Mr.  Joe  Biehl  along  with  them,  introducing 
one  of  these  men  as  Tom  Krain  or  Wrain.  (This  one  used  to  keep  in 
the  years  1854  and  1855  a  bar-room  between  the  old  bridge  and  the 
blacksmith  shop  on  the  main  street  in  San  Antonio.)  After  I  offered 
them  a  drink,  which  only  one  of  them  accepted,  they  inquired  for  Lieu- 
tenant White  and  Mr.  Murphy,  whom  they  expected  to  find  still  here. 
Tom,  as  I  will  call  him,  inquired  if  I  had  any  corn  of  the  quarter- 
ma.ster.  I  replied  that  I  had  not,  on  the  ground  that  my  contract  was 
indirectly  with  Mr.  Murphy,  and  my  not  knowing  the  men. 

They  left,  and  returning  in  the  afternoon  commenced  conversation. 
I  learned  from  them  that  they  had  been  out  on  a  scout  for  thirty  days 
and  that  part  of  their  animals  were  broken  down ;  that  they  wanted  to 
exchange  some  American  horscis  for  Spanish  ones.  Tom  inquired  what 
a  man  could  do  for  making  a  living  in  this  country,  stating  that  San 
Antonio  was  no  place  at  all  for  the  present.  From  all  this  I  suspected 
them  to  be  deserters  from  one  of  your  posts.  At  3  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing I  was  awakened  by  repeated  knocks  at  my  door  and  I  recognized 
by  the  voice  said  Tom,  who  requested  me  to  let  him  have  a  place  to  lay 
down  as  he  was  in  the  street  and  did  not  know  where  to  go.  I  hesi- 
tated awhile  in  answering  to  his  request,  but  they  renewing  their 
knocks  at  the  different  doors  of  my  house  and  my  wife  having  lighted 
a  candle,  by  which  means  they  could  see  where  I  and  my  family  were 
sleeping,  I  thought  it  better  to  open  for  fear  they  might  commit  some 
wrong.  I  went  to  open  to  them  myself,  but  as  soon  as  I  got  in  their 
sight  two,  Tom  and  another  one,  got  hold  of  me  and  told  me  that  I  was 
their  prisoner.    I  hallooed  for  help,  but  in  the  same  instant  they  drew 
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their  pistols,  putting  them  to  my  breast  and  threatened  to  shoot  lue  at 
once  if  I  would  make  any  noise  and  not  go  with  them.  I  begged  tliem 
to  have  mercy  on  my  wife,  whom  I  heard  crying,  but  they  pulled  me  off. 
One  man  was  left  to  guard  the  door  so  that  nobody  could  get  out.  My 
wife  trying  to  get  out  was  repulsed.  One  man  was  following  me  from 
a  distance. 

1  wanted  to  know  the  reason  for  this  treacherous  and  barbarous  act, 
but  all  I  could  learn  was  that  I  had  to  follow  them  on  the  other  side 
for  the  purpose  of  signing  a  document  for  lands  belonging  to  Mr.  E. 
llall,  Joe  Leaton  and  orphan  children,  as  they  said,  and  winch  the 
Mexicans  from  this  side  intended  to  take  away  from  them  and  that  I 
was  the  leader  of  the  Mexicans.  They  mentioned  also  your  name — 
that  they  were  waiting  for  you.  Captain  White  will  be  able  to  give 
you  more  information  about  these  lands  than  1  can,  as  I  always  keep 
out  of  business  concerning  Mr.  Hall  and  Joe  Leaton. 

While  I  was  led  away  one  of  my  wife's  brothers  succeeded  in  jumping 
over  the  wall  of  my  corral.  Meanwhile  the  one  that  guarded  the  door 
had  left  and  joined  those  that  were  leading  me.  i\Iy  wife,  who  as  1 
heard  say  got  nearly  crazy,  was  running  barefooted  in  the  street  and 
crying  for  help.  My  brother-in-law  went  to  the  president  of  the  place 
and  bj-  his  exertion  and  my  wife's  clamors  a  party  of  men  was  soon 
afoot.  They  reached  us  and  passed  those  that  were  going  behind, 
although  they  were  threatened  to  be  shot.  We  were  about  50(»  yards, 
I  suppose  more  than  that,  being  a  good  ways  off  below  the  hill.  The 
good  people  of  this  place  got  in  about  fifteen  yards  from  me  and  called 
my  name.  Tom's  help  let  me  go  at  once  and  faced  the  Mexicans,  pis- 
tol in  hand,  which  they  had  both  all  the  way  as  well  as  those  behind 
me.  I  tried  for  a  moment  to  hold  Tom's  arm,  so  as  to  prevent  him 
from  shooting  me  or  any  of  the  Mexicans.  He  had  threatened  me  before 
that  if  any  help  should  come  he  would  shoo!  me  first.  Being  considera- 
bly frightened  and  excited  I  let  him  go  and  escaped  behind  him  while 
he  \vas  facing  the  Mexicans.  As  soon  as  I  got  free  Tom's  help  fired, 
and  from  that  moment  there  was  a  continual  firing;  there  must  have 
been  exchanged  at  least  fifty  shots. 

One  of  the  Mexicans  was  killed,  as  also  Tom  and  my  other  leader. 
Two  of  them  escaped — there  were  six  in  all  over  that  night  counting 
Joe  Leaton.  Joe  and  some  one  else  were  seen  passing  the  river  as  soon 
as  the  affair  was  over.  I  am  confident  that  Joe  Leaton,  whose  charattter 
is  sufficiently  known  without  my  saying  anything  about  it,  was  the 
leader  of  the  outrage  committed  on  my  person  and  homestead  by  tres- 
passing into  Mexico.  ■ 

These,  dear  sir,  are  the  facts  I  have  to  state,  leaving  it  entirely  to 
your  judgment  and  justice  how  to  act.  I  have  to  say  in  the  meantime 
that  on  the  'J'exas  side  there  is  no  proper  authority.  I  inclose  you  also 
a  communication  from  the  president  of  this  place.  The  authorities  of 
this  place  have  always  manifested  the  most  friendly  feeling  to  our  Gov- 
ernment of  which  they  have  at  different  times  given  example,  and  on  the 
recent  visit  of  Lieutenant  White  they  expressed  the  same  disposition 
as  ever. 

I  suppose  you  are  aware  that  Mr.  P.  Murphy  and  myself  are  furnish- 
ing your  post  with  hay;  and  furthermore  that  1  agreed  to  furnish  your 
post  for  the  present  with  1,000  bushels  of  corn  and  also  some  small 
quantity  of  wood.  But  considering  that  my  life  in  my  own  house  is 
exposed  as  it  has  been— as  I  really  had  not  the  least  hope  of  ever 
returning— 1  do  not  wish  to  expose  my  property  on  a  road  which  no 
doubt  cannot  be  considered  safe.    Besides  I  know  1  will  not  be  able  to 
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find  any  Mexicans  to  work  for  me  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  and 
consequently  I  will  be  unable  to  till  any  contract  for  your  post,  if  yon 
cannot  give  me  sufScient  protection.  I  do  not  know  whom  to  blame 
besides  Joe  for  this  act  of  barbarism.  This  morning  I  learned  that  a 
party  of  twenty-seven  men  was  at  Fort  Leaton;  they  certainly  must 
have  some  commanding  officer  if  they  are,  as  I  am  now  convinced,  reg- 
ular troops  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  belonging  to  Fort  Davis. 
This  morning  when  the  affair  took  place  they  were  encamped  ou  the 
bank  of  the  river  and  while  the  shooting  was  going  on  they  saddled 
and  left  for  Fort  Leaton. 

On  the  Americans  that  got  killed  and  [who]  have  been  buried  since,  two 
due  bills  were  found,  due  to  John  B.  Bowles  for  C.  S.  services,  one  for 
$100  and  the  other  for  $10,  the  first  signed  by  H.  P.  Courtney  and  the 
second  by  John  McNamee,  witnessed  by  Thomas  Wilson,  proving  the 
men  to  belong  to  your  company — Captain  Adams,  Company  C,  Second 
Eegiment.  The  original  notes  I  hold  for  your  disposition.  Mr.  B.  St. 
Marc,  from  San  Antonio,  arrived  from  Chihuahua  the  night  before  and 
intended  to  leave  for  your  place;  but  is  now  so  much  afraid  that  he 
does  not  want  to  risk  his  person  and  money  until  I  hear  from  you.  At 
about  12  o'clock  to-day  eight  men  of  the  party  have  been  seen  on  this 
side  of  the  river,  and  the  main  i)arty  is  still  at  Fort  Leaton.  Tom  was 
a  thick  underset  man  with  red  whiskers. 

Hoping,  dear  sir,  you  will  excuse  my  long  and  somewhat  tedious 
communication  and  requesting  your  answer  to  this  by  the  bearer,  I 
remain,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  WULFF. 

Presidio  del  Norte,  November  16,  1801. 
Dear  Friend  Mtjrpht:  I  escaped  once  more.  Providence  seems 
to  protect  me— this  time  I  did  not  expect  to  see  my  family  again.  I 
am  too  excited  yet  to  give  you  the  details.  Captain  Adams,  to  whom 
I  am  sending  an  express,  will  no  doubt  communicate  to  you  the  con- 
tents of  my  letter,  besides  the  bearer  will  be  able  to  tell  you  all  about 
it.  My  poor  wife  was  as  much  and  perhaps  more  frightened  than  I, 
although  as  I  say  I  did  not  expect  to  return.  Joe  Leaton  was  the  one 
that  laid  the  plot  no  doubt,  and  it  will  I  hope  be  proved  by  Captain 
Adams'  men.  Two  of  his  men  got  killed  and  one  Mexican.  Dear  Pat, 
do  what  you  can  to  have  Joe  apprehended.  If  my  men  need  some 
provisions  to  go  home  let  them  have  it  and  say  how  much.  I  am  revis- 
ing the  contract  business  also;  please  inform  yourself  regarding  it. 
Tours,  in  haste, 

A.  F.  WULFF. 

P.  S. — Write  me  also  by  bearer  and  state  me  your  opinions  and  views 
about  matters.  I  believe  we  might  just  as  well  give  up  furnishing  Fort 
Davis.  I  don't  know  who  I  will  get  to  work  for  us  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river  under  these  circumstances.  I  suspend  everything  until  I  hear 
from  Captain  Adams.  I  hope  the  hay  cutters  will  not  be  disturbed; 
they  intended  calling  them  back  but  nobody  wants  to  go. 


Case  of  S.  A.  Fancoast. 

S.  A.  Pancoast  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  a  Quaker.  For  his 
history  and  character  see  the  afQdavit  of  Robert  B.  Sherrard  (marked 
luclosure  No.  14).  Mr.  Sherrard  is  a  gentleman  of  known  standing 
and  character.    Pancoast  so  excited  the  suspicions  of  his  neighbors 
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that  he  was  arrested  as  early  as  August  31, 1861,  (See  parole  marked 
Iiiclosure  No.  4.)  He  announced  that  his  sympathies  were  with  the 
North  and  that  he  was  willing  to  aid  Union  men  in  going  North  (See 
affidavits  marked  Inclosure  No.  2.)  He  has  a  son  in  the  Northern 
army.  (See  letter  marked  Inclosure  No.  11.)  He  obtained  permission 
from  authorities  on  both  sides  of  the  Potomac  to  trade  in  salt. 
General  McClellan's  permit  limits  the  sale  to  Union  men.  The  first 
permit  was  given  September  25,  but  he  has  never  yet  delivered  a 
pound  of  salt  on  this  side  of  the  river.  An  agreement  with  two  other 
parties  to  do  so  is  marked.  For  his  last  arrest  see  G  and  7.*  His 
memorandum  book*  shows  that  he  has  lately  traveled  in  the  North.  A 
singular  sentence  in  his  memorandum  book  is  iiidicated  (by  me)  thus 
(B).  It  appears  that  he  has  no  difflcnlty  in  crossing  the  Potomac.  He 
did  not  vote  for  members  of  the  convention  nor  on  the  question  of 
secession.  In  view  of  all  these  circumstances  the  major-general  com- 
manding the  Valley  District  regards  Pancoast  as  a  man  whose  place  of 
nativity,  his  abolitionist  proclivities,  the  character  he  bears  in  his 
neighborhood  and  his  antecedents  generally,  his  suspicious  movements, 
his  connection  through  his  son  with  the  Northern  army  and  the  easy 
access  he  evidently  has  to  the  functionaries  of  our  enemy,  point  him 
out  as  a  man  whom  it  would  be  highly  dangerous  to  allow  to  live  in  a 
border  region  where  he  could  easily  communicate  to  the  enemy  Infor- 
mation which  it  might  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  withhold.— 
Report  of  S.  8.  Baxter,  commissioner. 

Home,  January  5,  1862. 
My  Dear  Husband:  We  were  gladdened  last  evening  by  the  re- 
ceipt of  thy  dear  letter  of  the  27th  of  December.  Though  sad  we 
hailed  it  as  a  welcome  treasure,  because  it  conveyed  tidings  of  the  dear 
absent  one,  the  first  we  have  received  since  thee  was  taken  to  Rich- 
mond, though  day  by  day  we  have  looked  and  hoped  and  waited  in 
vain  till  the  heart  grew  sick.  We  have  mourned  thy  fate  without  being 
able  to  alleviate  it.  I  am  surprised  and  disappointed  thee  has  had  no 
redress  long  ago.  Why  is  justice  delayed  and  credence  given  to  base 
suspicions  that  had  their  origin  in  private  enmity  and  malice  of  years 
gone  by,  nursed  up  to  be  poured  forth  in  these  awful  times  against  the 
forbearance  thee  has  shown  the  author?  It  is  very  hard  to  be  treated 
as  thee  has  been  and  all  so  undeservedly.  Surely  they  should  judge 
and  discriminate  between  the  innocent  unjustly  and  slanderously  ac- 
cused, with  a  heart  of  high,  honorable  feelings,  and  those  meriting  the 
opprobrium  heaped  on  thee.  I  feel  it  is  too  much  to  bear  in  this  day  and 
country;  and  even  letters  detained  so  that  we  can  know  nothing  of  the 
existence  even  of  each  other.  Thee  was  aiding  the  country  when  ar- 
rested, and  without  knowing  for  why.  Now  we  hear  the  crime  is  that 
tliee  could  have  influence  enough  to  get  the  privilege  of  bringing 
tilings  here  for  the  benefit  of  the  suffering.  Strange,  is  it  not?  We 
were  not  able  to  get  any  salt  till  week  before  last,  when  doctor  let  us 
have  some.  Vanasdale  has  not  been  here  and  we  could  not  go  there, 
but  we  have  not  suffered  for  anything.  Holt  and  Powell  have  given 
us  their  corn.  They  have  not  threshed  but  seem  to  wish  to  act  fairly. 
Doctor  offered  and  gave,  I  expect  through  our  B[mily],  an  order  on 
1{.  D.  P.  for  flour,  saying  they  owed  him.  No  one  seems  to  wish  to 
withhold  from  us  but  Vanhorn  and  J.  Saint  Sayres  (unless  it  should  be 
Smith);  the  latter  has  gone  to  camp  to  fill  someone's  place  for  a  short 
time,  much  to  our  relief,  and  the  former  is  working  in  Lynch's  shop 

*Not  found. 
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agreeably  to  the  little  king's  desire  or  order.  I  have  been  worried 
about  tliy  clothes,  thinking  they  must  have  given  out  and  no  money 
to  replace  them,  little  thinking  even  they  were  kept  from  thee.  How 
uncomfortable  on  that  score!  I  don't  see  how  thee  has  done.  Surely  a 
blessing  cannot  attend  such  things.  I  do  hope  the  lawyer  will  see  and 
attend  soon  to  thy  case.  Doctor  Tapt's  wife  has  a  brother  who  is  a 
lawyer,  the  name  Haxall.  Doctor  says  he  wrote  to  Martin  Maddox, 
proprietor  of  a  hotel  in  Richmond,  to  supply  thee  with  money  and  any- 
thing thee  needed  to  make  thee  comfortable.  Has  thee  heard  from 
him?  Emily  inclosed  a  $5  note  in  her  letter  sent  with  mine  and  under 
the  same  cover  about  two  weeks  ago  which  doctor  said  must  be 
directed  in  care  of  the  provost-marshal.  She  thought  it  might  aid  thee 
in  reaching  home  or  at  least  procure  some  comfort  in  thy  prison ;  heart- 
rending to  think  of  it.  If  every  one  around  them  was  as  true  and  hon- 
orable in  feeling  as  thee  they  would  have  little  to  fear.  It  seems  there 
is  a  man  in  liomney  who  was  formerly  conductor  on  the  railroad 
while  thee  was  doing  business  and  had  the  agency  that  said  he  knew 
thee,  which  is  even  made  a  handle  of.  Oh !  what  a  world  we  live  in 
and  in  what  sad  times!  I  always  heard  the  South  were  a  generous, 
hospitable,  whole-souled  people,  and  with  such  we  thought  we  should  like 
to  live,  and  left  our  own  comfortable  home  and  friends  to  come  here,  for 
what?  to  be  suspected,  abused  and  trampled  on.  I  have  said  to  myself 
they  are  civilized  and  gentlemen,  surely  redress  will  speedily  be  given; 
but  day  has  succeeded  day  till  two  months  have  passed  by  without  it. 
We  feel  as  if  we  could  set  out  and  walk  to  Richmond  to  see  the  Presi- 
dent if  it  would  avail  anything.  Oh !  if  he  only  knew  thy  integrity  of 
character  not  the  shadow  of  a  blot  would  remain  in  his  mind.  I  wish  he 
would  see  thee  himself.  J  fancy  thee  sick  and  sad,  crushed  down  with  no 
one  to  care,  and  pray  these  days  may  speedily  be  ended  and  we  suftered 
to  pass  our  few  remaining  ones  in  quiet  peace  in  this  our  home  of 
adoption.  It  makes  the  heart  ache  to  know  all  thee  has  been  subjected 
to.  I  went  up  to  Emily's  for  the  first  time  since  thee  left  us,  or 
was  taken  from  us,  on  Monday  to  assist  her  in  sausage  making,  &c. 
We  did  not  get  through  till  late  on  Tuesday  night,  and  neit  day  she 
had  such  a  violent  attack  of  sick  headache  I  could  not  leave.  Mollie 
and  Mamie  staid  with  their  aunties  till  Wednesday  evening;  they  had 
had  colds  but  are  now  I  believe  all  pretty  well.  I  don't  know  whether 
doctor  has  returned  to  camp  but  expect  so.  He  promised  E.  to  bring 
S.  Reed  up  soon  to  stay  with  him.  Thee  did  not  tell  us  how  thee 
blistered  thy  hand,  or  how  thy  time  is  passed;  whether  thee  can  liave 
books  or  is  made  in  any  way  or  degree  comfortable,  but  has  many  a 
weary  hour  I  know.  Doctor  still  holds  the  same  position  of  assistant 
surgeon.  He  calls  here  occasionally,  and  is  as  kind.  I  believe  as  his 
nature  and  disposition  will  admit  of.  He  says  the  poor  little  pigeons 
are  in  Winchester  and  cared  for.  I  hope  they  are.  We  have  written 
to  George  and  directed  to  his  uncle  some  weeks  since  but  have  heard 
nothing.  Shall  also  write  to  President  Davis,  to  go  on  in  company 
with  this,  begging  his  attention  to  thee  and  the  facts  of  the  case  from 
thyself.  May  a  merciful  Father  uphold  thee  and  direct  him,  that  thee 
may  soon  return  to  home  and  us.  Philip  is  kind  and  interested  for  us 
and  thee.  I  don't  know  how  we  should  have  got  along  without  him. 
We  have  kept  pretty  well  in  health  of  late,  but  I  should  think  if  this 
war  goes  on  many  a  one  will  lose  their  reason.  Would  we  could  have 
peace  again.  We  are  having  very  cold  weather  these  few  davs  past 
and  is  now  hailing;  snow  on  the  ground  but  not  very  thick;  tlae  first 
we  have  had.  All  December  was  beautiful  weather.  If  thee  only 
was  here  we  could  endure  cold  and  privations.    Do  write  soon  and  say 
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what  is  the  prospect,  unless  thee  is  acquitted  so  soon  as  to  render  that 
needless.  Surely  they  do  not  wish  to  oppress  and  tyrannize,  and  as 
they  hope  for  justice  will  be  willing  to  award  it.  Flo  and  Lilly  talk  of 
writing;  the  one  has  a  headache  and  the  other  face  ache  thi.s  evening, 
so  as  not  to  feel  well  enough ;  hope  to  be  well  to-morrow.  Neither  thee 
nor  us  passed  a  pleasant  Christmas  or  New  Year.  May  the  days  grow 
brighter.  The  girls  send  a  heart  full  of  love  to  thee,  in  which  joins 
sadly  thy  fondly  afl'ectionate  wife, 

E.  M.  P|AN0OAST]. 

War  Department,  Richmond,  January  14, 1862. 
S.  S.  Baxter,  Esq.,  Commissioner,  Richmond,  Va. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  ine  to  refer  the  inclosed  letter  to 
you  and  to  request  tlaat  you  will  give  it  early  attention. 
Eespectfully, 

A.  T.  BLEDSOE, 

Chief  Bureau  of  War. 

[Inclosure.] 

Bloombry,  January  6, 1862. 
President  Davis: 

My  object  in  addressing  you  is  to  ask  for  your  interference  in  a  matter 
where  a  most  grievous  wrong  has  been  done  aTid  a  most  unjust  act  per- 
petrated. My  husband  has  been  arrested  and  taken  to  Kichmond 
where  he  is  now  kept  a  prisoner.  The  order  for  his  arrest  came  I 
believe  from  General  Jackson,  whose  mind  I  am  assured  has  been 
poisoned  by  an  enemy  of  my  husband  and  through  whose  influence 
Mr.  Pancoast  was  removed  to  Kichmond  prison.  1  received  a  letter 
from  him  a  day  or  two  since,  the  first  I  have  gotten  since  his  removal 
to  the  latter  place.  He  informed  us  that  he  had  had  no  hearing  and  is 
kept  in  jail  without  any  of  the  comforts  to  which  he  is  accustomed. 
He  is  entirely  innocent  of  the  charges  laid  to  him  and  is  in  every 
respect  a  true  and  loyal  citizen.  He  told  me  in  the  letter  above  named 
that  he  had  written  to  you  but  believed  the  letter  had  never  been  sent. 
Also  mentioned  having  written  to  myself  several  times  which  letters  I 
have  never  received.  I  suppose  they  would  have  arrived  safely  if  per- 
mitted to  leave  Eichmond.  We  have  written  to  him  but  he  has  never 
seen  a  line  from  us.  His  arrest  occurred  on  the  11th  of  November,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  been  kept  from  us,  who  are  needing  him  at  home, 
under  utterly  false  charges  and  disgraceful  suspicions  without  being 
allowed  even  a  trial.  President  Davis,  I  entreat  you  to  give  your  atten- 
tion to  this  matter.  I  and  my  two  daughters  are  left  entirely  unpro- 
tected. Mr.  Pancoast's  health  is  giving  way  and  what  he  is  enduring  is 
suflScient  to  make  his  reason  also.  He  is  all  the  world  to  us.  Be  just  to 
him;  give  him  a  hearing;  there  can  be  nothing  proven  against  him  for 
he  has  done  nothing,  and  in  justice  and  mercy  allow  him  to  return  to 
his  home.    In  doing  this  you  will  receive  our  ever  grateful  remembrances 

and  respect.  „ 

EAGHEL  M.  PANCOAST. 

Eichmond,  January  16, 1861. 
Sidney  S.  Baxter,  Esq. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  send  you  this  letter  relating  to  Mr.  Pancoast's  case, 
and  as  I  presume  you  have  every  inclination,  will  give  him  the  benefit 
of  an  early  hearing. 

CHAS.  J.  FAULKNEE. 
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[Inclosure.l 

Feedekick  City,  Md.,  December  19, 1861. 
Hon.  Charles  J.  Faulkner. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  painful  intelligence  that  my 
father,  Samuel  A.  Pancoast,  of  Hampshire  County,  Va.,  has  been  taken 
prisoner  and  carried  to  Richmond.  I  was  not  aware  of  it  in  time  to  see 
you  upon  your  journey  south  or  I  should  have  done  so.  His  arrest  was 
caused  by  Sherrard  from  personal  enmity  alone.  Father  had  been  to 
Baltimore  and  Washington  to  endeavor  to  get  salt  over  the  river  to  the 
suffering  families  of  Hampshire  and  Morgan  Counties,  in  Virginia,  and 
also  to  some  other  counties  if  he  could  get  permission.  General  Carson 
gave  him  full  permission  to  try  and  a  safe-conduct.  Upon  his  return, 
however,  General  Jackson  was  in  command,  and  Sherrard  charged  iny 
father  with  bringing  with  him  carrier  pigeons.  He  did  have  with  him 
some  pigeons,  it  is  true,  but  they  were  tumblers  and  ruffle  necks  to 
mate  some  he  had  at  home.  I  was  with  him  when  they  were  bought, 
and  know  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Father  has  been  very  careful  to  do  nothing  at  all  to  conflict  with  the 
laws  where  he  was  residing,  and  was  extremely  careful  when  in  Wash- 
ington to  say  or  do  nothing  that  might  by  any  possibility  be  a  disad- 
vantage to  him  at  home.  His  case  was  not  examined  into  at  Winches- 
ter when  he  was  first  arrested,  nor  has  it  been  since  he  has  been  a  pris- 
oner at  Richmond.  My  mother  and  sisters  are  in  Hampshire  County 
alone,  unprotected  and  unprovided  for,  and  it  is  now  impossible  for  me 
to  reach  them  in  any  way.  If  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  see  that  my 
father's  case  is  brought  up  I  shall  be  under  lasting  obligations. 

If  you  can  spare  time  to  call  upon  him  or  aid  him  in  any  way,  so  that 
he  may  return  to  his  suffering  family,  you  will  greatly  oblige  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

GEO.  L.  PANCOAST. 

You  must  remember  the  high  regard  my  father  felt  for  yourself  in 
Virginia  and  his  regret  at  your  leaving. 


Special  report  in  the  case  of  Samuel  A.  Pancoast. 

Richmond,  January  31, 1863. 

I  submit  the  following  papers*  with  this  report: 

Examination  of  S.  Pancoast :  Had  his  statement  No.  1  shown  to  him. 
He  read  it  deliberately  and  affirmed  it  was  true.  As  to  his  position  in 
this  war  he  says  he  disapproves  of  the  course  of  the  South  in  seceding 
and  disapproves  the  course  of  the  North  in  attempting  to  coerce  the 
South;  says  he  was  so  much  opposed  to  the  course  of  the  North  that  his 
brother-in-law,  Thomas  Eidgeway,  forebade  him  to  come  to  his  house  and 
told  him  he  ought  not  to  come  North ;  says  he  is  a  Quaker  opposed  to 
war,  but  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Virginia  and  the 
Confederate  States.  When  asked  what  time  he  first  embarked  in  the 
salt  speculation  says  he  first  thought  of  it  when  under  arrest.  The 
date  of  his  first  parole,  31st  August,  he  refers  to  as  being  the  time 
(see  luclosure  No.  5) ;  says  he  then  designed  only  to  get  a  few  sacks, 
perhaps  a  wagon-load  for  himself  and  his  neighbors,  but  after  he  got 
General  Scott's  permission  determined  to  make  a  large  speculation 
when  he  was  first  paroled.     He  says  he  stated  to  General  Carson 

*List  omitted;  aee  inclosnrea  followiog  this  report. 
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he  designed  only  to  bring  in  a  few  sacks.  Two  or  three  weeks  after 
tliis  communication  with  Carson  he  started  on  this  salt  business;  he 
went  to  Paw  Paw  depot  and  crossed  the  river  there  at  a  private  crossing 
place  distant  twelve  miles  from  his  residence;  after  crossing  the  river 
he  went  to  Hancock ;  he  stated  he  wanted  to  see  General  Cooper  and  was 
permitted  to  pass  the  enemy's  troops  without  molestation;  he  went  to 
VA^illiamsport  where  Colonel  Kenly  was  in  command ;  says  hehadnot  seen 
Cooper  and  stated  to  Colonel  Kenly  he  wanted  to  get  salt;  Kenly  repulsed 
him  roughly ;  he  then  asked  if  he  could  go  to  see  Lincoln ;  Kenly  replied 
if  he  got  permission  to  transport  salt  it  should  not  pass,  but  he  would 
not  be  molested  in  going  to  see  Lincoln;  says  he  went  from  Williams- 
port  to  Hagerstown,  from  Hagerstown  to  Frederick,  from  Frederick  he 
went  to  Washington ;  at  Washington  he  says  he  put  up  at  theN'ational 
Hotel;  he  did  not  know  a  soul ;  did  not  make  the  acquaintance  of  any 
one;  told  his  business  to  no  one;  employed  no  agents  and  interested  no 
one  in  his  business;  says  on  the  two  days  succeeding  his  arrival  he 
went  to  the  President's  lionse,  waited  in  the  anteroom  and  had  no 
opjiortunity  to  get  admission ;  he  says  on  the  third  day  early  in  the 
morning  he  breakfasted  and  went  to  the  President's  before  the  Presi- 
dent's breakfast,  and  sent  in  his  card;  he  was  called  in  the  room  where 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  in  the  hands  of  a  barber,  who  was  shaving  him;  he 
stated  he  was  from  Hampshire  and  asked  him  if  by  his  (Lincoln's)  last 
proclamation  he  intended  to  strike  Hampshire  out  of  Western  Vir- 
ginia? He  explains  this,  question  thus:  Mr.  Lincoln  had  issued  two 
proclamations  arranging  military  districts.'  In  the  western  the  people 
passed  to  other  States  without  molestation,  in  the  eastern  they  could 
not.  He  thinks  Mr.  Lincoln  did  not  answer  the  question  but  said  he 
sympathized  with  them ;  says  the  conversation  did  not  last  five  minutes. 
Mr.  Lincoln  called  for  his  writing  desk  and  wrote  a  note  to  General 
Scott  to  permit  him  to  transport  salt;  he  took  the  note  to  Scott;  Scott 
sent  him  to  Cameron  who  said  it  was  Scott's  business,  and  on  his  return 
Scott  gave  him  the  letter  (Inclosure  No.  G) ;  says  he  never  mentioned  the 
business  to  anyone.  Immediately,  in  less  than  half  an  hour,  left  Wash- 
ington and  took  the  cars  to  Philadelphia;  arrived  there  that  night  and 
there  for  the  first  time  learned  his  son  was  in  the  Northern  army.  Left 
early  the  next  morning;  went  to  Frederick,  saw  General  Cooper,  there 
got  a  permit  from  him  to  pass  salt.  This  permit  was  taken  from  him 
by  Kenly  who  refused  to  pass  salt  unless  he  would  limit  the  quantity; 
he  says  he  then  came  home,  went  to  Colonels  Monroe,  McDonald  and 
General  Carson  and  got  their  permission  to  import  salt;  afterward  he 
returned  to  Washington.  General  Scott  was  displaced  and  he,  Pan- 
coast,  got  Camp  to  aid  him  and  Camp  procured  the  renewal  of  tlie  order 
from  General  McClellan.  When  asked  who  Camj)  was  he  said  he  was 
one  of  the  proprietors  and  editors  of  the  New  Yoik  Tribune;  when 
pressed  as  to  commencement  of  negotiation  between  Camp  and  him- 
self, he  said  after  he  got  General  Scott's  order  and  was  in  the  cars  going 
to  Philadelphia  Camp  came  to  him  in  tlie  cars  and  asked  to  see  Scott's 
permit;  when  he  saw  it  Camp  said  it  was  worth  $50,000  and  pressed  to 
be  let  into  the  speculation.  Pancoast  agreed  to  meet  him  the  next  day 
in  Philadelphia;  Pancoast  says  he  left  Philadelphia  in  the  next  morn- 
ing's train  to  avoid  Camp,  but  says  when  he  had  gone  to  William  sport 
and  found  JKenly  would  not  let  the  salt  pass  and  after  he  got  the  per- 
mits from  Monroe,  McDonald  and  Carson  he  returned  to  Washington. 
Scott  was  then  displaced  and  he  could  not  get  access  to  McClellan.  He 
met  with  Camp,  who  renewed  the  conversation.  He  agreed  to  let  Camp 
have  one-third  of  the  profits  to  be  made  from  the  speculation.    Camp 
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desi suited  Greeu  as  a  proi)er  man  to  unite  with  them  and  take  the  other 
third;  he,  Pancoast,  did  not  know  Green  but  on  Camp's  recommeuda- 
tiou  agreed  to  take  liim  in.  Tliey  telegraphed  for  Greeu.  After  some 
days'  delay  Green  came  on.  He  says  the  delay  arose  from  Gamp  taking 
the  papers  to  New  York  where  he  remained  four  days.  Finally  Gamp 
and  Green  got  McGlellan's  indorsement;  the  three  went  to  Baltimore. 
The  article  (Inclosure  No.  13)  was  drawn  and  executed  and  the  entire 
responsibilii  y  assumed  by  Camp  and  Green.  He  says  Green  is  a  Penu- 
sylvanian  who  married  a  niece  of  Simon  Cameron  and  removed  to  Bal- 
timore, where  he  was  doing  business  as  a  grain  merchant.  When  asked 
what  be  told  Colonels  Monroe,  McDonald  and  [General]  Carson  wheu 
the  permits  (Inclosnres  7,  8,  9)  were  given  he  said  he  told  them  all. 
When  asked  if  he  told  them  Camp  was  a  partner  he  answered  he  was 
not  then  a  partner.  His  attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  Green 
alone  was  named  as  a  partner  in  the  permits,  when  according  to  his 
statement,  he  first  united  with  Camp  and  afterward  Green  was  received 
atCamp's  solicitation ;  he  began  then  to  modify  his  statement.  He  said 
that  after  getting  General  Scott's  letter  he  went  onto  Frederick  where 
he  saw  General  Cooper.  Cooper  gave  him  a  permit  to  t.ike  salt;  Kenly 
took  this  permit  from  him.  He  returned  to  Frederick  in  search  of 
Cooper.  Cooper  had  gone  to  Baltimore;  Pancoast  found  him  at  the 
Eutaw  House.  He  says  the  letter  of  General  Cooper  to  General  Scott 
(Inclosure  No.  10)  was  written  at  the  Eutaw  House;  he  says  this  letter 
was  hai}ded  to  him  by  General  Cooper  to  hand  to  General  Scott  but 
he  did  not  deliver  it  becaiise  General  Scott  was  then  displaced ;  says 
after  this  letter  was  written  he  had  a  conversation  with  General  Coojier 
of  which  he  made  a  memorandum  (Inclosure  No.  11);  was  uncertain 
whether  he  went  home  from  Baltimore  and  obtained  the  permits  then 
or  whether  he  first  went  to  Washington  and  obtained  McGlellan's 
indorsement  of  the  contract.  I  gave  him  time  to  reflect  and  he  wrote 
me  the  letter  returned  (Inclosure  No.  2)  dated  January  14, 

On  this  case  I  submit : 

1.  General  Carson's  statement.* 

'2.  As  the  result  of  my  examination  I  submit — 

First.  Soon  after  Pancoast  was  discharged  from  his  first  arrest  he 
entered  into  communications  with  the  enemy.  These  communications 
were  not  authorized  by  our  officers  and  were  never  disclosed  candidly 
to  them.    They  were  a  breach  of  his  parole. 

Second.  Pancoast  did  enter  into  unauthorized  communications  with 
Mr.  Lincoln,  General  Scott  and  General  Cooper  to  obtain  a  license 
from  which  he  expected  to  make  much  money.  To  aid  him  in  these 
negotiations  he  associated  himself  with  Camp,  one  of  the  proprietors 
and  editors  of  the  New  York  Tribune,  and  with  John  A.  Green,  a 
nephew  of  S.  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Third.  I  am  satisfied  he  never  did  disclose  to  Colonels  Monroe  and 
McDonald  and  General  Carson  John  A.  Green's  relations  with  Secre- 
tary Cameron,  and  I  am  also  satisfied  he  studiously  concealed  from 
those  officers  Camp's  connection  with  him  and  the  extent  and  charac- 
ter of  his  speculations. 

3.  I  am  satisfied  in  his  examination  he  did  not  design  to  tell  me  the 
truth  in  relation  to  his  transaction  with  Messrs.  Lincoln,  Cameron, 
Scott,  Cooper  and  McClellan,  officers  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  but  that  he  studiously  concealed  from  me  the  means  by  which  he 
procured  tiie  license  to  bring  salt  into  Virginia. 

*  Not  lound. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  1537 

4.  From  Pancoast's  examinatiou  I  am  satisfied  tbe  license  procured 
would  have  been  of  great  value  if  tbe  speculation  liad  been  carried  out 
From  General  Cooper's  letter  I  am  satisiied  this  license  was  supposed 
by  the  officers  of  the  United  States  Government  to  be  of  great  value 
and  I  infer  it  was  inconsistent  with  licenses  granted  to  other  persons 
for  pay.  What  consideration  was  promised  tlie  (Government  of  the 
L  lilted  States  for  this  license  does  not  appear.  The  necessary  infer- 
ence is  that  it  was  injurious  to  our  Government. 

I  cannot  avoid  the  belief  that  Mr.  Pancoast  in  violation  of  his  parole 
was  engaged  in  secret  communications  with  the  enemy,  which  until 
explained  places  him  in  the  condition  of  spy  who  for  private  interest 
was  ready  to  betray  his  country.  I  recommend  for  the  present  he  be 
held  as  a  prisoner  who  has  violated  liis  parole  and  engaged  in  improper 
and  secret  communications  with  the  enemy. 

S.  S.  BAXTER, 

Commissioner. 

[Inclosure  Ho.  1.] 

I  was  born  and  raised  in  New  Jersey  and  came  from  there  into  my 
present  residence  in  Hampshire  County,  Va.,  nearly  fifteen  years  ago 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  which  I  carried  on  until  a 
few  years  since,  when  in  the  fall  of  the  price  of  iron  I  broke  np,  not 
paying  my  debts,  and  by  so  doing  made  some  bitter  enemies  who  are 
relentles.sly  pursuing  me  at  this  time.  I  was  brought  up  an  orthodox 
Quaker  and  took  not  much  part  in  politics;  hardly  ever  in  my  life 
voted  a  solid  party  ticket  and  in  the  late  elections  for  convention  and 
secession  I  did  not  vote  at  all  either  for  or  against,  and  being  poor  and 
nothing  to  do  at  home  and  my  neighborhood  suffering  much  for  salt, 
clothing,  &c. ;  and  having  been  arrested  and  brought  before  General 
Carson  on  the  broad  charge  of  disloyalty,  who  kept  me  five  days  a 
prisoner;  and  no  charges  or  witnesses  being  brought  before  him  after 
signing  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Virginia  was  discharged,  and  before 
leaving  his  office  asked  him,  General  Carson,  if  I  would  be  doing 
wrong  to  go  into  Maryland  to  get  salt,  groceries,  &c.,  for  our  neighbor- 
hood. He  replied,  "We  must  wink  at  such  things,"  which  I  accepted 
as  assent,  and  went  on  a  few  days  after  to  Maryland  and  found  at 
flagerstown,  where  I  expected  to  purchase,  that  General  Cooper's  com- 
mand which  were  then  stationed  at  Williamsport  had  stopped  and 
unloaded  some  salt  a  few  days  before  and  refused  to  let  any  go  west 
under  any  circumstances.  I  then  started  to  Washington,  entirely 
unknown  and  unnoticed  without  any  introduction  or  letter  of  any  kind, 
to  see  Lincoln.  I  waited  in  Washington  two  days;  the  third  moruing 
1  went  before  breakfast,  wrote  on  a  small  card  "  S.  A.  Pancoast,  of  Vir- 
ginia, wants  five  minutes'  conversation  with  the  President."  He  sent 
for  me  to  come  up  at  once.  I  did  so  and  asked  him  if  he  intended  in 
his  last  proclamation  to  strike  out  of  Western  Virginia  our  counties; 
that  we  were  suffering  for  salt,  groceries,  &c.,  and  many  families  look- 
ing altogether  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  had  no  way  of 
going  elsewhere  to  get  them.  He  said  he  sympathized  with  us,  but 
you  will  feed  the  rebel  families.  I  replied  "yes;"  did  he  want  to  make 
war  on  old  men,  women  and  children  ?  I  had  divided  all  I  had  with 
them  as  long  as  I  had.  He  said,  "no," that  was  right,  and  would  write 
to  General  Scott  to  do  something  for  me.  I  went  to  Scott;  he  asked 
me  questions  but  said  Cameron  ought  to  do  that,  and  sent  an  aide  with 
me  to  Cameron.  I  heard  no  part  of  the  conversation,  only,  "tell  Gen- 
eral Scott  he  is  the  one,"  which  the  aide  did,  and  at  once  General  Scott, 

97  R  R— SERIES  II— VOL  II 


1538  PRISONERS   OF   AVAR,    ETC. 

without  a  single  qnestiou,  told  the  secretary  to  write  me  an  order  for 
Hampshire  County.  The  secretary  asked  nuder  what  restrictions. 
He  said,  "None,  sir,  only  under  the  direction  of  General  Cooper."  1 
then  asked  him  to  have  Governor  Thomas'  name  included  as  I  had 
formerly  been  acquainted  with  hiiu.  General  Cooper  at  once  gave  nie 
an  order  to  Colonel  Kenly  to  pass  into  Virginia  with  salt,  groceries, 
&c.,  which  was  directed  to  Kenly.  1  then  saw  Thomas,  who  wanted  me 
to  give  him  information  and  assistance  in  having  some  men  arrested 
on  our  side  of  the  river,  which  I  so  bitterly  opposed  that  he  would  not 
only  render  me  no  assistance  but  went  ahe.ad  of  me  to  Kenly  and  got 
him  to  take  and  keep  my  i)ermission  of  Cooper's,  but  to  send  me  back 
to  Washington  again,  saying  I  was  a  secessionist  and  would  feed  the 
whole  rebel  army.  Instead  of  going  immediately  back  I  thought  it 
best  to  come  home  after  taking  in  a  partner  (Joim  A.  Green,  who  is 
strong  Southern  in  his  feelings)  and  get  authority  from  the  head  of  the 
army  here.  I  did  go  to  General  Carson,  Colonels  McDonald  and  Mon- 
roe, all  of  whom  gave  me  such  articles  of  consent-right  that  1  thought 
I  had  full  authority  and  was  doing  a  good  act  for  my  country  South.  I 
then  with  these  papers  went  on  again,  after  waiting  several  days  to  see 
McClellan,  and  finding  it  impossible  almost  for  me  to  do  it  alone  I  agreed 
to  give  Mr.  Camp,  from  New  York,  one-third  of  the  profits  if  he  would 
get  him  to  renew  it.  After  several  days'  detention  he  brought  it  to  me 
signed.  I  objected  as  it  named  Union  men,  but  the  lawyer  said  who 
drew  the  contract  that  the  language  used  by  McClellan  renewed  the 
first  in  all  its  purity  and  so  I  thought  it  was,  and  after  making  arrange- 
ments with  Mr.  Green  to  purchase  salt,  &c.,  and  started  as  soon  as 
practicable.  I  came  on  to  go  to  Richmond  to  see  President  Davis,  get  his 
approval  to  it  and  to  ask  him  and  the  governor  to  grant  permission  for 
those  small  farmers  who  have  no  market  along  the  harbor  to  trade 
their  grain,  hay,  hoop  poles,  &c.,  for  salt  and  groceries  to  make  them 
comfortable  and  save  them  meat.  My  wife  some  eighteen  months  ago 
was  presented  by  her  brother  in  New  Jersey  with  a  half  dozen  little 
tumbler  pigeons,  which  being  of  so  slow  a  flight  have  been  all  but  one 
caught  by  the  hawks,  and  passing  through  the  market  in  Baltimore, 
and  seeing  some,  1  gave  62|  cents  a  pair  for  two  pair,  and  a  pair  of 
ruffle  necks,  which  I  brought  home  with  me  and  for  which  the  house 
was  searched  and  the  pigeons  taken  and  kept  up  to  this  time,  I  hear, 
for  carrier  pigeons.  My  enemies  hunting  that  hard  to  injure  me,  having 
nothing  else,  try  to  make  something  out  of  that,  but  1  here  positively 
assert  that  from  the  time  of  my  signing  the  oath  up  to  the  time  of  my 
arrest  that  I  have  not  broken  that  oath  either  in  thought,  word  or 
deed.  I  was  arrested  by  my  house  being  open  the  night  of  my  return 
and  taken  to  Capon  Bridge,  the  same  day  to  Winchester,  where  Gen- 
eral Jackson  ordered  me  to  be  imprisoned,  but  Colonel  Byrd,  who  was 
acquainted  with  me,  thought  I  was  too  old  a  man  to  be  put  in  the 
guard  house  for  what  I  had  done;  put  me  on  my  parole.  I  remained  a 
week,  when  Byrd  told  me  he  had  resigned  and  placed  me  in  charge  of 
Batts,  who  at  once  put  me  in  the  guard  house  filled  with  body  lice,  and 
where  for  ten  days  I  have  suffered  awfully  for  one  who  thinks  he  has 
done  no  Avrong. 

S.  A.  PANCOAST. 

I  omitted  to  state  that  owing  to  Governor  Thomas'  objections  to  my 
carrying  salt,  groceries,  &c.,  into  Virginia  on  account  of  feeding  the 
army  here  that  I  came  to  Generals  Carson,  McDonald  and  Monroe  to 
get  a  statement  that  they  would  not  have  the  salt  impressed.    After 
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that  1  went  back  to  fulfill  the  arrangements,  and  which  papers,  with  the 
agreement  with  Green  and  Camp,  are  in  the  hands  of  General  Jackson, 
and  at  the  time  that  this  was  going  forward  they  were  the  only  officers 
in  command  in  this  part  of  the  country.  General  Jackson  was  not  here 
and  having  done  nothing  only  by  consent  of  the  authorities  in  command 
I  think  it  hard  that  I  should  suffer. 

[S.  A.  P.] 

[Inclusiire  Nu.  2.] 

[EiCHMONDj,  January  14,  1802. 
Judge  Baxtbk. 

Respected  Sir  :  I  find  that  I  made  a  mistake  in  my  statement.  It 
had  entirely  slipped  my  memory  that  after  I  saw  General  Cooper  at  tbe 
Eutaw  House  where  he  gave  me  that  letter  to  General  Scott  that 
I  went  back  to  Washington  from  there  and  it  was  then  and  there  1 
again  saw  Camp  and  Green,  Green  for  the  first  time,  who  was  sent  for 
by  Camp  and  who  returned  with  me  to  Baltimore  to  see  Cooper.  Not 
finding  him  at  the  Eutaw  we  went  on  to  Frederick,  where  we  found 
him  and  where  I  took  that  memorandum  thee  showed  me  yesterday. 
From  there  I  hired  the  horse  and  buggy  for  Komuey  and  Winchester. 
Thee  is  mistaken  where  Camp  Carroll  is.  I  am  told  here  that  it  is  within 
a  mile  and  three-fourths  of  the  Eutaw  House  and  that  General  Cooper 
made  Eutaw  House  his  headquarters.  So  much  for  his  heading  his 
letter  Camp  Carroll.  The  other  doubt  in  thy  mijid  against  me  as  regards 
influence  with  the  President  I  cannot  as  yet  satisfy  thy  mind,  but  will 
if  life  lasts.  I  also  send  a  letter  from  wile*  to  me;  not  so  much  to  parade 
her  feelings  as  to  show  thee  that  she  did  send  me  a  former  letter  in 
which  my  married  daughter  put  $5,  which  was  directed  to  the  provost- 
marshal,  Richmond,  and  to  ask  thee  if  thee  pleases  to  inform  me  how 
I  will  find  it  as  it  has  not  been  heard  of  by  me.  For  the  return  of  my 
letter  with  such  information  I  will  be  much  obliged.  Excuse  this 
freedom  for  I  have  none  else  to  ask. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

S.  A.  PANCOAST. 

[luclosuie  ITo.  3.] 

Virginia,  County  of  Frederick,  to  wit  : 

Private  John  AUery  this  day  made  oath  before  me,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  said  county,  that  a  few  days  ago  in  conversation  with 
him  Samuel  A.  Pancoast,  who  resides  at  or  near  Bloomery,  in  Hamp- 
shire County,  Va.,  inquired  of  him  "  If  thee  had  a  near  relative  who 
was  a  Union  man  and  he  inquired  of  thee  the  way  to  a  ])articular  place 
what  would  thee  do — would  tbee  tell  him  or  not?"  To  which  affiant 
replied,  "  Considering  the  state  of  things  now  I  should  certainly  as  a 
true  Virginian  an'est  him."  He  then  asked  affiant  if  he  thought  that 
would  be  treason.  I  replied,  " I  do  not  know."  He  then  said,  "If  thee 
call  that  treason,  then  I  am  guilty,"  as  he  had  told  two  men  the  way  to 
a  particular  place;  that  those  two  men  came  to  his  house  and  inquired 
the  way  to  a  particular  place  and  he  told  them  the  way.  This  state- 
ment was  accomx^anied  by  such  qiiestions  on  the  part  of  Samuel  Pan- 
coast  as  induced  the  affiant  to  believe  that  the  two  men  referred  to 
were  passing  from  the  South  to  the  North. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  31st  day  of  August,  1861. 

GEO.  W.  WARD, 
Justice  of  the  Peace, 

*  Omitted  here;  see  j).  1531. 
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Virginia,  County  of  Frederich,  to  loit  : 

Private  B.  J.  Engle  this  day  made  oatli  before  me,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  said  county,  that  before  the  adoption  of  the  ordinance  of 
secession  by  the  popular  vote  of  Virginia,  but  after  its  passage  by  the 
convention,  the  above-named  Samuel  A.  Pancoast  remarked  to  afflant 
that  he  (Engle)  was  born  in  Virginia  and  when  therein  he  supposed  he 
Tvould  go  with  the  South,  but  that  he  (Pancoast)  was  born  and  raised 
in  the  North;  as  was  natural  his  sympathies  were  with  the  North. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  31st  day  of  August,  1861. 

GEO.  W.  WAED, 
Justice  of  the  Feace. 

[luclosure  No.  4.] 

Capon  Bridge,  November  ll,  1861. 
Colonel  McDonald: 

I  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  having  Samuel  A.  Pancoast  arrested. 
His  own  admissions  satisfy  me  that  something  is  wrong.  The  evidence 
will  be  furnished  as  soon  as  possible. 

A.  HAEPEE, 
Commanding  at  Capon  Bridge. 

N.  B. — Nothing  has  occurred  since  my  last  that  I  know  of  worthy  of 
note. 

A.  H. 

[Inclosure  No.  5.] 

Hdqks.  Sixteenth  Brigade  op  Virginia  Militia, 

^Yinclle8ter,  Saturday,  August  31,  1861. 
We,  the  undersigned,  having  been  discharged  from  custody  on  our 
parole  of  honor,  doth  each  for  himself  promise  and  declare  that  he 
will  be  a  true,  faithful  and  loyal  citizen  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  in 
war  as  well  as  in  peace,  and  fall  and  perfect  obedience  render  to  her 
laws  and  authority  and  to  those  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  of  which  said  State  is  a  member,  so  long  as  he  shall 
reside  therein ;  and  that  he  will  in  no  wise  nor  to  any  extent  give  aid 
or  comfort  to  her  enemies,  or  to  those  of  said  Confederate  States,  espe- 
cially to  the  United  States,  who  are  now  waging  war  against  her  and 
them,  by  famishing  information  or  otherwise. 

S.  A.  PANCOAST. 
GEOEGE  KEITEE, 
Test: 

GEO.  W.  WAED. 

[Inclosnro  No.  6.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  September  25, 1861. 
Mr.  Samuel  A.  Pancoast  will  be  permitted,  with  the  apjjrobation  of 
the  Hon.  Frank  Thomas  or  General  James  Cooper,  of  Maryland,  to 
take  salt  into  Hampshire  County,  Va.,  for  the  use  of  families  residing 
there,  under  such  regulations  as  the  gentlemen  last  named  or  either  of 
them  may  deem  proper  to  establish. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

[ludoraement.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  2, 1861. 
The  within  permission  to  furnish  salt  to  Union  men  in  Virginia  is 
extended  until  further  orders. 
By  order  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

E.  B.  MARCY.  C,hi^.f  nf  Rtn-ff 
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(Tiiclosure  JTo.  7.] 

llOMNKY,  Va.,  October  ir>,  18G1. 
Samuel  A.  raucoast,  of  this  (Hampshire)  county,  having  as  I  am 
informed  made  an  arransement  with  John  A.  Green  for  supplying  tlie 
citizens  of  Hampshire  and  Morgan  Counties  with  salt,  coflee,  &c.,  being 
liilly  satisfied  that  such  arrangement  would  be  of  incalculable  advan- 
tage to  hundreds  of  families  I  give  it  my  most  cordial  approval  and 
sincerely  hope  that  for  the  sake  of  effecting  the  (iharitable  design  for 
which  it  is  intended  that  no  obstacle  will  be  raised  to  hinder  or  oppose 
it,  assuring  Mr.  Pancoast  that  my  command  shall  in  no  wise  interfere 
to  prejudice  his  purpose. 

A.  MONEOE, 
Colonel  114th  Regiment  Virginia  Militia. 

[Inclosnro  No.  8.1 

EOMNEY,  October  15,  1861. 
Being  informed  that  S.  A.  Pancoast  and  John  A.  Green  have  made 
arrangements  for  supplying  the  citizens  of  Hampshire  and  Morgan 
(bounties  with  salt,  &c.,  I  hereby  assure  them  that  the  supplies  fur- 
nished the  families  will  not  be  taken  by  any  of  my  command. 

ANGUS  w.  Mcdonald, 

Colonel,  Commanding,  &c. 

[Incloswre  No.  9.] 

Special  Order.]  Division  Headquarters, 

Winchester,  Va.,  October  16,  1861. 
The  property  of  Samuel  A.  Pancoast  and  John  A.  Green  shall  be 
exempt  from  impressment. 

JAMES  H.  CARSON, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosnre  No.  10.] 

Camp  Carroll,  October  23, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott, 

Commanderin-Chief,  Army  of  United  States. 
Dear  Sir  :  After  having  given  Mr.  I'ancoast  permission  to  transmit 
small  quantities  of  salt  from  Hagerstown  via  Hancock  and  the  great 
tunnel  into  Virginia,  I  felt  constrained  from  the  abuse  to  which  I  saw 
the  permission  would  be  liable  to  countermand  it.  If  large  quantities 
of  salt  should  be  either  stored  on  the  line  of  Virginia  or  carried  into 
that  State  it  would  soon  undoubtedly  find  its  way  to  the  rebel  camp. 
Instead  of  administering  comfort  to  a  suffering  population  it  would  be 
employed  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  raised  for  the  purpose 
of  pulling  down  the  Government.  If  the  license  to  supply  the  popula- 
tion of  the  counties  bordering  on  the  Potomac  be  accorded  to  a  single 
individual,  however  worthy  he  may  be,  it  will  be  a  subject  of  complaint 
to  every  dealer  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Every  one  will  claim  a  simi- 
lar privilege.  A  license  to  furnish  salt  to  the  suffering  inhabitants 
would  be  worth  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  annually  to  the  licensee. 
But  the  objectionable  feature  most  apparent  is  that  the  party  holding 
such  a  license  would  be  an  object  of  jealousy  to  every  trader  on  the 
river,  all  of  whom  have  to  pay  a  license  for  liberty  to  sell  their  wares 
and  merchandise,  and  who  would  be  justly  annoyed  at  a  permission 
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iiccorded  to  another  to  exercise  witliout  paying  for  it  a  privilege  which 
is  denied  to  them  although  they  have  paid  for  exercising  it.  The  diffi- 
cnlty  of  establishing  rules  for  transmitting,  storing  and  selling  salt  will 
become  manifest  the  moment  you  begin  to  reflect  how  it  is  to  be  carried 
into  practice.  Still  I  would  gladly  see  some  regulation  by  which  the 
sutfering  families  on  the  Yirginia  side  of  the  river  might  be  supplied 
with  this  most  indispensable  article.  Perhaps  if  Governor  Thomas 
were  consulted  he  might  be  able  to  furnish  the  names  of  such  loyal 
traders  on  the  Maryland  .side  of  the  river  as  might  be  permitted  to 
receive  small  quantities,  say  twenty-five  bushels  each,  and  sell  it  out 
at  retail,  not  more  than  a  peck  at  a  time,  unless  a  certificate  from  some 
loyal  person  was  furnished  to  show  that  a  larger  quantity  was  needed 
for  some  special  purpose,  as  that  of  salting  the  winter  pork  or  beef  for 
a  family.  This  is  a  mere  suggestion  which  I  have  no  doubt  might  be 
improved,  and  which  might  be  so  guarded  probably  as  would  leave  little 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  salt  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
With  the  highest  regard  and  respect, 

JAMES  COOPER, 
[Brigadier-  General.] 

finclosure  No.  1] — Mcmorandnm.] 

General  Cooper  says  ask  permission  of  Secretary  Cameron  to  carry 
salt,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  suffering  families  in  Hampshire  and  Morgan 
Counties,  storing  it  in  Maryland  at  or  near  the  canal  tunnel  and  taking 
it  across  the  river  at  our  option. 

[Indorseuient.J 

Pan  coast  says  this  permission  was  after  date  of  letter  of  Cooper  to 
Scott.  This  memorandum  is  in  Pancoast's  handwriting.  Says  this  was 
the  same  day  after  his  letter. 

S.  S.  BAXTER. 

[IncloBiire  No.  12.] 

Hdqks.  Third  Eegt.,  Meade's  [Second]  Brig., 
McCall's  Dia'.,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Vol.  Corps, 

Camp  Peirpoint,  October  33, 1861. 
My  Dear  Father:  Thy  most  welcome  letter  came  this  evening  and 
I  was  Just  thinking  how  I  should  manage  to  get  over  early  in  the  morn- 
ing to  see  thee  when  orders  came  to  be  ready  to  march  at  an  early  hour 
to-morrow  morning  with  two  days'  provisions.  Two  days'  rations  are 
all  the  men  can  well  carry  with  them  and  more  may  be  sent  on  so  that 
we  may  not  return  for  a  week  though  we  have  now  no  orders  to  that 
efl'ect.  1  hope  very  much  1  (;an  get  to  see  thee  before  thee  leaves  Wash- 
ington. I  am  anxious  to  hear  how  thy  arrangements  are  progressing, 
what  thee  can  do,  &c.,  and  how  successful  thee  has  been  thus  far. 
Also  what  they  are  doing  at  home,  &c.,  and  how  they  received  the 
7iews  of  my  being  in  the  army.  I  received  a  notice  from  that  army 
board  the  day  after  thee  left  to  report  on  the  next  day  for  examination 
bnt  I  was  so  situated  that  I  could  not.  I  wrote  a  note  to  them  stating 
the  case  and  went  in  on  Saturday.  They  agreed  after  hearing  me  to 
examine  me  at  once,  which  they  did,  giving  me  a  pretty  thorough 
examination.  When  they  were  through  they  promised  to  let  me  know 
by  mail  on  Monday  the  result  but  did  not.  I  therefore  sent  a  note  to 
them  requesting  an  answer.  They  said  they  reported  favorably  upon 
my  case,  which  is  all  I  have  heard  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  get 
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ill  since.  1  suppose  I  shall  not  hear  iiutil  1  am  wanted,  when  I  will  be 
ordered  to  duty  at  once.  If  I  eauuot  get  to  see  thee  please  write  lue  a 
long  letter  and  tell  me  all  and  everything  thee  can  imagine  that  1  wish 
to  know.  I  am  glad  I  passed  that  examination  creditably  even  if  I 
should  not  get  the  appointment  which  I  hope  for.  Mr.  Newton  received 
me  kindly  when  1  was  in  and  told  me  what  thee  had  done  so  far  as  he 
knew,  but  nothing  was  fixed  when  thee  last  saw  him.  If  thee  sees 
I  iiele  Joseph  give  my  love  to  him.  1  wrote  him  a  few  days  since  and 
also  to  mother  and  sisters.  Kiss  them  all  and  give  them  a  great  deal 
of  love  from  me  if  I  do  not  see  thee,  but  I  shall  try  hard  to  do  so,  and 
thee  come  over  if  thee  can. 

With  much  love,  affectionately,  your  son, 

GEO.  L.  PANCOAST. 

{ Incloaare  Xo.  l:{.] 

These  articles  of  agreement  witness :  Whereas  Samuel  A.  Pancoast, 
by  the  assistance  of  the  two  hereinafter  other  named  parties  to  these 
articles,  has  obtained  from  General  Scott  permission  to  transport  salt 
into  Virginia  according  to  the  terms  of  an  order  dated  on  the  25th 
September,  1861,  and  indorsed  by  authority  of  General  McClellan  on 
the  2d  November,  1861 :  Now,  therefore,  these  articles  witness  that,  in 
the  first  place,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sam  of  $1,  the  receipt 
whereof  is  hereby  acknoAvledged,  the  said  Pancoast  hereby  assigns  to 
B.  F.  Camp  and  John  A.  Green,  respectively,  each  a  third  interest  in 
the  said  order  received  as  aforesaid.  And  in  the  second  place  these 
articles  witness  that  the  said  B.  F.  Camp,  John  A.  Green  and  Samuel 
A.  Pancoast,  in  consideration  of  good  and  valuable  considerations 
reciprocally  moving,  hereby  agree  to  and  do  enter  into  a  copartnership 
for  the  transportation  of  salt  according  to  the  provisions  of  said  order 
and  subject  to  the  conditions  hereinafter  mentioned.  True  and  just 
accounts  are  to  be  kept  of  all  merchandise  bought  and  sold,  moneys 
received  and  paid,  and  of  all  transactions  of  the  firm.  Every  thirty 
days  a  settlement  shall  be  had,  or  at  such  times  a,s  the  parties  hereto 
may  otherwise  agree,  and  after  paying  whatever  expenses  may  be 
incurred  the  profits  of  the  business  are  to  be  divided  equally  and  pro- 
portionablv.  share  and  share  alike.  It  is  further  agreed  that  during 
tlie  continuance  of  these  articles  in  force  neither  of  the  parties  hereto 
shall  on  his  personal  account  or  in  any  other  way  engage  in  the  said 
business.  Such  agents  as  may  be  necessary  may  be  selected,  placed 
at  sucli  jioints  as  may  be  desirable,  and  subject  at  all  times  to  the 
control  of  the  parties  hereto.  And  further  it  is  agreed  that  any  matter 
(if  difference  -which  may  arise  in  the  prosecution  of  this  business  may 
be  determined  by  the  judgment  of  two  of  the  three  parties  hereto.  The 
style  of  this  association  shall  be  Camp,  Green  &  Pancoast,  but  the 
oiily  one  authorized  to  use  the  name  of  the  firm  shall  be  B.  F.  Camp, 
wi)o  is  to  be  controlled,  however,  in  such  use  by  and  abide  the  direction 
of  a  majority  of  the  parties  hereto.  In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties 
ha\e  hereunto  interchangeably  set  their  hands  and  seals  this  6th  day 

of  November,  1861. 

B.  F,  CAMP,  [SEAL. 

S.  A.  PANCOAST.  [seal.' 

JNO.  A.  GKEEN.  [seal. 

Test- 

W.  CAMERON  GREEN. 

ALBERT  RITCHIE. 
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[Incloauro  No.  14.1 

WiNCHESTEB,  Va.,  November  11, 1861. 
The  undersigned  having  been  arrested  upon  charges  involving  his 
fidelity  to  the  Gommonwealth  of  Virginia  hereby  promises  and 
declares  that  so  long  as  he  may  continue  a  citizen  or  resident  thereof 
he  will  be  true  and  faithful  to  and  support  the  constitution  of  said 
(^nimonwealth,  and  that  he  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  give  or 
afford  aid  or  comfort  to  her  enemies  or  to  those  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  of  which  she  is  one,  and  that  he  will  not  depart 
from  the  town  of  Winchester  without  the  permission  of  the  military 
commander  thereat, 
(iiveu  under  my  hand  this  11th  day  of  November,  1861. 

S.  A.  PAIfCOAST. 
Test: 

THOS.  K.  CAETWELL. 

[Inclosure  No.  15.] 

WiNCHESTEB,  Va.,  November  13, 1861. 
Samuel  A.  Pancoast  moved  from  New  Jersey  to  Bloomery,  Hamp- 
shire County,  Va.,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago,  and  has  during 
that  time  resided  within  two  miles  of  my  place  of  residence  and  within 
thirteen  miles  of  the  Potomac  River.  I  know  him  well  and  he  is  known 
to  most  of  the  residents  of  Hampshire  and  the  adjoining  counties,  either 
personally  or  by  reputation.  When  he  came  to  Virginia  to  engage  in 
the  iron  business  he  had  a  family  of  a  wife,  three  daughters  and  one 
son.  His  wife  and  two  of  his  daughters  are  still  at  Bloomery.  His 
other  daughter  is  married  and  lives  a  few  miles  from  her  father's  liome. 
His  son  left  Virginia  several  years  ago  to  study  medicine  with  his  uncle, 
Dr.  Joseph  Pancoast,  of  Philadelphia,  and  has  not  permanently  resided 
here  since,  but  has  visited  his  parents  once  or  twice  a  year.  He  came 
to  Virginia  about  the  commencement  of  the  war  and  after  spending 
some  weeks  here  he  returned  to  the  North,  and  entered  the  Northern 
army  as  a  surgeon.  When  Samuel  A.  Pancoast  first  came  to  Virginia 
he  made  a  very  favorable  impression  upon  most  of  our  citizens.  He  was 
taken  for  an  intelligent,  active  and  energetic  business  man,  but  a  few 
years'  residence  here  disclosed  his  real  character,  and  some  few  years 
ago  he  failed  in  business,  our  citizens  sustaining  heavy  losses  by  him, 
and  all  the  real  estate  he  ever  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  brother, 
Dr.  Joseph  Pancoast,  of  Philadelphia,  and  a  Mr.  James  Magee,  of  the 
same  place.  Those  who  know  Samuel  A.  Pancoast  best  are  satisfied 
that  his  Avord  cannot  be  depended  upon;  that  he  is  for  from  being  an 
honest  man ;  that  he  is  treacherous  and  disposed  to  be  mischievous. 
That  he  has  always  been  an  abolitionist  is  well  known,  and  none  of  his 
neighbors  ever  had  any  doubt  as  to  the  side  with  which  he  sympathizes 
in  this  war.  He  is  a  man  of  the  worst  sort  of  character,  and  is  by  our 
best  men  regarded  as  an  exceedingly  dangerous  one  to  be  allowed  to 
go  at  large  in  times  like  the  present.  He  has  within  the  last  two  or 
tlnee  months  visited  Cumberland,  Md.,  Washington  City,  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  and  perhaps  other  places  north  of  the  Potomac,  twice. 
Tlie  first  time  he  went  North  he  stated  before  going  that  his  purpose 
was  to  visit  Lincoln,  to  get  from  him  permission  to  carry  salt  and  gro- 
ceries into  Virginia.  He  was  absent  some  two  or  three  weeks,  when  he 
returned  and  stated  that  he  bad  been  to  Washington,  had  seen  his  son, 
wlio  is  in  tl)e  Northern  army;  had  had  an  interview  with  Lincoln 
and  General  Scott,  and  that  they  had  given  him  written  permission  to 
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bring  salt  and  groceries  over  the  river.  He  returned  to  liis  home  and 
after  visiting  Komney  and  Winchester  again  started  back  to  the  North 
and  has  been  absent  ever  since,  until  last  Sabbath  night  when  he  came 
home.  He  brought  with  him  from  the  otlier  side  of  the  river  four  or 
live  pigeons  that  I  had  reason  to  believe  were  carriers.  1  heard  of  his 
arrival  and  determined  to  have  him  arrested.  It  is  somewhat  remark- 
able that  one  of  tlie  visits  of  the  Yankee  forces  to  Itomney  was  made  a 
few  days  after  Pancoast  went  over  the  river  the  first  time,  and  that  tlie 
last  attack  upon  Komney,  which  resulted  so  disastrously  to  Colonel 
McDonald's  command,  was  only  a  few  days  after  Pancoast  left  Virginia 
on  his  second  visit  to  the  Xoi'tli.  Another  thing  our  citizens  wonder 
at  is  that  Pancoast  can  cross  the  river  when  and  where  he  pleases,  a 
thing  that  no  one  else  can  do.  I  have  the  best  reason  for  believing  that 
Southern  men  living  in  Maryland  are  amazed  tliat  the  authorities  here 
do  not  put  a  stop  to  his  crossing  into  their  State,  and  that  his  true 
character  is  much  better  understood  there  than  here.  He  has  no  ties 
binding  him  to  the  South  except  that  one  of  his  daughters  is  married 
to  a  Southern  man.  With  that  exception  all  his  own  and  bis  family 
connections  are  residents  of  the  North.  He  has  always  had  a  most  con- 
temptible opinion  of  the  Southern  people  and  of  everything  Southern, 
but  has  been  as  cautious  as  a  man  of  his  character  can  be  about  show- 
ing it.  He  has  denounced  the  present  war  as  an  hiferual  one,  for  which 
South  Carolina  is  most  to  blame.  He  is  a  New  Jersey  Quaker,  and 
with  every  feeling  of  his  heart  in  favor  of  the  North  he  is  unprincipled 
enough  to  do  anything  to  injure  the  South  that  may  come  in  his  way. 
The  more  investigation  that  is  given  to  his  case  the  worse  it  will  appear. 
His  son-in-law  is  a  true  and  loyal  citizen  of  Virginia,  and  no  one  in  Pan- 
coasfs  neighborhood  has  a  worse  opinion  of  him  than  that  son-in-law 
has.  The  facts  I  have  stated  and  more  that  I  could  state  did  time 
allow  can  be  substantiated,  I  believe,  by  the  testimony  of  witnesses. 
I  have  no  personal  dislike  to  gratify,  and  if  I  know  my  own  heart  am 
not  disposed  needlessly  to  harm  him  or  any  other  being.  He  has  been 
my  neighbor,  and  I  have  sustained  losses  by  him,  and  for  these  reasons 
I  have  refrained  from  taking  an  active  part  against  him  as  long  as  it 
was  possible  for  me  to  do  so.  I  do  it  now  at  no  little  risk  to  myself, 
my  family  and  property. 

EOBEET  B.  SHERRAl^D. 
Frederick  County,  to  wit: 

This  day  Eobert  B.  Sherrard  appeared  before  me  and  made  oath  that 
partly  from  his  own  knowledge  and  from  the  best  information  that  he 
has  been  able  to  get  the  statements  made  in  the  paper  hereto  annexed 
are  substantially  true. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  13th  November,  LSOl. 

-I.  S.  DAVIS, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Case  of  John  Minor  Botts. 

Henrico,  March  2S,  1862. 
President  Davis: 

I  appeal  to  vour  kindness  to  get  you  to  answer  me  a  few  questions. 
First,  what  was  Mr.  Botts  taken  from  his  family  for  and  cast  into  jail?* 
Second,  why  is  he  kept  there  now  three  weeks  without  allowing  him  a 

'The  date  of  Botts'  arrest  is  uuknown;  the  order  of  arrest  and  proceedings  in  Uis 
case  cannot  be  found. 
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trial';  Mr.  Davis,  what  has  he  done  to  cause  his  coufluemeiit?  Oould 
you  but  know  the  anguish  of  his  distressed  family  you  would  not  keep 
them  tortured  as  they  are.  A  family  of  girls  without  a  mother,  and 
their  idolized  father  torn  from  them  at  such  a  time  of  danger  as  this ! 
Have  you  children?  How  would  you  feel  about  them?  Are  you  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  Christ?  Eemember  the  Savior's  holy  words, 
"Blessed  are  the  iieacemakers."  Answer  this  speedily  if  you  please, 
and  direct  it  to 

Miss  M.  M.  BLAIE, 
(Care  of  Crosby  Anderson,  Richmond,  Va.) 


War  Department,  Bichmond,  April  11,  1862. 
Hon.  J.  B.  Baldwin,  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  iustant  inclosing  a  note  from 
Miss  Botts  addressed  to  yourself*  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
Oeneral  Winder  has  received  instructions  to  permit  interviews  between 
31r.  Botts  and  his  daughters  in  the  presence  of  an  oflicer,  and  that  a 
court  of  inquiry  has  been  ordered  on  his  case. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CEO.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Richmond,  April  18,  1862. 
General  George  W.  Randolph,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  having  acted  as  counsel  for  Mr.  John  Minor 
Botts  in  the  late  investigation  before  a  court  of  inquiry  beg  in  his 
behalf  to  express  the  hope  that  in  case  the  general  flndingof  the  court 
shall  be  approved  it  will  be  your  pleasure  to  allow  Mr.  Botts  to  remain 
at  his  own  home,  under  such  restrictions  as  may  seem  necessary,  instead 
of  removing  him  to  a  different  locality  as  suggested  by  the  court  as  an 
alternative.  It  seems  to  us  that  all  the  purposes  contemplated  might 
be  fully  secured  by  confining  Mr.  Botts  to  his  own  premises,  by  forbid- 
ding all  intercourse  by  correspondence  or  otherwise  except  by  permis- 
sion of  the  authorities  with  any  persons  except  the  members  of  his  own 
family,  and  by  requiring  his  parole  and  if  necessary  bond  and  security 
to  insure  his  compliance  with  these  conditions.  This  you  will  observe 
is  the  first  alternative  proposed  by  the  court,  except  that  the  court  seem 
not  to  have  contemplated  the  parole  or  the  bond.  We  suggest  it  now 
in  consequence  of  a  conversation  had  with  you  this  morning  by  one  of 
us,  Mr.  Joynes. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  humble,  obedient  servants, 

WM.  JOYNES. 

A.  T.  DANIEL. 

A.  JUDSON  CRANE. 

[Indorsement.] 

Think  that  for  the  present  Mr.  Botts  should  not  be  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Richmond,  and  have  therefore  ordered  his  discharge  on  parole 
if  he  will  retire  to  the  interior  and  pledge  himself  to  do  or  say  nothing 
prejudicial  to  the  Confederacy  or  its  Government. 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH. 

*  Not  found. 
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War  IJEPAETMENT,  Richmond,  April  U'2, 1862. 
Messrs.  W.  T.  Jovnes  and  Others,  Bichmond,  Va. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  thelSthinstanthas  been  received.  Ithink 
that  for  the  present  Mr.  Botts  should  not  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
vicinity  of  llichmond,  and  have  therefore  ordered  his  discharge  on 
parole  if  he  will  retire  to  the  interior  and  pledge  himself  to  do  or  say 
nothing  prejudicial  to  the  Confederacy  or  its  Government. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  Wrir. 

General  Okdebs,  )  War  Department, 

>     Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 
No.  28.  )  Bichmond.  Ainil  25,  1802. 

A  court  of  inquiry  having  assembled  at  Richmond,  pursuant  to  Spe- 
cial Orders,  No.  81,  April  9, 18G2,  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
eral's Office,  to  examine  "into  the  causes  of  the  arrest  of  John  Minor 
Botts  and  to  report  the  facts  in  reference  thereto,  and  whether  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court  it  is  compatible  with  the  public  safety  to  discharge" 
the  said  John  Minor  Botts;  and  the  court  having  made  such  examina- 
tion and  reported  the  result  with  the  evidence  taken  in  the  case  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  are  his  decision  and  orders  there- 
upon : 

The  Secretary  ofWar  having  considered  the  record  of  the  examination  in  the  case 
of  John  Minor  Botts,  and  the  report  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Winder  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  confining  him  to. his  house  and  premises  in  the  manner  recommended  by 
the  court  of  inquiry,  directs  that  he  be  discharged  from  confinement  on  his  deliver- 
ing to  General  Winder  a  written  parole  of  honor  to  the  following  effect: 

That  until  otherwise  permitted  by  the  Department  he  will  sojourn  in  Lynchburg, 
Danville,  or  Raleigh,  or  in  such  other  place  in  the  interior  as  may  be  selected  by  him- 
self with  the  consent  of  the  Department;  that  he  will  proceed  without  unnecessary 
delay  to  the  place  of  his  sojourn ;  that  he  will  not  depart  therefrom  or  go  more  than 
five  miles  from  his  residence;  and  that  while  on  parole  he  will  do  nothing  to  the 
injury  of  the  Confederate  Government,  nor  express  any  opinion  tending  to  impair 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  capacity  of  the  Confederate  States  to  achieve  their 
independence. 

Mr.  Botts'  family  will  receive  passports  to  join  him  if  desired. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Case  of  Isaiah  Bespass,  Mayor  of  Washington,  N.  C. 

Headqt'arters  Department  of  Henrico, 

Bichmond,  May  '>,  1802. 
Hon.  G.  W.  liANDOLPii,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Isaiah  Respass  was  sent  to 
Richmond  as  prisoner  by  General  Holmes.  The  inclosed  letter  from 
Capt.  W.  S.  G.  Andrews  explains  the  cause  of  his  arrest.  I  inclose 
also  a  copy  of  the  charges  upon  which  he  was  tried  before  a  court- 
martial.  The  court  acquitted  him  of  all  the  charges  and  specifications, 
though  the  first  specification  to  first  charge  and  specification  to  seventh 
charge  were  clearly  proven. 

In  the  order  publishing  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  Mr. 
Respass  will  be  required  not  to  go  east  of  the  railroad  leading  from 
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Richmond  to  Wilmington,  IST.  C,  as  the  commanding  general  in  North 
Carolina  does  not  wish  him  to  go  back  to  the  neighborhood  of  the 
enemy. 

liespectfnllv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

B7-igadier-General. 

[Inolosuro  No.  1.] 

Greenvillt;,  N.  C,  April  3, 1862. 

:Maj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina. 
Sir:  I  send  you  with  this  dispatch  Isaiah  Respass,  mayor  of  Wash 
gtou,  who  has  been  arrested  by  a  detachment  of  Major  Walker's 


in 


s 


cavalry  under  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Ransom  to  arrest  him 
and  under  your  own  order  to  arrest  all  suspicious  persons.  I  have 
lieretofore  written  you  a  full  account  of  his  trip  to  New  Berne  and  have 
received  only  this  additional:  Col.  S.  T.  Oarrow,  of  the  militia,  Joseph 
Potts,  1.  Respass,  B.  F.  Havers  and  James  R.  Grist  went  on  board  a  Yan- 
kee ship  at  Washington  and  drank  with  the  officers.  Captain  Murray, 
commanding  the  ship,  gave  this  toast:  "Here  is  to  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Federal  Union,  a  plantation  in  Georgia  and  100  negroes,  with  a 
summer  residence  in  North  Carolina,"  which  they  all  drank.  Colonel 
Carrow,  commanding  the  militia,  diped  with  them.  This  I  have  from 
an  eye-witness  and  is  true.  I  deem  it  best  to  forward  Respass  directly 
across  to  you,  rather  than  by  the  railroad  via  Tarborough  and  Rocky 
Mount. 

Yerv  respectfuUv,  yours,  as  ever, 

W.  S.  G.  ANDREWS, 
Captain,  Tenth  North  Carolina  Artillery,  Commanding. 

[Tnclnsure  No.  2.] 

Charges  and  specifications  against  Isaiah  Respass,  of  North  Carolina. 

Charge  1. — Holding  correspondence  with  the  enemy. 

Specification  1. — In  this,  that  the  said  Isaiah  Respass  on  or  about  the 
28th  of  March,  1862,  at  New  Berne,  N.  C,  did  hold  unlawful  corre- 
spondence with  the  enemy. 

Specification  3. — In  this,  that  the  said  Isaiah  Respass  on  or  about  the 
28th  of  March,  1862,  at  Washington,  N.  C,  did  hold  correspondence 
with  the  enemy  with  the  intent  to  give  them  aid  and  comfort. 

Charge  2. — Giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy. 

Specification  1. — In  this,  that  the  said  Isaiah  Respass  on  or  about  the 
28tli  of  March,  1802,  at  New  Berne,  N.  C,  did  unlawfully  give  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemy. 

Specification  ,?.^In  this,  that  the  said  Isaiah  Respass  on  or  about  the 
28th  of  March,  18C2,  at  Washington,  N.  C,  did  give  intelligence  to  the 
enemy  with  the  intent  to  give  them  aid  and  comfort. 

Specification  3. — In  this,  that  the  said  Isaiah  Respass  on  or  about 
the  28th  of  March,  1862,  at  divers  other  places  in  North  Carolina  did 
unlawfully  give  intelligence  to  the  public  enemy. 

Charge  3. — Harboring  the  enemy. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  the  said  Isaiah  Respass  on  or  about  the 
28th  of  March,  1862,  at  Washington,  N.  C,  did  knowingly  and  unlaw- 
fully harbor  the  public  enemy. 

Charge  4. — Protecting  the  enemy. 
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Specification.— In  this,  that  the  said  Isaiah  Eespass  on  or  about  the 
28th  of  March,  18G2,  at  Washington,  N.  C,  knowingly  and  unlawfully 
did  protect  the  public  enemy. 

Chakge  5.— Giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

Specification  l.—lu  this,  that  the  said  Isaiah  Eespass  on  or  about  the 
2Sth  of  March,  18(52,  at  Washington  and  divers  other  places  in  North 
Carolina  did  unlawfully  circulate  the  proclamation  of  tlie  commander 
of  the  forces  of  the  enemy  with  the  intent  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  said  enemy. 

Specification  2. — In  this,  that  the  said  Isaiah  Eespass  on  or  about  the 
28th  of  March,  1862,  at  Washington,  N.  C,  did  unlawfully  endeavor  to 
persuade  the  citizens  of  said  North  Oarolina  to  submit  to,  acquiesce  in 
and  sustain  the  rule  and  authority  of  the  eneniy. 

Charge  6. — Uttering  treasonable  language. 

Specification, — In  this,  that  the  said  Isaiah  Eespass  on  or  about  the 
28th  of  March,  1862,  at  Washington,  N.  C,  did  declare  and  say  that 
the  people  of  North  Carolina  ought  to  seek  the  protection  of  the  enemy 
and  that  said  enemy  should  be  received  as  friends,  or  words  to  that 
efiect. 

Charge  7. — Piloting  the  enemy. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  the  said  Isaiah  Eespass  on  or  about  the 
18th  of  March,  1862,  did  unlawfully  conduct  and  accompany  the  com- 
mander of  the  forces  of  the  enemy  from  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  to  or  near 


to  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


L.  E.  PAGE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Convention,  Raleigh,  April  30, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  J.  Ashe. 

My  Deak  Sik:  Judge  Badger  this  day  introduced  a  series  of  reso- 
'lutions  asserting  great  abstract  political  pro^jositions  in  regard  to  civil 
liberty,  &c.,  and  Avound  up  with  a  certain  resolution  asserting  that  a 
certain  man  by  the  name  of  Isaiah  Eespass  (I  think  the  mayor  prob- 
ably of  Washington,  some  little  town  in  the  east)  had  been  unlawfully 
seized  by  the  militaiy  authorities  and  hurried  off  to  Eichmond  where 
he  is  now  incarcerated  (to  be  tried,  as  he  says  in  his  speech,  by  a  drum- 
head court-martial),  and  his  resolution  asks  the  convention  to  demand 
of  those  having  him  in  possession  to  restore  said  Eespass  to  the  State 
80  that  he  may  be  tried  by  the  civil  authorities  of  the  State.  I  suppose 
he  means  of  course  by  the  Confederate  courts  of  the  district  in  which  the 
offense  was  committed.  Your  advertisement  for  arms  and  particularly 
for  impressing  them  came  in  for  its  share  of  comments.  The  question 
sprung  suddenly  upon  the  house,  and  we  ask  time  for  some  reflection  and 
deliberation  in  order  to  be  in  possession  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  par- 
ticularly as  to  the  man  Eespass.  Please  inform  me  at  your  earliest 
convenience  all  you  know  of  the  facts  causing  the  arrest  of  Eespass; 
what  he  had  done  and  for  what  and  by  whom  he  was  arrested,  and  how 
it  is  proposed  to  try  him.  I  am  sorry  to  perceive  a  disposition  in  certain 
quarters  to  lose  no  opportunity  to  assail  either  the  administration  or 
any  of  the  military  for  any  and  for  every  act  that  by  the  most  forced 
construction  can  be  made  to  appear  wrong.  Tor  one  I  stand  ready 
always  to  construct  favorably  the  conduct  of  those  who  are  now  cari-y- 
ing  on  this  war  in  whose  successful  termination  is  involved  everything 
dear  to  a  Southern  man,  and  I  give,  it  as  my  deliberate  and  solemn  con- 
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viction  that  it  would  be  far  better  for  every  mau,  woman  aud  cliild  that 
treads  Southern  soil  to  go  under  the  sod  sooner  than  to  submit  to  Yankee 
domination,  No,  never!  1  am  for  fighting  on  and  fighting  ever,  and 
hold  that  our  subjugation  is  an  impossibility  if  every  man  was  animated 
Avith  the  same  spirit  that  you  and  1  possess.  I  Avrite  in  the  greatest 
haste,  without  reviewing  uiy  letter,  in  order  to  get  it  off  before  the 
mail  closes. 

Truly,  yours, 

WM.  P.  LEAK. 

An  early  response  is  asked  as  they  are  pressing  the  subject  for  a  vote. 


Case  of  Asa  Hodges. 

Asa  Hodges,  a  private  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
was  arrested  by  the  orders  of  Brigadier-General  Adams  aud  is  now  con- 
fined as  a  felon  in  the  dungeon  of  the  common  jail  in  the  county  of 
Lowndes  aud  State  of  Mississippi.  The  prisoner  is  not  a  soldier,  nor  did 
the  case  arise  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual 
service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger.  He  was  at  the  time  of  his  arrest 
and  imprisonment  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  his  lawful  business  and 
has  been  deprived  of  his  liberty  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  commanding  general  without  due  process  of  law  aud 
upon  the  order  of  a  military  officer.    It  is  conteuded  and  submitted : 

First.  That  no  offense  known  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  has  been 
charged  against  the  accused,  but  that  he  is  imprisoned  upon  a  general 
suspicion  of  disloyalty  and  upon  some  vague,  intangible  and  indefinite 
accusation. 

Second.  That  said  officer  has  no  power  or  authority  to  try  such  a 
charge  or  to  prefer  such  an  accusation  or  to  make  such  an  arrest  or  to 
make  such  an  order. 

Third.  That  the  officer  or  court  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  premises 
aud  that  the  proceedings  are  without  lawful  authority. 

Fourth.  That  the  proceedings  are  wholly  irregular  and  void. 

Fifth.  That  the  evidence  was  wholly  insufficient  to  support  the  find- 
ing and  judgment  of  the  court  and  was  inadmissible  to  support  such 
an  accusation. 

According  to  the  Constitution: 

Treason  against  the  Confederate  States  Shall  consist  only  In  levying  war  against 
tbem  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.  No  person  shall 
bo  convicted  of  treason  unless  upon  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt 
act  or  on  confession  in  open  court.    (Const.,  art.  3,  see.  3.) 

By  the  ancient  common  law  it  was  left  very  much  to  discretion  to 
determine  what  acts  were  and  were  not  treason.* 

The  evidence  of  the  witness,  Mr.  Humphreys,  upon  whose  single  tes- 
timony the  accused  has  been  condemned,  is  in  an  eminent  degree  liable 
to  these  very  objections.  He  was  engaged  in  lengthy  argument  aud 
controversy  of  several  hours  with  the  accused;  he  was  a  very  sanguine 
iind  hopeful  man,  and  a  very  warm  politician,  so  much  so  that  upon  a 
mere  introduction  to  a  stranger  he  carried  on  a  discussion  for  hours 
upon  the  different  topics  mentioned  in  his  deposition ;  he  not  only  does 
not  give  the  various  arguments  employed  in  throwing  light  upon  the 
subjects,  but  does  not  give  the  language  or  words  used  in  any  instance. 

'  Here  follows  a  long  constitutional,  legal  argument  which  is  omitted. 
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He  retails  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  eutire  conversation  or  con- 
lessious  and  does  not  give  the  conversation  and  argument  in  the  order 
in  which  the  several  matters  were  discussed;  and  states  that  he  only 
gives  the  substance  of  such  parts  of  the  conversation  and  argument 
as  he  considers  material,  or  to  use  his  own  language  "  the  substance 
of  the  material  points;"  that  is  to  say  the  witness  is  the  judge  of  the 
materiality  of  the  points,  gives  only  the  points  made  and  not  the  argu- 
ments ;  gives  only  what  he  considers  in  his  own  judgment  to  be  the  sub- 
stance of  such  points  and  clothes  even  these  in  his  own  language. 

Such  evidence  is  surely  of  the  very  weakest  kind,  and  in  this  trans- 
lation of  the  language  of  the  accused  we  have  to  rely  solely  upon  the 
judgment,  discretion,  impartiality,  intelligence  and  skill  of  the  witness. 
In  a  word  it  is  his  opinion  as  to  the  general  and  aggregate  conclusion 
to  be  drawn  from  a  long  and  animated  discussion.  Upon  every  principle 
of  reason,  justice  and  law  a  citizen  of  standing  and  repute  is  not  to 
forfeit  his  character  and  his  liberty  upon  such  flimsy  proof.  But  giving 
the  fullest  scope  and  the  most  uncharitable  construction  to  the  testi- 
mony of  the  witness  it  does  not  convict  the  accused  of  any  crime,  or  of 
any  offense  punishable  by  the  penal  laAvs  of  the  land. 

Under  the  present  administration  of  the  United  States  Government 
a  great  many  suspected  persons  have  been  seized  and  thrown  into 
prison  under  the  general  appellation  of  "political  prisoners."  In  that 
country  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press  are  no  longer  tolerated. 
We  have  seceded  from  that  Government  and  denounce  such  acts  as 
unconstitutional  and  tyrannical,  as  military  despotism.  Let  us  not  fall 
into  the  same  fatal  error  and  destroy  the  liberties  of  the  people  whilst  we 
are  fighting  to  secure  them.  »  *  *  By  what  lawful  authority  then, 
we  ask,  has  this  peaceable  citizen  been  deprived  of  liberty  and  stigma- 
tized as  infamous?  And  is  he  to  be  branded  as  a  traitor  and  have  his 
good  name  destroyed  by  this  novel  and  summary  proceeding?  And 
who  is  the  accused  ?  It  is  true  he  was  a  stranger  in  Columbus,  Miss., 
but  even  there  upon  the  sudden  emergency  he  found  persons  who 
had  known  him  well  and  who  could  prove  and  who  did  testify  that  he 
was  a  good  and  true  man,  a  loyal  citizen  and  an  ardent  and  devoted 
friend  of  Southern  independence.  See  deposition  on  file*  and  marked 
testimony  on  behalf  of  the  defendant. 

John  E.  Logwood  says  that  he  only  knew  Mr.  Hodges  by  reinitatioii 
but  had  frequently  heard  him  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  best  secessionists 
in  Memphis,  a  man  at  all  times  ready  to  help  in  the  promotion  of  the 
Southern  interest;  and  the  witness  was  very  much  surprised  wlien  he 
heard  of  his  arrest,  as  the  witness  learned  that  he  left  Memphis  to 
escape  arrest  by  the  Federals. 

General  James  A.  Carnes  states  that  he  has  known  Mr.  Asa  Hodges  for 
the  last  four  or  five  years  and  has  regarded  him  as  a  good  citizen  and  a 
reliable  and  trustworthy  business  man;  that  he  never  heard  his  loyalty 
(]uestioned,  and  regarded  him  as  entirely  loyal  to  the  South;  thait  the 
witness  was  a  member  of  the  committee  of  safety  of  the  city  of  Mem- 
phis from  its  first  organization  and  that  his  opportunities  for  getting 
the  names  of  suspected  persons  was  very  good,  and  the  witness  is  of 
the  opinion  that  had  Mr.  Hodges  been  suspected  he  would  have  heard 
of  it;  that  gentlemen  in  whom  he  had  implicit  confidence  informed  him 
that  he  talked  and  evinced  the  right  spirit  in  the  Southern  cause. 

H.  W.  Eeed  testifies  that  he  has  known  Mr.  Hodges  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  years,  and  that  he  has  been  a  consistent  and  upright  man,  and  that 
since  the  war  his  politics  have  been  in  favor  of  the  South;  that  he  has 

*  Not  fouud. 
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IVequeutly  heard  of  his  contributing  largely  and  freely  in  organizing 
(•om])anies  and  for  other  pnrT)oseR  for  the  Confederacy;  he  knows  that 
ho  had  an  interest  in  a  ferry-boat  (Mark  11.  Cheek) ;  and  recollects  to  have 
seen  it  in  the  ^Memphis  papers  as  an  advertisement  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  boat  after  paving  expenses  would  be  appropriated  to  the  Southern 
Confederacy:  and  that  he  is  the  last  man  that  he  Avould  suspect  of  dis- 
loyalty to  the  South. 

H.  T.  Calloway  and  Williaiu  T.  Dowdy  depose  and  say  that  they  are 
late  of  Crittenden  County,  Ark.,  and  that  tliey  have  known  said  Asa 
Hodges  for  the  last  two  years,  and  know  him  to  be  a  good  and  true 
Southern-rights  man— as  true  to  the  South  as  any  one  of  their  acquaint- 
ances—and that  he  had  been  the  most  liberal  contributor  to  tlie  South- 
ern cause  and  volunteers  in  his  county;  that  he  was  interested  in  a 
ferry-boat  across  the  Mississii)pi  Eiver,  and  that  he  and  his  partner 
gave  all  the  net  proceeds  of  the  ferry-boat  to  the  Southern  Confederacy; 
that  lie  has  bee}i  a  great  sufferer  in  the  destruction  of  a  large  quantity 
of  cotton,  &c.;  that  no  one  who  knows  him  ever  questioned  his  loyalty 
to  the  South;  that  tlie  boat  was  captured  by  the  Federals  and  his 
partner  arrested  and  put  on  his  trial  by  the  enemy;  that  he  attended 
the  trial  at  ^[emphis  from  day  to  day  and  staid  until  it  was  over, 
when  he  left  immediately  as  soon  as  he  could  get  off,  took  his  family 
and  came  with  them  to  Okolona,  in  this  State. 

J.M.  Patrick  testiiies  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  is 
acquainted  with  said  Asa  Hodges ;  that  he  has  been  a  familiar  acquaint- 
ance for  the  last  two  years,  his  office  being  in  the  same  building  with 
that  of  Messrs.  Pickett,  Hodges  &  Ward,  factors  and  commission 
merchants,  of  which  firm  said  Hodges  was  a  ])artner,  that  ho  has  had 
frequent  conversations  with  Mr.  Hodges  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war  in  which  he  always  expressed  himself  warmly  in  favor  of  the 
Southern  cause:  that  the  witness  knows  that  lie  was  acttively  engaged 
with  his  brother  in  the  purchase  of  army  supplies  for  the  Confederate 
army  at  Saint  Louis  and  Louisville  just  before  the  prohibition  of  the 
exportation  of  merchandise  from  those  cities  by  the  Federal  authori- 
ties, and  has  never  heard  his  integrity  or  his  motives  ijuestioned  until 
his  arrival  liere  (at  Columbus),  having  ever  since  Ids  acquaintance  with 
him  entertained  a  high  regard  for  him  as  a  gentleman  identified  with 
us  in  feeling  and  interest,  &c. 

Thomas  H.  Cheek  states  tliat  he  lias  known  Col.  Asa  Hodges  for  two 
years  and  a  half  intimately  and  well  and  knows  of  his  own  personal 
knowledge  of  his  being  fully  ideiititied  with  the  South  in  feeling  and  in 
interest;  that  he  has  given  freely  and  largely  to  the  army  of  the  South; 
that  every  company  raised  in  his  section  of  the  county  has  been  liber- 
ally aided  by  him  in  contributions  of  money,  provisions,  clothes  and 
horses,  and  that  he  has  given  two  negroes  to  aid  and  assist  the  soldiers 
leaving  his  neighborhood;  that  he  knows  of  Iiis  giving  upon  any  and 
all  occasions  when  called  upon;  that  immediately  upon  his  arrival 
Colonel  Hodges  called  upon  witness  at  the  Government  machine-shoi) 
in  company  with  Mr.  John  M.  Seely  and  told  witness  of  the  arrest  of 
his  father  in  ]Memphis  by  the  Federals,  and  stated  that  he  (Colonel 
Hodges)  had  been  summoned  from  his  plantation  to  Memphis  to  give 
evidence  in  his,  the  witness',  father's  case,  and  got  a  permit  to  do  so, 
and  that  he  went  down  to  Memphis  for  tliat  purpose,  and  that  as  soon 
as  he  found  the  father  of  the  witness  safe  ho  left  in  his  carriage  with  his 
family  for  his  brother's  in  Mississippi,  and  further  said  that  itwas  impos- 
sible for  any  of  us  to  live  among  the  Yankees.  The  witness  further 
states  that  said  Hodges  was  and  is  now  a  part  owner  in  the  steam  ferry- 
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boat  M.  K.  Cheek,  wliich  runs  from  Memphis  to  Mound  City,  and  that 
all  the  profits  of  said  ferry  after  paying  expenses  since  it  began  were 
given  to  the  Southern  Confederacy ;  that  all  Confederate  soldiers  were 
only  charged  half-price,  and  frequently  when  Colonel  Hodges  was 
l)resent  and  a  company  of  soldiers  were  crossing  he  would  charge  their 
ferriage  to  himself;  that  the  witness  was  captain  of  said  boat  and 
knew  said  facts  of  his  own  personal  knowledge.  In  addition  to  the 
foregoing  said  Thomas  H,  Cheek  testifies  that  the  above  case  against 
his  father,  and  on  which  said  Hodges  was  summoned  and  went  to  Mem- 
]>his  as  a  witness,  was  an  arrest  of  the  father  of  the  witness  by  the 
Federals  after  they  had  captured  Memphis,  on  a  charge  of  having  been 
concerned  with  a  mob  about  twelve  months  before  in  hanging  a  man 
named  Beaman  as  an  abolitionist;  that  his  father  made  a  speech  at  the 
time  in  opposition  to  the  hanging  of  Beaman,  but  advised  that  as  he 
was  in  the  wrong  place  he  ought  to  be  required  to  leave  the  country. 
The  witness  farther  says  that  Hodges  in  the  conversation  testified  about 
above  stated  as  an  additional  reason  for  his  leaving  Memphis  and  com- 
ing to  bis  brother's  in  Mississippi,  that  the  Federals  might  attempt  to 
make  him  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  which  he 
said  he  Mas  determined  never  to  take.  And  further  the  witness  says 
that  as  to  the  business  of  Hodges  he  knows  that  he  had  an  account 
against  the  Government  of  about  $500  in  favor  of  Streeter  &  Co.,  of 
Memphis,  and  that  he  called  on  the  superintendent  at  the  Government 
shop  to  get  his  approval  or  certificate  of  the  correctness  of  the  account 
before  Colonel  Hunt  would  pay  the  same;  that  the  superintendent 
approved  the  account,  and  Colonel  Hunt  being  absent  Mr.  Hodges  left 
the  account  with  the  witness  to  be  presented  to  Colonel  Hunt  when  he 
returned.  The  account  was  for  machinery  furnished  the  Government 
at  Memphis. 

John  M.  Seely  says  that  he  has  known  said  Hodges  over  twelve  months 
in  the  county  of  Crittenden  and  State  of  Arkansas,  some  ten  miles  from 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  knew  him  to  be  a  gentleman  of  high  standing, 
truth  and  veracity,  truly  and  warmly  advocating  the  common  cause  of 
the  South,  and  knows  that  he  contributed  largely  to  our  volunteers  and 
to  our  army  from  his  own  individual  means;  that  the  witness  met 
Colonel  Hodges  here  in  Columbus  last  Thursday  morning  a  week  ago, 
and  soon  after  liis  arrival  here;  that  he  inquired  of  witness  if  he  could 
tell  him  where  he  could  find  Thomas  Cheek,  son  of  Captain  Cheek,  of 
Mound  City,  who  had  been  under  a  late  arrest  at  Memphis  by  the  Feder- 
als, and  said  he  wished  to  see  Thomas  to  tell  him  of  the  fate  of  his 
father;  that  witness  replied  to  him  that  Thomas  was  at  the  Govern- 
ment machine-shop  and  that  witness  would  accompany  him  there,  which 
he  did  as  he  was  a  watchman  of  said  shop.  The  witness  says  that 
Colonel  Hodges  told  him  of  the  arrest  of  Captain  Cheek  and  that  he 
was  summoned  to  come  from  his  plantation  where  he  resides  to  Mem- 
phis to  give  evidence  in  Captain  Cheek's  case;  that  he  got  a  permit  so 
to  do,  that  his  and  Cheek's  ferry-boat  was  seized ;  that  he  said  as  soon 
as  he  got  Captain  Cheek  safe  he  took  his  carriage  and  family  and  left 
for  his  brother's  at  Okolona,  Miss.;  and  that  he  further  said  by  way  of 
caution  to  witness  that  no  man  of  any  Southern  feelings  could  ever  live 
among  the  Yankees;  that  of  this  he  was  fully  satisfied,  and  that  the 
first  chance  he  got  he  left. 

John  R.  Mason  states  that  Col.  Asa  Hodges  called  at  the  office  of 
Cozart  &  Mason,  of  which  firm  the  witness  was  a  partner,  and  settled 
an  account  for  James  Streeter  and  received  a  balance  from  witness  due 
Streeter  of  some  $700  by  order  from  Streeter. 
98  n  V — ap.wTWH  tt  vql  IT 
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William  I.  Sykes,  acting  provost-marshal  at  Columbus,  testifies  that 
said  Asa  Hodges  being  about  to  leave  Columbus,  Miss.,  did  voluntarily 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States  in  due  form,  there 
being  a  general  order  in  such  cases  requiring  said  oath;  and  that  said 
Hodges  did  then  and  there  receive  a  pass  in  due  form  from  the  provost- 
marshal.    This  was  on  the  19th  of  June,  18C2. 

This  testimony  fully  explains  who  Asa  Hodges  is  gives  his  ante- 
cedents as  a  true,  liberal  and  loyal  citizen,  and  as  a  warm  and  devoted 
friend  of  Southern  independence.  Actions  speak  louder  than  words, 
and  if  more  of  our  ardent,  talking,  ultra  Southern  States'  rights  men 
had  acted  half  as  nobly  and  given  as  freely  to  the  cause  as  Asa  Hodges 
we  would  before  this  have  achieved  our  independence.  It  is  clear  that 
the  accused  came  hereon  business  as  he  lawfully  might  do;  that  he 
visited  one  of  the  Government  works  in  com])any  Vi'ith  a  watchman 
for  a  kind  and  generous  purpose;  that  he  attended  to  his  business  com- 
])lied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  military  authority  in  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  received  his  passport  and  left  for  his  brother's  Avhere  his 
family  was. 

But  then  that  argument  and  discussion  with  Mr.  A.  S.  Humi^hreys! 
We  will  not  stop  to  analyze  it.  It  amounts  to  nothing.  But  we  will 
call  attention  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Humphreys  on  file.  He  is  satisfied 
of  the  innocence  of  the  accused.  See  also  the  statement  of  Col.  Thomas 
C.  Billeps  and  Isaac  Williams  as  to  their  understanding  of  what  Col- 
onel Hodges  said  in  that  jiortion  of  the  argument  with  Mr.  Humphreys 
that  they  heard,  and  in  which  they  participated.  They  heard  nothing 
to  cause  them  to  suspect  the  loyalty  of  the  party — they,  good  and  true 
men,  and  more  cool  and  dispassionate  than  the  excitable  and  excited 
Mr.  Humphreys.  No  one  who  knows  Mr.  Hodges — no  citizen  of  Mem- 
phis or  Crittenden  County,  Ark. — none  of  the  neighbors,  ever  sus- 
pected his  loyalty.  It  is  an  entire  stranger,  who  in  a  casual  conversa- 
tion on  the  streets  argued  with  him  certain  "points,"  that  made  the 
discovery  of  his  disloyalty. 

That  the  accused  is  now  a  refugee  with  his  family  from  home  and  has 
had  to  abandon  his  business  and  leave  his  property  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Federals  cannot  be  reasonably  questioned.  The  idea  taken  up  by  the 
Avitness,  Mr.  Humphreys,  that  Colonel  Hodges  might  be  "an  enemy 
sent  here  by  the  Lincoln  authorities  to  ascertain  our  works  and 
strength,  &c.,  to  be  reported  to  them,"  was,  with  all  due  respect  to  that 
gentleman,  a  very  absurd  suspicion.  When  and  how  did  he  become 
the  enemy  of  the  South  and  engage  in  the  employment,  and  obtain  the 
confidence  and  get  into  the  secrets  of  the  Lincoln  authorities'?  And 
where  is  the  proof  of  it?  And  did  a  spy  ever  act  in  such  a  way"? 
Would  a  spy  or  an  enemy  have  engaged  in  such  discussions  and  pro- 
claimed such  sentiments  on  the  public  streets  with  open  and  avowed 
Southern  men?  The  supposition  is  simply  ridiculous.  And  how  con- 
fiding Mr,  Humphreys,  the  bank  director,  was  to  give  him  all  the  de- 
sired information  about  the  specie  on  hand,  the  amount  sent  away, 
where  to,  &c, !  And  out  of  the  number  of  Government  works  here  the 
accused  actually  visited  one  of  them  on  business,  as  is  ])roved,  and 
with  one  of  the  officers,  and  to  see  an  employ6  of  our  Government,  a 
good  and  true  man!  A  curious  Avay,  certainly,  of  ascertaining  our 
strength,  the  character  of  our  works,  &c. 

But  Mr.  Humphreys  says  the  accused  was  "gloomy  and  despondent 
about  our  army  at  Tupelo."  Perhaps  that  was  wrong  in  a  man  who  had 
just  had  GOO  bales  of  cotton  burnt,  had  to  abandon  to  the  Federals  his 
crops  of  wheat,  &c.,  his  plantations,  his  business  and  his  home,  and  had 
to  remove  with  his  family  into  another  State  for  safety  and  protection. 
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What  right  had  he  to  be  "  gloomy  or  despondent,"  and  what  right  bad 
be  to  think  for  himself,  or  feel  his  losses?  And  wliat  riffbt  had  a  citi- 
zen whose  life,  liberty  and  fortune  were  all  staked  upon  the  struggle 
to  give  his  opinion  as  to  the  conduct  and  management  of  our  i)uolic 
aftairs  to  a  sound  Southern  man,  and  argue  the  matter  with  liim  in 
extensol 

Upon  the  whole  Mr.  Hodges  may  not  have  acted  very  wisely.  And 
who  does  who  enters  into  these  useless  and  idle  discussions  with  street 
politicians,  cocked  and  primed  and  ready  for  "liigh  debate?"  That 
Mr.  Humphreys  achieved  a  victory  is  clear,  for  he  landed  his  opponent 
in  jail.  But  what  benefit  the  cause  of  Southern  indej)endence  is  to 
receive  from  incarcerating  citizens  who  have  done  so  much  good  as  the 
accused,  and  whose  faith  has  been  evidenced  by  such  active  and  by 
such  continued  works,  is  for  "the  powers  that  be"  to  determine.  In 
our  humble  opinion  this  is  no  time  to  indulge  in  ungenerous  suspicions 
of  and  harsh  treatment  toward  those  who  have  heretofore  been  openly, 
actively  and  zealously  our  friends. 

JAMES  T.  HAltEISOX, 

C.  E.  CEUSOE, 

ISHAM  HAEEISON,  Jr., 

Of  Counsel  for  Defendant. 


Abstract  of  facts  in  the  case  of  Asa  Hodges  charge<l  with  being  dis- 
loyal to  the  Confederate  Government.  Opinion  of  Brigadier-General 
Adams  founded  on  testimony  of  A.  8.  Humphreys. 

A.  S.  Humphreys. — Substance  of  his  testimony  as  follows :  That  in  an 
argument  of  some  two  hours'  length  he  regarded  him  as  unfriendly  to 
the  Confederate  Government  and  especially  its  management. 

Billeps  and  Williams. — Heard  same  argument  but  did  not  regard  him 
as  unfriendly  to  Government,  but  desponding,  having  had  GOO  bales  of 
cotton  burnt  by  order  of  Government  and  being  once  in  favor  of  the 
policy  of  burning  cotton  but  having  changed  his  opinion  on  witnessing 
the  efifects  of  this  oolicy  within  the  hues  of  the  enemy,  seeing  that  the 
wives  and  childrenof  the  soldiers  could  not  use  Confederate  money  under 
the  order  of  the  Federals  and  only  having  cotton  with  which  thoy  could 
purchase  the  necessaries  of  hfe.  Billeps  and  Williams  agree  in  their 
testimony  that  they  did  not  think  him  from  the  arguments  employed  in 
the  conversation  with  Humphreys  unfriendly  to  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy, but  regarded  him  a  good  Southern  man  afflicted  at  the  time 
with  great  despondency  and  complaining  more  of  the  management  than 
of  the  Government. 

Note.— Billeps  and  Williams  are  represented  as  being  men  of  first 
respectability  in  point  of  wealth,  intelligence  and  patriotism  to  the 
South  in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  It  further  appears  in  testimony  ver- 
sus defendant  that  A.  S.  Humphreys  was  publicly  known  as  an  avowed 
secessionist  and  a  Southern  extremist  at  the  time  of  the  conversation  with 
Hodges. 

Ahstravt  of  testimony  for  defenxe. 

No.  1.— Letter  from  A.  S.  Humphreys  changing  opinions  as  to  defend- 
ant's disloyalty  and  giving  him  all  due  credit  for  an  earnest  desire  lor 
success. 

Xo.  2.— Yoluntarv  oath  before  provost-marshal  of  Columbus,  Miss., 
to  the  Confederate  Government  ren<mnc.ing  all  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  Government. 
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No.  3. — John  E.  Logwood  testifies  that  his  character  in  Memphis 
was  that  of  a  good  Southern  man  contributing  liberally  to  the  cause. 

No.  4. — John  E.  Mason  states  that  defendant's  business  to  Columbus 
was  of  a  private  and  pecuniary  character;  that  he  settled  and  received 
money  on  the  same  from  Cozart  &  Mason. 

No.  o. — H.  VV.  Heed,  an  acquaintance  of  twenty-live  years'  standing, 
states  that  Hodges  made  large  contributions  to  the  Confederacy  and 
gave  particular  instances;  states  fully  his  fidelity,  and  says  that  he  is 
the  last  man  that  he  would  suspect  of  disloyalty  to  the  South. 

No.  G. — Calloway  and  Dowdy  testify  to  his  ample  contributions  to 
the  Southern  cause  and  to  liis  undoubted  fidelity  to  the  South  and  high 
standing  as  a  man  and  give  special  iustances. 

No.  7. — T.  H.  Cheek  testifies  that  Hodges  was  a  partner  of  witness' 
father  in  ferry-boats  across  the  Mississippi  River  at  Memphis;  that  the 
net  proceeds  of  said  ferries  were  given  to  the  Confederacy;  that  often 
Hodges  had  the  soldiers'  ferriage  charged  to  himself;  that  his  going  to 
Memphis  and  remaining  with  the  Federals  was  upon  the  occasion  of 
his  partner's  being  on  trial  before  the  Federals  and  he  being  subpoenaed 
at  his  home  and  taken  there  as  a  witness.  Witness  also  testifies  fully 
to  the  loyalty  and  liberal  contributions  of  defendant  to  the  South;  that 
he  refused  to  remain  at  Memphis  and  save  his  boats  but  left  with  his 
family  for  Chickasaw,  Miss.,  on  the  fear  that  if  he  remained  the  Fed- 
erals would  try  to  compel  him  to  take  the  oath  to  the  United  States 
Government. 

No.  S. — J.  M .  Patrick  testifies  unconditionally  to  defendant's  loyalty — 
an  old  Memphis  acquaintance. 

No.  9. — J .  M.  Seely  testifies  unconditionally  to  defendant's  loyalty, 
his  liberal  contributions  and  a  ])art  of  the  motive  of  his  visiting 
Columbus.    Special  attention  is  called  to  this  witness'  testimony. 

No.  10. — J.  A.  Carnes,  being  a  member  of  the  vigilance  committee  at 
Memphis,  never  found  cause  to  suspect  the  defendant,  but  supposed 
him  to  be  sound,  but  was  so  informed  by  a  gentleman  in  whom  he  had 
implicit  confidence;  had  he  been  otherwise  thinks  he  would  have 
heard  it. 

Note. — The  foregoing  is  a  fair  abstract  of  the  substance  of  the  testi- 
mony in  the  case  of  Asa  Hodges. 

F.  H.  JOEDAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Columbus,  IMiss.,  July  l,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Department  JVb.  3,  Tupelo,  Miss. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  or  about  the  23d  ultimo  I  was 
informed  by  a  citizen  of  high  respectability  in  this  community  (Mr.  A. 
S.  Humphreys)  that  Mr.  Asa  Hodges,  who  resided  above  and  near 
Memi)his,  Tenn.,  and  had  property  interests  in  Memphis,  had  recently 
arrived  here  on  a  pretended  visit  and  had  given  utterance  to  language 
of  a  very  suspicious  and  disloyal  character.  The  language  having  been 
repeated  to  me  by  Mr.  Humphreys  and  regarding  it  as  indicating  the 
presence  of  a  dangerous  domestic  enemy  and  perhaps  a  spy  I  ordered 
Mr.  Hodges'  immediate  arrest.  He  was  taken  at  Okolona  and  brought 
here,  and  I  had  him  at  once  confined  in  jail.  On  the  26th  ultimo  I 
examined  Mr.  Humphreys  and  other  witnesses,  Messrs.  Williams  and 
Billeps,  under  oath  and  had  their  testimony  taken  in  writing,  and  also 
received  testimony  in  his  behalf  of  affidavits  which  I  herewith  inclose.* 

'Not  ioniid. 
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Being  impressed  witli  the  belief  from  the  evidence  that  the  charge  of 
disloyalty  was  sustained  1  ordered  Mr.  Hodges  hack  to  jail  to  be  Ivept 
in  close  confinement,  and  now  res])ectfiilly  forward  the  papers  with  brief 
from  his  counsel  lor  the  consideration  of  the  commanding  general  and 
await  his  orders  as  to  the  disposition  I  shall  make  of  the  i>risoner. 
Very  respectfully, 

DAN'L  AV.  ADAMS, 
Brigatlier-dciieraU  (JommmuUiui  Post. 

[IndorBcment.j 
HEADQrARTEKS  DEPARTMENT  No.  2,  July  2,  1862. 

'  Mr,  Hodges  may  be  released.  He  should  be  admonished,  however, 
that  it  is  an  unbecoming,  discreditable  weakness  in  any  one  to  give  way 
to  despondency  at  this  time  because  the  enemy  have  possession  of  a 
portion  of  our  soil  and  have  had  successes  against  us  in  this  quarter. 
It  is  a  culpable  weakness  further  when  resulting  in  such  conversation 
as  he  had  unquestionably  with  Mr.  Humphreys.  Such  language  may 
do  as  much  hurt  with  the  ignorant,  weak  and  hesitating  as  downright 
disloyalty.  In  times  like  these  Mr.  Hodges  does  not  play  the  part  of  a 
good  citizen  but  actually  of  an  incendiary  when  he  sets  to  work  to  dis- 
credit the  capacity,  conduct  and  policy  of  the  ]>ublic  authorities,  the 
military  especially,  and  it  will  not  be  permitted. 
Eespectfully, 

fB.  BKAGG.] 
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Anonymous,  378. 
Lum,  B.  F.,  376. 376. 
McClellau,  G.  B.,  377. 
Nettleton,  A.,  376,  377. 
Parsons,  Miss,  378. 
'War  Department,  U.  S.,  377. 
Mentioned,  152,  237. 271, 278,  368-379. 
Burt,  John,  300,  325. 
Burt,  William  L. 
Correspondence ; 
Kennedy,  J.  A.,  1049. 
Post-Office  Department,  l.'.S.,  lO.II. 
State  Department,  U.S.,  UM. 
Mentioned,  1041, 1049-1055,  lOnS. 
Burton,  Allen  A.,  1297. 
Builon,  Bethel,  case  of,  ;49-;««. 
Correspondence : 
Kernan,  J.,  754. 
Lincoln,  .v.,  701. 

State  Department.  U.  S.,  763,  764. 
Mentioned.  102,  154,  230, 232,  239,  201 .  270,  749  700 
Burton,  Joseph  W.,  250. 
Burton,  91.  M.,  250. 
Bu.sh,  AsahelK.,  720. 
Bush,  Samuel,  1029, 1030. 
Buskirk,  (.'lintou,  1446. 
Butcher,  HarTcy  B.,  201. 
Butcher.  William.  237. 
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Boiler,  Mr.,  490. 
Batler,  Denjamin  F. 

Correspondence : 
Lothrop,T.K.,458. 
State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  142. 

Mentioned,  206, 320, 34C,  457, 460, 733, 977, 1062. 
Butler,  Charles,  case  of,  956-982. 

Mentioned.  155, 957, 901. 
Butler,  Isaiah,  case  of,  1344-1267. 

Correspondence  Editor  New  York  Times,  1261. 

Mentioned,  239, 240, 261, 1244-1267. 
Butler,  J.  \f,,  1424 
Butler,  John  H.,  431. 
Batler,  John  Q.  A.,  182, 328. 
Butler,  >'oble. 

Correspondence,  K.  Anderson,  887. 
Butler,  OliTer,  267. 
Batler,  Pierce,  case  of,  605-509. 

Mentioned.  229, 505-509, 801. 
Butt,  Walter  B.,  103, 230. 
Buttallion,  Hansboroagh,  267. 
Butternorth,  Lieutenant,  171. 
Byard,  Benjamin,  264. 
Bynkershoek,  Cornelius  Ton,  1187. 
Byrd,  Colonel,  1538. 
By rd,  .Tohn  J. 

Correspondence,  "War  Department,  C.  S.,  1383. 
Byrd,  W.  H.,  1383, 1432, 1434. 
Byrne,  W.  W.,  250. 
Byrne,  M'iUiam,  Sloop,  112. 
Cables,  Charles  B.    See  William  T.  Smithson. 
Cadmus,  H.  B.  M.  S.,  1242. 
Cadiralader,  George,  792. 
Cadiralader,  John,  852. 
Catrrey,  Mr.,  122. 
Cagger,  P. 

Correspondence,  J.  R.  Flanders,  946. 
Cain,  Michael,  264. 
Cain,  Thomas,  267. 
Cairo  (III.)  Pro.  Har. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  219. 
Calderon,  Mr.,  1158. 
Caldirell,  George  A.,  889. 
Caldwell,  J.  B.  T.,  1413, 1414, 1418. 
Calhoun,  Captain,  1426. 
Calhoun,  John  C,  941. 
Callan,  Jo!  n  F.,  565. 
Calloway,  II.  T.,  1552, 1556. 
Caliert,  Charles  B. 

Correspondence,  T.  M.  Key,  873. 

Mentioned,  189, 190,412. 
Calvert,  H.T.,  250. 
Cambridge,  U.  S.  Steamer,  95,  98,  130, 131, 158, 159, 

161. 162, 167, 168,  221. 
Camden,  Gideon  D. 

(,'orrespondence,  J.  Davis,  1401. 
I  anicron,  James,  6-8, 377, 1618, 1521, 1522, 1524. 
Cameron,  Simon. 

Correspondence : 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  745. 
Winder,  W,  H.,  743-746. 

See  also  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Mentioned,  9, 13, 17,  30,  48,  76,  84,  85,  91,  102,  103, 
111,  114, 117, 118, 170, 174,  203,  225,  229,  230,  296, 
302,  315, 332,  377,  383,  384, 386,  416, 420, 466-468, 
470,  472, 505-509,  536, 537, 597, 625,  627, 631,  632, 
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Cameron,  Simon— Continued. 

Mentioned: 

688,  726, 728-730,  734,  739-741, 744, 746, 771, 773, 
778,  782, 787, 790, 794,  796,  805, 816,  832, 834, 839, 
854,  920,  970,  1014,  1253,  1254,  1298, 1434, 1516, 
1518, 1520, 1522, 1523, 1535-1537, 1542. 
Camp,  B.  F.,  1535, 1536, 1538, 1539, 1543. 
Camp,  James  II.,  34. 
Camp,  Green  &  Fancoast,  1543. 
Campbell,  Jacob,  jr. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  752. 
Campbell,  James  (Hon.),  563. 
Campbell,  James  (Md.),  63, 85, 225. 
Campbell,  B. 

Correspondence,  J.  Davis,  1506. 
Canada. 

Troops  and  supplies,  186. 
Canby,  G.  B.  S. 

Correspondence,  M.  Burlte,  405. 

Mentioned,  40, 404. 
Cand«,  n.  de,  438. 
Canfleld,  Dr.,  199. 
Canning,  Joseph  C. 

Correspondence,  W.  A.  Parker,  161. 
Cannon,  James,  374. 
Cantley,  James,  1432. 
Cape  Girardeau,  IHo.,  C.  O.  (IT.). 

Correspondence.  See  Joseph  B.  Plummer. 
Capehart,  William  F.,  92, 94, 96, 307. 
Caradene,  F.  de,  1286. 
Carbon  Democrat,  55, 169. 
Carillo,  Bamon,  163. 
Carleton,  James  H. 

Correspondence,  E.  A.  Bigg,  163 
Carlile,  John  S.,  73. 
Carlisle,  Mr.,  797. 
Carmichael,  R.  B.,  85, 213. 
Camarron,  Earl  of,  213. 
Cames,  James  A.,  1551, 1556. 
Cames,  Susan,  125. 

Carney,  William  E.    See  William  E.  Kearny. 
Caroline,  Steamer,  1186, 1187, 1180. 
Carpenter,  Police  Inspector,  628. 
Carpenter,  B.  D. 

Correspondence,  E.  H.  Smith,  670. 

Mentioned,  669. 
Carpenter,  C.  C,  241,244,249. 
Carpenter,  8.  M.,  1288. 
Carpenter,  Samuel,  1262. 
Carper,  James,  1286. 
Carper,  Philip  W.,  case  of,  1283-1295. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  V.  S.,  1294. 

Mentioned,  271, 279, 1283, 1284, 1286, 1292, 1296. 
Carper,  Thomas,  1286. 
Carr,  David  H. 

Correspondence : 
State  Department,  XT.  S.,  118. 
War  Department,  TJ.  S.,  54, 60, 86. 

Mentioned,  73, 302, 346, 620, 624, 1345. 
Carrington,  Edward  C. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  404. 

Mentioned,  1031. 
Carroll,  Henry  J.,  237, 331. 
Carroll,  John,  250. 
Carroll,  William  H.,  14.12. 
Carrow,  S.  T.,  1548. 
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Carson,  Mr.,  865. 
Carson,  James  H. 

Mentioned,  199, 1461, 1534-1338. 

Orders,  special,  series  1861,  Oct.  16, 1541. 
Carte,  George,  264. 
Carter,  A.  J.,  35. 

Carter,  A.  Robert,  103, 231, 233, 308, 309, 895. 
Carter,  Samuel  P.,  186. 
Canithers,  0.  B.,  118, 119. 
Carrer,  John,  Ship,  1B82. 
Cary,  Monimla,  189. 
CasanoTa,  Mr.,  1226. 
Casey,  Silas,  188, 334. 
Cash,  EUerbee  B.  C,  1429. 
CasMe,  Bobert  A.,  1469, 1474, 1476-1478. 
Cass,  Lenis. 

Correspondence,  State  Dept.,  U.  S.,  1130, 1131. 

Mentioned,  256, 1131. 
Casseday,  Mr.,  810. 
Cassidy,  Miss,  1476. 
Cassidy,  Arthnr,  1477. 
Cassidy,  James,  1476-1478. 
Cassidy,  James  Arthur,  1477. 
Cassidy,  Kennedy,  1476-1478. 
Cassidy,  Philip,  63, 85, 225. 
Castle,  Mr.,  685, 686. 
Castle,  Cornelia  D.,  558, 559. 
Ca8to,ir.  I.,  case  of,  913-933. 

Correspondence : 
Kichardaon,  W.  A.,  930. 
State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  931, 932. 

Mentioned,  155,  239, 240, 261, 913, 914, 918, 919, 921, 
923, 926,  930-933. 
Catlin,  Charles. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  685. 
Catron,  John,  125, 126, 805, 814, 815, 817, 820, 885. 
Canik,  James  T.,  226. 
Canlly,  Oeorge,  1439. 
Cansten,  James  H. 

Correspondence,  J".  B.  Hinton,  1402. 

Mentioned,  172, 173, 1401. 
Cansten,  Manuel  C,  172-174, 277, 308, 1401, 1402. 
Caranangh,  Arthur,  320. 
Carendish,  John,  264. 
Cecil,  E.W.,  156. 
Cenas,  David,  229. 

Cenas,  Hilary  B.,  48, 49, 102, 154, 230, 295. 
Ceso  &  Co.,  970. 
Chaffee,  D.,  324. 
Chamberlain,  Uary,  295. 
Chamberlain,  Sidney,  250. 
Chamberlin,  Jonas,  1427. 
Chambers,  Robert  D.,  291. 
Chancellor,  Lorman,  1488, 1489. 
Chandler,  Zachariah. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  V.  S.,  46. 
Channel,  Samuel,  264. 
Chapin,  James,  102, 229, 300, 487, 492, 760. 
Chapman,  A.  A.,  1473. 
Chapman,  Charles. 

Correspondence,  J.  Dixon,  854. 

Mentioned,  854. 
Chapman,  George  H.,  201, 331. 
Charleston  Courier,  792, 1493. 
Charleston  Mercury,  611, 1386, 1491, 1493. 
Chase,  400. 


Chase,  Camp,  Ohio. 

Prisoners,  264. 
Chase,  Edward  C,  68. 
Chase,  Edward  J. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  IT.  S.,  557, 
704,  705, 943. 

Mentioned,  703. 
Chase,  Frank  J.,  250. 
Chase,  Jacob  P.,  1309. 
Chase,  Salmon  P. 

Correspondence.  See  Treasury  Depttrt7nent,U.  S, 

Mentioned,  10, 127-129, 194,  309,  435,  481,  485, 518, 
593,637,811,915,1303. 
Chase,  William  Henry,  193. 
Channcey,  John  S.,  220. 
Cheatham,  B.  B. 

Correspondence,  J.  H.  "Winder,  1503. 
Cheek,  Captain,  1552, 1553, 1556. 
Cheek,  Mark  B.,  Terry-boat,  1552, 1553. 
Cheek,  Thomas  H.,  1552, 1553, 1556. 
Chester,  Steamer,  112. 
Chester,  Joseph  L. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  202, 
210. 

Mentioned,  202. 
Chicago  Journal,  712. 
Chicago  Tribune,  1298. 
Chiefs  of  Police. 

Correspondence,  "War  Department,  U.  S.,  246. 
Child,  IVilliam  H.,  case  of,  1357-1860. 

Correspondence : 
Crow,  E.  M.,  1359. 
Hoffman,  "W.,  1360. 

Mentioned,  1357-1360. 
Childers,  Francis,  267. 
Childers,  Greenwood,  206. 
Childers,  Lewis,  266. 
Chllds,  E.  L. 

Correspondence.    See   Poat-OJice  Department^ 
U.S. 
Childs,  "Temon,  1490. 
Chilton,  Dr.,  1410. 
Chilton,  George  S.,  1478. 
Chilton,  B.  H. 

Correspondence.    See  War  Department^  C.  S. 

Mentioned,  1470. 
Chipley,W.  D.,  711. 
Christian,  Bollrar,  1481. 
Christian,  John  D.,  1366. 
Christian,  Octaria,  1366, 1367. 
Chubb,  Thomas,  case  of,  1313. 
Chum,  F.  T.,164. 
Church,  Henry  L. 

Correspondence,  "W.  H.  Aymar,  911. 

Mentioned,  910. 
Churchill,  Samuel  B.,  250. 
Churchill,  W.  H.,  1424. 
Church  Intelligencer,  1509, 1510 
Churchwell,  W.  M. 

Correspondence : 
Barton,  B.  M  ,  1424. 
Bearden,  H.  M.,  1426. 
French,  J. L.M.,  1424. 
Huff,  J.  H..  1426. 
Taylor,  J.  K  ,  1423. 
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Cllley,  Jonathan,  1296. 
Cinrionatl  Commercial,  S6, 128. 
Cincinnati  Gazette,  IS. 
Circlerilie  (Oliio)  ITatchman,  56, 114. 
Cisco,  Jolin  J. 

Correspondence,  M.  Burke,  49. 

Mentioned,  49,  51, 685, 686. 
City  of  New  Torli,  Steamer,  451, 1093. 
City  of  IVasIiin^on,  Steamer,  50, 51, 308. 
Clabaugli,  Nathaniel  N,,  198-200, 238. 
Ciaggett,Mrs.,309. 

Claggett,  Tliomas  J.,  102, 154, 230, 232, 261. 
Claiborne,  Henry  B.,  48, 49, 102, 154, 230. 
Clancy,  John,  770. 
Clapp,  James  C,  186, 187, 939, 962. 
Clark,  Mr.,  1378. 
Clark,  Ann,  963. 
Clark,  Francis,  770. 
Clark,  Henry  T. 

Correspondence.    See  Korth  Carolina,  Governor 
of. 
Clark,  J.  C,  250. 
Clark,  James,  238. 
Clark,  John,  873. 
Clark,  John  B.,  65. 
Clark,  M.  L.,  366. 
Clark,  Peleg,  1485. 
Clark,  Robert,  250. 
Clark,  Robert  B.,  250. 
Clark,  Samnel,  246. 
Clark,  William,  250. 
Clarke,  Charles. 

Correspondence : 
State  Department,  XJ.  S.,  673-675. 
■War  Department,  tr.  S.,  689. 

Mentioned,  303, 673, 674, 689. 
Clarke,  Charles  G.,  1390, 1433. 
Clarke,  Harriet  H.,  1390, 1433. 
Clarkson,  J.  D.  W.,  1427. 
Clarkson,  John  H.,  137, 1434, 1459. 
Clarkson,  B.  W.,  1427. 
Claughton,  Hierome  O.,  272, 277. 
Clay,  Cassins  H. 

Dorrespondencc,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  1191. 
Clay,  Charles,  1439. 
Clay,  GreenTille,  1439. 
Clay,  Henry  (Hon.),  1296. 
Clay,  Henry  (Scout),  1450, 1451. 
Clay,  James  B.,  case  of,  881-897. 

Correspondence,  State  De]tartment,  U.  S.,  890. 

Mentioned,  734, 884-«86, 891, 892, 152U. 
(lay,  B.,  1439. 
Clay,  Thomas  H.,  733,734. 
Clayton,  Mr.,  1428. 
Clayton,  James,  36, 226. 
Clayton,  Powell. 

Correspondence,  C.  Doubleday,  276. 
Clemens,  Mr.,  1459. 
Clement,  Joseph,  805. 
Clements,  Captain,  297. 
Clemerson,  John  H.,  241, 244, 249. 
Clilford,  Nathan,  689. 
Clifton,  Joseph,  545-547. 
Clinton,  Edwin,  835, 840. 
Clinton,  James,  226. 
Clisbe,  Samuel  C,  66, 68. 


CUtz,  Henry  B. 

Correspondence,  Army  Headquarters,  49, 

Mentioned,  51. 

Statement,  69. 
Clothier,  Samuel,  1462, 1463. 
Cobb,  Howell,  IT.  S.  Eev.  Cut.,  195, 336, 337. 
Cobb,  Howell. 

Correspondence.    See  Congreis,  C.  S. 

Mentioned,  18, 841, 1428. 
Cobb,  T.  B.  B.,  1496. 
Cobden,  Bichard,  1206, 1235. 
Coberly,  Bnshrod,  267. 
(;obam,  F.  B.,  1425, 1489. 
Cochrane,  James  T.,  93,98, 120. 
Cockrill,  James,  238. 
Cockroft,  Jacob  H.  T.,  615. 
Coe,  Charles  H.  P.,  151, 165, 228, 261, 340. 
Coffey,  George  A. 

Correspondence ; 
A^utant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A.,  979. 
Attorney -General's  Office,  U.  S.,  508, 509, 857. 
State Dept,  U.S., 746, 747, 851-853, 978, 979. 
■War  Department,  V.  S.,  7, 55, 725, 726, 745. 

Mentioned,  133, 144, 729, 739, 744-746,  847, 856, 857, 
980. 
Coffey,  WUliam  A. 

Correspondence,  G.  H.  Tliomas,  884. 

Mentioned,  886. 
Col&nan,  George,  264. 
Coffinan,  John  W.,  202, 212, 217, 264, 336. 
Cogan,W.,272,277. 
Cogar,  Tunis,  264. 

Cohen,  Judah  Barrett,  185, 235, 237, 271, 279, 335. 
Colbey,  Jasper,  35. 
Colbnm,  Albert  T. 

Correspondence.    See  George  B.  McOleUan. 
Cole,  Mr.,  863, 864. 
Cole,  C.  C,  1323, 1326, 1333, 133R. 
Cole,  J.  If.,  1432. 
Cole,  Jasper,  1448. 
Cole,  William,  1386, 1388, 1380. 
Coleman,  Charles  B.,  228. 
Coleman,  Charles  V.,  case  of,  1283-1205. 

Correspondence : 
Porter,  A.,  1286. 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  1287. 

Mentioned,  237,  271, 278, 1283-1286, 1292,1294,1295. 
Coleman,  Creed  B.,  1436-1442, 1449, 1467. 
Coleman,  George  G.,  case  of,  1283-1295. 

Mentioned,  237, 271, 278, 1285, 1387, 1293. 
Coleman,  John,  case  of,  128^-1205. 

Mentioned,  278, 1283, 1284, 1286, 1292. 
Coleman,  John  L.,  228, 239, 240, 261. 
Coleman,  Bichard,  case  of,  1283-1295. 

Mentioned,  237, 271, 278, 1285, 1287, 1293. 
Coleman,  Thomas,  1286. 
Collectors  of  Cnstoms. 

Cleveland,  Ohio.   See  Charles  J.  Ballard. 

Newport,  E.  I.    See  Seth  W.  Maey. 
Collingsworth,  A.  D. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  72. 
Collins,  A.  L.,  264. 
Collins,  George,  835,840. 
Collins,  Hugh,  250. 
Collins,  Lewis  (Ky.). 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TT.  S.,  919. 
Collins,  Lewis  (W.  Va.),  264. 
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CoUolian,  Francis,  229, 341. 

Colonel  Long,  Schooner,  66, 316,  545-547, 551. 

Colt,  Samuel,  624. 

Columbia,  Steamer,  546, 036, 1077. 

Columbus,  Fort,  X.  T. 

Prisoners,  113, 225, 230. 
Colyer,  Thomas,  Steamboat,  343. 
Combs,  Jeremiah,  1439. 
Comfort,  Saninol  U. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  773. 
Commissions. 

See  Political  Prisoners'  Commission. 
Conipton,  AV.  A.,  1309. 
Cone,  Gamaliel,  264. 
Congress,  U.  S.  Frigate,  48, 599, 600. 
Congress,  C.  S. 
Acts: 
Alien  enemies,  1368. 
Commissioners  to  Europe,  1207. 
Correspondence : 
Davis,  J.,  1207, 1229, 1372, 1413. 
Hurlbert,W.H.,1492. 
l^essage  of  tlie  President,  1229. 
Resolutions,  1206, 1372, 1413. 
Congress,  U.  S. 
Act,  July  31, 1861,36. 
Correspondence : 
AttomeyGeneral's  Office,  U.  S.,  20. 
Lincoln,  A.,  37,  288,  500,  1159,  1166,  1176,  1200, 

1202. 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  18, 1266. 
Extracts,  proceedings  H.  K.,  791-793. 
Measures  of  retaliation,  1113,  111  5. 
Medal  to  C.  "Wilkes,  1113. 
Messages  of  the  President,  15,  288,  1159,  1166, 

1176, 1200, 1202. 
Eesolntions  (House),  17, 18,  37,  791, 1113, 1115. 
Eesolutiona  (Senate),  287, 403, 1285. 
Conkling,  Boscoe. 
Correspondence,  Political  Prisoners'  Commis- 
sion, 1306. 
Connecticut,  XJ.  S.  Steamer,  186, 327, 328, 981. 
Conuell,  James  B.,  1456, 1458. 
Connell,  T.  B.,  1457. 
Connell,  ITilliani,  1457. 
Connell}-,  Charles  M.,  &  Co.,  534. 
Connelly,  P.,  1415. 
Connelly,  AVilliam  U.,  194. 
Conner,  Ale.\ander,  63, 85,  225. 
Conner,  J.  B. 

Correspondence,  Atty.  (Jen.'s  Office,  C.  S.,  1372. 
Connor,  James,  237, 238, 245, 201, 272,  278, 292. 
Conoran,  Timothy,  229, 341. 
Conrad,  Marion,  264. 
Conran,John  C.,250. 
Constellation,  IT.  S.  Sloop,  304. 
Constitution,  TJ.  S.  Frigate,  400. 
Constitutionnel,  593, 1123, 1176. 
Consuls,  British. 
Baltimore,  Md.    See  Fredericlc  Bemal. 
Boston,  Mass.    See  Francis  Lousada. 
Charleston,  S.  C.    See  Robert  Hunch. 
Chicago,  111.    See  John  E.  VilHns. 
New  Orleans,  La.    See  'William  Mure. 
New  York.    See  E.  M.  Archibald. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.    See  Ed.  Keith  Kortright. 
Bichmond,  Ta.    See  Oeorge  Moore. 


Consuls,  British— Continued. 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.    See  John  E.  Wilkins. 
"Wilmington,  N.  C.    See  Donald  G.  Mcliae. 
Consuls,  Danish. 

New  York.    See  Harold  DoUner. 
Consuls,  French. 

Charleston,  S.  C.    See  St.  Croix  de  Belligny, 

Providence,  E.  I.    See  Fauvel  Oouraud. 

Richmond,  Va.    See  Alfred  Paul. 

"Vi^lmington,  N.  C,  438, 444. 
Consuls,  Swedish. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  107. 

Norfolk,  Ta.,  107. 
Consuls,  United  States. 

Aspinwall.    See  Daniel  A.  Robinson,  jr. 

Guadeloupe,  W.  I.     See  Charles  11'.  Kimball. 

Halifax,  N.  S.    See  Mortimer  M.  Jackson. 

Ijiverpool,  England.    See  Thomas  H.  Dudley. 

Nassau,  N.  P.    See  Samuel  Whiting. 

Panama.    See  Amos  B.  Corwine. 

Saint  John's,  N.  F.    See  William  S.  M.  N'ewman. 
Consuls-General,  British. 

Havana,  Cuba.    See  Joseph  T.  Crawford. 
Consuls-General,  French. 
.      Now  York.    See  C.  O.  F.  de  Montholon. 

Consuls-General,  United  States. 
!      Florence,  Italy.    See  T.  Bigeluw  Lawrence. 

Havana,  Cuba.    See  Robert  W,  Shufeldt. 

Montreal,  Canada.    See  Joshua  R.  Giddings. 
Contee,  Charles  S.,  189. 
Coutreras,  Benigno. 

Correspondence,  E.  Gibbous,  1527, 
Converse,  F.  K.,  322. 

ConTerse,  William  P.,  141, 155,  229,322,  323, 1051. 
Converse,  William  P.,  Jr.,  322. 
Conway,  G.  S.,2B4. 
Conway,  Patrick,  63, 85, 225. 
Coogau,  Bernard,  545-547. 
Cook,  Floyd,  1450, 1451, 1455, 1462. 
1  Cook,  George  W.,  1455. 
Cook,  Morris,  1450, 1451. 
\  Cool,  Archibald,  264. 
Cool,  Jesse,  264. 
Cooley,  J.  E. 

Corrospondence,  P.  King,  16. 
Coombs,  Leslie. 

Correspondence,  A.  Lincoln,  818. 

Mentioned,  749, 818, 928, 920, 1523. 
Coan,C.  C.,264. 
Coons,  C.  B. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  919. 
Cooper,  Daniel,  267. 
Cooper,  F.  IV.,  264. 
Cooper,  James. 

Correspondence,  Army  Headquarters,  1541. 

Mentioned,  1535-1540, 1542. 
Cooper,  S.imucl. 

Correspondence.     See  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Mentioned,  1423, 1432, 1470. 
Cooper,  Thomas,  1458. 
Cop,  Mr.,  1477. 
Copeland,  B.  P.,  1425, 1489. 
Copp,  William. 

Correspondence:,  W.  H.  Blake,  720. 

Mentioned,  719, 720. 
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Corbett,  Timothy,  36, 22«. 

Corcoran,  Uicliael,  387,  389, 1113. 

Corcorau,  William  W.,  165,797, 1297-1299. 

Cordan-,  IVilliam,  267. 

Corder,  A.  P.,  241, 244, 249. 

Corlies,  Boojamiu  F.,  cafte  of,  740-7C6. 

Montioned,  229.  749-753. 
Comiiok,  Margaret,  125. 
I'ornan,  James  >!.,  1466, 1469. 
Cornell,  Miss,  703. 
Cornell,  K. 
Correspondence : 
Cornell,  J.  W.  and  E.  E.,  100, 101. 
State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  100. 
Mentioned,  100, 1C8. 
Cornell,  Ezra  K. 
Correspondence,  E.  Cornell,  100, 101. 
Mentioned,  100, 101, 108, 114, 296. 
Cornell,  John  W. 
Correspondence,  E.  Cornell,  100, 101. 
Mentioned,  100,  lOj,  108, 114, 296. 
Comwell,  William  J. 
Correspondence.  State  Department,  U.  S.,  488. 
Mentioned,  488. 
Corvine,  Amos  B. 
Correspondence,  State  Department,  IT.  S.,  359. 
Mentioned,  358, 361, 362, 864. 
Corwiiio,  D.  31.,  360. 
Conrine,  llichard  31. 
Correspondence,  J.  McNeil,  122. 
ilentioncd,  122. 
Cory,  Daniel,  case  of,  801-802. 

Mentioned,  1 02, 229, 801, 802. 
Coster,  John  H.,  798. 
Costford,  Henry,  155. 
Coteral,  B.  H.,  264. 

Cottrell,  Edward  C,  152, 105, 227, 239, 240, 261. 
Council  Bluir.s  (la.)  Bugle,  1324. 
Courrier,  John,  544. 
Courtney,  H.  P.,  1530. 
Couse,  Peter,  1425, 1485. 
Cowan,  Mr.,  1139. 
Cowan,  Edgar,  431, 872. 
Cowles,  Mrs.,  854, 855. 
Cowles,  E.,  1055. 
Cowley,  Lord,  1120, 1212. 
Cowling,  J.  T.,  jr.,  711, 712. 
Cox,  Jacob  D.,  836, 846, 1480. 
Cox,  TTilliam,  237. 
Coxe,  A.  Clereiand. 
Correspondence,  A.  Porter,  195. 
Mentioned,  195, 196. 
Coyle,  William  B.,322. 
Cozart  &  Blason,  1553, 1556. 
Craft,  Theodore,  752. 
Craggs,  Thomas. 
Correspondence,  Lord  Lyons,  204. 
Mentioned,  204, 2.14, 236, 237, 238, 245, 261, 338. 
Craig,  D.  H. 
Correspondence ; 
Barr,M.'W.,825. 
Tyler,  G."W.,8on. 
Mentioned,  812. 
Crain,  Peter  W. 
Correspondence.  T.  A.  Jones,  880- 
Mentioned,  872, 874. 


Crane,  A.  Jndson. 
Correspondence ; 
Hurlbert,'W.H.,1495. 
State  Department,  C.  S.,  1491. 
■War  Department,  C.  S.,  1419, 1546, 1547. 
Mentioned,  1374, 1494. 
Crone,  John  H.,  751. 
Cranmer,  Gibson  L. 
Mentioned,  247. 

Kesolutions,  Virginia  General  Assembly  (U.), 
246. 
Cranston,  William  II. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  48, 49. 
Craven,  Alfred  Wingate,  71. 
Craven,  T.  Augustus,  968-070. 
Craven,  Thomas  T.,  112, 291. 
Craw,  James  A.,  1070, 1073, 1074. 
Crawford,  James  F.,  250. 
Crawford,  John  W.,  237,271. 
Crawford,  Joseph  T. 
Correspondence,  Lord  Lyons,  1125. 
Mentioned,  1098, 1103, 1124-1126. 
Crawford,  Randall,  687. 
Crawford,  W.  S.,  264. 
Cremen,  John,  227. 
Crew  &  Pemberton,  531. 
j  Crim,Mr.,715. 
Crim,  Samuel  T.,  238. 
Crisfleld,  J.  W.,  305. 
Crisnell,  J.  N.,  431. 
Crittenden,  J.  J. 
Correspondence : 
State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  823, 826. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  828. 
Mentioned,  826-828, 932, 1296. 
Crofton,  John,  250. 

Crohan,  Patrick,  63, 77, 79, 81, 85, 225, 302. 
Croker,  Mr.,  1459. 
Crooks,  Hot.  Mr.,  1462. 
Crosby,  H.  B. 

Correspondence, ,  66. 

Cross,  Benjamin  Jackson,  152, 172-174, 237, 271, 277, 

308, 872, 874. 
Cross,  Benjamin  Jackson,  Mrs.,  172. 
Cross,  H.  0.,  250. 
CroBsan,  Captain,  1368. 
Crow,  Frank  31.,  case  of,  881-897. 

Mentioned,  103, 231, 233, 882, 885-888. 893-897. 
Crow,  B.  M. 
Correspondence,  "W.  H.  Child,  1359. 
Mentioned,  1359. 
Crowder,J.  JI.,260. 
Crowell,  Henry,  184. 
Cruikshanks,  John  W.,  1424. 
Cruikshanks,  William,  1424. 
Crumbaker,  S.,  1468, 1470. 
Crnmbaugh,  David  B.,  129, 134, 301. 
Crumbaugh,  John  H.,  129, 134, 304. 
Crump,  Charles  A. 
Correspondence,  J.  B.  Magrnder,  1390. 
Mentioned,  1378, 1390, 1433. 
Crusader,  TJ.  S.  Steamer,  71, 360, 960. 
Cmsoe,  C.  B.,  1550-1555. 
Cruzen,  Mr.,  1470. 
Cuba,  Brig,  346. 
Cumberland,  V.  S.  Frigate,  325. 


1574 


INDEX. 


Cumberland,  Department  of  the  (U.). 

Orders,  general,  series  1861,  No.  5,  91, 813. 
Cummins,  James,  250. 
Cummins,  John  S.,  264. 
Cummins,  F.  S.  li. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  704. 
Cnmmins,  Alexander  &  Green. 

Correspondence,  Stat«  Department,  TJ.  S.,  710. 
Cunnebaugh  Brothers. 

See  David  B.  and  John  H.  Orumbaugh. 
Cunningham,  John,  267. 
Curran,  General  (111.),  834, 849. 
Curry,  William,  266. 
Curtin,  Andrew  0.,  431. 
Curtis,  George  T. 

Correspondence,  Editor  Boston  Journal,  lir>7. 

Mentioned,  1137. 
Curtis,  Samuel  B.,  171, 311. 
Curtis,  TVarrcn,  238, 272, 278, 348. 
Cnrtiss,  George. 

Correspondence,  "War  Department,  TJ.  S.,  57. 
Cnsick,  John  H.,  102, 154, 226, 230, 272, 292. 
*^  Customers  and  Friends." 

Correspondence,  Hopkins,   Hull  &  Atkinson, 
1341. 
Cuthbert,  Ednard  B.,  315. 
Cuthbert,  William,  182, 329. 
Cutler,  S.  W.,  1425. 
Cutlip,  J.  F.,  1425. 
CuUip,  S.  B.,  1425. 
Cutts,  Mr.,1461. 
Cutts,  Mrs.,  576. 
Cypreini  (French  Officer),  1422. 
D.,  P.  H.,  357. 
Da  Costa,  Alfk'ed,  98,  103,  149,  154, 178, 231, 232, 239, 

261, 270,  306,  307. 
Daft,  George  E.,  267. 
Dahlgren,  Charles  B. 

Correspondence,  C.  'Wilkes,  1082, 1088. 

Mentioned,  1084. 
Dahlgren,  John  A.,  195, 332, 336, 337, 1427. 
Dailey,  Thomas,  227. 
Daley,  Edward,  SO,  51. 
Dalton,  H.  H.,  231. 
Daly,  E.C.,  1526. 
Damron,  Thomas. 

Correspondence,  G.  W.  Dunlap,  407. 

Mentioned,  403, 406, 407, 410, 414. 
Damron,  Wilson,  403, 406, 407, 410, 414. 
Dana,  V.  S.  Schooner,  297. 
Dana,  Charles  A.,  588. 
Dana,  Richard  H.,  Jr.,  300. 
Dandridge,  Philip, 

Correspondence,  G.  N.  Sanders,  1524. 
Dandy,  George  B.,  1012. 
Dane,  H.,  1480. 

Dangerfleld,  John  B.,  272, 277, 281. 
Daniel,  A.  T. 

Correspondence,  War  Dept.,  C.  S.,  1546, 1547. 
Daniel,  James  W.,  63, 227. 
Daniel  Webster,  Steamer,  612. 
Danish  Consuls.    See  Contuli. 
Dare,  Arthur,  179,191,1280. 
Darr,  Joseph,  jr. 

Correspondence : 
Fremont,  J.  C,  280. 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  260. 


Darr,  Joseph,  jr. — Continued. 
Lists  of  prisoners,  264, 267. 
Mentioned,  270, 271, 313. 
Dart,  William  A. 
Correspondence : 

Attorney-General's  Office,  U.  S.,  555. 

State  Dept.,  U.  S.,  556-558,  941,  942,  950,  952. 
Mentioned,  555-557, 559,  943, 945,  953. 
Dashiell,  J.  S. 

Correspondence,  D.  H.  Adley,  1135. 
Daugherty,  B.  A.,  898. 
Daugherty,  Joseph,  267. 
DaTcnport  (la.)  Democrat  and  News,  1327. 
Daridson,  James  G.,  63,  227. 
Davldgon,  John  E.,  case  of,  1313-1314. 
Daridson,  Samuel,  63, 85,  225, 298. 
DaTls,  Albert  G. 
Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  83. 
Mentioned,  98, 985, 1006-1008. 
Davis,  Albert  J. 
Correspondence,  D.  L.  Phillips,  242. 
Mentioned,  240, 241. 
Davis,  B.  F.,  163. 
Daris,  Bumham,  1426. 
Daris,  E.  M.,715. 
Daris,  Garrett,  324, 340. 
Davis,  George  A.,  202, 212, 217, 264, 336, 337. 
Davis,  Henry  Winter. 
Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.S., 872. 
Mentioned,  350, 780, 792. 
Davis,  J.  Lucius,  1418. 
Davis,  James  P.,  35. 
Davis,  Jeff.,  C.  S.  Privateer,  292, 293. 
Davis,  Jefferson. 
Correspondence : 

Arkansas,  Governor  of,  1339. 

Bath  (N.  T.)  citizens,  1.505. 

Blair,  M.  M.,  1545. 

Breckinridge,  J.  C,  1524. 

Brewster,  H.  P.,  1515. 

Camden,  G.D.,  1401. 

Congress,  C.  S.,  1207, 1229, 1372, 1413. 

Ely,  A.,  1393. 

Hagadom,  S.,  1501. 

Haslenwood,  E.,  4-6. 

Jackson,  W.!.,  1401. 

Johnson,  G.  W.,  1516. 

Jones,  G.  W.,  1295, 1296. 

Jordan,  T.,  1228. 

Lassiter,  L.  B.,  et  al.,  1387. 

Louisiana,  Governor  of,  1421. 

Lovell,M.,1421. 

Lyons,  J.,  1510. 

McKae,D.G.,1397. 

Martin,  H.  L.,  1363. 

Moise,  E.  W.,  1421. 

Ogden,  E.  E.,  1502. 

Overman,  J.  W.,  1382. 

Pancoast,  R.  M.,  1533. 

Ro8t,r.A.,1237. 

Slidell,J.,1207. 

Smith,  W.  (Colonel),  428-430. 

Smith,  W.(D.C.),  1375. 

SoutliaU,T.F.  T.,  1365. 

Taylor,  J.  L.,  1412. 

Tyler,  J.,jr.,l»66, 1367. 

Van  Meter,  3.,  et  al.,  1378. 
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Daria,  Jefferson— Continued, 
Correspondence : 
Virginia,  Governor  of,  1364, 1507, 1508. 
War  Department, C.  S.,  429, 430, 1363, 1409, 1412, 
1413, 1502, 1517. 
Mentioned,  3, 17, 18, 65, 218, 242,  244,  269,  316,  358, 
366, 368,  374-376,  412,  429, 476, 477, 499,  678-580, 
591, 612,  613.  651, 654. 661, 686,  703, 704,  721,  792, 
833,  854,  937,  980,  1073,  1118,  1147,  1192,  1206, 
1207,1214,1221, 1222, 1232, 1234, 1236, 1245, 1246, 
1252, 1255, 1295-1299, 1301,1309,1315-1318, 1320, 
1329, 1346, 1348-1350, 1362.1364.1365, 1369, 1370, 
1372, 1376-1380, 1383, 1390.1394, 1400-1403, 1413, 
1414, 1418, 1420, 1434, 1441,1444,1445, 1458, 1491, 
1492, 1494, 1495, 1499, 1502,1505.1512, 1515, 1520, 
1522, 1524, 1532, 1533. 1538, 1546. 
Message  to  Congress,  C.  S.,  1229. 
Proclamations,  1369, 1420.  note,  1421. 
Dans,  Jefferson,  Mrs.,  1396. 
Daris,  John,  1425. 

Daris,  John  W.,  102, 154, 226, 228, 230, 233. 
DaTis,  Marshal,  1472. 
Davis,  Phlneas  A.,  528. 
Davis,  Samuel,  265. 
Daris,  Samnel  Bojer. 

Correspondence.    See  Paul  O.  MSbert. 
Dans,  Tom,  1029. 
Davison,  D.  D.,267. 

Dawson,  Arthur,  03, 102, 154, 227, 272, 278, 292. 
Day,  Edward  0.,  250. 
Dar,  John  T.,  case  of,  12S3-129S. 
Mentioned,  237, 271, 278, 1283-1286, 1290, 1292,1294, 
1295. 
Day,  Luther. 
Correspondence,  W.  Hoffinan,  202. 
Mentioned,  211, 212. 
Day,  Villiam  B.,  case  of,  1283-1295. 
Correspondence,  State  Bepartment,  TJ.  S.,  1289. 
Mentioned,  237, 271, 277. 
Dayton,  William  L. 
Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  1120, 

1123. 
Mentioned,  452, 648, 655. 
Deacon,  Benajah. 
Correspondence,  War  Department,  U.  S.,  772. 
Mentioned,  620, 771, 774, 775. 
Dearing,  John  M.,  294. 
Dearlng,  John  W.    See  John  M.  Dearing. 
Dearer,  Darid,  265. 
Dearer,  J.  C,  226. 
D«l>ats,  The,  1174-1176. 
De  Beaumont  (Frencli  Officer),  1422. 
De  Bell,  John  T.,  case  of,  1283-1295. 

Mentioned,  237, 271, 278, 1283-1286, 1292-1294. 
DeBow.J.  D.B.,  1386. 
DeBree,  A.  H.,  232,285. 
Deckart,  Daniel. 
Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  88. 
Mentioned,  298. 
Deekens,  John,  1442. 
Deekins,  William,  1448. 
Deftorest,  J.  L.,  1323. 
De  Grair,  C.  S.,  1415. 
D'lsraeli,  Benjamin,  1067, 1197, 1243. 
DeLagneljJ.  A.,  68,230. 
Delahay,  A.  C,  294. 


Demlug,  Supervisor,  1260, 

Denlson,  Robert  K.,  102, 154, 225, 227, 230, 232, 239, 

261, 270. 
Dennis,  Mr.,  693. 
Dennis,  George  B.,  148. 
Dennis,  J.  IT.,  227. 
Dennis,  W.  T.,  133. 
Dennis,  William  £.,  451. 
Dennlson,  William. 

Correspondence.    See  Ohio,  Governor  of. 

Mentioned,  217, 304, 318, 332, 1394-1396. 
Dent,  Cornelius,  2C4. 
Dent,  Eleanor,  867. 
Dent,  George,  jr.,  case  of,  8S7-881. 

Mentioned,  152, 271, 277, 869, 864, 867, 872, 874-876, 
880, 881. 
Dent,  George,  sr.,  case  of,  857-881. 

Correspondence,  J.  Dent,  871. 

Mentioned,  152,  271, 277,  858,  859, 861-867,  870-872, 
874-877,880,881. 
Dent,  Henry. 

Correspondence,  R.  W,  Johnson,  885. 
Dent,  Joslah. 

Correspondence : 
Dent,  G.,  er.,  871. 
Jones,  T.  A.,  869. 
State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  870. 

Mentioned,  871. 
Dentz,  Samuel,  1398, 1445, 1451. 
Dentz,  Silas,  1445, 1451, 1452. 
Derby,  Lord,  1066, 1067, 1107, 1195, 1197, 1243. 
Dering,  George  M.,  267. 
Derlnger,  T.  T. 

Correspondence : 
Army  Headquarters,  535. 
War  Department,  TJ.  S.,  535. 
Woodward,  T.  "W.,  Mrs.,  535. 
Derrick,  Clarence,  8G7. 
Detroit,  Chief  of  Police. 

Correspondence,  Adjt.  Gen.'s  Office,  0.  S.  A.,  256. 
Detroit  Free  Press,  1249, 1251, 1256, 1256, 1262. 
Detroit  Free  Press,  Editor. 

Correspondence,  Captain  S.,  125i. 
Detroit  Tribune,  275, 1250, 1255, 1256, 1265. 
Derecmon,  Thomas,  898. 
Derelin,  John  £. 

Correspondence : 
State  Department,  V.  S.,  726, 728, 1268. 
Winder,  W.  H.,  726, 727. 

Mentioned,  727, 728, 754. 
Derles,  J.,  260, 267. 
De  Toe,  EU,  282. 
De  Witt,  Daria  P.,  165. 
De  Zeng,  P.  Mark,  208, 315. 
Diamond,  Charles,  767, 769, 770. 
Dickens,  Francis  A.,  238, 272, 277. 
Dickens,  Hardman,  1431. 
Dickey,  Charles,  276, 1254. 
Dickinson,  A.  D. 

Correspondence,  WarDept.,  C.  S.,  413,414. 
Dickinson,  Daniel  S.,  624, 944. 
Dlgges,  Charles,  237. 
Dlgney,  John,  238, 261, 340. 
Dilahae,  Mr.,  864. 
Dllks,  George  W. 
Correspondence.    See  John  A.  Kennedy. 
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DiU,  ATiUiaiis,  250. 
DiUon,  B.  H.,  2ei. 
Oils,  ITilliam  S. 
Correspondence,  G.  W.  Dnnlap,  407. 
Mentioned,  403, 406, 407, 411, 414, 415. 
Diltz,  Mr.,  1410. 
Dimick,  Justin. 
Assignment,  105. 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant-Generals  Office,  tJ.  S.  A.,  174,  179, 
239,  288,  365,  427,  560,  746,  786,  700,  828,  950, 
1277, 1280, 1345. 
Army  Headquarters,  109, 110. 
Burke,  M.,  138. 
Hoffman,  W.,  202. 
Hudson,  "W.  L.,  1101. 
Huger,  B.,937. 

Political  Prisoners  Commission,  766, 937. 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  127, 146, 148, 151,  153, 
182, 219, 231, 352,  354, 364, 462,  479, 491. 553,  590, 
681, 692,  718,  732,  736,  737, 740,  741,  822,  823,  825, 
827,  846,  848,  895, 896, 902,  939,  1039,  1072,  1073, 
1100, 1110, 1114, 1119, 1157, 1162. 
■War  Department,  TJ.S.,  258,  269,  561,  765,823, 

1278, 1280. 
Winder,  "W.H.,  731,741. 
Lists  of  prisoners,  154, 155,  232, 233. 
Mentioned,  105, 109, 120, 126, 142, 147, 148,  LSI,  153, 
174, 191,  290,  297,  299, 301, 306,  309,  311,  312,  316, 
322,  325,  353,  427, 485, 491,  493,  545,  552, 553,  590, 
673,  688,  742, 763,  802.  806,  820,  824,  827, 828,  830, 
894, 895,  982,  989-993,  995, 1041, 1092, 1096,  1097, 
1100, 1101, 1113, 1345, 1418. 
District  Attorneys. 
Dist.  of  Columbia.    See  Edward  C.  Carritigton. 
Florida.    See  Thomas  J.  Boynton. 
Iowa.    See  William  M.  F.  BurUy. 
Maine.    See  George  F.  Talbot. 
Maryland.    See  WiUiam  Meade  Addison. 
Massachusetts.    See  Thornton  K.  Lothrop. 
Michigan.    See  Alfred  Jiicssell. 
New  Jersey.    See  A.  Q.  Keasbey. 
New  York,  N.  D.    See  William  A.  Dart. 
Now  Tork,  S.  D.    See  E.  Delafield  Smith. 
Ohio,  N.  D.    See  Robert  F.  Paine. 
Pennsylvania,  E. D.    See  George  A.  Coffey,  and 

J.  Hubley  Ashton,  assistant. 
Khode  Island.    See  Wingate  Hayes. 
Virginia.    See  Fleming  B.  Miller. 
Dix,  Charles  T.,  142. 
Dix,  John  A. 
Commissioner,  examination  of  prisoners,  249. 
Correspondence : 
Addison,  W.M.,  381. 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  TT.  S.  A.,  257,  394, 

401,  788,  789, 1040. 
Army  Headquarters,  33, 45, 381, 788. 
Bayard,  T.  F.,  275. 
Burke,  M.,  165. 
Dodge,  G.  E.,  1343. 
Pulton,  C.  C,  577. 
Gibson,  A.  A.,  58. 
Gitting,  W.,  388. 
Glenn,  W.  W.,  781. 
Grimsley,  J.,  63. 
Hill,  W.  M.,  1332. 
Lincoln,  A.,  139. 


Dix,  John  A. — Continued. 
Correspondence : 
Lockwood,  H.  H.,  94, 103, 134, 142, 143, 145, 149, 

157,  268,  269. 
Low,  A.,  1039. 

McClellan.G.  B.,44, 45,  71, 381,  779, 905,906,1315. 
McPhail,  J.L.,  192. 
Maryland,  Governor  of,  213. 
Morris,  AV.  W.,  383,  387,  395, 783,  788,  789, 1315. 
Pendleton,  G.H.,  252. 
Porter,  A.,  1316. 

Slate  Department,  U.  S  ,  43, 70, 72, 79, 84, 85, 95, 
99, 105, 107, 109, 115-117,  119,  146,  151,  153, 166, 
177, 188, 192, 198,  201,  212,  216, 219,  226,  257,  287, 
351,  352,  382,  383,  386,  387.  389, 460-462,  779,  780, 
781,  787,  801,  831,  836,  848,  878,  899,  902, 1093, 
1281, 1282, 1343, 1344. 
Treasury  Department,  U  S.,  176. 
War  Department,  TJ,  S.,  33,  117,  246,  258-260. 

382,  389,  390,  788,  793. 
Watson,  G.  F.,  281. 
Wool,  J.  E.,  428,794. 

See  also  Political  Prisoners^  Commission. 
Lists  of  prisoners,  108, 152,  226. 
Mentioned,64,77,  99, 101, 113, 152, 165, 188, 225. 227- 
231, 249,257,  259,  261, 270,  282, 285,  289-291,  298- 
300, 302,  305,  306, 310,  313,  316,  317, 319, 322,  323, 
331, 340,  342,  383-385,  388,  395, 404, 408, 409, 428, 
461,  553,  554,  576,  577,  619,  743, 744,  746, 766,  778, 
779. 783,  786-790,  793-795, 830,  877,  880,  881,  901, 
905,906,908,  936, 937, 1031, 1039, 1263, 1267, 1294, 
1315, 1316, 1328,1336, 1338-1340, 1345, 1352,1353, 
1356. 
Proclamation,  139. 
Dixie,  C.  S.  Privateer,  89. 
Dixon,  Henry,  1413, 1414. 
Dixon,  J.  W.,1425. 
Dixon,  Junies. 
Correspondence : 
Chiipman,  C,  854. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  854, 855. 
Mentioned,  854. 
Dixnn,  Joseph,  1414. 
Dixon,  Joshua,  &  Co.,  1037. 
Dixon,  Hichael,  1425. 
Dixon,  Wickham,  1425. 
Dobbin,  George  W.,  350, 796. 
Dodds,  IVilliam,  242. 
Dodge,  Dr.,  695,  697. 
Dodge,  George  B. 
Correspondence,  J.  A.  Dix,  1343. 
Mentioned,  306, 905-908. 
Dodge,  Jacob  L.,  770. 
Dodge,  N.  S. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  465. 
Dohr,  Frederick,  250. 
Dolby,  William  A.,  1465. 
Dollner,  Harold,  545. 
Dolph,  Joseph. 

Correspondence,  A.  Lincoln,  81 1. 
Dolsou,  Charles,  749. 
Donaldson,  Hoses  P.,  235, 237, 271, 278, 334. 
Donan  &  Tait,  534. 
Donellan,  0. 
Correspondence,  R.  O'N.  Greenhow,  1308. 
Mentioned,  572, 865, 1308-1312. 
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Donii,  Tliomns  C. 

Correspondence : 
Mansfield,  J.  K.  F.,  350. 
Porter,  A.,  372,  374. 
Shepard,  C.H.,356. 

Mentioned,  190, 356, 368, 369, 372-375. 
Donnelly,  B.,  685. 
Donnelly,  J.  JI.,  250. 

Donnelly,  James  \.,  79-81, 152, 237, 238, 245, 261, 294. 
Donnelly,  John,  156. 
Uonoliue,  Mr.,  552. 
Dorsey,  Bcnjumin,  377. 
Dorsey,  T.  IV.,  374, 376, 377. 
Doster,  MiUiam  E. 

Oorrespondence,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  V. 
S.  A.,  1294. 
DosiTell,  J.  T.,  1520. 
Doty,  J.inics  D.,  1295, 1296. 
Doty,  L.  L. 

Correspondence.    See  Xeiv  Tork,  Governor  of. 
Doublcday,  Mr.,  705. 
Doubleday,  Charles. 

Correspondence,  P.  Clayton,  276. 
Douglas,  Adie,  575, 576. 
Douglas,  J.,  1425. 
Douglas,  Samuel  J.,  968. 
Douglas,  Stoiihcn  A.,  606,  607, 616, 620, 723, 724, 938, 

939. 946, 1297, 1386, 1492, 1515. 
Douglas,  Stephen  A.,  Mrs.,  575, 576. 
Douglass,  J.  A.,  92,  103,  154,  232,  239,  261,  270,  285, 

551. 
Douglass,  J.  Y.,  1313. 
Douthit,  John,  138, 1435. 
Doiv,  Dep.  i:.  S.  Mar.,  950. 
Dow,  G.  S.  C,  194. 
Dowdy,  William  T.,  1552, 1556. 
Downs,  Theodore  W.,  193. 
Dowlhit,  William,  138. 
Doyle,  5Ir.,  243. 

Drane,  Robert,  63, 102, 154, 227, 272, 278, 292. 
Draper,  Simeon. 

Correspondence  - 
Garrett,  N.  A.,  46. 
Julian,  H.  G.,  419. 
State  Department,  IT.  S.,  416, 419. 
War  Department.  U.  S.,  46, 416. 

Mentioned,  121, 420, 421, 725. 
Drew,  C,  125. 
Drew,  F.  A.,  313. 
Drew,  J.  T.,  1419,1420. 
Drew,  Thomas. 

Correspondence.  See  MastachmetU,  Bovernor  of. 
Dryden,  Thomas  A.,  250. 
Duane,ir.  H.,838,840. 
Duble,  Henry  \.,  case  of,  1313-1315. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  U.  S.,  1314. 

Mentioned,  1313, 1314. 
Dubuque  (la.)  Herald,  1298. 
Du  Clos,  Mr.,  644. 
Dudley,  Thomas  H. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  V.  S.,  206. 

Mentioned,  313. 
Duir,  John  A.,770. 
Duffy,  D.L.,  200. 
Daffy,  Peter,  265. 
Duke.  Thomas  H.,  1467. 


Dulaney,  0.  L,,  237, 

Dulin,  Francis,  264. 

Dumont,  Ebenezer,  715. 

Dnnbar,  WiUiam,  1476. 

Dundas,  William  Oswald,  152,208-210,237,315. 

Duulap,  G.  \f. 

Correspondence,  D.  T.  Auxier,  et  ah,  407. 
Dunlop,  Hugh,  1103. 
Dunu,  Hiram. 

Correspondence ; 
Adjutant-General'a  Office,  TT.  S.  A.,  256. 
New  York,  Governor  of,  123. 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  83, 86. 
War  Department,  XT.  S.,  255. 

Mentioned,  123, 162, 224, 255. 
Dunn,  John,  264. 
Dunn,  Nicholas,  234. 
Dunn,  William. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  IT.  S.,  55. 
Dunn,  William  McKec. 

Correspondence : 
Stone,  D.  C,  685, 686. 
Sullivan,  J.,  687. 

Mentioned,  978. 
Du  Pont,  S.  F. 

Correspondence : 
Lardnor,  J.  L.,  220. 
Navy  Department,  TJ.  S.,  220. 

Mentioned,  220, 1048, 1308. 
Durant,  C.  J.,  102, 154, 230, 232. 
Durkin,  Joseph,  268. 
Durrett,  Kenben  T.,  case  of,  805-829. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  820. 

Mentioned,  102, 154, 230, 233, 805-829. 
Durrett,  Reuben  T.,  Mrs.,  810-812. 
Dusenbury,  William  Coxe. 

Correspondence,  Army  Headquarters,  112. 

Mentioned,  107. 
Duskey,  Captain,  413, 414. 
Dusky,  Daniel,  266. 
Dutton,  James,  1483. 
Dyer,  E.  G. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  128. 

Mentioned,  129. 
Dykes,  Captain,  1464. 
Gades,  Stephen,  1436. 
Eagle,  Horatio,  526, 1400, 1401, 1499. 
Eakins,  Samnel  H.,  102, 132, 133, 230, 233, 295. 
Earl,  William,  559. 
Easton,  George  H.,  34. 
Easton,  W.  M.,  250. 
East  Tennessee. 

Martial  law,  note,  1421. 
Eastwood,  Charles,  345. 
Eaton,  Daniel  L. 

Correspondence : 
Interior  Department,  V.  S.,  674. 
Talbot,  G.  F.,  679. 

Mentioned,  677, 678, 680. 
r,aton,  H.  K.,  250. 
Eaton,  Jonah  B,,  265. 
Eaton,  William,  237, 271. 
Eddy,  Hiram,  1372, 1373. 
Edge,  O.W.,  1383, 1383. 
Edgell,  S.  M.,  &Co.,122. 
Edinburgh,  Steamer,  50, 580, 582, 584, 1141. 
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Edinburgh  Xorning  Conrsnt,  1131. 

Edinburgh  ReTiew,  1491, 1496-1403. 

Gdinbnrgh  Scotsman,  1181. 

Edsall,  Horace,  1447. 

EdTFirds,  J.  II.,  54. 

Edirards,  James  0.,  250. 

Edirards,  John  Ficrrepont,  C59. 

Edirards,  Thomas  L.,  1489. 

Ednards,  W.  II.    See  X.  C.  Convention. 

Egglestone,  Benjamin,  63, 63, 227, 229. 

EichofT,  A.,  496. 

Ekuss,  Leiyis,  26G. 

Elder,  Mr.,  697. 

Eldridge,  B.  D. 

Correspondence,  "W.  A.  Parker,  161. 
Elgin,  Charles  F.,  272. 
Elizabeth  City  County,  Ta. 

Martial  law,  note,  1421. 
Ella  Warley,  Steamer,  1239. 
Ellenbrook,  Frederick,  36, 226. 
EUet,  Charles,  jr.,  1354. 
Ellicott,  Joseph  T.,  237, 204. 
Elliot,  Hiram  F. 

Correspondence,  States  Department,  IT.  S.,  690, 

Mentioned,  691. 
Elliot,  Robert,  case  of,  688-692. 

Mentioned,  59, 102, 230, 233, 618, 688-692. 
Elliott,  Charles,  250, 349. 
Ellis,  Frank  91. ,  case  of,  1303-1306. 

Mentioned,  237,  271,  278, 1303-1306. 
Ellis,  William  J.,  227. 
Ellison,  Slarsliall,  85. 
Ellsworth,  E.  Elmer,  1290. 
Elmert,  John,  155. 
Elmford,  Jane,  1347. 
Ely,  Alfred. 

Correspondence : 
Davis,  J.,  1393. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  1383, 1385. 

Mentioned,  37,  38, 98,  430, 463,  479, 1349, 1385, 1434. 
Ely,  John  P.,  888. 
Emack,  George  91.,  1487. 
Emerson,  Francis,  891. 
Emerson,  John  S.,  case  of,  354-358, 

Correspondence : 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  355. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  354. 

Mentioned,  237, 354-358,  370,  375. 
Empire  City,  TT.  S.  Steamer,  963. 
Empress,  Bark,  182, 184, 329, 330. 
Empty,  Colonel. 

Correspondence,  T.  Jordan,  1310. 
Enchantress,  Schooner,  292, 293. 
Engle,  B.  J.,  1540. 
Engle,  William  F.,  152, 227, 322. 
Engler,  Samnel,  250. 
English,  Ednard,  229, 341. 
English,  James  A.,  272, 277. 
English,  Jos«,  232, 239, 261, 269, 346. 
Enlow,  John,  265. 
Enoch,  Darid,  jr.,  265. 
Erskine,  Thomas,  797. 
Erfin,  WiUiam,  1506. 
Eshelman,  Abraham,  265. 
Etheridge,  Emerson,  1354. 
Eugenia  Smith,  Steamer,  1172. 


'   F,u8tace,  James. 

Correspondence,  J.  A.  Kennedy,  50. 

Mentioned,  50, 
Eustis,  Mr.,  1378. 
Eustis,  Oeorge,  case  of,  1076-1244. 

Correspondence,  C,  "Wilkes,  1088, 1091, 1092, 1096. 

Mentioned,  154, 165,  233, 1076,1077,1080-1091, 1095, 
1097,  1098,  1100,  1103,  1110,  1114,  1119,  1144, 
1145,  1147,  1155-1157,  1160,  1162,    1164,  1226- 
1229, 1232-1235, 1241, 1242,  1244. 
Enstis,  Oeorge,  Mrs.,  1114, 1115, 1236. 
Europa,  Steamer,  1119. 
Europe,  Steamer,  652. 
Erans,  Mr.  (Ga.),  1493. 
Evans,  Mr.  (N.  T,),  682. 
Evans,  Mr,  (Va.),  1027-1030. 
Evans,  Darid,  165, 961, 
Evans,  E.,&  Co.,  1066,' 
Evans,  Nathan  G.,  1414, 1418. 
Evans,  Peter,  265. 
Evans,  T.  J.,  Sloop,  297. 
Evans  tc  Cogsivell,  649. 
Evarts,  WiUiam  M. 

Correspondence : 
Smith,  E.  D.,  483. 
State  Dept.,  U,  S.,  1033, 1035, 1036, 1039, 

Mentioned,  481-483, 
Everet,  E.  T.,  267, 
Everett,  Isaac. 

Correspondence,  G.  D.  Prentice,  818. 
Everhart,  A.  J.,1479, 
Evert,  P.  R.,  265, 
Kwell,  Benjamin  S.,  1365. 
Ewing,  Thomas. 

Correspondence,  A,  Lincoln,  1103. 

Mentioned,  1104, 
Ewing,  W.  E. 

Correspondence,  G,  D.  Prentice,  818, 
Eyster,  J.  Allison,  1427, 
Fabre,  C.  D.,  250. 
Fabre,  F.  A.,  53, 57, 297, 298, 
Fairfax,  Donald  M. 

Correspondence,  C,  'Wilkea,  1081, 1082. 

Mentioned,  1080, 1081,  1084-1088, 1114,  1115,  1146, 
1234. 
Falconer,  William,  267. 
Fall,  Renben,  265, 
Fallon,  Captain,  1483. 
Falls,  Mr.,  200. 
Falls,  Moor  N. 

Correspondence : 
War  Department,  TJ,  S,,  1093. 
Wool,  J.  B.,  104, 

Mentioned,  212. 
FaUs,  N.  D.,  201, 212, 216. 
Falmouth,  U.  S.  Store-ship,  360. 
Fannie,  812. 

Fannigan,  Charles  W.,  66. 
Fanny,  tr.  S.  Transport,  491, 403. 
Fardilla,  Enrico,  465. 
Farley,  J.  W.,  265, 
Farley,  W.  D.,  1286. 
Famsvrorth,  Elon  J.,  218. 
Famsworth,  John  F.,  9, 218. 
Farr,  James  W.,  case  of,  1283-1296. 

Mentioned,  237, 271, 278, 1285, 1286, 1292, 1293. 
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Farr,  John  B.,  case  of,  1283-1296. 

Mentioned,  237, 271, 278, 1284-1286, 1289-1294. 
Farr,  Kate. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  1288. 

Mentioned,  1289, 1292. 
Farr,  Stephen,  1286. 
Farrar,  Bernard  G.,  348. 
Farrell,  Dennis,  238, 245,  262. 
Farrell,  Lewis  S.,  202, 212,  217, 336. 
Farringtott,  M.  J.,  238, 262, 340. 
Farris,  Jacobs,  267. 
Fanchet,  il.,  1127. 
Faulkner,  Boyd,  4C3-465. 
Faulkner,  Charles  J.,  case  of,  4G3-470. 

Correspondence : 
Baxter,  S.  S.,  1533. 
Burl;e,M.,477. 
Penton,  E.  E.,  479. 
McDongall,  J.  A.,  467. 
Fancoaat,  G.  L.,  1534. 
State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  466,  469, 472. 
Wil)ard,G.L.,468. 

Mentioned,  3, 102,  154,  230,  233, 430, 492,  636, 1255, 
1298, 1349, 1396, 1418, 1514. 
Faulkner,  Charles  J.,  Mrs. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  467. 
Fayette,  James  M.,  1469. 1470. 
Felch,  Alpheus,  9. 
FeUers,  H.  M.,  1470. 
FelloiFS,  James,  1477, 1478. 
Fellows,  Otey,  1476-1478. 
Fendall,  P.  B. 

Correspondence,  Attorney-General's  Office,  TJ. 
S.,790. 
Fentnn,  Benben  E. 

Correspondence,  C.  J.  Faullcner,  479. 
Ferguson,  J.  M.,  250. 
Fergnson,  Milton  J.,  266. 
Ferguson,  William,  1446. 
FergussoD,  James,  Sir,  499, 1242. 
Fernandez,  Peter,  case  of,  956-982. 

Mentioned,  155, 958, 961, 975. 976. 
Ferriere,  Felix,  250. 
Ferris,  John,  257. 
Ferry,  Sergeant.  682. 
Ferry,  Thomas  W.,  121. 
Fessenden,  William  P. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  46,58, 
675, 676,  68D. 
Fickler,  Joseph,  496. 
Field,  H.  C,  272,277. 
Field,  John  A.,  272, 274, 277. 
Field,  Bichard  H.,  1388, 1389. 
Fields,  Isaac,  250. 
Fields,  William,  237. 
FiUebrOTni,  Thomas  Scott,  1366. 
Fillmer,  F.,  1461. 
Filson,  Mr.,  1410. 
Fingal,  Steamer,  1079, 1094. 
Finney,  Mr.,  145. 
Fishback,  Charles. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  IT.  S.,  80fi. 
Fisher,  Mr.,  269. 
Fisher,  C.  H. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  TJ.  S.,  505. 
Fisher,  John  B.,  155. 


Fisher,  Hiers  W. 

Correspondence,  Wax  Department,  C.  S.,  1372. 
Fisher,  T.  H.,  1495. 
Fisher,  Thomas  N.,  1425, 1485, 1486. 
Fisher,  William  L.,  237, 271, 279. 
Fisher  &  Co.,  534. 
Flsk,  Charles  B.,  76. 
Fisk,  Francis,  295. 
Fisk,  Francis  M.,  295. 
Fisk,  John  F. 

Correspondence.   See  Kentucky  Legislature, 
Fiske,  Suward  W. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  647. 
Fitzgerald,  Dr.,  53, 57. 
Fitzgerald,  F.,  1610. 
Fitzgerald,  Hichael,  227. 
Fitzgibbon,  T.  C,  1255. 
Fitzpatrick,  Kicholas  P.,  419. 
Fitzpatrick,  Thomas  C,  198, 226, 228, 290. 
Fitz  Boy,  Bobert,  787. 
i  Flag,  U.  S.  Steamer,  144, 293, 294. 
;  Flags  of  Tmce. 

Norfolk  and  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  93, 94. 
;  Flahanlt,  Coont,  1121, 1134, 1144. 
Flanagan,  Jacob,  265. 
Flanagan,  H.  0. 

Correspondence,  G.  'Wilkes,  768. 
Flanagan,  K.  A.,  1437. 

Flanders,  Augusta.    See  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Flanders. 
Flanders,  Francis  D.,  case  of,  938-966. 

Correspondence,  M.  J.  "Warren,  950. 

Mentioned,  154, 231, 232, 239, 261, 269. 
Flanders,  Francis  D.,  Mrs. 
.  Correspondence: 

New  York,  Governor  of,  955. 
State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  953-956. 

Mentioned,  950,  952, 955. 
Flanders,  Josepli  B.,  case  of,  938-956. 

Correspondence : 
Cagger,P.,  946. 
Johnston,  "W.  P.,  945. 
Mears,  T.  S.,  938, 947. 

Mentioned,  154, 231, 232, 239, 261, 269, 672. 

Kesolations  in  handwriting,  951. 
Flanders,  Joseph  B.,  Mrs. 

Correspondence,  J.  C.  Spencer,  952. 

Mentioned,  950, 955. 
Flanders,  Iiouisa  B. 

See  Mrs.  Francis  D.  Flanders. 
Fleece,  William  J.,  198, 199, 237, 271, 278. 
Fleming,  A.  J.,  272,277. 
Fleming,  John,  1430. 
Fleshman,  C.  S.,  267. 
Flint,  William,  265. 
Flood, William  P.,  1425, 1488. 
Florance,  Louis,  368. 
Floyd,  John  B. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  1391. 

Mentioned,  18,  378, 402, 407, 1325,  1332,  1391, 1432, 
1433, 1438, 1439, 1441-1443, 1446, 1470, 1478. 
Flynn,  Michael,  35. 
FoUen,  Charles,  237, 271, 278. 
FoUyn,  William,  1424. 
Forbes,  Harris,  867. 
Ford,  Mr.,  565. 
Ford,  J.  Ignatius,  237, 238, 245, 262, 333. 
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Ford,  John  S. 

Correspondence,  D.  A.  Treviiio,  1391. 
Forei^  Office,  Austrian. 

Correspondence,  Chevalier  de  Hulsemann,  1166. 
Foreign  Office,  British. 
Correspondence : 

Adams,  C.  F.,  652,  654-657,  663. 
Admiralty,  British,  1102, 1112, 1114, 1155. 
Bunch,  E.,  656. 
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Correspondence : 
Hood,  F.  T.,  917. 
Tayior,  H.,  917. 

Mentioned,  155, 229, 913-915, 918, 919, 921-923. 
Hall,  Kathan  K.,  557, 553. 
Hall,  Peyton,  1397, 1453, 1464. 
Hall,  B.  B. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  U.  S.,  9. 
Hall,  Samuel,  265. 
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Hall,  Thomas  W.,  jr.,  oasc  of,  787-790. 

Mentioned,  102, 154, 226,  227,  230,  232,  285,  787-790, 
793,  795. 
HaU,  W.  C. 

Cozreapondence,  "Virginia,  Governor  of.  411. 
Hall,  Wardrop. 

Correspondence,  J.  "^V.  Wall,  776. 
Halleck,  Henry  IV. 

Correspondence : 
Hoxie.H.M.,  1334. 
Lowe,  "W.  TV.,  275. 
Phillips,  D.L.,  272, 274. 
■\Var  Department,  TJ.  S.,  1333. 

Mentioned,  142, 164, 273, 283, 284, 327, 1052, 1331. 
HaUic,  812. 

Halllnan,  M.  M.,  52,  53,  57, 297, 298. 
HaUock,  Gerard,  723, 725. 
Halloiray,  Bobert,  184. 
Halsted,  Mr.,  696. 
Ham,  C.  D.,  243. 
Hambleton,  James  P.,  606, 1386. 
Hambleton,  Thomas  E. 

Correspondence : 
Attorney-General's  Office,  TJ.  S.,  873. 
State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  872, 877. 

Mentioned,  875, 877, 878. 
Hamet,  W.  H.,  1397. 
Hamilton. 

Correspondence,  D.  C.  Lowber,  589. 
Hamilton,  Abe,  1460. 
Hamilton,  K.  S. 

Correspondence,  M.  B.  White,  1385. 
Hamilton,  Schnyler,  372. 
Hamilton,  Afilliam,  266. 
Hamlin,  Hannibal, 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  194. 
See  also  Congreag,  U.  S. 
Hammer,  Adam,  35. 
Hammer,  George  IV.,  267. 
Hammond,  E,    See  Foreign  OJice,  British. 
Hammond,  H.  H.,  682. 
Hammond,  John,  370, 371, 374. 
Hampton,  Reuben,  267. 
Hanaher,  John,  1441. 
Hancock,  VVinfleld  S.,  316, 318, 1286. 
Haner}',  Nathaniel,  1290. 
Hanety,  P.,  263. 
Hankcl,  Mr.,  12M. 

Hanner,  Charles.    See  Gltarles  Krengle. 
Hannum,  Flslier  A. 

Correspondence,  L.  Polk,  1388. 
Hansbarger,  Mr.,  1473. 
Hansconi,Mr.,  930. 
Hanscomb,  Mr.,  905, 906, 908. 
Hansey,  Michael,  250. 
Han.sford,  Charles  S.,  265. 
Hanson,  £.  A.,  1347. 
Hanson,  George  A.,  1347, 1350. 
Hanson,  Peter,  345. 
Harbin,  George  F.,ca8e  of,  857-881. 

Correspondence,  State  Dept.,  TJ.  S.,  870, 874, 875. 

Mentioned,  152, 237, 857-881. 
Harbonr,  Josej>h,  266. 
Hardee,  Joseph,  251. 
Harden,  John  J.,  267. 
Hardesty,  Bichard,  228. 


Hardie,  James  A, 

Correspondence.    See  George  B.  McOlellan. 
Hardy,  Henry  C. 
Correspondence : 
Low,  A.  A.,  512. 
Taylor,  M.,  525,  526. 
Mentioned,  513, 514, 517, 520-523, 525, 526. 
Hardy  &Bro.,  522,523. 
Harford,  Hary,  189, 190. 
Hargan,  Daniel,  35. 
Hargan,  George,  35. 
Harker,  James,  227. 
Harlan,  James. 
Correspondence : 
rr6mont,J.C..748. 
Hill,  W.M.,  1330. 
War  Department,  TJ.  S.,  1331, 1333. 
Mentioned,  1301, 1331, 1335, 1337, 1338. 
Harmon,  John,  97. 
Harness,  William  H. 
Correspondence,  War  Department,  C.  S  ,  1416. 
Mentioned,  1416, 1456. 
Harold,  Mr.,  76. 
Harper,  A. 

Correspondence,  A.  W.  McDonald,  1540. 
Harper,  Jacob,  1476. 
Harper,  VV.  W.,  272, 274, 277. 
Harper  &  Bros.,  286. 

Harriet  lane,  U.  S.  Eev.  Cut.,  195, 332, 333, 336, 337 
Harrington,  Daniel  B.,  229,  341. 
Harrington,  George,  1047, 1060. 
Harrington,  J.  S.,  251. 
Harris,  A.  C,  156. 

Harris,  Arnold,  case  of,  1516-1521. 
Correspondence ; 
Abrams,  Mr.,  1521. 
Bocock,  T.S.,151D. 
Boyce,W.  W.,1519. 
Buford,  A.,  1622. 
Johnson,  E.  W.,1519. 
Keitt,  L.M.,  1519. 
Miller,  T.,  69. 
Pryor,  E.  A.,  1519. 
Mentioned,  38,  69, 477, 1428, 1515-1524. 
Harris,  Arnold,  Mrs.,  1521, 1522. 
Harris,  Ella,  1521. 
Harris,  Isham  G.,  809. 
Harris,  William,  884. 
Harris  &  Horgan,  967. 
Harrison,  Burton  N.,  429. 
Harrison,  Charles  H.,  251. 
Harrison,  Francis  L,,  238. 
Harrison,  H.  Lynde,  1277. 
Harrison,  Isham,  jr.,  1550-1555. 
Harrison,  James  T.,  1550-1655. 
Harrison,  JI.,  1479-1481. 
Harrison,  William  G.,  102, 154, 225, 227, 230, 232, 239. 

262,  270, 285. 
Harrison,  William  Henry,  1296. 
Harrison  County  (la.)  Flag,  1329. 
Harrold,  Uriah  B.,  229, 297. 
Harrover,  John,  237, 238, 245, 262, 333. 
Hart,  Mr.,  1508. 
Hart,  Henry  N.,  250. 
Hart,  N.  H. 
Correspondence,  G.  S.  Hopkins,  1262. 
Mentioned,  1248. 
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Hartford  (Conn.)  Tiniefi,  377. 
Hartsteiic,  Henry  J.,  960,  968. 
Harvey  Birch,  Steamer,  1105, 1131, 1235. 
Harwood,  John  Allen,  202,  212, 217, 265, 339. 
Raskins,  William  L. 

Correspondeuce.  State  Department,  U.  S.,  1272. 

Mentioned,  1268. 
Haslennood,  Edward. 

Correspondence,  J.  Davis,  4-6 

Mentioned  3, 4 
Hasslcr,  Bettie  H.,  237. 295. 
Hassler,  F.  E.,  Mrs.    See  Bettie  H.  Eatsler. 
Hatch,  Colonel,  1510, 1511 
Hatch,  F.  H.,  1503. 
Hattcras,  Cape  (N.  C),  Citizens. 

Correspondence,  K.  C.  Hawkins,  62. 

Oath  of  allegiance,  63. 
Haren,  Mr.,  712. 
Harens,  Cornelias  P.,  344. 
Havers,  B.  F.,  1548. 
Halves,  James  III.,  15. 
Hawkins,  J.  Busscll. 

Correspondence,  J.  C.  l>6raoiit,  748. 
Hawkins,  J.  W. 

Correspondence,  A.  S.  Johnston,  1387. 
Hawkins,  Bnsh  C. 

Correspondence : 
Hatteras,  Cape  (N.  C),  citizens,  62. 
Weber,  M.,  63. 
■Wool,  J.  E.,  58, 60, 61. 
Hawkins,  Thomas  T.,  1522, 1524. 
Hawksliurst,  John,  1286. 
Hawley,  Lieutenant,  964. 
Hawley,  Mr-.  51. 
Hawley,  J.  R.,  229, 331. 
Hawley,  Seth  C. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  123, 
126, 147, 149, 178,  219, 427. 487,  513,  514,  518-521, 
524,  526-528,  537-539, 696,  697, 702,  754, 755,  757, 
762.  765,  769,  770,  818,  892,  894,  896,  933-935, 
1024, 1025, 1034, 1037, 1072, 1073, 1275-1277. 

Mentioned,  123, 127,  138, 149, 150, 153, 174, 178,  306, 
344, 544,  763,  769.  770,  936, 1040. 

Notice,  examination  of  prisoners,  136. 

Recognition  of  attorneys  for  prisoners,  156. 
Haxall,  Mr.,  1532. 
Hay,  John. 

Correspondence.    See  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Haycock,  Thomas,  238, 272. 
Hayden,  B.  L.,  156, 229, 312. 
Hayden,  Benjamin,  223. 
Hayden,  Jolin,  223. 
Hayes,  M'in^atc. 

Correspondence,  State  Dept.,  U.  S  ,  446, 447. 

::Mentionea.  432, 435, 436, 445. 
Haynian  &  Co.,  970. 
Hayniond,  T.  S.,  1473. 
Haj-nes,  J.  P.,  242. 
Hays,  Captain,  1482. 
Haywood,  Thomas,  1432, 1433. 
Hazard,  William  J.,  122. 
Hazewell,  George  R.,  702. 
Healey,  Captain,  1015. 
Healey,  T.  A.,  898. 
Healey,  William,  251. 
Heard,  Thomas,  586. 
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Heart,  John,  1386. 

Heater,  Hanson,  265. 

Heater,  Harvey,  265. 

Heater,  Hiomas  B.,  267. 

Heath,  Colonel,  1299. 

Heath,  Edward,  &  Co.,  1068. 

Heatwoh,  Hanasseh,  1425. 

Heazlitt,  Charles  F.,  132, 541, 722, 729, 739, 842. 

Hebb,  John  L.,  36, 226. 

Hubert,  Paul  0. 

Correspondence,  A.  Buchel,  1407. 
Heck,  J.  91. 

Correspondence,  Virginia,  Governor  of,  1508. 
Heckart,  John  J.,  102, 227, 230,  233. 
Hedley,  John,  1002. 
Hedrick,  W.  W.,  case  of,  13S2-1354. 
Heflin,  A.,  1426. 
Heineken,  G. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  2. 
Heinrlchs,  Edward,  92, 94, 96, 307. 
Heintzelman,  Samuel  P. 

Correspondence : 
McDowell,  I.,  11. 
Montgomery,  W.  E.,  206. 

Mentioned,  206, 218, 235, 333-339, 345-347. 
Helm,  Charles  J.,  93, 99, 316. 
Helm,  H.  D.,  315, 316. 
Helmick,  J.  N.,  267. 
Henchman,  William,  1437. 
Henderson,  George  T.,  202, 212, 217, 336, 337. 
Henderson,  Henry,  14&4. 
Henderson,  J. M. 

Correspondence,  D.  C.  Bnell,  186. 
Henderson,  James. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  487. 

Mentioned,  488, 490. 
Henderson,  Julius,  488. 
Hendricks,  Frederic,  156. 
Henrietta,  TJ.  S.  Kev.  Cut.,  435, 439, 445, 451. 
Henry,  Alexander,  722. 
Henry,  B.  T. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  645. 
Henry,  C.  A.,  317. 

Henry  Hlddleton,  Schooner,  86, 87, 544-555. 
Hensley,  William,  267. 
Henson,  John,  267. 
Hepke,  Mr.,  496, 497. 
Herbert,  Joseph,  864. 
Herera,  M.  A.,  &  Co.,  175. 
Herman,  Peter,  256. 
Herndon,  James  C,  562, 572. 
Herr,  AusUn  H. ,  1304, 1305, 1393. 
Herron,  Quillers,  31. 
Hesse,  Lndwig,  1430. 
Hettic. 

Correspondence,  M.  W.  Barr,  812. 
Howett,  William. 

Correspondence,  Lord  Lyons,  1160, 1164. 

Meutioneu,  1160, 1163, 1241, 1242, 1244. 
Hewitt,  Ada  M.    See  Augiutta  Morris. 
Hewitt,  Thomas  B.,  237, 238, 245,  262, 332. 
Heyltger,  Louis. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  1239. 
Hibbs,  John  A.,  257. 
Hlbler,  Daniel,  339, 340. 
Hick,  WilUam,  238, 239, 245, 262, 339. 
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flicker,  DuTld  H.,  267. 
Hickman,  John,  791. 
Hickman,  YVilliam,  265. 
Hickok,  Henry  C,  203. 
Hicks,  Thomas  H. 
Correspondence.  See  Maryland,  Governor  of. 
Hentioned,  101, 795. 
Hickson,  H.  C,  152. 
Higginbotliani,  Edirard  G.,  1384. 
Hlggins,  Eugene,  36, 226. 
Higgins,  John.    See  John  Hagins. 
High,  Frederic  S.,  267. 
Hilbert,  Doniinick,  251. 
Bildebrand,  F.,1286. 
Hill,  Lieutenant.    See  John  S.  Emei-snn. 
Hill,  Andrew  J. ,680. 
Hill,  Bennett  H. 
Correspondence ; 
Adjntont-General's  Office,  TJ.  S.  A.,  964, 966. 
Boynton,  T  J.,  965. 
State  Department,  IT.  S.,  973. 
Mentioned,  957-959, 974,  977. 
Hill,  Charles  W.,  229. 
Hill,  Daniel  H. 
Correspondence,  J.  H.  "Winder,  1409. 
Mentioned,  619, 1468, 1470, 1479, 1480, 1488, 1489. 
Hill,  Joseph,  34. 

Hill,  Octarins  A.,  673-675,678,680. 
Hill,  Samuel. 
Correspondence : 
State  Department,  TT.  S.,  114. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  56. 
Hill,  Tt'llliam,  802. 

Hill,  William  M.,  case  of,  1321-1889. 
Correspondence : 
Dix,  J.  A.,  1332. 
arimes,  J.  W.,  1337, 1338. 
Harlan,  J. .I.ISO. 
Hoxie,H.M.,1329. 
Palmer,  F.W.,  1330. 

Political  Prisoners'  Com'n,  1334, 1336, 1338. 
State  Department,  XT.  S.,  1325, 1329. 
Union  Democrat,  Editor,  1323. 
War  Department,  IT.  S.,  1331, 1335. 
Mentioned,  1321-1339. 
HiUear]',  Washington,  case  of,  1606-1508. 
Correspondence,  J.  Brannon,  1506. 
Mentioned,  1506-1508. 
Hllliard,  G.  S.,  1137. 
Hilliard,  H.  W. 
Correspondence : 
"Mr.  Editor,"  1229. 
State  Department,  C.  S.,  1229. 
Hills,  CalTin,  1245, 1252. 
Hillyar,  Henry  S.,  1242. 
Hillyer,  William  S. 

Correspondence.    See  Ulysseg  S.  Grant. 
Hindman,  :Mr.,  1480. 
HInks,  Charles  D.,  36,226. 
HInton,  Joseph  B. 
Correspondence : 
Attorney-General's  Office,  C.  S.,  1401. 
Causteii,  J.  H.,  1402. 
Mentioned,  1402. 
Hipkins,  John,jr.,  343. 
Hipp,  P.  C.  W.,  155,229. 


Hitchcock,  Ethan  A. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  0.  S.,  403. 
Hitchcock,  J.  T. 

Correspondence,  S.  J.  Anderson,  610. 

Mentioned,  602. 
Hitchcock,  Thomas,  237, 368-379. 
Hite,  Sergeant,  414. 
Hitc,  J.  W.,  265. 
Hitzelberger,  Alexander  L. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  tT.  S.,  143. 

bfentioned,  258. 
Hobart  &  Forster,  1278, 1279. 
Hobbs,  Edward  D. 

Correspondence,  E.  Anderson,  887. 

Mentioned,  887. 
Hoben,  William  0. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  673. 

Mentioned,  677. 
Hodge,  Mftttheir,  1261-1263. 
Hodge,  William. 

Correspondence,  J.  C.  Backus,  730. 

Mentioned,  734, 735, 797. 
Hodges,  Asa,  case  of,  1550-15.i7. 
Hodges,  John  K.,  266. 
HoflTman,  Messrs.,  1490. 
Hoffinan,  B.  V. 

Correspondence.    See  Ohio,  Governor  of. 
Hofftnan,  George  A, 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  900. 
HolTman,  Wellington,  251. 
Hoffman,  William. 

Correspondence : 
Bnrke,  M.,  407, 410. 
Child,  AV.H.,  1360. 
Day,  L.,  202. 
Dimick,  J.,  202. 

Ludlow,  W.  H.,  403,  406,  408,  410, 411. 
Ohio,  Governor  of,  211. 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  TJ.  S.  A.,  263. 
State  Department,  TJ.  S  ,  216. 
White,  J.,  410. 

Mentioned,  335-337,  348. 
Hoffman,  Dorrepaal  &  Co.,  686. 
Hoffman  &  Howell,  1470. 
Hogan,  W. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  504. 
Hoggard,  James  B.,  92, 94, 96, 307. 
Holbrook,  A.  II. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  829. 
Holderby,  Robert  S.,  266. 
HoHand,  Charles,  1471, 1472, 1480. 
Holland,  Gustavus,  3, 4, 32, 33. 
Holland,  B.  C,  152,165,227,239,240,262,323. 
Hollingshead,  John  S. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  TJ.  S.,  1294. 

Mentioned,  452. 
Hollingsworth,  Zebulon,  250. 
Hollis,  Thomas  W.,  257. 
Holman.    See  Sylvester  Parker. 
Holmes,  S.  G.,  207. 
Holmes,  S.  G.  C,  267. 
Holmes,  Theophilns  H. 

Correspondence,  W.  S.  G.  Andrews,  1548. 

Mentioned,  1429, 1455, 1490, 1647. 
Holsclaw,  Lewis S.,  case  of,  881-897. 

Mentioned,  103, 231, 883, 884,  886,  888, 893-897. 
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Holt,  Mr.,  1531. 
Holt,  Joseph. 
Correspondence : 
Lincoln,  A.,  808. 

State  Department,  V.  S.,  889, 891, 
See  also  Judffe-Adv.  Gen.'s  Office,V.  S.  A. 
Mentioned,  1015, 1256. 
Holtznian,  A.  J.,  237. 
Honftker,  John,  1449. 
Honduras,  Steamer,  971. 
Hone,  John. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  1094. 
Hood,  Francis  T. 
Correapondenue : 
Lincoln  A.,  910. 
Stanton,  K.  H.,  et  al.,  917. 
Mentioned,  919. 
Hooker,  Joseph. 
Correspondence  : 
McClellan,  G.  B.,  185, 201. 
Wells,  G.D.,  1027, 1028. 
Mentioned,  326, 333-335, 340, 1027, 1028. 
Hooper,  J.  J. 

Correspondence.    Sec  Congress.  C.  S. 
Hooper,  \\.  H.,  1424. 
HooTer,  Frederic,  265. 
Hoover,  .Jonah  D.,  1521. 
Hope,  S.  R.,  267. 
Hopkins,  A.  S.,  267. 
Hopkins,  Ann  .Uaria,  1525, 1520. 
Hopkins,  Basil,  1343. 
Hopkins,  (iuy  S.,  case  of,  1244-1267. 
Correspondence : 
Hart,  X.H.,  1262. 
McClelland,  K.,  1248, 1257. 
State  Department  TJ.  S.,  1250, 1264. 
Mentioned.  155,  239,  240, 262,  275, 1244-1267. 
Hopkins,  Johns,  873. 
Hopkins,  Hull  &  Atkinson. 
Correspondence : 
*'Cnstomers  and  Friends,"  1341. 
Meredith,  Spencer  &  Co.,  1341. 
I'inkerton,  A.,  1342. 
Mentioned,  1340-1344. 
Hopkinsou,  James,  182,329. 
Hopper,  Dr.,  133. 
Homienz,  A.  C,  1011, 1012, 1020. 
Honibcck,  Abraham,  238, 245, 262, 347. 
Horton,  Mr.,  1015. 
Horton,  Henrf,  432, 441, 455. 
Horton,  R.  G. 

Correspondence,  D.  Richmond,  614. 
Hosea,  Isaac,  207. 
Hoskins,  F.  V.,296. 
Houcliin,  Ellis,  265, 1380 
HoBgh,  E.  S.,272  277. 
Hou^htaling,  Joel,  1285 
Householder,  Gideon,  1479. 
Houston,  James  II. 
Correspondence,  C.  Wilkes,  1082, 1085. 
Mentioned,  1082-1084, 1086, 1088 
Horey,  John  G. 

Correspondence,  N.P.  Banks,  108. 
Uoirard,  Mr.,  43. 
Howard,  Anbrey  C,  35, 
Howard,  Charles,  102, 164, 226, 230, 232, 285, 350, 782. 


Howard,  Frank  Key,  case  of,  778-786. 
Correspondence : 
Burke,  M.,  783. 
Howard,  L.,  781. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  783. 
Mentioned,  102, 154, 225, 227, 230, 232, 285, 778-786, 
793,  795. 
Howard,  Lydia. 

Correspondence,  F.  K.  Howard,  781. 
Howard,  0.  R. 

Correspondence,  J.Davis,  1505. 
Howard,  W.  A.,  1245, 1247. 
Howard,  William,  1373-1375. 
Howe,  Charles,  965, 077. 
Howe,  Frank  E.,  1050. 
Howe,  John  Vi'. 
Correspondence,  G,  W.  Dunlap,  407. 
Mentioned,  403, 406, 407, 411, 414. 
Howe,  Timothy  0. 
Correspondence,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  U. 
S.A.,283. 
Howell  Cobb,  TJ.  S.  Eev.  Cut.,  195, 336, 337. 
Howes,  J.  IV.,  1008. 
Hoxie,  Herbert  HI. 
Card  to  the  public,  1326. 
Correspondence : 
Halleok,  H.W.,  1334. 
Hill,  W.M.,  1329. 

State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  113, 1322, 1325, 1326. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  1331, 1332. 
Mentioned,  114, 1321,  1322,  1324, 1326-1330,  1332- 
1339. 
Hubbell,  Mr.,  1487. 
Hubbell,  George  A„  60, 73, 229, 302. 
Hubbell,  Nathan. 

Correspondence,  A.  Lincoln,  73. 
Hubbell,  William  Y. 

Correspondence,  J.  Davis,  1505. 
Hubby,  Xj.  M. 

Correspondence,  A.  G.  Lawrence,  95. 
Huddle8ton,Mr..  1480. 
Hudson,  Mr.,  685. 
Hudson,  Daniel,  251. 
Hudson,  R.  M.,  1384. 
Hudson,  William  L. 
Correspondence : 
Dimick,  J.,  1101. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  47, 1096, 1100, 1101. 
Wilkes,  C,  1101. 
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State  Department,  XT.  S.,  77,81,90,98,130,147, 
158, 162, 166, 169, 170, 177, 188, 204, 219,  253,  258, 
424,  645,  547, 550, 628-630.  6.34,  713, 716-719,  847, 
856, 899,  900-904,  910, 972, 973, 975,  984, 985,  £89- 
992,  994-996,  999,  1002,  1004,  1007,  1008,  1033, 
1037,  1048,  1001,  1003,  1075,  1076,  1125,  1145, 
1155,1164,1190,1200. 
Mentioned.  147, 158, 171, 180, 188, 198, 214-216, 220, 
234  318,319,416-418,421,028,629,644-640,  650, 
651,  655,  656,  662,  665,  700,  716,  717, 719, 855-857, 
897,  898,  912,  987-989,  997-999,1004-1006,1023, 
1047,  1069,  1070,  1073,  1076,  1102,  1103,  1109, 
■  1112,  1115,  1116,  1118,  1121,  1123,  1132,  1134, 
1138,  1143,  1157,  1173,  1179,  1180,  1183,  1185, 
1196,  1199,  1239, 1241, 1344. 
Lyons,  James. 
Correspondence : 
Davis,  J.,  1510. 
Hurlbert,  W.  H.,  1499. 
Mines,  J.  F.,  1511, 1512, 1514. 
Virginia,  Governor  of,  1500. 
War  Dept.,  C.  S.,  1374, 1382, 1388, 1497, 1515. 
Mentioned,  197, 1383. 1400, 1406, 1490. 
Lytle,  William  H.,  931. 
M. ,  C.    See  John  O.  Brune. 
M.  S.  Perry,  Steamer.    See  Salvor,  Steamer. 
Mabie,  K.  H.,251,320,349. 
HcAbey,  Arthur,  182, 328. 
McArthur,  Lewis  Linn,  case  of,  1307-1313. 
Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  1307. 
Mentioned,  237,  238,   245,  262,   561,   1307-1313, 
1355. 
IfcAulifr,  Jeremiah,  313,314. 
IHcBlair,  Cliarles  II.,  898. 
McBride,  Edward,  251. 
McCabe,  James  E.,  1425, 1488, 1489. 
HcCafTerty,  Patrick,  237,312. 
McCall,  A.  J. 
Correspondence : 
Breckinridge,  J.  C,  1503. 
Winder,  J.  H.,  1503. 
HcCall,  George  A. 
Correspondence : 
Bayard,  G.  D.,  1285. 
Porter,  A.,  1286, 1287. 
Mentioned,  1283-1289. 
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McCamnion,  David  C,  541. 
McCaDD,  Joseph,  237. 
fflcCarter,  Mrs.    See  Mrs.  J.  JBarbon. 
McCartney,  G.  D.,  265. 
McCarty,  A.  L.,  Mrs.,  272. 
McCansland,  John,  1443, 1478. 
McCairley,  Benjamin  F,,  63, 85, 225, 299. 
McClellan,  TJ.  S.  Steamer,  960, 961. 
jHcClellan,  George  B> 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  TJ  S.  A..  35. 
Army  Headquarters,  14. 
Burson,J.'^V.,377. 

Dix,  J.  A.,  44,  45,  71, 381.  779, 905, 906, 1315. 
Franklin,  ■W.B.,90. 
Hooker,  J.,  185, 201. 
Jackson,  H.E.,  31, 32. 
Lnjeane,  E.,  47. 
Mansfield,  J.  E.F.,  41. 
Peirpolnt,F.H.,16. 
Porter,  A.,  39, 252, 1286, 1292. 
Post-Office  Department,  U.  S.,  12. 
State  Department,  IT.  S.,  858. 
.  War  Department,  U.S.,  43, 793. 

See  also  Army  Headquarters. 
Mentioned,  12,  14,  30,  39, 45, 47, 71, 80, 94, 104, 126, 
174,  178, 179, 184, 235,  240, 248, 252,  259, 271, 317, 
319,  323, 335,  381, 565,  566, 568, 576,  636,  778,  779, 
787,  795, 834, 835, 839,  840, 854. 858,  866,  875, 876, 
905, 1027, 1028, 1283, 1286, 1292, 1303, 1304,  isie, 
1346,  1348,  1350,  1351,  1354,  1531,  1535,  1536, 
1538,1540,1543. 
Permit  to  S.  A.  Pancoast,  1540. 
McClelland,  Bobcrt. 
Correspondence,  G.  S.  Hopkins,  1248, 1257. 
Mentioned,  1245-1247, 1254, 1255. 
McCIenahan,  Charles,  545-547. 
McClemand,  John  A. 

Correspondence,  TJ.  S.  Grant,  749. 
HcClang,  Alexander,  1432,1433. 
McClnng,  George  A.  C,  267. 
McClnng,  M.  A.,  1432. 
McClorc,  Major,  1347. 
McClure,  T.  J.,  35. 
McColister,  Moses,  267. 
McColister,  Peter,  207. 
McConkej',  Mr.,  112. 
McConkey  &  Co.,  112. 
McConnel,  Mrs.,  698. 
McCoy,  Mr.,  1480. 
McCrea,  Bobert,  265. 
McCnbbin,  G.  H.,  228, 239, 240, 262, 342. 
McCnlley,  John,  1425. 
MeCnlloch,  Ben,  637, 1402, 1473. 
McCulloch,  Henry  E. 

Correspondence,  W.  C.  Adams,  1526. 
McCumpsey,  Joshna,  1458. 
McCunc,  Albert,  237. 
McCurdy,  James  W.,  237, 271. 
McCntcheon,  Jones,  265. 
McOanlel,  John,  152,  237,  238,  245,  262,  271,  IMS, 

1398. 
McDermott,  Sergeant,  237. 
MacDonald,  A. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  77.*^. 
McDonald,  A.  Yf.,  1418, 1439, 1440, 1446, 1450, 1451. 
McDonald,  Aaron  W.,  197. 


McDonald,  Angns  W. 

Correspondence.  A.  Harper.  1540. 

Mentioned,  1535, 1536. 1538, 1545. 

Permit  to  S.  A.  Pancoast,  1541. 
McDonald,  Anthony,  267. 
McDonald,  Christopher,  419. 
McDon.iId,  J.,  1455. 
McDonald,  J.  IV.,  251. 
MacDonald,  M. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  '7~'^. 
McDonough,  Thomas,  1461. 
McDougall,  James  A. 

Correspondence,  C.  J.  Faulkner,  467 
McDowell,  Anderson,  case  of,  881-897. 

Mentioned,  103, 231, 233, 882, 885-889, 893-897. 
HcDoirell,  IrTin. 

Correspondence : 
Heintzelman,  S.  P.,  11. 
Johnson,  J.  M.,  11, 12. 

Mentioned.  10-12. 
McDoirell,  Maxwell,  251. 
McDowell  County,  Ya'. 

Martial  law,  note,  1421. 
Macedonian,  TJ.  S.  Steamer,  110. 
Macfarland,  James  G.,  case  of,  I07C-1244. 

Correspondence,  C.  Wilkes,  1088,  1091, 101'2, 1096. 

Mentioned,   154,  234,  1080-1085,  1087-1091,  1095, 
1097,  1098,  1100,  1103,  1110,  1144,  1145,  1147. 
1155-1157,  1160,  1162,  1164,   1227-1229,  1231, 
1233-1235, 1241, 1244 
McFaul,  Ambrose,  252, 348,  349. 
McFeal,  Jos.  T.,  case  of,  881-897. 

Mentioned,  103,  231,  233, 883, 886, 888,  893-897 . 
Mscgill,  Charles,  103, 154, 227, 230, 232, 285. 
McGinnis,  E.  W. 

Correspondence,  Jl.  H.  Smith,  1400. 

Mentioned,  1400. 
McGlincey,  George  D.,  237,271. 
McGoodwlu,  Mr.,  638. 
McOowan,  Mr.,  660. 
McOraw,  James  E.,  237, 272, 274, 277. 
Mach«do,  J.  II.,  326. 
McHenry,  Fort,  Md. 

Prisoners,  108, 152,  226. 
McHogan,  Matthew,  251. 
Mcllrain,  John,  244. 
Mclntyre,  Richard,  265. 
"  MclTOr,"  1367. 
McKaig,  B.  S.,898. 
HcKaig,  Thomas  J.,  227. 
McKaig,  W.  W.,898. 
Mackall,  Miss,  1347. 
Mackall,  Mr.,  1294. 
Mackall,  Mrs.,  1347. 
Mackall,  W.  W. 

Correspondence.     See  Albert  S.  Johnston 
Mackay,  Charles. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S..  1106. 
McKay,  Donald,  case  of,  966-983. 

Correspondence.  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  964. 

Mentioned,  156, 957, 961, 964, 970, 974, 976, 977, 979, 
980. 
McKay,  James,  case  of,  966-982. 

Correspondence,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  TJ. 
S.  A.,  96b,  981. 

Mentioned,  956, 957, 959, 900, 964-966, 973.  974, 977- 
981. 
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McKay,  James,  Mrs.,  981. 
HcKean,  William  VT. 

Correspandence.Kavy  Department,  V.  S..  187. 

Mentioned,  966. 
fflcKee,  Captain,  119 
McKee,  H.  Franris,  185, 235, 237. 335. 
McKee,  Robert,  581, 811, 812, 821. 
MoKeerer,  Chauncey. 

Correspondence.     See  John  C.  Frhnont 
McKenny,  Mr..  860. 

.VcKenzie,  Alexander  L., 238, 239, 245, 262, 315. 
McKenen,  William,  63, 225, 299. 
McKewcn,  William  F.,  85, 108, 119, 154, 225, 227, 2;!2, 

239,262,270,310. 
Marliic,  Dr.,  1297, 1298. 
MoKim,  S.  A.  H. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  SCO. 

Mentioned,  870. 
MoKinncy,  August,  749 
McKinney,  William,  1442. 
ncKinnoii,  Isaac,  1318 
McKnight,  Virgil. 

Correspondence  G  D.  Prentice,  818. 
.^cKnight,  W.  H.,  272. 277. 281. 
McLand,  Hugh,  1367. 
ncLane,  Daniel,  156. 
McLane,  Robert,  1490, 1492, 1493. 
Mcl/aren  &  Co.,  588. 

McLaughlin,  Duncan,  1443, 1447, 1448, 1468. 
McLean,  James,  648 
McLean,  Samuel,  648. 
McLean,  William,  372. 
.McLenan,  John,  962, 974. 
McMaster,  Gertrude  G. 

Correspondence,  A.  Lincoln,  803. 
McMaster,  James  A.,  case  of,  802-804. 

Mentioned,  102, 156, 229, 802-804. 
McMillan,  William,  144, 145. 
McUuUen,  Richard,  237. 
McMurdy,  F.dnard,  314, 315. 
McXabb,  George,  case  of,  95C-982. 

Correspondence : 
McNabb,  J.,  962. 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  963. 

Mentioned,  155, 957, 961, 963, 971, 972. 
McXabb,  James. 

Correspondence,  G.  McNabb,  962. 
HcNamar,  John,  265. 
McXamee,  John,  1530. 
McXcil,  John. 

Correspondence : 
Corwine,  E.M.,122 
Sherman,  'W.  T.,  122. 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  117. 
Tolan,M.,122. 
McPhail,  J.  L. 

Correspondence : 
Dix,  J  A.,  192. 
Porter,  A.,  201. 

Mentioned,  192,  325,  329,  906-908, 1316, 1316, 1318, 
1360. 
McPherson,  James,  35, 142. 1052. 
McQuillen,  Thomas,  417,418. 
McRae,  Donald  G. 

Correspondence.  J.  Davis,  1397. 

Mentioned,  432, 436. 


McKao,  J.  &  D.,  &  Co.,  432,436. 
McRedman,  Michael,  35. 
McVeigh,  Tovnisend  J.,  272, 273, 279. 
McViclicr,  Steenrod,  265. 
Macy,  Charles  A.,  Jr. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  V.  S.,  752. 
Hacy,  Charles  A.,  sr. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,752. 
Macy,  Seth  W. 

Correspondence : 
Bates,  W.,  441. 
Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  435. 
State  Department,  IT.  S.,  435, 437, 447, 448. 

Mentioned,  432, 433, 437, 438,  450, 451, 454. 
Maddox,  James,  230. 
Maddox,  Joseph  H.,  case  of,  904. 

Mentioned,  234, 904. 
Maddox,  Martin,  1532. 
Maddox,  Robert,  316. 
Maddox,  Thomas  H.,  case  of,  904. 

Correspondence : 
Haig,  J.  M.,  842. 
State  Department,  D.  S.,  843. 

Mentioned,  102, 229, 843, 904. 
Madison,  James,  1116, 1153. 
Hagaha,  Armstcad,  1409, 1468, 1472, 1480. 
Magec,  James,  1544. 
Mnginnis,  John. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  829. 
Magnolia  (Iowa)  Republican,  1323. 
Magoffin,  Beriah  H.,  366, 711. 925, 1520. 
Magrath,A.  G.,  1404. 
Magraw,  Henry  S.,  38, 60, 463, 470-472, 476, 477, 1428, 

1516,1521,1523,1524. 
Magraw,  Samuel  M. 

Correspondence*,  "War  Department,  U.  S.,  65. 
Magruder,  Fielding,  1445, 144G. 
Magruder,  Jolin  B. 

Correspondence : 
Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office,  C.  S.  A.,  1378. 
Crump,  C.  A.,  1390. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  1390. 

Mentioned,  1006, 1374, 1390, 1429. 
Magruder,  Thomas  J.,  238,272. 
Mah«,  George  J.,  229, 325. 
Hales,  William  II. 

Correspondence,  W.  A.  Parker,  160. 

Mentioned,  159. 
Mains,  L.  C,  1426. 
Malcolm,  F.  N.,  265. 
Malcomb,  J.  M.,  265. 
Mallory,  Ben,  1477. 
Mallory,  Robert. 

Correspondence : 
Barr,M.W.,826,  827. 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  826, 828. 
Mallory,  S.  R. 

Correspondence*    See  Navy  Department,  0.  S, 

Mentioned,  166, 968. 
Manderstrom,  Count,  1122. 
Mango,  B.,  251. 

Mangold,  George  W.,  1455,1456. 
Mangold,  Henry,  1455. 
Manhattan,  Mr.,  498. 
Manie,  A.  J.,  265. 
Mank,  Leander,  1428. 
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9laiiii,  A.  Dudley. 

Correspondence : 
Toreign  Office,  British,  1231, 1236. 
State  Department,  C.  S.,  1233, 1236. 

Mentioned,  3, 1040, 1236, 1238. 
Manning,  IV.X.,  602. 
"Manse." 

Correspondence,  Mrs.  Morris,  173. 
Manser,  Augustus,  1466. 
Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  F. 

Correspondence : 
Bonn,  T.  C,  356. 
McClellan,  G  B.,41. 
Starr,  S.  H.,  416. 
State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  420, 464. 

Mentioned,  236,  292,  354-356,  372,  464,  860,  1303, 
1305. 
Marbury,  IV.  II.,  272, 277. 
March,  Clement,  1246. 
Marrhand,  John  B.,  1079, 1112. 
Marcy,  Randolph  B. 

Correspondence.    See  George  B.  McClellan. 

Mentioned,  858,  864,  877,  905,  906,  908,  1027,  1031, 
1303. 
Marcy,  William  L.,  1205. 
Margaret,  Schooner,  291, 386. 
Marion,  Joseph  B.,  155. 
Markey,  Peter,  251. 
Markham,  Bart,  267. 
Markham,  Steven,  267. 
Mark  R.  Cheek,  Ferry-hoat,  1552, 1553. 
Marks,  John,  267. 
Marriott,  Mr.,  298, 377. 
Marriott,  Bnshrod  W.,  237, 301. 
Marriott,  C.  H.,  239, 240, 262. 
Marsh,  George  P. 

Correspondence,  Stat*  Department,  U.  S.,  1173. 
Harsh,  William,  1424. 
Marshall,  Mr.,  1452, 1453. 
Marshall,  C.  H. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  694. 

Mentioned,  097. 
Harsliall,  Humphrey. 

Correspondence : 
Adjt.andlnsp.  Gen.'sOfficc,  C.S.A.,  1404, 1410. 
Johnston,  A.  S.,  1410. 
Marshall,  Jolin  A.,  238, 271, 278. 
Marshall,  M.  P. 

Correspondence ; 
State  Department,  TJ.  S.,919. 
War  Department,  TT.  S.,  920. 
Marshall,  W.  L. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TT.  S.,  101. 
Marshals,  Judicial  Districts. 

Connecticut.    See  David  S.  Carr, 

District  of  Columbia.    See  "Ward  H.  Lamon. 

Florida.    See  E.  E.  Blackburn  (C.)  and  James  O. 
Clapp  (TT.). 

Illinois,  S.  D.    See  David  L.  Phillips. 

Indiana.    See  David  G.  Hose. 

Iowa.    See  Herbert  M.  Hoxie. 

Kentucky.    Hee  Alexander  H.Sjieed. 

Maine.    See  Charles  Clarke. 

Maryland.    See  Washington  Bonifant. 

Massachusetts.    See  John  S.  Kiijes. 

Michigan.    See  Charles  Dickey. 

Xew  Jersey.    See  Jienajah  Deacon. 


Marshals,  Judicial  Districts— Continued. 
New  Tork,  X.  D.    See  Edward  J.  Chase. 
New  York,  S.  D.    See  Jiobert  Murray. 
Ohio,  N.  D.    See  Earl  Eili. 
Ohio,  S.  D.    See  Alexander  C.  Sands. 
Pennsylvania,  E.  D.    See  William  Mitlward. 
Khode  Lsland.    See  Albert  Sanford. 
Subsistence  of  prisoners,  37. 
Virginia,  W.  D.    See  Edward  M.  Norton. 
Martial  Law. 
E^st  Tennessee,  note,  1421. 
Louisiana,  1421. 
Memphis,  Tenn., note,  1421. 
Virginia,  1420,  note,  1421. 
Martin,  Mr.  (Ky.),  927. 
Martin,  Mr.  (Va.),  1453. 
Martin,  Darld,  265. 
M.irtln,  II.  T.,  265. 
Martin,  Henry,  34. 
Martin,  Henry  L. 
Correspondence,  J.  Davis,  1363. 
Mentioned,  1387, 1389. 
Martin,  James,  152, 165, 227, 229. 
Martin,  Jasper,  34. 
Martin,  John,  34. 
Martin,  Luther,  868. 
Martin,  1«.,  262. 
Martin,  Thomas  J.,  1458. 
Martin,  W.  M. 

Correspondence,  S.J. Anderson,  612. 
Martin,  William,  1424. 
Marrin,  William,  959, 965, 967, 968, 970, 974. 
Mary,  Schooner,  533. 
Mary,  Ship,  1139. 
Mary,  395. 

Maryland,  GoTornor  of. 
Correspondence : 
Dix,J.A.,  213. 
May,  H.,  795. 

State  Department,  TT.  S.,  99. 
Maryland  Troops. 
Infantry — Jiegiments: 
1st,  P.  H.  B.,  148. 
Mary  Pierce,  Schooner,  388. 
Mary  Washington,  Str.,  183, 380, 388, 401, 402, 404. 
Mask,  Isaac  G.,  105, 154, 177, 227, 231, 233, 310. 
Mason,  Mrs.,  1347,  1348. 

Mason,  Augusta  Heath.    See  Augusta  2Iorris. 
Mason,  Buck,  1438. 

Mason,  James  M.,  case  of,  107G-1244. 
Appointed  Commissioner  to  England,  1207. 
Correspondence : 
Mason,  J.  M.,  Mrs.,  1227. 
Slidell,J.,1243. 
Somerset,  Duke  of,  1244. 
State  Department,  C.  S.,  1207,  1222-122C  1240, 

1241, 1243. 
"Wilkes,  C,  1088, 1091, 1092, 1096. 
Mentioned,  143,  154, 165, 233, 234, 463, 464,  499,  566, 
1076-1080,  1082-1095,  1097,  1098,    1100,    1102- 
1110,   1112-U14,    1116-1122,    1124-1127,   1130- 
1135,  1137-1140,  1142,  1144,   1145,  1147,  1155- 
1157,  1160-1106.  1174-1177,    1182,   1187,    1192, 
1195, 1198, 1207, 1228-1231, 1233-1240, 1275. 
Mason,  James  M.,  Mrs. 
Correspondence,  ,T.  M.  Mason,  1227. 
Mentioned,  1225,1240. 
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Mason,  John,  jr.,  1125. 
Mason,  John  Francis. 

Correspondence,  A.  Morris,  1318. 

Mentioned,  1346, 1347,  1351. 
Mason,  John  R.,  1553, 1556. 
Mason,  John  Thompson. 

Correspondence,  E.  H.  Alvey,  349. 

Mentioned,  350. 
Mason,  John  Thompson,  Mrs.,  350. 
Mason,  John  Y.,  1130. 
.Mason,  Murray,  1447. 
Mason,  Richard  C,  1452-1454. 
Massachusetts,  (jovemor  of. 

Correspondence : 
Morey,  G.,  165. 

Post-Office  Department,  U.  S.,  164. 
State  Department,  V.  S.,  81. 
Massachusetts  Troops. 

Infantry — Regiments : 
17th,  158. 
Massey,  J.,  1440. 
Matagorda,  Steamer,  67. 
MatheTTS,  Thomas,  239, 240, 262, 343. 
Matthew,  Mr.,  1297. 
Matthews,  D.,  581. 
Matthews,  John,  96. 
Matthews,  Joseph,  34. 
Matthews,  R.  .4.,  1355. 
Matthews,  IVilliam,  &  Co.,  122. 
Matthews,  William  J.,  34. 
Matthews  County,  Va. 

Martial  law,  note,  1421. 
Matthews  &  McFee,  1309. 
Maupin,  Catherine  M.,  1636. 
Maury,  Bark,  1058. 
Maury,  James,  1043, 1047, 1056, 1065. 
Maury,  James,  &  Co.,  1051-1053. 
Maury,  Matthew. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  IT.  S.,  1047, 
1057,1063,1064,1068. 

Mentioned,  1067, 1068. 
Maury,  Matthew  F.,  case  of,  1041-1076. 

Correspondence,  Lord  Lyons,  1071. 

Mentioned,  140, 153, 154, 231, 233,  717, 1041-l(i76. 
Maury,  Matthew  F.  (U.  S.  N.),  787, 1044, 1045, 1309. 
Maury,  Rutson,  jr.,  case  of,  1041-1076. 

Correspondence : 
Mure,  V,'.,  1047. 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  1059, 1069, 1070, 1074. 

Mentioned,  140,  152,  153,  155,  237,  239,  240,  262, 
1041-1076. 1309. 
Maury,  Rutson,  sr.,  1063, 
Maury,  Sarah  Mytton,  1048, 1060, 1069. 
Maury,  IVallier. 

Correspondence : 
Bill,  E.,  1074. 
State  Department,  U.  R,,  1069. 

Mentioned,  1048, 1056, 1058. 
Maury,  William,  1056. 
Maury,  William  A.,  1309. 
Maury  Bros.,  141,  322,  1044,  1045,  1051-1054,  1056- 

1058, 1060, 1063, 1064, 1006-1068, 1075. 
Haur}-  &  Hogg,  1056. 
Maury  &  Wilder,  1047,  1049,  1051-1053,  1056,  1057, 

1059. 
Maxwell,  James  W.,  102, 154,  227, 230, 233. 


Maxy,  Charles.    See  Parker  B.  French. 
May,  400. 
May,  Mr.,  1457. 
May,  Scout,  1143. 
May,  H.  De  C. 

Correspondence,  E,  Johnson,  801. 
May,  Henry,  case  of,  J90-801. 

Correspondence : 
Bingham,  J.  A.,  791. 
Kane,  G.  P.,  796. 
Leo,  J.  F.,  797. 

Maryland,  Governor  of,  795. 
Toe,  J.  P.,  797. 
Warfield,H.M.,796. 

Mentioned,  65, 102, 225, 227, 229, 790-801, 1350. 
May,  John  Frederick. 

Correspondence,  A.  Lincoln ,  799. 

Mentioned,  799. 
May,  William,  801. 
Mayer,  Maurice,  229, 320. 
Mayer,  Rachel,  328. 
Mayner,  Creed,  1470. 
Mayner,  James,  1476, 1479. 
Mayo,  John  B.,  260. 
Mayo,  Joseph,  399. 
MaysTille  (Ky.)  Eagle,  926. 
May  AVood,  Schooner,  551. 
Meade,  Mr.,  689. 
Meade,  E.  R. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  1302. 
Meade,  Richard  K.,  43, 70, 
Meade,  William,  217. 
Means,  >oble  B.,  272, 278. 
Means,  Samuel  C,  1479. 
Mears,  T.  S. 

Correspondence,  J.  E.  Flanders,  938, 947. 

Mentioned,  938. 
Mceks,  F.  A.,  265. 
Meeks,  Thomas,  1426. 
Meeks,  William,  265. 
Meigs,  Charles  A. 

Correspondence,  Slate  Department,  U.  S.,  752. 
Meigs,  Montgomery  C. 

Correspondence.     See  Quartermaster-GeneraVs 
Officer.  8.  A. 

Mentioned,  210,  204. 
Melot,  Rezin,  267. 
Mclum,  Jasper,  1476. 
Mcmmlnger,  Charles  G.,  1303. 
Memmingcr,  R.  W. 

Correspondence.    Set!  John  C.  Pemberton. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

Martial  law,  note,  1421. 
Mendelsohn,  Jacoh,  317, 318. 
Mendenhall,  \athan  R. 

Correspondence,  E.  B.  Wilder,  693. 

Mentioned,  695, 697. 
Menendez,  Francisco,  case  of,  956-982. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U,  S.,  074, 

Mentioned,  155, 958, 961,  974-970. 
Menzies,  John  W.,  327, 332. 
Mercer,  Kev.  Mr.,  71. 
Mercer  &  Antcls,  534. 
Merchant,  Charles  S. 

Correspondence,  H.  B.  Judd,  1012. 

Mentioned,  1012. 
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Mercier,  Henri. 

Correspondence : 
Bebian,  L.  de,  444. 
Foreign  Office,  French,  1116, 1182. 
State  Dept.,  U.  S.,  446, 448, 449, 453, 1143, 1197. 

Mentioned,  434,441, 442, 444,446, 451,456,1120-1122, 
1134, 1143, 1144, 1171, 1196, 1493. 
Meredith,  Charles,  34. 
Meredith,  John  A.,  1494, 1495, 1499. 
Meredith,  Spencer  &  Co. 

Correspoudence : 
Hopl^ins,  Hull  &  Atlcinson,  1341. 
Hunter,  S.,1341. 

Mentioned,  1340. 
Meriwether,  G.  \V. 

Correspondence,  A.  L.  Shotwell,  818. 
MerlEle,  James,  144, 145. 
Merriclc,  Mrs.,  1347. 
Merrick,  James  L. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  1022. 
Merrick,  IVilliam  M.,  case  of,  1031-1038. 
Merrill,  John,  332. 
Merrimac,  C.  S.  Steamer,  1320. 
Merrltt,  Charles  M.,  340. 
Merryman,  John,  226. 
Mersey,  Steamer,  38. 
Mertens,  W.  W. 

Correspondence,  J".  B.  Phelps,  593. 

Mentioned,  578. 
Merrine,  William,  968, 970, 971. 977. 
Meyers,  Edward,  156. 
Michael,  Mr.,  1464. 
Michael,  Mr.,  1465. 
Michael,  A.  J.,  237, 271, 279. 
Michael,  Albert,  1425. 
Michael,  John  E.,  267. 
Miciiael,  Jonathan,  267. 
Michigan  Troops. 

Infantry — Begiments: 
10th,  1260. 
Middleton,  Mr.,  658. 
Middleton,  Mr.,  862. 

Middleton,  Henry,  Schooner,  86, 87, 544-555. 
Miles,  George,  case  of,  531-644. 

Correspondence : 
Burl£e,  M.,  531. 

State  Department,  U.  S.,  534,  537,  541, 543. 
■War  Department,  U.  S.,  533, 534. 

Mentioned,  229, 511, 516, 520, 521, 623, 531-544, 756. 
Miles,  John  K.,  251. 
Military  Authorities. 

Extraordinary  arrests,  223. 
Military  Operations. 

Publication  of,  by  newspapers,  246. 
Millar,  Shanley  S.,  712. 
Miller,  Mr.,  15. 
Miller,  ilr.,  1450. 
Miller,  A.  B.,  119. 
Miller,  Fleming  B. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  1385. 

Mentioned,  1384, 1385. 
Miller,  G.  W.,  1425. 
Miller,  H.  H.,  265. 
Miller,  Isaac,  91. 
MlKer,  John  C. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  IT.  S.,  52,  73, 
83,  86, 131, 133, 712-714. 

Mentioned,  135, 985, 1354. 


0 


Miller,  John  V.,  1367. 
Miller,  Peter,  1440. 
Miiler,  Robert,  1438. 
Miller,  Thomas. 

Correspondence,  A.  Harris,  59. 
Mentioned,  59. 
Miller,  Thomas  W.,  265. 
Miller,  IV.  B.,  102, 154, 230, 233. 
Millikeu,  Benjamin  F.,  913. 
Milliken,  George. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  V.  S.,  448. 
Millner,  John  K.,  case  of,  740-76C. 
Correspondence : 
Lincoln,  A.,  763. 
O'Connor,  C.  752. 
State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  753,  758,  760,  762- 

764. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  765. 
Wood,  C.  0.,  175. 
Mentioned,  102, 149, 154, 174, 175,  230,  232, 285,  290, 
427,  509,  531,  749-766,  769. 
Mills,  Bernard,  102, 154, 230, 2.')2. 
Mills,  Clarence,  237, 238, 245, 262, 333. 
Mills,  John  M.,  788. 
Mills,  John  M.,  Mrs.,  789. 
Mills,  M.,  1251. 

Mills,  Samuel  S.,  case  of,  787-700. 
Hills,  Samuel  S.,  Mrs.,  789. 
Millward,  William. 
Correspondence : 
Burke,  M.,  745. 

State  Department,  U.  S.,  725, 831, 842, 843. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  505,  725. 
Mentioned,  7,  132,133,292-294,  317,  725,  734,  735, 
738, 739,  744, 745, 833-835,  838-840, 847,  849-851, 
854. 
Milne,  Alexander. 
Correspondence,  Lord  Lyons,  131. 
Mentioned,  130, 1103, 1111, 1112, 1241, 1244. 
Milroy,  Robert  H.,  286, 714. 
Milstead,  Mr.,  1451. 
Miistead,  Matthew,  1444. 
Mines,  John  F.,  case  of,  ISOS-lolS. 
Correspondence": 
Lyons,  J.,  1511, 1512, 1514. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  1509. 
Mentioned,  1497, 1508-1515. 
Ministers,  United  States. 
Austria.    See  J.  Lotfirop  Motley. 
Belgium.    See  JSenry  S.  Saii/ord. 
England.    See  Charlet  Francis  A  dams. 
France.    See  IFiZKom  L.  Dayton. 
Italy.    See  George  P.  Marsh. 
Ketberlands.    See  James  S.  Pike- 
Prussia.    See  N.  B.  Judd. 
Kussia.    See  Oassivs  M.  Clay, 
Spain  (charge  d'aifaires).    See  Iforatio  J.  Ferry. 
Sweden  and  Norway.    See  J.  S.  Haldcman. 
Ministers  Resident. 
Belgian.    See  Ji.  Schleidcn. 
British.    See  Lord  I/yons. 
-   French.    See  Henri  Mercier. 
Italian.    See  J.  Bertinatti. 
Prussian.    See  Baron  von  GeroU. 
Kussian.    Se6  Edward  de  Stoeckl. 
Minnes,  Mr.,  907. 
Minnesota,  IT.  S.  Frigate,  66, 721. 
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Minnie,  576 
Minor,  Geori^e,  237. 
Minor,  Jnlius  C,  251 
Mintnm,  B.,  jr. 

Correspondencfc,  State  Departmeilt,  U.  S.,  71. 
Mississippi,  U.  S.  Frigate,  327. 
Mister,  Darid  It.,  305. 
Mitcliel,  Ormsbf  M.,  315, 316. 916,  M8. 
Mitchell,  Mr..  946. 
Mitchell,  Messrs..  862. 
Mitchell,  D.  J. 

Coireapondenoe,  State  Bepartmont,  TJ.  S.,  558. 
Mitchell,  J.  P.,  1424. 
Mobile  (Ala.)  Begister,  1483. 
Molr,  James,  1089, 1090, 1156, 1157. 
Hoise,  E.  W. 

Correspondence.  J.  Bavis,  1421. 
MoUohan,  C,  1395. 
Molynenx,  Mr.,  1034. 
Honaghan,  Hugh,  293. 
Monagron,  Hugh.    See  Hugh  Jlonar/hau. 
Monck,  Charles  Stanley. 

Correspondence,  Lord  Lyons,  987, 988. 

Mentioned,  987. 998,  999. 
Monell,  J.  J.,  580, 581. 
Monroe,  Mr.,  1374, 1375. 
Monroe,  Alexander. 

Mentioned,  1535, 1536, 1538. 

Permit  to  S.  .A.  Pancoaat,  1541. 
Monroe,  Fort,  Ta. 

Flag3oftmce,93, 94. 

Prisoners,  225. 
Monroe,  James,  685, 1116, 1153. 
Monroe,  James  T.,  237. 
Monroe,  John,  1425. 
Monroe,  John,  &  Co. 

Correspondence,  State  Bepurttncnt,  U.  S.,  148. 

Mentioned,  141, 146, 1279  1280. 
.Monroe,  John  A.,  817. 
Monroe,  Sflrester,  265. 
Monsarrat,  George  H.,  1412. 
Monson,  Edmund. 

Correspondence,  P.  M.  Quillen,  416. 

Mentioned,  417. 
Montgomery,  John  B. 

Correspondence,  E.  V.  Sumner,  lOlfl. 
Montgomerf ,  James,  9. 
Montgomery,  WUliam  B. 

Correspondence : 
Heintzelnian,  S.  P.,  206. 
State  Bepartment,  U.  S.,  212. 

Mentioned,  207, 217, 218, 333,  334,  348. 
Hontholon,  C.  C.  F.  de. 

Correspondence,  L.  de  Bebian,  438. 

Mentioned,  433, 434, 439-442. 
Moody,  J.  C.,251. 
Mooney,  Lawrence,  251. 
Moor.  J.  F.,  1525. 
.Moore,  Mr.,  418. 
Moore,  Mrs. 

Correspondence,  R.  O'X.  Greenliow.  575. 
Moore,  Andrew  J.,  1380. 
Moore,  George,  16, 17, 418, 419. 
Moore,  James  H.    See  y.  C.  Contention. 
Moore,  Jeremiah. 

Correspondence,  H.  W.  Thomas,  1398. 
Mentioned,  237, 238, 245, 262, 329, 1475. 
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Moore,  Nancy,  1002. 
Moore,  Thomas  0. 
Correspondence.    See  Louisiana.  Governor  of. 
Mentioned,  1278, 1422. 
Moore,  William  F.,  162,  237,271,278. 
Moory,  T.,  138, 1435. 
Moran,Mr.,  131. 
Moran,  Benjamin,  652, 665, 1105. 
Moran,  Bichard  F.,  36, 226. 
Mordecai  &  Co.,  970. 
Morehead,  Charles  S.,  case  of,  805-829. 
Correspondence,  War  Bepartment,  U.  S.,  829. 
Mentioned,  102, 154, 230,  233, 776,  805-820,  893, 923, 
930. 
Morehead,  John,  815. 
Morey,  George. 
Correspondence,  MassacliusettB,  Gov.  of,  165. 
Mentioned,  164. 
Morgan,  Steamer,  360, 361. 
Morgan,  Charles,  67. 
Morgan,  Edwin  D. 
Correspondence.     See  yew  York,  Governor  of. 
Mentioned,  97,  788. 
Morgan,  George  W.,  217. 
Morgan,  James  D.,  34, 35. 
Morgan,  James  M.,  34. 
Morgan,  Beuben,  34. 
Moriarty,  John,  238. 
Morley,  Brazillian,  313. 
Morrall,  L.  D. 
Correspondence,  J.  Brannon,  1507. 
Mentioned,  1507. 
Morrill,  John,  261. 
Morris,  Mrs. 

Correspondence,  "ManHC,  '  173. 
Morris,  Augusts,  case  of,  1846-1351. 
Correspondence : 
Johnson,  B.  T.,  1350. 
Jordan,  T..  1349. 
Mason,  J  F.,  1348. 
Mentioned,  238,  272,  279,  561,  565,  577,  1320,  1321, 
1346-1351, 1365. 
Morris,  E.  Joy,  203. 
Morris,  George  W.,  1347. 
Morris,  Jacob. 
Correspondence,  State  Bepartment,  T.  S.,  128. 
Mentioned,  129. 
Morris,  James,  377. 
Morris,  James  B. 

Correspondence,  "War  Department,  T.  S.,  406. 
Morris,  Bobert  H. 

Correspondence,  A.  Pinkerton,  1031. 
Morris,  8.,  1426. 
Morris,  Thomas  A..  14,216. 
Morris,  W.  B.,  265. 
Morris,  irilliam  W. 
Correspondence ; 
Adjutant  General's  Office,  U.  S.  A.,35,  382,399. 
Bix,  J.  A.,  383,  387,  395,  783, 788,  789,  U15. 
Political  Prisoners'  Commission,  789, 1321. 
Lists  of  prisoners,  3G,  226. 
Mentioned,  113,  381, 383, 385, 387,  395, 409, 411, 783, 
789, 1316. 
Morrison,  John,  480. 
Morrow,  John,  251. 
Morrow,  Thomax,  205, 


1602 


INDEX. 


Morso,  Freeman  H.,  3rt. 
Morse,  Isaac  E. 

Correspondence,  G.  "W".  Jones,  1297. 

Mentioned,  1297, 1299. 
Morsley,  Barriller,  229. 
Mortimer,  Fredericli,  6G. 
Mortimer,  Tliomas,  152, 165. 227. 229, 317. 
Morton,  Abraham,  251. 
Morton,  Darid  K.,  303, 304. 
Morton,  E.  W.,  299. 
Morton,  Jackson. 

Correspondence : 
Petigrn,  J.  L.,  1491. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  1407. 
Morton,  Joseph  F. 

Correspondence : 
Sumner,  C,  850, 851. 
'W5-att,r.,850. 
Morton,  Oliyer  P. 

Correspondence.     See  Indiana,  Governor  of. 

Mentioned,  134. 304, 806, 816. 
Morton,  S.  W. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  T.  S..  187, 
213, 217,  236. 

Mentioned,  212, 348. 
Moses,  Isaac. 

Correspondence.     See  Samuel  P.  jffnntzelm'nn. 
Mosher,  Orson. 

Correspondence,  J.  Davis,  1505. 
Moss,  Dr.,  14G9. 
Moss,  Edward,  35. 
Moss,  G.  W.,  265. 
Moss,  James  A.,  265. 
Motes,  Isaac,  1442. 
Motes,  Isaac,  jr.,  1442. 
Motherhead,  John,  251. 
Motherhead,  Willis,  251. 
Motley,  J.  Lothrop. 

Correspondence,  State  Department.  U.  S..  1167, 
1182, 1198, 1204. 
Mott,  Mr.,  657. 
Motz  &  Beam,  534. 
Moulding,  Thompson,  1458. 
Mount,  Marli,  71. 
Mount  Tcmon  (IH.)  Star,  243. 
Mudd,  JamesA.,  868. 
Muir,  C.  B. 

Correspondence,  A.  Lincoln,  811. 
Mulford,  John  E.,  399. 
Munford,  George  W. 

Correspondence,  R.  Ould,  414. 
Monger,  Auguste,  251. 
Munroe,  Mr.,  733. 
Munroe,  John,  &  C)o.,  1051. 
Monsel,  Addison  T.,  464. 
Munson,  Mr.    See  Lafayette  C.  liaktr. 
Munson,  Merritt,  133. 
Mure,  John,  123,1006. 
Mure,  Robert,  case  of,  643-0(1,5. 

Correspondence : 


Archibald,  E.M.,  69. 
Bunch,  E.,  646. 
Foster  &.  Thomson,  659. 
Mentioned,  69, 102, 229, 492, 643-665. 
Mure,  Robert,  Mrs.,  659. 


.Mure,  Robert,  Jr.,  658. 
Mure,  William, 
Correspondence,  K.  Maury,  jr.,  1047. 
Mentioned,  123, 591, 645, 1041, 1048, 1049, 1051, 1056, 
1060, 1076. 
Murphy,  J.,  1424. 

Murphy,  James  E.,  102, 154, 226, 230, 272. 278, 292. 
Murphy,  John,  92, 94, 96, 307. 
Murphy,  Patrick. 
Correspondence,  A.  F.  Wulff,  1530. 
Mentioned,  1526, 1528-1530. 
Murphy,  Riley  W.,  34. 
Murphy,  Thomas  (England),  155. 
Murphy,  Thomas  (Ey.),  332. 
Murray,  Alexander,  1548. 
Murray,  Carlisle.    See  Parker  B.  French. 
Murray,  Robert. 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A.,  254, 256. 
Burke,  M.,  181, 274, 282. 289, 1353. 
Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  289, 1092. 
Political  Prisoners'  Commiasion,  554, 1339, 1356. 
Semple,  H.,  976. 
Smith,  E.  D.,  7. 
Stanton,  K.  H.,  924. 

State  Department,  U.  S.,  37, 66, 68, 85, 86, 88, 89, 
93,  96,  104,  107,  118,  121,  127,174,180,182,184, 
200, 420,  422, 425, 440, 446,  482,  494, 517,  524,  549, 
553,  628, 637, 643,  666,  702, 751,  752,  761, 767-769, 
802,  803, 845, 913,  924, 933,  971, 973,  974, 976, 982, 
983, 1014, 1049, 1054, 1092, 1100, 1268. 
■War  Department,  U.  S.,  287. 
■Wood,  CO.,  175. 
Mentioned, 7, 37,  .38,  48, 83,  94, 113, 116, 123, 126, 127, 
186, 205, 210, 256, 274,  307,  313, 317-320.  326-330, 
420-422, 425, 420, 437,  495,  496, 509,  511.  526, 531, 
532, 539,  545,  552,  553,  579,  582,  583,  635,  637, 043, 
660,  669,  672,  688,  703,  749,  750,  754-757,  759,  763- 
765, 830, 911,  912, 921,  929, 931,  957,  958,  972, 973, 
975, 983, 1008, 1014, 1018, 1051, 1095, 1338. 
Musgrare,  Moses,  267. 

Myatt,  E.  C,  66, 102, 154.  232,  239,  262,  270,  551. 
Myers,  Abraham  C. 
Correspondence.     See  Quartermaster-General's 
Office,  C.S.  A. 
Myers,  D.  H.,  1425. 
Myers,  Daniel  M.,  267. 
Myers,  J.,  265. 
Myers,  Julian,  326. 
Myers,  Mahlon,  63. 227. 
Myers,  Rachael  E.,  125. 
Nabb,  W.  G.,  272. 
Naive,  George  W.,  35. 
Naive,  J.  H.,  35. 
Napier,  Lord. 

Correspondence,  Foreign  Office,  British,  1171. 
Napoleon  III,  442, 414, 456, 588, 1116, 1129, 1133, 1141. 
1147, 1171.1181,1194, 1198, 1216, 1222, 1235, 1237. 
Nash,  Riley,  152, 237. 
Nashville,  C.  S.  Steamer,  1078, 1079, 1094, 1105, 1112, 

1162, 1172, 1222, 1224, 1225, 1227, 1235, 1240. 
Nassaeur,  Lewis,  267. 
National  Intelligencer,  467, 470, 471. 
National  Zeitung,  case  of,  403-fiO5. 
Navy  Department,  C.  S. 
Correspondence,  W-ar  Department,  C.  S.,  1417. 
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>'aTy  Department,  U.  S. 
Correspondence : 

Berrian,B:.,286. 

Burke,  M.,  45, 193, 961. 

Da  Pont,  S.  T.,  220. 

Fnlton,  C.  C,  1094. 

Glynn,  J.,  8. 

Goldsborough,  L.  M.,  94, 159, 1091. 

Hudson,  W.  L.,  47, 1096, 1100, 1101. 

Lincoln,  A.,  1113. 

Loyall,B.P.,88. 

MoKean,  W.  W.,  187. 

Macy,  S.  W.,  435. 

Murray,  E.,  1092. 

Paulding,  H.,  1092. 

Smith,  "W.  P.,  1093. 

Spofford,  Tileston  &  Co.,  1077. 

State  Department,  U.  S.,  17, 86, 87, 95, 106, 109, 
158,  169,  186,  187,  220,  548,  599,  600,  651,  961, 
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Neunander,  Jacob,  1425. 
Nerttt,  Mr.,  90. 
Neritt,  Blchard,  237. 
Newcomb,  John,  266. 
Newcomb,  B.  H. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  891. 
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Patterson,  E.  IV.,  999. 
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Correspondence,  J.  A.  Dix,  252. 

Mentioned,  261. 
Pendleton,  Gnrdcn,  346. 
Pendleton,  John. 

Correapoudence.  Virginia,  Governor  of,  1388. 
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Correspondence,  H.  A.  Beeves,  667. 
Phillips,  Samnel  H.,  268. 
Phillips,  Wendell,  588. 
Phillips,  Williani  P.,  1525. 
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Eesolutions,  TJ.  S.  Senate,  1265. 
Pierce,  Mary,  Schooner,  388. 
Pierrepont,  Edwards. 
Commissioner,  examination  of  prisoners,  249. 
Correspondence.     See  Folitwal  Prisorters^  Com- 

mission. 
Mentioned.  249,  25T,  260, 261, 263,  282, 283, 300, 553, 
554.  576,  743,  744,  746,  747,  766,  786,  937,  1263, 
1267, 1294, 1295, 1336, 1338, 1339, 1345, 1352, 1353, 
1356. 
Piggott,  Thomas  II.,  788,789. 
Pike,  James  S. 
Correspondence,  State  Department,  V.  S.,  110.3, 
1174. 1190. 
Pillow,  Gideon  J.,  375. 
Pinckney,  J.  W.,  229. 
Pinkerton,  Allan. 
Correspondence : 

Hopkins,  Hull  &.  Atkinson,  1342. 
Jones,  T.  A.,  878. 
Morris,  E.  H.,  1031. 

Porter,  A.,  135.  136,  171,  188,  195,  198,  206,  208, 
234-236,  245,  259,  356, 370-373,  560,  570-572, 801, 
876,  905, 1028. 1289, 1308, 1312, 1341. 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  795. 
War  Department,  U.  S.,  880, 1303, 1319. 
List  of  prisoners,  237. 

Mentioned,  35,  72,  257,  308,  314,  315,  326,  334-338, 
371,  562,  778,  787,  793,  857,  858,  905,  906,  1027, 
1292, 1305, 1319, 1351, 1355, 1357, 1401. 
Pinn,  John,  238, 262. 
Pinney,  Judsou,  237. 
Piper,  Count,  1122. 
Pirtle,  Hcnrj'. 

Correspondence,  A.  Lincoln.  811. 
Pittard,  William  Thomas,  231. 
Pitts,  C.  B.,  327. 

Pitts,  Charles  H.,  102, 154, 2:^3. 227, 230. 234. 
Pitts,  Edward  P.,  281. 
Pitzcr,  Mr.,  1464. 
Plaquemine  Parish,  La. 

Martial  law,  1421. 
Plasketl,  Joseph,  1445. 
Plaskett,  Matthew,  235,  237,  238, 245,  202,  271,  278, 

339. 
Piatt,  Mr.,  643. 

Piatt,  Edward  R.    See  Joh7i  HipHns,  jr. 
Piatt,  Edward  Bussell,  967, 969. 


Platte  Talley,  Steamer,  315. 
Plummer,  Joseph  B. 

Correspondence,  V.  S.  Grant,  144. 
Mentioned,  145. 
Plymouth  (Ind.)  Democrat,  82. 
Foe,  John  P. 

Correspondence,  H.  May,  797 
Poinsett,  Joel  R.,  1125. 
Political  Prisoners'  Board  (C). 

Appointed  in  Western  Department,  1398. 
Political  Prisoners'  Commission  (TJ.). 
Appointment,  composition,  etc.,  249, 259,  263. 
Correspondence : 
Barkiej-,  C,  554. 

Burko,  M.,  554, 1207, 1314, 1339, 1357. 
Conk  ling,  E.,  1306. 
Dimioll,  J.,  766,  937. 
Forney,  J.  W..  576. 
Hill,  W.  M.,  1334, 1336, 1338. 
Hull,  E.,  1344. 
Morris,  W.  W.,  789, 1321. 
Murray,  E.,  554, 1339, 1356. 
Sherman,  E.  A.,  1305. 
,      State  Department,  U.  S.,  285, 746. 
Thomas,  E.,  396. 
Wadsworth,  J.  S.,  577, 1320, 1351. 
Walworth,  E.  H.,  1352. 
War  Dejiartinent,  U.  S.,  259,  263.  282,  283,  287, 

789, 1266, 1337, 1339, 1353, 1356, 1357, 1360. 
Winder,  (;.  H„743. 

Wood,  W.  P.,  272, 274,  281,  378,  379,  880,  881, 909, 
1293, 1306. 1352. 
List  of  prisoners  examined,  277-279. 
Polk,  .lames  K.,  1296. 
Polk,  Leonidas. 
Correspondenci^  F.  A.  Hannum,  1388. 
Mentioned,  145. 
Polk,  Trusteu,  05. 
Pollard,  II.  Rives,  803. 
Pollock,  Captain,  1481. 
Pollock,  Judge,  1299. 
Pollock,  G..  1459. 
Pontiac  (Mich.)  Gazette,  1254. 
Poole,  Bernard  B.,  237, 271, 278. 
Poole,  Ellie  M.,  152, 190, 191.  237,  300. 
Poole,  James  H.,  237,  263, 271, 278. 
Poole,  Thomas  E.,  237, 271, 278. 
Pope,  Hamilton. 

Correspondence,  A.  Lincoln,  811. 
Pope,John,  398, 399. 
Porter,  Andrew. 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  V.  S.  A.,  238. 
Burke,  M.,  468. 
Coleman,  C.  AV.,  1286. 
Coxe,A.C.,195. 
Dix,  J.  A.,1316. 
Donn,  T.  C,  372, 374. 
Franklin,  B,  722. 
Jones,  T.  A.,  878. 
McCall,  G.A.,1285,1287. 
MoClellan,  G.  B.,  39, 252, 1286, 1292. 
McPhail,  J.  L.,  201. 

Pinkerton,  A.,  135,  136,  171,  188,  195,  108,  206, 
208, 234-236,  245,  259,  356,  370-373,  600,  570-572, 
861,  876,  905, 1028, 1289, 1308, 1312, 1341. 
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rortcr,  Andrew— Continued. 
Correspondence : 
StateDeparfment,!:.  S.,  107,  146,  152,  191,  196, 
204,  219.  236, 355,  357,  371,  378, 504,  569, 571,  572, 
575,731,734,  737,  738",  859,  872,  874-876,  101!). 
1021,  1022,  1028,  1030,  1033,  1288,  1289,  1292. 
130O,  1303, 1343, 1355. 
Stone,  C.  r.,  172. 
Lista  of  pri.soners,  152, 237. 

Mentioned,  80,  127,  178,  206,  235,  238,  248,  257,  294, 
298,  301,  308-311,  314.  316-319,  326, 329,  331, 334- 
337, 342,  346,  347,  368, 369,  371, 468,  501, 562,  566- 
569,  571,  721, 722, 725,  729, 733, 738,  739,  834, 839, 
849,  854, 857-859,  866,  874,  875,  905,  908,  937,  938, 
967, 1032, 1046, 1283,  1286, 1288, 1289, 1295, 1305, 
1307, 1312, 1315, 1340, 1354, 1355, 144«, 
Porter,  Fltz  John,  342, 348. 
Porter,  Thomas,  156. 
Porter,  Thomas  P.,  1520. 
Portsmouth,  Ya. 

Martial  law,  1420. 
Posc}',  Miss,  237. 
Po.'ie5,Mr3..237. 

Posey,  Albert  Bcrrj-,  1030.  • 

Posejr,  Alonzo,  1027-1029, 
Posey,  James,  1030. 
Posey,  Richard  B.,  case  of,  1037-1031. 

Mentioned,  237, 1027-1031. 
Posey,  Tip,  1030. 
Posey,  Tom,  1027, 1028 
Posey,  Y..  862. 868. 
Postmasters. 
Xcw  York.     See  TTilliam  B.  Taylor. 
Yarmoulli,  Me.    See  Otis  B.  rratt. 
Post-Olllce  Department,  U.  S. 
Correspondence : 
Allkins,  A.,  861. 
Bill,  E.,  1055. 
BuTt,'W.L.,  1051. 
McCIellan,  G.  B  ,  12. 
Massachusetts,  Governor  of,  164. 
Osborne,  J.  T.  D.,  808. 
State  Dept.,  U.  S.,  13,  58. 70,  82, 162. 179, 191.  350, 

353,  490,  600,  501,  563,  940,  1051,  1054.  1055. 
TVar  Department,  U.  S.,  12,  59, 28:!, 
Withrow,  T.F..132I. 
Poteet,  II.  C,  1435,1437. 
Potomac,  Army  of  the  (U.). 
Orders,  circulars,  series  1861,  Dec.  16, 178. 
Orders,  general,  series  1862,  No.  60,  239;  No,  72, 
248. 
Potter,  Clarkson  \.,  481, 483, 
Potter,  Ezra. 
Correspondence,  State  Department,  V.  S,,  128. 
Mentioned,  129. 
Potter,  Horatio. 

Correspondence,  State  DepartTiient,  U,  S  ,  68. 
Potter,  J.  A.,  1367. 
Potter,  James,  238, 271 ,  277, 345. 
Potter,  John  F. 
Correspondence,  State  Department,  TT,  S.,  91. 
Mentioned,  374. 
Potter,  O.  F.,  238, 245, 262, 340. 
Potter,  K.  B.,  684. 
Potterfleld,  Jonah,  152,  165, 227, 323. 
Potts,  Joseph,  1548. 


Poultney,  T. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  798. 
Powell,  Mr.,  1531. 
Powell,  H.,  1426. 
Powell,  I,.  IV.,  932. 
Powell,  Levy  &  Lemon,  207. 
Power,  Robert,  1470-1472. 
Power,  W.  T. 

Correspondence,  J.  Davis,  1387. 
Powers,  Hu^h  S.,419. 
Powers,  James. 

Correspondence,  W.  A.  Parker,  161. 
Powhatan,  U.  S.  Steamer,  912,  1080. 
Pracher,  George  >V.,  1430 
Pratt,  Judge,  557. 
Pratt,  Otis  B.,  677, 678, 680. 
Preller,  D.  B.,  691. 
Prentice,  Charles,  251. 
Prentice,  George  D. 
Correspondence ; 
Everett,  I.,  818. 
Ewing,  W.  E.,  818. 
Lincoln,  A.,  807,811. 
McKnight,  V.,  818. 

State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  809, 1016-1019, 
Memorandum,  1020. 
Mentioned,  808, 978, 1016. 
Prentiss,  Benjamin  M. 
Correspondence,  "War  Department,  TT.  S. ,  34. 
List  of  prisoners,  34. 
President,  C.  S.    See  Jegcraon  Davit. 
Presidents,  U.  S.     See  James  Bitchanan    and 
Abraham  Lincoln. 
i  Pressy,  George  P.,  103, 154,  231, 234, 303, 888. 

Preston,  Sergeant,  371. 
I  Prevost,  C,  610. 
I  Price,  Miss,  1347. 
'■  Price,  RisdonR.,  251. 
Price,  S.  H.,  1468,1480. 
Price,  Sterling,  327. 
Price,  William. 
Correspondence,     Judge  -  Advocate   General's 

Office,  V.  S.  A.,  408. 
Mentioned,  301. 
Price,  William  B.,  272, 277. 
Price,  William  H.,  &  Co. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,Tr.  S.,  529. 
Prima  Donna,  Bark,  69, 540,  547. 
Prime,  Frederick  E.,  1418-1420. 
Princeton,  V.  S.  Steamer,  902, 976. 
Props,  Noah  W.,  207. 
Prorost-MarslLTls. 
Baltimore.  Md.    See  Oeorge'P.  Dodge. 
Eockville,  Md.    See  Charles  M.  llfrritt. 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.    See  George  Ji.  Lcighton. 
Washington,  D.  C.    See  Andrew  Porter. 
Pruett,  James  L.,  case  of,  747-749. 
Pruett,  John  W.,  747-749. 
Pryor,  Roger  A. 
Correspondence ; 
Harris,  A.,  1519. 

War  Department,  C.  S.,  1517, 1618. 
Mentioned,  1517. 
Pryor,  Thomas,  1410. 
i  Pullen,  James  W.,  1425. 
I  Pully,  .Tames  D.,  241, 244, 249. 
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Piirdey,  Mr..  1247, 1249, 1257. 
Qnaker  City,  U.  S.  Steamer,  653. 
Qnartcrmaster-General's  Oflico,  C.  S.  A. 

Correspondence,  E.  P.  Arclier,  1407. 
Quarterniastei^tienerars  Office,  I'.  S.  A. 

CorrespoDdence : 
Hoffman, 'W.,  263. 

State  Department,  U.  S.,  202, 203, 206. 
"i7ar  Department,  r.  S.,  204. 
Quick,  Jacob,  1425. 
(jniggr,  Jackson,  251. 
Quigley,  Thomas,  239, 240, 262, 293. 
Qnillen,  Furcell  H.,  case  of,  415-424. 

Correspondence,  E.  Mnnson,  41G. 

Mentioned,  228, 303,  364, 415-424. 
Qnincy,  Captain,  864, 866. 
Quinlan,  Leonard  0..  102, 225, 227, 230, 234. 
Qninn,  James,  8.54. 
Quinn,  William,  251. 
quintard,  C.  T.,  1509-1511. 
Qnltman,  John  A.,  71. 
R. 

Correspondence,  John,  400. 
B.,  General,  1260. 
R.,  Mrs.,  1347. 
Racer,  Steamer,  1241. 
Radclier,  Mr.,  1029. 
Kader,  Anthonj,  1432. 
Radford,  Richard  ('.  \f.,  1488. 
Rae.  Mr.,  09. 

Kae.  Robert,  108, 119, 225, 227, 234. 
Kaeflc,  John  B. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  XT.  S.,  493. 
RafTertjr,  Patrick,  266. 
Kagland,  Reuben,  513, 526. 
Rahraing,  John  €,,  case  of,  627-035. 

Mentioned,  229,  627-635. 
Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  Bark,  69,  547. 
Ramsay,  H.  Ashton,  867. 
Ramsay,  Samnel,  1438. 
Ramsay,  Thomas  A.,  1432. 
Randal,  W.  H.  W.,  811. 
Randlc,  W.,  1460. 
Randle,  \f.,  Mrs.,  1460. 
Randolph,  Captain,  1367. 
Randolph,  George  W. 

Correspondence.    See  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Mentioned,  1547. 
Ransom,  Robert,  jr.,  1548. 
Ranson,  A.  R.  H.,  43. 
Rareshide,  James,  3056. 

Rasin,  Philip  F.,  102. 154.  227,  230,  232,  239,  262,  270. 
Ra.sin,  Robert  W. 

Correspondence  : 
Pearce,  J.  A.,  387. 
Snydam,  W.  H.,  389. 

Mentioned,  152, 165, 237,  239,  240,  262.  272, 279, 
Rasin,  W.  I.,  238,  342. 
RatclliTe,  D.,  1520. 
Raivlings,  Joseph,  1374. 
Ray,  William,  251. 

Rayford,  Thomas  John.    See  Thomas  Jortian. 
Raymond,  Benjamin,  955. 
Ravniond,  Henry  J.,  588, 1498. 
Rea,  John  E.,  237,  238.  245,  262,  336,  337. 
Read,  H.  W.,  1305. 


Read,  James,  130S, 
j  Read,  Robert  .\.,237. 
I  Read,  Smith,  1479. 
!  Read,  Wliite,  1479. 
I  Reagan,  John  H.,  1386. 
Reaper,  Ship,  680. 
Roai!Or,  William,  35. 
Rechberg,  Count. 
Correspondence.    See  Foreign  Office,  Austrian. 
Mentioned,  1167, 1168, 1176, 1183. 
I  Rector,  Henry,  1464,1465. 
Rector,  Henry  Bl.  • 

Correspondence.     See  Arkansas,  Governor  of. 
Redding,  A.  W. 
Correspondence,  S.  J.  Anderson,  607, 608, 612. 
Mentioned,  602. 
Redfleld,  William  B.,  251. 
Redman,  Robert,  1314. 
Red  Rose  Club,  72. 
Reed,  Sergeant,  1260. 
Reed,  George,  418. 
Reed,  II.  W.,  1551, 1556. 
Reed,  S.,  1532. 

Reed,  William,  case  of,  957-982. 
Correspondence,  Lord  Lyons,  973, 
Mentioned,  155, 068, 961, 972, 973. 975. 
Reed,  William  B. 
Correspondence,  J.  "W.  "Willi,  778. 
Mentioned,  778. 
Reemer,  Mr.,  193. 
Reeside,  Francis,  573. 
RecTes,  Mrs.,  125. 

Reeves,  Henry  A.,  case  of,  (iGo-fl73. 
i      Correspondence : 

Phillips,  S."^.,  667. 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  668, 669. 
Mentioned,  156. 229, 665-673. 
!  Reeres,  Samuel,  1472, 1473, 1480. 
j  Reg.an,  Daniel,  1445. 
\   Regan  [Rog.in(!)],  John,  237,238,262,334. 
Reid,  Aaron  L.,  Ship,  67. 
Rcid,John  W.,65. 
I  Reilly,  Michael,  318. 
I  Reilly,  Peter,  66, 102, 233, 316. 
I  Release,  U.  S.  Store-ship,  110. 
'  Reneau,  N.  S.,239,240,262. 

Rcnnehan,  Frank,  152, 237, 567, 669. 
'  Reno,  OTidP.,97. 
Renwick,  John,  318. 

Rennick,  Robert,  108, 119, 154, 225, 227, 234. 300, 318. 
Republican  Watchman,  065.660,671,672. 
Respass,  Isaiah,  case  of,  1547-1660. 
Respass,  William,  332. 
Revel,  Richard,  545-547. 
Revere,  Schooner,  90,  96,  98,  130,  158-162.  166-169, 

178,253,254,258. 
Reynolds,  Mr.,  192. 
Reynolds,  Archibald,  265. 
Reynolds,  H.  L.,  229. 
Reynolds,  J.  W.,  319. 
Reynolds,  Joseph  J. 
Correspondence,  E.  E.  Lee,  1380. 
Mentioned,  1377, 1379. 
Reynolds,  T.,  251. 
Uhea,  J.  L.,  266. 
Rliode  Island,  U.  S.  .'<tc:nmr,  186,  326,  341,  981. 
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Rhodes,  Cliesler,  35. 
Rhodes,  Bnsh,  1425. 
Ribble,  F.  J. 

Correspondence,  Virginia,  Governor  of,  1373. 
Ricasoli,  Bettino,  Baron. 

Correspondence.    See  Foreign  O^ce,  Italian. 

Mentioned,  1204. 
Bice,  Almond,  96. 
Rice,  Henry  S. 

Correspondence : 
Kopperl,  C,  492. 
Sta};e  Department.  U.  S.,  492. 

Mentioned,  490. 
Rich,  Samnel  H.,  1463. 
Richards,  A.  &  T.  A.,  1470. 
Richards,  William  L, 

Correspondence,  "War  Department,  IT.  S.,  169. 
Richards,  Z. 

Correspondence,  State  Department.  U.  S.,  598. 
Richards  &  Co.,  582, 583. 
Richardson,  Messrs.,  1385. 
Richardson,  H.  A. 

Correspondence,  W.  A.  Parker,  161. 
Richardson,  James,  34. 
Richardson,  William,  272. 
Richardson,  William  A, 

Correspondence,  W.  T.  Casto,  930. 

Mentioned,  58, 931, 932. 
Richmond,  Bean. 

Correspondence,  R.  G.  Horton,  614, 
Richmond  Bispatch,  1456. 
Richmond  Examiner,  1493. 
Richmore,  H.  C,  1439, 1440. 
Rtckcr,  Samuel,  25G. 
Ricketts,  Elijah,  265. 
Ricketts,  James  B.,  479. 
Rickey,  Joseph,  251. 
Bidgeiray,  Thomas,  1534. 
Riille,  Mr.,  1395. 
Bigal,  John,  262,344. 
Ri^by,  Lieutenant,  1139. 
Rigg,  Edwin  A. 

Correspondence,  J.  H.  Carleton,  1 03, 
Riley,  James,  263. 
Biley,  John  W.,268, 
Rinaldo,  H.  B.  M.  S.,  1100,  1161,  U63,  1164,  1241, 

1242, 1244. 
RIne,  Austin  A.,  1424. 
Rinehart,  Elijah,  266. 
Ringgold,  Mr., 1015. 
Bitch,  Thomas  G. 

Correspondence,  Treasury  Dept.,  U.  S.,  542. 
Ritchie,  Robert,  360,361. 
Bitter,  John  P.,  1056. 
Bittig,  Mr.,  496. 
Rixey,  Mr.,  1486. 
Rixcy,  Mrs.,  1486. 
Rixey,  jr.,Mr.,1486. 
Boach,  Mr.,  163. 
Boach,  Charles,  265. 
Boach,  John,  266. 
Roach,  Thomas,  251. 
Roanoke,  IT.  S.  Steamer,  232,  553. 
Bobards,  John  W.,  case  of,  881-897. 

Correspondence,  State  Department.  TT.  S.,  889. 

Mentioned,  103, 231, 234, 8B2, 886,  888,  689,  893-897. 


Bobert,  Ciesar  Augnstns,  141, 161, 175, 1051, 1060. 
Bobcrt  L.  Seth,  Schooner,  112. 
Roberts,  Mr. 

Correspondence,  E.  S.  Sanford,  1142 
Roberts,  Joseph,  144. 
Roberts,  Harshall  0. 

Correspondence,  M.  Taylor,  526. 

Mentioned.  526, 963. 
Roberts,  T.  L.,  164. 
Roberts,  Thomas,  1393, 1427. 
Bobcrts,  William  H.,  251,349. 
Bobertson,  Bererly  H.,  1398,1452, 1453. 
Robertson,  F,  M. 

Correspondence,  S.  J.  Anderson,  610,  611. 
Robertson,  G. 

Correspondence,  W.  T.  Sherman,  81-i. 
Robespierre,  Maxiniilien  J.  F.  I.,  792. 
Robey,  T.  B.,  868. 
Robie,  Reuben. 

Correspondence,  J.  Davis,  1505. 
Robinson,  Colonel,  1441. 
Robinson,  Judge,  1523. 
Robinson,  Miss  or  Mrs.,  1350. 
Robinson,  Mr.,  1443, 1448, 1466, 1478. 
Robinson,  Alexander  €.,  305. 
Robinson,  Baniel  A.,  Jr. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  IT.  S.,  360. 

Mentioned,  358,  360-302. 
Robinson, H.  N. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  559. 
Robinson,  J.  H.,266. 
Robinson,  William,  296,297. 
Rochford,  Christopher,  272. 
Rockford,  J.,263. 
Rockwell,  Arniiam  S. 

Correspondence,  War  Dep.irtment,  C.  S.,  1408. 
Bodenberger,  John,  251. 
Rodgers,  A.  H.,  1488. 
Rodgers,  Charles,  1425. 
Rodgers,  W.  C,  266. 
Rodman,  Clark,  1383, 1465. 
Rodman,  Isaac  C,  1384. 
Rodriguez,  B. 
[      Correspondence,  N.  M.  Benachi,  591, 592. 
I  Roe,  John  J.,  &  Co.,  122. 
Rogan  [  Regan  (!)],  John,  237, 238, 262, 334. 
Rogers,  C.  C,  229, 262, 324. 
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i  Taylor,  H.,  917. 
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Correapondence .    See  ^  djt.  Gen. '»  Ojfice,  77.  &  A . 
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Thomas,  R.,Mrs. 
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Mentioned,  396-398,  412, 413. 
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Political  Prisoners'  Commission,  396. 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  386,  387. 
Virginia,  Governor  of,  412. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  411. 

Indictment,  390-394. 
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415. 
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Thomas,  Sanford,  1464. 
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Thompson,  Coplin,  268. 
Thompson,  Ellis,  1309. 
Thompson,  Franklin,  1309. 
Thompson,  Fred.  H. 

Correapondence,  State  Department,  U.  S.,  193. 
Thompson,  George,  63, 113, 225, 234. 299. 
Thompson,  George  >?.,  268. 
Thompson,  Jacob. 
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Thompson,  Samuel,  1367. 
Thompson,  Sears  P.,  1000, 1003, 1005, 1007. 
Thompson,  IV.  L,,  1386. 
Thomson,  James. 
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Mentioned.  658, 659. 
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Thruston,  C.  A.,  898. 
Thurber,  Henry  G.,  case  of,  881-897. 
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Ticknor,  Mr.,  1474, 1477, 1478. 
Tiemen,  Mr.,  50. 
Tiernau,  Peter  H.,  35. 
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Tillman,  Thomas  W.,  202, 212, 217, 266, 336. 
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Tirror,  John,  252. 
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Toombs,  Robert. 
Correapondence.    See  State  Department,  O.  S. 
Mentioned,  609,  612,  613,  721,  723,  839,  841,  1272, 
1386, 1403-1497, 1500. 
Toone,  Joseph  H.,  Schooner,  909-913. 
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Toothman,  Ashbnry,  268. 
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Traris,  John  S.,306. 
Treasury  Department,  V.  S. 
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Correspondence,  D.  H.  Craig,  809. 
Tyler,  John,  1317. 
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llnderwood,  J.  C,  1444, 1471-1473, 1480. 


Union,  Steamer,  181. 

Union  Democrat,  1323, 1324, 1327. 
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"  Union  Now  and  Forever." 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  U.  S.,  774. 
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Updegrair,  Joseph. 

Correspondenc*,  G.  Loomis,  108. 
Uphani,  J.  J.,  1012. 
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Vincent,  Henry,  252. 
Vincent,  Isaac  T.,  34. 
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Branch,  W.  D.,  1363, 1364. 
Brannon,  J.,  1507. 
Davis,  J.,  1364, 1507, 1508. 
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Eibble,  F.J.,1373. 
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Tucker,  J.  B.,  1362. 
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Caskie  Rangers,  1441, 1442, 1448, 1449, 1469,1474. 
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Wadeworth,  W.  H. 
Correspondence,  State  Department,  17.  S.,  923. 
Mentioned,  915. 
Waggener,  Charles  B.,  13, 1395. 
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Walnwright,  Henry  C. 
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Mentioned,  153. 1045, 1050-1059. 
Walbridge,  Lewis,  984. 
Walden,  Howard  de,  1165. 
Walker,  Major,  1548. 
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Walker,  Charles,  1431. 
Walker,  George  W.,  1484. 
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Correspondence.    See  Tfar  Department,  C.  S. 
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Correspondence,  Slate  Department,  U.  S.,  765. 
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Walker,  Samuel  T.,  1425, 1487. 
Walker,  William,  1450, 1451. 
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Correspondence,  War  Department,  TJ.  S.,  575. 
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State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  478, 639, 641, 777. 
War  Department,  TJ.  S.,  772, 773, 777, 778. 
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Walsh,  Thomas,  252. 
Walters,  William,  314. 
Walton,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  675. 
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Baxter,  S.  S.,  1403,  1413,  1416,  1418,  1419,  1526, 
1533, 1534. 

Beauregard,  G.  T.,  565. 
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Billiard,  H.  W.,  1229. 

Huff,  J.  C,  1371. 

Huger,  B.,  367,  368, 456. 1.376. 1419, 1420. 

Hunter,  A.,  1377. 

HunT,on,  E.,796. 

Irving,  J.  B.,  jr.,  1375. 

Johnson,  R.,  476, 477. 

Johnson,  E.  W.,  1517, 1518. 
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Sturgi.'i,  It.,  69.5. 
Mentioned,  102, 229, 693-703. 
Wilder,  Edirard  B.,  Mrs. 
(Correspondence,  State  Department  U  S.,  698* 
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Wise,  Mr.  (D.  C),  372. 
Wise,  Mr.  (Ta.),  201. 

Wise,  Henry  A.,  139,  201,  378,  68.^  1325,1332,  1371. 
1373,  1384, 1385, 1395, 1432, 1438, 1443,1460,1469, 
1476, 1478, 1481. 
Wise,  W.  H.,  202,212,217,266,336. 
Wise  County,  V». 

M-irtial  law,  note,  1421 . 
Wiseman,  George  W.,  35. 
Wi'ter,  William  E.,  506. 
Witcher,  Vincent  A.,  1442, 1465. 
Wlthrow,  Thomas  F. 
Correspondence : 
Post-Office  Department,  U.  S.,  1321. 
State  Department,  V.  S.,  1330. 
Mentioned,  1331. 
WIthrow,  Thomas  F.,  Mrs.,  1322. 
WiTill,  Dr.,  865. 
Wolcott,  Christopher  P. 

Correspondence.    See  War  Dttpartment.  IT.  S. 
Wolfe,  Joel,  C85, 686. 
Wolfe,  Vdolpho,  685, 686. 
Wood,  Mrs.,  208. 
Wood,  Alfred  H.,  384, 396, 1115. 
AVood,  Algernon  R.,  636. 
Wood,  Benjamin,  66, 456, 666, 1268. 
Wood,  Charles  0. 
Correspondence : 

Burke,  M.,  67, 116, 124,  396,  405,  425, 469,  782,  845, 

1074, 1360. 
Millner.J.K.,  175. 
Murray,  E.,  175. 
Mentioned,  51,  62,  70,  82,  83,  85,  121,  124,  174,350. 
396,  413,  469, 547,  625,  782.  783,  1251, 1252, 1260. 
Wood,  Fernando,  case  of,  12G7-I276. 
Correspondence,  Stat*  Dept.,  TJ.  S.,  1267, 1272. 
Mentioned,  1267-1275. 
Wood,  H.M.,  Mrs.,  344. 
Wood,  May,  Scliooncr,  651. 
Wood,  B.  H.,  164. 
Wood,  Robert,  1525, 1526. 
Wood,  Thomas  P.,  509, 522, 524. 
Wood,  William  P. 
Correspondence : 
Political  Prisoners' Commission,  272,  274,  281, 

378, 379,  880,  881,  909, 1293, 1306,  1352. 
War  Department,  V.  S.,  263, 1295. 
Mentioned,  1306,1319. 
Woodford,  Stewart  L. 
Correspondence : 
Smith,  E.  D.,  424. 
State  Department,  U.  S.,  482. 
WoodhuU,  Maxwell,  981. 
Woodruff,  C.  P.,  1309. 
Woods,  George. 
Correspondence,  fi.  i.  Talbot,  680. 
Mentioned,  674, 677, 680. 
Woods,  Sam,  1477, 1478. 
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Woods,  Samuel  W,,  34. 

Woods,  T.  Vf.,  164. 

Woods,  W.,  164. 

Woods,  William,  252. 

Woodward,  Mr.,  1522. 

Woodward,  LaTinia.    See  Mrs.  T.  TV.  Woodward. 

Woodward,  11.  J.,  238. 

Woodward.  T.  W.,  535, 536. 

Woodward,  T.  W.,  Mrs. 

CorreapoBdeDce,  T.  T.  Deriuger,  535. 
Woodward,  William  R.,  297. 
Woodworth,  William,  1429. 
Wool,  John  E. 
CorrespondeDce : 

Adjutant  General  s  Office,  U.  S.  A.,  428. 

Army  Headquarters,  794. 

Dix.  J.A.,428,794. 

Falls,  M.  N.,  104. 

Hawkins,  B.  C,  58, 60, 61. 

Huger,  B.,  54, 125,  365, 1229. 

State  Department,  XJ.  S.,  95,  107,  126,  146,  219, 
225, 1282, 1283. 

War  Department,  V.S.,  794. 
List  of  prisoners,  225. 

Mentioned,  99, 104, 105, 212, 305,  309,  320,  324,  367, 
456,  479,  794, 798, 1060, 1228, 1419. 
ITooIdridge,  Stephen  H.,  case  of,  881-897. 

Mentioned.  103, 231, 234, 883,  886, 888, 893-897. 
Woolser,  Theodore  D.,  1232. 
Word,  Mr.,  1488. 
Working,  IVilliam  J.,  1409,  1410,  1414,  1418,  1408, 

1479-1481. 
Workman,  Amos,  1451, 1461, 1462. 
Workmsi,  Benjamin,  1451. 
Workman,  James,  1451. 
Workman,  Jasper,  1440. 
Workman,  Lawson,  1451. 
Workman,  WiUiam,  1450, 1451, 1462. 
Workman,  William,  1470. 
Wormell,  Mr.,  93, 98, 120. 
Worrall,  Henry,  1436. 
Worthin^ton,  Mr.,  946. 
Worthington,  Charles  A..  237,310. 
Wraln,  Tom,  1528-1530, 
Wray,  John  H.,  480. 
Wren,  James  0.,  1421, 1425, 1487. 
Wright,  George,  &  Co.,  1479. 
Wright,  Thomas  A.,  268. 
Wright,  Uriel,  252. 
Wright,  W.  H.  D.  C,  70. 
Wright,  William  E.,  103, 155, 231, 234, 303, 888. 
Wriston,Mr.,1474. 
Wrlston,  Caleb,  1474, 1475. 
ATriston,  John,  1474. 
Wriston,  John,  1474, 1475. 
Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  18-30,  40,  48,  109,  134, 164, 

193,  814-817,  885. 
Wolff,  A.  F.,  case  of,  1526-1330. 
Correspondence : 

Adams,  ■W.C,  1528. 

Murphy,  P.,  1530. 
Mentioned,  1526-1530. 
Wusse,  0.  P.,  &  Co. 
Correspondence,  War  Department,  C.  S,,  829. 


Wyandank,  U  S.  Steamer.  196, 336, 337. 

Wyatt,  Addison,  266. 

Wyatt,  Felix,  case  of,  829-857. 

Correspondence ;  • 

Baker,  L.C.  831. 
Burke,  M.,  843. 
Lincoln,  A,,  844. 
Morton,  J.  F  ,  850. 
State  Department,  TJ.  S.,  852, 840. 

Mentioned,  102, 155, 230,  232, 829-857. 
Wyatt,  Matthew  P.,  246, 1427. 
Wybert,  Isaac,  1422, 1425, 1487. 
Wyche,  John  JH.,  513 
Wycoff,  Mr.,  1350. 
Wycr,  Edward,  1123 
Wyke,  Charles,  1112. 
Wyoming  County,  Va. 

Martial  law,  note,  1421. 
Xerxes,  594. 
Tancey,  Alfred,  34. 
Tancey,  B.  C. 

Correspondence,  W.  L.  Tancey,  1279. 

Mentioned,  1278, 1279, 1493, 1494. 
Tancey,  Henry,  1426, 1427. 
Tancey,  WilUam  L. 

Correspondence : 
Foreign  Office,  British,  1231, 1236. 
State  Department,  C.  S.,  1233, 1238. 
Tancey,  B.  0.,  1279. 

Mentioned,  3,  100,  141, 179,  609,  1040,  1198, 1236, 
1241-1243,1278,1279. 
Tankee,  17.  S.  Steamer,  112, 195, 336, 337. 
Tarber,  Nelson,  223. 
Tolan,  M. 

Correspondence,  J.  McNeil,  122. 
Tork,  C.  S.  Privateer,  89. 
Tork  County,  Va. 

Martial  law.  note,  1421. 
.  Tost,  John,  268. 
Tonng,  Mr.,  499. 
Toung,  E.  K.,  714,715. 
Tonng,  George,  1426. 
Toung,  Hume,  268. 
Toung,  John  (Ind.),716. 
Toung,  John  (Prisoner),  338, 245, 263. 
Toung,  John  S.,  510,  514-516, 532, 538, 750, 755-758. 
Tonng,  Joshua,  272. 
Toung,  Lewis,  238, 245, 263. 
Tonng,  V.  B.,  814. 
Toung,  Wigal,  313. 
Toung  &  Simpson,  1309. 
Tonst,  F.  H.,  266. 

Zarrona,  Bichard  Thomas.    See  Richard  Thomas. 
Zeigler,  John  L.,  1443. 
Zeigler,  John  S.,  252. 
Zenas,  Albert,  156. 
Zevely,  A.  N. 

Correspondence.    See  Post-Ojjice  Dept.,  U.  S. 

Mentioned,  1046. 
Zickler,  Edward,  345. 
Zimmerman,  S.  B.,  865. 
Zollicoffer,  Felix  K. 

Correspondence,  A.  S.  Johnston,  1396. 

Mentioned,  884, 892, 1397. 1524. 
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